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General debate (continued)

1. The PRESIDENT (interpretation/rom Spanish): The
Assembly will hear an address by Commander-in-Chief
Samuel K. Doe, head of State and Chairman of the Peo
ple's Redemption Council of the Republic of Liberia. On
behalf of the General Assembly, I have the honour to
welcome him to the United Nations and to invite him to
address the Assembly.
2. Mr. DOE (Liberia): We live in a world of constant
transformation, where even the ideals that motivate man
kind have been rapidly changing. Yet those visions of
national identity, freedom, justice and equality and the
aspiration to a better standard of living tend more and
more to dominate the human horizon.
3. My own country, the Republic of Liberia, glewout
of these compelling human hopes and aspirations. How
ever, the expression of these aspirations has become
increasingly frustrated over the years. Thus it was not by
accident that, three years ago, the enlisted men and
women of the armed forces of Liberia ushered in our
popular revolution. Our primary objective has been the
building of a new society based on justice, equality, free
dom and equal opportunity for all of our citizens.
4. We note that the historical antagonism between the
settlers and indigenous elements manifested itself at the
onset of the revolution. However, we have always kept
in focus the need to narrow the economic and social dis
parities within Liberian society and to promot~genuine
national unity.
5. Barely three years after coming to power we can
proudly boast of having no political prisoners in our
country. We have endeavoured to pursue !:onscientiously
a policy which guards against the abuse of human rights.
6. We now stand proudly at the dawn of a national
rebirth, as we have moved steadily ahead in our consti
tutional process for a return of the country to civilian
rule in 1985.
7. Looking forward to a new era of confidence and
accommodation at home, I appear before the Assembly
today as the frrst indigenous head of State of the Repub
lic of Liberia, a country which has stood for over a cen
tury as the symbol of Africa's invincible soul and the
flame of Africa's resurgence.
8. We have come with pride to speak not of conflict
but of reconciliation; not of division, but of unity; not
of hatred but of love; not of war but of peace; not of
action based on self-interest but of genuine co-operation
based on a vision of global development.
9. Our presence here is a reflection of our profound
sense of the historical significance of Liberia's role in
world affairs. For in the span of time since we assumed
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power, we have experienced dramatic civil stress and eco
nomic frustrations, yet we have realized tremendous
national success.
10. Our people have made significant advances from
the grip of servitude on to frontiers of dignity, from the
deep paths of exploitation on to the councils of human
upliftment. However, we do not see this new emergence
only as the attainment ofan inheritance long denied; we
see it also as a challenge to rekindle that vision which
united the various elements of the Liberian population
over 130 years ago. All of our people have, therefore,
been propelled to rise from a state of slumber to make
a truly unique Liberian contribution to international
peace and understanding in a troubled world. There is
a new momentum of activity within our embrace, born
of uncertainties but crowned with opportunities. We shall
strive for unity at home, solidarity in Africa and peace
throughout the world.
11. It is with pleasure, therefore, that we extend a hearty
welcome to the State of Saint Christopher and Ne"is,
which has been admitted to the Organization as the 158th
Member.
12. We wish to express to Mr. Jorge IIlueca, a distin
guished son of Panama, sincere congratulations on his
election to the presidency of the A..ssembly. His outstand
ing ability and his vast experi.ence as a diplomat and
statesman assure us that under his leadership the Assem
bly will face up to the great chaUenge of pi.'ornoting peace
and protecting the welfare of mankind everywhere.

13. We wish to record a well-deserved tribute also to
bis outstanding predecQsor, who presided with such wis
dom over the thirty-seventh session of the General Assem
bly. His performance won for him the great approbation
and esteem of all.
14. At the same time, we express commendation to the
Secretary-General for the very effective and conscientious
manner in which he has performed his duties since his
election. We urge that he be given all necessary support
in his efforts to reorganize and strengthen our cherished
Organization. Let me reaffmn the continued support and
co-operation of the Government of Liberia as he per
forms his duties.
15. The search for peace, the most important mission
of this great Organization, remains a major preoccupa
tion of mankind. Yet, reflecting upon events of the recent
past, we must mrixe the sad admission that peace con
tinues to elude us. Violence and terrorism, undeclared war
and rumours of war, social injustices and fanatic actions
undermine the restraint and moderation which should
characterize contemporary international relations.
16. The shooting down of an unarmed Korean commer
cial aircraft by the So'liet Union, killing all 269 passen
gers and crew members, is a cruel act against humanity.
It is in contravention of established and accepted rules
of international law and civil aviation regulations. Such
action reflects a sad spectre of the dangerous extent to
which order and harmony in inter-State relations have
eroded.
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17. Our world map is checkered with flashpoints and Israel. The two countries have, further, established dip-
areas of tension. lomatic relations and have exchanged ambassadors. Thus,
18. In Africa, Chadians are locked in a bitter civil war, we believe that a policy of the continued isolation of Israel
aided by those bent on subverting the sovereignty of that is no longer useful in the search for peace in the Middle
African State. East.'
19. In southern Africa, the diabolical system of apart- 29. We are convinced that it is now time to start a new
heid still survives, while the national independence of momentum for peace in that region.
Namibia is being delayed by South Africa's intransigence. 30. Thus, during our visit to the State of Israel last
20. In the Middle East, hopes for the reconstruction of month, we told our hosts of the need for a decisive move
Lebanon and the full restoration of Lebanese sovereignty towards mutual recognition on the part of Israel and the
are being frustrated by the renewed intensification of Palestine Liberation Organization [PLO]. We also ex-
fighting, principally among the Lebanese themselves. This pressed the conviction that, in order to achieve a lasting
situation poses a dangerous threat to world peace and and comprehensive settlement of the Middle East prob-
stability. We are therefore pleased by the news of the lem, the terms of Security Council resolutions 242 (1967)
cease-fire just announced in Lebanon. We congratulate and 338 (1973) must be fully implemented. If genuine

I President Gemayel, the Lebanese people, the Saudis, and peace is to be achieved in the Middle East, we believe that
1 all other parties concerned on this development. We hope due recognition must be given to the rights of the Pales-
1 it will be the beginning of permanent peace in that war- tinian people, including their right to a State of their own.
,I tom country. 31. We live in a rapidly changing world. We therefore

i-I 21. Nevertheless, the Iran-Iraq war continues, now in cannot and must not take refuge in the buried past. With
; i its third year. Already, untold numbers of men, women new expressions of modem anxieties, we cannot and mustI and children have perished, and billions of dollars' worth not take comfort in a complacent present. We must not

, of property have been lost in that senseless and protracted allow ourselves to be held to ransom by hatred, mistrust
! conflict. and suspicion. Let us keep our perspective towards the
i building of a more dynamic future, responsive to living

j 22. In Asia, the people of Afghanistan continue to wage realities, not hopeless illusions. It must be a future which
1 :1 ~ valirt struggle for their freedom and independence is more realistic, with positive responses, not threaten-
!{ romAlOreign domination. ing consequences.
'j 23. so, a just and lasting political settlement has not 32. It is encouraging to note from recent reports that
f j been found to the problem of Kampuchea, and the sov- there are positive signs of a recovery by the industrial
1'; ereignty, independence and non-aligned status of that economies. However, we reject the notion that such a
!A country remain compromised by the presence of foreign recovery, by itself, can lead the world economy out of the
: I troops. present crisis. We are convinced that the problems of the
!'1 24. In Latin America, the situations in El Salvador and present world economic system are structural in nature
i j Nicaragua continue to undermine peace and stability in and require determined and concerted global solutions.
f.J that region. 33. It was in this connection that my Government
Ij 25. These developments point to a disquieting trend in expressed dismay at the less than satisfactory outcome
1"1 international relations. If unchecked, they could lead of the sixth session of the United Nations Conference on
1:1 towards a global disaster with the potential of causing Trade and Development which convened at Belgrade in
III greater horrors and sufferings for mankind. June this year.
1,1 26. We must realize that terror and intransigence are 34. Therefore, in the spirit of the Declaration adopted
i :1 inimical to productive interdependence; we must utilize by the Seventh Conference of Heads of State or Govern-
ill our precious and limited resources for the good of man- ment of Non-Aligned Countries, held at New Delhi ini ,! kind, rather than for the promotion of conflict and March 1983 [see A/38/132 and Corr.1 and 2], and the
!1 violence. Buenos Aires Platform of the Group of 77,1 we urge the
i.~1 27. The voice of Liberia, the oldest independent Afri- Assembly to take the necessary action for the launching
i .) can Republic, singularly rang out for many years, from of the global round of negotiations.
; J these very halls, pleading for freedom and liberation for 35. Meanwhile, we insist on the adoption of a pro-
I, '.1 Africans and all peoples still under colonial domination. gramme of immediate measures in areas of critical impor-
. { We therefore feel it incumbent upon us to call again on tance to the developing countries, including finance,iil the international community to give every support to the trade, raw materials, energy and food, in order to stimu-
:.1 freedom fighters of the South West Africa People's late economic growth in those countries. At the same
1;1 Organization [SWAPO] and to speed up the implementa- time, we urge the continued intensification of efforts for
t ..;1 tion of Security Council resolution 435 (1978) for the South-South co-operation within the framework of col-
I ,~l independence of Namibia. lective self-reliance.l' 28. With respect to the Middle East, my Government 36. In this increasingly interdependent .world, the eco-
I '. '. recently took the decision to resume diplomatic relations nomic development and political stability of developed
Ir with the State of Israel, at the ambassadorial level. In and developing countries have become inter-linked.
liJ 1973, Liberia felt obliged to join other member States of Development requires an atmosphere of peace, but peace
i'fi the Organization ofAfrican Unity [OAU] in severing rela cannot be maintained for long when there is a widening
!~ t· . h I I· lid' . h - gap between an affluent ~ew and a vast maJ·on·ty that sur-I ~~ Ions Wit srae , In so anty Wit Egypt, a member of
i .W the OAU whose territory had been forcibly occupied by vives on the edge of poverty and deprivation. Thus we
i .~ Israel. That decision was taken because of our strong cannot over-emphasize the urgent need to halt the arms
; .~ opposition to the acquisition of territory by force of arms race and divert needed resources to constructive use for
I rl and in consideration of our role as a member of the OAU. the betterment of mankind.
\~ We ~elieve. that the conditionJ~r a continued. break in 37. W.hen we assumed power, the Liberian economy\I r~latio~ With Israel no longer eXIsts. Th~ occuple~ Egyp- was)nshambles. We inherited a staggering debt burden
I~ t~an !emtory has been restored to Egyptian soverelgnty- where funds borrowed were invested largely in unproduc-
\lj slgmficantly, through negotiations between Egy..,t and tive and prestigious projects. Also, many of the loans
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were obtained on short-term commercial arrangements. duty of each of us, its Member States, to ensure that the
In addition, there has been a coHapse of demand in world United Nations system works.
markets for Liberia's principal export products, while the 44. In this connection, we wish to express our concern
country has also experienced a flight of capital. With over the manner in which the veto is used by the big
overall stagnation, a decline in economic activity, criti- Powers in the Security Council. The exercise of the veto
cally rising unemployment, decreasing revenue and an was intended to provide a system of checks and balances
increasing fuel import bill, the country lacks the means and to preserve the integrity of the Organization. How-
to pay for essential imports of food and other commodl- ever, it has often been misused by the major Powers to
ties. Moreover, the country has very little infrastructure, enhance their own self-interest. This situation tends to
inadequate housing, a poor health delivery system and prevent the vast majority of Member States from effec-
a very high illiteracy rate. It is against that background tively participating in the decision-making process of that
that we have appealed to the international community for important organ of the United Nations. It seems to reduce
urgently needed assistance. the rest of us in the world body to the status of mere
38. We wish, on behalf of the People's Redemption observers, with only a voice but no vote. We therefore
Council, the Government and people of the Republic of call for an urgent review of the veto power and a refor-
Liberia, to express deep appreciation to all those Mem- mation of the decision-making process in the Security
ber States of this world body that have responded posi- Council.
tively to our appeal. We should also like to thank the 45. Liberia will continue to pursue a foreign policy
World Bank, UNDP and all international organizations designed to foster international peace and goodwill. We
and institutions for their assistance. For our part, we have shall not relent in our support of the drive to put the
felt that the recovery of our economy and the develop- scarce resources of the world to positive and construc-
ment of our country are first and foremost the responsi- tive use and harness its energies, through unity and recon-
bility of every Liberian. We view external assistance only ciliation among people, through acc,ommodation and
as a means to supplement our own efforts. Thus, we have co-operation among nations, through the practice of love
instituted drastic cost-saving and revenue-generating and the pursuit of peace, for the building of a more
measures. In spite of those measures, the economic situ- prosperous and just world order.
ation of Liberia remains critical. 46. Let us, at this session, take a step in this direction
39. In recognition of the magnitude of our economic by producing decisions and resolutions that will be geared
problem, the General Assembly, at its thirty-sixth session, towards roiling back the ever-expanding wasteland of
adopted resolution 361207 requesting the Secretary- poverty, misery and deprivation in our world.
General, among other things, to dispatch an inter-agency 47. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish):
mission to Liberia. The mission was sent in March 1982 On behalf of the C~neralAssembly, I wish to thank the
and produced a report describing Liberia's immediate head of State and Chairman of the People's Redemption
needs for financial assistance.2 It also emphasized the crit- Council of the Republic of Liberia for the important
ical requirements for rehabilitating and consolidating the statement he has just made.
Liberian economy and strengthening its infrastructure. 48. Mr. AGUIRRE LANARI (Argentina) (interpreta-
40. At its thirty-seventh session the General Assembly, tion from Spanish): Mr. President, first of all I should
on the basis of the report, adopted a follow-up resolu- like to congratulate you upon your election to your high
tion [37/149] calling for the convening of a roundtable office at the present session of the General Assembly. I
conference ofdonors for Liberia. The conference is sched- am sure that your contribution as President will be inval-
uled to take place from 24 to 27 October 1983 at Geneva, uable in ensuring our success in carrying out the tasks
under the auspices of UNDP. A document for partici- entrusted to us, especially in upholding the purposes and
pants in the conference has been prepared by UNDP in principles of the Charter of the United Nations, which
collaboration with the Liberian Government. It indicates you have yourself so often defended in your capacity as
that over the next three financial years, total aid disburse- a representative of your country in this forum and in the
ment requirements will amount to $975 million. Of that Security Council.
amount, $356 million will be needed for direct balance 49. Furthermore, my country wishes to congratulate,
of payments support. The rest will go towards public through you, the friendly sister nation of Panama, with
investment and technical assistance to stimulate renewed which it is linked by a close and fruitful relationship based
economic activity. upon historical, cultural and political ties that indicate
41. We express our deep gratitude to the Secretary- a joint Latin American destiny of sovereignty, develop-

ment, justice and peace.
General, the Under-Secretary-General for Special Polit-
ical Questions, the Administrator of the United Nations SO. Nor can I fail at this time to take note of the out-
Development Programme and the members of the inter- standing performance of the Deputy Minister for Foreign
agency mission, who have contributed to the organiza- Affairs of Hungary, Mr. Imre Hollai, and say how much
tion of this conference. We also extend appreciation to we value the ability and efficiency with which he dis-
all friendly Governments, donor agencies and institutions charged his delicate task. \
for their assistance in this undertaking. 5

f
l. ghTOd~Yh the !,or!d. is .confhrronted WId·t.h a si~uation jl:,
rau t WIt grOWIng Injustice, t eats an msecunty that .

42. We now extend a sincere invitation and indeed can only be the harbinger of new conflicts at the expense i j

appeal to members of the international community fully of the peace and the development of the peoples. ~. !
to participate in the conference and help us arrest the ~. (
downward trend in the Liberian economy. 52. Tt.e Argentine nation is convinced that the attain- It !

ment of universal peace and justice will be possible only j' i

43. I could not conclude this intervention without reaf- if a democratic system of international relations is estab- ~ i
firmaJ.ingfmYh couu~tryd'sNcoJ!lmitmAent t~ thedPrinciples and l~shed. This can be achieved only through the elimina- '1,::1
go :5 0 t e mte atlons. s a loun ing Member, tlon ofsuper-Power confrontation, the abandonment of ," :
Liberia remains convinced of the soundness of its guiding aggressive and expansionist policies, the eradication of lE !

