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Nr. 'l'A80lG Cllaltah Ik. Pr..!dlnt, althougb the r.pea.taU"e of rtIJ
cc»untl:y ha ak_cJiexpr:fiHed our: cQ'l~atll1ationa to you CD your olection, I U

bQlourcd to repeat th_ in ptr8CXl" knadftfJ full .,.11 that undllr yoUi: guidance the
wor:k of the Auelbly will 90 farvarcl as it ha sin~ your .cUm.

May I thst expt..a -",_very deep apprec1ation folt' tha opportunity I h•• tMlt!n
given to addc... this plenary ...ting of the GM.lll Aa.llbly to muo&!ce f«ally
the ita. entitled -ecn••rvat1cm of eU.at. as part of the co... b.lta~ of
unkina-. Ind_, the bolcUng of this plenary ••tl~g specifiCAlly for thls

purpos. 18 considered by .-y Go~.....nt .. a I've pc Ivilege wbicb conao11dates
fUl'tb.. ita resol"e to ccntinue cmtr!buting, Ul ita own 11alted .y, to the
fonildablaa work unciertak_ by the united Rations 1n the promtian of ln~rnat1onal

peace anc! co-operatlen fO&' the well-being of _M ind.

Just over 2u year. ago, 1n 1961, Malta, a n_1y incJapencSent Stata, proposed

the inclusion in tb. a9..48 of the tventy-HCClftd •••10n of the General Aaellbly of
an itea entitled GtBlcall1natlon of the questiM of the re.ervatlcn excluQI!vely for

, .

peacefUl pul'POSH of the s..-beet .,d the oce. floar:, .d tbe 8ub-soil thereof,
.underly!ng the hl~ .... beyond the It.ita of prescmt national jurisdiction, and
the use of their reaourou in tb& tnt_.t of _lIkind.- Aa is w.ll known, tilt.
inltiIBtive lea to the convening of tel. third United Nation. ConfeE'....CIt on the La""

of the sea, tlhicb culJ;!nebad in the pcOlUlc:ation of a CQIlprehenslve ccmatitutlon
rGgQutlng lllUlkin4's Illse of tile oceans - the 1982 United Nations Cmventlan Oft the
Law of the Sea.

In 19St Malta yet again propelled, for inclusion in the agenda of th6

tv_ty-fourth se•• ion of the Gen...l Aaellb1y, an 1"1il entU:1C1C1 -Qu_tiOft of the
Blcllrly and the 1ged-. The Malta.e p:opo.al vu aoc:epted And sub.....ntly

consid••a by the Third co.lttee of the Gen••l M ••llbly. '!hi. initiative

encouraged the developaont of a wor14-wlct1 c:onfJcioWln... of the prClbl. of agln9
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(Hr. 'labcne, Malta)
1Ilbicb led to the adoption in 1982 of tile Vienna Internatiocal Plan of Action on
Aging, "labee.tad under the chairlHftnip of a Maltas. rape_ungti.?e pcaiding over
the ee-ittee of the "'ale at: the "cxl~ AneJlbly. tb1s ye. tb.e wa&S _tablilbedin Malta tbe IntArnatioluilInstitute cm _ing, inlUCJQratea by the 8ecretary-General.

'lb•• WO initiatlv_ taken by tbe CkWclUlent of Malta - of _icta, as a
cabinet....... I then b.d the pcivUege to fora put - originally arouse4
Mtenilb..t" if not suspician, in .t;he a1ftda of lic.e delegationa. It vu not easy
£01' th. to understand bOIl one of the ...Uut Mellb... of the lnternatit.lftal
coeatmity - .only a fe" years after ita incllependence - could take such initiatives
single-handedly.

With respect tp the 1967 initiadove, one di.t1n~1sbedpereanality publicly
alllced if K1I1ta wall tha sOlmd ,,,,ooboard of mother ate".

It uy be pertinent to reiterate what vu .tae-a at that t:l.ae by
Mr. ANid pardo, Malta's ~it8d Nations AIIb....4oc'

·OUr proposal was forllUlatad entirely without the b..efit of advice frOll
other oounui_ and 1 Caft catlltgoricaUy state that ve are not " Ilomdingonboard
for any State and that' nobody put the Malta•• Gcw...nt up to it.·
I h•• felt it nec....y to recall tbll1 la. 1ft tile early .tag.. of lIy

address b-eau.~ tbie eategorical state_nt of our l'spc...tati"e in 1967 appli.s
equally tc the lat.M~ Mllten lnitAati"e cClftG8l'n1ng uae ·CCftClQR'atlonof cli_te all.p&rt of the co.cm bel' ltage of aank bul-.

Malta i. c:1eterll1n-.t to play. COft8ttuetlve role in the illportant work vblch
the fA\ite4 Rations uncJertak. "" behalf of "W. ....G 00..0100 tIlat: theunited Nations 18 depenclmt for ita effectiven... Oft the unr._v8lc1 8uPl'Ort of the

._jor Powera. N..,Qrtbe1••a. it la our fu. belief that _.11. St4t. CM also
vaUdly conu J.ba=te to the ~l'k and effortaoarl'iecJ out .by the UBla.d Nation.. we
feel that ene 11 Stat~. - U.k. IIy own - c. play" vital role 1. that
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~obl_8 facing the wor Id. Th.. , the" can rofll\'!Ct the conscience of unJc!ne! freely
sugg.tlng id•• Md ap~oadu. _icb can a881st the Dlited Nations to keep 8pace

with the rapidly evolving huun situation around the glebe·, as SCtcretary--Genetal
Perez de Cuellar noted wen inlUgQratlng tbe InternatlCll1lal Institute en ~ging, in
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(Nr. Tabc:n., Malta)

of ...\King that ~. unitoc1 Nations is conatantly attuned to the grOllinC) and
changing needs of un!cind. smaller States, possibly becaUS6 of their vuy size and
lack of _jOl: v.ted inter..ta, can and are able to ruct -faster to the _olving

Malta, establiehead toCjDtber with the united Natic:ms. It is a role which the

catalytic effects of Malta's 1967 and 1969 initiatives _ply ptGVe, foe in each
case they led to a major &acluation adopted by universal COilsenst:S.

My ~ernm8ftt doci4Gd to take actien at this sealen of the Ge'h~al AsSellbly
due to the urgent need to COft381'Ve cliaate in the interests of mankind by--·

ptotectiDl) it llgainst negative _,,-_de changes. ilia are convinced that there

should be glcbal recognition of the fundamntal right of every human ·~ing to enjoy

climate in a state which bGtSt sU!ltains Ufe. b Sir Cr1apin Tickell observed' in

his outstanding and foresi_ted study CliJla1:ic Change and WOrld Affair!, ·C1~ate

billion of the.

.st we. 8

These activities are seriously disturbing the balance of nature. OUr attitucJe

nl t.... ., ,.- .:'" .' .' ."".. ." '

and appreacb to cU.•tie .ould cb_get in such a manner as to li.it or CfillOV& any
adverse effects of our act!vities. Ho longer ean we afford to take elmate for

18 accodltion of life. we are all a pro4lct of its vagaries. tIlen it dUUlge8, so

Indeed, it le widely acceptod that in recent years climate ha bean changed by
various activities of the hulUft beings that inhabit planet Barth - SOil. five

granted, 81!1 prfNious genuatlona _y have dono. eU_tic change, particularly
global wanalng, lIay thceatan the very .xiaten~ of life an eaa: th. Unless urgent

;'1"
";.,'."..""
~_ .. ;.("._..;.... ;<,.~ ..;..... ; .... _...
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d!oxic1G - ••1ttad _1nly thrOUgh the burning of foull fuels, are likely to pro~ce

a 8ubstantiaUy war.r c:liMate. Tbee. gae., ",hQlG conc.ntraticn in the afa)sphere

Increuing concentrations of so-called greenbouaa ga•• _ particularly carbon
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(loll'. Tabcno, Malta)

.cUm on a global 1••1 is taken, this change could very wQtll lead to irreversible

18 rapidly inc:re.lng, aba«b 1lO1'e of earth's radi&ticn and return lleXe of it back

b:' eartb. Tbis energy, which would otherwise .scape h-lI1asly mto spaca, is

a1l'Mdy incre.ing the earth's surface tulpuature.

·...

. . '1-- " • .. ,j-;\~,."J.-'

'"; "'-':"":li: /'.:X'-<7 ~:,,~;-:~s.; -:,:,:).:

"/ ":,.?'"",.\" ;";, <;"{.,::i;·.~;~<"~:,'i' '>:'<>" :".'~~>";;~",.!,::",,.,.:, ;,
~ " .: ,.. 1 ': ' , _. " ,: ' • , ~ • • • •. " 7. '
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it causes irreparable har. to human well-being.

t.~r:atur. through, for: example, an increase in tropospheric czone and a decrease

that the adoption of the 1985 Vienna COnvention for the Protection of th* Ozone

that certain catastrophic coneequences could occur. By the middle of the next

In the face of these and other phenoi1lena, it 18 eaHnUal that action be takon

in etratcapheric OBone.

the emls8ion of chlorofluorocarbonse Such e.isslon, in certain cirCuMstances,

Ruaanity a180 face. the problem of ozone layer depletion caused prImarily by

riee in tegperature which could have a serious impact on agriculture,

water-resource ..nage-ent, and certain cli~te-&en81tlveaocio-economic

Nevertheless, there exi~ts, I fe~l, enough serious Bcientific evidence to suggeat

Layer and the related 1987 Montrecl Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone

Layer constitute i~rtant ailestoD.. in the ~nagement of a global prOblea befor:~

activities. The thermal expansion of sea w5ter could adversely affect the

on a global level to ensure that our planot remains fit to sustain life~ We feel

distribution of ozone, itself a greenhouse gas, could effect the Earth's average

deplete. the ozone layer - which surrounds tho globe end protects it from exces.ive

eolar ultraviolet radiation - producing' serious effecta such as an increa84!l in the

incidence of skin cencer and cataract., a. well a8 lA l~ring of the yield of

(Mr. 'i.'abone, Malta)

If this process remains uncontrolled, the gr~enhouG8 effect - amplifiea

through massive deforeatatlcn wnd changing land-us. patterns - will contribute to a

dletressift9 increase in global ..an temperature producing major chsnges in

century, the Barth will, on the basis of current scientific expectations, face a

certain crop. and detrtllontal effecta on plant Ufe.. Furthermore, change8 in the

cll_te. It would be presumptuous of !le to attelllpt to give an accurate and

'well-being of nuaerous coastal co.-unities as well aa marin~ life.

<'I," ,.

\. coaprehen8ive forecast of the effects climatic chang@ could have on life on Earth.
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(Mr. Tabone, Malta)
No one in this Chamber or elsewhere would wish climate to be a_lowed to

deteriorate by the hand of man beyond recuperable limits. Such a statement is
per~aps appropriate in the light of recent experiences following the application ofmomentous discoveries in various soientific fields where eagerness to be the first
in the exploitation of the benefits of such discoveries has led the world to face
the tremendous difficulties of safely disposing of radioactive and toxic waste andthe long-term effects of certain drugs.

It is recognized that not enough is known on the phenomena leading to climatic
change and to what extent these phenomena are being affected by processes
attributable to man. We also recognize that more fundamental research is needed
into the areas where the geosphere - inclUding the atmosphere, the oceans, and
terrestial habitats - interacts with the biosphere.

We are encouraged by the valuable work and research already conducted on
climatic change both within and outside the United Nations system. Within the
united Nations system substantial work has been carried out particularly by the
United Nations Environment programme (UNEP) and the World Meterologlcal
Organization (WHO). The World Climate Confe~ence of 1979 and the WOrld Climate
Programme, established by the Eighth World Meteorological Congress, are important
landmarks in the international effort to establish an understanding of the global
climate system. We note that, whilst a number of ether United Nations agencies areinvolved, there still does not exist effective co-ordination of all the work on
climatic change undertaken Within the United Nations system. However, we feel that
the Consultative "eeting of Reads of United Nations bodies and organs on
environmental matters last July, wherein attention was given to climatic change, lsa step in the right direction. SUQb a consultative process should, in my view, be
extended in the United Nations system to all interested agencies.
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Valuable work has also been undertaken outside the united Nations. The

its work.

