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I. INTRODUCTION

1. At its thirt;y-third session the General Assembly, under the item entitled
Hpevieu of the implementation of the reco:rrlTI,:mdations and decisions adopted by the
General Assembly at its tenth special session", adopted resolution 33/71 D, the
operaxive part of which reads as follows:

liThe General Assembly ~

HI. Invites all Gt2,tes to carry Qut, throue;h the dissemination of
information and or~anization of syra~osiQms, meetin8s~ conferences and other
national and international forums, effective measures to expose the danger of
the arms race, propagate the need for its cessation and increase public
understanding of the urgent tasks in the field of disarmament and in particular
of the provisions of the Final Docwnent of the Tenth 8necial Session;

112 4 Requests the f3ecretary-General to prepare a model progra,IrlllC which
may assist E3tateB that so desire in developine: their local programmes for
Disarmament Week;

"34 Invites goverm!1ental as 11cl1 as non-govern.mental orGanizations to
undertake annual activities to promote the ob,jectives of Disarmament 'I1eek and
invites Governments to inform the Secretary-General of such activities not
later than 30 April of each subsequent year;

"4. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly
at its thirty-fourth and subsequent sessions on the information obtained by
him in accordance vith paragraph 3 above. 11

2. Pursuant to paragraph 4 of the resolution, the Secretary-General submits
herclTith the report on the information received from Member States concerninC' the
activities to promote the ob~iectives of Disarmament Heck.

I . ..
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II • REPLIES RE CEIVED FROM GOVERNf'lENTS

BELGIUM

[Original: Frenc~7

[14 June 191'21

1. On the occasion of Disarmament Heck in October 1978, Hr. lIenri Simonet, the
Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs, circulated to the general public a message
commenting on the situation with regard to disarmament following the tenth special
session of the United Nations General Assembly devoted to disarmament. In the
document, 11r. Simonet drew attention to the Belgian regional-approach initia~ive

and to Belgiurn's hopes for concrete results from the initiative, which he intended
to follow up in the future.

2. The message was cormnunicated to the various news media through the Belga
news agency and met with a favourable response from all the country's newspapers,
which either reproduced it in full or reprinted the most significant portions.

3. In addi tioD, the text of the document ~,!as sent on an individual basis to
members of the Chamber and Senate belonging to the Foreign Affairs COIT@ittee.

4. At the same time, it was sent to the Director of the United Nations
Information and Liaison Office in Brussels, Mrs. T. Gastaud.

5. The message was also circulated to Belgian non-governmental organizations
interested in the question of disarmament.

BYELORUSSIAN SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLIC

[Original: Russi~7

[21 August 19lcjJ

1. Disarmament Ueek, vhich 'TaS proclaimed in 1978 by the special session of the
United Nations General Assembly devoted to disarmament, was observed widely
throughout the Byelorussian SSR.

2. During the week of 24 to 31 October 1978, the paramount import~nce of the
tasks of ending the arms race and moving forward to general and complete
disarmament was stressed at meetings of representatives of the public in a number
of cities throughout the Republic and in statements on radio and television and in
the Republican and local press. Particular emphasis was placed on the need to
redouble efforts to achieve disarmament and on the responsibility and duty of all
States Members of the United Nations to make a practical contribution towards
implementing the Organization 1 s decisions aimed at curbine the ruinous arms race
and at sup~orting and strengthening international peace and security in accordance
"ith the Charter of the United Pations.

I ...
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3. The Byelorussian people gave unanimous support to the initiatives taken by
the Soviet Union at the special session of the General Assembly devotod to
disarmament and at the thirty-third session of the General Assembly, which were
prompted by a desire to strengthen the peace and security of States by limiting
the arms race and achieving disarmament.

4. The people of the Byelorussian SSR are unanimous in their belief that there
is today no problem more important or urgent than that of curbing the arms race
and moving fon"lard to real disarmament measures. During their observance of
Disarmament Week, the workers of Byelorussia aGain called for the speedy and
successful completion of current international negotiations on various Questions
relating to disarmament and military detente. Vigorously condemning the efforts
being directed towards production of the basic components of neutron weapons, the
'.mrkers of the Byelorussian SSR add their voice of protest to the demand of the
Deo~les of the entire world for a ban on neutron weapons.

5. A meeting on Disarmament Week attended by representatives of the people of
the Byelorussian SSR's heroic capital Minsk unanimously approved a letter to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations, the text of which was fon,arded to the
United Nations Secretariat on 29 Noveniller 1978.

6. In the letter, the participants in the meeting reaffirmed their commitment to
the lofty ideals of peace and international security and of saving succeeding
generations from the scourge of war. They stressed the fact that in our age there
is no sensible alternative to detente, cessation of the arms race and disarmament.
The peoples of the world expect the United Nations to make an active contribution
to the achievement of its most important task - that of ensuring international
security and lasting peace on earth.