. principles and ideals. Whatever its weaknesses, we believe the apartheid regime and any other regime of discrimi- H
, it is our best hope for world peace and security. It is the nation based on race, creed or religion, and the final ~
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elimination of colonialism, neo-colonialism and any other used nuclear-powered submarines in warfare within the
form of foreign domination. zone established by the Treaty of Tlatelolco.3 Both cases
53. The world cannot be regarded solely and exclusively constitute unprecedented and extremely serious acts that
as a stage 'on which East and West engage in a perma- must be noted by the relevant organs of the United
nent conflict of ideological, political and military power. Nations because they call into question the very essence
This would be to ignore the unjust system of relations of the concept of nuclear-free zones. As a result of the
be~eendeveloped and developing countries. This North- painful lessons learnt since last year it is imperative to
South dimension is so serious that it demands special create mechanisms to verify the fulfilment of the com-
attention on the part of the great Powers which would mitments undertaken by the nuclear Powers.
make possible the establishment of a genuine dialogue 62. I am aware that I am not the first to draw attention
and exchange that would benefit the whole international here to the crisis in international economic relations or
community. to emphasize that the developing countries are paying the
54. Furthermore, within the present structure of power highest price. But I cannot fail to emphasize that in spite
relations in the world it is the developing countries that of the efforts of these countries-A.rgentina among them

f~ h d ffi nl f I I' . hi -to ensure the establishm~ntof more just economic and
su ler tea verse e ects not 0 y 0 a c ear y meqwta e political relations guaranteeing for them more equitable
international economic order but also of th~ military
adventurism of extra-regional Powers, the plundering of participation in the international sphere, some industri-

f h . . h fi' I" f h . alized nations are determined to prevent this. Thus there
parts 0 t eir temto.ry, t e orelgn exp O1tatlon 0 t err has b~en a resurgence of protectionism in the large deci-
natural resource.~, the establishment of Dll'litary bases

sion-making centres and discriminatory and selective poli-
upon their soil and the maintenance of anachronistic cies have been established, on the pretext that they are
colonial situations. based on a concept of "graduation", which create arbi-
55. What are the obstacles that must be overcome in trary and damaging differences for developing countries.
order to bring about the necessary changes in present Moreover, the emphasis on bilateralism in international
world circumstances? economic relations has seriously eroded the multilateral
56. In the sphere of disarmament, for example, the framework of co-operation.
international community must face up to a truly dire situ- 63. And, as if ail of this were not discouraging enough,
ation. It is paradoxical that when public opinion most we continue to perceive a tendency on the part of certain
energetically expresses its growing concern at the threat developed countries to use economic measures for politi-
of a potential nuclear conflict, when the leaders of the cal purposes, pressuring peripheral countries to make
major Powers publicize their apparent interest in reach- themselves subordinate in the exercise of their sovereign
ing and desire to reach agreements on disarmament and rights. My own country has been subjected to such unjust
when there is a IDliversal consensus that this is a funda- practices in the recent past.
mental and pressing problem, the activities in the field 64. At the regional level, there was an understanding
of disarmament have yet to yield tangible results. within the Latin American framework from the start-
S7. As we know, Geneva is the theatre of bilateral and which was ratified by decisions of the Council of the Latin
multilateral disarmament negotiations, particularly in the American Economic System-that the vulnerability of
area of nuclear di3armament. Obviously these negotia- Latin America in the face of concerted pressure from the
tions are making no headway, and the efforts of the Com- developed world had to be diminished. It was submitted
mittee on Disarmament are out of all proportion to the that all nations have the sovereign right to follow their
scant results obtained. own path in the economic, social and political spheres
58. Unfortunately the present situation and trends do in peace and freedom, free from external pressure, aggres-
not encourage us to hope for a brighter future. Nuclear sion and threats, and free from embargoes, blockades and
arsenals are increased and improved day by day, so that any other coercive measures imposed illegally and arbi-
the possible use of nuclear weapons poses the clear danger trarily. That is why Argentina has enthusiastically sup-
that any conflict could turn into a catastrophe that would ported the important initiative of the President of Ecua-
spare no one. dor, Mr. Osvaldo Hurtado Larrea, aimed at mobilizing

the energy and resources of the Latin Anteric~countries
59. Moreover, not only are nuclear armaments being and recently ratified in the Santo Domingo commitment.
shipped without any restriction throughout the world;
they are also being introduced into legally prohibited geo- 65. In order to face up to this profound international
graphical zones, thus posing an unjustifiable threat and economic and financial crisis we need fundamental solu-
creating an atmosphere of insecurity that affects, frrst and tions and the joint elaboration of principles and instru-
foremost, those countries that do not belong to the major ments for a new order in international economic relations.
military alliances. Along these lines, the developing world, represented

by the 125 States members of the Group of 77, drafted
60. Until very recently Latin America felt secure under what is called the Buenos Aires Platform 1 at the Fifth
the protection of a nuclear-weapon-free zone, but it can Ministerial Meeting of the Group, held this year in my
no longer feel free ofsuspicion since in 1982 the United country. That platform stressed the urgency of adopting,
Kingdom, in violation of its commitments, introduced at the sixth session of the United Nations Conference on
nuclear armaments into the region of the Malvinas, South Trade and Development, a programme of concerted and
Georgia and South Sandwich Islands, thus creating an sustained economic reactivation and promotion of the
alarming and dangerous situation. accelerated development of the countries of the Group.
61. In this connection it is especially significant that at Unfortunately, the industrialized nations preferred to
the eighth General Conference of the Agency for the take more rigid and opposing positions, and no satisfac-
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America, which tory conclusions were reached at the sixth session of the
was held in Jamaica last May, the introduction of Brit- Conference. Neverthelr.:ss, the solidarity of the Group of
ish nuclear weapons into the zpne and areas surround- 77 was.strengthened at Belgrade, and during this session
ing the Malvinas, South Georgia and Soqth Sandwich of the A~semblythe Group's members must act accord-
Islands was again denounr,ed. Moreover, that Conference ingly in order te fact~ in a co-ordinated manner the acute

l·~ expressed its concern at the fact that the United Kingdom international crisifl. In this regard, the presence and
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remarks of the Prime Minister of India, Mrs. Indira of all the States and peoples of the region. We reiterate
Gandhi, who carries on with great dignity the far-seeing today that such a solution demands the acknowledgement
efforts of her illustrious father, Jawaharlal Nehru, will of the inalienable right of the Palestinian people to
be of paramount importance in this forum, for, as chair- national self-determL,ation and independence and to the
man of the Movement of the Non-Aligned Countries, she establishment of their own sovereign State. Moreover,
will voice the message of a majority of States which have it requires the acknowledgement of the right of all the
a will to negotiate and which a'ipire to a world of justice States of the region, including Israel, to exist and to live
and peace. in peace within secure and internationally recognized
66. The most obvious consequence of the exceptional boundaries; withdrawal by Israel from all the Arab and
situation affecting Latin American countries is their high Palestinian territories occupied since 1967, including the
external debt and the heavy burden ofservicing that debt. Golan Heights; and the recognition of a special regime
We have constantly shown our willingness to make the for the Holy City of Jerusalem, pursuant to General
sacrifices necessary to fulfill our obligations and to avoid Assembly resolution 303 (IV). We thus reaffirm the need
moratoriums. But all the efforts being made to aggra- for a peaceful negotiated solution, with the participation
vate the already very onerous process of adjustment that of all interested parties, in accordance with the relevant
has been carried out so far could strain the political and resolutions of the General Assembly.
social tolerance ofour peoples, which could b..ave the most 73. Argentina has already condemned the violations of
serious and unpredictable consequences. the fundamental principles af international coexist~nce
67. I wish also to state here the position of my country of which Lebanon has been a victim. My country has
regarding some of the most serious current international strong and long-standing links with that noble and suffer-
conflicts. As a Latin American country, Argentina has ing nation. Today I wish to stress as vigorously as before
a serious fraternal concern regarding the critical situation that the attainment of peace in Lebanon is one of the
in Central America, which is characterized especially by elements of security and stabmty in the Middle East and
politic~destabilization, violence, the constant threat of that the independence, territorial integrity and sovereignty
armed conflict among sister nations, and foreign inter- of Lebanon must be strictly respected. I wish therefore
vention. In the face of this situation, my country onc~ to express today my Government's satisfaction at the
again reiterates its unchangeable position of fun respect auspicious announcement t'lf a cease-fire between Syria
for the fundamental principle of non-intervention. It and Lebanon, achieved with the mediation of Saudi
is that spirit that has ~rom the beginning inspired my Arabia. We hope that this '\\ill be the ~rst step leading
country's firm support for the Contadora declaration fmally to peace in the region.
[A/38/fi8), signed by Colombia, Mexico, Panama and 74. The situation in southern Africa is also one of seri-
Venezuela, and for the eanenn Declaration on Peice in ous concern for the Argentine people and Government.
Central America, of July last [A/38/303), which resulted My country, supporting the struggle of Africa against
in the encouragement of negotiations and contacts at the colonialism and racism, has repeatedly condemned the

ling highest level on the part of the parties directly invoived intransigence of South Africa and its aggressions against
1- in the conflict. neighbouring States, in particular against Lesotho,
atin 68. At the same time, the Argentine Republic wishes to Mozambique and Angola, part of whose territory is still
r of make clear its conviction that the crisis in Central America under South African military occupation. We are also
the is the result of many complex causes, such as anachro- convinced that international action on Pretoria must be
tted nistic political, social and economic situations which have accompanied by practical measures by the Security Coun-
neir eliminated justice as the guiding principle of social orga- cil to eliminate the whole regime of racial discrimination
eres nization, persistent violations of the principle of non- and achieve genuine independence for Namibia.
res- intervention in the internal affairs of other States, and 75. In this context I wish to reiterate the importance
and wrangling within the struggle for world power. of the Latin American Reaional Conference for Actionrbi- CA

69. My country, therefore, is especially interested in against Apartheid, held at Caracas this month, wJ.iose
iUP- fmding speedy and just solutions to save Latin American declarat!on [see A/38/451) has been fully i;l1dorsed by my
:~a- nations from these tragic problems. Similarly, we hope Government.
~g that Latin America and the Caribbean will not be dragged
:nes into a struggle for political and strategic objectives that 76. Similarly, my country took part in the International
ent. are not in accordance with the genuine interests of their Conference in Support for the Struggle of the Namibian
mal peoples. People for Independence, held in Paris in April, whose
olu- Declaration and Programme of Action4 we wholeheart-
tru- 70. When speaking of our continent ! cannot fail to edIy supported.

mention the historic meeting of reunion between Spain
ons. and Latl·n AmerI·ca which took place I·n the presence 77. We wish to express again our backing for the inde-
Ited pendence plan for Namibia approved by the Securityf d of King Juan Carlos during this year's celebration at
te Caracas of the bicentenary of the birth of the Liberator, Council in its resolution 435 (1978), for it is the only way

Uth Sim6n Bolfvar, whose ideals of liberty and integration for the Namibian people, through its legitimate represen-
my for our peoples we most strongly sustain. tatives recognized by the General Assembly, truly to exer- i

ing, cise their right to national self-determination and '
eon 71. We are also deeply concerned about the attitudes independence, with full respect for the territorial integ- I\
and of governments which persist in implementing policies rity of Namibia, including Walvis Bay and the offshor~ ' I

, the that run counter to the Charter of the United Nations islands. In the same context, any internal settlement 0: t\
>up. and to the resolutions of the General Assembly and the other cmlStitutional plan that South Africa may wish to ~ I
1 to Security Council. impose upon Namibia to perpetuate its colonial domina- Ir1

ifac- 72. My country attended the recent International Con- tion must be rejected. We further reaffIrm that the ~tl
tthe ference on the Question of Palestine, held at Geneva, with independence of this Territory cannot be subject to the ~ l
p of the firm objective of helping to achieve a just and equi- fulfilment of t ;:w preconditions. The Argentine Republic ~ j

sion table settlement of that problem. Our presence attested fully agrees w;:,. "he statement of the Secretary-General, _f,:.'.1.,

ord- to our conviction that it is possible to find a just and in his further l"'i'Ort5 presented in accordance with Secu- ,
cute peaceful solution which takes into account the interests rity Council resolution 532 (1983), that no real progress [i!"1

~ j'l,'I
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can be made until a precise date is set for the implemen
tation of resolution 435 (1978) and a cease-fire enters into
effect.
78. I must also take this opportunity to recall that
Argentina supports the General Assembly's call to lraq
and Iran to put an end to their prolonged and tragic war.
79. Furthermore, we wish once again to declare our
support for and solidarity with the people and Govern
ment of Cyprus in their search for a just and equitable
solution that respects the independence, sovereignty,
territorial integrity, unity and non-alignment of that
country, pursuant to the relevant General Assembly
resolutions. In this respect we also continue to support
the efforts of the Secretary-General.
80. I cannot remain silent about the tragic fate of the
South Korean commercial' aircraft which brought about
the irreparable loss of 269 human lives. This deplorable
event has deeply shocked the conscience of the Argen
tine nation, which finds this yet another reason why it
is imperative to create an atmosphere of global confidence
based on respect for the law and linked with the mainte
nan' of international peace and security, because this
is tt.<: only way to avoid the tragic and senseless loss of
innocent lives in the future.
81. In my statef'ilc;nt I have repeatedly touched upon
situations that aff",..:t peace and justice in the world, two
values without which no society can fully prosper. I have
a1::o briefly listed some of the most important interna
tionc1! conflicts, and now I must refer to the one that
vitally affects my own country.
82. There is no need to set forth again at this time
the legitimate title upon which Argentina bases its claim
over the MalvinPls, South Georgia and South Sandwich
Islands. It ha,,,, ~e'.m explained repeatedly at the United
Nations ot.'ld Ij,j,tn(;f international forums and has been
specifically rt.": "'gnized by Latin America and the Move
ment of Non-Aligned Countries. The latter has, ever since
the 1975 Declaration adopted at Lima, constantly and
unceasingly ~alled for the restitution of the Argentine
territories illegally occupied by the United Kingdom.
83. Furthermore, the General Assembly and the Special
Committee on decolonizati.,n have recognized the exist
ence of a sovereignty disput ebetween Argentina and the
United Kingdom and are convinced that the negotiation
process recommended by tte General Assembly itself is
the best way of settling tha', dispute and the other unre
solved questions bet\\'een the two countries. That is to
say, the internationai community, through the General
Assembly, has unequivocally decided .... nw those terri··
tories are to be decolonized.
84. For almost 17 years my country has unsuc~essfully

sought to obtain London's compliance with General
Assembly resolutions 2065 (XX), 3160 (XXVIII) and
31/49 and with the Assembly's four consensus decisions
on this matter. During this long period of time, the British
Government showed not only a lack ofpolitical will or
ability to solve the sovereignty dispute, but also an
incomprehensible lack of sensitivity in failing to appre
ciate the importance of this question for the Argentine
people.
85. Recent official British documents clearly reveal that
successive governments of the United K!ngdom had an
interest in delaying any diplomatic solution to the con
flict while the Argentine Government was made to believe
that bonafide negotiations were under way. This decep
tion was furthered by defects in the international system,
which does not provide for a truly effectivc; procedure
for the peaceful settlement of disputes brought about by
illegal and unjust situations, and the difficulties are

further aggravated when one of the parties has the right
of veto in the Security Council.

86. The attitude adopted by the United Kingdom, the
consequences of which we are all well aware of, not only
remains unchanged but is now accompanied by a dan
gerous policy of militarization of the territories usurped
from Argentina. This clearly dangerous policy includes
the establishment of a military base on the islands, the
illegal and arbitrary maintenance in Argentine jurisdic
tional waters of a zone excluding vessels and aircraft from
my country, and the repeated resort to provocative atti
tudes and statements against Argentina. It seems as if the
British Government is assuming that the United Kingdom
can prolong its colonial presence on our continent indef
initely. Nothing could be further from the truth. The
decolonization and recovery of the Malvinas, South
Georgia and South Sandwich Islands are a permanent and
priority objective of the Argentine people, whose legiti
mate rights and vital interests are seriously affected by
this colonial presence. Moreover, the restitution of the
islands to effective Argentine sovereignty is a common
cause for Latin America.

87. The British policy of military expansion in the South
Atlantic has been seriously and dangerously escalated by
the recent decision of the United Kingdom to establish
a strategic air base on the Malvinas Islands. According
to British sources, the cost of the installation Will exceed
$600 million, and more than a thousand workers will be,
employed on its construction. This is the approximate
population of the islands. South Africa will be used as
a base to provide support for this enterprise. Argentina
has already denounced to the Secretary-General, the Secu
rity Council and the General Assembly the danger which
the construction of this strategic air base implies for the
security of the Latin American region.