States.

(Mr •. Tabc:ne; .Ma lta)
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We are &180 encouraged that duI.' ing the last few weeks, many delegations and

International Council of Scientific Unions has been in the forefront in the

to refer to the 1985 VU1&ch Conference, the Villach and Bellagio 1987 workshops cn

Beads of Gwernment when they meet in Kuala Lumpur in 1989.. we also feel th~ need

an expert group on climatic change and sea-level rise which is due to report to

an illlportant workshep on global climatic changa. The Commcnweal tb has established

numer of very important meetings on developing policies for responding to climatic
change. The ltbods Bole Research Center in Massachusetts held, only last September,

Ne welcome the forllllStion of an intergovernmental panel Q"I climate mange,

scientific study of the glebal climate system. The Beijer Institute has held a

Malta looks forward to the convening of the second li)rld Climate Conferenee.

deYeloping policies for responding to climatic change, the international conference
held in Toronto last June on IIIThe Changing Atmosphere\ Implications for Global

eminent personalities have expressed their catcern on tho issue of climatio mange
and urged that action should acx:ordingly be taken.

AP/dsg

which is due to meet in November 1988, and Malta intends to participate fully in

d~elopment of our polioies on climmtic change and will assist in alerting public
opin icm in our: Member Sta tea • .

security- and the forthcoming conference en ·Cl!mte and Development le to be held
in Hamburg. Sudl international conferences should have a major impact on the

'l'his important Conference should review all aspects of the Wa:ld Climate Programme
with emphasis on the socio-ec:onomic benefits of climate, especially in developing

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



(!!r. Tabone, Malta)
Nevertheless, we fael that climate ls 80 essential to mankind that a

coIII'rehen81ve and effec·tive strategy on a global level is urgently raqulred to
conserve climate in the interest of mankind. We need to ensure that, in Yiew of

AP/dS9 A/43/PV.35
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the magnitude of the problem and the relatively limited re80~rC~8 available,
current efforts being; undertaken be cdequately co-ordinated.

It ie useful to recall the impressive and illuminating statement made by the
Prime Minister of Norway, Mrs. Gro Rarlem Brundtland, Chairper8Qft of the WOrld
eo.alssion on Environment and Development. In her view, the impact of world
climatic change over th~ next decades,

-may be more drastic for mankind than any other Challenges except for
nuclear war.-
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an iAtlegral part of IitM '. na tural hed tage. Tb., conserva tion of the
lit. system - _tell -ln~olv_ the atl108pherCl., oCQ~nll and land sua-face

of t1lle-ecal..- - If! .0 oslltllti.. l and vital to the ve::y existence of,

.c that it caaot be left to individual State. nnUall:61'aUy to decide mat,

the ~o lida deal•• cert.sin .... of the oceaDS and their l'HOurcu to be the
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~:':J (~rll1y bell.e tbm t the doctr ine of the CCIIIJICIl her i tage of unlc ina 1.'5

(Mr. Tabane, Malta)

inot:x'@OITi)!l\ tbQ 1'79 Agr....t Governing the Activities of States on th•.:~on alild

tmldil ~8 I Mdc to the 19th. centUQ', WU first ~opaeed, CXl Malta's in!tMtiv8, in

Kt? 1 Ptectsely beeaUIIQ the iuue of oli.tic dumgo is ~o very cloeely linked
t:3i~ \SJuc luution of unkindo• very lIurvival that Malta has requasted that the
U1i!~{IJ c ~ons d.-la. a stratlow to anewr. that cli_te is cOillServed in the
inIWll:Q:1i2: of p£uent Md future generations.

otnalt' C@ll lt1al BocU., ..ich declare. the IIOOlll and ita natwral resource. to be the
CO~ frl,c-.. Lt.Ilga of INDkind) lutd the 1992 United Ratione Ccnvention on the Law of

cU.Eil~ ld &,.009lb. ane of ell.tiIt's f ....d••tal dlcracterAstica; cU.• te is
C2'.1l0 ~e few uuly natua:al conditions wbich cht8!:lIine life Oft earth and is,

if aftY, ocns.rvat1on _._ur_ PilauleJ ba take. Tht! fundluEntal huun right to 11&
and Cb. ne:14 to CCMe"e eU.tIe u we of eae pcerequisite. of hUIIM Ufe cannot
bct 1I.Ditad by political bcMmcJaE t.. and thH86)l'e 1'-,'-211'ea W'i ihternation.l suategy
_icb uaftIlJctIIldD Statio 8w.ei9lty in tile int••tIJ of pr__t an" future huun
9ID.aU._.
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(Mr. 'l'abcme, Malta)

'l\'le COIt\IDi)n-hedugo doetr!ne, which taas so far been widely accepted and

applied with respect to the moon and certain areas of the sea-bed, entails major

proprietary and eccmomic considerations, ensurine;; that mankind can participate in

the benefits of the exploitation of resources in the said G!:eas.

Through Malta's present initiative, we are now proposlnq the extension, with
sum mdifie&tions as are appropri&te, of this doctrine to climate as one of the
essential conditions for man's survival on earth. We recognize that this

application la different from that found in the other two cases, as it entails not
direct eCalom:lc gain but the very survival of man himself. Climatic change is a

common concern of mank ind, which is a corollary of to.he CORDOn-her itage doetr ine,

re:ruiring a conservation strategy the application of which cannot be restrioted by

political boundaries and must necessarily have as its pr imary objective the conmon
good of mankind. In short, wat Malta is today proposing is it development and an
elabcxation of the doctrine of the conmon heritage of IMftkind for its application
to a new l\rea - cllllBtic change, particularly glooal warming.

Raving outlined the situation as we see it, lIIay I be allowed to make some

proposals.

We must ensure t~at a balance is achieved between the short-term requirements

and the future needs of mankind. The application of the principle of the common
concern of mank ind to cl late ensures that cl imate is 6 natural resource which c:a~

be utilized by each State within its territory in the process of its social and
economic development but, at the same time, it cannot be tampered with or: abused at
the eJl:pense and to the detriment of IlNlnkind.

As the Prime Minister of Malta, lldward Fenecb Adami, has pertinent:1V observed

in h ia analya is of the common-her! tage aoctr!ne,
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(Mr. 'l'abQ16, Malta)
-The philCl60phy of the cosalDOn heritage is against leaving things to luck and
in favour of discovering and increasing order where, on the face of it, there
lIBy appear to be chaos and canfusicn-.
Malta could hardly claim to be the first Stab! to bring the prcblel'J of

011ll8t1c mange to the attentiOil of the trlited Nations, for, as I have already
stabtd, very important work within the United Nations system has already been
undertaken In this respect. Malta, howe\Fer, is now proposing to the Genual
Assembly that an appropciate high-level co-oa:dinating IIIl8chanism - whicb, 1n my
view, could well be the Intergovernmental Panel on Clhate Change - undertake
1IIlmediate action with respect to an interdisciplinary review of the state of the
science of clt.te and the phenomenon of eli_tic change with special emJ,i\asis en
global warming and ita socio-econamic :iIIIplicationa. Malta will present a concrete
proposal in the form of a draft resoluticn, which will be submitted for
consideration in the second Cc.ittee.

Malta expects the support of every MeJ'li)er State in this important endelllvour to
conserve climte, for, as the secretary-C'..eneral has pertinently noted in hi~ report
to the current session on the work of the Organization, the state of the earth·s
environment, tihicb includes ell_ta, is

-pre-eminently & problem that should evoke a soli&\r ity of response from all
nations. It has, bowever, remchec! a stage where, without a qlobal ethic and
the necessary law, it can give rise to divisive issues with 'PO'litical
implications. III (A/43/1, pe 18)

In is our view that any suategy in respect of climatic change will have to
talCe into account the c:baractel'istics and 1...,018 of development of the various
regions of the world. Certainly we feel that there eKist a Dumer of effective
lIeaaurea tIltlim can be mdertaken by all Statese Statu, f« instanc-e, could he
encouraged to develop policies that would proll:»te energy conservation in or~r to
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(Mr. Tabcne, Malta)

r~4Ic. ex eliainate eortain huun aetivitles _icb have a n.gativ. « detrillental
eff.et on c:l:1Mete. Certain lIe.sures "ill h~. to be adopted an & grawal baslll,
taking into accoWlt the r ....uir.lle1ltll of sustainable dw.lopllalt and other rctlelrant
clrculStanoes.

Malta has tentatlv~ly initiated a process to enable, in our cwn small way, the

dweloPllent of a naticnal eonaeiowsn.e8 ell elt_tie <:bange. we have acceded to the
Vienna CCiilvention for the Proteetion of the OZene La~r mCi signed the related

Menu..l Promcol. I have estmlilbed in.y Ministry an edviso:y CClIIl1Ilttee cm
cliJllatie ehange, under the ehairraansbip of lflJ perecnal adviser, Mr. Attard, and the

university of Malta hu set up a seientifie committee with appropriate terms of
referenClto

In the fac:e of the IIIlgnitude and the implications ef the lXcblem of elimatic

therefore, avoid unneceB8uy duplication and ensure that tAle said reaourCleS Bre

applied effectively in the interests of us all. we trust that our initiative,
whleb slgnific:antly is being launelled on United Rations Day, will CIOntr ibute to the
realization of theee objectives in the lDOSt effeet1v~ 118Ml8r ..
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My Q:tverlllJlnt hu lClftg been concerned about the accelerating increase in the
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ape.cb. I .. only OftI2 of the amy vho recognizo that cli1late change is of enormus
OC8pl.xity md far-r_m1ng illpactanCla, but it 18 only ene of the proble-.
affecting the future health of our planet.

Slr Cd.pin l'ICKBLL (Olited Klngc!oR)' we welcom the initiative taken by
tile GcwKnJHftt of *lta in insc:r:ibing the inne of cU.•te change on the ag..da of
this yaar'•••sion of the General A8saably. It was very generous of the Maltese
Pccelgn Niftiater to have referred to and quoted trOll lily book en cli_te in hill

41'M/6

4jr.enhoUlle g_.. In a recent address to the Ibyal Society ln Laldm, the leading
Britisb scl_tifle institutian, Mrs. Thatcher spok\.: of the fear that: we were
c:etlng a global heat trap micb could l_d to ,eli.tic instabili.ty. She pointedout that an aver&98 varll1ng eff~ct of ODG degree centigrade per decade would
gratly eXCMd the capacity of our natw:al habitat to cope. &Job a rate of warMing
woUld causft eventual _lting of glacial loe ~d 'a consequent r lse in the sea level
of .....1 e..t ewer tile next century. 811' O8off1'oy Rowe pointed out in the
goneral debate in the A5sftlbly last IIOnth that the mcresea precUctCd in global
tBpecatur_ could have substantial effect&! .ithin tl,\e new few decades on life and
hUlllm society. Bven sull variations would have big coDsequenecas in a crowded
world.

The prob1_ arises ftOfS two _in sources, in4usuial activlt11n one part of
tbe "OI:,ld and l8'MJ use and IUMCJ••ent in the rest. \'be iIOBt sensitive issues for
human aoclety that dlange could brwg relat9 first to patterns of rainfall, with
their iapact on agriculture, f~eatry and natural eeo1Q9YJ Md secon&'y, on 11
longe£ t1lleaca1e, to 1'1I!lefJ in sea 1e".181. The illpact of changing rainfall would
obdouly V'uy between eeglo... Currmt mdels are not yet capable of predicting. l'eglcnal and.easOllal infor.ticn. But, even if the car:d6 of cl.atic adYantage
were teeS.it between coun~i.., the biggest threat to all would be the
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wordll, the w«ld's poor.

lIuginal &g1' icultural areas, in short, those least able to cope with it - in other

countries would neefl to erect new and larger coast defences tIlbere feasible. This

....:.,1,2t
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bave already embarked on extensive progr&lllllElS of scientific research. In Br Ita in
w. bave a _jor research [Xogramme at our Metec»:ological Office, _ere we provide

would be, it goes without saying, a serious drain on econolllic resources.