CUBA

{Original: Spanis~

{13 March 197<jJ

1. The Republic of Cuba, which was among the sponsors of the resolution in
question, fully shares the desire to promote measures on the mobilization of '",orld
public opinion in order to create an international atmosphere conducive to the
implementation of practical measures with regard to disarmament.

2. The Government of the Republic of Cuba feels that the arms race is one of the
main problems impeding the strengthening of international security and the
economic and social progress of peoples and that the measures taken by Governments
in celebration of Disarmament vleek will stimulate general interest in the subject
and will help to give an impetus to the process leading to general and complete
di sarmament .

3. At the national level, the radio and television services in the Republic of
Cuba have broadcast interviews of various prominent Cuban personalities concerning
the ~osition of the Committee of Cuban Scientists with regard to the struggle for
disarmament and peace.
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4. Furthermore, Radio Havana Cuba has transmittect to an international audience
three interviel;·rs \Iith the Chain·mman of the Cuban l'lovement for Peace and the
Sovereignty of Peoples and I!l th prominent CtlOan scientists.

5. A programme 18 beine, prepared in the Republic of Cuba for the celebration of
Disarmament Week III 1979.

6. lI'he prograrnrne for this year is to include the vide dissemination of
information on the significance of disarmament and on effective measures to expose
the danger of the arms race in order to increase public understanding of the urgent
tasks in the field of disarmament.

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

{Original: EnglisE!

L'Lll .June 197rj]

1. The Czechoslovak Socialist Republic devotes special attention to questions
relating to the strenGthening of peace, international security and the relaxation
of international tension. _An all-round endeavour aimed at the achievement of
general and lasting peace is a fundamental axiom of its foreign policy., Ttlhich
follmfs from the very essence of the socialist systeTTl.

2. ThE' Czechoslovak people have therefore w-elcomed the decision to proclaim the
'.reek., beginning 'i-lith the anniversary day of the founding of the United Nations
Organization, a Disarmament Peek to promote the obj ectiYes of disar:P1.ament.

3. ~he promotion of the ideas of disarmament is co-ordinated and directed lD the
Czechoslovak Socialist Republic by the Czechoslovak Peace Committee and the
respective Czech and Slovat national Corrmittees subordinated to it '.Thich are a
part of the National Front. The broad Czechoslova!c public is acquainted "ith
these issues by lectures of the peace movement through lecturers, panel
discussions and meetings in factories, schools and various other institutions.
These activities 1-rill bp. stepIJed up in the course of the Disarmament '\:Jeek ..

4. Pro}Jer ]rofessional preparation of the lecturers of the peace movement is
secured by organizinG rec;ular seminars. For instance, in 1979 t1fO seminars vill
be helcl on the effects of the use of weapons of mass d.estruction. It must be
stressed that the o:,rork of the peace movement lecturers follows up on the
sufficiently broad }:nm-Tledge of the basic issues of international security and
disarmament acquired by the Czechosloval~ public in the course of the basic and
higher levels of education ~ as 11el1 as through the mass media, relevant literature
and from other easily available and broadly publicized sources.

5. The activit.ies of the Czechoslovak peace co:mmittees are carried over also into
the international sphere. The committees co-operate ,,-rith the Czecboslovak Hadio
in the preparation of broadcasts in foreign languages. On a regular basis't one
broadcast a. "\!eek is devoted to the peace rrovement, durine: which the issups of
disarmament are a frequent topic. They furthermor.e co-operate with the Unitea
Nations Information Centre in Prague and "t'li th UNESCO on tbe preparation of a

! ....
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the education for disarmament to be helo. in Czechoslovakia in the
The Czechoslovak Peace COlY'.tInittee is preparinr:, thoroughly for its
in the European Forum on Disarmament, Security and Co-operation that
Brussels in October 19796

6. The Czechoslovak Socialist Republic believes that in order to increase the
effectiveness of the promotion of the ideas of peace, international detente and
'ITorld-lvlde disarmament, it is necessary to strengthen international co-operation
in that respect, to create a certain machinery for the exchange of experience,
for mutual co-ordination and assistance. The internatioDB.l wave of protests
against the nanufacture and der;loyment of the nuclear neutron \,reapons held a
certain promise for the future in that context. The international Disarmament
Heek can provide a very suitable frame\Jork for these endeavours and for the
promotion of the objectives of disarmament. As a socialist state Hith extensive
experience in the education of its people for ~eace, the Czechoslovak Socialist
Republic is ready to s~are that experience and, at the same time, to learn from
the positive eXIJerience of other States.

