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Reduction of military budgets
The General Assembly,

Deeply _concerned about the ever-spiralling arms race and growing military
expenditures, which conuatitute a heavy burden for the economies of all nations and
have extremely harmful nffects on world peace and security,

Reaffirming once fgain the provisions of paragraph 59 of the Final Document of
the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly, 1/ the first special session
devoted to disarmament, according to which the gradual reduction of military
budgets on a mutually agreed basis, for example, in absolute figurcs or in terms of
percentage, particularly by nuclear-weapon States and other militarily significant
bStates, would contribute to curbing tha arms race and wculd increase the
pcssibiiities for the reallocation of resources now being used for military
purposes to economic and social development, particu’arly for the benefit of the
developing ccuntries,

Convinced that the freezing and reduction of military budgets would have

favourzblae consequences on the world economic¢ and financial situation and might
facilitate efforts made to increase international assistance for the developing
countries,

bd Reissued for technical reasons.

1/ Resolution S-10/2.
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Recalling that, at its twelfth special session, the second special session
devoted to disarmament, all Member States unanimously and categorically reaffirmed
the validity of the Final D zument of the Tenth Special Session, as well as their
solemn commitment to it, 2/

Recalling aigo that in the Declaration of the 1980s as the Second United
Nations Disarmament Decade, it is provided that during this period renewed efforts
should be made to reach agreement on the reduction of military expenditures and the
reallocation of resources thus saved to economic and social development, especially
for the benefit of developing countries, 3/

Recalling further the provisions of its relevant resolutions, in which it
considered that a new impetus should be given to the endeavours to achieve
agreements to freeze, reduce or otherwise restrain, in a balanced manner, military
expenditures, including adequate measures of verification satisfactory to all
parties concerned,

Aware of the various proposals submitted by Member States and of the
activities carried out so far within the framework of the United Nations in the
field of the reduction of military budgets,

Considering that the identification and elaboration of the principles that
should govern further actions of States in freezing and reducing military budgets
and the other current activities within the framework of the United Nations related
to the question of the reduction of military budgets should be regarded as having
the fundamental objective of reaching international agreements on the reduction of
military expenditures,

Noting that the Disarmament Commission, at its 1988 substantive session,
agreed upon the above-mentioned principles except cne outstanding paragraph on
which it was generally felt that further consideration was needed,

1. Declares again its conviction that it is possible to achieve
international agreemeats on the reduction of military budgets without prejudice to
the right of all States to undiminisheA security, self-defence and sovereignty;

2. Appeals to all States, in particular to the most heavily armed States,
pending the conclusion of agreements on the reduction of military expenditures, to
exercise self-restraint in their military expenditures with a view to reall-cating
the funds thus saved to economic and social development, particularly for the
benefit of developing countries;

2/ Qfficial Records of the General Assembly, Twelfth Special Eession,
annexos, agenda items 9 to 13, document A/S-12/32, para. 62.

3/ See resolution 35/46, annex, para. 15.
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3. Reaffirms that the human and material resources released through the
reduction of military expenditures could be reallocated for economic and sccial
development, particularly for the benefit of the developing countries;

4, Reguests the Disarmamern: Commission to continue consideration of the item
entitled "Reduction of military budgets" and, in this context, to conclude, at its
1989 substantive session, taking into account the content of paragraph 7 as a
whole, its work on the last sentence of that outstanding paragraph of the
principles that should govern further actions of States in the field of freezing
and reduction of military budgets, and to submit its report and recommendations to
the General Assembly not later than at its forty-fourth session;

5. Draws anew the attention of Member States to the fact that the
identification and elaboration of the principles that should govern further actions
of States in freezing and reducing military budgets could contribute to harmonizing
the views of States and creating confidence among them conducive to achieving
international agreements on the reduction of military budgets;

6. Urges all Member States, in particular the most heavily armed States, to
reinforce their readiness to co-operate in a constructive manner with a view to

reaching agreements to freeze, reduce or otherwise restrain military expenditures:

7. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its forty-fourth session
the item entitled "Reduction of military budgets".




