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1. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanlsh): The
General Asseinbly will hear a statement by Mr. Jullus
Nyerere, President of the United Republic of Tanzania.
On behalf of the Assembly, I have the honour to welcome
hitm to the United Nations and to invite him to address
the Assembly.

2. Mr. NYERERE (United Republic of Tanzania):
First, 8ir, let me take this oY ortunity to congratulate
you on your election as President of this session of the
QGeneral Assembly, Your long diplomatic experience and
‘our proven personal abilities mean that the Assembly
will be in good hands under your leadsrship. You have
the good wishes of the Tanzanian people as you carry
out this onerous task, and you can rest assured of the
full co-operation of the Tanzanian delegation throughout
your year of office.

3. I should also like to pay tribute to the Secrstary-
General for the work he has already done te strengthen
the Organization, and in particular for his efforts in
southern Africa. As [ have sald from this rostrum previ-
ougly, the Secratary-General and his staff can do no more
than to assist us, the Members of the United Nations,
1o make decisions in the cause of peace and to facilitate
the implementation of any decisions we make, United
Natons peace-keeping forces can buy time for us. But if
we, the Members, and in particular the powerful Mem-
bers, do not really want peace or are not prepared to pay
even a small frice for peacs, the United Nations staff can
achieve very little, if anything. I can therefore only thank
them, and particularly the able Secretary-General, for
their great efforts on our behalf,

4. I last spoke to the General Assembly during its
twenty-fifth session [/867:h meeting], in October 1970,
devoting the bulk of my speech to the problems of colo-
nfaltem and raclsm in southemn Africa. Progress has been
made since then. Angols, Mozambigue and the other
Territories which were Portuguese colonics at that time
are now soveriegn nations and Members of this bedy. So
is Zimbabwe. But peace and freedom have not come to
our region.

5. The danger that the freedom struggle in southern
Africa will be confused by the East-West power conflict
has become greater and more obvious. Namibia is still
occupied by South Africa, and the teuntative movements
towards the isolation of apartheid South Africa from the
wnrld community which could be discerned during the
1970s are now apparently being reversed. Indeed, far
from being forced to the defensive by world pressure,
South Africa has been allowed to attack its neighbours
with little reaction from the international community.
It has received only verbal condemnation—if that—in

résponse to its ralds into Mozambique and Lesotho, its
destabilization activities in those couatries and also in
Zimbabwe and Zambia and Its innumerable aggressive
actlons eﬁamst Aungola, culminating {n the occupation of
part of Augolan territory.

6. South Africa's attempts to destabllize its nelghbours
are intonsifying, yet South Afxica is tregted by many of
us as i1 {t were a respectable member of the world com-
musity which could be encouraged by constructive en-
gagement into belng a good nelghbour, And when these
countries look for world support, some Members of the
United Nations advise that if they would only avoid
provoking South Africa they would not suffer from the
economic, social and political problems which the South
African attacks create for them, The provocation referred
to is their open and public opposition to apartheld and
the reception of refugees from gpartheld South Africa.

7. Unfortunately for South Africa’s neighbours, the real

provecation they offer is their very existence, The exam-

ple, sspecially along its borders, of independent nations

which proclaim the equality of man and are trying to

gromete human dignity is a continual threat to the apart-
eld réglme.

8. The choice facing South Africa’s neighbours is there-
fore very clear: either they become accomplices of this
raclst réglme or they must prepare to defend themselves
agalnst its attacks. And the United Natlons has either to
support them in thele defence or to become itself an
accompiice of the racist State’s attacks on its own people
and its neighbours. In this context the United Nations
means all our States, severally and jointly. Neutralit{ on
racism is immoral and politically unsustainable in the long
fu,

9. Nor is it only in relation to apartheid that the United
Natlons has a responsibility to impress its will upon South
Afrlca, We—the United Nasions—have withdrawn South
Africa’s mandate for the government of Namibia, After
tong discussions and consultations the Security Council
resolution 435 (1978), as long as five years ggo.
t was d to offect a transfer of power o the fe
of Namibia snd bring an end to the war of liberaﬁon
being waged there. Negotiations about implementation
have since thep on ot 2 insil’s pace, South Africs
has been conmstantly steliing and manufacturing new
objections to the plan, while the South West Africa
People’s Org on [SWAPO] makes concession after
concession In the search for peace.

10. As a result of the Security Council’s deliberations,
the Secretary-General has recently assumed a central role
in the negotiations. Acting on our behalf he visited South
Africa, He has reported that the transition plan as set
aut and negotiated has now been accepted by both sides,
but South Africa refuses to begin its implementation
becausc Angola has troops from Cuba helping it to
defend its sovereignty and territorial integrity.

11. I must reiterate once more that Tanzania categori-
cally rcjects this attempt to link the independence of
Namibia with the withdrawal of Cuban troops from
Angola. We know that South Africa has adopted this
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policy in the last two years on the encouragement of a
permanent member of the Security Council, We know
that South Afrlca is remaining stubborn with tho encour-
agement of that State, Tanzania still says that Angola is
an indepondent soversign State which has suffered from
oxterital aggression from the moment of its birth, It
has a right to decide for itsclf on its defence needs.
The attempts to link the indepondence of Namibla with
Angola’s sovereign decisions has to be rejected by the
whole of the United Nations.

12, The people of Namibia have a country, It {s the
freedom of that country to govern itself that they are
fighting for. What they suffer is coutinued colonialism
under South Africa. They do not suffer from homeless-
ness, The non-white people of South Africa have a coun-
try, South Africa. What they suffer are the evils of raclal
discrimination under aparthield. Even the attempts by
South Africa to deprive its black people of their citizen-
ship by the creation of so-called independent homelands
is not recognized by the international community. We
continue to recognize the right of the people of South
Africa to all of South Africa.

13. But the people of Palestine have no home. They are
a nation without a country. In 1947, long before Tanzania
came into existence, the General Assembly decided that
in order to give a homeland to the homeless Jewish people
the land of Palestine should be divided into two. That
decision had its own complications. Not surprisingly, the
Palestinians and other Arabs rejected it and resisted its
implementation. But, faced with the background of the
suffering of the Jewish people in Burope, the interna-
tional community proceeded with the Partition Plan
[resolusion 181 (1)), The rationale for that decision was
tfo undo the wrong done to the Jewish people by Hitlerite
ascism.

14. Today it is the people of Palestine who are homeless,
Even their right to Gaza and the West Bank is disputed.
How can humanity tolerate this injustice? How can the
international community recognize the “‘right’’ of the
Jewish people to a part of Palestine and yet deny the Arab
people of Palestine the right to form their own State on
at least part of that territory?

15. Tanzania recognizes the State of Israel, but we do
not reco, that State’s right to deny a homeland to
the people of Palestine and to refuse to negotiate with
the genuine representatives of that people, the Palestine
Liberation Organization [PLO]. Nor do we recognize
Issael’s right to commit aggression at will against its
neighbours, occupying large s of Lebanon and mak-
ing its withdrawal conditional upon the actions of others.

16. The United Nations promoted the creation of the
State of Israel. Both super-Powers were involved, to-
g:ther. in the original decision to divide Palestine. Both

ve a responsiblity to work together, and {n concert with
the international community, to ensure that the Pales-
tinian people exercise their inalienable right to self-deter-
mination—including the right to establish an independent
State of their own in Palestine.

17.  Let me now turn to a world problem which has very
special relevance to and importance for Africa.

18. In the General Assembly, in innumerable other large
and small international gatherings and in several high-
level international commissions, we have discussed the
problems of world poverty, the workings of the world
trading and financial institutions and the economic re-
sponsibilities of our nations one to another. Yet the harsh
truth is that the indecency—nay, the obscenity—of unal-
loyed poverty is now more widespread and afflicts more
people in the world than ever before. The gap between

rich nations and poor nations gets larger and larger with
overy year that passes. And in the last few years many
African countries have experienced an objective fall, as
well as a relative fall, in an already abysmally low level
of national wealth. Finally, the intimate financial and
economie links between third world countries and the
developed nations have caused the problems of third
world national poverty to impinge with damaging effect
on the economies of the wealthy nations.

19. Those are facts, They are indisputable. I think there
is general agreement that they are ultimately {ncompatible
with world peace. But when we get to analysing their
causes and the actions necessary to change them, then
differences arise amongst us; in particular, differences
arise between what {s now known as the “‘economic
South’’ and the dominant members of the “‘economic
North*’. Furthermore, our discussions have recently
become increasingly barren; less and less of substance has
resulted from more and more international conferences.

20, Qenerally, we have concluded our mestings by
congratulating ourselves and each other on our speeches
and agreelng to meet again in a further attempt to reach
a congensus on united action. Occasionally, some indi-
vidual countries have increased their economie aid to the
poor nations or improved the terms of their assistance
as a result of a meeting. But at different times, other
States have decreased their aid or worsened its terms. In
any case, the substance and the basis of the economic
relations between our States have only on the rarest
occasions been made noticeably better by our meetings,
Indeed, judging by the evidence of Jhe economic crisis
which now grips the whole world, these relations have
got worse. Meanwhile, the present international systems
and institutions have proved less and less able to fulfil
the functions of promoting trade and prosperity through-
out the world, Where are we going wrong?

2f. At our conferences we meet as Governments. This
is natural because there are decisions to be made. Our
purgose is to discuss a problem and find a solution. But
each of us begins by stating our own position on it—
what we think is wrong and what kind of action, if any,
we are prepared to support. From these fixed positions
we proceed to bargain. In committees and in the corridors
of our conferences we discuss who will give way a little
on one thir:‘xi and what they will demand in return, In 8
large gathering there are usually the ‘‘hard-liners’’ and
sometimes the ‘‘mediators”” in between them. The result
is either an apparent triu::lvgh for the most intransigent—
an intransigence which will be meaningless unless the
stubborn Government also has power—or a fudged con-
sensus subject to a dozen different interpretations, with
little if any resulting action. For we have met as opponents
and we part as opponents, whether or not we all claim
victory or all regard the outcome of our meeting as a
defeat.

22. Yet it is becoming increasingly clear that we have
many conunon international economic goals. It also
appears likely that positively directed discussion could
I?ad to agreement on how we can work together to fulfil
thiem.

23. First, all nations—capitalist, sucialist, agricultural,
industrial, poor and rich—want and need some kind of
international economic stability. Business organizations,
whether public or private, prefer to have some advance
knowledge of their future costs of production and the
quantities of raw materials likely to be needed or avail-
able. The longer the gestation period for an investment,
the more important stability becomes for those consid-
ering such investment, Workers also want an assurance
that they will be able to carn their living in the future.
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So the priority issue for all of us is the creation, or re-
establishment, of that cconomic stability which is a nec-
cssary basis for our future welfare, In the 1950s and 1960s
this job was done, to at least a reasonable extent, by IMF
and other Bretton Woods organizations, Clearly, they no
longer fulfil that function. They are still in existence, yot
thete is no stability and even less economic progress.
24, Sccondly, none of our nations wants famine and
starvation, ¢pldemics and plagues, or the consequential
soctal unrest and war, anywhere in the world, These evils
can no longer be confined within national boundaries;
their offects overflow into countries even thousands of
tniles away. We must tackle the Problem of world poverty
together, The question for us all is not whether we should
do so but how we can act together more effectively.
25, Thirdly, all of us—rich and poor nations—want to
increase the wealth produced and available to our own
people. Whether we are clected or not, all our Govern-
ments know that we have a greater chance of avoiding
trouble when our people are enjoying a rising standard
of living, and vice versa, And all of us know, I think,
that soctal unrest In another country can affect our own
nation if we normally trade with it or for other reasons
have close contact with it.
26. This legitimate interest in each other’s progress and
welfare does not give any nation the right to interfere
golitically in the affairs of another State, It implies,
owever, that in the longer run we all suffer if the inter-
national economic system constantly adversely affects the
rewards which a particular tyfe of economy or worker
can earn, It means that we would all benefit from a system
which facllitates the prosperity of those to whom we
mifht wish to sell and which safeguards our creditors’
ability to repay us by producing and selling goods, Beo-
nomically, an impoverished customer is no good to a
shopkeeper, a destitute man is no use to a farmer and
a bankrupt creditor is a disaster for a bank.
27. ‘These interests we all have in common, all of us.
But at present it is not clear whether, in the face of the
current world economic crists, the rich nations still under-
stand that they are unavoidably linked with the poor. For
we hear of economic profjectlons and of action pro-
grammes which talk as’if recovery from the present
recession must start among the rich, inte and
amongst themselves. The poor nations, it is said, will then
be “pulled up’® by—and after—the rich, when these have
overcome their own problems of unemployment, low
demand and low production. In the meantime, it Is sug-
gested that the transfer of resources from the rich to the
£ must be reduced in real terms and that any sizeable
ncrease in international liquidity must be rejected for fear
of its possible inflationary effects upon the rich countries.
28. This talk, and the actions based on it, provide
another example of the faiture to look at & world problem
from a world perspective, to the ultimate detriment of
rich as well as poor. In 1980 the Brandt Commission
report' spoke of the urgent need for international action
to avert the dangers of economic, social and political
collapse in many of the third world countries, with con-
sequential implications for peace in the world and pros-
perity in the developed nations. It made proposals, which
have not been implemented.
29.  Earlier this year a sccond report was published by
the Commission.? This also made proposals, practical
proposals drawn up by pc?lc who come from North and
South and have diverse ideclogical approaches to eco-
nomic problems. Judging by the sixth scssion of the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development,
held at Belgrade from 6 June to 2 July 1983, and many
other indications, it appears that once again we are going

to ignove their hard work and thelr success in reaching
agresment on matters of substasnce. Yet tho events of 1980
to 1983 have borne out the first analysls of the Brandt
Commission. There has been social upheaval and finan-
clal or economic erisis, along with political unrest and
shifting alliances, {n many poor countries of the world,
Also, "‘cconomic recovery” in the developed nations
keeps “‘beginning’’ —and being put back by the threat of
some new disaster in the third world, or some new and
economically induced change in the pattern of world
political relationships.