88. The United Kingdom has said in a note addressed
to the Secretary-General [A/38/577] that the aim of this
escalation is to defend the islands against a supposed
Argentine aggression. That is false, because my country
has indicated that there is at ces~ation of hostilities which
it respects, has respected and will continue to respect and
that it believes that negotiations are the appropriate
means for settling the soverei:gnty dispute,

89. Moreover, the featuTL'es of the strategic base show
the disproportion between the supposed Argentine threat
and the means used to counter it. Therefore, we must
infer that the true purpose of the United Kingdom, a
nuclear Power and a member of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization [NATO], is no less than the exten
sion of its global strategic interests to the South Atlantic.
These assumptions were fully confirmed by the British
Secretary of State for Defence, Mr. Michael Heseltine, at
a conference held under the auspices of the Center for'
Strategic Studies of Georgetown University in Washing
ton, D.C., on 14 September. As recently as that, this
senior British official stated, among other things, that the
Malvinas Islands were nO'c at present an objective of the
Soviet Union but that they would be in coming decades,
and then the strategic value to the West of constructing
the new airport on the islands would be clear. Perhaps
with the intention of reassuring his audience, the British
Defence Secretary added that the British commitment to
the islands would not prejudice the role of the United
Kingdom in NATO, because the expenditure of $600 mil
lion had been added to the normal defence budget, rather
than subtracted from the expenditures provided for the
allianci/Mr. Heseltine also pointed out that the victory
in the Malvinas had demonstrated the credibility of the
Atlantic alliance's power of dissuasion and that, as a
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putting an end to the illegal exclusion zone, the situation
would improve.
96. Argentina, responsibly and sincerely, calls upon the
Government of the United Kingdom to re-examine its
position, to comply with the relevant resolutions of the
Security Council and the General Assembly, and to
resume in good faith the negotiations to settle the sover
eignty dispute over the Malvinas. At the negotiating table,
with the invaluable assistance of the Secretary-General,
we shall be able to find imaginative solutions that will
satisfy both parties and the interests of the inhabitants
of the islands, thus ending a conflict that seriously affects
our two countries and the Latin American region, and
that, as I have already said, may have unforeseeable
consequences.
97. My Government also attaches great importance to
Antarctica, an item included in the agenda of this ses
sion. For reasons of sovereignty, geography and history,
my country is very closely Hnked to that continent.
98. As far back as 1904 Argentina established an astro
nomic and scientific observatory on the Orcadas Islands.
Since then a great number of scientific stations have given
evidence of our active presence in the area. In 1959 my
country was one of those which furthered and subscribed
to the Antarctic TreatY,6 and, within the framework of
its provisions, we have carried out a great many activities.
99. The achievements of that Treaty should be empha
sized here, since they have led to a genuine international
co-operation for the benefit of mankind and the promo
tion of the purposes and principles of the Charter of the
United Nations. By means of the Treaty the Antarctic
has been preserved as a zone of peace, where all military
measures and tests of any kind of weapons, including
nuclear ones, are prohibited. Scientific co-operation
and exchange of information have been promoted and
encouraged for the benefit of all States.
100. One fundamental concern of the parties to the
Treaty is the protection of the environment. This is
reflected in the Convention on the Conservation of Ant
arctic Marine Living Resources, which has been in force
since last year.
101. Bearing in mind the substantial contribution of the
Treaty to the international community, my country fmnIy
believes that any initiative by this Organization should
lead to the consolidation of its provisions and the main
tenance of a system that has proved effective.
102. We are also determined to fmd a solution to the
territorial dispute with the Republic of Chile in the south
ern zone, with the most valuable intervention of His
Holiness John Paul II as mediator. His advice will surely
lead us to a final settlement, acceptable of course to both
parties, which will put an end once and for all to the
dispute and consolidate the traditional links between the
two peoples.
103. In various international forums the Argentine
Government has announced its intention of bringing
about the full institutional normalization of our country
by a specific date. This process has begun and the polit
ical parties representing all political trends have been
reorganized. At the present time they are campaigning
actively, in complete freedom and with the full guar
antee of non-interference by the Government, for the
election on 30 October of all future national, provincial
and municipal authorities, ensuring the effective opera
tion of a republican, representative and federal system
of government.
104. In 35 days my Government's commitment wiII
be carried out definitively, showing how faithfully it

result of one of several conclusions drawn from the
Malvinas war, the British Government had decided to
improve its strategic capacity and air mobility to support
operations outside the geographical scope of that alliance.
90. What I have just highlighted clearly shows the seri
ousness of the situation and the dangerous effects of
transforming the South Atlantic into a new source of con
flict between East and West, which would do irreparable
damage to Latin America.
91. My country believes that it is the responsibility of
the Atlantic allies of the United Kingdom to dissuade that
country from the dangerous adventure it has embarked
upon and to dissociate themselves from it publicly, to
reassure th~ Latin American continent and all the nations
represented at the General Assembly.
92. Obviously, it is all the more urgent and necessary
that, with the help of the Secretary-General and in accord
ance with General Assembly resolution 37/9, Argentina
and the United Kingdom begin their negotiations as soon
as possible. Argentina has repeatedly declared its resolve
to negotiate. My country has publicly and officially
accepted General Assembly resolution 37/9 and has
offered the Secretary-General its full co-operation in the
renewed good offices mission entrusted to him by the
United Nations, but to this date this positive attitude has
not been echoed in the least by the British Governmentv
which has not only ignored the resolution but has at the
same time implemented a policy based solely upon force
and provocation.
93. No excuse can justify the refusal of the British
Government to comply with the fl¥i1damental obligation
that it has, as a Member of the United Nations and by
virtue of both the Charter and the General Assembly and
Security Council resolutions, to find a peaceful, nego
tiated settlement of its problems with Argentina and to
refrain from adopting provocative measures which con
tribute to increasing tension in the South Atlantic. The
British Government's obligation to co-operate actively in
achieving a peaceful settlement of this conflict is all the
greater because the United Kingdom is a permanent
member of the Security Council-that is, it is a country
with a special responsibility for the maintenance of
international peace and security. Therefore it comes as
no surprise that the British Government shouk: fail to
find arguments in reply to those who, like my Govern
ment and some responsible circles within the United
Kingdom itself, bring to its notice this serious violation
of its international. agreements and of the principles and
rules governing international coexistence.
94. The violation of the Charter by the United King
dom cannot be justified even by the alleged need for
Argentina to comply with formalities not required by
international law-much less so when, as is known, the
attitude adopted by my country in relation to the cessa
tion of armed hostilities has conformed with General
Assembly resolution 37/9 and the provisions of the Char
ter regarding the peaceful settlement of disput~s.

95. Furthermore, the 14 and a half months that have
elapsed since the cessation of hostilities confirm strict
compliance with the resolution and the Charter. How,
then, can one explain the British insistence on artificially
putting this already solved aspect of the 1982 crisis at the
heart of the problem? The only conclusion is that the only
real explanation is the intention not to negotiate and to
consolidate its illegal occupation by the establishment of
a military base on the islands, as part of a policy of
strategic expansion. Naturally, if the United Kingdom
were to comply with the Charter and with resolution 37/9,
refraining from implementing that aggressive design and
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the United Nations to respect and to implement the deci
sions of the Security Council. The members of the Secu
rity Council, and particularly its permanent members,
ought here to feel a special responsiblity.
113. Secondly, the Nordic report expresses support for
a strengthening of the role of the Secretary-General. It
is especially important that he should be able to act in
the first stage of a conflict, and the report therefore
strongly supports his idea of developing a wider and more
systematic capacity for fact-finding in potential conflict
areas. Further, it encourages him to make more use of
his powers under Article 99 of the Charter to bring mat
ters to the attention of the Security Council.
114. Thirdly, the ability and capacity of the United
Nations to launch peace-keeping operations should be
strengthened. Past experiences have shown us that all
peace-keeping operations must have a clearly defined and
operationally feasible mandate. It should be a precondi
tion th3t all parties to a conflict are ready and willing
to co-operate with the peace-keeping force in discharging
its mandate. The collective responsibility of all United
Nations members for the financing of peace-keeping
operations must be respected. Let me add that the Nordic
countries have for many years had stand-by forces ear
marked for United Nations peace-keeping operations. We
are prepared to share our training programmes for the
forces with other countries.
115. The East-West relationship plays a domiDant role
in international affairs. Its impact is felt worldwide, '
but is of particular significance to the European coun
tries, because it has a direct bearing upon their security
situation.
116. East-West relations in the early 1970s were char
acterized by the efforts to promote detente. This was
above all marked by the signing of the Helsinki Final Act
in 1975.7 We had hoped that this event would lead to
moderation and restraint by all parties-also in the mili
tary field. However, a dominant feature of the European
security situation in the last part of the 1970s was an
increasing military buildup by the Soviet Union. West
European countries observed with growing concern the
development of a new generation of medium-range land
based Soviet SS-20 nuclear missiles, targeted on West
ern Europe, adding drastically to the existing Soviet
military superiority in Europe. This development took
place at a time when the Soviet Union had achieved parity
with the United States in strategic nuclear arms. Against
this background the countries of NATO found it neces
sary to counter the increased Soviet medium-range
nuclear capacity and adopted in 1979 the double-track
decision. It was decided to deploy in Europe 572 new
United States missiles of a similar kind from the end of
1983 onwards, while at the same time offering negotia
tions in order to reduce or preferably eliminate the need'
for such weapons.
117. These negotiations have now been going on at
Geneva for more than two years. In this period the Soviet
Union has continued to deploy its missiles. The number
now stands at approximately 350 missiles with more than
1000 warheads.
118. In his statement earlier today [5th meeting], Pres
ident Reagan outlined the main elements of the new
United States proposals in Geneva. These proposals
demonstrate the firm will and determination of the
NATO countries to bring the negotiations to a success
ful conclusion as soon as possible. They have, as Presi
dent Re.llsan also mentioned, been subject to extensive
consultations in the NATO alliance and have Norway's
full support. We hope that the Soviet Union will respond
to this initiative in a constructive manner. Our objective

keeps its word. I wish to reiterate this before thh world
parliament.
105. There is no better way of helping people to enjoy
complete democracy and freedom than by collaborating
with them in ensuring their economic progress and social
well-being, which are indispensable elements of their cul
tural and political advancement. By the same token, there
is no better way of delaying and hindering such progress
than by interfering from outside in the internal changes
of those countries with the purpose of imposing upon
th~m structures and customs that cannot be copied or
invented but must be rooted in the unique character of
each people.
106. In the world's present exceptional and serious cir
cumstances, the international community has no more
urgent task than to assist the developing nations of Latin
America, Africa and Asia.
107. The world that is taking shape, the variety and
number of new peoples, is an iadicator for the future of
mankind, because our immediate and long-term ideals
and interests coincide with the universal aspiration to
harmony and peace.
108. Mr. STRAY (Norway): I should first like to asso
ciate myself with all previous speakers in congratulating
you, Sir, on your election to the great office of Presi
dent of this session of the General Assembly. I wish you
every success in the fulfilment of your important tasks.

Mr. Tindemans (Belgium), Vice-President, took the
Chair.
109. One of the most famous works of the great Nor
wegian playwright Henrik Ibsen is Peer Gynt. Through
the character of Peer Gynt, Ibsen gave life to an incli
nation which we find in all of us-the inclination to
evade the problems that we face. States Members of
the United Nations seem to suffer from the same weak
ness as Peer Gynt. It is now nearly four decades since
the United Nations was established, but we have still
not been able to make it an effective instrument for the
maintenance of international peace and security. This
situation will continue as long as we do not take our
commitments to the United Nations more seriously and
take the necessary steps to make it a better and more
efficient organization.
110. In his report on the work of the Organization to
the General Assembly last year the Secretary-General
appealed to the Member States to take urgent action to
enable the United Nations to fulfil the responsibilities out
lined in its Charter. Subsequent international events have
clearly demonstrated the need for the measures he called
for. The most alarming feature is the continued tendency
to resort to the use of force to settle international
disputes.
Ill. In order to support the Secretary-General's efforts
to strengthen the United Nations, Norway, together with
other Nordic count jes, has presented a report with some
ideas to this effect [see A/38/271]. Let me briefly mention
some of the recommendations contained in the report.
112. First, the efficiency of the Security Council should
be improved. Procedures should be developed for initiat
ing action by the Council at an early stage of conflicts.
The idea of holding periodic meetings of the Council at
the ministerial level to review the international situation
should be considered again. Such periodic meetings could
be useful both for early-warning purposes and for review
of decisions taken previously by the Council. Decisions
of United Nations organs should 'be the beginning and
not the end of governmental concern and,action, as
rightly stated by the Secretary-General. All Member
States have assumed an obligation under the Charter of
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is not only to stop the nuclear arms race, but to achieve
substantial reductions in these weapons. A general freeze
on nuclear weapons is not an adequate solution, as by
definition it would mean freezing the present imbalance,
and this would probably weaken our possibilities of
achieving real disarmament.
119. In the United Nations context there has obviously
been a tendency to focus our disarmament discussion
mainly on nuclear weapons and to ignore the role played
by conventional arms. As pointed out by the Secretary
General in his latest report on the work of the Organiza
tion [A/38/1), it is necessary to keep in mind that the
many millions killed in war since Hiroshima and Naga
saki have all died from conventional weapons. We also.
know that the greater part of the vast resources spent on'
armaments all over the world-frequently to the detri
ment of essential needs-has been used for conventional
arms.
120. In Europe, the question of conventional arms has
been subject to negotiations in the mutual and balanced
force reduction talks at Vienna. A successful outcome of
these talks would significantly promote confidence and
stability between East and West. Furthermore, conven
tional arms reductions to equal and lower force levels
would raise the nuclear threshold.
121. The Madrid meeting on security and co-operation
in Europe also aimed at achieving more openness and
confidence among the States of Europe. It is encouraging
that these talks have now concluded positively. This
)rovides a basis for further progress.
122. The negotiations within the Committee on Dis
armament at Geneva and disarmament deliberations in
the General Assembly provide an important and neces
sary supplement to the direct East-West negotiations.
123. The General Assembly will set in motion the prep
arations for the Third Review Conference of the Par
ties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons, which is to be held in 1985. The upholding and
the strengthening of the non-proliferation regime must
remain on our international agenda as a task of high
priority. Emphasis also must be put on the achievement
Gf a comprehensive test-ban treaty. Norway believes that
such a treaty would represent an important disarmament
measure.
124. Likewise we attach considerable importance to the
efforts to reduce and ultimately prohibit other weapons
of mass destruction. It is particularly important to expand
the present prohibition on the use of chemical weapons
to include production and stockpiling, as well as a per
manent and credible machinery for verification.
125. We note with satisfaction that the question of pre
vention of an arms race in outer space has been placed
on the agenda of international disarmament negotiations.
We shall welcome all realistic proposals put forward with
this objective in mind. They must be based on mutually
agreed, balanced and verifiable formulas and include
proposals prohibiting anti-satellite weapons.
126. The tragic incident of the South Korean passen
ger aircraft which was shot down near the island of Sak
halln by Soviet military aircraft has shocked the world
community. The use of armed force against international
civil aircraft is incompatible with elementary considera
tions of humanity and with the rules, standards and re
commended practices of the 1944 Chicago Convention.8

All efforts must now be made, through ICAO, to prevent
such a tragic incident from ever happening again. Nor
way fully endorses the resolution adopted at the special
session of the Council of ICAO on 16 September calling

for full investigation of the incident and measures to
improve procedures relating to the interception of civil
aircraft. The Soviet Union has a particular responsibility
to co-operate fully with the competent international
aviation authorities in this matter.
127. We find a number of international conflicts on the
agenda of this session of the General Assembly. The
Norwegian delegati.on will refer to them all at the appro
priate time. At this juncture, I shall address only one
particular question, namely the situation in Lebanon. For
a long time now we have been receiving daily reports on
extensive fighting, civilian tragedies and failed efforts to
restore peace. The situation has been such th&t it could
easily reach proportions which might have consequences
for pea.ce and stability beyond the borders of Leban~ii.
We therefore warmly welcome the cease-fire which was
announced last night. We urge all parties fully to respect
the provisions of this cease-fire agreement. However, a
lasting peaceful solution to the conflict in Lebanon can
be achieved only if some basic principles are observed by
all parties concerned. The independence, sovereignty and
territorial integrity of Lebanon must be respected. The
request of the Lebanese Government for withdrawal of
foreign forces must be met.
128. Violations of human rights continue to take place
to an alarming extent in many parts of the world. We
are regularly confronted with reports of summary and
arbitrary executions, racial discrimination, torture, invol
untary disappearances a."ld denial of basic political and
civil rights. In many parts of the world such violations
seem to be the rule rather than the exception. This is a
situation which the international community must not
tolerate. The realization of the dignity and equality of
all human beings is an indispensable precondition if we
are to strengthen and obtain international peace and secu-
rity. The question of whether or not a State can be trusted
is to a great extent influenced by its record in the field
of human rights. Clearly, the major responsibility for pro
moting and protecting human rights rests with Govern
ments themselves within their area of jurisdiction. On the
other hand, we share an international responsibility to
oppose and prevent violations wherever they occur. The
international community cannot accept the principle of
non-interference in internal affairs as a justification not
to act. The application of basic human rights standards
must be truly universal and not subject to political
expedience.
129. Against this background, it is important to strength
en the institutional machinery of the United Nations in
order to increase its ability to deal promptly with seri
ous cases of human rights violations. The establish
ment of a post of high commissioner for human rights
is such an instrument. We hope the recent decision by
the Sub-Commission of the Commission on Human
Rights9 has brought the establishment of such a post
closer to realization.
130. Finally, let me say a few words about the North-
South issues which constitute an important part of our 1
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agenda. In spite of all efforts to bring the dialogue for- I 'I

