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I ntroduction

1. An informa meeting between the Bureaux of the Committee on Environmental Policy and of the
governing bodies of the ECE environmentd conventions, namely the Conventions on Long-range
Transboundary Air Pollution, on Environmenta Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context, on the
Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes, on the Transboundary
Effects of Industrid Accidents and on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making
and Access to Judtice in Environmental Matters, was organized on 3 July 2003, at the invitation of the
Chairman of the Committee on Environmenta Policy.

2. It followed up to the first informa meeting of 2 July 2002 (CEP/2002/8) to continue sharing
experiences and finding synergies and areas of cooperation to promote and assess the implementation of

the conventionsin the region.

3. Theinformd discussions focused on the outcome of the Kiev Conference, the draft ECE
environment strategy and the Guiddines on Compliance (ECE/CEP/107) and their implementation.

4, The meeting was chaired by Mr. H. von Méejenfedt (Netherlands), Chairman of the Committee
on Environmental Policy.

5. The list of participants to the meeting is annexed to the present document.
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l. OUTCOME OF THE KIEV CONFERENCE

6. Owing to the close involvement of the members of the Bureaux of the Committee and the
governing bodies in the Kiev preparatory process aswell as in the Conference itsdlf, it was decided to
refer to the decisons taken at the Kiev Conference within the discussions on the ECE environment

Strategy.

[I. THE ECE ENVIRONMENT STRATEGY

7. The Meeting discussed the draft ECE environment strategy, which had been prepared by the
secretariat at the Committee' s request to provide guidance to itswork for the next five to ten years
(ECE/CEP/80, para. 26). The Committee had discussed the draft Strategy at its previous sessonsin
November 2002 and February 2003, and suggested involving dso the ECE conventions in the definition
of the future environmenta priorities, prior to the fina adoption of the strategy &t its tenth sessonin
November 2003.

8. In around of generd comments on the Strategy, the participants raised issuesto be taken into
account or further emphasized in the documen.

A Implications of EU enlar gement

0. The enlargement of the European Union should not be seen as athrest to ECE, but asa
chdlenge, an opportunity for partnerships and a possibility of gainsfor the region’s environment. The
mutual benefit obtained from the normative interaction between the ECE instruments and the EU
legidation was emphasized in this regard. The strong commitment of the EU to the * Environment for
Europe’ process, which had been reaffirmed at the Kiev Conference, was aso pointed ouit.

10. Theneedtotailor the ECE environmentd activities more to the countries of Eastern Europe, the
Caucasus and Centrd Asa (EECCA) ought to be further highlighted. These activities should not be
limited to legd assistance but aso include capacity- building and financing. The importance of using
Russian when addressing the subregion should be fully acknowledged. However, the Eastern subregion
is not the sole focus of the ECE work. The role of ECE in the regiond implementation of globa gods
should aso be emphasized.

11. The transatlantic dimensgion of ECE needs to be further underlined.

12.  Reationswith other United Nations regiond commissions are an important additiona element to
focus on, for ingtance with aview to promoting interest in the ECE environmenta conventions within the
other regions. ECE could play arole in actively supporting common positions with the other regions on
globa issues. The Committee should promote interregiona cooperation.
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B ECE environmental conventions

13.  Thevaue of the ECE conventions for the environment in the region needs to be further
demonstrated to the member States in order to prompt the allocation of more national resources to
fulfilling their commitments under the conventions,

14.  Finding synergies between the conventions must be demand- driven. The * bottom-up” approach
to the cooperation was thought to be appropriate. The need to work together should stem from the
common nature of concrete problems. The concrete issues to be tackled together could include public
participation, compliance, technica assistance, capacity-building and financia issues

15.  The Committee on Environmenta Policy could contribute to the work of the conventionsin
particular in the field of capacity-building as well as through strengthening coordination among the
various bodies. Furthermore, the Committee should use its influence to promote the nationa
implementation of the conventions through its delegates. Therole of the regiond adviser in thisregard
was a0 highlighted.

16. Following agenerd discussion on the draft strategy, the Meeting reviewed the proposed goas
for the Committee on Environmenta Policy for the coming five to ten years. Based on the deliberations,
the Meeting agreed that:

- Thegods should be somewhat streamlined, and reduced in number by combining and
reformulating some of them. Some of the “gods’ were seen rather as “tools’ for achieving the
godls,

- Theissuesrased in the informa meeting would be discussed the following day a the meeting of
the Bureau of the Committee on Environmenta Policy. The consultant, together with the
secretariat, would then revise the document in accordance with the comments. The revised
verson of the document would be submitted to the Committee at its tenth session.