30. In pointing to these facts it is not my intention
to attribute bad faith to the people of any nation or to
any leader, still less to abuse any of them. Just as the
world is overflowing with examples of avoldable misery,
destitution, and death, so it is full of examples of human
fenerosity to other human belngs. The problem does not
ie in the deliberate inhumanity of Keople in the rich
countries, nor in the malevolence of the world’s leaders.
1t lies in our failure to recognize that the problem of the
poor natfons is but part—albeit a verK urgent part—of
a common and joint world problem, This requires action
from all of us according to our relative strength.

31, Bven the priority s)aﬂ of the problem which relates
to the poor countries is not simple. Nor Is it a single
problem. We, the poor, are frequentl¥ told of the millions
of dollars which have been “poured into’’ our countries.
And some economic aid has been given. Our failures and
our mistakes are pointed out to us—and they do exist.
For the whole programme Is, In historical terms, in its
infancy, We are all, donor and reciplent countries, lenders
and borrowers alike, learning how to develop a nation
in the 20th century world by trying to develop. We are
all learning to walk by walking. And simultaneously with
the deliberate transfer of resources to the third world
through aid, concessional loans or private investment,
there 1s an automatic and unnoticed transfer of rezources
from the poor third world to the rich nations as debts
are repaid with interest—sometimes very high interest—as
grofits of third world enterprises are paid out for dis-

ursement elsewhere and ag the terms of international
trade move relentlessly against the primary producers.
32, The economic crisis and imbalance in the world
does exist, There is widespread unemployment in the
North and ever slower economic growth rates; interna-
tional debt crises threaten the whole structure of world
trade and finance; the least developed countries get even
poorer and their prospect of future advance gets fainter.
At the same tinte, the North-South negotiations have
stagnated, and thers are some who would rather that there
were no global negotiations. Where do we go from here?
What is the way cut of the morass into which we seem
to be blundering?

33, This world problem can be solved only by all nations
working together. That is why we, the poor, have been
appealing to the great nations of the world to permit
meaningful global negotiations to take place. We are still
appealing to them to do this, so that together we can find
genuine solutions to cur common problems. But if some
nations cannot sce that it is a world problem or do not
feel able at present to join in the work of tackling it, then
the rest of us must do what is within our capacity in as
large or small a group as we can gather together for thai
purpose.

34. The Breiton Woods institutions were established
without the Soviet Union and its allies. For some twenty
years they served the purposes of their original members.
Today it is quite clear that these institution. cannot
meet the needs of the poor, and therefore thr are not
able erficiently to serve the interests of the rich in our
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independent world. Thels failure Is partlgeté:cause they
do nat have the necessary funds, but more use elthsr
their structure nor thelr rules were intended to deal with
the prablems of povarty.

35, The world has changed siuce the mid-1940s. Change
is needed now to enable these lastitutions to tackle the
problems of the doveloping as well as of the developed
countries. If we cannot all work together to mcet the
needs of the 1980s, then let those governments of North
and South which recognize the need for action get to-
gether to do as mwuch as they can. It is not necessary to
cloge any doors against nations which are not ready to
act now, But we should not continue to allow any nation
or nations, however powerful, to prevent tho rest of us
from doing what is within our power to arrest the present
drift to disaster.

36. Tackling the economic problems of the modern
world means recognizing the interdependence of all na-
tions, and it means using some of the world’s resources
more than we are using now for investnent in the devel-
ei:ment of people and their creativity and productivity.
Finally, it means tacklinﬁ poverty and backwardness
directly, whera they are, that is, in the third world, and
on the principles of organic growth. We must accept that
results will not and cannet come quickly. They will be
slower the fewer the nations which co-operate in these
tasks. It {5 better that a few nations should act than that
there should be no action at all, Nevertheless, I ain mak-
ing an earnest appeal for the start of global negotiations
now, uider the auspices of the United Nations.

37. Wa, the poor, arc often asked where these extra
resources are to come from. This world does not lack
resources; it only lacks the political will to tackle the
indecency of world poverty, When a super-Power or a
wealthy nation, or even a comparatively wealthy nation,
decides that something is necessary, it usually does it.
Resources will not be available unless the rich decide that
the abolition of world poverty is a matter of priority.

38. Although the national incoing in the rich countries
has been rising throughout the past two decades and is
still rising, although now more slowly, virtually none of
that increase has been set aside for the relief of poverty
in the third world. For example, the percentage of thelr
gross national preduct used by countries of the Organi-
zation for Economic Co-operation and Development
[OECD] for this purpose was lower in 1978, and is lower
fiow, than it was in 19635, The suggestion that when the
recession is over an sttack can be made on world poverty
is thus not very convincing.

39. In 1982 the world spent §850 billion on anmaments;
the spending of the OECD countries and the Organization
of Petroleum Exporting Countries on official develol
ment aid was approximately $36 billion. Accordingto the
World Bank's World Development Report for 1983, in
1981 the net inflow of public and publicly guaranteed
loans to 34 low-income countries, including India and
China, amounted to just over $5 billion. Net direct private
investment was something like $500 million, almost half
of which was in a country in that category which is an
ail producer,

40. That brings me to my last point. What is this
defence expenditure to which we all give so high a pri-
ority? All nations, including the poorest, spend some
money on armaments and defence, but over half the total
world expenditure is made by the super-Powers, and a
sizeable proportion of the rest is accounted for by their
allies in the North Adantic Treaty Organizaiion [NATO]
and the Warsaw Treaty Organization.

41, Some people belleve that the mutual deterrent
capacity of the power blogs Is a contribution to peace,
but if that is true then the purpose has been achieved.
Rach power bloc has the capacity to destroy the other
and all of us together many, many times. Yot a man,
woman or child ¢an be killed only once, Military supe-
rlority over a nation’s potontial or feared adversary docs
not require an ability to kill all its people eleven times
over, rather than ten times over.

42, Some of us see a constant world danger in the
numbsr of weapons which are placed ot fly or float or
move under water, ready to go off at any minute on any
day. That danger would be reduced by the destruction
of some of the weapons which already exist.

43, Negotlating disarmament is not a simple matter,
even if the will to do so exists. A nuclear freeze, however,
would provide a basis from which serious negotiation for
disarmament could be advanced, for at the moment new
weapons are being produced faster than agreement is
being reached on the control of old ones,

44, The difficulty about disarmament 1s first and fore-
most the lack of trust among nations and amon% mei,
Their distrust may be fed by many things, but [ belleve
it has fear as its root. When either Moscow or Washing-
ton makes a new disarmament proposal, the first and
immediate reaction of the other is suspicion. Surely it
would be more constructive to react to any new initiative
from the other side by responding with agreement to
discuss the idea together to see if it can be mads to work.
And do these proposals have to be made publicly? A

ublic proposal requires a public answer. But is this the

est way of conducting such vital matiers as nuclear
disarmaiment?

45. A positive agproach is required if any international
problems are to be solved. We all inhabit one planet.
Nelther nuclear fall-out, nor bubonic plague, nor the
violence borne of frustration nor even the miseries of
avoldable famine can be confined within national bound-
arles or within continents. Development, disarmament,
the environment, all are worsld problems even while we
see them from the viewpoliit of our independent sovereign
States. They can and they must be dealt with by us all
working together, for at the lowest we can all harm
each other and at the highest we could Il benefit from
co-operation on the basis of squality.

46, If we so decide, the United Nations can be a major
instrument of peace, peace based on tackling worid prob-
lems as what they are: the common problems of 8 com-
mon humanity.

47, We may not like each other. We may distrust each
other. But neither liking nor distrust is relevant. ia this
twentleth century our nations have to work together in
arder to survive, The alternative is to dic, alf of us, and
all our peoples. The choice is ours: co-operation slowly
and painfully built up, or inevitable and pervading chaos
and insecurity and disaster,

48. Let us decide to work together for the good of
humanity.

49. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish):
On behalf of the General Assembly I wish to thank
Mr. Julius Nyerere, President of the United Republic of
Tanzania, for the historic statement he has just made.

50. The General Assembly will now hear a statement
by Mr. Petar Tanchev, First Vice-President of the State
Council of the People’s Republic of Bulgaria. I have great
pleasure in welcoming him and inviting him to address
the Assembly.
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§i. Mr. TANCHEV (Bulgaria?:* [ am very pleased, Sir,
to congratulate you on your clection to the prosidency
of the thirty-eighth session of the General Assembly. I
am confident that under your competent guldance the
work of the session will procced frultfully and success-
fully, I should also like to extend mr gratitude to your
predecessor, Mr. Hollal, for his skilful performance while
occupylng that position during tho'thirty-seventh session.
I avail myself of this opportunity to congratulate the
Secretacy-Qeneral.

$2. On behalf of my country I cordially welcome the
new Member of the United Nations, the State of Saint
Christopher and Nevls,

§3. Today more than ever before the attention of all
geoples {s focused on tho activities of the Qeneral Assom-
ly. This is so because the major problems of our time,
and particularly the problem of how to prevent war and
preserve peace, have acquired teuly vital significance for
the destiny of each and every individual, every nation and
the whole of mankind, This is so because the prasent
{nternational situation has given rise to extremely serious
xgmunds for alarm. Since the Second World War there
as hardly been another such complicated and tense a
period of history as the one we are living in today.

54, All ¢this Is the result of the course pursued by the
United States and certain countries of NATO, the aim
of which is to gain military-strategic superiority over the
Soviet Union and the other countries of the socialist
community. That course has led to an unchecked escala-
tion of the arms race, has dangerously exacerbated ten-
stons in various regions of the world and has kindled new
hotbeds of crisis.

55. Anintegral part of this policy is total confrontation,
which has also been reflected in certain attempts to inter-
fere in the internal affairs of the socialist countries and

to orchestrate slanderous campaigns.

56. The latest example in this respect has been the
wngalgn against the Soviet Union in connection with the
incident involving the South Korean aircraft. While ex-
pressing our most sincere regret at the loss of human life,
wa ai the same time are convinced that the entira respon-
sibitity for this tragedy rests with those forces which cold-
bloodedly masterminded and carried out this criminal and
Provocative act. Those forces have gone so far in their

nsinuations as to deny elementary normal conditions for
the arrlval of the head of the delegation of the Soviet
Union for the General Assembly session.

