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REFORT OF THE SECRETARY~GENERAL ON DEVELOFMENTS THREATENING
THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE UNITED NATIONS OBSERVATION OPERATION
IN THE SUEZ CANAL SECTIOR

1. I am increasingly concerned about recent developments which threaten the
effectiveness of the observation of the cease-fire in the Suez Canal sector.
These developments also expose United Natiéns Military Observers and other United
Nations personnel engaged in the observation operation to grave danger and cause
heavy damage to United Nations installations, vehicles and equipment., With this
concern in mind, I addressed on 21 April 1969 identical letters to the Permanent
Representatives of Israel and the United Arab Republic. The text of these

identical letters is as follows:
"Excellency,

"Thave the honour to refer to the situation in the Suez Canal cease-fire
sector as described in the supplemental information reports circulated as
Security Council documents in the 8/7950 series. In the past few weeks
heavy exchanges of fire, including the use of mortars, artillery and tank -
guns, have become an almost routine occurrence in the Suez Canal sector. : .

"Quite apart from my concern over these breaches of the Becurity
‘Council cease-fire, I feel obliged to point out certain actions of the
parties which substantially impair the United Nations observation operation
and to bring to your attention my grave and increasing anxiety for the safety
of the United Nations Military Observers and supporting Field BService
personnel stationed in the Suez Canal sector.

"The Chief of Staff of UNTSO, Lieutenant-General Odd Bull, has on
several occasions in the past communicated his concern to the authorities
on both sides as regards the impairment of the observation operation, the
safety of United Nations personnel and the heavy damage caused to United
Nations installations and vehicles in the course of various breaches of the
cease-fire. He has complained to them that United Nations installations
and facilities, although clearly and unmistakeably marked, have been , ;
repeatedly fired upon by both sides. In this connexion General Bull has '
remarked that many United Nations Observation Posts have been heavily
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encroached upon on bsth sides of“the‘Oanal by military positions of the
parties and that these encroachments not only reduce the Observation
capability of the United Nations Military Observers but also gravely and
wmecessarily  endanger their lives., General Bull has also reguested the
authorities on both sides urgently to provide assistance for the improvement
or, when necessary, for the comstruction of shelters for the United Nations
personnel. This assistance has so far been inadequate.

"A brief summary of some of the damage caused hetween 8 March and
20 April to United Nations installations and vehlcles affords some idea of
the risks incurred by the United Nations personnel in the Suez Canal sector.
During this period there were twenty shooting incidents with the following
damage:

(i) Seven caravans and one swall bus used as living quarters completely
destroyed; caravans damaged on sixteen occasions, buildings of
United Nations Control Centres and Observation Posts damaged on
twenty-seven Occasions; garage, general workshop and store houses
damaged; residential buildings damaged on two occasions.

(ii) Forty-eight vehicles damaged; nine trailers damaged; one generator
dectroyed and three damaged.

(iii) Two radio antennae completely destroyed; numerous antennae damaged
and several radio gets destroyed.

"It is remarkable that, so far, there have been no fatalities among
United Nations personnel in the Suez Canal sector. I feel, however, that
it is my duty to make every possible effort to ensure that these officers,
who have been made available to the United Nations by their Governments,
and the United Nations Field Service personnel who assist them, are not
subjected to unnecessary or excessive risks in the performance of their
duties., Indeed, I do not feel that this operation can, or should, be
maintained indefinitely under such conditions, although I realize that
in the nature of their functions United Nations Military Observers must
inevitably face certain risks,

"I would be grateful if you would convey my views as expressed above
to your Government. I would also request that instructions be gilven
urgently to the military forces concerned to avoid as far as possible actions
which restrict the observation oOperation or endanger the safety of United
Nations personnel in the Suez Canal sector, in particular by the
encroachment of United Nations Observation Posts and by firing at United
Nations installations and facilities. I would further request that the
construction of new shelters for United Nations personnel be completed as a
matter of urgency.

"Accept, Ixcellency, the assurances of wy highest consideration.

(Signed) U THANT"
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On 25 April 1969 T received two letters Ifrom the Permanent Representative

Teruel In reply to my lebter of 21 April. The text of the first letter is

follows:

"Fxcellency,

"I have the honour to acknowledse receipt of your letter of
21 April 1969 concerning the safety of United Nations Military Observers
and supporting Field Service pergonnel stationed in the Suez Canal sector.

