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1. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 21 September 1979, the General Assembly decided
to include in the agenda of its thirty-fourth session the item entitled:

"Financial reports and accounts, and reports of the Board of Auditors:

"(a) United Nations Development Programme;

"(b) United Nations Children's Fund;

"(c) .United Nations Rellef and Works
Refugees in the Near East;

Agency for Palestine

;1(d) United Nations Institute for rrrraining and Research;

"(e) Voluntary funds administered by the United Nations High
Co~missioner for Refugees;

"(f) United nations Fund for Population Activities."

and allocated it to the Fifth Committee.

2. At its 3rd, 6th, 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th and 15th meetings, on 25 September, 1,
4, 5, 8, 10 and 12 October, respectively, the Fifth Committee considered the
financial reports and accounts for the year ended 31 December 1978 and the reports
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of the Board of Auditors concerning the United Nations Development Programme, 1/
the United nations Children's Fund, 21 the United l'!ations Institute for Training
and TIesearch, 3/ the voluntary funds-administered by the United Nations Higl1
Commissioner for Refugees, 4/ and the United Nations Fund for Population
Activities, 'i./ ?n{l those for thf' years endeo. J1 December 1977 and 31 December 1978
for ti:1E' United .;Jaticns :8.elief and. Parks AGency for Palestine 8.ef\.:... 'J in the iJear
Last, 6/ as "Fell as the related report of the Advisory COlT!mittee on Administrative
and BudGetary Questions (A/34/ le36J ~

3. The cow~ents and observations made in the course of the discussion of the item
and the replies to queries raised are reflected in the summary records of the
Fifth COIT@ittee (A/c.s/34/SR.3, 6,9,10,11,12 and IS).

4. Th'" Committee had before it the follmring draft resolution (A/c.s/34/L.S)
proposed by the Chairman of the Committee:

nThe General Ass~mbly,

;rHavin~ considered the Financial rpports and accounts for the year
ended 31 December 1978 of the United ~ations Development Prograrr~_e, 11
the United ITations Children's Fund, 2/ the United Nations Institute for
Training and Research, 3/ the voluntary funds administered by the
United ~!ations HiCh Co~issioner for Refugees, !Ij and the United Nations
Fund for Population Activities, S/ and those for the years ended
31 December 1977 and 31 December-1978 for the United Nations Relief and
v~rks Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, 61 the audit opinions
of the Board of Auditors, 71 and the report of the AdvIsory Committee on
Administrative and Budgetary Questions. §j

1/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty·:fourth Session,
Supplement No. SA (A/34/5/Add.l). .

~ Ibid., Supplement No. SE (A/34/s/Add.2).

_~ Ibid., Supplement No. SD (A/34/S/Add.4).

!Ij Ibid., Supplement qo. S~ (A/34/S/Arld.S).

'2./ Ibid., Supplement No. SG (A/34/s/Add.7).

§j Ibid., Supplement No. 5~ (A/3h /s/Add.3).

11 Ibid., Supple~en!_No. SA (A/34/s/Add.l), sect. 11; ibid., Supplement No. SE
(A/34/S/Add.2), part one, sect. 11; ibid., Supplement No. SD (A/34/S!Add.4),
sect. 11; ibid., Supplement No. SE (A/34/S/Add.S)~-sec~I; ibid., Supplement No. SG
(A/34/S/Add.7), sect. 11; and ibid., Supplement No. SC (A/34/s/Add.3J, part one,
sect. I and part two, sect. I.

fl/ A/3le / 486 .
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Accepts the financial reports and accounts and the audit
of the Board of P.uditors;

"2. ~akes not:: of the observations and comments made by the Advisory
Committee on Administrative and Bude-etary Questions in its report;

"3. Requests the executive heads of the organizations and programmes
concerned to take such remedial action as may be required by the co~ments

and observations made by the Board of Auditors in its reports."

5. Following suggestions made by the representative of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics and Bulgaria, the Chairman accepted revision of the draft
reoolution by the replacement in operative paragraph 2 of the ,rords "Takes note of"
by the words llConcurs l{ith lr

, by inserting a new operative paragraph 3 reading as
follows:

"3. Requests the Board of Auditors and the Advisory Committee on
AQ~inistrative and Budgetary Questions to continue to give increased
attention to areas regarding which they have made observations and
commentso t1

and by renumbering the last paragraph as new operative paragraph 4, beginning with
the words "Further requests

6. At its 12th meeting, on 10 October, the Corrmittee adopted, without objection,
the revised draft resolution contained in document A!C.5!34!L.5!Rev.l (see para. 12
belm,,) .

7. During the consideration of this item, the Committee also had before it a
note verbale (A!C.5!3L;!L.3) dated 14 September 1979 from the Permanent
Representative of Canada to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General.
During the 12th meeting, on 10 October, the representative of Canada introduced
the following draft resolution (A!C.5!34!L.6):

"The General Assembly,

"Recop;nizing that the growing range and complexity of the United
Nations programmes and activities and the deepening interrelationship of
the organizations in the United Nations family call for the most effective
available system of auditing,

IlBelieving that improved auditing practices can perform an important
role in theranagement of United Nations activities and can assist Member
States to monitor them)

"Noting the proposals contained in document A!e. 5!34!L. 3 and the
relevant comments of the thirty-fourth session,
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"1. Requests both the Board of Auditors and the Panel of External
Auditors for their views on the Board's organization and professional
practices)

"2. Requests the Secretary-General to solicit the views of ;',lember
States j of the specialized a?,encies and organizations of the United nations
system and to submit a report including his own views and containing the
financial and administrative implications of the proposed reforms through
thE' ACl\BQ to the thirty-fifth session.;'

8. A discussion ensued, in which the representatives of Egypt, the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, Italy, France, Australia, Tunisia and Ghana
participated, as did the Chairman of the Advisory CommittE'e on Administrative and
Budgetary Questions j during which various proposals and suggestions were made to
amend the draft resolution. At the suggestion of the Chairman, the representative
of Canada agreed to hold furthE'r informal consultations with a view to presenting
a revised draft for consideration by the Committee.