57. This course in international affairs has in fact no
future sad no chance of success sither in the political or
inn the military fisid. Because of the extremely dangerous
sisks which it poses for the fate of the peoples, it has
aaturally met with the resistance of the overwhelming
ority of States, which are profoundly interested in
taining peacs and promoting equitable and mutuaily
advantageous international co-operation. This was elo-
quently reaffirmed by the decisions of the Seventh Con-
ference of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned
Countries, held at New Delhi from 7 to 12 March 1983
{see.4/38/132 and Corr.1 and 2}, which, as is well known,
constitute an important positive factor in the international
arena. At the same time, the policy of rearmament and
confrontation has aroused protests by the broadest strata
of the international community.

§8. Never bufore have there been on Earth so many and
such terrifying weapons capable of destroying life, and
that is why mankind has never been in so much need of

*Mr. Tanchev spoke in Bulgarian. The English version of his state-
ment was supplied by the delegation.

the most energetic efforts to presarve pence and to elimi-
nate the possibility that a nuclear wor may become a
horrendous reality. The cardinal 1agk of our times s to
preserve life on Earth and to save human clvilization,
59. The Poople's Republic of Bulgaria is convinced that
tho way out lies in renouncing the policy of confrontatlon
and the arms race and In procecding towards genuine
disarmament, panicularl{ in the nuclear field. A sound
and realistic basis on which we can rely in the attempts
to attain this objective is the existing military-strategic
balance of forces. The whole yost-war development of
the world indicates that any effort to obtain military
superlority i3 futile and only increases the threat of a total
nuclear conflict. Action to ensure the security of every
State and of the world as a whole necessarily entails
curbing military confrontation through disarmament, The
oniy alterpative to mutual anaihilation is the policy of
disarmament and détente.

60. At present this frrefutable truth has acquired exceed-
ingly topical siguificance ter Burope. An issue of vital
{mportance for Buropean as well as for other peoples of
the world is being dealt with in Burope today, The choice
before our continent once agsin demands that, while
rejecting the propaganda sinokescraen, the fucts be recon-
sidered most responsibly and a sober and realistic ap-
praisal be made of the consequences. The truth is that
the planned deployment of new United States medium.
range nuclear missiles in certain Western Eurcwn
NATO countriss is designed to ensure unilateral military
superiority and represents deliberate preparation for a
nuclear first strike against the socialist countries. The
argument that the deployment of those missiles would
facilitate the conclusion of an arms reduction agreesment
is totally unfounded. Naturally, our countries would be
compelled to take counter-measures for their legitimate
defence. The only tangible result of the deployment of
the new missiles in Western Europe wouid be to increase
the level of nuclear confrontation and the risk of turning
the continent into an area of auclear conflict. In our
nuclear age the security of some States cannot be achisved
at the expense of the security of others. It is incumbent
upon all States and political leaders to take all this into
consideration.

61. The Qeneva talks between the Soviet Union and
the United States have entered their crucial stage. The
stepped-up preparations for the deployment of the new
United States missiles, however, which sre proceeding
side by side with the talks, cause most serious concern,
In our opinion, it is still not too late to choose to reach
a fair agreement based on the principle of equality and
“&“‘J security. This historic opportunity should not be
missed. A substantial step forward in this respect is
represented by the latest consiructive proposals put
forward by the Soviet Unlon.

€2. Asa Euro| country, the People’s Republic of
Bulgaria maintains the position that our responsibility to
present and future generations entails the elimination of
the nuclear danger in Burope, thus giving fresh impetus
to détente so that Europe can become g continent of
peace, free of weapons of mass destruction, where all
States could maintain relations of co-operation on the
basis of full equality and rutual respect, in the interest
of the progress and prosperity of nations.

63. A hopeful sign in this respect is the successful con-
clusion of the Madrid meeting. It confirms once again
that, given good political will, it is possible even in the
present complex international situation to pursue a dia-
logue leading to mutually acceptable agreements, In our
opinion, it 15 vitally important for the process which
began at Helsinki to continue and to advance, to make
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relations in Burope develop In conformity with the spirit
and letter of the Final Act of the Conference on Seeu-
rity and Ce-operation in Europe, signed at Helsinkl on
I August 1975, In view of the most topical and urgent
problems facing our continent, we emphasize as par-
ticularly significant and promising the decislon to con-
veone a Conference on Confldence- and Security-building
Measures and Disarmament in Burope.

64. The establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones in
varlous regions of Burope and the world is of major
importance for the maintenance of peace. For this reason
the People’s Republic of Bulgaria not only supports the
reallstic proposals put forward to this effect but is actively
working in this dircetion.

65. Sluated ag it is in the Balkan peninsula, the People’s
Republic of Bulgaria has a vital stake in the realization
of the Idea of turning this region into a nuclear-weapon-
free zone. The concrete proposals of my country for
stepping up efforts to this end are also well known, They
are fully consonant with the polley based on the principles
of Yeace, understanding and co-operation in the Balkans
which the People’s Republic of Bulgaria has been con-
sistently pursuing. As an eloquent example in this respect,
1 should fike to recall our proposal for the signing of a
code of good-neighbourly relations among countries in
that part of Europe. This policy of principle Is in the best
interest of all the Balkan and Eurotp]ean peoples and is
a genuine rontribution to the strengthening of peace and
security in the world.

66. Situated in close proximity to the Mediterranean,
the People’s Republic of Bulglaria is Interested in fosterin,
peace and co-operation in that region and regards wit
gredat interest all constructive proposals directed to this
end.

67. For the People’s Republic of Bulgaria and the other
countries of the socialist community as well, the desire
for peace stems from the very nature of the socialist
system. A soclety which is entirely devoted to work and
construction for the benefit of all its members cannot
desire war. Such a society does not need any war, War
is alien to its very nature. Such a society needs peace as
well as mutually beneficial and equitable international
co-operation, It is precisely for this reason that the States
of the soclalist community have unswervingly pursued,
and will continue to pursue, a constructive policy of
principle directed to defending peace, strengthening inter-
national security and promoting confidence and co-
operation l.mo.rg peoples. In the present-day worid there
is no other road open but that of peaceful coexistence
of States with different social systems and the building
of international relations on the basis of strict observance
of the principles of the Charter of the United Nations
and the cules of international law,

68. In the present particularly important—aad [ would
even say fateful—moment for the future of mankind, the
peace-loving policy of the countries of the socialist com-
munity was once again reaffirmed in the Political Decla-
ration adr pted at Prague on § January 1983 [4/38/67
and Corr.lJ and in the Moscow joint statement of 28 June
1983 [A/38/292]. These documents contain detailed as-
sessments of the current international situation as well
as constructive and realistic initiatives and proposals for
easing tensions and for solving the cardinal problerss of
the present day: first and foremost, the elimination of
the danger of nuclear war, the cessation of the arms
race amf the pursuance of disarmament on the basis of
eguality and equal security.

69. Unfortunately these concrete proposals and initia-
tives for reducing the mifitary threat in Europe and in

the world have not reccived an adequate answer from the
States members of NATO,

70, Tho proposal for concluding a treaty on the mutual
non-use of force and on the maintenance of peacoful
relations Is still without a concrete answer,

71, The clearly expressed will of the majority of coun-
tries in the world that all nuclear-weapon States should
follow the example of the Soviet Unlon and assume the
obligation not to be the first to use nuclear weapons
contlnues to be ignored.

72. Nor has there been a positive reaction to the Soviet
proposal that all nuclear-weapon States should declare
a quantitative and qualitative freeze of the existing level
of thelr nuclear weapons [4/38/244).

73, Just before the opening of this sesslon, the Soviet
Union came forward with an important and tlinely pro-
posal for the conclusion of a treaty on the prohivition
of the use of force in outer space and from space against
the Earth [4/38/194). We welcome and support this
proposal, It is fully in conformity with the perennial
efforts of the world Organization to forestall the launch-
ing of the arms race into space.

74. The proposal of the States parties of the Warsaw
Treaty to open negotiations on Umiting naval activities,
on curtalling and reduclng naval armaments and on
extending confidence-building measures to include the
seas and oceans is also well known. ‘The question has been
acquiring ever greater significance as a substantial part
of the efforts to prevent nuclear war,

75. The People’s Republic of Bulgaria is deeply con-
cerned over the lack of real progress in the efforts to
aliminate existing hotbeds of tension.

76. The situation in the Middle East continues to be
extremely dangerous, as the region is being lncreasln?ly
turned into & front line of the aggressive global policy
of certain imperialist States. With the encouragement and
support of the latter, Israel continues its aggression
against the Lebanese and Palestinian peoples. We cate-
gorically condemn these actions and insist on Israel’s
complete withdrawal from Lebanon as well as from all
the Arab territories occupled in 1967 and since, We
demand the recognltion of the legitimate and inalienable
rights of the Ara ple of Palestine, including its right
to self-determination and the creation of its own State.
77. The People’s Republic of Bulgaria is convinced that
the only correct avenue for reac n{ a comprehensive,
just and lasting seitlement of the Middle East problem,
as emphasized in the Geneva Declarition on Palestine,?
is convening an international peace conference on the
Middle East with the participation of all parties con-
cerned, including the in nsable participation on an
equal footlrfzrof the PLO, the sole legitimate representa-
tive of the Arab people of Paiestine.

78. We support the efforts to reach a peaceful and just
solution cof the problem of Cyprus, guarantecing the
independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity and non-
alignment of the Republic of Cyprus, with the total
demilitarization of the island and respect for the interests
of the Greek Cypriots and the Turkish Cypriots.

79. As aresult of the illegal occupation of Namibia by
the racist régime of Pretoria and its policy of apartheid
and aggression against the independent African States of
the region, the situation in southern Africa continues to
be tense and dangerous. The People’s Republic of Bul-
garia fully supports the legitimate struggle for self-deter-
mination and independence waged by the Namibian
people under the leadership of its sole authentic repre-
sentative, SWAPQ. Our position is fully in harmony with
the will of the majority of States in the world, which has
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been most categorically expressed in the decisions of the
United Nations, as well as by the Int¢ ‘national Confer-
ence in Support of the Struggle of the Namiblan People
for Independence, held in Paris from 25 to 29 April 1983.

80. The military presence in, and direct intervention of,
the imperialist States in the internal affairs of a number
of countries pose a threat not only to the security of
individual countries and regions; but also to world peace
and security, We resolutely call for a halt to the campaign
of threats and provocations against Cuba, to the foreign
intervention in Nicaragua, to any interference in the
internal affairs of these and other countries of Central
America. We are hopeful that the efforts of the countries
of the Contadora Group to find a peaceful solution to
the problems will be successful.

81. I reiterate that the People’s Republic of Bulgaria
wholcheartedly supports the proposals put forward by
the Governments of the Democratic Republic of Afghan-
istan, ti.e Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, the Lao Peo-
ple's Democratic Republic, the People’s Republic of
Kampuchea and the Democratic People's Republic of
Korea to remove the tensions around these countries and
solve disputes through negotiations in order to ensure
peace and tranquillity for their peoples. The elimination
of the imperialist intervention in Afghanistan, the estab-
lishment of a zone of peace and stability in South-East
Asia and the peaceful reunification of Korea will con-
tribute enormously to the strengthening of peace and
security in Asia and throughout the world.

82. The United Nations has a great role to i;:lay in
solving the key problems of the present day, which affect
the interests of all States and peoples.

83. The maintenance of peace and ending the arms race
are the most important prerequisites for the successful
solution of the pressing socio-economic and other prob-
lems upon which mankind’s prosperity depends.

84. We devote particular attention to the problems of
development. As a country with a dynamic and stable
economy, we are interested in the removal of artificial
obstacles and barriers and in the promotion of equitable
and mutual?r beneficial co-operation, a guarantee for
which would be the restructuring of international eco-
nomic relations on a just and democratic basis and the
establishment of a uew international economic order. In
this connection, we support the demand for a speedy
beginning of global negotiations, and we are ready to
study any constructive proposal in this important area.

85. In conclusion, I return to the underlying theme of
my statemeit—how to preserve peace and save the planet
from a nuclear catastrophe. For us Bulgarians, there is
only one answer. As Todor Zhivkov, General

of the Central Committee of the B Communist
Party and President of the State Council of the People's
Republic of Bulgaria, has said:

‘“The question today is as follows: either we live
peacefully with each other or we annihilate each other.
Therefore, the main conclusion we must draw cannot
be but the following: to build step by step, consistently
and decisively, new international relations, relations of
peaceful co-existence between States of different social
systems.’’