IIl.  GUIDELINES ON COMPLIANCE AND THEIR IMPLEMENTATION

17.  TheMeding had before it the Guiddines for Strengthening Compliance with and Implementation
of Multilaterd Environmental Agreements (MEAS) in the ECE Region (ECE/CEP/107), which had been
adopted in Kiev. The participants exchanged views on how the Committee and the governing bodies
could promote the implementation of treaty obligations, through the use of the Guidelines and by
assigting the countries to build capacity. In addition, the Chairman gave the Megting some suggestions
for further improving implementation and compliance.

18.  The paticipants welcomed the Guidelines. They recommended that the Guiddines should
be posted on the web sites of each of the conventions for easy access. Presentation and discussion
of the Guidelines at future mesetings of the Parties was dso thought to be useful. It was suggested
that the member States should be invited to trandate the document into their languages to
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facilitate its dissemination and use at the nationd levd.

19. The Mesting debated the appropriate mechanism and format for reporting on the ECE
conventions a the sessons of the Committee on Environmentad Policy. The participants favoured the
continuation of the individua reporting on the conventions instead of creeting any new reporting
schemes. From the substantive point of view, it was agreed that in order to best serve the Committee’'s
work, for instance in formulating priorities of action, the reports should concentrate on the concrete
accomplishments as well as on the obstacles encountered in the implementation of the conventions and
their protocols. It was suggested, furthermore, that the reports would refer to the concrete waysin
which the Committee could be of assstance to the work under the conventions.

IV. NEXT MEETING

20.  The participants agreed thet it was useful to continue holding informa discussions on ayearly
basis with aview to sharing experiences and ideas on issues that were concrete and common to the
conventions. It was suggested that at the next informa meeting the implementation issues should be
discussed further, possibly with the participation of the chairpersons of the implementation committees.
There was a consensus on the need to organize the informa meetings back to back with other relevant
meetings and to the extent possible on afixed date. At this stage, it was agreed tentatively to hold the
next meeting in the first week of July 2004.

21.  Theinvitation to the next informa meeting together with an agendawould be prepared in
advance by the ECE secretariat and sent out for comments to the Bureaux of the governing bodies and
of the Committee.
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Armenia

Aarhus Convention

Ms. Aida Iskoyan

Adviser to the Minister

Ministry of Environmental Protection

35, Noskovyan street

375002 Erevan

Fax: +374 1530 669

E-mals epac@arminco.com
adaisk@arminco.com

Td: +3741539 255/ 374 1531 861

Bdgium

Aarhus Convention

Mr. Marc Pallemaerts

Professor, Indtitute for European Studies
Vrije Univergtet Brussd

Meinlaan 2

B-1050 Brussls

Fax: 32 2 629 1809

E-mail: mpalema@vub.ac.be

Tel: 322629 1222

Czech Republic

Committeeon
Environmentd Policy

Mrs. Helena Cizkova

Deputy Director, Ministry of the Environment,
Department of Strategies,

CSLegi 5

70200 Ostrava

Fax: 42059 611 8978

E-mail: cizkova@env.cz

Td: 42059 611 8887 ext. 38

Finland

Water Convention

Ms. Lea Kauppi
Director-General

Finnish Environment Indtitute

P. O. Box 140

FIN 00251 Hesinki

Fax: 358 9 40 300 789

E-mail: leakauppi @ymparigoffi
Tel: 358 9 40 300 701

Georgia

Committeeon
Environmenta Policy

Mr. Zaal Lomtadze

Deputy Minister of Environment and Natural
Resources Protection

68 a Kostava Street

Thilis

Fax: 995 32 333 952

E-mall: Zi@gol.ge gmep@access.sanet.ge
Tel: 995 32230 664 / 337 334
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Italy Aarhus Convention

Ms. FedericaRolle

Minigry of Environment

V. C. Colombo 44

00147 Rome

Fax: 3906 5722 8177

E-mall: rollefederica@minambiente.it
Tel: 3906 5722 8129

K azakhstan Aarhus Convention

Ms. Tatyana Shakirova

Environmental Education Manager

Regiond Environmenta Centre for Centrd Asa
(CAREC)