ward, we regretfully have to note that little progress has I, I
been achieved during recent years. Signs of economic l) i
recovery have been noted in some industrialized coun- t' !
tries, but there is still widespread uncertainty aboU'~ its 11
underlying strength and durability. Even if we were to ft•. :.. I!
obtain increased and sustained growth in the developed
market-economy countries, this alone would not be suf- ~
ficient to bring about the reactivation of the development ~.!
process in most developing countries. Recovery by itself l:..J
cannot solve the problems of capital shortage, interna- ~

tional indebtedness and protectionism. ~."!
! I
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131. The sixth session of the United Nations Confer- Governments have sought to make such a contribution
ence on Trade and Development, held at Belgrade, took in a joint study [A/38/271].
place in a constructive atmosphere, but it did not achieve 138. As members of the Assembly, we must seriously
the results we had hoped for. The Conference did, how- consider whether the resolutions we adopt are likely to
ever, provide for common ground for tackling some of promote solutions of conflicts. We must avoid using the
the most acute problems. It is now our hope that the joint Assembly for shortsighted and tactical purposes. Politi-
meeting of IMF and the World Bank, which is currently cal tensions must not be allowed to influence the role of
taking place in Washington, will be able to bring the most the United Nations as a forum where all interested par-
pressing problems the developing countries are facing a ties can take part in the discussions on equal terms.
step forward. We hope this meeting will give impetus to 139. The results of the two international conferences
a positive result from the ongoing negotiations on the recently held at Geneva are a source of encouragement
seventh replenishment in the International Development . .
Association. Norwav.. for its part is ready to participate in this context. The constructive co-operation in negotl-

ations at the Second World Conference to Combat
in a seventh replenishment of the Association, which, in Racism and Racial Discrimination was a definite step for-
our view, ought to be at least as great in real terms as ward in comparison with the Conference in 1978. My
the sixth. Government also appreciated the spirit of co-operation
132. Within the United Nations there is a need to ensure and compromise shown by the participating States that
more concerted action by the organizations of the system led to the outcome of the International Conference on
in dealing with the important issues of development and the Question of Palestine. The recommendations of that
international economic co-operation. For UNDP the Conference merit serious consideration by the United
resource problem is acute. Reductions in UNDP have Nations organs concerned.
serious repercussions not only for the entire United 140. Our debate on the problems of the United Nations
Nations development system, but also for the United is particularly focused on the Security Council, which
Nations itself. I therefore appeal to all donors to main- according to the Charter bears the primary responsibility
tain and, if possible, increase their contributions. for the maintenance of peace. The privileged position of
133. Norway intende to maintain an active role in the the great Powers in the Council places upon them a spe-
work for a new international economic order. We regard cial responsibility for upholding the principles of the
the concept of a new international economic order as an Charter and for the proper functioning of the Council~
effort to achieve the necessary combined strategy to fos- Sweden regrets the inadequacies shown by the Council
ter just and equitable economic reICltions between rich and at present in following up its own resolutions and in deal-
poor countries. ing with conflicts in time to prevent violence, as well as

its inclination to hand over difficult and sometimes
134. Mr. BODSTROM (Sweden): Confrontation and impossible tasks to the Secretary-General without giving
suspicion characterize relations between the great Pow- him the necessary support.
ers. They seek security in advanced weapons technology 141. In his recent report on the work of the Or"aniza-
and in the threat of mutual destruction. They hold us in ~
constant fear that their nuclear weapons may be put to tion[A/38/l], the Secretary-General refers to the obliga

tions of the Security Council and points out that threats
use. to international peace are of such importance that they
135. One of the few gleams of light in the international should override the differences of interest and ideology
situation is the recently concluded follow-up meeting at which separate the members of the Council. The signifi-
Madrid of the Conference on Security and Co-operation cance of this cannot be over-emphasized.
in Europe. The result of the Madrid meeting can be the 142. My Government welcomes the Secretary-General's
beginning of improved co-operation and greater under- intention to give priority in the coming year to an
standing between the States of Europe, and between East examination and appraisal of the administration of the
and West. My country is honoured to host the 1984 Con- Secretariat with a view to its improvement. The Secre-
ference on Confidence- and Security-building Measures tary-General has questioned whether he still commands
and Disarmament in Europe. We shall endeavour to make sufficient authority to meet effectively his responsibilities
this Conference a stepping-stone in the arduous work of as chief administrative officer of the Organization. We
turning distrust into confidence and of reducing the risk share his concerns, but our answer is clear: the authority
ofarmed conflict in Europe, so that, in time, it may prove is there, vested in him, according to the Charter.
a valuable contribution to a disarmament process.

143. Nowhere has the involvement of the United Na-
136. The great Powers confrontation has impeded the tions been greater than in the Middle East. There have
solution of regional conflicts in the world. Tensions been important achievements, not least through the
between the super-Powers have long hampered the ability United Nations peace-keeping operations. Throughout
of the United Nations to maintain peace and security. the years, Sweden has taken part in these operations and
There is an increasing tendency among States to resort in various mediation assignments. This year we are com-
to force. Frequent violations of the borders and territorial memorating my countryman, Folke Bernadotte, who was
integrity of States take place in disregard of the Charter murdured 35 years ago during his mission as a United
of the United Nations and of international law. Nowhere Nations mediator in Palestine.
can such actions be defended. 144. We have been concerned and depressed to see how
137. Last autumn, a debate on the strengthening of the large-scale violence has broken out once again in
United Nations was initiated in the Assembly, largely Lebanon. Lebanon's sovereignty and independence must
inspired by the Secretary-General's clear-cut analysis of be respected, and all foreign forces remaining in the
the Organization's problems. In the view of my Govern- country contrary to the wishes of the Lebanese Govern-
ment, it is essential that this debate be continued. It ment must be withdrawn. It is the sincere hope of the
should be pursued with the definite aim of producing Swedistl Government that the agreement just announced
constructive, realistic contributions to the" solution of in Lebanon will mark the end of the violence and the
United Nations problems, thus strengthening the ability beginning of constructive negotiations towards national
of the Organization to resolve conflicts. The five Nordic reconciliation. . .
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145. The civilian population in Lebanon is suffering 154. Ten years ago democracy was crushed in Chile.
greatly from the chaotic situation in the country. Pales- Since the military took power, the people have seen their
tinian refugees also run the risk of new attacks. It should conditions of living drastically deteriorate and have been
be the urgent duty of the United Nations to ensure the deprived of their civil rights and liberties. However, the
legal and physical protection of these refugees. people of Chile have shown that they will no longer
146. The situation in the West Bank and Gaza is also tolerate the suppression of their traditional freedom.
cause for continuing concern. Israel's occupation policy, Today, the dictatorship is shaken. In this crucial phase,
particularly its illegal settlements, is a serious impediment the international community should continue to support
to a peaceful solution of the Middle East conflict. efforts aiming at the restoration of democracy and respect

for human rights in Chile.
147. The conflict in the Middle Ea!!t can be solved only
if the legitimate rightto self-determination ofthe Pales- 155. In my country's neighbourhood, in Poland, we
tinian people is fulfilled, including the right, should it so have seen the process of democratization being shattered.
wish, to form a state of its own in the West Bank and Without a real dialogue between different groups of the
G society a better future for the Polish people is hardly

aza. possible. The repeal of martial law last summer will there-
148. Israel has a right to exist in peace within secure fore have to be followed by further measures in the same
and recognized borders. The parties should meet in direct direction.
negotiations on the basis of Security Council resolu-
tions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973). In these negotiations the 156. It is 35 years since the General Assembly adopted
PLO must be accepted as an equal party. the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Along with

the Charter and a number of international conventions,
149. It is high time that the great Powers restored the this morally binding Declaration lays down the rights of
Security Council to its central role in the efforts to bring the individual which all States have the duty to respect.
about a negotiated sett!ement of the Middle East conflict. These documents provide the basis for the self-evident
150. South Africa persists in flouting united world right and duty of the United Nations to engage in the
opinion and intemationallaw in an unparalleled manner. protection of human rights.
In order to protect the repugnant social structure known 157. Violence between States often has a connection
as apartheid, South Africa continues its illegal occupation with violence within a State. The violence which consists
of Namibia and escalates its attacks and pressure on of oppression of the individual by the authorities and
neighbouring States. For five years the negotiations machinery of government can become the root of inter-
on the implementation of the United Nations plan for national tension and conflicts. Efforts to safeguard
Namibia, unanimously adopted by the Security Council, human right~ are part of the work for international peace.
have regrettably come to serve as an argument against
putting South Africa under the pressure of sanctions. My 158. However, it is not primarily the risk of interna-
Government maintains that the Security Council should tional tension which guides our involvement in efforts for
exert the pressure on South Africa which is necessary to human rights. Our interest is focused on the situation of
ensure that the negotiations yield results. No country the individual. Attention should be drawn to violations
deserves more than South Africa to be subjected to sanc- of these rights wherever they occur. It is gratifying to note
tions as provided for in Chapter VII of the Charter of that these problems have taken an increasingly central
the United Nations. place in the activities of the United Nations. At the same

time, we see that violations of human rights continue on
151. The Soviet occupation of Afghanistan is now in a frightening scale throughout the world. We must find
its fourth year. Acts of war are continuing. Fundamental ways and means to improve the efforts of the United
human rights are being constantly violated. More than Nations in this field.
3 million Afghan refugees are waiting in vain to return.
The occupation is particularly serious considering the 159. Torture is a particularly abominable violation of
position of the Soviet Union as a permanent member of human rights. I urge all States to play their part in the
the Security Council, which entails a special responsibility speedy realization of the convention to combat torture
for the observance of the Charter. The talks in progress which the United Nations has so long been trying to final-
under United Nations auspices must continue and lead ize. I also appeal to all States to make fmancial con-
to the withdrawal of the Soviet troops and to the exercise tributions to the United Nations Voluntary Fund for
by the Afghan people of their right to self-determination. Victims of Torture, so that this Fund can effectively