86. Now, as in the past, we are ready to co-operate with
all who are really for peace, international understanding
and mutually beneficial co-operation. We shall continue
to work to strengthen the role of the United Nations, in
strict compliance with the principles and objectives en-
shrined in its Charter. These principles and objectives
correspond to the interests of all peoples. The People's

Republic of Bulgaria will continue to make a. active
contribution to their realization.

87. The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish):
On behalf of the General Assembly, I thank Mr. Petar
Tanchev, First Vice-President of the State Council of the
People’s Republic of Bulgaria for the impoitant statement
he has just made.

88. The General Assembly will now hear a statement
by the Honourable Father Walter H. Lini, Prime Minister
of the Republic of Vanuatu, On behalf of the Assembly,
I have great pleasure in welcoming him and inviting him
to address the Assembly.

89. Father LINI (Vanuatu): Mr. President, I extend to
you and your country the warm congratulations and
sincere best wishes of the Government and people of
Vanuatu on your election to the high office of President
of the thirty-eighth session of the General Assembly. This
promises to be a most significant session and perhaps one
of the most critical international gatherings of modern
history. We are confident that your leadership will be
equal to the task and will reflect your many years of
diplomatic experience and expertise, your careful and
considered judgement and the courage and candour for
which yeodu and the Government and people of Panama
are noted.

90. Under your guidance we anticipate the same thought-
fulness and impartiality which our deliberations enjoyed
during the last session under the very capable leadershi
of Mr. Imre Hollai of Hungary. His also was a difficult
tenure and one which earned the gratitude of the entire
international community.

91, We also believe that congratulations are in order to
another outstanding diplomat, Mr, Davidson Hepburn,
the representative of the Bahamas, His candidacy for
the office of President of this year's General Assembly
strengthened the democratic process within the United
Nations and was a visible and dignified expression of the
vitality of the Organization’s democracy. His candidacy
was also important for two other reasons. First, he repre-
sents a country which, like ours, is a small island devel-
oping State, Very often the particular difficulties and
needs of such States are overlooked within the interna-
tional arena. Secondly, his country is in a subregion, the
Caribbean, which like our own subregion, the South
Pacific, is similarly often overlooked. It is our hope that
Mr. He'pburn's candidacy will at last signal an awaki

to ‘::lle act that all nations, like all people, are creat
eq .

92. Panama is also a country small in size but great in
stature and reputation. Thus, this year's friendly contest

fofrthe calde mguxmmmymm
of us all. It affo us uc epportunity to choose
two highly qualified candidates from small coun-

tries. For this reason we salute you both and say to you
that we will all be forever graweful.

93. We also congratulate the Government and people
of Saint Christopher and Nevis, arother small island
developing State, on their country’s attainment of inde-
pendence and on becoming the 158th Member of the
United Nations. Its presence in our midst strengthens the
Organization and its democracy and bears witness to the
universality of mankind and this world body.

94, It is occasionally necessary to applaud an exercise
in democracy here at the United Nations because some
do not always practise what they preach. There are those
who espouse a belief in the dignity and cquality of all
mankind and all nations yet ignore the smaller courtries
until they seek our votes on a specific item. There are
those who profess a belief in freedom of expression yet
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do not welcome the exercise of such frgedom by smaller
States that may, on occasfon, hold different positions
from those they have taken. There are those who tell us
they belleve in a free market of ideas, However, they do
ot always shop in the marketplace where those ideas arg
resented, and when the mood strikes them they even
greaten to close the market or force it to move elsewhere
ecause they do not always like the ideas belng presented.
95, Obviously such thinking is not only irrational but
also painfully shortsighted and rather childish. Fortu-
nately for mankind, the United Natious is still a great
organization. It s certalnly not perfect. Nothing mankind
has yet created can claim that distinction. However, it
fs perhaps the best and most important lnstitution we have
yet created. If we have the will it can be strengthened and
made better, but onlr if we have the will and if we respect
and enhance its decisions and its democratic processes.
95. Thisis not to say that these critics do not come from
democratic societies. In fact, the irony is that their own
societics are in many wars models of deniocracy for the
protection of fidividual rights. We slmiply wish that they
would pause for a moment to reflect on the democratic
fdeals of other socisties, including those that stress the
protection of collective rights. Furthermore, we wish that
everyone would lend stronger support to the practice of
democracy than to the exercise of power in international
deliberations. ’ c
§7. We in Vanuatu owe a great deal to the United
Nations, as does every other nation that was a colony at
the close of the Second World War, Others who owea
graat deal to the United Nations include millions of
persons who are no longer ravaged by hunger and disease
or who have a place to sleep or who can read because
of the work of the United Nations speclalized agencies.
Big natlons and smeall natlons owe & great deal to the
Organization because it has provided 8 universal forum
for discussion and exchange where there was none before,
98. Naturally, the United Natlons cannot be glven credit
for every advance mankind has made since 1945, but it
can certainly be credited with enongh to make us ail
grcud. Not the least of the world body’s accomplishments
that it f1as brought us together from all corners of the
globe and made it somewhat easler for us to communieate
agid to get to kitow each other, bridging unnatural gaps
of suspicion and distrust. The United Nations cannot
blanted if we, the Members, have not taken full advasitage
of this opportunity.
99, We in Vanuatu sre fortunate. Ours is a free gnd
gpen soclety, and we are situated in 8 reglon with nelgh-
bours who respect our right to draw our own conclusions
Bty ooud of the South Bacifcs s plpied bewuts
rightfully proud o u : its tv,
fed unique manaer and fts still unrullzet? potestial. One
of our fondest wishes is that people from other regions
will get to know and appreciate us and our region a Hetle
bit more. For us, this session of the General Assembly
is an important step in that process.
100, Itis always a rare and unique privilege to address
the General Assembly. This year the privilege is even rarer
and more unique because of the presence of so many
distinguished heads of States or Government here at this
thirty-eighth session. Most have come in response to the
appeal made at the Seventh Conference of Heads of State
or Govern:nent of Non-Aligned Countries, held at New
Dethi in March 1983, and the subsequent urging of the
highly esteemed chairperson of the Movement of Non-
Aligned Countries, our good friend Mrs, Indira Gandhi,
Prime Minister of India. All have come in recognition
of the fact that the United Nations, despite its shortcom-
ings and its critics, continues to be the best, and perhaps

the last, hope of mankind for our very survival on this
planet.

101, In no other forum are all of the peoples of the
world represented. In no other forum do re;}xresemativcs
of the strong and the weak, the rich and the poor, the
proud and the humble, the well-educated and the under-
educated of the entire world sit together and in theory,
if not always in fact, work together for solutions to the
ﬁ;oblems which threaten our very cxistence as a form of
.

102, The attendance of so many world leaders at this
ear's session signifies a long-overdug reecﬁnitfon of the
mportance of the Organization. We hope that {t will also

signify a renewed commitment on the part of all of its
Members to the letter and to the splrit of the Charter.
We hope too, that it will signify a firm determination to
take seriously the admonition of our able Secretary-
General, who, in his most recent report on the work of
the Qrganization [A4/38/1), said, “A continuous effert
to contribute to the implementation of United Nations
decistons should be an integral part of the foreign policy
of Member States to a far greater extent than it is at the
present time.”’ -

103, In his report, the Secretar(y-(}eneral fias once again
demonstrated the candour and insightful analysis which
we have come to expect of him and his excellent staff and
which is so essential if we, the Members of the United
Nations, are to take the necessary steps to strengthen the
Organization and make it more effective. We must re-
member that the failures and shortcomings of the United
Nations are the failures and shortcomings of the mem-
bership. All of us, large and small, old and new, devel-
oped and devetoping, share this responsibility. Bither we
shall make our work here meaningful and successful or
we shall by our own actions reduce it to meaningless
{rrelevance and abstraction. The cholos Hes with us. Qur
respective peoples perceive the United Nations through
ouir actions and attach as much meaning to its pronounce-
ments as we owsselves do.

14. No one can deny that the United Nations, and
indeed mankind, is at this very moment at one of those
important and innumerable crossroads which recur in the
course of human history. At this moment, we are faced
with daily reminders of how technology has figuratively
reduced the size of the globe and brought us all closer
together. Unfortunately, the very same technology has
far t00 often fuelled, in some people, an uncontroilable
greed and desire to rule and control the resources of other
péople. Thus, although we Hve it 3 world of great abun-
dance, which is capable of producing even more, far too
many people live in 8 world of constant scarcity. This
scarcity is not only a scarcity of material goods, whick
would be difficult enough to explain and :g‘pe wfth, but
also a scarcity of respect and of opportunity.

105, It is this latter scarcity which is most distressing
and most inexcusable as we stand poised on the brink of
the twenty-first century, It is this scarcity more than any
other factor which has led to the seemingly never-ending
series of global shockwaves and confrontations between
the world’s ““haves’ and its **have-nots™,

106. The world’s super-Powers certainly have their own
contradictions and cauges for conflict. However, it would
be a grievous error to attempt to define all of the world's
present problems in terms of super-Power rivalry. Rival-
ries between States and even between social systems come
and go. Like the tide, they ¢bb and they flow. However,
the aspirations, goals and dreams of people—all people,
men, women and children—are constant. All want the
same things—a better life, understanding and respect.
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107,  Isthere a better institution to address itsglf to these
asplrations, goals and dreams than the United Nations?
We think not, Can the United Natlons do so with greater
clarity and more effectivencss? We think so, Should the
world communlty contlnug the {nvestment {t has already
made in the United Nations? Without doubt. We belleve
that the United Natlons has already given us all a favour-
able return and justificd its existence many times over.

108, We must remember that the United Natlons is an
gutgrowth of the Second World War alliance against the
Axis Powers. As such, the Organization represents an
fnteimatfmml alllance against fascism, militarism and
racismt.

109, It was never intended to be, and because of its
nature and the realitics of our world it can never effec-
tively be, an alifance against communism any more than
it can, or even should, be an alliance against capitalism.
The soclal and economic system that any country chooses
to five under is a matter tgat is best left to the people of
that country. This is true regardless of that country's
nante, size or location, be it the United States or be it
Nicaragua.

110, The United Naticns has been at its best in helping
to prevent another world war and in helplng promote and
accelerate the process of decolonization. It has been at
its worst In serving as a platform for the denunciation
of one economic and soctal system by the ﬁmpfmems of
gnother, Such crusades are best left to other bodies, as
they seriously hamper and undermine our effectiveness.

L. It would be wise for all of us tc remember that
the world's two foremost Powers are both significantly
stron%er than the rest of us. Neither one needs any of
us to fight its battles. However, the consequences of any
such fight affects cach and every one of us. Therefore,
we have as much of an interest in the rattonal and rea-
sonable exerclze of the tremendous power possessed by
these two great nations as they themselves do.

112, Our search, therefore, must be for some common
ground or common denominator on which they and we
can continue our quest for peace, development and sur-
vival, Let our children decide the future, but fet us ensure
that there will be a futurg, )

113, In assessing the current state of the United Nations,
age {s reminded of the story of the two individuals who,
ugon looking &t the sam of water, had diffsrent
ovservations, One, the t, observed that the glass
was hatf empty. The other, the optimist, observed that
the glass was balf full. That story applies to any assess-
ment of the United Nations and of world affairs.

§114. Yes, there are vexing problems which plague the
world aod seem as if ¢ gever be retolved. In
sduthern Africa and the Middle East & pervasive pattern
of fnstitutionalized racistt has bequesthiod a legacy of
intercommunal strife which at thnes appéars to be insol-
uble except by force of arms. In South-East Asis more
than four decades of ceaseless and unremitting warfare
and destruction have left the people and their land devas-
tated. Rather than help to rcbuild what they destroyed,
those who otiee sponsored Lon Nal now sponsor Pol Pot,
thereby hindering reconciliation and the economic and
sacial reconstruction of the area.

1. InSouth and Central America, tie just and legiti-
mate strivings of people for justice, equality, land, bread
and freedom have been labelled subversive by the despats
whe rule every facet of their lives. Fascistic death squads
operate with impunity and include among their victims
defenceless peasants, priests, nuns, teachers and school
children. In the South Pacific, we find most of the world’s
remaining nen-self-governing territories, and we find the

part of this world that has faced the greatest exposure
to nuclear tosts, with Httle regard for the safety of hunian
beings and the cuvironment.