9. At the l5th meeting, on l2 October, the representative of Canada introduced
the follmling text (A/C.5/34/L.6/Rev.l) in the form of a draft decision:

"The General Assembly notes the proposals contained in document
A/C. 5/34/L. 3 and the comments maoe by J'lember States during the
thirty-fourth session, and decides to request:

"(a) Both the Board of Auditors and the Panel of External Auditors to
submit their views on the Boardis organization and professional practices j

"(b) The Secretary-General to submit a report containing his m.m views
to the thirty-sixth session,

"(c) The Advisory Committee on "\dministrative and Budgetary Questions
to submit its views and recoITrrnendations on the above reports. 11

10. The representative of Norocco orally proposed, and the representative of
Canada accepted, to amend subparagraph (a) by adding the words "to the
thirty--sixth session" at the end of the paraGraph.

ll. At its l5th meeting, on 12 October, the Committee adopted, without objection,
the revised o_raft decision (A/C.5/34/L.6/Rev.l), as orally amended (see para. l3
belm{) . Explanations of vote were made by the representatives of the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics and Panama.

RECOI~~ENDATIONS OF THE FIFTH COI~~ITTEE

12. The Fifth Committee recolrilllends to the General Assembly the adoption of the
following draft resolution:
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Financial Y8ports €!nd accounts ,'. an9- report~ of the
Board of Auditors

~he General Assembly~

Having considered the financial reports and accounts for the year ended
31 December 1978 of the United Nations Develpoment Programme, 9/ the United Nations
Children is Fund, 10/ the United Uations Institute for Training--and Research, 11/
the voluntary funds ad.'Jinistered by the United Nations Eigh Commissioner for
Refugees, 12/ and the United ~ations Fund for Population Activities, ~1J and those
for the years ended 31 December 1977 and 31 December 1978 for the United lJations
Relief and Horks Agency for Palestine in the Near East, 14/ the audit opinions
of the Board of Auditors 15/ and the report of che Advisory Committee on
Administrative and Budgetary Questions, 16/

1. Accepts the financial reports and accounts and the audit opinions
of the Board of Auditors;

2. Concurs with the observations and comments made by the Advisory
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions in its report;

3. Requests the Board of Auditors and the Advisory Committee on
Administrative and Budgetary Questions to continue to give increased attention to
areas regarding which they have made observations and corrwents;

9/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-fourth Session,
Supple-ment No. 5A (A/34/5/Add.l), sects. I and HI.

10/ Ibid., Supplement No. 5B (A/34/5/Add.2), part one, sects. I and III
and part two.

11/ Ibid. , Supplement N06 5D (A/34/5/Add. 4), sects. I and IH.

12/ Ibid. , Supplement Ho. 5E (A/34/5/Add. 5), sects~ I and 111.

13/ ;rbid. , Supp·lement ;Jo. 5G (A/34/5/Add. 7), sectSa I and 111.

11,/ Ibii.., Supplement No. 5C (A/34/5/Add.3) , part one 5 sects. II and Ill,
and part t1\TO ~ sects. 11, III and IV.

15/ Ibid., Supplement No. 5A (A/34/5/Add.l), sect. H; ibid.,
Supp18me~o. 5B (A/34/5/Add.2) , part one, sect. 11; ibid., ",;:;:pplement ;,1<:,:....212.
(A/34/5/Add.4), sect. 11; ibid., Supnlement Ho. 5E (A/34/5/Add.5), sect. 11;
ibid., Supplement ~o. 5G (A/34/5/Add.7) , sect. 11; and ibid., Supplement No. 5C
(A/34/5/Add. 3), part one, sect. I and part t1ro, sect. I.

16/ A/34/486.
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4. Further reauests the executive heads of the organizations and progrffitmeS
concerned to take such remedial action as may be required by the comments and
observations made by the Board of Auditors in its reports. 17/

13. The Fifth COIT@ittee also recoIT@ends to the General Assembly the adoption of
the following draft decision:

The General Assembly notes the proposals contained in the note verbale dated
lIe September 1979 from the represent~_ti~e of Canada 18/ and the comments made by
Member States during the thirty-fourth session of theGeneral Assembly and decides:

(a) To re~uest both the Board of Auditors and the Panel of External Auditors,
to submit their vieHs on the Board is organization and professional practices to the
General Assembly at its thirty-sixth session;

(b) To request the Secretary··General to submit a report containing his own
vie,rs to the General Assembly at its thirty·-sixth session;

(c) To request the Adviso~J Committee on Administrative and BUdgetary
Questions to Eubmit its views and recom8endations on the above reports.

17/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-fourth Session,
Supplement [10. 5A (A/34/5/Add.l), sect. IV; ibid., Supplement Ho. 5B (AI34/5/Add.2) ,
part one, sect. IV; ibid., Supplement No. 5D (A/34/5/Add.4), sect. IV; ibid.,
Supplement No. 5E (A/34/5/Add.5l, sect. IV; ibid., Supplement No. 5G (A/34/5/Add.7),
sect. IV; and ibid., Supplement Ho. 5C (A/34/5/Add.3), part three.

18/ A/C.5/34/L.3