7. The international Disarmament lIeek uill becon8 onc of the im~ortant pillars
of the efforts approved by the States IIembers of the United Nations when, at the
thirty-third session of the United Nations General Assembly, they voted in their
ovenrhelming majority in favour of the adoption of the Polish draft of the
Declaration on the Preparation of Societies for Life in Peace (Assembly
resolution 33/73).

DENMARK

{Original: Englis~

if May 197V

1. 'Ibe Danish Government veJ.comes the decision of the General Assembly under
resolution 33/71 D to invite governmental as well as non-governmental
organizations to undertake annual activities to promote the objectives of
Disar:P.1ament T:ieek. The Danish Government attaches e:reat inportance to the
dissemination of information on the dangers of the continued arms race and on the
efforts to halt and reverse it through appropriate disarmament measures. For many
years infor[l1ational and educational activities hp"ve been carried out in this field
by the Government as 'Hell as 11Y non-governmental organizations in Denmarl-c. In
recognition of the imgortance of the United Nations special session on disarmament
such informational and educational activities \vere intensified vith the purpose of
contributin~ to a -public debate on disarmament.

2a Activities carried out on the occasion of the United Nations special session
on disarmament included:

(a) Holdine; seminars, conferences, and symposiwns vd th the participation of
scientists, researchers, journalists, corrrrnentators and officials. These meetine;s
~,'Tere arranged by the ~J:inistry of Foreign ~Qffairs or by voluntary organizations \·rith

1...
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financial support from the !'Iinistry. Of these arrangements, a public meeting "ith
the participation of l'Irs. Lise 0stergaard, 'linister "ithout Port folio, and leading
experts and commentators deserves special mention;

(b) Participation of representatives of voluntary organizations as observers
to the special session on disarmament with public financial support with a view to
strengthening efforts in the field of public education on disarmament;

(c) Dissemination of the Final Document of the special session on disarmament
in Danish translation in accordance with the recommendations of the special session.
The document "as made available to the general public and was distributed in
particular to organizations in the field of popular education and to educational
institutions;

(d) Publishing a namphlet prepared by the Danish united Nations Association
on the background to and the progress achieved of the special session on
disarmament with financial support from the Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

3. It might further be mentioned that the Committee set up by the Danish
Government in 1961 to folIo" international developments in the fields of arms
control and disarrilament annually sUbmits a report to the Minister for Foreign
Affairs.

FINLAND

LPriginal: Englis~

r19 June 19irjJ

/For the text of the reply, see A/34/458~

GREECE

[Original: EnglisW

[30 April 197(z../

On the occasion of Disarmament rleek, on 24 October 1978, the Prime Minister of
Greece, IT.E. ~lr. Constantine Caramanlis, addressed to the Secretary-General of the
United Nations the follo"ing message:

On the occasion of Disarmament Heel<, which ,rill be inaugurated today, the
thirty-third anniversary of the United Nations Organization, I "ould like to
reiterate the Greek Government's support for the valuable "ork of the Organization
In the field of arms control and disarmament.

He believe that during the recent special session of the General Assembly
devoted to disarmament, we "ere able to set the foundations of a ne" beginning.
At this session I had expressed certain ideas and vie1TS about the principles, the
programme of action and the institutions for disarmament. It is "ith great



A/34/457
English
Page 9

satisfaction that I have noted the wide measure of agreement of other Governments
on the questions raised at that session. Indeed~ vre were able to formulate the
basic principles and to set up a programme of action on a world scale both for
nuclear and conventional armaments. SU:9port was given for both the
non-proliferation of nuclear arms and the free transfer of nuclear technology for
peaceful uses to the non-nuclear States.

1118 issue of conventional arms was given the prominence it deserves,
especially if 'de take into account that, of t~e resources devoted to armaments,
the Greater measure is spent for these arms. Furthermore, as events have shown
since the Second Horld Hay, conventional arms have been widely used in armed
conflicts such as the invasion of Cyprus.

As far as the institutional frameuork is concerned, the appropriate reforms
of the deliberative Gnd negotiating bodies will ensure that the United Nations will
be able to play (1 more important and active role, consistent with the Organization's
responsibilities in the maintenance of peace and security.

The results of the special session are encouraging. But we must not forget
that if the security of States is not increased, every effort in the field of
disarmament may be jeopardized.

On this important occasion I uould like to express my sincere hope that the
renewed efforts of the United Nations to attain the goal of a eeneral and complete
disarmament under strict and effective international control may soon fructify.
And '\.\Thile we are today celebrating the thirty-third anniversary of our
Organization~ we should remind ourselves of our cOB~itment to ensure respect from
all for the principles of the rharter and the resolutions of the United Nations.

