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1 See also Lovelace v. Canada, a case before the Human Rights Committee, Selected 
Decisions of the Human Rights Committee under the Optional Protocol, Vol.I, pp.83-87. 
 
2 The Human Rights Committee in its general comment No.23 on article 27 has stated that 
“this article establishes and recognizes a right which is conferred on individuals belonging to 
minority groups and which is distinct from, and additional to, all the other rights which, as 
individuals in common with everyone else, they are already entitled to enjoy under the 
Covenant” (para.1). 
 
3 The meaning of article 18 of the Covenant was further elaborated upon in the Declaration 
on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion and 
Belief adopted by the General Assembly in November 1981. In particular its article 6 is of 
considerable relevance to the rights of persons belonging to religious minorities. 
 
4 See actions 2, 3 and 4 of the Secretary-General’s report, “Strengthening of the United 
Nations: an agenda for further change” (A/57/387 and Corr.1) and General Assembly 
resolution 57/300. 
 
5 Article 9 calls on the members of the United Nations to contribute to the realization of the 
principles and rights set forth in the Minorities Declaration.  
 
6 Press Release SG/SM/9126/Rev.1 of 11 February 2004. 
 
7 E/CN.4/2004/2-E/CN.4/Sub.2/2003/43, chap.I, sect.B, draft decision 12 and chap.II, 
sect. B, decision 2003/111. 
 
8 It is to be recalled that Millennium Declaration calls for greater opportunities to be given to 
“non-governmental organizations and civil society, in general, to contribute to the realization of 
the Organization’s goals and programmes” (General Assembly resolution 55/2, para.30).  
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