116. However, there are also solutions. In reaction to
the conditions of poverty, disease aud illiteracy thay have
been forced to endure, tie peoples of Africa, Asia and
South and Central America and the Caribbean have
themselves begun the process of changing the conditions
of their fives, Naturally, the various peoples of the South
Pacific are also an integral part of this process of change.
it should also comic as no surprise that a great many
people from the developed world are also part of this
process of change. Some of them share in our history and
have themselves been cruelly explolted. All of them share
our viston of the future,

117, Attimes this process of change has moved forward
quictly and almost imperceptibly. At other times it has
proceeded dramatically with & mighty roar and great
turbulentce, In most instances the manner in which the
process proceeded was determined by those who sought
te abort the process of change. “Power concedes nothing
without a demand,"* observed Frederick Douglass, It
never did, and it never will,” said that great son of Africa,
who with his people helped end legal slavery in the United
States over 100 years ago. Today his words are as pro-
phetic and as meaningtul as they were then:

““If there is no strugglé, there is no progress. Those
whia profess to favour froedom, yet deprecate agitation,
are men who want crops without ploughing up the
ground, They want raln wititout thunder and lightning.
They want the ocean without the awful roar of its many
waters,”

Those words should be borne in mind dusing our defiber-
ations, pacticularly on those items which seem to remain
on our agenda with no apparent solution ta sight.

118, After so many years, it {s not easy to understand
why the people of Palestine cannot return to thelr homes,
It {s difficult to comprehend why South Africa must be
siven even more itducemeits to end {ts illegal occupation
of Namibia. It is difficult to fathom how rational minds
can treat the neo-fascist réginte in Pretoria fike a civilized
nation, which it {s not, rather than fike the outcast and
pariah which it is.

119, Some have suggested that we, the international
community, have not been patient enough or that we are
not moderate enough in considering these issues and in
framing resolutions on these toples. Others argue quite
convincingly that we have already besa 100 patient and
that we have no right to be any more moderate than we
have been. After me.mt:e‘% say, how patient and how
moderste was the int community four decades
230 in the face of the seme fascism, the seme militarisn
and the same raclsm that we are counselled to be so
patient with and so moderste towards today?

120. Perhaps there is an argument that can be made for
toning down some of these resolutions. We do ntot know.
We simply know that we have not yet heard valid reasons
for voting against resolutions that seck to redress valid
grievances.

121, It scems to us that those who publicly proclaim an
intention to embrace South Africa must themselves accept
responsibility for resolutions which criticlze such an
embrace. To do otherwise is to suggest that some of us
are above criticism, and certainly our Creator never
intended that any of us think that of ourselves, That
would be the height of arrogance and would undoubtedly
bring down the indignation and the wrath of the Creator.

122. The situations in the Middle East and in southern
Africa are indeed tragic. They are tragic for the victims
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who iil‘{e in those arcas aud traglo for us, all of mankind,
as weil.

123. For the victims, the people of those areas, our
prlmary feclings are not feelings of pity, s{mpmhv, S0
row or l?essimism( Towards them, our primary feelings
are feslings of support, solidarity, encouragement and
optimism, Te them we are grateful, for they rencw in all
of us the very best of human qualities, Our pity, our
sympathy and our sorrow are reserved for those pcoPle
who choose to remain on the sidelines, passively accepting
the sfatus guo, or for those who tragically imitate Isracl
and South Africa in other regions.

124, Indonesiais a country which we have long admired
and respected. It Is a country which by its actions helped
inspire the decolonization process and later became a
founder of the Movement of Non-Aligited Countries. It
is a large and powerful country which we consider a
friend.

125, Although Vanuatu is Indonesia’s friend, we also
realize that a true friend {s not one who tells another
simply what he wishes to hear. Difficult as it may be, a
true friend must on occasion be painfully honest and tell
a friend what that friend may not wish to hear. Such is
the case with respect to Indonesia’s invaslon, occupation
and aftémpted annexation of East Timor.

126. Rast Timor is another small South Pacific country,
tike our-own. Its people fought on the side of the Allies
during the Second World War and paid dearly for their
commitment to what became the ideals of the United
Natfons, Like more than two thirds of the nations repre-
sented here today, the people of East Timor saw the post-
war era as the time to re-assert their own political and
soclal {ndependence. Tragically, Indonesia’s military
rulers interrupted Bast Timor’s decolonization process as
that process was in its final stages.

127, The resulting brutalization of Bast Timoi’s people
fias also brutalized Indontesia’s image as a nation, How
¢an oneso larg%justify such heavy-handed repression of
a small n ur? What in Bast Timor so threatened
Indonesta that hundreds of thousands of {nnocent me,
woieil gnd children had to gay with their lives and so
many more are still paying by sudden disappearances,
détention without explanation, and torture? Why has
every effort to provide even the minimum humanitarian
assistance to the beleaguered people of Bast Timor been
thwarted by the Indonesian authorities?
128, Certainly, no rational person would suggest that
there 1s an acceptable double standard on questions of
colonization, colonialism and human rights. Where is it
writtei that colonialism is wrong only when the colonial
Power is a Buro nation? Where is it written that the
SOAL of fundamental human rights, including
very right to life itself, is evil only when the violator
happens to be a European nation?
129. If we accept Indonesia's actions in East Timor,
then with what legal authority do we challenge Israel’s
anunexation of Jerusalem and the Golan Heights? If we
aceept Indonesia’s brutality in East Timor, then with what
moral authority do we challenge apartheid? If we, the
former colonies of the world, are not true to our own
?mnouncements on colonialisin and human rights when
t cotnes to Bast Timor, then we have not yet ireed our-
selves from the old discredited values of those who called
themselves our masters.

130. It is not easy, nor is it a pleasant experience, to
be compelled to focus so critically upon the actions of
a country which was once a mnodel and an inspiration to
our own people and others who were colonized. It is,
however, more difficult and less pleasant to bear witness

to what has been done to the people of East Timor, It
is also difficult to comprehend the moral bankruptey of
titose who speak so eloguently on othier matters, but who
remaln silent on the question of East Timor.

131, Wae as a nation are not cynical enough to have
interests which would lead us to close our ey¢s to the
injustices imposed on our fellow human belngs in Bast
Timor. Were we to acquiesce in Indonesia’s actions, we
would not be true to the Charter of the United Natlons
nor to ourselves, or to our children and the future we
would bequeath to them.

Mr, Keh (Singapore), Vice-President, tack the Chair.
132, We are reminded of an important directive issued
during the struggle to free Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verte
from colonial domination: “Hide nothing from the
masses of the people. Tell no lles, claim no casy victo-
rles.’* Those words are as appropriate here in this chanm-
ber today as they were in West Afiica in 1965.

133, We, therefore, once again agpeal to Indonesia to
salvage its soul as a natlon and to be true to its heritage
and stature by negotiating a speedy and complete with-
drawal of its forces from East Timor. Let the people of
that country decide their own fate, and let the United
Nations assist in that process. This is why we have a
United Nations.
134, New Caledonia is another non-self-governing ter-
ritory in the South Pacific and another example of why
we have the Organization. It is also another matter which
calls for us, the International community, to ‘‘tell no liss,
claim no aasy victories". .
135. New Caledonia is the world’s second largest pro-
ducer of nickel. Therefore, the struggle by its people to
gain their independence has posed and undoubtedly will
contisnus to pose a sscond question: who will control the
enormous economic potential of this small duveloping
country?
136. Without a doubt, all of us here today are well
awars of the role that economics played in the coloniza-
tion of most of the world, We are also certainly aware
of the fact that it {s the mineral wealth of Namibia aund
of South Africa that lies behind the complicated political
web spun by those who do ot wish to ses the x~}ms;:»le of
those countries control their own resousces. Nsw Cale-
donia’s people face similar obstacles for the same reasons,
137. InNew Caledonia, as in southern Africa, the settler
ro ulation usually acts contrary to the interests of the
n&cenous population. This the world understands and
has come to expect.
138. What is fess well understood, however, is that the
settler population, having its own nacrow and specific
interests to protect, often acts con as well to the
broader interests of the metropolitan Power. Such be-
came the case in and in Zimbabwe; such is the
case in Namibia and in South Africg; and such is the case
in New Caledonia.
139. Qenerally speaking, metropolitan Powers do not
have a direct interest in the maintenance of rigid and
exclusionary social codes which hamper economic growth
and development. This is particularly true when those
social codes, by whatever name they are called, are oper-
able far from the physical environs of the metropolitan
Power. Thus, apartheld, or segregation, comies to be seen
as outmoded, unnecessary and even threatening to the
broader, more general economic interests of the metro-
politan Power, Eventually, the metropolitan Power may,
for its own purposes, cven seck to appear to be playing
a leading role in ending a particularly odious social code.
140. Naturally, none of this occurs overnight, It takes
time for the contradiction to arise, more time for it to
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-be recoguized, and even more thime for the effort to
reconatle it to be put {nfo operation. In the mean time,
those who have been victims of the soclal code usually
have begun thelr own process of change. Genorally speak-
{ug, what they have in mind is 8 more far-rcaching and
fundamental changs.

141, The metropoltan Power then faces a dilemma. On
the one hand, it is in a sense «aptive to & restive and

-obstinate scttier population. On the other hand, it finally
reatizes that its long-term interests are best served by
making a more rcasonable and retional accommodation
with thie indigenous population, Its matn preoccupation

- ptow becomes how to buy itself sufficient time to make
the nccessary accommedation and how to balance the
comprting autagonisms of the settlers and the {udigenous
population.

142, In this respect, New Caledonia differs from South
-Africa primarily in the nature of the metropolitan Power.
South Africa no fonger has one easily identifiable met-
ropolitan Power, France, on the other hand, is clearly
the identifiable metropolitan Power which both the set-
tlers and the indigenous population now petition.

143, New Caledonia is simifar to South Africa in the
hardened racial attitudes of some of its Euro settlers,
“Fo theni, the indigenous Kanak population is not worthy
of the basic and elementary digalty, respect and legal
~ riglits that most huian belngs are now able to take for
~granted. Many of these intransigent settiers are former
cafens who left Algeria after the Qrganisation aermde
secréte, the notorlous OAS, falled in is cfforts 1o abort
_Algeria's independence and to murder Charles de Gaulle,
then President of France, in the process.

144, The people of New Caledonia have extended a
-warm and open hand of friendship to all who would work
tagéther in a free and independent naton. Thelrs is a
viston of a non-exclustontary South Pacific nation in
which all human belngs would be treated as equals.

145, We believe that the Government of Frasce is sin-
cerely searching for answers to the questions raised con-
céening New Caledonia’s future, The reforms that France
Has introduced have certainly helped, and they demon-
“stiate & sincére conumitment to an effort to find some
_cafmmon %{cund upen which the competing Interests may
Bezreconciled.
146, The South Pacific Forum, at its meeting at Can-
terta on 29 and 30 August, took note of France's efforts
14hds regard. However, we, the South Pacific heads of
erament, also declared our support for indepen-
deiie for New Caledonis, and we urged the French
COVernment to consider, in cond any act of self-
e on, the desirability of excluding from the
fichise thort-term or non-permanent residents of New
tion of the fact that to be
srmination must be by the
particular country themselves, and those who
ve 1ot even lived there but have been brought there
and permitted to vote w order to cutweigh the wishes of
the legitimate population must not take part. b its total-
ity, the Canberra conununiqué supports the right of self-
det'crmination. it urges the various sgctors of the popu-
lation to work closely with France to ensure a peaceful
trausition to independence. It is laudable in its aims and
practical in its approach, including the decision to review
the situation next year and to couslder the desirability of
re-inscription of New Caledouia on the United Nations
list of non-self-governing territories.