INDIA

{Original: Englis~

{4 Hay 1972/

/For the text of the reply, see A/34/458~

ITALY

{Original: EnGlis~

[2 June 197i]

1. In connexion "Hi th Disarmament Heek, Italy undertook to illustrate and examine
in depth, in the context of its appropriate political entities Rnd especially in
Parliament, the entire subject of anus reduction, in order to incorporate it into
the larger strategy of eeneral and complete disarmament under strict international
control.

/ ...
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2. 'T}1cse activities beGan irrililediately after the conclusion of the special GEssion
of the United '\Tations General Assembly devoted to disarmarrlent, in the fremE"lJork of,
inter. alia, informal meetinc;s held 111 thin the "?'arliament for that purpose.

3. SubsequeDtly~ in addition to the relevC1nt initiatives taken by non-p:overnnental
orr;aniz8,tions, R naTI1phlet entitled IlThe special session of the United N2,t,lons
General Assembly devoted to disarmament H

, containing an evaluation of the \-mrL
accomplished during the session, '·las distributed in a meeting chaired by a
!::;overnment official and attended by qualified representatives of Italian political
parties. Issued at the same meetinG Here an. Italian tran.slation of the Final
Docmaent and a series of other political and technical documents related to the
special session and the action taken by Italy in regard to it.

4.. On that occasion, the government represente-tive revie"'(.,Ted and explained in
clepth all the main disarnament issues under study or nee;otiation by the various
relevant fora",

5.. All of this documentation ~ as 1,rell as the content of the Government T s
declarations, 1Jas provided to the communications media, 1'Thich sa"T to its
dissemination and publication ..

JAPJ\lJ

[Original: Englis~

L10 May 197:iJ

On the occasion of Disarmament Heek, In 1978, the follo"ing aetivities "ere
orGanized:

(a) The Hinister for Foreign Affairs of Japan issued a statement in "hieh he
expressed cTct}mn t 8 determination to make every possible effort t01'Tard the
achievement of disarmament, by taking such measures as are practical and realistic
on Cl step-by-step basis'l spurred on by the ne1.J stimulus Civen by the tenth special
session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament.

(b) A symposium on disarmament ~'as held, to \{hieh l0r. Tim Greve (NOH1ay), a
member of the Stockholm International Peaee Researcll Institute (SIPRI), "a.s
invited as a rrmin speo}~.er.

(c) Pamphlets outlininG the results of the tenth special session devoted to
disarnament 1\Tere prepared and disseminated to the general public ..

(d) Senior officials concerned in the l',.jinistry of Foreign Affairs conducted
a number of briefings to the Eeneral 9ublic on disarmament through television and
radio prograrmnes.

I ...
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.t'-lAURITIUS

[Original: EnGlis~

{16 t'ay 197'i!

The GovC'.rnment~ of ~,ofauritius haG no activities to report in the context
of the 9YOmot,ion of tte ooJectives of the Disarrnament ",Tee1:.

HONGOLIA

{Orir,inal: Russia~

LP; April 197'i!

1. In implementation of the decision taken at the tenth snecial session of the
United Nations General Assembly devoted to disarmament, the International 'Peek
devoted to fostering the objectives of disarmament "as celebrated in the
tTongolian People's Republic from 24 to 31 October 1978. T'he Government "as
motivated by the sincere desire to do everything possible to help mobilize
"orld public opinion in the interests of rapidly solving the problems of
disarmament, \'lhich constitutes the most urgent task of our time. Various
activities 1-rere orGanized durine the ~7eek.

2. On 18 September 1978, the Politbureau of the Central Committee of the
!\1ongolian People I s Revolutionary Party adopted a special decision to observe
throughout the country the Internatioll8.1 TTeek devoted to fostering the ob,l ectiyes
of disarmament. The ruling party and Government of the Ivlongolian People's
Reput.lic attach the greatest importance to solvine:, the most urgent problem
confrontinp mankind, that of halting the arms race and achieving eenuine
disarmarnerlt.

3. On the fj-Yst day of international Disarmament ~Jeek the newspaper Unen, the
central organ of the I'ionc;olian Peo"9le '8 Revolutionary Party and the Government,
rublished a leading article that confirmed our country's position of principle on
the questions of' halting the armg race and achievin8 disarmament and dre'VT
ottention to the danger of the ar'llS race, vhich is continuing through the fault
of the imperialist, militarist and other reactionary forces. The resolute support
of the Yiongolian People's Eepublic for the important initiatives of the Soviet
Union and other fraternal countries of the socialist community in the sphere of
disarmament Td9,S reaffirmed.

4. The tlongolian Committ<2e for the Defence of P<2ace and the Mongolian United
Nations Association made an appeal to the !,'Tongolian pUblic ~ and to the public of
the 1wrld at large, 1Thich particularly stressed the need to intensifY the struggle
of the 1'rorl cl 's peoples to halt the arms race ~ achieve disarmament and strengthen
international ~eace and security and the importance of publicizing the decisions of
the tenth special session of the United Nations General Assembly devoted to
disarmament.

