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  Proposal submitted by the Chairman 
 
 

  Draft resolution  
 
 

  United Nations Convention against Corruption  
 
 

 The General Assembly, 

 Recalling its resolution 55/61 of 4 December 2000, in which it established an 
ad hoc committee for the negotiation of an effective international legal instrument 
against corruption, and requested the Secretary-General to convene an 
intergovernmental open-ended expert group to examine and prepare draft terms of 
reference for the negotiation of such an instrument, and its resolution 55/188 of 
20 December 2000, in which it invited the intergovernmental open-ended expert 
group to be convened pursuant to resolution 55/61 to examine the question of 
illegally transferred funds and the return of such funds to the countries of origin, 

 Recalling also its resolutions 56/186 of 21 December 2001 and 57/244 of 
20 December 2002 on preventing and combating corrupt practices and transfer of 
funds of illicit origin and returning such funds to the countries of origin, 

 Recalling further its resolution 56/260 of 31 January 2002, in which it 
requested the Ad Hoc Committee for the Negotiation of a Convention against 
Corruption to complete its work by the end of 2003, 

 Recalling its resolution 57/169 of 18 December 2002, in which it accepted 
with appreciation the offer made by the Government of Mexico to host a high-level 
political conference for the purpose of signing the convention, and requested the 
Secretary-General to schedule the conference for a period of three days before the 
end of 2003, 
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 Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolution 2001/13 of 24 July 
2001, entitled “Strengthening international cooperation in preventing and combating 
the transfer of funds of illicit origin, derived from acts of corruption, including the 
laundering of funds, and in returning such funds”, 

 Expressing its appreciation to the Government of Argentina for hosting the 
informal preparatory meeting of the Ad Hoc Committee for the Negotiation of a 
Convention against Corruption in Buenos Aires in December 2001, 

 Mindful of the Monterrey Consensus,1 adopted by the International Conference 
on Financing for Development, held in Monterrey, Mexico, from 18 to 22 March 
2002, in which it was underlined that fighting corruption at all levels was a priority, 

 Mindful also of the Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development,2 
adopted by the World Summit on Sustainable Development, held in Johannesburg, 
South Africa, from 26 August to 4 September 2002, in particular its paragraph 19, in 
which corruption was declared a threat to the sustainable development of people,  

 Concerned about the seriousness of problems posed by corruption, which may 
endanger the stability and security of societies, undermine the values of democracy 
and morality and jeopardize social, economic and political development,  

 1. Takes note of the report of the Ad Hoc Committee for the Negotiation of 
a Convention against Corruption, which carried out its work at the headquarters of 
the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime in Vienna, in which the Ad Hoc 
Committee submitted the text of the draft United Nations Convention against 
Corruption to the General Assembly for its consideration and action, and commends 
the Ad Hoc Committee for its work;  

 2. Adopts the United Nations Convention against Corruption annexed to the 
present resolution, and opens it for signature at the High-level Political Signing 
Conference to be held in Mérida, Mexico, from 9 to 11 December 2003, in 
accordance with resolution 57/169; 

 3. Urges all States to sign and ratify the United Nations Convention against 
Corruption as soon as possible in order to ensure its rapid entry into force; 

 4. Decides that, until the Conference of the Parties to the Convention 
established pursuant to the United Nations Convention against Corruption decides 
otherwise, the account referred to in article [...] of the Convention will be operated 
within the United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Fund, and 
encourages Member States to begin making adequate voluntary contributions to the 
above-mentioned account for the provision to developing countries and countries 
with economies in transition of the technical assistance that they might require to 
prepare for ratification and implementation of the Convention; 

__________________ 

 1  Report of the International Conference on Financing for Development, Monterrey, Mexico, 
18-22 March 2002 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.02.II.A.7), chap. I, resolution 1, 
annex. 

 2  Report of the World Summit on Sustainable Development, Johannesburg, South Africa, 
26 August-4 September 2002 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.03.II.A.1 and 
corrigendum), chap. I, resolution 1, annex. 
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 5. Also decides that the Ad Hoc Committee for the Negotiation of a 
Convention against Corruption will complete its tasks arising from the negotiation 
of the United Nations Convention against Corruption by holding a meeting well 
before the convening of the first session of the Conference of the Parties to the 
Convention in order to prepare the draft text of the rules of procedure for the 
Conference of the Parties and of other rules described in article [...] of the 
Convention, which will be submitted to the Conference of the Parties at its first 
session for consideration and action; 

 6. Requests the Secretary-General to designate the United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime to serve as the secretariat for and under the direction of the 
Conference of the Parties to the Convention; 

 7. Also requests the Secretary-General to provide the United Nations Office 
on Drugs and Crime with the resources necessary to enable it to promote in an 
effective manner the rapid entry into force of the United Nations Convention against 
Corruption and to discharge the functions of secretariat of the Conference of the 
Parties to the Convention, and to support the Ad Hoc Committee in its work 
pursuant to paragraph 5 above. 

 