alleviate some of the great needs in this field.
152. There is a danger that the conflicts in Central
America will turn into general war. In the present situa- 160. Some States are examined by the Assembly for
tion, the initiative taken by the countries of the Conta- violations of human rights. The Assembly's attention in
dora Group stands out as particularly important in turn- these matters, however, leaves an impression of selec-
ing developments to another course and in strengthening tivity. My Government regrets this. In the Assembly we
efforts to find political solutions. Sweden supports the must not refrain from dealing with governments' viola-
endeavours of the Contadora countries and finds it tions of human rights when the conditions for doing so

~~~~i~~::'nrht~a~~o;:th~o~~dsc~u:~~~io~eo~e~~~~ ~~ .at ~:n:~tion has escaped the effects of the interna- \ j
America's problems goes via negotiations and not via tional economic crisis. As always, the poorest countries f 1
military escalation. are the hardest hit. The patient efforts of the United ~; 1

153. The present situation in Central America has its ~~~~:n~ave led only to a partial alleviation of their ,~~,:,j!,
roots primarily in the economic and social injustice in the .
region. The countries there must be given the opportu- 162. There are signs today of an economic recovery. .~ I
oity of building up their societies in peace and in a state However, that recovery appear~ weak and uncertain. It ~: {
of national independence. A first step in reducing ten- is difficult to argue that any significant upswing is under l~f:I"
sions must be the cessation of all deliveries of weapons, way as long as unemployment continues to rise. At any ~
all arms traffic and all military assistance to and within rate, the recovery needs to be supported by a well-balanced ....1
the region. and co-ordinated economic policy. A stable recovery of 11
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the world economy requires the involvement of the econ
omies of the developing countries. This will not least
necessitate increased financial support to and a greater
solidarity with the developing countries, inter alia, in
order to reduce their debt burden. Economic growth in
these countries is essential in itself, but it also serves to
promote recovery in the industrialized countries. We are
not lacking ideas-both the Brandt 10 and the Palme 11

Commissions have presented guidelines for action.

163. Sweden regrets that so far it has not been possible
to start global negotiations within the framework of the
North-South dialogue. However, the dialogue has not
come to a standstill. The ministerial meeting of the GATT
Contracting Parties in the autumn of 1982 laid the foun
dation for deepened co-operation in the field of inter
national trade. A decision has been taken on a certain
strengthening of the resources of IMF.

164. Furthermore, the sixth session of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development has gen
erated concrete results in some important issues and given
impulses for continued practical work. It remains to be
seen with what degree of determination Governments will
follow up, in UNCTAI.> and other international organi
zations, the concrete decisions made. Sweden has adopted
a programme of action to give substance to the follow-up
of these common undertakings. The developing countries'
readiness for dialogue and consensus must be met by a
readiness of the industrialized countries for practical
co-operation.

165. In the field of the environment, Sweden attaches
significance to the efforts to reactivate and intensify inter
national co-operation. This co-operation is vitally impor
tant to our common future well-being. My country gives
its full support to the proposal for a special commission
entrusted with the task of formulating long-term envi
ronment strategies which can contribute to a stable social
and economic development.

166. The overriding problem in today's world is nuclear
weapons. Our entire existence is put in jeopardy. We must
create the political conditions necessary to ensure that
these weapons of mass destruction will never be used. The
goal is a world free of nuclear weapons. One important
step in this direction would be the introduction of a com
prehensive ban on nuclear-weapon tests. The Assembly
year after year has stated that a comprehensive test ban
is a crucial measure in the efforts to halt the nuclear arms
race. We attach the greatest importance to this issue.
After very detailed preparatory work, Sweden therefore
put a draft comprehensive test-ban treaty 12 before this
summer's session of the Committee on Disarmament.

167. In the 1963 partial test-ban Treatyl3 three of the
nuclear-weapon States undertook to stop all nuclear
weapon tests and declared their determination to continue
negotiations to this end. They confirmed that commit
ment in the 1968 Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons [resolution 2373 (XXII), annex]. We
find it deplorable that the nuclear-weapon States con
cerned have not fulfilled their commitments. We appeal
to them to enter without delay into s.erious negotiations
for a comprehensive test-ban treaty. If they do not, this
will also increase the risks of a proliferation of nuclear
weapons. Peace and stability in different parts of the
world will be endangered. The responsibility rests heavily
on the nuclear-weapon States concerned.

168. Achieving a test ban is a central element in the
efforts that must be made to freeze nuclear-weapon arse
nals at their present levels and to proceed to reductions.
A freeze is not intended to alter the approximate parity

that exists between the great Powers. Last year the Assem
bly called upon the Soviet Union and the United States
to initiate a freeze on nuclear weapons immediately [reso
lution 37/100 B], a call which both these Governments
have so far ignored. This appeal is il0 less urgent today.

169. Progress in the on-going negotiations at Geneva
on the limitation of intermediate-range missiles in Europe
would be an important step towards controlling the
nuclear arms race. The Swedish Government believes that
no further deployment of nuclear weapons should take
place and that a substanHal reduction should be made
in the nuclear-weapon systems already in place. In this
context a balance in conventional weapons must also be
achieved at a lower levei. The goal of parity should be
sought at a lower, not a higher, level.

170. For more than a generation the search for secu
rity in Europe has been guided by the concept of deter
rence. The existence of nuclear weapons may have led
tf) a degree of caution on the part of the two super-Powers
in dealing with conflicts, but the doctrine of deterrence
and its logical consequence-the accelerated arms race
have created insecurity and mutual suspicion. Suspicion
heightens the risk of war breaking out by mistake or mis
understanding. This risk is increased by the rigid proce
dures automatically set in motion for prote(';tion against
surprise nuch~ar attack. The Soviet shooting-down of a
civilian airliner has been condemned by Sweden in the
Security Council. This tragic incident is a reminder of ho\V
close we are to a situation in which the forces of destruc
tion can be released.

171. No sensible military or political goals can be
achieved by using nuclear weapons. If they are used, the
nuclear exchange that would follow would be virtually
impossible to control and to limit. Yet a dangerous ambi
guity remains about the role of nuclear weapons in mili
tary planning. Is their role only to deter their use by the
opponent or will they be used in certain circumstances
to redress a military situation? The technological devel
opment of nuclear weapons and their delivery systems,
the continuous modernization of nuclear forces in Europe
and elsewhere and their deployment in forward positions
give the impression that limited nuclear warfare is con
sidered a possibility.

172. In the long run, nuclear deterrence offers very poor
protection for mankind against the horrors of nuclear
war. Other paths must be tried. One guideline must be
respect for the security concerns and interests of the
opposite party. States must realize that in the nuclear
age the search for military superiority is futile. States
must develop mutual understanding, confidence and
co-operation across ideological and political barriers if
the nuclear threat is to be removed. Those are the prin
ciples on which the concept of common security is based.

173. It is particularly important to recall these principles
at a time like this, when tensions have increased and the
great Powers confront each other. Now more than ever
there is a need for negotiation, for mediation and con
ciliation in order to settle conflicts. It is now, when the
task is so difficult, that patient and determined efforts
are needed. We should not let the great-Power confronta
tion overshadow the work of the entire international
community. The general debate of the thirty-eighth
session of the General Assembly should be seen in that
light. In my view, this is a very important debate, for it
will set the tone for the international dialogue in the
montQs' ahead. That tone may be one of increased con
frontation, which means increased danger, but it can also
bea tone that reflects an effort to transcend the ideo
logical boungaries and to seek dialogue and detente.
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This is our responsibility. I have the privilege of speaking the United Nations and even the South African regime,
from this rostrum on the first day of the general debate. which had sought to force its own unilateral and illegal
Let me conclude by saying that as far as my Government solution to the Namibian question. However, resolu-
is concerned we pledge to do our best to contribute to tion 435 (1978) and the collective enterprise spelt out in
a constructive dialogue. it remain unimplemented, and the Secretary-General's
174. Mr. HAMEED (Sri Lanka): I extend to Mr. Illueca recent visit to South Africa, I am sorry to say, does not
the felicitations and good wishes of Sri Lanka on his elec- offer much new hope.
tion as President of the thirty-eighth session of the Gen- 180. In the Middle East ironies abound. Israel, itself a
eral Assembly. It has been my personal pleasure to have creature of United Nations fiat, dishonours the Charter
known him. His achievements, first as representative of of the very Organization which gave it birth. Claiming
Panama to the United Nations, then as Foreign Minister it is in a state of siege, Israel has arrogated unto itself
and now as his country's Vice-President, leave no doubt the right for its armed forces not only to strike deep into
that this difficult session is in very good hands. The the territory of independent Arab States like Syria,
thanks of my delegation are also due to Mr. Hollai' of Lebanon and Jordan, but also in effect to colonize large
Hungary for the admirable manner in which he conducted areas of these countries. The inalienable national rights
the thirty-seventh session as its President. of the Palestinian people have been accepted by virtu-
175. I should also like to associate my delegation with ally all Members of the United Nations, and a series of
those who have welcomed the State of Saint Christopher peace plans has accordingly been put forward with a view
and Nevis into the United Nations. to reaching some form of negotiated settlement on the

basis of the relevant United Natfions resolutions and the
Mr. Sahnoun (A/geria). Vice-President. took the Chair. principles of the Charter. The Arab peace plan adopted

176. When the United Nations was frrst established over at Fez, at the Twelfth Arab Summit Conference,14 as
three decades ago the world was recovering from the well as the Programme of Action of the International
ravages of the Second World War. There was then an Conference on the Question of Palestine,'S held last
essential unity of purpose in the determination to save month at Geneva, provide blueprints that would guar-
succeeding generations from the scourge of war. While antee the peace and security of all States in the region,
the :lorld has, since then, been spared the horrors of including the Palestinian State. Without the withdrawal
another universal war, conflicts nevertheless rage in of Israeli forces from Palestinian and other occupied
various parts of the world, and the threat of a global Arab territories, peace will remain a stranger to that
conflagration has never been too distant. In fact, the region, the Middle East.
nuclear aspect has now added a terrifying new dimension .
to every threat or potential threat to international peace 181. The continued presence of other foreign forces m

the northern section of the Republic of Cyprus has been,
and security. for that troubled State, the major obstacle to the full
177• The need for massive economic regeneration was exercise of its independence and the preservation of its
a prime imperative in the immediate aftermath of the territorial integrity. Sri Lanka does not in any way
Second World War. Three decades later strategies for condone the fragmentation of a unitary non-aligned State
global economic recovery still languish, unfulfilled, on which has been recognized by the United Nations. We
our agendas and the world continues to remain remote call once more for the withdrawal of foreign forces from
from real economic prosperity. Unfettered national inter- Cyprus. We support all efforts, particularly those of the
est, which had been pushed to its arrogant extreme dur- Secretary-General and the contact group of non-aligned
ing the Second World War, is today being pursued in a countries on Cyprus, to fmd a lasting solution to the ques-
multitude of forms and constitutes a major obstacle in tion of Cyprus. Sri Lanka's position on Cyprus was stated
many areas of international co-operation and the search in the Assembly in November 1978, during the thirty-third
for peaceful solutions. session:lr

l1' 178. The Charter of the United Nations enshrines at " ... the Government of Sri Lanka does not subscribe
le once mankind's noblest collective aspirations and the to the principle that any State is justified in using its
le limits to which the national options of Member States armed forces, however justifiable it may itself believe
lr need to be subject if we are to be sensitive to wider con- that to be, in the settlement of international disputes.
:s cerns. Member States, however powerful or sovereign My delegation considers it utterly deplorable for any
d they may be, cannot be permitted selfishly to pursue nar- State to use its armed forces to interfere in the internal
if row sectarian interests if this infringes on the sovereignty affairs of any neighbouring State, however much com-
1- and concerns of other nations or runs counter to obliga- passion and feeling there may be for a fellow eth-
1. tions assumed under the Charter. The Charter must nic or communal group in that neighbouring State.
~ remain the basic framework within which Member States Such action cannot be justified in any circumstances."

must conduct their relations with other States and with [47th meeting. para. 40].
le the international community as a whole.
~r 179. The apartheid regime of South Africa continues 182. The internal upheavals in two fellow Asian States,
1- to cling to its pernicious privileges in cynical contempt both members of the Movement of Non-Aligned Coun- ; .
le tries-Afghanistan and Kampuchea-have not been com- ! ;
ts of the Charter and all it embodies. The regime's ruthless pletely eased by the introduction of foreign forces. I i

il- suppression of the freedom struggle of the majority popu- Although the two questions are not identical, Sri Lanka 1:
al ~~~~~ss~: ~~~ii;~~a ~it~lli~~~:rityd:iJ~~~e t;;;j~d~~ calls for a comprehensive political solution to these two t I
th pendent front line African States of Angola Botswana questions on the basis of the withdrawal of foreign forces, f, i
at M b' - h U . d li fT' . Z . b' ' strict respect for non-interference in the internal affairs I j

it ozam lque, t e mte Repub'c 0 anzama, am la of the two countries and satisfactory guarantees to ensure ri
le anbodurZl'nimgbNaabmwl·eb·l·aThdeesrpegl'tiemdeeccol'Snl'otinnsuOesf ttOhecoInntterrOnlantl~oignha-1 full respect for their independrence, 10v~rei~nty ~d ter- t I'

n- , rl'ton'all'ntegrl'tvand freedom rom 10relgn mterlerence. ~;0 Court of Justice and the United Nations which have ~ If 1

0- clearly declared such control to be illegal. Security 183. In the region of the Indian Ocean, it was the deter- jJ
e Council resolution 435 (1978) gave promise of a unique mination of the peoples of the littoral and hinterland H
. . . exercise in co-operation involving the peoples of Namibia, States to preserve their independence and to resol..,e their J!;
='~--'o'=:::~, •.,VfS~~~i;;~':;;i':~0;;'if~·~~'~';'~Y;;<t;~" ';;~~~~~ ..\¥f1i!f~~~_~)i!tfg"i1c1f~i\"'#rii.!lir.~~~_"~~,~~", ...•.
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problems in conditions of peace and tranquillity which led been widely acknowledged even by our critics, namely,
in 1971 to the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone that Sri Lanka is a parliamentary democracy with over
of Peace [resolution 2832 (XXVI)). The States of the half a century of universal adult franchise, with a multi-
region have called for the co-operation of the great Pow- party system and with every citizen having his individual
ers in establishing the peace zone, and we have endea- and constitutional rights guaranteed and made justiciable
voured within the framework of the AdHoc Committee in the Constitution.

j'l on the Indian Ocean to finalize all preparations for 190. When we speak of the TamiI question in Sri Lanka,
;1 convening the Conference on the Indian Ocean early next a distinction must also be made between the Sri Lanka
'1 year at Colombo. This Conference would bring together Tamils who have settled in the north and the relatively
I the Indian Ocean States, the great Powers and other more recent Tamil immigrants from India, who were
! States that are major maritime users of the ocean. We brought to Sri Lanka by the former colonial adrninistra-

!1 do not expect the establishment of a peace zone overnight; tion to work on tea and rubber plantations. After inde '
! ! but the Conference at Colombo would be a first step in pendence, the status of that group brought from Im:'Eilt
I,' ·~_;.t:,: ba bOlfid venture inhintsernationfalhco-o~ratbionalwhichh would was resolved through a series of consultations which led
'. ene It not only t e tates 0 t e regIon ut so t e great to an agreement with our neighbour, IneUa, under which a
1.;1 Powers and, indeed, the world at large. The regional formula was accepted by which r.llY country would abs~lb

~ States have achieved a major degree of agreement on a number of them while a certain number of others were
$ seven principles for the implementation of the peace zone. to be repatriated to India. While we do not wIsh to make
~ These include arrangements for the non-use of force and pronouncements on the problem of immigrant labour else-

;,j the ~ceful settlement of disputes among regional States. where, we believe that the arrangement we have reached
1 184. We were ushered to the threshold of a new era of for absorbing such large numbers from a non-indigenous

,
!:,}l international co-operation in ocean development with the community into the mainstream ofthe country's national

, conclusion, a year ago, of the United Nations Convention life has no comparable precedent.
!:! on the Law of the Sea. The task before us now is to trans- 191. As far as language goes, the two main minorities
I 11 late the concepts of that multilateral framework into in Sri Lanka-the Tamils and the Muslims-both speak
1;1 reality through appropriate programmes for implemen- the Tamil language. The identity of the minority com-
I J1 tation. To many developing countries like my own, the munities does not appear merely symbolically on the
; 2i full benefits of the Convention on the Law of the Sea national flag of Sri Lanka; the Tamil language has re-Iill can be reaped only if we are able to develop capabilities ceived a recognition not seen or heard or experienced by
l si for exploiting the oceans and their unbounded resources. Tamil-speaking communities settled in any other country.
I" d This can be done through the advancement of marine The Tamillanguage and the Sinhala language of the Sin-

ft affairs capabilities in developing countries, particularly halese majority that constitutes 74 per cent of the popu-
! ~4 in the field of marine science and technology. Here, too, lation are both national languages. The Tamillanguage
i • a co-operative endeavour within the United Nations appears on Sri Lanka's stamps, on its currency and in
lit system could provide a response to those needs through all official publications. The Moslem community and the
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!'~ an servIces a ego an regIon ,as we as na Ion, northwest, the east, the nort east a.n t e south 0 t e
i') levels. country are, as demonstrated in repeeted elections, vehe-
Ij 185. From the deep frontiers of the oceans, man has mently opposed to separatism or a division of the coun-

1

!1 turned his gaze to the outer reaches of space. We hope ttrhY' THo~elvUer"tal0dnLg~bide tt~e adFvocatcy Oft sepa~attion by
AI that this last frontier of mankind will be used exclusively e ami ID e I era Ion ron, a errons group

I.~, for peaceful purposes and for the common benefit of all pursuing the same aims employs violence-including
i !f mankind. Sri Lanka supports all initiatives to prevent the arson and damage:. to public property, armed robbery of
',I -.'-,i rnilitarization of outer space and the extension of the arms Gfovemml't'enIt and Privl~tt~ financial idnsttit~ttion~ and murdder

f.! race to its reaches. 0 po I Ica persona lies oppose 0 I S views an 0
I~ 86 . f . h Government law-enforcement officers from the police
/;'l 1 . The vast contment 0 Antarctica as great eco- and the armed services-for the purpose of establishing
1 nomic potential and should not become the scene oriU object of international discord. This area should be used a separate State.

! 'i exclusively for peaceful purposes, in the interests of all 192. It was against this violent background that on
: ,! mankind. Sri Lanka supports the initiative of Malaysia 23 July this same terrorist group ambushed and killed 13
I
1

1.'.1 and others to have the General Assembly undertake a army personnel on patrol and provoked the communal
,. , comprehensive study on Antarctica with a view to widen- violence that followed during that week. That week's
I : ing international co-operation in the area. violence, which we see as an aberration in our civil and
I~ political life, we condemn without reservation. Certain
, ';;j 187. It is our hope also that the many initiatives being sections of the foreign media made the unfounded alle-
1

1

".1".'. taken to bring an end to the tragic conflict between Iran gation that the Government itself had turned a blind eye
and Iraq will bear fruit. For Sri Lanka, which has excel- or had even condoned this violence. The fact is that

I ' lent relations with both these countries, the continuation during the first three days a section of the armed services
1~1 of the conflict is a matter of very great concern, and we was reluctant to open fire and to enforce law and order
i
l
! hopte .tbhatt !he internatio

t
nal cdommunibtytwill btehable

t
to against the rioters and looters, who claimed that they were

con n u e In some way owar s peace e ween ese wo avenging the deaths of the 13 men of the armed services.I' countries. Governments in other parts of the world which have
I . 188. The mounting tension in the region of Central undergone similar experiences know only too well the
\ . America causes us concern. Initiatives for a peaceful delicate nature of such situations. In such an environ-
i settlement by the Contadora Group deserve our every ment, when the administration and law-enforcement

\
•. encouragement. machi~ery hangs by a flimsy thread, one wrong move