/ ...
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5. The Central Council of i1ongolian Trade Unions, the Central Committee of the
i1ongolie.n TIevolutionary Alliance of Youth and the Committee of r'Iongolian Vomen
issued on 25 October 1978 a joint declaration in which they expressed support
for the Final Document of the Tenth Snecl£l Session and also for the Soviet
Union's initiative at the thirty-third seo"'; on of the General Assembly proposing
the conclusion of an international convention to strengthen security guarantees
for non-nuclear States and resolutely condemned the decision of the United States
Government to manufacture the "basic components of a neutron 1.~TeaDon.

6. The newspapers and magazines of the country publicized the international
Week devoted to fostering the objectives of disarmament. The newspapers ~~,
Hovosti 11one:olii.,. Ulaan Od, Ulaanbaataryn Heclee and others published over 20
articles aDd other material relating to United Fations Day and Disarmament Week.

7. Other infor-mation mecLia ,!rere also used to explain the priority goals set
forth in the Final Document of the special session. Padio and television
broadcast discussions and exchanr:;es of vie"rs on disarmament questions in which
scholars, COITanentators and experts took part and interview-s "'i<Tith people from
various 9rofessions~

G. T10rkers t rrtaSS reeetings devoted to Disarmament Heek ·Here organized by various
Dublic orgili~izations in tOvlllS and in rural areas. Workers, members of the
intelligentsia, and cattle-breec.ers spote at these meetings and called for an
cnd to the arms race. They firmly demanded that China should im~ediately halt
the nuclear-weapons tests which are being conducted in the atmosphere in the
im..rnediate Vicinity of the borcter "'i.Jith our country.

9. During the ~Teek!l lectures 9 discussions and tall';",s on disarmament problems
were organized. in more than 20 centres of the country.

10. In our vielT, it v!Ould be desirable if the report of the Secretaxy-General
to be subnitted in accordance "ith I'aragraph 4 of General Assembly resolution
33/71 D on the -basis of an analytical survey of the activities organiz€'d in
various countries during the \1eek devoted to fostering the ob,jectiyes of
disarmament ') ~\"TOuld sur,gest the best ~ossible combination of the most popular and
effective measures for broadly mobilizing puhlic opinion in support of disarmament.
This "ould be in keeping "ith tbe spirit of paragraph 2 of that resolution.

11 ~ Each ye,3JT, international Disarmament T'!cck could be orEanized under a
particular slogan which would help mohilize world puhlic opinion more effectively
in support of halting the arms race and achieving disarmament ..

12. 'l.oJe believe that, on thf:.~ occasion of the international Heek devoted to
fostering the objectives of disarmament, the signing of, accession to or
ratification of international treaties and a~reements concluded in the sphere of
halting the arms race and achieving disarmament would be the most concrete and
effective sten that could be taken by those States 'Thich have not yet acceded to
such treaties and agreements.

I ...
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13. Fe believe that the Uniteo_ ,"rations Centre for Disarmament hgs a sDecial role
to }lay in preparinG lecture subjects, posters, brochures~ books and other
materials on disarmement q_uestions and o.isseminatinr them among States \'1embers
of the Dni ted lTations.

Ilt. T"!e hope that the activities described above and the v:te~vS expressed ~Till

be taten into consideration 1·rhen preparinc; the model proc;ramme referred to in
paragraph 2 of General Assembly resolution 33111 D.

15. In vie" of the fact that 1919 is the International Year of the Chil".,
international Disarm.ament Heck this year could. be organized under the slor;an
fILet us achieve ree.I progress in disarmament for the sal:e of the happiness of
children all over the "arId".

16. The P2r!Janent Representative of the )1ongolian People' s Renublic sur:r:ests
that, if the Secretary-General of the United Nations considers the above-~entioned

idea acceptable, he should include this slogan, or a similar one, in the Bodel
proGramme to be prepared in accordance with para~raph 2 of Gener8l Assembly
resolution 33111 D ancl should call upon the States '·lembers of the United
;,Tations to celebrate international DisarmaNent ~:!eel: in 197::J under such 8, slor,an.

I ...
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NEF ZEALAND

[Original: Englis~7

[31 May 19727

1, The New Zealand Government, in accordance with its support for Disarmament
\{eek as a focus point for stimulating public interest in and awareness of
disarmament·mrelated matters ~ has made a considerable effort to disseminate
information on disarmament. Some examples of government.-promoted activity are:

(a) Over 1,000 copies of the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session
elevoted to disarmament 'i>rere distributed to secondary schools 5 universities,
libraries, interested organizations and members of the public, In addition, the
New Zealand Government placed a notice in the Education Gazette which explained
,nly the Final Document was being so widely distributed and described how it might
best be used.