'!'hare are still great uncertairities about clilatic trends. some countdes

and me Hetherlands, the effects of a rise in sea levels could be disastrous.

~-lying areas on the east coast of my awn country \':X)uld be threa~ned. Many

last century. If this trend should accelerate, low-°lying regions throughout the

world would be threatened. In such a>untries as Bangladegb, Egypt, the Malcu'vu

(Sir Cdspin Ticke1l, United Kin9doll)
dislocaticn caused by change itself. Change would be especially ifi£poi:tant in

Average S8& levels have risen by some 10 to 15 centimetres already over the

JVM/6

cne of the world's four centres for the study of climatic change through global

eli.te IIOdeUing. My Gcwernrccmt is also increasing its research effCtt. cm climtG
i"Pact. But, like other environmental problems, such change can best be tackled

tW:oufllb concerted internaticnal action. we attach particular importance to

co-ordinated research to reduce the current range of uncertainties. we play a full

part in the WOCld Cl1_te Programme. We welCOllle the establiehllent of th~

Inbtrgo'1erlUMntal Panel on Climate Cbange by the United Ratione Bnviron_nt

programe, the World Meteorological Organization end the Int_national Council of
Scientific Unions.. 'fhe Intefc:Pvernmental Panel" on whim senior Br itish ac!Cfttista

will serve, ",ill need to work out oo-ordinatfI/c1 assea8BIents of the likely range of
future gr"nhouae warl'l1ng and the associated clmate illpact. This work sbould
••ne as a basis for future international policy.. The W«ld CU.te progr_ and
the Intergoverm.ntal Panel for. the twin pillar. of lnternaticnal efforts to cope
"i th ell. te dumge. They cleserve the full support of Gm_Menta and
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(Sir Cdspln Ticketl, unitsd Kin*~
intu9overu_tal .4 nOl\4lCPIetna8iltal organizations, as ",ell U 8ci8ntific
institutions tbrougbout th& world. It should go without I!aying that we do not want:
to &&1 to the 1Ilec:hll'1ifJ. whim have alr_dy be. eet in place for feU' of caUl!llng
confulIiClft and duplication.

No Ofte Inor8 heM lmg it is likely to take for the current increa.e in

greenbo.e 9•• to caUM warming effects. some bellwe they are 8'l1ident: alreedy.
aJt, even before we have recuced the uncertainties through intensive r~8.l'cb,

tbere are lIIeatJut. t&bich, in our view, dG8eNe the lNpport: of the intcnationml

"irat, chlOlCoflemrcaubcneu the damage that cblexofluorocarbclna, or CPCs,
have aaused to the ozone layer: is well known. '!bee substances my abo account
for as IlUcb a8 30 per cent of any grMMouee warMing e::pectec:i by th(l &1dlUo of the

, last year in Montreal Me an illportant flrct step, although II!f Gov«nunt has
recently caUecS tot th_ to be coneiderably auengthen@d. Rv_ so, this fust stop
will not only beefi t tRie ozone laye&' but also reme. the effect of these poNl:ful
greemoU8e g.~. Ma look forward to the entry .into force of the Manu_l Protocol
Oft 1 January 1989. we want the Pr:otocol to l:CKl8ive the widest possible

l'atificatiCll. If that cannot be ac:hiwed, the pcoepects for future global
conventions on the ataosphere are 910011'/ 1n~ed.

!bat, at_1*ledc cKbondioxi&u this ill the single at lIlportant cause of
greenhOUle v.adng. Tbe balance of .~lentiflc evidenca points to fossil fuel

c:omQ8ticn •• the principal cause. 1118 control of suda e:tm~aL.I." must therefore
fonl the lMcJio9 el.ent in any etrateg;;l for Umiting the gtnnhouee (tffect.
CGBt-effectlve llB••uree to promt:e energy efficiency are a1ze:1~ justified' and .lIUSt
be enc»uragecJ. _phuis sculd also nov be plaCl&d en realistic enerc.;y pricing.
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(Sir Cd_pift lficlcell. United RiilgCloa)

other polici88, bewevu auirable in the••lves, result in IIQt'tR fo.11 fuel being
bunt tbllR ia eaonoaicaUy justifi.,. proper CIIutrgy pr icing ta.lpa eexmOll1c

dcvelopMrlt of renewable ener{JY 8OUl'Cee and great. imretawant in energy

eff1ciency. Application of Naaure. of thle' kind would IJainiRbe the _issicn of
cKbandioxide, but 'it would not of c:our'h 8olv~ the I'£'obl....

' ..tit BM '~iIII_"-.llIi'IIIIi''__!1UII ..... b ....· -~---~~
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other energy sources, above 811 coal. Then there are the growing possibilities of

fU8ion toRorrov - is • source of gr.at potential. If it ha. probleMS, 80 have

(!!! Crispin Tickell,
!1~!tea lUngdoll)

SOft.thing lIiO~e drastic Might therefore be required.. We need to look at energy
policy 8S a vIlole.. .. should. re1llellber that nuclear power - flaaion today, perhaps

other renewable resources, such a5 so18r power. Neither nuclear DOl' solar power
generat.. gr..nho~8e g.ses.

Laetly, doforestation, one of the IlO8t tragic event. of our timcu land uee
practice. have been a _jor cause of the incre•• of carbon dioxide in the
at.aaphere. The ~niti.l incr.... In the closing decade. of the last century
appears to have resulted frcs'deforestation in te~rate area8. The current
acc.le~8tion of deforeat.tion elsewhere in the world ls making things much worse.
'Or aany ~.ason., of which this ta only one, an urgent internat!o~al effort is

with it. Thmt is' what the united Nations is for. In our view, climate should not

manage the world'. diminishing stock of foreets in the interests not only of the

, ,,:'" :'. ~,. :'~'" ;

ui&'

"no generation haa 11 frtihold en thbl earth. All we have .11& a life tegjancy

needed to halt the 8QUandering of resource8 which deforestation represents, and to

with.a full repairing lease."

MY country in~"dlll to ti'Orlc with other. to .-t the. teru of that lea.. lit full.

inappropriate in this case and an unfortunate history. Rather, we aee cli.ate a8

be regardod as the COIlllOft heritage of .anldnd, which ae a concept has illPlicatiOfts

reapense, this ia it, ~ are all in it together, .nd we must work together to cope

SOMething &Ore challenging, our COmDOn reaponeibillty. Last week Mr•• Thatcher
salch

countries d~rectly concerned but of the human species and life itself.
Cllaate change, whether natural or man-made, raise8 problems of a kind which

no one has had to face before. The Momber States and peoples of the United Nations
.uat be fully seised of it. If e~Gr there were a global problem needing a global

, .

~>.:\ ., ' .. C" 'le!, ..'> ::'::";;.•...... :' "~..>,r::, .. ·\·. ',' ' '-'
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boundaries. Pollution cannot be contained within our borders, it flows to our

bre~the, the water we draw, the land we lIve upon, do not know any political
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Mr. FORTI!! (Canada): In introducing this item on climate change the
FOreign Minister of Malta emphasized a fundamental truth, namely, that the ai~ we

through the greenhouse effect, warming the globe. In our efforta to harvest wood

natural disasters, from floods to drought, calling thorn acts of God or nature. But

My delegation is encouraged to see the emphasis given to environment by almost

Uves.

because of air pollution. That same pollution is depleting the ozone layer and,

turmoil. It is said - we have all heard it - that there is nothing new under the

And the chain is not simple. A combination of factors is creating ecological

when our own a~t!on8 tamper with nature we threaten our existence to a far greater

Throughout the ages mankind has had to cope with the merciless power of

question of poisoning our air, our water and our land. Even non-polluting

extent than even the worst cataclysm. In many cities people are sick and dying

fteighbours, it can engulf the planet, and what Is happening is not simply a

and increase our living space we· are destroying the forests which give us oxygen.
So where rains once fell, there is drought, where land was drr~ there are floods.

sun, but here we ate creating a new environment: hot, dirty and dangerous to our

in February with a view to commencing work on an umbrella framewc£k convention for

Atmosphere, held In TOronto last June. Canada is also hosting an experts' meeting

th~ protection of the atmosphere.

forward to more signatures. The increasingly urgent question of global warming and

sIgned the Montreal Protocol on the protection of the ozone layer, and we look

all Member States this year. On the atmosphere alone, many countries have already

climate change received serious attention at the World Conference on the Changing

::1'<

~1"1I'{"'Il:II:Vii"'•• III"lIIIIflll:.._ .._EIIll:Il_...._....._ ....................,.,;..........~~_.~-'~- "".".

I activities can, in the long run, destroy our precious habitat.I:
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have all done their share to inform us about what we face and what we must do to

scarce resources, particularly in developing countries. Much good work has been

(Mr. Fortier, Canada)
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As I mentioned earlier, m¥ delegation is pleased to see the attention that is

In other forums, the United Nations Environment Programme, the World

not always been achieved, but one inevitable result ia knowledge. Knowledge helps

Meteorological Organization and the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, to

us to improve our economic growth and development so that we are not just

To this end, mf delegation ie cirCUlating a proposal on a 1992 conference on

being given to the environment. The representative of Malta h&s called on the

name but a few, have done substantive research on the changing atmosphere and have

in a position to sustain and expand the resource capital of our planet.

provided sound guidance to world bodies on policy directions. National

wastes, overcrowding in certain areas and the after-effects of competition for

input in the true spirit of constructive co~operation. Many delegations recognize
that we cannot rely on ·qulc~ fixes· to deal with the problems which mccomr~ny

In the past countries have come together to solve common problems. Solutions have

are not confined to the atmosphere. Our waters and lands are threatened by toxic

world to pay h@e~ to the problem of the changing climate, We support efforts t~

combat these very grave problems, which we have caused. And indeed those problems

done. We have to do more, and to be truly effective we must pool our resources.

Governments, public institutions, private organizations and committed individuals

sustainable development. Our proposal has received a lot of attention and positive

scrambling to survive, damaging our immediate environment in the process, but are

economic growth and development. We must try to do our part and carefully monitor
our 5ctivities and ensure that the long-term costs do not prove deadly to us.

eddress this particular problem, Which is one facet of all the ?roblems facing us•
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between these ecological events.

In our deliberations over the next few days my delegation will have an

for future generations.
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but the changing waters and land. It is important to understand the linkages

phenomena, we shall need new approaches to ensure that our planet remains habitable

(Mr. lOrtier, Canada)
We believe it is absolutely essential to study not only the changing atmosphere,

MLG!pLJ

are not new, but, as we come to grips with the intricate web of interconnected

opportunity to develop further the issues h!ghlighted here. Bnvlrommental problems
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Hr. nfJALosA (Colombia) (interpretation from Bpanuh); we should like to
aasociate ourselves today with the celelXation of the furty-third anniversary of
the fo~dat1on of the united Battens. we take this opportunity to pay lit tribute to
the tens of thousands of officials tIlilose intelllgence, labour and dedic:a tion have
contributed to the successes acbieved$ our thanks 90 to them all, from those at the
lowest level to the secretaries-Genaral, who have bocne the supreme responsibility
for the management of its destiny. As founder members we express our hope that the
orglftization is enter ing a phase in which for tb'ol first time it will be able fully

to justify its fOWlders' hopes. That is why my delegation will support initiatives

designed to strengtben and make more effective the roleo of the security Council
and the International Court of Justice in the prevention and peaceful settlement of
disputes.

The issue at present before the Assembly, thanks to the draft resolution

~esented by the delegation of Malta .. is perhaps the most c:ballenging and urgent to
come before us since the possibility of a nuclear holocaust emerged 43 years ago.