"I have transmitted the contents of your letter to the Covernment of
Tesrael which will give it careful consideration.

"In the meantime I am in & position to assure you that Israeli forces
are under gtrict orders to do all within uhelf pover to nrevent danger to
United Nations personnel and United Mations installations., It is now
clear that the United Arab Republic forceg have been recently opening
fire intentionally on United Nations [ilitary Observers, Unitec Nations
ingtallations and trangport in order to inflict injury, damage and
destruction on theu.

"Particularly denlorable and barbaric was the wounding by the
Loyptian forces on 22 April 1969 of United Nations Military Observer
Japtain Young of Ireland and the subsecuent attacks by these forces over
several hours on United Nationg and Isrzeli personnel and vehicles which
tried to extricate hinm.

"I ghall not fail to inform you of any additional comments as soon
ag I receive them from Jerusalem.

"Pleage accept, Breellency, the assurances of my highest
congideration,

(izned) Yosef TEKOAH"

/...
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The text of the second letter is ag follows:
"Excellency,

"On instructions of my Government I have the honour to refer to
yvour letter of 21 April 1969 concerning the safety of United Nations
Military Observers and supporting Field Service personnel stationed in
the Suez Canal sector and further to the interim reply which I sent to
you earlier today, to state the following:

"Tt is regrettable that the above letter, by referring indifferently
to 'the parties' in genersal terms, is liable to convey a misleading
impression, as if the two parties were equally respongible for the
situation which prompted the letter under reply. It is beyond dispute,
and this is fully borne out in the latest series of reports emanating
from General 0Odd Bull and submitted to the Security Council by the
Secretary-CGeneral, that the Tsrael authorities in general and the Israel
armed forces in particular are punctillious in respeclting the status
and duties of the United Nations Military Observers in the Suez Canal
sector, are co-operating fully with General Odd Bull, with a view to
maintaining tranquillity in accordance with the resolutions of the
Security Council, and are doing their utmost to reduce to the absclute
ninimum any risks to the obgervers and their equipment, and to United
Wations installatbions. This attitude ig in full conformity with the
volicy of the Covermment of Israel with regard to the cease-~fire, In
this connection I wish to repeat what I wrote in my letter today to
the President of the Security Council as follows:

"The Government of Israel desires that the cease~Tire be
scrupulously observed on the basis of complete reciprocity and
that tranquillity prevail along the cease~fire lines. The
Government of Israel would appreciate it 1f Your Excellency could
use your influence with the Government of the United Arab Republic
to abide effectively by its obligation faithfully to maintain
the cease-fire.’

"The recent supplemental informetion reports circulated by the
Secretary-General as Security Council documents in the 8/7930 series,
to which the Secretary-General's letter referred, establish that the
armed forces of the United Arab Republic are the ones that have
repeatedly and openly initiated gross military assaults on the United
Nations Military Observerg and their equipment and installations, and
have been exceptionally obdurvate in their refusal to institute any
practical steps to minimize the danger and damage. The circumstances
of the recent attacks of this character leave no room for any reasonable
doubt that the attacks were not the product of miscalculation or
carelessness hubt were deliberate and are an expression of the declared
policy of the United Arab Republic. Those assaults on the United Nations
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cease~-fire obgervation effort are in line with the publicly avowed
EBgyptian objective of creating tension in the Suez Canal area and of
dramatizing it. It is not impossible that one of the factors influencing
these activities of the United Arab Republic is an expectation that the
United Nations might draw certain conclusionsg from this situation and
decide to withdraw its ceage~fire observation from that area - an
operation which, as is well known presents considerable inconvenience

to the implementation of the Unitved Arab Republic policy of aggression.

"Your letter touches upon a number of gpecific aspects of the problem
of safety of the United Nations Militazy Observers. I wish to confirm
that the letter of 19 September 1968 from the Minister of Defense to
General 0dd Bull remains in full force and effect. The text of that
letter read:

"In reply to your letter of 16 September 1968, I wish to
xpress the regret of my Government and myself at hearing that
several United Nalions cease-fire installations were damaged during
the exchange of Tire in the Suez Canal area on & September initiated
by the United Arab Republic forces in viclation of the cease-fire.

