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LETTER DATED 5 JANUARY 1952 FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR
EXTERNAL RELATIONS OF THE DOMINICAN REFUBLIC ADDRESSED TO
THE SECRETARY-GENERAL GIVING THE TEXT OF THE DECLARATION

SIGNED BY THE DOMINICAN REFUELIC AND CUBA BEFCRE THE
- INTER~-AMERICAN PEACE COMMITTEE ON 25 DECRMBER 1951

Cludad Trujillo
District of Santo Domingo,

5 January 1952

I have the honour to inform you that on 25 December 1951 the Dominican -
Republic and Cuba signed before the Inter-American Peace Committee a declaration

) conceming their dispute which had been subxﬂitted to the Committee and which
arosc’ ont ‘of the trial and conviction by the ord.inary Dominican courts of tho
Cuban menbers of the crew of the revolutiona.ry vessel "Quetzal". The text
of the declaration follows:. - . ' )

"7ith reference to the facts placed before tho Inter-American
Posce Committes for its consideration in their notes of 26 November
and 7 Decbe&j »19'51 respectively, and to other difficulties in the
conduct of relations between. their countries, the representatives of
the Republic of Cuba and of the Dominican Republic agree to make the
following declaration to the Committee
1.  They are resolved to conform at all times to the principle of

" nori-intervention vhich is embodied in ‘the various Inter-American’
instruments in forée and which they regard as essential for the
mainténance of friendly relations bet.wéen States;

+2. They de‘si‘re to maihtain normal diplomatic relations in keeping
with the policy of peaceful good neighbourliness, aend, accordingly,
thoy are willing to extend to.the diplomtic representatives
accrsdited to thelr respective Governments, on a duly reciprocal basis,
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ull the customary facilitise whioh are essontial for the proper

discharge of their funmoctions;

3. They are determined to avodi, in conformity with paragrapi 5

‘of the Conclusions of the Inter-American Peace Committee of

14 September 1949, end subject to the provisions of their respective

Constitutions, any plannud hostile propagnr 4, by whatsoévar medium

expressed, against either of the countries concermed or its Government;

L, They are convinced that, more particularly in the present serious

international situation and for the good of all the American Republica,

it 18 necessary to ersure the continued maintensnce of fraternal end )
good neighbourly relations and of the mutual bonds of continental
solidarity;

5, They accept the Inter-American Peace Committee's offer to lend

ite good offices f'or the consideration of any dif“‘oculty with regard -

to the fatte to which this declaration relates.

For the Dominican Republic: Virgilio Diaz Ordomez.
For the Republic of Cuba: Gonzalo :‘Gueil,"”

I have the honour aleo to inform you that in wirtue of the pardon granted
by His Excellency the President.of the Dominican Repudblic in a dscree of
23 December 1951 to the aforementioned ship's cocmpany, on the petition of the
men themselves and of the Cuban colopy in Ciudad Trujallo, the men vere released
on 25 December 1951, the sentence of 20 years' public works vhich had been
impossd on them Ly firal aré irrsevacatls decisien of the Court of Appeels
of the Depurtment of Santo Domingo being thus remitted and the competence
of the Dominican courts to prosecute and try the aforesaid seamen for the
commission of the crime againet the security of the Dominican State with
vhich they were charged and the legality of the sentences imposed being
recognized in consequence. \

I have pleasure in informing you, in accordance with the provisions of
Article 54 of the United Natioms Charter, that the dispute concerning the
imprisonment and conviction of the Cuban membere of the crew of the revolutionary
veesel "Quetzal" has tbus been sutiefactorily settled by meaus of the
Declaration ccmmunicated above.

(signed) Virgilio LIz ORDONEZ
Secrotary of State for External Relations
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