147, The Vanuatu Government is confident that New
Caledonia will scon assume its righiful place as an inde-
pendent nation. Toward that end, we urge Members of

S|aple of a

the United Nations to keep themselves fully apprised of
the situation in this cconomically impertant land and to
support the Initiatives of New Caledonia’s people, as have
the Governments of the South Pacific.
148, We in the South Pacific have another major pre-
occupation, in addition to aur concern for the remaining
non-seif-governing territories {n our area. All our Gov-
crnments, including those of Australia and New Zealand,
have taken strong stainds agalust nuclear testing {n our
ATSR,
149, The peoples of the Pacific have always respected
and been at peace with thelr environment. To us, our
Iands, our skies and our ocean have always been g source
of spiritual guidance as well as & means of sustalning life,
150. Others have itow come to our area to conduct tests,
store material and dump wastes that would rot be toler-
ated in thelr own waters aud on their own lands. Despite
the strong representation of all Govermments in the ares,
this reckless disregard for nunan life and the environment
continues almost unabated. Qur opposition is based on
moral as well as sclentific grounds, Invitations by France
or by any other nuclear Power to visit test sites will never
reduce the strength of our moral objections. We, the
people of the South Pacific, have made it clear that we
want an immediate end to the testing of auy and all
nuclear weapons in our reglon.
151, Itis for this reason that our Government supports
proposals for the establishment of a nuclear-free Paclfic,
This past July we were proud to host an international
conference on a nuctear-free and independsnt Pagific. To
all but the most myoplc observer, it is clear that the two
%: hand in hand, Indeed, we submit that it will in fact
difficult to achisve a nuclear-free Pacific until chere
{s an independent Pacific and undil the respective geoplu
of the area are free to decide for themselves whether this
defilement of our land, sea and afr shail continus.
152. Economic development in the South Pacific s a
difficult and somewhat elusive goal. Some of our coun.
tries are blessed with abundadt sineral resources, some
with abundant agricultural resources, and others with
sefther. Most are underpopulated. All are separdted by
shany miiles of oceRa, making communications and trans-
portation major problems, Internally, this latter charac.
teristic exacer e&;rupm&tmﬁund&mdcpmm
antd preoccupies us all.
§§3. For these reasons, the United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea is so importaut to us. It is our
fiope that someday this Convention will be universally
acclsimed and unanimtously ed, as it has alresdy
bees by an overwhelming majority of our neighbouss,
154, Being a smail fsiand State curselves, we understsnd
the concerns of other such States that thelr tergitorial
i:ett;fdeberupecteém . We too have &
territoriad dispute with & major Power. We hope that
Frarce wil in good faith negotiate sn acceptable solutica
with us and that the islands of Matthew and Hunter will
onee again be administered as part of our cousitry, which
they are.
155. Both the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries and
the United Nations have begun to focus on the unigue
problems of small island developing States. The recently
concluded conference of experts hosted by the Govern-
ment of Grenada is a very positive step in the right direc-
tion. It is our hope that the work of the conference can
continue and receive the support of the entire interna-
tional community,

186. We recoginize (uat the problems of small island

developing States arc only one of a host of economic
problemis plaguing the world today. The depressed state
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of the world economy, with the universal phenomenon
of international inflationary pressures, is a major cou-
cern, The nced for international monetary reform and
the expansion of international trade is well documented.
The twin necds of greater North-South dialogue and
greater South-South economic trade and co-operation are
also well known. So many major economic problems
confront us today that one hardiy knows where and how
to begin cataloguing them.

157. ‘The resolution of these problems Is golng to neces-
sitate a serlous and long-term commitment by each of us.
Perhaps it will be painful, but we should probably begin
with critical self-examinations of our respective histories,
policies and priorities.

158, None of us is perfect, large or small, developed
or developing. Those who pontificate and preach to us
that we must follow the same path of development that
they followed understand neither history nor economics.
The world is different today from what it was 200 years
ago, or even 20 years ago, and our objective conditions
are certainly different, Modern technology has rendered
obsolete much of what we learned and has dramatically
increased the gap between those nations which “*have”
and those which “‘have not”.

159, No nation today has the Juxury of developing in
{solation, at its own pace. Radlo, films, televis’on, books,
newspapers and magazines all bring the affluent world
to the attention of the citizens of all countries. Very few
Governments exist today which can resist the attendant
pressures to bring that or a comparable good life to its
own citizens, :

160, Wealth that was created, at least in part, as a direct
consequence or legalized slavery, colonialism and the
theft of other people’s natural resources is inaccurately
portrayed as resulting solely from the hard work and
ngﬁ{gl intelligence of those who came to possess that
wealth.

161. Itis not at all possible or even desirable for us to
develop our countries by rigid imitations of the West or
the Bast. We cannot isolate ourselves, but we most cer-
talnly can develop our own methodology and our own
healthy economy and social mix, We y do not have
the option of sailing to distant shores and stealing land
or having people to labour for us, as others have in the
past. Even if that option were availabls, it is not the way
we would choose to develop. While we do not live in the
past, we most certainly remember our shared history.
162. ‘This is not to suggest for one moment that things
today are as one-sided as we might like to believe. We,
the eloph:g countries, are also imperfect, Some of us
have neglected to practise what we preached. Some are
afraid to be candid in assessing our own performances,
as if our adversaries and friends did not already know
witere we have faifen short. Some continue to make
capital mistakes; others among us continue tc make social

stakes. Some manage to make both.

163. For us to begin to take corrective action, we must
first be true to ourselves. For us to be taken seriously,
we must first take ourselves seriously, We will undoubt-
edly command as much respect as we demand by our own
efforts, our own consistency and, most imlportantly, our
own sacrifices, personal and institutional,

164. Now more than ever we must respect the univer-
sality of munkind and plan for the future. There are
literally dozens of pressing problems confronting the
international community today. Each successive crisis
seems to overshadow the previous one.

165. Perhaps none in recent memory was as dramatic
as the downing of the Korean Air Lines flight 007. Few

incidents have captured tite public’s attention as that did.
Faw incldents have as dramatically pointed to the nced
for better communication and understanding and for the
strengthening of the United Nations. There is no doubt
that 269 people lost thelr Hves needlessly, This I itself
is a great human tragedy, and we convey aur very deepest
condolences to the families and friends of the victims.

166. We do not know if the world will ever know what
events really led up to this tragedy and what really hap-
pened Just before the aircraft was shot down. It {s possible
that both stdes are telling the truth as they percelve the
truth to be. We do not know.

167. We do not belteve there can ever be any justifica-
tion tor shooting down a civilian aircraft, except perhaps
in the extremely remote possibility of averting a far
greater immediate human disaster. We believe that the
Soviet Union made a tragic mistake and inexplicably
compounded the mistake in its immediate aftermath.

168. However, we do not beligve that blame or guilt in
this instance lies with any one nation, This was a tragedy
for all mankind and not just for any one State or group
of States. It proves nothing about any particular social
or economic system. This was a failure by mankind, all
mankind, It reveals the heightened sense of international
{nsecurity that the arms race, cold war rhetoric and tests
of military preparedness have brought us.

169. This tragedy tells us that the technology of destruc-
tion i3 far more advanced than is the technology of
communication and the technology of the prevention of
destruction. In the normal course of events, we would
learn from such a tragedy and develop more offective
safeguards to prevent a recurrence. Unfortunately this
does not appear to be the case, and this is sven more of
a tragedy,

170. It saddens and concerns us to see the international
atmosphers further polsoned by hatred and recrimina-
tions. Now more than ever, the world cries out for the
leadership of wise statemen. Where are the leaders with
the wisdom and the courage to say, *‘Let us sit down and
reason together”, to say, “‘Let us make sure this does
not happen again’’, to say, *‘Let us put an ead to the
suspicions and distrust which gave rise to this incident”'?

171, Why are those who were silent when a Libyan
airliner was shot down by Israeli fighters so vocal and
articulate now? Why are those who were silent when a
Cuban alrliner was blown out of the sky by a terrorist
bomb so morally outraged now? All human life is sacred,
and none is more sacred than another, The lives of East
Timorese and Vietnamese are sacred, The lives of Pales-
tinians and Lebanese are sacred. The lives of [ranians and
Iraqis are sacred. The lives of Chileans and Filipies are
sacred, The vesony?dotsnndGuamnhmmucred.
Without exception the loss of any husman life is @ tragedy.
The number of victims of their nationality does not make
the tragedy any worse or deepen our sorrow. Those who
stress the individual aspects of human rights should
understand this better than anyone.

172. Why are those who are so willing to isolate the
Soviet Union so unwilling to isolate South Africa? Why
is it vital to keep channels of communication open to
South Africa, but not to the Soviet Union? Why is South
Africa considered a civilized State, but not the Soviet
Union?

173. OQursis a small country, and admittedly we do not
know the answer to every question, However, there are
many things we are certain of. One certainty is that those
who ally themselves with the evil practitioners of apar:-
heid or other forms of racism cannot complain to us when
others move into the moral vacuum they themselves have
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created. To them we say “If we are to believe in your
moral supertority, it is time for you to demonstrate it in
southern Afcica, in East Timor, in the Middle Rast, in
(éexétrgi America and in other parts of our troubled
globe™.

174, For emphasis, we will repeat and stress agaln and
again that both the Soviet Union and the United States
are very big and very powerful countries. Neither needs
Vanuatu of any other country to fight its battles, and
certainly not the battle between these two glants. How-
ever, as human belngs, we have a great deal at stake.
175. We do not want these two great Powers to fight
unkess they Hmt their weapons to thelr respective moral
strengths and their powers of persuasion. We have as
much to lose as they do, should they insist on fighting
with military weapons, We cannot stop them, but we can
and do try to urge caution and restraint. The only wea-
poits we have at our disposal are truth, our falth in
mankind and our own powers of peisuasion.

176. We now appeal to either country to step forward
and, in the name of humanity, say “We have all had
enough of this maduess'*. Let one begin by dismantling
one weapon and let the other follow suit by dismantling
antother. Which one begins the process is no longer impor-
tant, just as which one began to stockpile tite weapous
{s no longer importaai.

[77. The people of both the Soviet Unlon and the
United States, along with the people of many other
countrics, made tremendous sacrifices four decades ago
which led to the creation of the United Nations. Now it
Es ttmte for one more enormous sacrifice. It s stilf not too
ate.

178. The entire world is waiting for us, all of us, to
move forward in the name of the human race. Now each
nation represented hers today must ask itself whether it
wishes to be part of the problem or to be part of the
solution.

179. The PRESIDENT: On behalf of the General
Assembly, I wish to thank the Honourable Father Walter
H. Lini, Prime Minister of the Republic of Vanuatu, for
the important siatement he has just made.

180. Mr. LANC (Austriaj: It is a particular pleasure to
congratulate the President on his slection to the &mi-
dency of the General Assembly. His outstanding diplo-
matie skills and great experience in foreign affairs, as
wall as his long association with the work of the United
Nations, will constderably facilitate our difficuit task
during the weeks ahead and greatly centribute to the
successful conclusion of this session.

181, 1also wish to convey to his predecessor, Mr. Imre
Hoilsl, Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs of Hungary,
our sincere thanks and high apFreclmen for his tact,
political understanding and tireless personal efforts in
conducting the affairs of the Ceneral Assembly over the
past year,

182. Ishould further like to welcome most cordially the
delegation of the new Member State, Saint Christopher
and Nevig, and express our hopes for close and fruitful
ca-operation.

183. The thirty-eighth session takes place against the
background of a serious international situation. The
danger of nuclear war casts a dark shadow over the future
of mankind. Perennially unresolved conflicts bring untold
suffering to many reglons of the world. They are often
exacerbated and prolonged by super-Power rivairy. The
structural inibalances of the global economy, in conjunc-
tion with the present economic crisis, condemn the greater
part of humanity te a life of poverty and wamnt, Increasing
disregard of human rights, persistent racial discrimination

and the repression of peoples struggling for thelr national
tights welgh heavily on the censclence of mankind.

184, The stakes are the highest and progress is most
urgently required in the area of arms controf and disar-
mament. The development of weapons techuology com-
bined with changes in strategic thinking threaten to
untderntine the already precarfous balance of terror and
tncrease the risk of nuclear war. These dapngerous trends
affect the security of all States and all peoples. We
therefore believe that everyone and every Governstent
must participate in the struggle agalust the nuclear threat.
1o many parts of the world, mass movements are gath-
gri;;l% strength and demanding an end to the nuclear arms
uildug,

185. Austria, a small neutral country situated between
the two military blocs in the most highly armed reglon
of the world, naturally shares the concerns and ideals of
the peace movement. The ultimate responsibility for
halting the nuclear arms race, however, rests squarely
with the nuclear~waapon States. Austria appeals urgently
to the United States and the Soviet Union to exercise in
their talks at Geneva the necessary political will to con-
clude genuine and substantial disarmamient agresments.
Let us transform the balance of terror into a balsnce of
reason.

