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12. ���"����(����,�(�������(���������������������
� "�������&+����$�������������"&+�
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��,����������&"����*�"�������!���������"��"�������������������������

���������������#����������!�����'������������&��������������������$���#�����������
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�����"��%���"��������
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�������������(��#���������+������������������(��#�������������������������

��$�������"�������������%���������(�������&�������%����'���������������"��
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���!��������'�1��+���������"���'��"�����,�����������������������
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(�����I����#����I)10

���������������,��������(�$�&������,������+��������$�����������������
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1 The new approach was reaffirmed at the respective five-year follow-up review 
conferences. 
 
2 Other Millennium Development Goals concern the underlying determinants of health, 
e.g. those on extreme poverty and gender equality. 
 
3  Commission on Human Rights resolution 2003/28, preamble and para. 6. 
 
4 For various reasons, sexual and reproductive ill health is severely underestimated and so 
statistics fail to capture the full burden of such ill health.  Nonetheless, data give some 
indications of the magnitude of the problem. 
 
5 An unsafe abortion is a procedure for terminating an unwanted pregnancy performed either 
by persons lacking the necessary skills, or in an environment lacking the minimal medical 
standards, or both. 
 
6 Examples of the underlying determinants of health are indicated in E/CN.4/2003/58, 
para. 23.  In summary, they are social, economic and other conditions that bear upon health 
status, such as access to adequate sanitation, workplace conditions and education. 
 
7 See Making 1 Billion Count:  Investing in Adolescents’ Health and Rights, UNFPA, 2003. 
 
8 For one way in which the framework could be strengthened, see paragraph 54 of this 
report. 
 
9 Paragraph 7.3 continues with some important sentences which have not been reproduced 
here because of the shortage of space. 
 
10 Paragraphs 7.2 and 7.3 of the ICPD Programme of Action are replicated in paragraphs 94 
and 95 of the Beijing Platform for Action. 
 
11 In particular, the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, general 
recommendation 24, the Committee on the Rights of the Child, general comments No. 3 and 
No. 4, and the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, general comment No. 14. 
 
12 Commission on Human Rights resolution 2003/28. 
 

13 Also, one of the Rapporteur’s twin themes is discrimination and stigma:  see 
E/CN.4/2003/58, para. 41. 
 



  E/CN.4/2004/49 
   page 33 
 
 
14 Committee on the Rights of the Child, general comment No. 4 on adolescent health and 
development, paras. 9 and 19. 
 
15 E/CN.4/2003/58, para. 23.  On underlying determinants of health, see endnote 6. 
 
16 In relation to free services and pregnancy, see in particular the Committee on the 
Elimination of Discrimination against Women, art. 12.2. 
 
17 Unsafe abortion also gives rise to high rates of morbidity. 
 
18 Safe Abortion:  Technical and Policy Guidance for Health Systems, World Health 
Organization, 2003. 
 
19 Women’s Health in South Asia, WHO Country Profile, Sri Lanka, available at 
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