(b) The 3ew Zealand Government is particularly aware of the need to increase
public understanding of the danger of the arms race and the need for its cessatioll 9

and Ministers have spoken regularly on disarmament issues in public fora.
Officials of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs have also addressed interested groups.

(c) Shortly before the commencement of Disarmament Week in 1978 a background
article outlining the importance of the special session and detailing the
Government's approach to disarmament was widely circulated. A similar article
incorporating developments in 1979 l'lill be made available during this year IS

Disarmament Week,

(d) Although the New Zealand Green Paner on Disarmament was published in
advance of the special session~ its value has not diminished. It continues to
f2.cilitate public access to reliable and first-hand information on disarmament
issues, and in doing so provoke ~well-informed public discussion and debate 0 As a
consequence~ the objectives of Disarmament vTeek have become more widely kno~~o

20 Furthermore, the Permanent Representative of :NeTtlT Zealand has the honour to
advise that the work of non-governmental organizations in New Zealand in connexion
wi th Disarmament \leek and the dissemination of information on disarmament matters
is intensive and I/lidespread. eon-governmental organization activities are focused
around the co-·ordinating function of the National Consultative Committee On

Disarmament. Other groups such as the United Nations Association of New Zealand
(UI1IANZ) and the Foundation for Peace Studies play a useful role in informing the
pUblic on disarmament issues senerally, and, as the time draws nearer~ on
Disarmament \tTeek. Although the National Consultative COlTllnittee was established
primarily for purposes rela-ted to the special session, it has remained in existence
and continues to co-ordinate the efforts of Hew Zealand nOD<-'Bovernmental
orGanizations in this area and to act as a contact point with the Government. The
Foundation for Peace Studies has prepared a packaGe of background material on
disarmament for the use of school teachers vl[lO incorporate disarmaI:lent issues in
social or liberal studies. Finally, UNANZ has published a booklet entitled
"'Disarmament and Development Campaign\! l.Jhich discusses the dangers of the
international arms raCe and enlists Ne\'! Zealand public support in observing the
objectives of Disarmament \'leek. / ...
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NORHAY

{Original: Englis~/

{9 Hay 1(JT27

LFor the text of the reply, see A/34/458~7

POLAND

{Original: Englisg?

L12 June 19lrjJ

1. The POlish People's Republic, its Government and the people attach great and
unflagging importance to halting the arms race and to disarmament. The latter
stems from the profound conviction that lasting peace and security for every people
and State can only be achieved through effective progress in that field. Poland
has therefore been actively participating and will continue to participate in the
future in all constructive efforts aimed at bringing closer and implementing the
final realization of this paramount objective. The Government of Poland also lends
its support to all bilateral and multilateral initiatives which promote
consolidation in the minds of men) amonc Governments and Parliaments~ civic and
political organizations throughout the world.~ of the conviction that peace is the
supreme value, calling for universal support and strong commitment.

2. Poland welcomed the idea of convening the special session of the General
Assembly devoted to disarmament and actively participated both in its preparation
and in its work. The Government of Poland regards positively the results of the
special session and~ con8eq~ently, is sparing no effort on the national and
international planes to ensure the full implementation of its decisions. ~;eant to
promote strengthening of peace and formulate concrete measU12s with that end in
view, they include proclamation of the international week devoted to fostering the
objectives of disarmament. The proposal to proclaim the week~ at the special
session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament, as well as the relevant
draft resolution submitted by the delegation of Mongolia at the thirty-third
session ef the General Assembly (Assembly resolution 33/,1), received the full
support of Poland.

3. In so doing, the Government of Poland was cognizant of the fact that
disarmament and international security matters v;ere not r:;iven the attention they
deserved in all countries nor did they receive coverage adequate to their importance
in the mass media$ the activities of civic and political organizations) trade
unions) parliamentary groups, etc. The Disarm&ilent Week should therefore serve in
such countries the purpose of giving this subject a status more adequate to its
im.portance 9 by generating greater interest for it on the part of the public at
larce and civic and political orcanizations~ stressing the significance of
disarmament and strenr;thening international security for the cause of peace.

/ ...
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4. The struGGle for peace 9 and thereby for disarmament 1 international security
and detente, is part and parcel of the foundations of Poland's socio-political
system. The Constitution of the Polish People's Republic defines attainment of the
COITlnOn objective of strengthening world peace as one of the fundamental functions
of the State. That approach is also based upon the tragic experiences of the
Polish people, in the memory of which the cruelty of war is impressed as mankind's
greatest plague. Hence, in their daily, persistent and long-standing activities,
Polish mass media as well as the civic and political organizations do focus their
attention on measures leading to the final elimination of wars from both the minds
of men and the political arsenals of States.