After lU,uUU years of atmospheric stability the Earth is entering a cenf-ury of

potentially dramatic changes in its cl!mate. The fact that the planet's atmosphere
is warming up is not a natter of doubt~ on the cQ'ltrary there ls unmifll)us
agreement that this is happening, the only question being how muctl and hew mat.

The dlange in the planet's climate wing to the warming up of the atmosphere
will produce a host of dramatic consequences, but two are outstanding. The first

is the rise in the sea lr.vel, as a result of whicb aeveral of the countries

raPt_entad here today could well vanish before the ena of the next cenbuyo It is
vex th recall ing here wat was smid by the President of the Republic of Maldives l!

year ago wben referring to the danger that this represented for his country. Be

sa16l:

ewe did not conu!bute to the impending catastrophe to our: nation$ and, alone,
we cannot save ourselves. It (A/42/PV.41, P. 26)
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(Mr. Peftalosa, Colollbia) "I

Many other countri9s would lose millions of hectares of their best

agricultural land. This would be the case in sEWeral countries in Asia, such as

Bangladesh, India and China, whea:e a large part of the rice consumed throughout the
world is produced.

The second effect of climate change would be related to agriwltur~. As a

result of the heating up of the atmosphere the humidity of the soil and the
rainfall would both be reduced. The best agricultural land in North America, the

SOITiet union and China would be pacticularly affectedJ mch of their land would

revert to simple pasture, with all the consequen.::es for agr icultural production.
'rt':at would be a universal tragedy from which no ale would emerge unharmed.

The r is ing sea level would also affect countless hum3n settlements in many
parts of the world where hundreds of millions of people at present live. The task
of protecting such pr incipal cities as Cairo, New Or leans and Shanghai, to mention

only three, would cost not billions but trillions of dollars.

Theoretically there are two ma~n paths to follow if we want to prevent thQ

dumc;e in climate from reaching critical le?e.ls. Firs~, we can turn away from such
fossil fuels as oil and coal, or at least use them more efficiently. 8eQCndly, we
can ched( deforestation and, ideally, reverse it. The first measure would be the
responsibility pr incipally of the industr ialized world. The second, would to a
considerable extent be the responsibility of the d_eloping world. Experience has
shown that success could be achieved in both areas.

It would be na lve and unfa ir, however, to expect the delfaloping warld to hal t

deforestation, let alone reverse it, by increasing the forest cover in order to

prevent t;he heathg up of the planet unless the problellS of hard-core pcwerty in
devel.oping countr iea at present crushed by debt and unClerdevelopasnt were a180

resolved. All scientists aqree, however, that the p:oceOB of cU.te dumqe ia not
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My delegation supports the draft resolution presented by the Maltese

Environment Programme, wich, under the leadership of Dr. Mostafa Tolbe, has .de
an effective contribution to alerting world public opinion to the matter we are'

In concluding, my delegation wishes to pay 8. tr !bute to the United Nations

heritaC)e of mankind. and hopes that the Ass..,ly will do the 8ame.

encourage national leade!:s to take the difficult political decisions that are

the environment is a mstter of ut'gency. Such a world-wide agreement would serve to

Our delqgatia1 considers that an interna t:ional agreement for the protection of

r igbt to a healthy, life-enhancing environment.

today's parents and decision-makers, we risk undermining our c:hildren's fundamental

needed, tat ing into aClCOunt both the national interest and the shared interest of
the planet as a lIIhole.

process from going further, and we therefore need to act now. we do not have to

political decisions, which will reGuire the determination of our leaders and the

trade deficits, and the vital need to increase the standard of living of poor

and car-lIlJmufacturing interests have enormus power. In the developing wocld debt,

The pol1Ucal challenge ic::l not an easy one. In the developed wor ld the oil

(X)pulations enjoy top political priority. But, as the Prime Minister of Norway

delegation, particularly the proposal to declare the wocld's cli_te the common

reversible, in other words, the danage that has already been caused will continue.
we have, thereforQ, no time to lose. In the coming decades we mst stop the

stated las t year, if we do not succeed in pu tting our message of urgency through to

persuade the experts, they are already fully convinced, w,lat are n~ssary nCik' are

back 10g of public opin im •

PKB/gt
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Mr. <X>STELLO (Australia), The value and Wliaueness of the United HatiQDS

are demonstrated tilen it ccmfrcmts and effectively deals with issues which
troscend national bOundaries. The issue we consider this morning - climate

change - is ale which requires urgent consldefation at the highest int.naticmal
level as well as within our own national. and regional settings. Puture g8neratians

will judge our nations and this Organization by the legacy we leave tIlt/lI. The
world's envircmment is an important part of that legacy, and it is QP to us to

nurture it.

There are already llI8ny signposts to shCM us the damage being done to the

earth's environment. The secretary-GeneralIs report on the -OVerall BOcio-eoCftOlilic
perspective of the world econ0D¥ to the Year 2uuoCl very lucidly, and disturbingly,
hlC#llights the many threa ts to our environment, including thcse frail hazardous
WAstes and from increasing concentrations of carbal dioxide and chloroflow:ccerbClns
in the atmosphere.

The repol't of the ibrld Conmissian on EnYircnment and Developuent - the

BrundtlanCl report - very Vividly mderacer. how intimately social, political and
economic develoPllent is entwined with the environlli!lnt. The ~eport points to th6

need for a reodentation of our thinking abOut the meMing of econaaic growttu it
challenges us to decide betwean immediate economc and social lIIperatives and the

necessi ty for BUS ta !nab1e dfWe10pment.

Australia has not been irulune to man-made environmental prab1_s. All in llAlfty

other coWltries, development considerations have tended to dominate l ..cS-use

Mcisien-making in Australia for IIIOst of the last 2fJU years, often at the cost of
the environment. we are rapidly implellel\t1ng policies to redress this, but
raeanwhile our 80ils continue to blow away and we continue to lOS8 netive v8CJ8t&tlan
and habi tat at too great a ra tee Tragically, since Burope8ll settle.tlnt over half

•

,t- .' .~"""" ."., .,<,
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lIoil erosion ie significant.

It is against that background that JIy Government has given prollinence to

(Hr. C08tello, Austra!ia)
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environmental pcot8ction and proDDtiQ'l policies. In the words of the Austral ian
Minister of the EnvirORllII!lnt, senator Richmrdaon,

wThe environment is not peripheral, it is not just the icing on the cake, it

BCl/rv

our original uee c09&r has been relllOV'ed and more than three quarters of our rain
forests are gone for wer. The loes to O~ a91' lc:ultural production as a result of

is central to economic development - it is the cake itself-.

WbUe the Australian Government has tha issues involved mder careful
consideration, ! t endorsee the general thrust of the Brundtland report and the

principle of sust&1nable development. Australia reClO~izes, however, that the
impl_entation of the report Is no simple IIIlltter. For Australia, it means greater

efforts to protect and sustain our land, our soils, our \IIlters, our atmosphere and
the seas wbieb surromd our island continent. The new era of eoonoll1c grOllftb

envisaged in the report w11l require, as in other countries, a reorientation ef our
economy and our attitudes. But we must malee the effort.

We recognize also that thIS adjustment problene faced by auetralia _y be 8.11
COllllpared with those ~aced by deVeloping etaonom.es.. we are COfIDitted through our

bilateral dwelopaent a881stance prograue to auiatini thCBe nations to achlcwe
aootainable devttloPllent. J:lt the same ti.e, we reooCJRize, and will be sensitive to,

the adetad Mort-terlll difficulties that 8 dUlIge to sustainable, envircnJlentally'
somd developaent path. wl11 C&US••

AU8t1'elia will encourage a responsible directlm by its d!veloped pattnere in
the organiaatiQ'l for BcOROIIlc Co-opvation and Dwelopment (08a»). RI agree with
",hat Pr1JBe Min1ater Brundtland wrote in the for_ere! to the World Cc.i•• icm

report - nuely, that
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(~r. Coetello, Australia)
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tides of cURte c:bange 10 the region and, in the light of the OUtoom8 of that

we hue signed the Mantreal Protocol 01\ substances that Deplete the OZena

Layer, and Australia is, in faet, !lOVing beyond the par..tere set by the Protocol

Indian Ocean regions.. At the September 1988 South Pacific Forum meeting Australia

Of particular concern to us la the potential of climate c:hanc;le to cause

In the international arena, Aueualia has participated actively in recent

unsustainable. And the develoPllent decisions of these countries, because of

their great economic and political power, will have a profound effect upon the
ability of all peoples to sustain huma.'l progress for generations to come-.

-Many of the deYelopment paths of the industrialized nations are clearly

Brundtland report and Mapping out a strategy for further action.

(A/42/427, p.lf)

The Ptoposed 1992 world conference on sustainable development is a meeting

BCr/rv

an the doll.tic pco~ction of c:hl«oflourocarbons.. ,. _all participate in the
review of the Protoool, which is ell, for cxulllpletim in 199u, and actively support
the strengthen1ng of the Protocol ~od.lons.

for the cemmmw6!l1 th Bea-Ievel-r ise stuctj' and has seNed as host for the Greenhouse
87 ana 88 Ccnferences, whleb addressed the scientific and public-awareness aspects

serious economic and social diEuptions in countries of the SOuth Pacific and

study, to fund the establlsh_nt of such a network.

put fcxward an init!ative, Wlich wu weleemed by othar Forum IDem«s, for a
feasibility study for establishing a network of stations to BOnitor the effect on

Changing Atmosphere, and is involved in lIlOre speciBlized research programmes such
as the International Geosphere-Bi08P1ere Pragraame. Australia has ptO\l'ided funding

overseas conferences on climate change, such as the Toronto WOrld Conference on the

of the greemouse issue.

1IIhich we regara as potentially significant for pursuing the recommendations of the
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rema ins to be done.

In our view the priority at this staye is to ensure adequate data collection

Mlile substantial pcogress has been ..de towards respauUng positively to key
environmental issue in Australia and in many other countr iea, a very great deal

(Nr. COGtello, Australia)
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and processing for the scientific research 1l!bich still needs to be done.

More research into climate change is er iticlll. Although a significant bocSy of
scientific opinion points to substantial effects, it is not yet possible to predict
accurately the extent of the greenhouse effect or wat its long-term impact may

be. And accurate data is essential if difficult policy issues are goint} to have to

be addr eased.

There is international agreement about global changes, but only speculation
about the regional impacts. Studies done so fu are based largely on Northern

Hemisphere parameters, and it is particularly important that IIOre SOuthern

Hemisphere research be undertaken. Because of different cmditions, Northern
BemisJ;ilere predictions are of limited value in the Q)uth.

we must also study economic, social and ecological impacta of cli_te change

Countr ies must be encouraged to integrate their energy and envlrcn.nt

i8sues, before the legal iB9ues are tackled.

on a regional and industry basis.

view, this lIuat first attempt to come to grips with the likely irlpol'tant policy

factors affecting climate change. We weloo_ the initiative of the eau'dian

policies.. Studies will need, particularly, to consider the plight of developing

countries and their differing energy and environment charactGristias.

Concerted action by Governmente is required to addrflll!lB F if not rev.,se,

Government to serve as host in Pe«uary next year for an experts conference to
consider: the legal and environ£llntal policy issues cssociated with planll for 11

framework international corwention on the Pl:otection of the at_pilar.. In our

,.' • <;'l'_: .. : .
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(Mr. Coatello, AuetreUa)

Australia fully supports the research work en cU.te change belftfj mdertAlum
by United Naticns badies. we strongly support actions by the Pr.ited Ratians

Environment Progruae (ONEP) and the wexld Meteorological Orgar. i~.tlcn "'0) to

foster ruearch in this field. The HMO-UNBP IntergoYern.antal P.el on Cl.ate

Change will be the lOSt important body through 1lIhich tnt_nationally co-ordinated
scientific assess_nu of the nature, timing and potential impact of clia.tIe cbMge
will be developed. Australia wUl have high-l...,el representation at the first

meeting of this Puel next IIOnth in Geneva. The Panel should report, at least

initially, to tbCl': world cUlIl!lte cenference in 19911, and should hIWe an input into
preparations for the 1992 conference on sustainable develoPl'lent.