'"If any such damage wasg causged by firing from our side, I can
agsure you that this was wholly unintentional. I have given
instructions to ensure that stringent precautions should be taken
in future to avoid any similar occcurrence.!

"On the question of encroachments upon observation posts,
General 0dd Bull or his representative have approached the Igrael
authorities on geveral cccasions in the past with requests to increase
the distance between Israell military positiong and the observation posts
on the east bank of the Suez Canal. 1In each instance an agreed
arrangement was reached to the satisfaction of the United MNations
Military Observers involving elther some re-giting of the Israeli pogitions
in question or that of the observation posts. As far as Israel is
concerned there are no differences of opinion in this matter, between the
Israeli authorities and the United Nations personnel. On the other hand
the problem does exist, and i1s a serious one, on the Egyptian side. To
the best of Israel's knowledge, there is no readiness on the part of the
Egyptian authorities to accommodate themselves to requests in. this matter
from United Nations Military Obgervers. Igyptian positions immediately
adjacent to observation posts are clearly visible from the Israel side.
These Egyptian positiong brazenly abuse the shelter thus afforded them
in the knowledge vhat the Israel forces will refrain from returning
fire so ad to avoid endangering the United Nations obsgervation posts.

"The Secretary-General's letter contains a summary of some of the

damage caused between 8 liarch and 20 April 1969 to United Nations
installations and vehicles as a result of 20 incidents. Study of

[es
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General 0dd Bull's reports relating to these incidents reveals that irom
12 March until the end of the period under review no damage vhatsoever
wag caused to any United ITations observavion posts on the Tgyptian side
despite the propinquity of Egyptian posilions %o them. The scle lnstance
since 12 larch of damasme to a United lations installation on the
Egyptian side, occurred on 10 April at the TIsmailia Control Centre.
Howcve' that damage was not caused by a direct hit but consisted of
ternai damage to building by impact of heavy calibre weapons
MMHLdl&tLly in front of building' ( /79)O/Aﬂd 154), which itsels is
about 1.5 kms., from the Canal and invisible from the Tsreell : 1du.
Damage of that kind could occur despite all the caution and strict preventive
measures of the Israel Defense Forces to nrevent damage to United Nations
personnel and installations. On the other hand, General Bull's recent
reports show that in & period of less than Tive weeks the Egyptian armed
forces attacked United Natione installations on 1l March (8/7930/Add.1h1,
para. 4 (a)), 24 lrch (Add.1hk, para. 5 (a)), b April (Adq,lb
para. 6 (a)), 10 April (Add.155, para. L (a)), (Add.154, para. 2),
11 April (Add.155, para. 5 (a)), 12 April (Add.1506, para. b (a) (11)),
15 April (4dd.150, para. L), 17 April (Add.162, para. b and Add.1563,
para, 1), 18 April (Aad.16h, para. 1 (m)), 19 April (Add.1565, para. k),
20 Lpril (Add.155, para. 3), and 21 Apeil (Add.169, para. 1, 2 (a)).

"There is here an chvious cne-sided pattern. The attitude of the
.United Arab Republic became abundantly clear in its utterly barbaric
conduct yegterday when Bgyptian military forces repeatedly attacked
United llations and Israeli personnel and vehicles atbempting to crtricate
the wounded United MNaticng Military Obgserver Captain Youny of Treland.
The caleculated nature of these attacks also reveals itgelf in the
trangparent, and quite artificial, efiforts cof the Egyptian authorities
to manufacture allegations that the Israel forces had been uperacing
from or close to observation posts. The United Noticns Military Observers
themselves have wmore than once denied thege trummed up charges, e.5. in
Add.148, para. 5, AA&.150, para. 5, Add.153, paras. 1, 6, Add.150,
para. 1, 3 (a), A4d.158, paras. 1, 4, Add.160, paras. 3 (b) (vi) and 4,
£ad.163, para. 2.