40 Orbita- 1

480043 Almaty

Fax: 7 3272 705337

E-mal: tshakirova@carec.kz

Tel: 73272 292 619

Netherlands Water Convention

Mr. Card de Villeneuve

Policy Coordinator

Ministry of Trangport, Public Works and Water
Management

P.O. Box 20906

NL-2500 EX The Hague

Fax: 31703519078

E-mal: c.h.v.avilleneuve@dgw.minvenw.n
Tel: 31703519034

Netherlands Committeeon
Environmenta Policy

Mr. Hugo von Meijenfeldt

Director, Minigtry of the Environment
Rijnstraat 8, P. O. Box 30945, IPC 670
NL-2500 GX, The Hague

Fax: +31 70 339 1336

E-mail: hugo.vonmeijenfddt@minvrom.nl
Tel: + 3170 339 4302

Norway Aarhus Convention

Ms. Mona Aarhus
Minigry of the Environment
P. O. Box 8100

Dep 0030 Odo

Fax: 47 22 249 563
E-mail: maa@md.dep.no
Tel: 47 22 245 835

Norway Air Convention

Mr. Harald Dovland
Minigry of the Environment
P. O. Box 8013 Dep
N-0030 Odo

Fax: 47 22 242755
E-mail: hdo@md.dep.no
Td: 47 22 245995
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Poland

Aarhus Convention

Mr. Jerzy Jendroska

Adviser to the Environment Minister
Director, Environmenta Law Center
ul. Uniwersytecka 1

Wroclaw 50-951

Fax: 48713410197

E-mal: jerzy.jendroska@eko.wroc.pl
Tel: 48713410234

Poland

Ms. Anna Krupa

Specidist

Minigry of the Environment
Wawelska 52/54 Str

00 922 Warsaw

Fax: 48 22 579 2217

E-mail: anna.parol @mos.gov.pl
Tel: 48 22 579 2658

Russan
Federation

Committeeon
Environmenta Policy

Mr. Sergey Tveritinov

Director of the Department
Ministry of Naturd Resources

4/6 B. Gruzinskaya dir.,

Moscow 123995

Fax: +7 095 254 8283; 943 0013
E-mal: tveritinov@mnr.gov.ru
Tel: +7 095 254 2733

Sweden

Committee on
Environmenta Policy

Mr. Jon Kahn

Director, Minigtry of the Environment

SE 10333 Stockholm

Fax: 468 103 807

E-mail: jon.kahn@environment.ministry.se
Tel: 468 405 2128

Switzerland

Air Convention

Mr. Richard Bdlaman

Swiss Agency for the Environment, Forests and
Landscape

CH-3003 Bern

Fax: 41-31 324 0137

E-mail: richard.bdlaman@buwad.admin.ch

Td: 41-31 322 6496
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Switzerland Indugtrid Accidents Mr. Ernst Berger
Head Section Safety of Ingtdlations
Swiss Agency for the Environment, Forests and
Landscape
CH — 3003 Bern
Fax: 4131 323 0369
E-mail: ernst.berger@buwa .admin.ch
Tel: 4131 322 6971
Theformer Committee on Mr. Metodija Dimovski
Yugodav Environmentd Policy Head of the European Integration Department,
Republic of Minigry of the Environment and Physical Planning
Macedonia Drezdendska 52

MK -1000 Skopje

Fax: 389 2 3066 931

E-mail: m.dimovski @moepp.gov.mk
Tel: 389 2 3066 930 ext. 132

United Kingdom

Mr. Roger Gebbels

Head of Unit

Environmental Assessment, Transport and Works
Act, Management and Finances Research
Programme

4/D2 Eland House

Bressenden Place

London SW 1E 5DU

Fax: 44 0 20 7944 3899

E-mail: roger.gebbe s@odpm.gs.gov.uk
Te: 44 0 20 7944 3903

United Statesof | Committee on
America Environmenta Policy

Ms. Lynette Poulton Kamakura

Science Officer, Permanent Mission of the United
States of Americato the United Nations Office at
Geneva

1292 Chambesy, Switzerland

Fax: 41 (0)22 749 4883

E-mail: poultonlj@<tate.gov

Td: 41 (0)22 749 4309

CONSULTANT

Mr. Branko Bosnjakovic

Consultant

Chéteau de Tannay

CH-1295 Tannay, Switzerland

Fax: 4122 776 9412

E-mail: branko.bosnjakovic@bluewin.ch
Tel: 4122 776 9416



