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Letter dated 27 February 2004 from the Permanent Representative of 
Austria to the United Nations Office at Geneva addressed to the 
                    Acting High Commissioner for Human Rights 

 On the occasion of the tenth anniversary of the 1993 World Conference on Human Rights 
and the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, the Foreign Minister of Austria and the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, in cooperation with the United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime convened an international symposium on the theme “The role of 
judges in the promotion and protection of human rights - strengthening inter-agency 
cooperation”.  The symposium was held on 24 November 2003 in Vienna and was attended by 
high-ranking representatives of governmental and non-governmental organizations as well as by 
eminent judges and experts. 

 The symposium focused on the role of the judiciary, which lies at the core of the national 
systems for the promotion and protection of human rights.  It was motivated by the recognition 
that the role of judges is pivotal for human rights, but that too often their fundamental task and 
its long-term impact on the overall human rights situation of a country are underestimated.  The 
objective of the symposium was to draw attention to the need of judges for support as regards 
their independence, impartiality, competence and integrity and to facilitate a more effective 
and better coordinated approach by all relevant international actors inside and outside the 
United Nations system in assisting countries in their efforts to strengthen the role of judges in the 
promotion and protection of human rights. 
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 The many constructive ideas and proposals made in preparation of and during the 
symposium were embodied in the “Vienna Declaration on the Role of Judges in the Promotion 
and Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms”, which is attached to the present 
letter. 

 The “Vienna Declaration” constituted the contribution by Austria in accordance with 
General Assembly decision 57/535 of 18 December 2002 in which the Assembly decided that, 
“during its fifty-eighth session, the plenary meeting on 10 December 2003 marking the 
fifty-fifth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights would also be devoted 
to the commemoration of the tenth anniversary of the adoption of the Vienna Declaration 
and Programme of Action, with contributions by Governments, the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Human Rights and relevant organs, funds and agencies of the 
United Nations system within their respective mandates”. 

 I should be grateful if you could arrange for the present letter and its enclosures* to be 
circulated as an official document of the sixtieth session of the Commission on Human Rights 
under agenda item 11 (d) “Independence of the judiciary, administration of justice, impunity”. 

       (Signed):  Wolfgang PETRITSCH 
                      Ambassador 
          Permanent Representative 

     
*  Reproduced in the annex as received, in the language of submission only. 
















