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5 April 1983 

The Honourable Haruo I. Remeliik 
President of the Republic 
Koror, Republic of Palau 96940 

Dear Mr. President: 

The people of Ngerchelong State are concerned about the increasing attention 
which is being given to developing Koror State at the exclusion of other states. 
It seems that what is in the name of the Republic of Palau's capital improvement 
programme has instead become Koror's capital improvement programme. Please 
understand that we are not faulting either you or the people of Koror State. But 
what we have inherited from the Trust Territory Government seems to have remained 
unchanged. It is very ironic to think that many capital infrastructures in Koror 
State were incomplete since the time of the Trust Territory Government up until 
[the establishment of] our new constitutional Government, which left many of the 
other states in the Republic undeveloped. 

The improvements in the Koror State are admittedly late in coming. The 
primary road was completed fairly recently and water, power and sewage improvements 
are long overdue. But the people of Ng erche long State are anxious to construct 
capital infrastructure projects of their own and to begin development of a state 
economy. I feel that you will agree with me that a population and economic 
development spread more evenly throughout the Republic is best for all. 

We would like capital improvement programme funding to be made available to 
our. state. Our priorities and estimated funding levels are listed below: 
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l. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

s. 
6. 

7. 

a:>ad system 

Docks 

Water system 

Airport 

State capitol building 

Playgrounds, ballfields 

Power improvements 

$250,000 

200,000 

200,000 

200,000 

100,000 

50,000 

100,000 

$1,100,000 

Our desire is that you act to reprogranune some of the 1983 capital improvement 
programme money to allow us to begin on these projects. Additionally, if you would 
indicate these needs before the united States Congress perhaps more money may be 
made available prior to the termination of the Trusteeship Agreement. 1/ 

The people of ~erchelong State feel that they are in the best position to set 
capital improvement programme priorities, manage the projects and, to a great 
extent, construct the projects. In fact, we have begun construction of our road 
system ourselves. We do not need additional studies by the Office in Charge of 
Construction (OICC). We simply need funding to carry out many of these projects 
ourselves and to put other projets out for bid. 

We would deeply appreciate your assistance in the development of N;lerchelong 
State. I hope you will understand our relectance to stand by and watch Korror's 
capital infrastructures become complete while much of our population moves into 
Koror State seeking employment opportunities which could be provided here in 
Ngerchelong State. I will be lOoking forward ~o hearing from you. 

Thank you. 

cc: United States Secretary of the Interior 

Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) Remokt TARIMEL 
Governor 

High Commissioner of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands 
President of United Nations Trusteeship Council 
President of the Senate 
Speaker of the House of Delegates 
Speaker of Ngerchelong State Assembly 
All Ministers of the Republic of Palau 

Notes 

y Trusteeship Agreement for the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands 
(United Nations publication, Sales No. l957.VI.A.l). 




