
United Nations A/58/L.40

 

General Assembly Distr.: Limited
10 December 2003

Original: English

03-65083 (E)    111203

*0365083*

Fifty-eighth session
Agenda item 40 (b)
Strengthening of the coordination of humanitarian
and disaster relief assistance of the United Nations,
including special economic assistance: special economic
assistance to individual countries or regions

Afghanistan, Algeria, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Belarus, Benin, Burkina Faso,
Burundi, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Chad, Chile, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica,
Côte d’Ivoire, Cuba, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, Egypt,
Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon, Gambia, Georgia, Germany,
Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, India, Indonesia, Iran
(Islamic Republic of), Italy, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lebanon, Lesotho,
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania,
Mauritius, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Oman,
Pakistan, Qatar, Rwanda, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Saudi
Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Solomon Islands, Somalia, South Africa, Spain,
Sudan, Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, Timor-Leste,
Togo, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Yemen and
Zambia: draft resolution

Assistance for humanitarian relief and the economic and social
rehabilitation of Somalia

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 47/160 of 18 December 1992 and subsequent relevant
resolutions, in particular resolutions 56/106 of 14 December 2001 and 57/154 of 16
December 2002,

Noting with serious concern that the current four-year drought in Somalia
threatens the lives of Somali nomads as well as livestock,

Noting with grave concern the high mortality rates of over 80 per cent of
livestock in the worst-affected areas of the Sool and Sanaag plateau of Somalia and
the high risk of starvation of Somali nomads,

Noting with serious concern the threat, as a result of this drought, of an
imminent collapse of the Somali economy, and in particular of the pastoral economy
and social support systems,
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Underlining the urgent need for humanitarian assistance, relief and
reconstruction,

Noting the linkage between the search for peace and alleviation of the
humanitarian crisis in Somalia,

Welcoming the continued focus of the United Nations, in partnership with civil
society at the grass-roots level, on programmes of assistance, including both
humanitarian and development approaches, taking into consideration the conditions
on the ground,

Recalling statements by the President of the Security Council of 31 October
20011 and 28 March 2002,2 by which the Council condemned attacks on
humanitarian personnel and called upon all parties in Somalia to respect fully the
security and safety of personnel of the United Nations, the International Committee
of the Red Cross and non-governmental organizations, and to guarantee their
complete freedom of movement and access throughout Somalia,

Re-emphasizing the importance of the further implementation of its resolutions
47/160, 56/106 and 57/154 to rehabilitate basic social and economic services
throughout the country,

Taking note of the reports of the Secretary-General,3

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General for his continued and
tireless efforts to mobilize assistance for the Somali people;

2. Reiterates its firm support for the national reconciliation process
sponsored by the Intergovernmental Authority on Development, and in particular for
the ongoing peace conference in Kenya and the efforts of the Facilitation Committee
in this regard, urges all parties throughout Somalia to participate in the process, and
invites the Intergovernmental Authority on Development and its member States to
continue their efforts to promote national reconciliation in Somalia;

3. Encourages the further implementation of its resolution 47/160 to
rehabilitate basic social and economic services throughout Somalia;

4. Welcomes the strategy of the United Nations focusing on the
implementation of community-based interventions aimed at rebuilding local
infrastructures and increased self-reliance of the local population, and the ongoing
efforts by the United Nations agencies, their Somali counterparts and their partner
organizations to establish and maintain close coordination and cooperation
mechanisms available for the implementation of the relief, rehabilitation and
reconstruction programme;

5. Notes the incremental and prioritized approach of the United Nations
system to addressing the continuing crisis and needs in Somalia while maintaining
long-term commitments to rehabilitation, recovery and development activities;

6. Commends the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs of the
United Nations Secretariat for its response and underlines the urgent need for

__________________
1 S/PRST/2001/30.
2 S/PRST/2002/8.
3 A/58/133, S/2003/231, S/2003/636 and S/2003/987.
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putting in place practical measures aimed at the alleviation of the consequences of
the drought in Somalia;

7. Urges all States and intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations concerned to continue to implement further its resolutions 47/160,
56/106 and 57/154 in order to assist the Somali people in embarking on the
rehabilitation of basic social and economic services, as well as institution-building
aimed at the restoration of structures of civil governance at all levels in all parts of
the country in which peace and security prevail;

8. Calls upon the Secretary-General to continue to mobilize international
humanitarian, rehabilitation and reconstruction assistance for Somalia;

9. Calls upon all Somali parties to respect the security and safety of the
personnel of the United Nations, the specialized agencies and non-governmental
organizations and to guarantee their complete freedom of movement and safe access
throughout Somalia;

10. Urges the international community to provide as a matter of urgency
humanitarian assistance and relief to the Somali people to alleviate in particular the
consequences of the prevailing drought;

11. Calls upon the international community to provide continuing and
increased assistance in response to the United Nations 2004 Consolidated Inter-
Agency Appeal for relief, rehabilitation and reconstruction assistance for Somalia;

12. Commends the Secretary-General for the establishment of the Trust Fund
for Peace-Building in Somalia, welcomes the contributions made thus far to the
Fund, and appeals to Member States to contribute to it;

13. Requests the Secretary-General, in view of the critical situation in
Somalia, to take all necessary and practicable measures for the implementation of
the present resolution and to report thereon to the General Assembly at its fifty-
ninth session.