"With remard to the question of shelters Tor United Mations Military
Obgeyvers, you are undoubvedly aware that congiderable work hag already
Teen completed. However, virtually continuous shelling and sniping by
the United Avab Republic forceg in the lagt few weeks has rendered
further progress practically impossible, The Govermment of Israel ig
unable to accept any responsibility for any congequent delay. It is,
therefore, regretted that the observation in the Secretary-General's
letter that assistance for the improvement or for the construction of
shelters for the United Nations personnel has been 'inadequate' might
convey an impression that it is applicable to Israel. The Israell
authorities are ererving their utmost endeavours to expedite this
construculonb and will continue to do so to the extent that Egyptian acts
of aggression do not impede it.

[v
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"The gimple answer te the difficulties to which the Secretary-
Ceneral's letter adverted is faithful and scrupulous observance of the
ceage~Tire, This is the policy of the Covermment of Israel, which
considers that the United Nations should insist on the same policy being
followed by the United Arab Republic.

"Pleage accept, Lrcellency, the agsurances ol my highest
JE) ¥
congideration.

(Sirned) Yosef TEKOAH"

b R ot
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5. On 25 April 1969 I received an interim reply from the Permanent Representative

of the United Arab Republic, the text of which is as follows:
"Excellency,

"I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated
21 April 1969, the contents of which I have immediately conveyed to uy
Government . ‘

"Accept, Bxcellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

(Sipgned) MOHAMED AWAD EL KONY"

On %0 April 1969 I received a further letter, dated 29 April 1969, from the
Perwmanent Representative of the United Arab Republic, the text of which is as

i011lows
"Excellency,

"With reference to your letter dated 21 April 1969, in which you
expressed your increasing anxiety for the safety of the United Nations
Military Observers and Supporting Field Service Personnel stationed in
the Suez Canal Sector, I have the honour, on instructions from my Governument,
to inform you that while deeply appreciating the courage and perseverance
with which they are carrying out the difficult and dangerous tasks under the
prevailing conditions - an appreciation already expressed in our letter to
the Pregident of the Security Council of 26 April 1969 - T wish to assure
you that the United Arab Republic has aifirmatively responded to the
proposals submitted by Lieutenant General 0dd Bull, Chief United Nations
Observer, to Ambassador Salah Gohar, Under-Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs, at the meeting held between them on 23 April 1969.

"The United Arab Republic CGovernment has already taken the necessary
steps towards strengthening the shelters assigned to the Observers all
along the West Bank of the Suez Canal, with a view to making them safer and
more secure for the Observers against Israeli fire from across the Canal.

T would like to seize this opportunity 4o reiterate our readiness o
contribute to the maximum extent, towards reducing the risks the Observers
are faced with and enabling them to fulfil their duties under the dangersus
circumstances created by the continuation of Israeli aggression.

"The responsibllity for the deteriorating situation and aggravation of
whe conditions in the area lies squarely with Israel which committed on
5 June 1967, an aggression against three Arab State Members of the United
Nations. This responsibility is all the more grave due to the insistence
of Tsrael to annex the Arab territories it has occupied as a result of that



5/9188
Fnglish
Page 9

aggression. The expansionist aims of Isrvael and its intention of annexing
Arab territories have been repeatedly expressed in statements made by Israell
leaders including the Prime Minister, the Minister of Defence and the
Minister for Foreign Affairs. We have conveyed those statements to
Aubassador Jarring on 9 Decewber 1969 and 5 March 1969, as well as to the
President of the Security Council on 13 February 1969.

"Israel has consistently refused to comply with the resolutions
adopted by the Security Council putting an end to the Israeli aggression.
It 1s no secret that the Security Council has wore than once condemned
Israel for its violations of the cease-fire. It is also worth noting that
each time a resolution of this nature is adopted by the Council, Israel,
through its representative to the Unlted Nations, voices its deflance of
those resolutions. Furthermore, it is o be underlined that Israel's
flouting of the cease-fire resolutions, by continuing its aggression against
the Arab countries and shelling their cities and economic installations,
conforms with its aggressive plans aimed at forcing them to accept its
diktat. Israel continues to shell Ismailia, Suez and other densely populated
areas, as well as the economic installations in the- Suez Canal Sector.

"Tt is clear that the insistence of Israel to pursue its expansionist
policies and its attempts to force the Arab countries into acquiescing o
its plans make it inevitable for Israel to systematically violate the
cease-fire resolutions. This policy has iucurred upon Israel several
condemnations by the Security Council.