189. I seek your indulgence to make a reference to the couJcYjinvite only ~reater chaos.

\
.. recent events in my country which have been publicized 193. That President Jayewardene was able to bring such
: in the media and have received the attention of the inter- a difficult and delicate situation under control within a
\ ~ national comlD:unity. Let me at the outset say what has week has peen barely acknowledged. The media's desire •."
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for sensation in similar situations is not unknown, but
certain non-governmental organizations, basing them
selves on exparte accounts, have sought to put Sri Lanka
on trial and have depicted this unfortunate ethnic con
flict as one between the Government and the Tamil
people. A Government which has taken into custody over
5,000 people suspected of rioting, looting and breaking
the law could hardly be accused of condoning or of being
a party to this violence. No Government in independent
Sri Lanka has tried harder to resolve this problem by
accommodating the claims of the minority Tamil com
munity. On the one hand, the Government has been
severely criticized by the majority Sinhalese community
for the efforts and concessions it has made. On the other
hand, the representatives of the Tamil minority proclaim
to the outside world that their civil and human rights have
been violated, and therefore their answer is a separate
State. Perhaps this dissatisfaction of both the majority
and the minority communities is in itself evidence that
the Government has been both balanced and impartial
in its handling of this difficult question.
194. I have taken much time in this narration of the
background and events that have brought us to this sorry
pass. But I cannot leave this forum without stating unre
servedly that for the Government and people of Sri Lanka
-and among these people I include the overwhelming
number of the minorities in our population-the inde
pendence, territorial int~grity, sovereignty and unity of
Sri Lanka are not negotiable. In short, under no circum
stances can we or will we accept the division of the coun
try. It was in reaffirmation of this that the Parliament
of Sri Lanka adopted a Constitutional amendment which
requires of its citizens allegiance to a unitary State. I shall
conclude these remarks with the assurance that the Gov
ernment of Sri Lanka will continue without reservations
its efforts to restore communal harmony and to ensure
for all its people the rights and guarantees which have
been clearly set out in our Constitution.
195. The Charter of the United Nations is the basic
framework under which all nations must function. The
principles embodied in the Charter are relevant not only
to the conduct of inter-State relations but also have a vital
bearing on the internal affairs of States as well. The goals
to which an individual Government dedicates itself and
the manner in which it seeks to ensure for its people
conditions conducive to the development of their col
lective national identity take place within the overall
context of international relations. The international
environment must therefore be one which provides
adequate peace and security so that Governments may
be unhindered in articulating the p.:;pirations of their
peoples. Therefore a duty lies on eat'h of us to strive for
the creation and preservation of such an environment.
The Charter is the only international instrument which
provides a comprehensive blueprint for the creation of
such international conditions. We must therefore rededi
cate ourselves to the purposes and principles of the
Charter, individually as well as collectively.
196. Mr. DA GAMA (Portugal):* I should like to
begin by congratulating the President, the representa
tive of a country of the Group of Latin American St::otes.
with which we have traditional ties of friendship, on his
election. I wish also to present my compliments to the
former President and to we'lcome the admission of a new
Member State, the republic of Saint Christopher and
Nevis.
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197. It is with a sense of responsibility and deep con
cern that once again I see the Assembly starting its work
at a time when in several parts of the world there are more
situations of violence and tension, brought about in clear
disregard of the norms and principles established in the
Charter of the United Nations and in the Universal Decla
ration of Human Rights. Such disregard leads to a gen
eral climate of suspicion which makes it more difficult
to achieve understanding among the peoples of the world.
198. Despite the fact that Europe is not exempt from
periods of greater or lesser tension, we must recognize
that, in the midst of a world afflicted by hotbeds of
tension and violence, Europe is the one place where
efforts to find peaceful solutions have been relatively last
ing and fruitful and where there is a climate of confidence
and co-operation among the peoples. The just-concluded
Madrid meeting on security and co-operation in Europe,
held as the follow-up to the Helsinki Conference, deserves
mention, not only because of the work actually accom
plished and the indications that the way has been opened
to the implementation of the Helsinki Final Act,' but
also because it will make possible more serious and sin
cere co-operation and understanding.
199. Two aspects of paramount political importance
must be stressed in particular. At the Madrid meeting,
33 European countries as well as the United States and
Canada confirmed the agreements reached in the 1975
Helsinki Final Act. The meeting was also able to strengthen
and broaden the determination and the spirit of the
Helsinki document, to evaluate the present situation and
lay down ways of improving it by establishing princi
ples and formulating rules intended to regulate various
national policies so as to make possible unrestricted
practical co-operation among participating countries and
to ensure within those countries the exercise by their
respective citizens of their political and civil rights.
Furthermore, and of no less importance, the meeting
proved that dialogue is possible between States with
differing political and social structures so long as the
political will and mutual credibility exist.
200. Within the context of the dialogue established and
the political will shown, I should like to emphasize the
decision to organize at Stockholm the Conferenc'" on
Confidence- and Security-building Measures and Disar
mament in Europe. That conference will take place soon
and will be a step towards mutual trust and disarmament
in Europe.

201. Arms control is a decisive factor-on both the
regional and the world level-in the attainment of the
climate of security and trust essential for the development
of stable and fruitful international relations and thus for
the cultural, social and economic progress of peoples.
202. As we approach the end of 1983, arms control
takes on special relevance in terms of the security of
Europe and the development of closer East-West rela
tions. We are thinking of the need for a minimal balance
in the European theatre. The nuclear escalation is a cause ,
of special and profound concern. We believe that nuclear ~ /.
weapons can and must be dispensed with, but on the basis \ ;
of equitable agreements which would maintain an ade- ;1
quate balance of power at the regional and world levels, }'.1
and not on the basis of unilateral options. Decreased tl
dependence on naclear force is imperative for the exist- ¥: !
ence of a constructive peace policy. !-I

{'--:

203. Recent de"elopments in the strategic arms reduc- ~ 1

tion talks and in the Vienna negotiations on mutual and j: 1
balanced force reductions lead U3 to believe that the pos- ~ !

s.uch .Mr. Da Gama spoke in Portuguese. The English veision of his sibility of achieving significant r~s~lts rem~ns ope~. If J:I
1.1I~a. statement was supplied by the delegation. these two processes and the negotIatIons on mtermediate- tl;\
eSIre : .1
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development of those countries, which are so deeply
threatened by the situation prevailing in the area, is a
priority objective of the co-operation which Portugal has
offered them, an offer which extends also to the other
States of the area: Such co-operation covr.rs all areas,
bilateral and multilateral-in the latter case, with
particular relevance to the objectives set out at the
Southern African Development Co-ordination Confer
ence. Our initiatives are not aimed against any country;
they are in the interest of peace and development in the
area.

\] .
J
I

rangenudcar forces are not obstructed, the prospects for
the success of the Stockholm Conference, arranged in the
context of the Conference on Security and Co-operation
in Europe; will certainly be increased.

204. Portugal affirms the need to arrive at an accept
able compromise at Geneva which will result in military
balance and the reduction of arms and armed forces to
the lowest possible levels, while guaranteeing the objec
tives of peace and security in Europe.
205. The recent inexplicable destruction of an airborne
Korean aircraft, which resulted in the death of 269 inno-
cent people, did not help to persuade the world pub- 209. The centuries-old relations of my country with the
lie of the existence of goodwill or inclination to engage African continent justify the attention which we devote
in dialogue. In perpetrating that act the Soviet Union to its political, social and economic development. It was
committed a crime against humanity without prec- particularly gratifying for us to follow the recent efforts
edent in the history of commercial civil aviation and jeop- of the Conference of Heads of State and Government of
ardized the cause of detente. It is therefore urgently nec- the Organization of African Unity, held at Addis Ababa
essary that it give a satisfactory explanation to the in June, the results of which reaffirmed the traditional
inteti1ational community. Portugal will endorse all meas- African ability to seek solutions to common problems
ures leading to the strengthening of commercial aviation through collective dialogue.
security and to the introduction into the Chicago Con- 0 h
ventionS of norms which will prevent military aircraft 21. T e proposed agreement on the Western Sahara
from attacking civilian aeroplanes carrying defenceless problem is most encouraging for the attainment of peace

in other areas of the continent where the use of force jeop-
passengers. ardizes the viability of the peaceful co-operation essen-
206. The vitally necessary reactivation of the principle tial to the advancement of African peoples. Therefore we
of collective action by full use of the mechanisms pro- hope that the same spirit of conciliation and solidarity
vided for in the Charter of the United Nations presup- will prevail in the present conflict in Chad, bringing about
poses the contribution of all Member States to the search African solutions for African problems. '
for compromises and solutions which will eliminate the
various hotbeds of tension. It was precisely the desire 211. The Palestinian problem is at the core of the
to participate in international efforts likely to give the Middle East crisis, and its solution is a pre-condition in
United Nations the active role it should have in the pres- the search f~'lr a global, just and comprehensive solution
ervation of international peace and security that led that will guarantee the right of all peoples in t'le region
Portugal to attend this year's International Conference to live in peace within universally recognized and re-
on the Question of Palestine and the International Con- spected boundaries. It is urgently necessary that the situ-
ferenee in Support of the Struggle of the Namibian People ation created for the Palestinian people be brought to an
for Independence. In both cases my country's presence end and that they be guaranteed the effective exercise of
reflected its commitment to co-operate in the clarification their right to self-determination. My Government has
of possible means of negotiation which could contribute tried to encourage all formulas that might lead to under-
to the achievement of one of the main purposes of this standing and conciliation and open up prospects which
Organization. will make it possible to break the vicious circle of vio-

lence and overcome the psychological barriers of mistrust
207. My country advocates the accession of Namibia and intransigence.
to independence on a just and realistic basis. Portugal
has on many occasions expressed its unequivocal oppo- 212. It is in this context that the participation of Por-
sition to all acts which could slow down the process tugal in the recent International Conference on the Ques-
intended to assure the Namibian people that it will be tion of Palestine must be considered. In our opinion, the
able to determine its own future in a sovereign and free results of the Conference represent another significant
manner. Therefore, we cannot but feel apprehensive at step towards a global solution of the problem that will,
the delays in the practical implementation of the plan set within the United Nations and in the context of the inter-
out in Security Council resolution 435 (1978), to promote national legitimacy frequently recognized by the interna-
the rapid implementation of which the Council unani- tional community, make p0ssible a basic understanding
mously adopted its resolution 532 (1983) of 31 May 1983. that wi1l1ead to serious and concrete negotiations among
The delay in carrying out the political decisions which all parties involved in the conflict, with due respect for
resulted from a previously achieved international consen- the security of all countries of the area.
sus intensifies the danger of the outbreak of new con- 213. The condemnation of the use of force, so often
frontations, with unforeseeable consequences for inttlr- used in this area, entails Israel's withdrawal from the
national stability. Arab territories occupied since 1967 and the breaking up
208. The Namibian people and the countries of the area of settlements established in those territories, as well as
cannot go on paying the price, in human lives and in the the departure from Lebanese soil 'of the foreign forces
resources necessary for their development, of the perpel:U- not entrusted with an international role. The international
ation of situations which are a clear violation of the most community of States has a duty to restore to Lebanon
fundamental human rights. The Portuguese Government the legitimate and universal right to territorial integrity
and Portuguese public opinion are particularly sensitive and to the free exercise of national sovereignty. Portugal
to the suffering resulting from the repeated acts of aggres- will continue to support all diplomatic activities and
sion and from the illegal occupation of a part of the efforts aimed at the full implementation of all pertinent
territory of Angola and Mozambique, countries with resaJutions of the Security Council, in the conviction that
which we have the deepest sympathy·in their efforts omy peaceful and negotiated solutions of the problems

. to resist any policy of repression and intimidation. afflicting the region can stop the present escalation of
I~; Respect for the national identity and for the right to violence and avert the implicit danger to international .
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resistance by any Member State. Portugal will continue
to have an open mind and will give its total support to
the Secretary-General's actions.
218. Recent news of the increase of military operations
in East Timor and of the difficulties raised concerning
the intervention of the International Red Cross justify
a growing concern on the part of Portugal and of the
world public. Indonesia, because of its past role in the
pn)cess of decolonization and in the crea:::.Jn of the
Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, should cease im
mediately all activities which are not in accordance with
international law and should adopt a position consistent
with the principle of self-determination enshrined in the
Charter. Portugal, which undertook a vast task of decol
onization, would wish, as administering Power and in
co-operation with the Secretary-General, to see the
process completed in relation to East Timor, for the
greater prestige of the United Nations and the universal
heritage of decolonization. The dramatic situation of a
people whose right to existence is unequivocally threat
ened cannot be met with silence or with hypocrisy. The
coherence of principles and not mechanism of powers
must guide the cGnduct of Member States in judging this
question.
219. The thirty-fifth anniversary ofthe Universal Dec
laration of Human Rights is being celebrated this year,
a fitting occasion on which to remember that the Organ
ization is above all an institution at the service of man
kind. Thirty-five years is a short period of time in terms
of history, but the experience acqUired with regard to the
need to pr.otect fundamental human rights is of the
utmost importance. The passing of time has conclusively
confirmed what the Universal Declaration alreadyantici
pated, that is, that such basic matters as the peace, secu
rity and prosperity of the worlc\ are strictly related to the
recognition, protection and advancement of human rights
and fundamental freedoms.
220. In the field of human rights such a perspective lays
on the Organization a dual responsibility: the definition
of principles and the enunciation of a code of conduct
on the one hand, and the supervision of their effective
implementation on the other. With regard to human
rights in particular, the law that we would wish to see
become the rule must be universal. All States are called
upon to play a role in the establishment of that law.
221. The Government of Portugal has already shown
in practice its deep commitment to the achievement of
that goal, as Portugal has become a party to the main
international instruments concerning human rights.
222. The work ofthe United Nations in the creation of
a code of conduct i1J. the field of human rights, while of
the utmost importance, i~ not sufficient. We believe that
there are still several gaps to be filled. I am thinking of
the right to life, enshrined in article 3 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, and of the possibility of
elaborating in the framework of this Organization a
second optional protocol to the International Covenant
011 Civil and Political Rights with a view to abolishing
the death penalty. As a pioneer in this matter, Portugal
has very actively supported this initiative and will
continue to do so.
223. The conference held this year in the context of the
Decade to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination is
undoubtedly an event of great significance to the inter
national community and deserves from us a twofold
evaluation. On the one hand, our participation in the
conference and our favourable vote on the final docu
ments indicate Portugal's firm support for its traditional
conviction with regard to all international efforts to
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security, namely, that resulting from a disproportionate
involvement by the super-Powers.
214. My Government has followed with concern the
tensions created in Central America by the peculiarities
of a political evolution determined by a large number of
factors, in particular the extremely unfavourable social
and economic conditions. The need to avoid in this part
of the world also the extreme recourse to the threat or
use of force makes the search for political solutions
urgent. These will have to take into account the social
and cultural realities of the Latin American peoples and
their yearning for pluralist models of society and must
also respect the principles of non-interference, the invio
lability of the frontiers of the countries in the region,
and the reduction of the accumulation of conventional
weapons. Portugal therefore supports the efforts of the
Contadora Group and all initiatives aimed at the estab
lishment of a climate of mutual tfUJt, dialogue and
non-confrontation which will allow aU interested parties
to safeguard their legitimate interests by means of active
negotiation.
215. The elementary norms of international law en
shrined in the Charter of the United Nations, which ought
to be respected by all Member States, continue to be
infringed on in countries such as Afghcxnistan and Kam
puchea, where the continued intervefition of foreign
military groups hinders the free exercise of the sovereign
will of their respective peoples. The oppression unleashed
in those countries to stifle their legitimate aspiration to
freedom and national independence has provoked the
flight of refugees to neighbouring countries, with dire
conse.quences for "'heir social and cultural balance and an
ever-increasing risk of the armed conflict spreading. We
sincerely hope that the signs aiready perceived of a
political solution to these problems will find concrete
expression, and we support the efforts undertaken by the
Secretary-General to that end, not forgetting the positive
participation of the neighbouring countries, especially
those giving shelter to refugees, in their attempts to
promote the cause of peace.
216. The cause of peace has not yet found an echo in
Iran and Iraq, which are still locked in armed conflict.
I renew here my appeal to them to cease hostilities and
search for a settlement of their differences by peaceful
means.
217. My country's firm devotiofl to the principle ofthe
peaceful and negotiated resolution of conflicts using all
the mechanisms provided for in the Charter of the United
Nations led Portugal to be a sponsor last year of a reso
lution adopted by the Assembly requesting the Secretary
General's intervention in the question of East Timor.
Portugal continues to believe that the framework outlined
in resolution 37/30 of 23 November 1982 is suitable and
therefore respects the Secretary-General's decision to
defer to the next session of the General Assembly the

, often effective fulfilment of the mandate he receiv-ed to find
lm the a solution to the problem. The international (,dh~!T'mnity,
ing up whatever its interests, cannot suppress the right of a
well as people to its cultural, social and political identity or
forces violate decisions of the United Nations. The General
ational Committee, when deferring the debate to the thirty-
:banon ninth session of the General Assembly and k(leping the
tegrity subject on its agenda, was offered no opposition~a fact
>rtugal which cannot but be considered as a clear reinforcement
es and of the role of the United Nations in the treatment of the
rtinent item and of the mandate of the Secre\.ary-General, who
In that has now substantially broadened his basis of legitimacy
Jblems and his effective possibilities of ac!ion. We hope that next
tion of year the Secretary-General will be able to take the appro-
ational priate action and that it will not meet with uncalled-for
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eliminate apartheid, racism and racial discrimination. On production, stabilization of the financial market, strength- Unite
the other hand, we regret that the introduction of ening of the financial system in general, maintenance of Orgal
elements exttaneous to the goals initially agreed upon for open trade relations and the normalization and increase 234.
the Decade made it impossible to take advantage of this of the flow of capital and transfer of resources to sup- tion (
opportunity to create a consensus of the international port and improve the 'development process. partic
community on the abolition of apartheid. Even though 228. My country, which is at an intermediate stage of tive e'
we wish, in the name of values of co-existence historic- economic and technological development, has striven for natiol
ally acquired and defended, to see the apartheid system recognition of the existence of different real levels of interv
completely eradicated, we cannot support formulations in development. Such recognition is essential and would be restin
