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The . meeting was called to order at 3,15 p.m.

AGENDA 1TEM 127t STATUS OF THE PROTOCOLS ADDITIONAL TO THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS OF
1949 AND RELATING TO THE PROTECTION OF VICUTIMS OF ARMED CONFLICTS (A/43/532)

1. The CHAIRMAN, after briefly retracing the background of the question under
consideration, said that Solomon Islands, from which the Swiss Goverament,
depositary of the Protocols, had received an insgtrument of accession to the two
Protocols on 19 September 1988, should be added to the ilst of States that had
ratified or acceded to the Protocols Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 1949
as at 28 July 1988 which was annexed to the report of the Secretary-General before
the Committee (A/43/532).

2. Mr. CHENAUX-REPOND (Observer for Switzerland) said that, having convened in
1977 the Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development of
International Humanitarian Law Applicable in Armed Confilcts, which had given rise
to Protocols 1 and Il Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 1949 for the
protection of war victims, Switzerland was gratified to see the Sixth Committee
turn its attention once more to the question of the status of the two instruments.
The United Nations played a vital role in promoting international humanitarian law,
and the Swiss Government paid particular tribute to the Secretary-General for his
steadfast commitment to the humanitarian cause.

3, The Additional Protocols relating to the protection «f victims of
international and non-international armed conflicts, pursued the same aims as the
Geneva Conventions of 1949, which they supplemented and clarified, bearing in mind
the radical changes in the political and military situation since the end of the
Second World War. That meant that to a large extent they codified the rules of
customary law, while gpelling them out further on some points. But what it meant
above all wag that as a result of the wider scope of the two text-, all cases of
armed conflict, whether inter-State, international or internal, could henceforth be
covered by the provisions of the law of nations - without the application of the
Protocols affecting the juridical status of the parties to the conflict and of the
territories in which it was taking place.

4. More specifically, those instruments strengthened the protection of civilians
and combatants., In particular, Protocol I embodied the fundamental principles of
law set forth i{n The Hague Conventiong in a consistent set of rules, to which it
added rules concerning the protection of the natural envirorment and of works and
installations containing dangerous forces, such as nuclear installations.

5. It was therefore in the immediate interest not only of victims and combatants
but also of the international community as a whole for all States to become parties
to those two instruments. '

6. The previous year, on the occasion of the tenth anniversary of the adoption on

8 June 1977 of the Additional Protocols, the Swiss Government, which acted as
depositary of the Geneva Conventions and the Additional Protocols, had appealed to
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S all States to take all measures in thelr power to ensure respect fof humanitarian
-law., It had. expressed the hope that the greatest possible number oqutates would-
. become parties to Protocols I and II, so that those instruments would enjQy. the
'degree of universality of the Geneva, Conventions. To date, 77 States had ratified
or acceded to Protocol I and 69 had ratified or acceded to Protocol II.

Switzerland paid tribute to the contrlbutlon made by those countries to the
development of international humanltarlan law, and cherished the hope thHat the two
instruments would rally the support of all States in the near future

7. Switzerland was also deeply. concerned about the increasingly widespread use of
small-calibre high-energy-transfer munltlops. The use of such munitions. which
were apt to fragment' in the human bédy, was contrary o customary international
humanitarian law, as copdified in article 35 of Additional Protocol T, which
prohibited projectiles of a nature to cause superfluous injury, in the 1899 Hague
Declaration concerning the use of bullets which. expand or flatten easily in the
human body and in the 1980 Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of
Certain Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurlous or to
Have Indiscriminante Effects. Swltzeria dﬂtherefore invited States to refrain from

equipping their forces with munitions that were contrary to 1nternat10nal
humanltarlan rules.

8. It was partlcularly 1mportant to ensure that lnternatlon“l humﬁnxtarlan rules
;able to perform
ion ‘to the issue.

ve contribution to

that endeavour to promote solldarlty w;th men, women and ch;l ren who had fallen
victim to adversity. .
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9. Mr. HERNDL (Austria) said that ever since the questlon of”
Protocols Additional to the 1949 Geneva Conventlens and relatl
of victims of armed conflicts had flrst been ‘includéd : :
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10.
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{Mr. Herndl, Austria)
11. The number of States parties to the Protucols was close to n2alt of the
membership of the United Nations, which he saw as an encouragement to pursue the
campaign for ratification of and accession to the Protocols., 1In their own way,
they were as important as the Geneva Conventions and should therefore command the
same suppert in the long rterm. The Austriian Sovernmenrt therefore calied upon all
States which were parties to the GLeneva ‘onventious ro take the necessaiy steps Aas
sovun as possible te hecome parties to. the Protecols. Only 1f States showed., by
‘taking practical and legal steps, that they were determined to respect the ‘
fundamental norms of humanitarian law in-all armed conflicts would it be possible
to ensure minimum protection for the individual. One of the main purposes of the
United Nations was the preventiocu of war and the maintenance of peace. However,
conflicts had erupted time and again and it was with a view to minimizing their
conseguences tnat nations had drawn up the Geneva Conventions and supplemented. them
by the Additional Protocols. The international community should therefore spare ng
‘efforts to ensure universal acceptance of the Protocols and the humanitarian law of
which tney Eormed part. :

The meeting rose at 3.30 p.m.