"Simultaneously Israel has refused the peaceful settlement adopted by
the Security Council in its resolution of 22 Noveuber 1957. This was wade
evident by its refusal to implement that resolution or to co-operate with
Aubassador Jarring in the achievement of this peaceful settlement. It is
common knowledge that Israeli leaders have declared both their opposition
to the aforementioned resolution and their deterwmination to continue with
their occupation of Arab territories, thue violating the Security Council
resolution which requires the withdrawal of Israeli forces from all the
Arab territories. The Tormer Israeli Prime Minister has actually stated
that the annexation by Israel of Arab territories is not negotiable with the
Arab States.

"A11l this malkes it clear that ILsrael does not intend to ablde by the
cease-fire resolutions. Israel has also refused the implementation of the
Security Council resolution of 22 Novewber 1967, as those resolutions couflict
with Israel's expansionist aims. In addition, Israel persists in violating
the Charter of the United Nations and disregarding the other resolutions
adopted by the Security Council and the General Assewbly; in particular, the
resolutions pertaining to the refugees and Jerusalem. Israel, furthermore,
continues to commit barbaric acts against Arab population in the occupied
territories. Eviction from homwes, destruction of houses, arrest and murder
of inpocent women and children are common Israeli practices in those

territories.

foor
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"Consecuently, Israel bears the responsibility for endangeiing
inteirnational peace, as well as for the deterioration of the situation in the
Middle Fast. Israel must bear alone the responsibility for this aggressive
solicy . :

"I aw confident, Excellency, that you will continue to pursue your
constructive efforts for the cause of peace and that you will endeavour to
bring to bear on Israel the necessity of respecting the United Nations
resolutions, so that the peaceful settlewent approved by the Becurity Couneil
way be realized.

"Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of wy highest consideration.

' (Signed) MOHAMED AWAD EL KONY"
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L. On 1 May 1969 I addressed the Tollowing letter to the Permanent Representative

of lLsrael:
"Excellency,

"I have the honour to refer to your two letters of 23 April 1969 which
vere in reply to wy letter of 21 April 1909 concerning difficulties in
carrylng out the observation operation and the safety of United Nations
Military Observers and supporting Field Service personnel staticned in the
Suez Canal sector.

”My letter of 21 April was addresgsed in identical terms to both parties
in the buez Canal sector for the reason That problems relating to the
carryilng out of the observation operation and the safety of United Wations
personnel have arisen on hoth sides of the Canal. My intention in this
letter was to eliclt pgreater assistance from both parties in solving these
problems. The day to day events in the Canal sector, which have given rise
to these difficulties, are reported in detail to the Security Council in the
8/7950 series on the basis of General Bull's reports. My letters vo the
parties were not concerned with the evaluation of these reports or the
apportionment of resnonsibility for specific developments .

12l

[ny}

"I note with appreciation the steps which have been taken hy the Tsv
authorities and armed forces to co-operate with United Nations Military
Observers and tn facilitate the observation speration. T also note the
intention of the Israel authorities to ewert their utmost endeavours to
expedite the construction of shelters for United Nations Military Observers.

"There are a Tew points arising from your two letters of 23 April
on which I believe that further clarification wight be desirable on the
© basis of information available to the Secretary-General. '

"(1) Your first letter of 23 April refers to 'the wounding by the
Egyptian forces on 22 April 1909 of United Natvions Military Observer
Captain Young of Ireland'. Captain Young's injury, in fact, resulted frou
nis vehicle striking en anti-tank mine on a roadway wihich had, according
o information received from the Senior Israel Representative, been checked
Tor wines earlier that morning.

”(2) On the question of encroachments, I am inforued that in facv iv
is UNTSO which has normally resited its positions and that the Israel Forces
have not resited their positions in the past in order to give UNIGO a clear
area. TFor example, in October 1969, UNTEO sgreed with the Israel authorities
%0 the resiting of OP Yellow, which is completely surrounded by Israel
nositions. However, the actual -resiting of OP Yellow has not yet been
accomplished as the shelter in the new location has not yet been constructed.
It is, T think indisputable that encroachment is on both sides a priwary
cause of firing on or near United Nations observations posts. For example,

/...
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TIsrael Forces have a number of prepared tank positions near United Nations
observation posts which are used only during exchanges of fire, and these
draw heavy calibre weapons fire from the other side.