186. After long and arducus negotiations, conducted
under difficult international conditions, the Madrid
follow-up meeting to the Conference on Security and
Co-operation in Europe was concluded successfully, The
decistons at Madrid have further developed the 1975 Final
Act of Helsinkl. They constitute a code for building a
more constructive and stable relationship between East
and West, In spite of the deep cuisls in East-West relations
and the ever-accelerating arms race, all participaats in the
Conference on Security and Ce-operation in Eurape,
including the big Powers, have demonsteated thelr interest
in continuing the process of détente. Austria will spare
no effort in contributing actively to the success of this
process. We siote with satisfaction that the next follow-
up meeting will take place at Vienna in 1986.

187. The conclusion of the Madrd meeting proves that
sincere negotiating efforts can succeed. Its example must
be followed in other aress, in particular dsarmament
negotiations, on the success or failure of which rests the
survival of mankind, Apart from the cngolng aegotia-
t.ons, the Conference on Confidence- and Security-
building Measures and Disarmament in Burope, which

begin in January 1984 at Stockholm, will offer the
best opponunity in this regard. Of course, tm
at least & minimum of good will and mutual .
lg. Thetilacli ofmmmmcm w?dgmm
only recently inn a £ manner by shooting
down of & civiliep sirﬂni:fnfbe Austriso Qovernaent
unequivocslly condemns this act. The internations! com-
munity justly demands a thorough investigation of the
circumstances which led to this catastrophe and the pun-
ishment of those responsible, as well as appropriate
compensation to the families of the victims. We also
believe that effective internaticnal measures will have to
be taken to prevenr the recurrence of such a herrible
event.,

180, The United Natious has an important role to
play in the disarmament process. The negotiations in
the Committee cn Disarmament, the deliberations on
arms limitation in other organs and the efforts to build
public support for disarmament should be intensified
and expanded. During this General Assembly session
the Austrian delegation will pursue its initiative concern-
ing measures to facilitate objective information on the
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wilitary strength of States. The availability of objec-
tive and reliable information would enhance confidence
between States and promota the conclusion of disarma-
ment agreentents.

190, While the cost of the acms race reached $800 billion
in 1982, the lves of two thirds of mankind are still domi-
nated by poverty and hunger, One tenth of the annual
eapenditure on armamets would be enough to finance
the annual debt servicing of all developing countries,
After years of recesston the prospects for an economic
recovery have finally improved, but the upswing Is as yet
Hmited to a fow industrialized nations, and oven they do
not kinow how long it will last, It will theredore be of
eruclal importance that these trends be transformed into
& sustained recovery for all,

191, lam convinced that stabilizing factors for a world-
wide and lasting cconomic recovery must be created or
recreated. The growth of world trade and production can
be built only upon the foundation of predictable exchange
rates, open maikets unimpeded by protectionism, a bal-
anced development of prices for commoditics and indus-
tifal goods and & stop-by-step increase of resource
transfers from the “haves’ to the “have-nots**, How to
create these conditions, these confidence-building
measures, for the world cconomy should be discussed
?obaﬂ . Without a commonly accepted target, no really
riftful sectoral deciston can be made. Laissez-falee {3
passd. To leave the poorest to the ups and downs of
econtomic power play is as inhuman as it is counter-
productive.

192, Peace and well-being can be assured only if all
coyntries in all reglons share more equitably in the world's
econtoinic progress, Austria s flrmily convinced of the
fecessity of the North-South dialoguc and for its part
will contlitue to increase the scope of its development
co-operation.

193, Austria belfeves that the observance and prontotion
of human rights constitute not merely an abstract piin-
ciple byt also practical policy. Such a polcy assumaes even
gréater importance in a world beset by armed conflicts,
political upheavals and economic crises, Therefore all
tlose individuals and movements ¢hat fight against ct:g-
pression and the denial of their rights everywhere {n the
world may count on Austua’s friendship.

184, In spite of the coexistence of clear legal norms,
grave violations of human rights occur every day in many
ggt;s“ f the world. We continue to witness unjustified
acrésts, torture, arbitrary executions, religlous intolerance
aid political persecution.
§98. 7 The forthcoming thirty-fifth anniversary of the
4daption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
iduld provide the occaston for all States truly to put into
g:lvam the full observance of human rights to which we
¢ all committed curselves. The United Nations has an
itportant role to piay in this context. In our view this
role should be strengthened and further developed so as
to %nsurc the effective international pr tection of human
sigits,

196. The international situation is characterized by
many regional conflicts.

197, The Middle East continues to be one of the most
dangerous crisis areas of the world. The implications
of this conflict transcend the confines of the region.
World peace and international security are nowhere more
directly threatened than in the Middle East. The human
aidt humanitarian dimension of this conflict must not be
overlooked cither. Every day the cycle of hatred, repres-
slon and the use of foree claims more victims and creates
new obstacles to peace.

198, Tl past year has not brought us closer o & sete
tlement of the Middle East problem. Lebanon {s still
occupled by forelgn troops and threatened by clvil war,
Isracl pursues its settloment policy on the West Bank
leading towards a taclt annexation of those territories.
This policy is in clear contravention of hiuternational law
and runs couster to any peaceful solution of the Middle
East conflict. The action of the Isracll Qovernment [s
fniereasingly resulting In a serlous detcrloration in the
economic and soclal situation of the Palestinian popula-
tion. It thus glves tlse to deep concern for humanitarian
reasons as well,

199. Peace efforts in the Middle Bast have at present
coine to an ominous stalemate. Many of those fnvolved
scont to pursue short-term and narrowly defined national
interests, regardless of the dangerous implications for
overall developmont in the reglon. Austila strongly be.
tHeves that this attitude must be changed and replaced by
a sincere effort to bring about a just solution. Such a
settiement can be achieved only through negotiations and
dintogue. We reject unequivecally the use of force and
all acts of terrorism, from whatever side.

200, Austria’s position on the prlncgales of a just and
comprehensive solution of the Middle Bast problem
remains unchanged. The right of all States in the reglon,
includiug Isracl, to exist within secure and recognized
boundaries must be respected. The Palestinian question
{s at the core of the Middle East problem. As underlined
at the International Conference on the Question of Pal-
estine, held recently at Geneva, a solution requires recog-.
nitlon of the national rights of the Palestinian people,
fiicluding the right to its own State. Austria shaves the
view that the PLQO, as the representative of the Palestin.
fans, must participate in ail negotiations. The acquisition
of territorics by force Is unacceptabie. Israsl must there-
fore withdraw from all territories occupled since 1967,
{ncluding Jerusalem.

201. The restoration of full sovereignty and territorial
integrity to Lebanon constitutes an essentlal element of
a comprehensive peacsful ssttlement, No foreign troops
should remain in Lebanon without the conseiit of the
Lebanese Government. All efforts musi be made in Leb-
anon to bridge the Internal divisions and to achieve
natfonal reconcilfation. Like those directly suffering from
civil war in Lebanon, we are glad that a cease-fire could
be implemented, but a political solution must follow
immediately, Only on such a basis will it be possible to
rebuild a peaceful and independent Lebanon. But this
objective too can be reached only if we succeed in finding
a durable solution for those Palestinians living In Leba-
ston, Where should they go? This question is & fusrther
example of the fact that the core problem of the Middle
East conflict Is the question of Palestine. Unless the
Palestinian people can exercise {ts national rights, there
can be no lasting peace, cither in Lebanon or int any other
part of the region.

202, The war between Iran and Iraq hias entered its
fourth year, The loss of hwman life and the waste of
resources have reached staggering proportions, Austria
appeals to both parties to cease this senseless struggle and
to seek a peaceful settiement of their dispute. We welcome
akx:d su;éport all mediation efforts that may contribute to
this end.

203, The armed intervention in Afghanistan continues
to canse immense human suffering and is a serious threat
to the stability of the entire region. This persistent viola-
tion of fundamental orinciples of the Charter of the
United Nations also constitutes a major obstacle to the
improvement of Bast-West relations. Austria urges all
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parties to support the mediation efforts by the Scerctary-
Qeneral and his speclal reprosentative and to muster the
necessary politicai witl to achieve agreement on thase key
clements which stilf vemain unsolved. A political sofution
of the problem must, in our view, include the withdrawal
of all farelgu troops, respect for the soverelgnty of the
country, recognition of the Afghan people's right freely
te choase thelr own form of government and interna-
tﬁgfsé?l guarantecs of non-laterference in thelr domestic
affalis.

204, The Kampuchean problem s another matter of
serlous concern. Here the past year has brought certain
signs of greater floxibility, but at the same tinte the mil-
tary eccupation, the use of force, the misery of refugees
and the denlal of the basic human rights have continued
unabated. Austila remains convinced that only negotla-
tions between all partles to the conflict on the basis of
the resolutlons of the Geueral Assembly and of the Inter-
national Conference on Kampuchea can lead to a Just
settiement which could cusure a better future for the
severely tried Kampuchean people.

205, Thesituation in Cyprus underlines the urgency of
a comprehensive negotlated settlement. Respeet for sov-
erelanty, independence and territorial Integelty and com-
plete withdrawal of tle occupying forces constitute, in
our view, an essential basls for such a sottlement. Austria
stiil considers the talks batween thie two communities to
be the best means to solve thelr problems between them.
sélves. We fully appreciate and support the efforts under-
taken in that regard by the Secretary-General ~nd his
speclal representative.

206. The people of Naniibla are still waiting for thelr
{ndependence. Four Xears of work on the basis of Securlty
Couicll resolution 435 (1978) have led to a large degree
of agreemant on she details and the implamentation of
the transition plan. Elements which, {n our view, do not
have direct relevance to the independence of Namibla
must 1ot intpede that process. We strongly support the
Secretary-General’s offorts to break the deadlock and
finally to bring about the implementation of the United
Nations plan for Namibia.

207, The underlylng cause for the orisls situation in
gouthern Africa is the gpartheld policy practised by the
South African Qovernmtent. Austria unequivocally con-
demns the apartheld system as an abhorrent violation of
fman rights and human dignity. Qnly & profound trans-
formation of Sowsh Aftica Into a fres, demtocratic and
maltiraclal socisty could bring %cmtlne stability to the
south of Africa. It {s indisFem fe that this process be
inltlated without defay. Only in that way can it be peace-
fully concluded, as we hope it will be.

208. The continuing serious situation in Central Amer-
ica is & matter of deep concern to Austriz. We coasider
this crisis closely related to the profound social change
this region i¢ undergolng. Exploitation, injustice and
repression throughout centuries are the root causes of the
current problems, Any approach to the Central American
ctisig which reduces it simply or primarily to a matter of
Bast-West confrontation or to & question of spheres of
influcnce or competing ideologies will ouly aggravate the
situation. A settlement cannot be {mposed from outside
or by the use or threat of use of force. It must be reached
through frec negotiations between all parties directly
concerned. Austria welcomes, in particular, the efforts
by the Contadora Group. Self~determination, n  -inter-
ference, respect for the territorial integrity of States, the
obligation not to use the territory of a State for acts of
apgression against another, the peaceful settlement of
disputes and the prohibition of the use and threat of use