Steps also need to be taken urgently to ensure that the tl1ited Nations Systell
marshals its available resources and e~'9rtlse to meet the illJladiate challenges.
There IIWIt be appropriate consultation and co-ordination with other iJOurces of
expertise.

we ar0 encouraged by the interest of other delegations, and see it as vital
that the AlISeely send a clear signal to the warld community about the critical
importance of the envircrulent issue and the rifled to define the prClbl.s fully and

to dwelop strategies to enable us to pass to our descendants a planet fit to lb.
on.
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Hr. ZUO'lOCICY 'CaechCl81ovu la) (interrxetation froa Rus81an)\ The

qu.tlon of pcotection of the envuon.ent and euuring an eCClnOlllcally healthy and

safe dttveloPNnt for all countries has rightly 00_ to the fore Bnd riveted the

.attention of the lnt«national CC8-.nity. This CM be aeen frOll a serie. of

state8ents Made by heads of delegation in plenary ••tinCJs of the General

Auelllbly. Evidence of this vu also to be seen in the stateflent of the Minister of

Porolgn Affairs of Malta, who spoke at the beginning of this IIOrning's raeetinq.

All the statements alert us to the alarming global ecological thr_t. rully

justified d.....&I have th.refore been heard that the United Nations and its Systell

of orgmizations assume a greater role as a uni"..s&l Imltilatetal fMU" for

IIObllizing international efforts to colllb§t this threat.

b we know, a series of proposals along those Unes have been PIt forward at

both 1.st year's and this year's sessions of the General Assembly. That is

pcet:isely the backgromd aqainst which we 88sess tl.l>ae proposal of the delega tlon of

Malta for lIIObil1zinc; international co-operation to conserve the climate on a global

sca1.. we find that Proposal, on whim the head of the deleqation of Malta spoke

80 convincingly this ~rnin9, interestinq, inncwative Md worthy of careful study.

Indeed, thft IX'0Cfi8ses which are taking place in the c:Ul1ISIta at both the

regiMel and the global levels speak to us of changes that threaten to beCOIIe

inev...1ble. The negative iMpact of such processes as global warming and the

grftnhouae effect can already be fel t. It is therefore necessary to focus our

attentiQft on eUminating the causes leading to those processes.·

*Hr. D1amlni, (Swaziland), Vice-President, took the Chair.
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CNr. Z8potocrcy, Czechoslovak la)

The cU.te il1 a very caaplicated result of the impact of both the natural
factors, priaarUy the ecological balance between land, water and the atmosphere,
and the ~ocllctive activities of mankind, including the use of natural resources.
In the process of IDUtoal interaction between man and nature, States must achieve

that degree of humanization in econoraic development and in the interests of

lIaintaining the environMnt which wUl result in a halt to and qrCldual reel.cUon in
the negative ~ocesses of the eCClBystem on the regional and global levels. it is
necessary also for all States to observe, to the extent possible, those prinCil L.es
and standards of ecological co-operation wloh would prwent any harm to their
neiqhbours and to the entire international colIIDunity. It is necessary for

co-operation to grow, co-operation which will gradually lead to the forl'lBtion of a
state of secur ity and conservation of the environment on Cl global scale.

we consider the problem of ensuring optilll1m ell. tic conditions for mankind as
extremely important. With regard to specific proposals it will none the less ~e

necessary to weigh and discuss a numer of questions. Time is reQuired to develop
fully the approaches to all aspects of the Maltese initiative. For exalllPle, wo

must take a careful look at the positive resul ts of the work alread~ being dcne by
such organizations as the United Nations Environment Progranme CUNBP), the R)rld

Meteorological Organhation (WHO), the International Medtime Organization (!MO)
and the regional C)lIIIIissions of the United ~tions. It will be necessary also to

consider the relevant sections of the sys~m-wide medium-term plan of the O'lited
Nations on the envircllulM!f'Jt, in particular the section dealing with climate. In the

light of the foregoing it is necessary to weigh carefully th@ advisability of
establishing within the United Wations new institutions, new elements" such as
.;::o-ordinating mechanisms and expert groups.

..: .. " ~. .~ . ,;' . . ~"< ..," ..

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



::' :-;, ..(~ ...': ."..•. _.;,'.,:. ;.", -".,tL:;;-..,:.

A/43/PV.35
43

":".4········ ...... ,@ .. ,

clilllate •

believe that environme.u:al issues are diverse and of a global nature, hence we

the in terna tional c:ommt.-ni ty' seek 1nq the wel fare of manic ind now and for ever. we

introducing the item on our current General Assembly agenda ent,itled ·Conserv~tion

Foreign Minister of the Gcwel'nment of Malta for his valuable presentation in

fir. BADANI (BgyPl:h Allow me to enend my delegation's thanks to the

abare the views expressed by the secretary-General en the nul ti faceted na ture of

desperately to reacb our: ooRllOn goab a healthy envira'llnent for our own gen~&tion

Gen..al Assemly will &>epcesent a (X)tential for the consensus we need so

and consider when we discuss queetions on the environment at this session of the

discussions. We hope that the elements of RUtual unde1'8tanding we are to take up

environmental questions. we will be prepared to participate coneuuctively in the

and for generatlQns to come.

plenary _eUnC) and that its further consideration ahould continue in the second

COIWlDittee in connectian with other questions tlhich have a direct bearinC) on

(Mr. ZBpotDckX' Czeeh0810vak 18)

It 18 iaportent to IDY attentien alao to the legal aspect of the concept of
the COIDOO hBitage of IWlkind. That concept includes a definite legal lIttaning and

ita application to the cUBllBte calls not only for ourselves but for all other
delegations to consider pr:obl_s relating to the status of the air apace over the
terdtodes of various States to wich their soverei~ty extends ..

The General CoaIittee adopted a decision tx» begin consideration of agenda
item 148 - Conservation of cU.te of part of the COJIII'IlOn heritaqe of mankind - in a

BR/dsg

of c11. toe ea part of the common hed taqa of unk ind·. Egypt wholehear tedly
supports any initiative by a Member State that calls fot' oolllDOn concerted action by
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(Nr. Rada"i, !iYf!)

Protection of the climte of neceulty involvu all of us li"1I\9 in this
uni,,__• It tb_efog. follows that a COhOK.t and well co-ordinated approacb

mould be sought. Egypt tber~f«e signed in 1985 and then ratified 1ft 1988 the

Vienna Convention for the P:otection of the Ozene LayerJ it also ratified in 1988

the 1987 wmueal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the OZone Layer.

we believe that responsibility i8 indivisible, hcwCIRI'. sucb noeds to be done
in the field of rese.ch r data collection and the exdumge of infOl'UltionI'

fobrecwer, environwnul issues are interrelatedJ thus l'.i 801utiOfi to one aspect of
the ~cbl_ should not ba at the expense of mother. The eeonomic future of the

developing countr lea in particular is at stalee in \'e!i-> le regard.

In this connection we emPlasize the 1'ole of the O'liteC! Nations ~s a

multilateral forua and we co_nd the ac:hiev_ntB of the United Nations

BlWircmlant ProgralUle in the area of pt'otecting the erwiroament and pl'OYiding

a8sistance to the developing countr les. The need to s"""gthen ita role is already
called fot in General Assei1t)ly resolutions, particularly resoluticn 4S2/187.

However ~ "e once age in ellphu ize the iapor tance of co-ordination and the pt'illary
role of the ~itea Nations Environment Prograue vis-Acyl!. all actiwtties

undertaken by the ~ited !iaf.!ona system. we look forwf~ to the deliberations of

the gecGlld committee utaen it takes up the item, and hope that a fruitful outCORle

"ill ellanate froll the discussions, one that wUl reneet the concerns of U8 all ..

" '
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Da. Ann BBftaJS ~New zealand), In Nev zealand we have a Maor i ClI:07erb
-'1''*= eo tuklno Ieee". Translated it means ltD4t8uoy nature, d.trey yourseU· ..
'1'bat goes to the vuy heart of our ru&one for participating in th15 :1ebate.
RHpo.. ible 8mage.ent of and accountability foe the envlrcnaGftt has becou a key
1••na in the late twentieth century. It is no lcnger .rely a auestion of how

elWuonamt:al dumges wUl affect the quality of our lives but ..ether, given the
pc.aur.. on it, our world can continue to sU8taira life in the next century and
beycnd. Put slaply, we knew that collectively we He uteadUy d_t:r:oying nature.
Our activities are da_ging not _rely the surface of our planet but a180 the
fabdc of the delicate, fragile atillosphere en tlbich all Ufe on this pl.-et
depends. It is IIp(ZOpriate and timely, since the threat to lang-ter. aurv!val
ccnc~na us all, that th is AB8611lbly mould meet here today w consider ene crucial
eleaent of those envircrurental concerns, that of clirlate change. Like other

speak••, I wi. to express New Zeal&nd '8 appreciation fce the initiative taken by
the Govum.nt of Malta to draw spe~ial attention m this major: issue on the

lnternatiooal agenda.

New zealand now reooCjftizee thl1t the matter of climate change is fundamental tc
tile well-belll9 of our country and our people, indeed, it has implications for the
".y aurvival of COlDun itles in lbw zealand and lIany other countr iea. Regrettably,
we, like others, have not al_ye had this widu awareness.

We have not always been so conscious of the impact an U8 of environ_nbll

4"'Clle~ts far rellCWed from OUIl.' part of the w«ld. Our interest was focused on
our "'diam region of the South Pacific and Antarctica. The pt'Clbl•• of Northern

u..laph.r~ industrial pollution and acid rain, of tropical rain forest desuuction
..d of deaertificatlon wer& iJlportant but sOIIeWhat distant froll our imJIIediate
CClftCU...
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t ••perablre over the Gext 5u years. Pew doubt that the "Hung wUl have ••1ous,

pcGtdlctions IlboUt the lattur suggest si91ifioMt increases to the earth'S

Md even borrifio, consequences in many populated areu. Por e~_pl., the ttu:_t

above tbe Antarctic and e1Bewhere.. An even mre colllPlex prcbl_ has aritJen with

The mat graphic widance of this reality, and of the linkage between various
kinds of envircmaental d._ge, is presented by the depletion of the ozone layer

It is therefore euentia1 that envirClllJlental initiatives, ••ther tbe--., be at

and tb.iE' cutting or burning, llke the burning of foaU fuels, adds to tbe strain
en our biOSphere. MineR•• ab_. or careless lIIiSlllftagelUot of the envir.cn.nt,

the national, r&gional or glClbal level, be _11 toCUIlec! and carefully

(!!Sa Ann _reus, tte" lealand)

l,'ke other GcvfKnMmta 8I:'ound the world, wo now openly acknowledge tbe
In_ ~uacy of such 4ft apoach. 'rhe colilPlex naWl'e of en"leon_ratal pr<lbleaa and

1:10 sub-Saharan COWltr 10 through ckou9\t could be de'U'astatingo New zealand and ita

SOuth hcific neigbboufs, like other islands, could be swerely affctcted u rising
••• l ..".ls drOllll 10llt..1yiog atoll. and coastal .eas.

the effects of foeaU fuel cons_pUm, tropical rain forest depletim and
de.,ertifieation, which tIOgatbu have created the greenhouse effect. Gelentific

flooding, fuel abortagu _d the degradation of soU cd _t.. How we know, t1»,
of the indirect effects Oft glebe1 clillate since foresta recycle the ab: we bre.t.ne

ttl~h' lIev.8 glabll1 COMeqU8ftC" ".l'e llluaua.d for uti by ttlat _jar dQCUilent
"OIu Ca.oo Putur.· pCGptal'ed by the 1brld Ca.i••taa on Bnvirl15n_nt and

Dwelopaent, tbe reea-enctetiona of ..icb were adopted .. a ccntlleneus of t:hi_

Aaseably at its lallt sUllion. ..-) sillply cannot now ignore or II1nud.8 the global
1aplct of envuClftllental lib.... ~. 1088 of f«8Sts, fce fJx.ple, bu by .,OM

eatiaataa directly affeeted the lives of Oft. fiftb of the \Orld population, through

; . -~.,

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



the Menueal ~rotocol to the VieMa Corwenticn f« the Protection of the Ozone

in tuture.