the Programme of Action adopted '1t the conference [see beneficial. Portugal is simultaneously donor and recipient most
resolution 38/14, annex] which do not aim primarily at of assistance essential to national development. We there- espec
favouring and stimulating the necessary changes in South fore understand not only the difficulties affecting the again
African society. Divided, we shall not serve the elimina- more developed economies, but the needs of tht. devel- in wh
tion of racism or the abolition of racial discrimination. oping world. 235.
224. As for the preparatory activities for the World 229. The problem of energy, which has extremely sibilit
Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements adverse consequences for my country's balance of pay- which
of the United Nations Decade for Women, the inter- ments, the need for investment and technology, the effect more
national community has wisely taken the path of consen- of certain protectionist measures and the difficulties of and f
sus.1\'hen speaking of international activities to eliminate the international financial system constitute limitations hm."m
discrimination based on sex, I cannot fail to mention the to which Portugal is particularly sensitive and which Unite
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Dis- work
crimination Against Women [resolution 34/180], which hamper the implementation of measures necessary to our all pe
enshrines as international law the principle of equality development process. a real
between men and women. The Portuguese Government 230. Portugal's adherence to the European Communi- for cc
follows with the greatest interest the evolution of this ties is one of the first objectives of my Government's the l
important international instrument and expresses its policy and is actively supported by the Portuguese people. 2
satisfaction at seeing a Portuguese woman among the But whilst it is true that political, economic and geo- 36.
experts (~~ected to the committee which controls its graphic ties closely bind my country to Europe and make ~~~~
implementation. our integration entirely valid, Portugal also believes that ' eral j

I al its presence and active participation in the European
225. The wor d economic situation and its politic Communities will give a new dimension to its relations in thi
repercussions are also a cause of concern to my Govern- with countries and peoples from other continents to which to hiI
ment. The complex picture of the world economy reveals we are no less bound by indestructible historic and cul- man)
contradictory signals. Th~re are signs of recovery in some tural ties. I stress our relationship with Africa, which we partil
industrialized economies, but unfortunately the main from
features of the world's worst economic crisis since the consider especially important-in particular, with the sion,
Second World War persist. The interdependency of the Portuguese-speaking African countries. be ab
global economy has today become a clear reality, which 231. The horizons opened up to us are vast, and we at rC!
is finally beginning to be recognized at the highest polit- congratulate ourselves that the existing potential is being 237
icallevel. The recession in the industrialized countries led translated into solid reality. This co-operation has had to tilt
to the stagnation of international trade and the reduc- a predominantly bilateral basis, but, given the economic tophi
tion of the flow of capital to the developing countries. dimensions of our country, we have also tried to resort
Those negative effects in turn caused the increase of to and increase the means of trilateral co-operation, not 238.
unemployment and the worsening of the crisis in th~ more just with third donor countries but also with international comr
developed economies. Whilst it spares no counLry, the institutions on the basis of previous agreements between unse~
recession has affected the least developed countries more the recipient countries and J»ortugal. solve
dramatically. 232. Taking into consideration the fact that in an inter- muni
226. The global problems affecting us urgently demand dependent world information is a decisive factor in the 239.
a global approach and global solutions. From the outset economic, social, cultural, moral and spir~mal develop- emm
Portugal has supported the holding of global negotiations ment of societies and States, it is vital that the inter- to di
which would allow comprehensive and integrated discus- national community create conditions which permit an Gene
sion of the various questions. We continue to support this increasing frp.e exchange of information and an improve- took
project, and we hope that the results of the important ment in the world system of communications without any 240.
meetings which took place this year, such as the Seventh hegemony leading to loss of character. The Portuguese Nati(
Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non- Government understands, and cannot but support, the' been
Aligned Countries, at New Delhi, the Summit of Indus- collective yearning, many times voiced in international recell
trialized Nations at Williamsburg and the sixth session forums, for a new world order of information and com- powe
of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel- munication based on the development of a human and that 1
opment will be translated into concrete results, paving technical infrastructure favouring constructive dialogue the C
the way to a real improvement in the world economic and co-operation between GOT;~rnments, regions, local the p
situation. communities and citizens. This
227. My Government believes in joint, concerted action 233. Portugal considers that freedom of· opinion and stratc

i aimed at restoring economic growth and full employment freedom of expression constitute the basis of all demo- rease
i in a more just world economy and at revitalizing the cratic societies, inasmuch as they are the guarantors of land€

'. i North-South dialogue. It is necessary to create conditions respect for other fundamental rights of man. It is the duty ~~~
. ~\ for a healthy and lasting expansion based on awareness of States to provide the institutional conditions which
1\ et of muttJal interest and interdependence. The harmoni- will permit freedom while respecting plurality of opin- 241.
j zation of economic policies must be carried out so as to ions. l;se being values and' ,bjectives which Portugal ernm

\;
,.... reconcile the efforts of each country and to ensure their defen sand, indeed, implements, my Government would CdlUd€
J real effectiveness in trying to achieve a revitalization of like/to have them shared by a larger number of States, oinl

; ~\ the global economy, promotion ofemployment, increased since their affirmation, enshrined in the Charter of the , . shar€
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United Nations, is one of the fundamental duties of the
Organization.
234. The persistence of situations of conflict, in viola
tion of universally accepted international law, confers
particular importance on the collective efforts at objec
tive evaluation of hotbeds of tension in the present inter
national scene. That is why I do not want to end this
intervention without referring to the heavy responsibility
resting on the United Nations, precisely because it is the
most universal of all international organizations, and
especially on its Secretary-General, whose report is once
again proof of the distinguished and well-balanced way
in which he has carried out his mandate.
235. The efforts made here wm determine the real pos
sibilities of co-operation amohg nations, co-operation
which, given the increasing ties of interdependence, is ever
more essential for international security and prosperity
and for a corresponding climate of justice, peace and
ha:tmony between people. Let us be more loyal to the
United Nation~. Let us fight for the establishment of a
world order or law, which is a permanent aspiration of
all peoples of the earth. Let us make of this institution
a real instrument of harmony, and not a systematic stage
for confrontation. Let us be faithful to the Charter of
the United Nations.
236. Mr. HALLGRfMSSON (Iceland): It gives me
great pleasure to congratulate Mr. IIIueca on his election
to the presidency of the thirty-eighth session of the Gen
eral Assembly. I am confident that his vast experience
in this forum and in world affairs will be of great help
to him in guiding the Assembly towards solutions of the
many problems to be dealt with at this session. I am
particularly pleased to see a distinguished representative
from the Latin American region presiding over this ses
sion, and I sincerely hope that the United Nations will
be able to contribute significantly to current efforts aimed
at resolving burning issues in that part of the world.
237. I should like to take this opportunity to welcome
to the Organization the 158th Member State, Saint Coos
topher and Nevis.
238. I should also like to s~;~e this opportunity to
commend the Secretary-General and his staff for their
unselfish but too often unrewarding efforts in helping to
solve the manifold problems which beset the world com
munity and fall within the scope of the Organization.
239. Earlier this year, members of the Icelandic Gov
ernment and government officials had the opportunity
to discuss some of these questions with the Secretary
General during a most useful official visit that he under
took to the Nordic countries.
240. Ever since Iceland became a Member of the United
Nations in 1946 our participation in the Organization has
been a cornerstone of our foreign })olicy, and this was
recently reaffirmed by the new Government which took
power at the end of May. In the beginning it was our hope
that the Members would have the good fortune to make
the Organization strong and influential enough to ensure
the peaceful settlement of disputes and prevent conflicts.
This hope has unfortunately not been realized, as demon
strated by the current state of world affairs. It is for this
reason and because of a constant threat of war that Ice
landers have been obliged to adopt a security policy based
on the inherent right to self-defence, in accordance with
Article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations.
241. More than three decades ago the Icelandic Gov
ernment deemed it necessary to join NATO and to con
clude a defence agreement with the United States. By
doing so we joined an alliance of friendly nations which
share the same ideals of freedom and democracy. We still
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need this alliance. It is therefore untimely, in the opin
ion of a large majority of my count~r,n, to contem
plate any change in policy in this respect. All of us look
forward to the day when such special defence arrange
ments will no longer be necessary, but we are determined
to maintain our vigilance as long as necessary while also
supporting the United Nations in fulfilling the role which
we originally expected the Organization to discharge. We
wish to add our small but sincere contribution to the
efforts to create a basis for peace and freedom for all
nations.
242. To be sure, the situation around us is not bright,
and any solution seems distant. There are violations of
human rights in Eastern Europe and elsewhere around
the world. There is a war in Lebanon which we hope will
end following the cease-fife. A war between Iraq and Iran
goes on. The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan continues,
in spite of United Nations resolutions, and the Vietnam
ese still remain in Kampuchea. South Africa maintains
its policy of apartheid and completely disregards decisions
by the United Nations. Central America is threatened by
war. And the cruel act of the Soviet Union in shooting
down a Korean passenger aircraft has demonstrated the
use of methods which must not be tolerated or repeated.
243. While this state of affairs continues, it is estimated
that $800 billion will be spent on armaments this year
which certainly could have been better used for other
purposes. It is estimated that that sum of money equals
the income of 1.5 billion people in the world's poorest
countries.
244. Although it is unfortunate that the United Nations
has not been as successful as we originally had hoped,
we must not give up. These fateful issues that concern

.war and peace must continually be under discussion and
(;onsideration by the United Nations in the General
Assembly and the Security Council. The nations of the
world must continue to consult, and arms and might must
not be allowed to resolve the issues. It is particularly
important for small nations like ours that the United
Nations act decisively, even though it m.ay take a long
time before the rule of law and order is respected in rela
tions between nations. The United Nations must be suc
cessful in avoiding the dangers of armed conflicts and
must change its methods to resolve disputes.
245. The difficulty lies in resolving the mutual distrust
that reigns among the nations of the world. Some States
fortunately few-appear to be building up their military
potential to follow up the "'Olicy of domination and
expansion, and others, as a l,;;."ult of this, are compelled
to take corresponding defensive measures.
246. The crux of the matter is the increasing policies
of domination and interference by States in the affairs
of others, coupled with widespread disrespect for human
rights 'Uld an unequal distribution of the wealth of
nations.
247. Soon the thirty-fifth anniversary of the signing of
the United Uations Universal Declaration of Human
Rights will be celebrated. Recently, many of us who are
gathered here agreed to the Concluding Document of the
Madrid meeting, which reiterates the Helsinki Final
Act7 and adds several provisions regarding human
rights, human relations and measures to ensure trust
among nations and peoples.
248. Our belief in fundamental human rights and in the
dignity and worth of the human person is confirmed in
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. These decla
rations must not continue to be a dead letter, as has been
the case in most parts of the world. The gap which sepa
rates solemn obligations and their implementation must
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be bridged. This will best be achieved by instituting and "The efficiency of the Security Council should be
strengthening the system of democracy, in which the improved. The Council should develop procedures for
rights of the individual are observed and secured and initiating action in an early stage of conflicts in order
government is the servant of the people and not their to prevent the use of force. The Council should also
master. devote more attention to the implementation of its deci-
249. I once visited one of the greatest zoos of the world sions. Periodic meetings of the Council in accordance
in the company of its director. I asked the director which with the Charter should be seriously considered.
animal was most difficult to keep. He instantly replied: "Relations of trust and co-operation between the
"Homo sapiens" . Even though such an answer gives food Security Council and the Secretary-General are of cru-
for thought, we do not want a world where people are cial importance for the ability of the United Nations
kept behind bars. We do not want closed borders that to pfl~vent or to solve conflicts. The Secretary-General
turn whole countries into prisons. We believe that free- should be given all possible support in his endeavours
dom of information and human interrelations across to make full use of the role assigned to him by the
borders remove suspicion and that democracy gives pro- Charter in this field." [See A/38/271.]
tection against those who govern. In democracies, the 255. Our hopes will, however, not be realized unless the
leaders must obtain a majority to appropriate funds for atmosphere of hostility which now exists is improved.
armaments, as opposed to the practice of dictatorships. These strained relations are reflected in the work of the
Democracy ;.s therefore a means toward disarmament, but Security Council and, indeed, in that of the whole United
democra,y must not become its own undoing, while dic- Nations system, and they impede the efforts to find solu-
tatoiShips continue their arms buildup. tions to immediate as well as long-term problems.
250. We must maintain our demand for mutual and 256. I have deliberately dwelt on issues that our nations
complete disarmament under effective international and the Organization have not been able to solve. I have
verification. The development of the arms buildup has chosen to discuss the issues generally and on a wide basis,
been such that arms reduction and disarmament will not rather than to go into particular matters. But in spite of
be a simple matter. There is some argument as to how disappointment and near desperation over the many unre-
a balance may be defined and achieved in this respect. solved issues with which the world community is faced,
And the possibility that a scientific breakthrough in let us not forget the progress that we have made on the
this field may alter the overall situation as did the atom issues we have been able to solve. '
bomb in the Second World War encourages the super- 257. One of the most notable accomplishments of the
Powers to spend huge amounts on military research and United Nations is the conclusion of the United Nations
development. Convention on the Law ofthe Sea signed in Jamaica nine
251. These facts should further demonstrate the dire months ago, after long and arduous negotiations. This
need for tangible results in the ongoing negotiations result is a matter for g:-~at satisfaction, and it is hoped
between the super-Powers in Geneva relating to strate- that the Convention will enter into force as soon as pos-
gic weapons and intermediate-range missiles. We welcome sible. It not only marks an end to numerous disputes over
indeed the new United States proposals which Presi- the law of the sea but offers a framework for the settle-
dent Reagan explained earlier today [5th meeting]. Now ment of such conflicts. It also stands as a monument and
it is up to the Soviet Union to respond in a positive as proof, reminding us that with patience and endurance
manner. complex problems facing the world community can be
252. We Icelanders base our economy first and fore- peacefully solved. As such, the Convention is a source
most on the resources of the sea. We are therefore deeply of both satisfaction and encouragement, and holds out
concerned about the military buildup in the oceans. A promise for the future.
minor mishap, not to mention any major disaster, could 258. We all hope that the United Nations may prosper
have the gravest consequences for our fish banks, and and grow in influence in years to come.
thus on the whole on our economy. But not for us alone. 259. Mr. FARAH (Djibouti) (interpretation from
The oceans as a foodstore for mankind, millions ofwhom French): It is an immense pleasure for me to congratu-
are starving, makes their preservation our common con- late Mr. Illueca, on behalf of my delegation, on his elec-
cern. Let us bear this firmly in mind and act accordingly. tion to the presidency of the thirty-eighth session of the
253. Iceland and the other Nordic countries, Denmark, Assembly. His election is a tribute to his country and
Finland, Norway and Sweden, all regard the United decisive proof of the profound confidence which his
Nations as having a key role to play in our efforts to remarkable qualities as a skilled diplomat have inspired
improve the international situation. The noble goals set in his colleagues. We are convinced that he will be able
out in the Charter have as yet to be realized, but the to exercise the necessary skill in conducting the work of
Charter and its goals remain nevertheless valid. We, the Assembly, which has the difficult task of resolving
individually, must all renew our vows to fulfil in good at this session the complex issues before it.
faith the obligations assumed by us under the Charter. 260. I should also like to pay a tribute to Mr. Imre
Some measures are also required to strengthen the ability Hoilai of Hungary, whose efforts and devotion assured
of the United Nations to play its key role, and in par- the success of the preceding session.
ticular to act effectively to halt conflicts and settle crises 261. May I also pay a particular tribute to the Secretary-
in order to preserve peace in the world. General for his constant and unceasing efforts to dis-
254. This last question has of late been the subject of charge the difficult and sometimes dangerous duties
a study undertaken jointly by the five Nordic countries. incumbent upon him in safeguarding the lofty ideals on
That study produced a report which was transmitted to behalf of which the Organization was founded.
the Secretary-General on 10 June last and, at the request 262. My delegation is pleased to congratulate Saint
of the five countries, circulat~d. by him as an official Christgpher and Nevis on its independence and most
document of the General Assembly. I shall ~ite here two warmly/welcomes it~ admission into the always growing
points we consider especially important in the conclusions family of the United Nations. We wish Saint Christopher
of this Nordic report, which we hope will be closely and Nevil!! every success and we look forward to working
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263. Every year we meet in the Assembly to review our its own means, without the financial, material and tech-
experiences and exchange views on current international nical support of the international community. In this
questions in order to try to determine a course of action connection the Government of the Republic is organizing
which could promote international peace and security. a pledging conference, to be held in the city of Djibouti
264. We are concerned and uneasy at the extremely from 21 to 23 November 1983, in order to set out its
unfavourable situation in which the world finds itself development programme and its financing needs in the
because of the escalation of hostilities and the aggrava- hope of winning the support of Member States and inter-
tion of tension on practically all continents. national organizations. The Republic of Djibouti is pin-
265. We are taking part in the work of the United ning all its hopes on the success of this conference for
Nations in the profound conviction that the Organiza- the launching of its socio-economic development pro-
tion can and should be the best possible forum for bring- gramme and the consolidation of its national indepen-
ing about a ~limate of tolerance and justice and creating dence. The implementation of its development pro-
the foundatIOns for a new harmony in international rela- gramme will also help Djibouti to play a full regional
tions. It is in this spirit that the Republic of Djibouti and international role in efforts to promote peace and
remains firmly devoted to the principles and purposes of stability.
the United Nations and that my country joins other States 272. I now turn to the question of refugees. Efforts to
in proclaiming its readiness to co-operate and work in find a solution to this problem have always been a major
full solidarity for the success of this session. We are con- concern for my Government, since there is practically no
vinced that if all countries were more resolutely devoted capacity to absorb refugees in Djibouti. The actions now
to the Organization and its Charter, they could make pro- being taken as a result ofan agreement between the Gov-
gress towards peace and justice and that co-operation ernments of Djibouti and Ethiopia and the United
would be based on the principles of independence, equal- Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in order to fmd
ity and human dignity. a lasting solution to the refugee problem are encour-
266, Thanks to the Almighty, the Republic of Djibouti aging. Repatriation freely consented to by refugees is the
and its Government, guided by the political experience most appropriate solution, The process of repatriation