"(3) As regards damage to United Nations observation posts on the
west side of the Canal, your second letter of 25 April states that 'from
12 March until the end of the period under review no damage whatsoever was
caused to any United Nations observation posts on the Egyptian side despite
the propinguity of Egyptian positions to them', with the one exception of
damage on 10 April at the Ismailia Control Centre, which is stated, in your
letter, to be 'about 1.5 kms. from the Canal and invisible from the Tsraeli
side'. In fact, the Ismailia Control Centre is approximately 200 metres
from the Canal bank. Moreover, on 8, 9 and 11 March, United Nations
installations on the west side of the Canal did, in fact, sustain a great
deal of damage, as reported in S/T930/Adds.l§& and 135, and there was also
some damage to United Nations installations on the west side of the Canal
during exchanges of fire on 9 and 15 April (5/7930/Adds. 150 and 160 refer).

"(4) As regards the progress of shelter construction, on the east side
of the Canal only the construction of the shelter at Kantara Control Centre
has as yet been completed, although the question of shelter construction was
first raised with the Israel authorities in October 1968.

"As I have stated above, the intention of my letter of 21 April 1969
was not to open up a discussion on the responsibility for events in the
Suez Canal sector, but rather to secure, as far as possible, increased
co-operation in Ffacilitating the task of observation and the provision of
all possible assistance and protection to United Nations personnel in carrying
out their duties. I fully appreciate the difficulties of the situation in
the Suez Canal sector for all concerned and I also appreciate the co-operation
which the United Nations Military Observers have received. I think 1t
advisable, however, for the sake of the record, to make the foregoling
clarifications.

"Adcept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consilderation.
J J n

(8igned) U Thant"
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5. on 1 May 1969 T addressed the following letter to the Permanent

Representative of the United Arab Republic:
"Excellency,

"T have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 25 and
29 April in reply to my letter of 21 April 1969, I note with appreciation
the statement in your letter of 29 April concerning the co-cperation
which the UAR authorities have given to United Nations personnel in
expediting the building of shelters for United Nations Military Observers.
The progress made in building shelters on the West Bank of the Canal has
just now been confirmed to me by United Nations officials in the area.

"May T point out That your reply does not make any specific
reference to two other matters of concern which T raiged in my letter of
21 April, namely, encroachment on United Hations observation posts and
incidents of firing near or at United Hations personnel., ingtallations
and vehicles. T would wish to reiterate my continuing concern about
thegse matters.

"Acceph, Excellency, the agsurances of my highest consideration.

(signed) U Thant"

6. Since 21 April, the day on which I addressed the identical letters to the

two parties, exchanges of fire have continued to take place daily in the Suez
Canal sector. Encroachment on United Nations Observation Pogts has continued,

and some of these Observation Posts have been hit. With reference to the exchange
of fire of 23 April, General Bull has reported that the nearest United Arab
Republic firing positions were one metre from OP Delta and two metres from

0P Charlie (S/?930/Addal72). Ceneral Bull has also reported that United Arab
Republic forces have fired at United Nations Military Observers (8/7950/Addu17l
and 180) and at a United lations ambulance (5/7930/Add.170) and that Israel forces
have Tired at United Nations Military Observers (S/?9§O/Add5182). Since 20 April
further damage sustained by United Nations installations and facilities includesg
two caravang destroyed and one damaged; one vehicle damaged; two radio antennae
damaged; OP buildings damaged on four occasions, and residential buildings
damaged on two occasions (see 8/7930/Add.169, 171, 177 and 180).