A/41/PV.35
46-SU

From the steadily growing body of scientific inforution and ~ea_rcb en elillatle

cdented. tIlUe we should not rule out the possibility of even tighter controls,

that Protocol is a useful model of "'bat can be achievech we hcpa it will obtain

Layer, can we enHure that international action ls soundly based and action

this crisis, must make the required political eaatU.ent: to deal with that crisis

<:bange, its causes Md its implications., uny varying ccnclusions and

Por enly by concerted international efforts, such as last year 'a adopt;iQl of

resolutely.

reoolllllendations can be drawn. In soat areas scientific questions aay exist as to

(DaM Ann _reus, Hl!¥ zealand)

co-ordinated. ~ua ,~;,y impo!tant, we need the fullest exchiU\':.~ of infcx_ticn.

wide acllcence. Ne are committed to support for: sim11ar international initiatives

the (Keeise nature or iIlpsct of ene aspect of cli_te change. we bolieve that this

Assellbly, While r~gniz1ng that quastioos still E'~m &bout the exact nature of

BRS/ow

(, It

o '

o

c< 0:

The issue of climate change ls a matter of such vital global importance that

it must receive the fullest and most careful attention of this OrgM'lizaticn.

fbreOlrer, we believe that co-operation ln dealing with the uny facets of this

issue can best be servta.d if consensus support frcn the lIelllber:l!hip as a wale i8 the

fI f)
basis on which we ~oceed. In debating this issIIe hue and in negotiating an

appropriate resoluticm aimed at moving forward en the issue, we hope we can avoid

o

the intro&.1ction of extrane.JUS concepts that might impair: the prospects for a

ConB(f)OSUS appcoach. Our collUllOn cbjective - the implel:lentation of Measures required

to prea12rve the global climate - demands no less.
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fila.. Ann Hercus, New zealand)

It is al80 our sueng wish that in marting a path fcxward the int.-natien.l
co_unity will contin,:. to give full recognitien to existing capabUitiu within
the United Rations .YS~. we ... this as an opportmity, rather than m crete

wexld Mttec:cological Otgmbatim. _ welCOlle the SUlpe toWllrda cleser

co-operatien between tbesa bodies. we stand prepared to assist with contributing

I openly conf.e8s that in studying this issue I have found difficulty in

~<I"8tanding the vas't:ness of its implicatiolllS. Maybe others ha9. too. My

difficulty lies in part in ooqtrehending fully the appalling ent11rcm~ntal and

buun impact of even conservative asaeagent of mange, and also the scale and
colllplexity of the scientific issues involved. we are also conscious of the

cUffi~lt cboices to tilic::h protecting the emucnmeftt gives rise md the huge

potential i_tact on econOilic growth and develoPlent. In the latter: area the

ccncept of sustainable development is ene of 1iblcb denor and recipient CIOlD'ltries
alike IlUBt take full aCOl)unt.

To secure a greater understanding of the dan~rs requires broadl!r

understanding of tllbat the scientists the.elves are agreed on. An inwentory of the
international scientific canoerns and effort, In ample language, could help to

focus the attention of the policy-makers, such as ourselves, en the 8CXt~ of
effective action which _gilt be talcen internationally, be it directed against ozone

depletion and flu«Xocarbona, air pollution or waste dllllpin<j. For, despite the

scientific uncertainties, we lUSt not run dsks with the future of our planet. A8

the Macxis say, -Desuoy nature, destroy yourself.·

*
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tar. lWIA (Hepalh Only last week thft Genal' 51 Aasetftbly took up

ctmlticl..ation of agenda ite. acncerning nat~al disasters in Jaat1c::a, the SUdan
and Bangla.sh. Today, even as the General bs8lbly is consider Ing this it••,

Central Aa.dc. Sue., particularly Nicaragua, are facing the ravages of a

c~lale. Tb... calamti.s, ruulting fro. hurricanes, drought and flooding, and

affecting three different ccntlnents ence again ra.ind the internatienal COIlIUlity
of the 91mal r8ft~ and variety of cliJIate-incl!csd pbenOll81la.

If tbr:OU91 the .ill_1uM of hUMIn civllizatlcm climte has influencod the
social and eoonaeic activittee of IUmkind, it ha only recently been recogniaed

that hUIIIm activities, too, can and do significantly affect elt_te. In thb

I:'egard, we believe that the 1972 United Ratione Cenference on the Bwun Bnviron.nt

8ftd last year'. landllark report of the Brundtland co.iuion have been revealing.

Pheno.na such as acid ram, ozene depleticn, desertification, RUlli".

flooding and species 1088 hav& exposed linkages between ecology and thG eCalomy.

More than ever before the international co_unity is now realizing that cUllate
cCMtitutes yet another key vu iable in the ecolcgy-eCCftOJllY fquatiCllh

It hu, for exallpl., been 4)cu_nted that industrial mania p:oducticn and

cozw..ption of chl«oflu«ocubons ls destroying the Barth 'a protective O'.&cne

layer. Excessive burning of fos811 fuel~ ana large-scale deforestaticn are also

tbrO&ttning to in&lce regicnal and global cU.te mange. The O'lited ~tions

Bnviran_nt Progrume (ONBP) has warned that by the IIiddle of the next century our
planet could f&ce Cl sMious rise in temperature. Already it ha been l'epo~ted that

," .
. ii

mange can eaUy be emrisaged, affecting food dae!ns an land and sea, increasing

the glClbal temperature has been rising sinae 198u and ha conelderably increased 1n
the put 15 aoilths, mUe the first five 1IliCftths of 1986 were the WUlltMJt on record.

The opening of a veritable Pmdora'& box of serious climatic and envircnmntal

: • ." ~ ... ,.' ... :0. ~: :... • :"'-
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Davelo~ent, for the pcolllOtion of momt&in c1eveloPlent in ways that do not threaten

establi,8baent in Kathmandu of the International Centre for Integrated Ibuntain

interest of all mankind. Since significant elinBte oc envuanJIlental duanges in theHimalayan foothUIs would have a most profomd illpact on the annual precipitation
that occurs ewer much of SOuth Asia, Nepal would certainly co-operate in any Olited
NatiCftS studies thus directed. we believe a beginning has already been made by thlft

we reClO~,ize that enly through a well-eo-ordinatad gl(i)al effort will it be

Nepal reoognizes that valuable contributions have been Ma in reoent years by

and illpact, of cU.•te mange.

-.ny scientists and reeearcber& in the ~ea of glabal cU.te and cli_te mange.we are also conscious of the sub&tantial efforts of the UNBP, the 1I)r1d

possible to address effectively the amy interlock inq iaQlues on Witch consensus
nH48 to be reached on the conservation of clillate in the enlightened lcng-term

These are SOll8 of the considerations that explain our interest in the conceptof conserving cU.• te as part of the COftlIllClll heritage of aal'lkind. we consider this
to be a forward-lookmg idea and e2qXe1IS appreciation to Mlllta for the initiativeana to ita Por:eign Minister for his elcquent !nuocllction of the draft resolution
thls imrning. we are confident that our deliberations will mark thfi beginning of It
new and tiaely effort by the international COIIJIuoity to flesh out and ccncretize an
idea whcse tiDe it seell8 has IIIQst definitely QOIIO.

(NI'. Rana, Nepal)
air polluticn, and wen threatening coastal cities and small low-lying countries,

Mateocological organ1:l:at'i.t.m and the InterWltianal Cr.>uncU of Scientific tbions todevelop internationally accepted assess_nts of the reality, as well as the causes

'l'.. -.,-'"2
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Mr. WMIBEM (Norwayh It is becoming incrgsingly clear that the threat

of eli_tic dumge is a ~e8S1ng issue that r~uire8 our collective priority

~tteration. We may well be on the threuhold of clumgea to our elmat:e so drastic

that they will Pl'ofoun:U.y change human life. This problem - the ·greenhouse

6offeet·, which should !!lOre approPl'iately be ce.lled -the heat trap· - must nlClW be

dealt with as a .tter of urgency. we must take corrective action, we must talce it

together, and we must take it new.

S.,ientists still have no unanimol~ view on the magnitude of the climatic

cbange, but it is established beyond reasonable doubt that we will experience a

glebal change in cl mate •

The effect on the whole ecological balance of such a change could be

droll_tiC. The ti!le span needed for plants to adjus:. to a new climate is normally

hundredlll of years. The deserts will expand" The crops in today's maL'ginal areas

will be lest. Bxuemes of weather - storm, rainfall, frost or heat - may b('come

IlOre COIllllOft. The Se& level may r is(l considerably, and, with one third of the

"'exld IS popu\aticn living in low-lying coastal areas, such a development will have

dra_tic consequences. Political stabUity may be threatened in many parts of the

war16, and the ilUnCet' of ecologicml refugell!s may increase. In sum, climatic change

wUl affect us all profoundly, regardless of whel'e we live. And, as always, the

they are heavily interlinked with each other.

l'MponsibUity •

poorest countries will be the Clnes most eeverely aaffectede

B11118sions of carbon dioxide and a number of othor gases contr ibuting to global

risk is so high that we cannot afford just to sit back and hope that problems will

go away. We are the ones who must take the initiatives. we must set the limits,

All of this may not happen, or at least not that severely. But the potential

ana we RilJ8t prevent potmtial disasters for future generations. 'ltlat is our shared

heating, acid rain, depletion of the ozone layer - these are not separate problelllSJ
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the further work on this question at this session of the Genet'&l ASSQmly.

co-oparate closely with the delegation of Malta and with all other delegations in

subStantive debate an this issue in the Sltcond COIll!Ilttee. we stand ready to

the General Assembly. My delegation looks for_rei to a good, constructive and

fI1J Government has tlelcollled the initiative by the GovetnJll!nt of Malta to have the

a .tter of pdority cCllcern to the N«wegian GcWernment. Against this badtqround

place particular emphasis ClI\ the needs of the de-.reloping countries~

As I have ,,!ready stated, the protection of l:he climate and the at:!lOapbere is

in the area of clean and lCM-polluting tedlnologies. In doing this, we should

area of energy efficiency, in the area of new and renewable sources of energy!t and

enviramnentaUy sound energy strategies. PurtberDlOEG, we should co-ordinate

the tropical rain forests, the graen lunge of the globe. we should adopt effective

("f. Vraalsen, Nor_f)
Tbe tille has come to dfN'elop a 11 tl'a tegy, to develop an actic.n plan foe

Pd_ Minister Gro Harlem Bruntland in the field of eJWuomaent and developllent.

question of conservation of the cu..te inscribed on the agenda of this session of

measures to reduce uissiClfts of harmful substances. we should develop and adopt

appreciation to the uny speakers vho have made references to the role pl&~d by

protecting the lI'Cftospftere. In the view of the ttorwegia. 1overmrant, we should

scientific activity and increase technology research and technology transfer in the

atllo8Plere. This was fi~8t proposfJd by the Norwegian PriJIe Miniister,
Mrs. Gro Barle. Bruntland, at the Conference on the Changing AtlllOSPlere, in Toronto
in Jt'::l\e this year. Thus this is a matter of the highESt concern and of top
Pl'iority to 1'Jtf GoIFermnent. Allow me in this conneeticn to eX~6ss ay delegation's

consider estGblillhh)C) a global convention en the lXotecticn of the cli_tA and the

AP/SY
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(Mr. Vraalsen, Norway)

The question of the climate is very complex indeed. Many activities are

already going on in this field in various organizations. we must bear this in mind

in c,Ul' discu88ions. Nlat appears to be particularly important at thi" stage is to

eee to it that all the international activities in this area are well

oo-exdinated. This should, to the extsot possible, be done within existing

multilateral mec:hcmislllS. In br lef, it is the hope of my delegation that in the

COIling weeks we Ihall be able to reach agreement on a resolutiCl'l that will set the

further consideration of this crucial issue on the right track.