5· Action towards that end has been unchangeably vigorous, as the Polish people
are ;wll aware of the importance of disarmament for the cause of peace and stand
ready to make a significant contribution to its strengthening. The vast informative
and educational campaign "For the Right to Life in Peace", held in 1977 and 1978,
exemplified well the activities in question. Presentation by Poland of the draft
Declaration on the Preparation of Societies for Life in Peace, subsequently
adopted without a dissenting vote as Assembly resolution 33/73 by the thirty-third
session of the General Assembly, had come as their consistent continuation.

6, Disarmament \,eek thus offers an additional opportunity to concentrate many
actions with a view to promoting detente~ international security and disarmament.
In 1978, full advantage has been taken of that opportunity. Preparations are
already under way for this year 1 s Disarmament Week~ commencing on 24 October.
Numerous Polish organizations and institutions, including the All~Poland Peace
Corrooittee, the Polish National Committee for UNESCO, the Polish United Nations
AssociatioD 9 the Polish United Nations Students~ Association and other mass 9 civic
and political organizations are preparing, with all means at their disposal, special
pro8raunnes of action to mark the observance of Disarmament Heek.

7. The Polish National Committee for UNESCO, for eX~1ple, plans to hold special
lectures devoted to problems of disarmament in all Polish schools associated with
UNESCO. Institutions like the Polish Academy of Sciences 'and the Polish Institute
of International Affairs are also involved in the observance of Disarmament Week.
They participate in the preparation of information materials~ press articles and
publications on disarmament? to be made available in connexion with the Week. The
Polish Agency "Interpress" "ill be offering information on those activities for
foreign readers,

8, During last year's observance of Disarmam_ent Week in Poland~ special attention
was focused on popularizing the contents and ideas of the Declaration on the
Preparation of Gocieties for Life in Peace. Numerous articles, commentaries~

interviews and s"Latements concerning the Declaration ·"ere published in the Polish
press. In different quarters, particularly among lawyers and students J meetings,
discussions, seminars and lectures were held. Further activities of that kind are
anticipated, aimed at the continuation of this important action which, designed as
it is to build a broad infrastructure of peace in the minds of people, has met with
a positive pUblic response.

* * ;~
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The Government of the Polish People's Republic trusts that the position and
information presented in this reply will be used in keeping with the spirit of
relevant resolutions, for the purpose of elaboration and dissemination of a model
of observances of international Disarmament TIeek under the motto of peace and
progress.

RGr1ArJIA

[Original: Englis~/

[15 May 19T')]

l. In pursuit of United Nations General Assembly resolution 33/Tl D, the
Government of the Socialist Republic of Romania conveys to the Secretary·-General the
following information on how the international week devoted to fostering the
objectives of disarmament has been marked in Romania.

2. The Socialist Republic of Romania considers that the cessation of the arms
race and passaGe to concrete measures of disarmament constitute an absolute
imperative and a task of paramount importance of the contemporary world. In this
context 9 Romania considers that, at present, in addition to the existence of the
political will of the Governments, a powerfUl mobilization of the largest social
forces in the struggle for disarmament is necessary more than ever before. In
this respect, the peoples of the world, through their united and firm action, have
the historical role to impose the cessation of the arms race in such a manner that
the threat of a nuclear holocaust should forever be eliminated and human society
may march forward towards a world free of weapons and wars~ a world of peace and
peaceful co-operation.

3. In our country, the international >reek devoted to fostering the objectives of
disarmament has been celebrated, starting from the understanding of the fact that,
at present, the arms race is the main danger to international peace and security
and that the implementation of concrete measures for the cessation of the arms race
and disarmament should constitute the primordial objective of the peoples' action.
Ample mass actions on a national scale and various manifestations were organized
in which representatives of all sections of the population participated ~ workers,
peasants, intellectuals and youth and elders. The international 1,eek devoted to
fostering the objectives of disarmament proclaimed by the United Nations was
marked by nurJlerous institutions and organizations both governmental and
non-governmental.

4. Among the manifestations organized in the spirit of resolution 33171 D on the
occasion of Disarmament Heek are the follm.;ing:

(a) The press - dailies, weeklies, monthlies - has pUblished ample articles
on disarmament problems;

(b) The magazine The v/orld (~~ea) of great national circulation has
pUblished as a supplement the whole text of the Final Document adopted by the
special session of the United Nations General Ass6"bly devoted to disarmament;

/0 ..
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(c) The Romanian television and radio broadcast special programmes devoted
to the international week of disarmament;

(d) Meetings and symposiums were organized in Bucharest at the Academy of
Economic Sciences and Polytechnical Institute, as well as at other institutes of
higher education from Jassy, Cluj, Timi,oara in which lectures On the United
Nations special session as well as on the aspects of the economic and social
consequences of the arms race were delivered:

(e) Within the framework of the actions organized to mark the international
"eek devoted to disarmament, under the auspices of the National Committee for
Peace, in Bucharest a meeting was held, between 30 October and 1 November 1978, on
the sUbject "The role of pO"pular masses in achievinc peace and security in Europe'
in which representatives of national committees for peace of 21, European countries
particinated and where the disarmament problems held central place during the
debates 0

5. The manifestations held in Romania contributed to better information for
Romanian pUblic opinion on the real situation, in the field of armaments~ on the
huge Slli~S spent for military purposes, which represent an ever greater burden for
peoples j as well as on the actual situation of the necotiations on disarmament
w·ithin the United Nations frameliork and its deliberative and negotiating bodies.

6. All the manifestations held on the occasion of the international week devoted
to disarmament have pointed out the danger of the arms race and the necessity for
adopting concrete measures in this field) the achievement of viable agreements
conducive to general and complete disarflament~ and first of al1 1 nuclear
disarmament~ to detente~ co-operatioD 5 peace and seclITity.

UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS

LOriginal; Russia~7

/50 April 1979.-7

1. In connexion with General Assembly resolution 33/71 D on Disarmament Week, the
Permanent Mission of the USSR to the United Nations wishes to communicate the
following.

2. In the Soviet Union) a country which is in the forefront of the struggle for
pe[iCe and disarmament) the call of the United Nations to organize Disarmament Heek
from 21, to 31 October 1978 ',Tas greeted with satisfaction. The ,'eek .JaS celebrated
in the USSR by the orcanization of a number of activities concerned with the
struggle in favour of detente and disarmament and against the further exacerbation
of the arlilS race and the manufacture of such an inhuman weapon of mass destruction
as the neutron bombo

3. On the initiative of the All··Union Central Trade Union Council, the USSR
Parliamentary Group, the Soviet United Nations Association 5 the Soviet COrrLmittee for

/ ...
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the Defence of Peace and a number of other organizations ~ a meeting of the MOSCOvl

pUblic to celebrate the event was held at Moscow on 24 October 1978. The
participants in the meeting sent a letter to the Secretary-General of the United
Nations advocating the enhancement of the role of the United Nations and of the
responsibility of its members in achieving effective measures to promote peace and
international security. Similar meetings were held at the capitals of the Union
Republics as well.

4. The Soviet Committee for the Defence of Peace, the War Veterans' Committee and
the Committee of Soviet Women held solemn meetings devoted to Disarmament Week, at
which they adopted appropriate declarations reflecting the unflinching will and
desire of Soviet citizens to achieve a radical break-through in the struggle for
genuine disarmament.

5. Numerous communications and articles devoted to Disarmament Week were
published in the Soviet press. Soviet radio and television provided detailed
coverage of the celebration of Disarmament Week in the Soviet Union and in other
countries.

6. In addition to the observance of Disarmament Week, the Soviet Union regularly
disseminates information and organizes symposiums, meetings, conferences and other
national and international forums to expose the danger of the arms race, propagate
the need for its cessation and increase pUblic understanding of the urgent tasks in
the field of disarmament and in particular of the provisions of the Final Document
of the tenth special session of the United Nations General Assembly.

UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIIJ
A}!D NORTHERN IRELAND

{Original: Englis~7

{i Nay 1972/

1. The Minister of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs,
Lord Goronwy-Roberts, addressing the First Committee of the General Assembly on
23 October 1978, pointed out that the theme of celebrations of United Nations Day
in the United Kingdom that year was "The United Nations _. Ilorking for a Safer
World". He added:

aI am especially glad to be speaking on the day before the first
Disarmament !leek to take place in accordance with the decisions of the
recent special session. The week is to be devoted to fostering the
objectives of disarmament, which is exactly the purpose of the work of
this Committee and the participation in it of the United Kingdom."

2. The principal medium chosen by the British Government for bringing public
attention to United Nations Disarmament !leek was a specially written leaflet
produced with the co-operation of the United Nations Association of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland. The leaflet described the important contribution to

I . ..
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international security of United Nations activities in disarmament, peace-keeping
and the peaceful settlement of disputes. It included a brief account of the
tenth special session on disarmament and pointed out that the week beginning on
24 October would be devoted to fostering the objectives of disarmament. Copies of
this leaflet and a supporting poster on the same theme were distributed to
orGanizations throughout the country. At many United Nations Association meetings
to celebrate United Nations Day special emphasis was placed on disarmament.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

{Original: Englis~7

{29 May 197i!

{For the text of the reply, see A/34/458~7

VENEZUELP,

{Original: Spanis~

/i8 .Tune 1979.7

/For the text of the reply, see A/34/458~7