and wisdom of President Hassan Gouled Aptidon, have on a strictly voluntary basis is backed up by a programme
adopted a policy aimed at granting to all, within the avail- to rehabilitate refugees in their countries of origin. The
able resources, the exercise of basic social, economic, programme is spread over several months. Initial opera-
political and religious rights, as well as full enjoyment tions started on 19 September 1983, and 700 refugees have
of freedom. already been resettled in their villages of origin.
267. The Republic of Djibouti is resolved to create and 273. Since the achievement of our own objectives has
develop the bases of its economic and social structures, taught us to coexist with all countries in a genuine spirit
in keeping with the principle of collective self-sufficiency, of co-operation and understanding, we are equally
in order to achieve its national objectives. My Govern- devoted to the principle of good-neighboudiness, and we
ment is endeavouring to resolve the very serious economic reaffirm our desire to maintain a prudent policy of posi-
difficulties impeding progress towards those aims. tive neutrality in our international relations.
268. The economy ofthe Republic of Djibouti consists 274. We respect and fully support the tireless efforts
mainly of the service sector. This service economy is being made by the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries
entirely dependent on trends in international trade, which to preserve the principles and fundamental ideals on
are beyond our control. The urgent need to offset the which it was founded, in the teeth of the constant ten-
risks of the dependence involved in this kind of economy sions engendered by the international crisis. We are
has prompted the Government of Djibouti to launch a convinced that these ideals are in complete harmony with
comprehensive programme to revitalize and modernize the principles to which the non-aligned countries intend
its tertiary sector and to create a sound foundation for to adhere both nationally and internationally.
the development of a productive but diversified economy 275. We call upon all countries to respect the sovereign
by promoting new sectors, such as industry, agriculture, and inalienable rights of other countries which are free
livestock farming and fisheries. to choose, without foreign influence, the nature of their
269. The recent inclusion of Djibouti on the list of least political, economic and social systems, as well as the kind
developed countries emphasizes the fact that it is ur- of relations they want to have with other States and inter-
gently necessary to help Djibouti overcome its economic national organizations.
difficulties. 276. We vigorously oppose and condemn the oppres-
270, In order to resolve its economic problems the sion of one people by another and the denial of the exer-
Government of Djibouti has decided to adopt a devel- cise of the fundamental rights of a people, We equally
opment strategy with various goals, The development c~m~emn all polic!es ?f ~egr:gationand racism, including
targets of the Republic of Djibouti are set forth in the Zlomsm, racial dlscnmmatlon and apartheid.
Economic and Social Guidelines Law and comprise the 277. We are deeply concerned by the constant rivalry \
development of Djibouti as a major maritime port, between the super-Powers, which are vying for various jl i

efforts to combat poverty in urban and rural areas spheres of influence in many parts of the world, We are .
industrialization and reduction of food dependence and convinced that this rivalry fosters tension in these areas t!
ehnergy depend1enche. If tl~dese targets are met, Djibouti will and we make a pressing appeal to them to refrain fro~ 1, i

ave not on y t e so I foundations so essentia\ for undertaking' any actions and initiatives which would !".i
developing its economic activities but also a better chance aggravate an already extremely perilous international~IJI
?f reaching a level of economic viability that will enable situation.
It to contribute to efforts to achieve collective self- ILl
sufficl'ency, as reflected I'n the actl'on bel'ng undertaken 278. Regarding the international economy, the events it'

b ' of recent years have increased the tensions whichbeset~i
~o n

l
ng. about vita~le economic co-operation among the international economic relations, and we are very con- ~. !,

eve opmg coun nes. cerned about the deterioration of the world economic sit- F
271. The Republic ~f Djibouti cannot, however, suc~ uation, The speed and extent of the effects of the l-j
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at the growth of tension in that part of the world. The
Republic of Djibouti attaches great importance to the aim
of making the Indian Ocean a zone of peace because we
are aware of the security questions raised by that con
cept, particularly fdr the littoral and hinterland States.
This is why we fully support the desire expressed by these
States as well as by other peace-loving countries which
intend to turn the Indian Ocean into a zone of peace, as
clearly provided in the pertinent resolutions of the Gen
eral Assembly. We commend the efforts of the Ad Hoc
Committee on the Indian Ocean to convene the Confer
ence on the Indian Ocean at Colombo in the near future.
In this respect, we should once again like to make an
appeal to all Member States to co-operate in ensuring the
success of this Conference.
286. The situation in the Middle East continues to
threaten the stability of the ,countries in the region, as
well as international peace and security. The premeditated
actions of the Israeli aggressors against Arab countries
and the Palestinian people have taken on alarming dimen
sions which have unmasked the true face of zionism.
Israel, protected by its faithful allies, has not balked at
committing increasing acts of violence against the inhab
itants of the occupied Arab territories, particularly by
pursuing its expansionist policies by setting up illegal
colonies and by endeavouring to modify the status of the
Holy City of JerusaJem.
287. It is extremely regrettable that all solutions hitherto
proposed to resolve the crisis in the Middle East have not
touched the root of the problem of the Middle East. The
entire world is convinced that there can be no just and
lasting peace in the Middle East as long as the inalien
able rights of the Palestinian people are not fully recog
nized and exercised, including its right to return to its
homeland and to establish its own independent Pales
tinian state. All the efforts to resolve peacefully the ques
tion of the Middle East should involve the full association
of the PLO, the sole legitimate representative of the
Palestinian people, in all negotiations which directly or
indirectly affect the fate of the Palestinians.
288. The final declaration of the Third Islamic Sum
mit Conference, which was held at Mecca-Taif in Janu
ary 1981,16 as well as the peace plan adopted at the
Twelfth Arab Summit Conference, in September 1982 at
Fez,14 indicate how anxious the Arab and Islamic world
is to find a peaceful solution to the problem of the Mid
dle Ea.st. This plan takes into account the real intentions
of the Arab and Muslim peoples and is in harmony with
the resolutions of the United Nations on the question: of
Palestine.
289. In view of this situation and all the peace efforts,
the Security Council should meet its responsibilities
towards the Palestinian people and make the necessary
arrangements to endorse and to follow up the Geneva
Declaration on Palestine and the Programme of Action
adopted at the International Conference on the Question
of Palestine held in September.15
290. Lebanon is agony, seeing its sons dying in a war
which is not of its own making. The situation which pre
vails in this country is, simply, the obvious consequence
of the repeated aggression to which this State has been
subjected. The whole of international opinion has many
times condemned Israel's efforts to undermine Lebanese
sovereignty.
291. We stand aghast at the magnitude of the bloody
events which are destroying the human and material
resources of Lebanon. We stand amazed at the inter-
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have taken on catastrophic proportions and threaten the
peace and stability of the most seriously affected regions.
279. To face the present difficulties affecting the world
economy and the structural and adjustment problems in
all sectors of the national economy, we must seek the best
possible way of working out a new order of international
economic relations which will help to promote economic
and social stability. No one can gainsay the vital need
for economic recovery at a time when three quarters of
the world population are in an extrr.mely difficult eco
nomic situation, with very dubious economic pm'gects,
and when one third of this population live in a state of
poverty and deprivation. The world cannot stand idly by
while vast human and material resources are wasted on
the arms race. There can be no equitable and viable sys
tem of international economic co-operation without a
radical change in existing structures.
280. Furthermore, the countries of the third world can
no longer accept a status which does not involve them
on an equal footing in world efforts to promote genuine
economic development in conditions of stability that will
give every citizen of these countries the opportunity and
the right to enjoy a decent social, eco"lomic and political
,life.
281. The crisis at present besetting the world has high
lighted the interdependence of nations, and growth can
be ensured only through close international co-operation.
The Republic of Djibouti is convinced that only joint
action on the part of all countries will make it possible
to restructure the world economy and to establish more
equitable and sound relations.
282. We are very pleased to see that tl'e international
community has been pursuing a construe jve and serious
dialogue in various international forums in various capi
tals and other important cities of t~le world, as part of
those efforts designed to resolve equitably the difficul
ties in international economic systems. We are commced
that the Seventh Conference of Heads of State or Gov
ernment of Non-Aligned Countries, which was held at
New Delhi in March 1983, the Fifth Ministerial Meeting
of the Group of 77, at Buenos Aires in April, the Sum
mit of Industrialized Nations at Williamsburg the follow
ing month and the sixth session of the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development, at Belgrade in
June, have all provided excellent opportunities for seek
ing better solutions to the international economic crisis.
283. Despite all these valuable efforts, we have noted
that the prospects for economic recovery are not very
encouraging, particularly in the developing countries, and
even less in the least developed countries. Nevertheless,
we have not lost hope. In this connection, we would like
to give our full support to a positive, world-wide dialogue
designed to evolve a concerted and global programme of
action which coulct revitalize the world etonomy and give
it new impetus, while at the same time contributing to
the accelerated development of the countries of the third
world.
284. I turn now to the Horn of Africa. Since indepen
dence the Republic of Djibouti has always felt that only
dialogue among the parties involved could establish a
peace process in that region and has observed a construc
tive neutrality in this conflict. We have supported all
efforts to bring about direct negotiations between the
belligerents. We remain convinced that it is only dialogue
among the parties to the conflict which will make it pos
sible to reduce tensions and to find a just and peaceful
solution to the problems which prevail in that region.,
285. As to the region of the Indian Ocean, the Repub- ference which has plunged this country into the shadows.
lic of Djibouti, a littoral State, is particularly concerned It is high tim~ that the voice of wisdom prevailed and
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that the carnage was ended. It is high time for all sides fair elections in Namibia under the supervision and con-
to take into account the major and legitimate interests trol of the United Nations. Despite the intensive consul-
of the Lebanese people. tations aimed at facilitating the speedy execution of the
292. We welcome the efforts made by the Kingdom of United Nations plan for the independence of Namibia,
Saudi Arabia together with the Lebanese and Syrian South Africa is deliberately trying to deflect the atten-
brothers which have led to a cease-fire. It is our hope and tion of the world public from these objectives and uni-
our desire that this laudable action will be crowned with laterally puts forward unacceptable pre-conditions in
success and that these efforts will make it possible to order to thwart any efforts and to prolong the negotia-
resolve the Palestinian problem and will lead to lasting tion process which is supposed to lead to the indepen-
peace and stability in the Middle East. dence of Namibia under the aegis of SWAPO, the sole
293. The Republic of Djibouti, which supports all legitimate representative of the Namibian people.
efforts at negotiation and dialogue, is fiercely opposed 300. It is regrettable that the Security Council cannot
to all those who want to use this tragic situation as a fulfil its basic responsibility by preventing South Africa
pretext for splitting up this State. Lebanon must preserve f~om continuing to subject the Namibian people to this
its integrity; Lebanon must maintain its sovereignty; barbaric treatment and consolidating its policy of occu-
Lebanon is one and indivisible. pation of the Namibian territory.
294. We are extremely troubled by the fact that the con- 301. We condemn the criminal acts of terrorism and
flict between Iran and Iraq continues. This has inevitably armed aggression of South Africa against the indepen-
resulted not only in a depletion of the material and human dent States surrounding it, that is, the front-line States.
resources of those two fraternal Islamic countries, but 302. The tragedy in Chad has, to our great regret,
in a threat to peace and security in that region and in the become a dangerous situation which may well threaten
rest of the world. Once again we reiterate our full sup- peace and security in Africa. We have been following with
port for the efforts and the good offices of the United grave concern and great exasperation the vicissitudes of
Nations, the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, the this ill-fated and fratricidal war, which is draining the
Organization of the Islamic Conference and the Gulf material a..~d human resources of that country and de-
Co-operation Council in the search for a peaceful solution stroying the infrastructure so necessary to it. We are
to this unhappy problem. We urge them once again to alarmed at the escalation of the conflict which continues
redouble their efforts to reach a cease-fire agreement to prolong the s'1ffering of the people of Chad and which
which will make it possible to re-establish peace in that may well lead to a serious conflict that could take on
region. unforeseeable dimensions.
295. We wish to pay a tribute to the Government of Iraq
for having taken the positive initiative of proposing a 303. We consider that any initiative on Chad must be

aimed at achieving an immediate cease-fire and the with-
suspension of military operations against Iran and ending drawal of fo reign troops to make it possible for the
the war. We urge the other party to undertake the same various factions among the people of Chad to become
commitment. We appeal to those two fraternal Islamic reconciled and to repair the damage done. We urge these
countries to realize the need to resolve their disputes in factions to work together to bring about the national
accordance with the principles of the Islamic fraternity reconciliation that would provide a sound foundation for
and the solidarity of States members of the Movement
of Non-Aligned Countries, in order to prevent any further lasting peace in Chad. We insist that any agreement
bloodshed and destruction. concerning the people of Chad should protect them

from any intervention, interference or domination from
296. The prevailing situation in southern Africa is a abroad.
subject of grave concern to the international community
and, more specifically, to Africa. The constant tensions 304. Regarding Western Sahara, we reaffirm the right
and conflicts in this region cannot be eliminated as long of the Sahraoui people to self-determination. In this
as the apartheid system of South Africa is not abolished connection we welcome the efforts of the OAU to pro-
and as long as Namibia is not completely rid of the illegal mote a just and final settlement of the problem of West-
occupation of the South African regime. Maintaining its' ern Sahara. We urge the members of the Implementation
intransigent attitude, the Pretoria regime has not changed Committee, together with the parties to the conflict and l
its policies or its methods of repression of the African in co-operation with the United Nations, to take all the I ;
majority in South Africa. Although it has been an object necessary steps to ensure that the recommendations of 1
of universal censure, the Pretoria regime continues to defy the OAU are properly applied. f
inlte~ationfalhPUubli~ 0dPinNio~, as well as the relevant res- 30h~' h Iht is 0bur hopeI thalt th

l
e recentddibPlomatic efforts ll'

o utlons 0 t e mte atlons. w IC ave een re ent ess y pursue y the Maghreb
297. We are profoundly convinced and persuaded that States will also make an effective contribution to what !
no peaceful change can take place until global economic is already being done by the OAU and the United Nations \1\

sanctions are imposed as part of a concerted international to resolve the question of Western Sahara.
plan and until a total embargo on weapons is rigorously 306. The situation in Afghanistan is a subject of grave I '
applied against South Africa, in accordance with the concern to us ail, and a solution must be found for this I !,

recommendations of the International Conference on crisis. We profoundly regret the fact that the occupying ! I
Sanctions against South Africa, which was held in Paris Power has as yet not seen fit to comply with the provi- !' I

in May 1981.17 sions <?f General Assembly resolution 37/37. In that ftlj'
298. The deadlock in Namibia may well have unfortu- resolution the vast majority of the international commu- i:l~".."'•..l
nate repercussions and may permanently endanger peace nity called for the immediate withdrawal of foreign troops ,
and security in that region. from Afghanistan.
299. It has become clear that the South African regime 307. Military intervention and domination have created I~~ !
is no longer prepared to accept a negotiated settlement a tragic situation in Afghanistan, threatening peace and ~.I
of the Namibian question on the basis of the implemen- security in that part of the world and thus contributing i.t.,i
tation by the United Nations of Security Council resolu- to the deterioration in international relations. The con- J
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jeopardizing the principles of non-intervention and non
interference, as well as the independence, sovereignty,
territorial integrity and non-aligned status of the States
of the region. We are convinced that the only way to put
an end to the tragedy of Afghanistan is to respect those
principles and to call for the immediate withdrawal of
all foreign troops from Afghanistan so that the people
of that country may once again enjoy the right to choose
their own political, economic and social system free from
outside intervention and so that the Afghan refugees may
return freely to their homes in peace and in dignity.
308. The situation in Kampuchea has not changed,
uespite repeated appeals by the international community
and the General Assembly for a speedy, comprehensive
settlement of this conflict. The Republic of Djibouti
reiterates that it is essential for all foreign forces to
withdraw from Kampuchea and that there should be an
overall political settlement cf this question.
309. With regard to the question of Korea, the Gov
ernment of Djibouti is firmly convinced that inter-Korean
negotiations are the only political course for that country
to follow. It is essential that this dialogue, in which
neither party imposes its views on the others, be re
sumed as quickly as possible, given the urgent need to
reduce present tensions, to re-establish trust between
the parties and to bring about a lasting peace in the
Korean peninsula.
310. In conclusion, we hope and trust that peace and
prosperity will prevail over tension and war. The Assem
bly, we are quite certain, will respond to the hopes of
millions of human beings who wish to build the future
of their nation in peace and to construct a better world,
where human life will be more real, more concrete.
Human beings, wherever they may be, have not been put
on earth to make war but to enjoy peace in justice and
equality. Compromise, dialogue and co-operation should
he our guiding values in helping us to break the equilib
rium ofterror and fear. We must all concert our efforts
and our actions in order to realize the legitimate aspira
tions of our peoples.
311. The PRESIDENT (interpretation/rom French): I
shall now call on any representatives who wish to speak
in exercise of the right of reply.
312. Mr. BARRINGTON (United Kingdom): Thank
you, Mr. President, for allowing my delegation to exercise
its right to reply to the speech of the Minister for External
Relations of Argentina. It has been a long day, and I shall
say no more than a few sentences.
313. The Minister for External Relations of Argentina
chose to use the podium in this general debate for a
lengthy denunciation of the policies of the United King
dom in carrying out its Charter responsibilities towards
the people of the Falkland Islands, especially its duty to
defend them against external aggression. Although his
many and varied accusations were without foundation,
my delegation will not rebut them point by point now.
There is a separate agenda item on the question of the
Falkland Islands which will provide the proper place for
detailed debate.
314. For the moment I should only like to express my
delegation's continued astonishment at the absence in the
Argentine Minister's speech of any reference to Argen
tina's deliberate and unprovoked invasion of the Falkland
Islands last year, while the process of negotiation was
continuing, or of any mention of the Falkland Islanders'
right to self-determination, on which the process of
decolonization is based.

315. Mr. BEAUGE (Argentina) linterpretation from
Spanish): The delegation of Argentina cannot accept what
has just been said by the representative of the United
Kingdom. ,
316. The question of the Malvinas Islands is very clear,
as was said during this very meeting of the General
Assembly by my country's Minister for External Rela
tions and Worship. The General Assembly and Special
Committee on decolonization have recognized the exist
ence of a dispute over sovereignty between the United
Kingdom and Argentina and have expressly stated that
negotiation between the parties, under the auspices of the
Secretary-General, is the appropriate means to settle this
dispute and questions pending between the two countries.
Consequently, my delegation repeats that there is no
justification whatsoever for the present position of the
United Kingdom in rejecting the General Assembly's
mandate. The arguments and references just made by the
United Kingdom representative are part of a plan to
maintain in the South Atlantic a colonial situation unac
ceptable to the international community.

317. The General Assembly decided to include the
question of the Malvinas Islands in its agenda, and at the
appropriate time my delegation will speak specifically on
that item.

The meeting rose at 7.40 p.m.
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