Mr .. 'BBNUO!JNA WORIDI (Morocco) (in terpreta tion frcm Pf'enm): Tbe

ItDrroccan delegation is particularly grateful to the Minister of Foreign Affairs of

M11ta and the delegation of Malta for having introduced this item and a draft

resolution on the conservation of the climate as the cOl'lnOn heriuge of mankind.

On tb1s armiv"sary of the creation of the tl'lited Nations, we are e!Specially

eatisfied to see that the pt'GStige of our Organization has been restored and its

cr&dibll1ty strengthened, and that" furthermore, its responsibilities constantly

extend to other challenges having planetary dimensions. The promction of the

envirowaent, the pt'evention of natural disasters, the conservation of the climate -

all illustrate that as e:h1s milloniul1l comes to an end, our organization must assume

new deeply mltUateral missions and that no state, however powerful, and no

institution, however competent, can confront or t'Gsolve thcee problems in isolation.
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the partial destruction of the ozone 1a~r.

AdBittedly, we have been no strangers to these phenomena throughout t~le lone)

ignorance.

no 100981' any doubt that this cClIu::enuat1on of gas, together wi th oh'ler tbermal

gas Pl'e.ent in the air has increased by l'I01'e than 14u bi11100 tonnes, and there is

years. Indeed, since the beginnin.g of the industrial era the quantity of carhon

wastes C&WIled by the develoPllent of enerCJY oonsumptim, could lead to an

Despiw the technological iXOCjl'e&s that has taken place 1n recent decades 1n

oomplem.ty of cUilatic phenoMna and in consequence the vast scale of our own

the first reauireaent fee the tille being is to reoo9'lize the extraordinary

The effect of the cliMate on un was, according to currGnt theorias, IIOre or

proces•• clear ly are not distinct, they have an influence on each other. However ,

depend to a large 6xtont on new progress in the area not anly of cemP1t~s but also

lus for••eeable, but it is only recently that cl iIIlatologists have realized that

Of, space technology and telecc_un iea tions.

we already recognize that climatic fluctuations have becclIe grl!ater 1n recent

have Suu bilUon operations for a single lIediWl-term weather for:ecast the
scientific co&lunity will have to face unprecedented probleJlls whose solutioo \1ill

urbanlllaticn, the developraent of lextensive irrigatiClfi, the transfonBUon of forest
areas into farlllandB and the destruction of the two lungs of the planet - ~he

uopical and eauator lal fcxeete ... to .icb must be added the gr:eel'lbouse effect and

atllOftphodc warming of a few degreese thereby thrutening the tempe:llture balance

data callecttan, the power of camputus and the refinellent of the theoretical

HR/rv

analysis of mdels, we are forced to the conclusion that while it is necessary to

huaan acti"iti.. could tbe.el"es be the c:awse of change in the cU.te. These two
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("r. Bennouna Lour idi, Morocco'

yearl! of drought .lch have recently affected Africa and Asia and pl'O'Ioked the

lIigratlon of lIilllane of people e..king water, food and physical secur ity.

ell_tic fluctuationa have _9_"..8d greater veriatione in world grain reserves
and, IIOre generally, in food pro&lction at the regional and wor ld levels.

There i8 a deeply felt need today to r.tOC'e the cU.te of the past by means
of palaeoclillatolQ9Y and to develop th~ .._ of P.1'edicting the natural developaent
of the cliattt in the future. In.-q event the interrelationship of clinate and

huun activities will henceforth be a uttet' of pr imary iJlportance to whic::h

GovernlHnta antS the O'aite4 Nations camot re.in inctifferent. Ql the contrary, it
ha been rightly said that history will judge Q)vernaent8 not enly by what they

have dale in the areae of health, e4Jcation _d food but al80 by the care they have
abown to 1Z0tect the envil'cn_nt and the .asur.. they have taken to lXepare their
coamtrlea to Pl'edlct natural, eli_tic, geophysical and other disasters.

At the rzesent tille, the uee of satellites and global C:Olllllunication

t4tdm!qu., aB well aa tnteM!". dialogue atalg ecientists, engineers,

adlliniatratDrs anell bodies rnponsible for ..king political decision, could

wadoubtedly uke it pouib1e to rectaee the danger. resulting from clill8tic

fluctuations, especially thcge of huun or igin.

Lut year the Geneal Aaellbly, by r_olution 42/169, which had

9:; co-sponsor., designated the 199us a decade dur!ng whic::h the international

com-.mlty, wder the auspic•• of the Olite4 Hltioft!ll, '*C)'jld ensure that

international c:o-operation 1n the area of the pcevontion of natural disasters would

be enoouraged. My c:omtry wecked very hard lut year to ensure that the text was
adopted by consensWl.

we are convinced that the conservation of the clillate !!1IJ the COrllllOn her: itage

of lIMkind i8 a the.. CQliplelll8fttary to that of codtat:ing natural disastm'. ald is

:,',',

~.: ':!:,;. '

'lii'::;::IiL;~I':i;'I':':':~~'I';;.··~i';;'i/:~I;d'.-·:;:::'i·:·'~~.:/'II'··<lIIiri~\~"i":·""··IIIi""'·i:...iIiI··:i',Ii'..,•.....; .._!li.;.•:.:.>-•.•,;:, i';-c.--",.-;.",.;:'.*,:.,;.~':'Ill""_."·_;'~.·'\;:;·'.:~~-'-IIIiii·~·'·:,':.:,·'':.'~:>IIIii-··'Iii:-'·'IIiii:·:_;~·""';".." .:._,;;-:~._.',_., i .• :; ..' ,;>, : : ', ' ,':._,;0,.;" )~ ,",,'1' ,:';""'.:.fj\"",,:..;~.,,",,:':.;:'~,,;t-:.;;:.:.:~~:-~·~·~.:·-;:~·-,.::.;.: ._-.~':'.- __ 'A"-.

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



Macocco nopeil ~at the new dl&'lllenga of _:lex IIlpcxtance that confront the

(Hr. Bennouna ·lDar idi; Morocco)

,',. '.'.'
. -.. , ; ;;·;:4±:~:ll?"*,;,.",:-:-_~. ;-' ,',,".J; • , •.

A/431PY.35
63

Hr. VBRGAU (Pederal Rop,lbl1o of Ger8nyh Tbe intE'o&Jc9don of an ite.
calling foe lIClCe awar.es. of the Clang•• that oniV.Ally thr_ten tile _tntenanc.

Nations. Who does not re._u the great bb••edel' Arvld ParaDe _ hope that

neeea.By foe the full flo.er ing of un on our planet. I 041.4 hardly recall that
it \fA. thanka to Malta that the conoept of the COIlllClft tier itaqe of numk iftd was
inuo41ced foe tile first ti_ in an 1ntKnaticnal forUII, that is, the wited

our _ans and enQ)ur4ge colIIPlaentarity to cone.ve the cliJIatic conditions 80

the opportunity off.ea us by the delegation of MIlt. to collbine our effor:ts and

this new initiative 18 going to allow !J8 m endcb this prOJlising concopt of the
CO~ horltaqe of IIMk:lnd.

P'inally, as a _P008or of the l'nolution Oft the conservation of the clinlate,

Aa.Gllbly.Ul find tbe world oo-.mity MDE'8 united in iu cc_U:IIent and acting in
great. solidarity, foc, .. the poreign Min1lJtec of Malta nu eaid, cliate knows

noithM political opposition nee political diffeulftOls. .. Mould therefore seize

.ould be an in-depth d!seu.ion enee-paaiDg, .g.irust the ._ background, the

follcwinC) topian firet, the iXot8ction of the env!rcm_nt and the convenmg of a
cenf.ellCIt en e..tainable d.eloPII_t, HCClUUy, the re41ct1on of natural CU8Ut.S
and the adoption o~ • world progr... of aetiOft to that on«Si and, thirdly, the itell
we are discuuing today, the conaervatiClfi of our ee-lIClft clillltic bedtage and

coneidaraUon of specific prelisin.vy l'ecDBeftdations relatlld thereto. These three

el...t8, bec.... of their very siaaUadty, will giv-e r18e to a catalytic set of

ideaa whim should be of b••fit fot' botb the ClOftQlPt and the IZoceS8 of the fourth

therefcxe apacially d.erving of tbe eup~t of thlll Aa.llbly. 'lbus, next year"

dueing the forty-fourth a...!oft of the ~ited Ratione General bsemly, there

~'... . . ,~. . ~.. -'. .. .. .
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elt.DUe eauUtiou exist 01' mange ir:roapective of national bozd... The

therefOl'e right that the ttlite4 Nmtions .ould play G role in thia fl~d and give
an iapetua to national and regional activities, perhape even co-ordinating the••
'1'0 thla cel, ve join othc. 1ft l'equ_ting tile seer.tuy-General to report on all
ongoing acUv 1tiesvi th a view to sucb co-ordination.

eon.tquenoaa cannot re.m a pur.ly national matter, they COftC8rn Uti all. It i.

(Hr. v-eu, Pedllrlll Rltpablic
of Quamx)

of eU._tic eanditiona f.our8ble w Ut. on our planet i8 vet1ee-d by ay

delegation. My Q)veru.nt appreclatea this initiattv. talcen by Nllta.

ft. hdKal Republic of Ger-my ie ready.to join oth.ll in tb~ _deavour to

enhiiilC8 ~rld-wida aeienUfie r ...rell mm tb. q-ueationa hew Md w? eUaatie
eauUttOftll dumge and e'lpl«. app:opriata aeau of .ertmg the d••ge to all

, .
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protection of the enviromaent. we therefore believe that it wuld be nei tber

larger framework of activities undertaken in the United Nations system for the

SUdl international co-operation should, in our ,,'iew, be integrated into the

make thena av~Uable for international co-operation.

Qlited Nations B~!ronm.t programme - which is already participating in the

We promote research of the str atosphez ic ozme 181'61' and of the CJreenhouse

Intergovermrental Panel on Climate Change - SOOIlS to us to be the IlIOst appropr late

BconotRic: COIIlIIIiss:lm for Burope. we are actively IKirticipating in the currfMt

neceasary nor desirable to create yet another international institution. The

All counuies in all regions of the world are called to contribute

have ac.l\ered to a nmmu of other coftvenUcns and insuu_nu designed to- reduct

organ for co-ordinating international co-operation in this arM.

cons tructively in research and on measures aiming at the protection of our

In a few &lye a W«ld Ccl"gresB on CH.toe ana Development, ocgmize4 in ay

We hC'l'e already ratif1~ the Vienna Cmvention en Pluor-Chlor ine and

Dydtocarbons, and we vill iaplement the Montreal Protocol as of 1 January 1ge9. we

country with the participation of the United Nations Centre for SCience and

cenference en ozone at 'l'he Hague.

climate. The Federal Republic of Germany is willing to do 80.

effect and other re1t.lted p:'ogrammes of cllllBte research, and we are ~epared to

emissions of danguous substances which were concluaed in the framework of the

JW/15

Technology for DeYelopa_t, w111 be held in 8all'burg Wider the 8oo"ices of our: Read

of State. This is an eJC!lllPle of sum activities that seek world-wide co-operation

<,

L:t('
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!!f. DRIM n~angl'''''''8hh Let me fi~st thank the delegation of Malta for
the initiation ana inuocilcdon of this important item.. It follows tilt' tradition
c.tablitlbsd b~ Malta of drawing attention tlo issues that override concerns of
naticnel sovereignty and juriedict:i.Cft and focusing inlt.a on theRes that hi91l1ght
international concerns and qlClbal interdependence. This was the case that led to
the _teblillhaent of a lIOII.'e rational and manageable regille far the oceans and seas,
this !niti&tive new concentrates on another, perhaPl even aore iJlportant,

ee-IIOMUty: our shared ecosyetell! - the cliJll!te that governs IUnk ind ~s survival
and existence.