7. The concern which T expreséed to the parties on 21 April over the safety

of United Nations Military Observers was unhapplly borne out by an incident on

[oan



the very next day, 22 Anril, when an Observer wag sgeriously injured. The

circumstances of this incident and the difficulties encountered in the evacuation

of the wounded Qbserver are seb lforth below.

y

1
)

«

o On 22 April at 1210 hours GMT Captain Josenh Young, an Observer of Irish
natinnelity, who was proceeding from the Kantars Control Centre in the direction
1""Jf OP Green, was seriously injured when his vehicle struck an anti-tank mine.
Iarlier on the gape Cuy, enother United Natlong vehicle also proceeding to

QP Green, driven by a French Observer, also hit a mine, but in this case
fortunately no one wag injured, Shortly after the incident involving Ceptuin Young,
Ceneral Lull informed the Senior UAR Liailgon O0ficer that Israel forces would

attenpt to evacuate Captein Young by heliconter. The reply of the Senior UAR

©
I—J-

Liadison OFfficer wag conditional upon a nurber of requirements which under the

circunstances cculd not be met. Therefore the only alternative was evacuation by
rood, which General Bull did not congider ag satisractory as by helicopuer, since
the woadway wag obviously dangerous. General Bull made arrangements for a
United Nations suibulance, clearly mavked and [lying a United Nations flag, to
proceed Trom the Kantara Control Centre to the scene of the incident and he
informed the Senior UAR Liaison Officer accordingly. The Senlcr UAR Liaison
Officer replied that he could not grarantee safe passage for the vehicle. Then
ashked for the reasons, le pave no detalls. General Bull then informed the
Senionr UAR Liaison Officer thet the ambulance would proceed from Kantara and that
he would hold the United Arab Republic authorities responsible for any firing
upon it. While this ambulance wag proceeding from Kantara to the scene of the
incident, it came under {ire from United Arab Republic forces on the West Bank
of the Canal asg reported in document 3/7950/Add,170. Attempts to evacuate
Captain Young by road were finaily abandoned becauvse of the firing in the area
and the possibility that the roadway might be mined. He was evacuated by means
of an Tsrael helicopter at LO45 hours GMT on 22 April., His condition was later
reported as "good"., In this regard, I have noted with regret some unfounded
current news reports which, by exaggerating the nature and severity of

Captain Young's injuries, have a harmful effect.

9. When Captain Young was wounded by the mine explosion, he was proceeding with
a second United Nations Military Observer to assist two other Observers whose
vehicle earlier that morning struck a mine while en route to OP Green to relieve

the Obgserver team at the OP which had been on duty there since 15 April. Because

Jo..
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of the mine incidentsg, and the continuing firing in the area, the relierl of ¢
team could be effected only on the morning of 28 April. The three officers with
Captain Young finally managed to return to Xentara Control Centre only during

the night of 25/26 Anpril. The relief of ¢ number of other United Hations
Observation Posts has also met with considerable difficulty and delay beacause of
the recent exchanges of Tive, sniping at United Nations Military Observers and
frequent mining of roadways on the east side of the Canal. The Chief oi Staff

of UNTS0 ig approuching the suthorities on both sides in order to discuss with
then practical measures to facilitate the observation operation in the Suez Canal
sector, and to securs all possible assistance and protectisn for the United latlons
Military Observers and personnel in the perlormance cof their duties.

10. One of the proposals General Bull has in mind is the establishment of safe
nerineters around Unilted Netions lnstalla ions. He congiders, and T agree with
him, that each of the United Fations Control Centres and Observation Posts

should be gurrounded by o free ares of agreed dimensiong which should be elearly
marked and should be free of any manned or anmenned Tiring positions and of any
militory personnel and equipuent. Ancther proposal envisaged by the Chief of
Staff in which T also concur is the provision, with the agreement of the tws
parties, of a United Nationg craft for the exclusive use of UNTS0; such a craft
would be used to relieve United Nations personnel at Observation Posts when reliefl
by road ig not possibie, to evacuate injﬁ ed United IMations personnel &s necessary,

nd to cope with other unioressen situations involving the United Nations
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obgervation operation.

11. I take this opportunity to pay & special tribute To the United Tat

liilitary Observers end the Field Service personnel who are manning the observaticn
operation in the Suez Canal Sector. In the face of almost continvous exposure

to danger and in increasingly uncomnfortable and hazardous conditions they continue
to carry out their tasks with a hish sense of duby, great courage and with
accuracy and objectivity. The Chief of Starf? informs me that despite the unhappy
developments of recent weelks, the morale of the Observers in the Suez Canal Sector
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ig high and their devotion to duty exemplary.