It is a fact that climate conditions our human activities. '!'he converse is
a180 true. The concerns that have prOllDteQ the initiation of this theme are well
known though they are vet to sink fully into the COhlllciiOuaness of Governments,

int.natianal agencies, decision-makers and public opinion. '!'be diocussion of the
itea constitutes an adCIitional wei~tage to a variety of efforts directed towards
this end, that is, the c:eation of global awarenGSS and the necessity of

integrating envuQIlEntal considerations into economic decision-making and planning
at all lwels.

OUr cllllate, which has sustained humanity's survival and grewtb, is

characterized also by the havoc it can wreak. Bangladesh Is amanq many

disuter-prone countries that are victims of this reality. There is yet to be a
fuller appreciaticn and accolmting of the Caltinulng and cUIIL!1ative impact of

disaster: causea by floods, cyclcnes and drought aJIOng other natural phenCVil8na, in

tu. of death, dfNutation, disease and disruption of econOilic and social

activities and the incalculable cost of hwaan suffer ing that they 8IlC)8nder. The
creation of a hazard-resilient w«ld haa become a f«e_t imperative.

TodDy other .,re ser lcus concerns have surfaced that could threaten our very
fJx!stence. Nature is bountiful, but it is also fragile and finely balanced. There
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Systelll. we are fttst closing the g&P in cweratappin9 tb_e limits th~ougb CRUWl.

of rfJaourcu at a speed that al~1l little tiN to lnt1cip&~ os: pc_et ....xpected
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defcxatatim$ rapid d:tpletion of the ozone layeu introcilction of toxic substance.
into tbe hlDllUl food chain Md w.ter resources) indimcr !IIinam burning of fOlJs:I.l

fUels that ham) led to glebal warming that could cClftceivably eaUlle, vi thin tbtt next

5u ywtar8, aea-levol 1'1,._ that could inundate coastal ciUea and rlv8r delta. Dd

drMt1caUy uPHt national and tnternational agd.cultur:al p;':octlctian Md trade
systeas) acidification that hu destroyed land, foruta and laka, b~lngin9 in ia
w•• uoeicn, s:l.ltatian, floods and local cU.ti<: c'.nange.

lIueua and strains is as _ch the illpnct of nature as the natura of poIJ'erty
.xacerbated by the pursuit of ind18criainate grawth. Responsibility accrues on
both the Cl_eloped end the d_eloping nations. BlWucmaental dlfficulti&£ that
ClOnfrClftt us naw are not new, but it is only rocently that we have begun to

md•• tand their caaplexlt.y. Prwiously the _in concen centred on tho effects of
de"olop••nt en the envuClft_nt. Today we are becoll1ng increasingly morfl f.,'>Oncarned
about the .'11 in _lcb emrirontllfiftt&l degradatic:n ean dulpen ex r ...se eccnotic
de"elopaent. The fundaaantal connection between the two bas bKDIIe la prepondegant
factcx in tbe seHch for re.dial solutions and has only bec:c.e apparent in the
very recent past.

Only a IIbcct ubUe ago OUl' planet wu cons~red a large and dl.pe~ate world

in whida hUIIIm acti"ities Ift4 efforts were neatly e:e-partaantalizea within nat!ollill,
wlthin .eet:lOrs and within broad-based arHS of concern, be they envil'on_ntal,
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(Hr. Iar!JI~ Bangladellh»

ecCftOlllic or social. Th... CQIlIputlDenta haY. begtm rapidly to dissolve in the light
of a series of ou_lative crtaea - envlrcn.ntal, 8n81'91 anei deve1.opaant. It is

Q

D

I)

o

now reco~13ed that these ar. not separate but one single crieic. O\uges have
loc:ked the glebel econoJIY and global ecology together. '1'ilere UI realizaticm cf the
marp incr4tue In eCClnOllic interdependence alDCl'lg natio... ".e ilOW fOLC3d to
aceustoa ourselves to an accelerating ecological interdsPlln~nce, as ecology and
the ecClftOllY beCOlle even mo:e int.-lodcec.l and lntertw1n~.

The initiative of Malta ~. a two-fold otlerative diaaensiOl'l. 't'he first 18 for

tb:la As8emly to declMe clilll\ to to be the coua\ heritae;,e of _Ilk ind, the secmd,
to examine the current .U:UlltJ.cn with at vi. to elabrxr.tinq a qlClbal suate9Y to
conserve clhate in «de: to ensure that life en Barth can be suat!llned.
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on natural disaster reduction.

summi t meeting on environmantal QOncerns in the Ileai:' fubire.

(Nr. Kar!.l'll; Bangladesh)

A/43/PV.35
71

will indeed converge into a b:ead-based global strategy that could be endorsed by a

I conclude with the fond hope that such J¥'oposals, all relevant to each other,

The PRESIDENT, We have heard the last speaker cm the introwction of

foe transformation of its report into a tbited Nations programnae of action on

this item in plenarcy meeting5 This item will new be considezoed in the second

Prime amng them is the call by the World COD=1salon en snvironl1l9ilt and DeveloPllent

that the General Aaseni)ly commit itself to preparing a univezsal declaration and

sustainable developnent and for la follow-up international ClOnference to review

Commi t tee, as decided by the Asaent»ly at its th ird meeting.

progress made to set benchmarks and to maintain such progress \111 thin the

later Cl convention en environmental protection and sustainable developnent.

experts to prepare an adeauate framework for implementing the international decade

duty bound to honour this trust and paSII it m to our children in a liveable

guide-lines of human needs and natural laws. The Colllftission has also reoonmended

Meanwhile, the united Nations secretary-General has also convened a ~el of

state. Many proposals have been mooted regarding a glebel environmental strate9}!.

Bangladesh fully supports the concern to declaro cli_te to be the CC!IlJilOD

heritage of mankind. Heritage inherently involvee the conteJt."'t of inheritance. we
have indeed inhEi tee our earth as a sacred trust fram our fore fa ther:s and are in

MLG/dsg
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AGENDA ITEM 16 (continued)

(a) BLBCTION OlP Ml!MBBRS OlP THE GOVERNING COUNCIL OlP THE UNITED NATIONS BNVIRO*ENTPaOeaMI4E: DRAPT DECISION UV43/L.13)

MLG/cSag

The PRESIDENTs The General Assembly, by resolution 42/185, entitled

IIBieMial cycle of sessions of the Gcwerning Council of the O\itec1 Nations

Envuanllll!lnt Progrsame·, decided, among ot!ler things, that there should be no
regllllar session of the Governing COuncil in 1988 and that, beginning in 1989, the

regular sessions of the Council would be held only in odd-nuni:lered year s.

Furthermore, by its decision 42/448, the Assembly decided to defer elections to the
Governing Council until the forty-third session of the Assembly and requested the

secretary-General to Calduct consultations wi th Governments to establish the

necessary transitional arrangel'Mnts for a change in the term of office of members

of the GoI1er:n ing COuncil from three years to four, wi th one half of the menber shi p

being elected every two yeu s.

With a view to ensuring a SlWOth transition in the process of changing the

terms of office of the menbers of the Governing COuncil, consultations were held

with the Chairmen of the regional groups and ta'le transitional arrangements thus

established are contained in the draft decision that has been circulated under this

item (A/43/L.13).

expirps on 31 Decenber 1988.

Nations Environnant Prograi'll'lle to replace the 39 members whose. term of office

, ,

The draft decision was adopted.

The PRESIDENT, Pursuant to the decision just taken, the JUlsembly will

new proceed to the election of 39 marrbers of the GOITer:n inq COuncil of the Un! ted

May I take it that it is the wish of the General Assembly to adopt this draft

decisim?

.... -- ~ . .. ..' . ." "., ~ . '.,
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The 39 outgoing meabers are: Argentina, Australia, Barba,",os, 9:)tswMSl, ,1
(The President)
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Sri Lanka, Swazlland, the Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda,
the united Kingdom of Ggoeat Br ita in and Northern Ireland, Yugoslavia and zanbia ..

Ghana, India, Indonesia, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, the Libyan Arab Jamahidya, Mal ta,
MexiO), the Netherlands, Niger, Niger 14, Qlan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Poland,

'l'bcse me!llbers are eligible for immediate re-election.

I should like to remind members that, aft"r 1 January 1989, the following

states will still be memers of the GcNerning COuncih Brazil, Burundi, the

Dominican Republic, Gaboo, the Federal Republic of Germany, Greece, the Islamic

RepUblic of Iran, Iraq, Ja!pan, Mauritania, Republic of Korea, Senegal, SWeden,

Switzerland, the Ukrainian Soviet SOcialist Republic, the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, the Olited States of America, Venezuela and zaire.

Therefore those 19 States are not: eligible in this election.

In accordance with the transitional arrangements for changing the term of

offiae of members of the Governing Ccuncll from three to four years, lu of the new

candidatureE fIX each of these terms.

corresponds to the number of seats to be filled should become standard, unless a

o
• ., ,,", • : ~. " •• , I' '. -' ......, • ~

Under rule 92 of the rules of procedure, all elections must be held by secret

delegaticn specifically requests a vote on a given election.

secret ballot for elections to subaidiery organs when the nullber of candidates

Chairmen of the regional groups have advised us that the groups have agreed on the

menbers will be electbd fer a one-year term and 29 for a three-year term. The

ballot std there shall be no -nominations. tby I, however, recall paragraph 1"6 of

General Assembly decision 3t/4Ul, whereby the pcactice of dispensing with the
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(The President)

In the absence of such II request, nay I take it that the Assembly decides to
prooeed to thQ election on that bas is?

It was "so decided.

The PRBSIDBN'l's Since the number of candida tes cor responds to the numer

of seats to be filled by each group, we shall now proceed to declare the following
States elected to the Governing Council of the United Nations Environtrent
Programme: The lu memers for a ate-year term beginn ing on 1 January 1989 are as

follows, three seats for the African States, Lesotho, Mauritius and Zimbabwe) two

seats for the ~ian States, China and IndCl!lesia, one seat for the Eastern European
States, Yugoslavia~ two seats for the Latin American and Caribbean states,
Argentina and Barbados, two seats for: the wsstern European and o'ther states,
Australia and France ..

The 29 membel's for a three-year term beginning on 1 January 1989 are as

follows~ eight seats for the Afdcan States, Botswana, Cote d'Ivoire, Kenya, the
Libyan Arab Jamahir iya, Rwanda, Sudan, '1'090 and Uganda) seven seats for the Asian
States, Bangladesh, India, Jordan, omen, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Sri Lanka) and
three seats for the Eastern European States, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia and Poland.
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The five seats for the Latin Amerioan and Caribbean States go to Chile, ColonDia,

Costa RiC8, Qlyana and Mexico. The six seats for the western European and other

:., States go to Canadls, Finland, Malta" the W8therlands, Ttirkey and the tl\ited Kingdom

of Great Br ita in and Northern Ireland.

I congratulate all the States whic:b have just been elected members of the

Governing Council.

we have now concluded our ex»ns1deration of agenda item 16 (a).

ORGAN lZA'l'ION OF WORK

!.hePRESIDENT, Before adjourning I should like to JP'opose that the list

of speakers in the d~te en agenda item 33, entitled -Judgment of the
"

International Court of Justice of 27 June 1986 concerning military and paramilitary

activi ties in and against Nicaragua, need for immediate compl iance-, be closed

tomorrow at 4 p.m. If I hear nc objection it will be eo decided.

It was so'decided.-
The PRESIDENT, I therefore requeBt those representatives wishing to

participate in the debate to inscribe their names on the list of speakers as soon

as possible.

The meetinq rose at 12.45 p.m.
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