of foree are tndeed the only principles on which a stable
and lasting solution can be based.
209, Austrla has always put speclal eniphasis on a Yokicy
of good-nelghbourliness. Over the past vear Austrla has
Leen able to Emi:rovc and deepen co-aperation with all
{ts nelghbours, levesgective of thelr soclal aud political
systems.
210, In our good-uclghbourly aund friendly relations
with Italy the problen of South Tyrof has a special place,
The resolutions of the General Assembly of 1960 and 1961
fresalutions 1497 (XV} and [66] (X VI led tn 1969 to an
agreciont between Austrla aud [taly on a now framework
of autonomy for South Tyrol. Among its fmportant
provisions those on the use of the Qeran language and
the establishment of an autononous section {n Bozen of
the Adminlstrative Court are of speclal significance for
the preservation of the South Tyrolean cthnle group,
Bespite the agreement in principle reached months ago
between the Mallan Government and the minority con-
cerned, the declsions refating to these Important nmeasures
have still not been enacted, Austria {s aware that this is
partly due to recent pelitical developments in laly. How-
ever, Austela views with a certaln concern the fact that
competence already transforred to the Provincs of Bozen
has agaln been eroded by national leglslative measures
and that acts adopted by the provinclal leglslature are
increasingly rojected by the authorities in Rome. These
measures have added conslderably to the anxlety and
cancern already experfenced by the population of South
Tyrol because of the delay in the implementation of the
autcnoxtc? provisions. Prime Minister Benedetto Craxi
has stated recently that the two provisions just mentioned
will be implementad in the coming months. The Austrian
Federal Government expects this promise to be fulfilled
a8 scon ds possible. We are confident that this would
create an fmportant pre-condition of carly, generally
acceptable attainment of autononty in South Tyrol.
211, In addressing the critical probloms of today's
international situation States have two basic options: they
can exploft the existing problems in the pursult of short.
term natlonal {nterests, or they can seek to solve theh
through co-operation in the long-term interest of the
international community as a whote. This second alter.
native was outlined 38 years aFa {ns the Chaster of the
United Natlons. The Organization’s founders lald down
the fundamental rules of co-operation aong States and
created {nstitutions to transiate these principles into a
more peaceful and humane world order.
212, Theideals and basic approaches of the Charter are
as valid today as they were in the‘éust Yét in our increas-
{ngly complex snd divided world, the sense of ,&m
which was still present in the aftermath of the mast
tegrible war in humaa history is waning. Ti
of the precepts of the Charter proliferste.
security system remaing unimplemented. The Security
. the p organ for the malntenance of peace
often fails to take decisions on many of the most erucial
issues. In cases where resolutions are adopted they are
often ignored by the pacties to the conflict, Again and
again Member States circumvent United Nations institu-
tions or misuse them for their partisan interests. Despite
the great services the United Nations continues to provide,
and in spite of its great potential to contribute to human
rogress, we have to recognize that the system of multi-
ateral diplomacy is in a serious state of crisis.
213, The Sceretary-Genesal, in his annual report
EA !33/[{, has convincingly analysed this crisis and high-
ighted the grave danger emanating from it for the fate
of mankind. His rencwed urgent appeal for a collective
recommitiment to the principles of the Charter meets with
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our full support. The United Natlons is, after all, the only
forum for the militarily powerless.
214, Not least because of the role of Vienne as one of
the three headqua..: rs of the United Nations, Austria
feels a particular commitment to the objectives of the
Charter and is prepared to make an active contribution
to the strengthening of the United Natlons as a truly
effective instrument for peace, freedoin and justice.
215, Mr. KUSUMAATMADIA (Indonesia): It is in-
deed a great pleasure for me to address to Mr. Illueca
the felicitations of my delegation on his assumption of
the presidency of the thirty-eighth session. His election
is deserved recognition of his many accomplishments in
the service of his Government and of the international
community. We are confident that we shall benefit from
his wisdowi and experieuce in our work at this session,
216. Ishould also like to take this opportunity to com-
mend tie previous President, Mr. Imre Hollai, on the way
fe fuifilfed his many responsibilities in difficult circum-
stances, and to record our deep appreciation of his guid-
antce and [eadership.
217. On behalf of the Indonesian Government and
people, I extend a warm welcome to Saint Christopher
and Nevis on its accession to membership in the Organi-
zatlon, My delegation looks forward to close co-operation
between our two countries.
218. This thirty-eighth session is meeting in an atmo-
sphere of deep anxlety and frustration, as the world
continues to be confronted by multiple crises of unpre-
cedented proportions and persistence. The turmoil and
tension in the political sphere are matched by the stag-
nation and disarray that today characterize the economies
of virtually all nations, affecting most severely the devel-
oping countrles, The threat of nuclear catastrophe, fod
Zﬁ an incessant arms race, is casting its ominous pall over
other human endeavours. Yet, instead of mounting
a purposeful, global response to these challenges, the
international community seems to be locked in a perverse
imability to agree om even a common approach to the
problerms. :
219, We have all come to recognize peace, disarmament
and developitent as the central, interrelated issues of our
time, bt in acknowledging this reality we are in fact also
deflning the comprehensive context, which is the only
relevant coatext, for fully resolving the growing
idsecurity anu mstability in the world.
220, Inthe g:escnt global setting, mutual interaction
and linkages between political and economic problems
are self-evident. In an Increasingly interdependent world,
tite political stability and economic well-béing of both
developed and developing countries are becoming more
initertwinied. As the problems we face today have assumed
global proportions, in scope as well as in their conse-
uéncss, they accordingly call for a globalized effort in
nding solutions. The emergence of a new, more equi-
table and rational international order can come about
only through sustained international co-operation and
dialogue, conducted within a coherent and integrated
approach to the problems at hand.

221. It is a matter of deepening concern, therefore,
to observe what our Secretary-General in his report
on the work of tt  Organization libid.] so aptly de-
scribed as the continuing **erosion of multilateralism and
internationalism’’.

222. The growing tendency of some major Powers to
resort to a bilateralisin based on considerations of expe-
diency and a narrowly defined concept of security must
be checked, as it can only lead to heightened polanzation
and the revival of naked power politics. If such a drift

were allowed to continue, while inequalities and inequities
among nations remain unresolved, interdependence will
sadly become a mere euphemism for new forms of depen-
deiice and domination. When, furthermore, each and
every conflict situation in the weld is belng percelved
and cast within the context of Bast-West rivalry, then the
solution of problems will only be further complicated
and the risk of world-wide escalation correspondingly
enlarged.

223, My Government, therefors, fully endorses the call
made by the Secretary-General to take a fresh collective
fook at the problems we are facing, to exert renewed
efforts at the highest level to strengthen international co-
operation and to support the United Nations as the
principal, collective instrument through which Govern-
raents can and should contro! conflicts aud work out
solutions together,

224, The threat to the very survival of human civ'iza-
tion from nuclear war remains the greatest danger facing
the world today. The nuclear arms race, far from abating,
continues to escalate to the point of complete irrational-
ity. The more money is spent on arms, the more people
seem to be taking leave of their senses, proceeding inex-
orably on a path of self-destruction, spending more and
more and gaining less and less,

225, Faced with the prospect of an frreversible spiral
of escalation, the Seventh Conference of Heads of State
or Qovernment of Non-Aligned Countries, held at New
Delhi last March, has called for priority action on a freeze
on the production and deployment of nuclear weapons,
the speedy finalization of a comprehensive test-ban treaty
and a treaty banning chemical weapons, as well as for
action to ensure that outer space be used exclusively for
peaceful purposes. The heads of State or Government of
Non-Aligited Countriss also reaffirmed the importance
of establishing nuclear-weapon-fres zones on e basis
of arrangements freely arrived at among the State s of the
regions concerned. i

226. For its part, Indonesia has aiways emphasized the
validity and relevance of the regional approach to secusity
and disarmament. The States of the Association of South-
Bast Asian Nations [ASEAN] have long advocated a zone
of peace, fresdom and neutrality within which there is
provision for the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free
zone in South-East Asia. In that part of the world,
ASEAN has built an edifice for co-operation and progress
among reglonal States which to date has proved not only
its utility but, more importantly, its durability. The estab-
lishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in South-Bast
Asia, as a component element of a zone of peace, free-
dom and neutrality, would be a logical and meaningful
contribution to regienal peace and stability.

227. In a climate of growing distrust and helghtened
tensions between the super-Powers, long-festering con-
flicts have become increasingly more difficult to resolve.
1t is to be regretied, therefore, that the shocking incident
involving the shootfng down of the South Korean civilian
airliner on 1 September 1983 has further exacerbated this
climate of tension and mutual suspicion, Indonesia wel-
comes the recent decision on this matter taken by the
ICAO Council, which is the appropriate forum to con-
duct a thorough investigation and to ensure that tragedies
of this kind do not occur in the future,

228. In South-East Asia, peace and regional harmony
comitinue to elude us because of the unresolved problem
of Kampuchea. Central to this problei is the question
of how to secure the restoration of national independence
and sovereignty for the Kampuchean people and, indeed,
how te secure their very survival as a nation, As long as
foreign ’forces remain in that country, as long as the
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Kampuchean people are denied the siglt to determine
their own future and to pursue thelr own political and
economic system, froe from external interference, no just
and durable solutlon can be found to this problem.

228, We are encouraged to note that the Cealition
Government of Democratic Kawpuches, under the lead-
ership of Samdech Norodom Sthanouk, has been gaining
widening support, inside Kampuchea as well as abroad.

230. My Government refterates fts firm belief that it {s
{n the interest of all parties concerned to seek & compre-
hensive political solution through negotiation rather than
confrontation. We remain convinced that the elentents
contalned in the Declaration on Kampuchea provide
the best framewaork for such a solution. They offer an
equitable approach to ensure the re-emergence of Kam-
puchea as an independent, soverelgn and ron-aligned
nation. That Reclaration also cakes fully into account the
fegltimate interests and sccurity concerns of all countrigs
in South-East Asia, including Viet Nam.

231, 1Ishould like to stress that what Indonesia and the
other member countries of ASEAN aspire to is not a
solution beyond the attainable, given the often-expressed
desire of all States in the reglon for peace, stability and
mutual co-operation in South-Bast Asta. But it must ba
based on the premise of the withdrawal of all foreign
troops from Kampuchean soil and the establishment of
a Kampuchean government of the people’s own elicosing,
through internationally supervised elections in which all
Kampucheans will participate, for only then can the
various political groups in Kampuchea actively work
towards the goal of national reconciliation.

232, Yet another fesue which begs for a speedy political
solution based on the withdrawal of forelgn forces Is the
situation in Afghanistan, In addition to endangering the
ce and security of South-West Asia, this conflict has
ﬁ?s&tiﬁably aroused world-wide concern becduse of its
ramifications on a number of global issues, The sover-
eignty, tertitorial integrity, independence and non-aligned
status of the country must be restored and the Afghan
refugens must be allowed to return to thelr homes in
safsty and dignity. 1 would tike to take this opportu-
ity to commend the efforts of the Secretary-Qeneral to
flad a stegotiated solution, and we are encouraged by
the indications of progress so far made by his special
réprésestiative,
233, The search for a just peace fa the Middle Rast
revolves around the questions that ramain gt the core of
the protracted conflict in that region: self-determination
and soverelgn natlonbood for the Palestine people and
the cessation of IsracH aggression and ilfegal occupation
of all Arab territory, udlniiemsalem. Developmtents
In this seed-bed of turbulence bave followed an unchang-
ﬁ:& patcern of gxovemem from :;; violent crisis tefiéh;
y y the aggressive “P‘mﬂm pol
of h:?nﬁﬁﬁu defiant flouting of all decisions of the
Untited Natfons. From procl g Jerusalem as its cap-
ital to the annexation of the Golan Helghts, by the fusther
establishment of illegal settlements in the occupied terri-
taries and the continued oppression and violation of the
human rights of the Arab people in those territories,
Isracli policies have been the root cause of aggravated
tensions, making any meaningful progress towards solu-
tion exceedingly difficult. Ironically, these policies have
brought neither peace nor greater security for Israel.
Indonesia has consistently supported ali Arab initiatives,
including the proposals of the Twelfth Arab Summit
Conference, held at Fez, as they provide a sound basis
for the search for a just and durable peace in the region.
Indonesia remains steadfast in its support of the PLO,

the sole and legitimate represcantative of the Palestinian
people. v n

234, The International Conference an the Question of
Palesting, just held at Geneva, was a historic gathering
of the Interpational community which underscores the
urgeney and concern we all attach to securing the rights
of the Palestinian people. The declsions of the Confer-
ence, in the view of m{ delegation, contaln the key ele.
ments for a peaceful solution to the question of Palestine,
Most importantly, it called upon the Security Councll to
adopt effective measures to establish an independent and
sovereign Palestinian State while assuring the right of all
States to exist within secure and internationally recog-
nized boundaries. In this regard, the Council was fnvited
to convene an International peace conference on the
Middle Bast, with all parties, including the PLQ and the
big Powaers, as well as other concerned States, participat-
ing on an equal footing. Our task is to secure this goal
through a process of negotlations leading to a compre-
hiensive settlement,

235, lsrael’s massive invasion of Lebanon last year
shocked the world and underscored the impunity with
which Israel has tried to impose its designs on the reglon,
in complete disregard of world censure. A year after the
invaston, Isracli forces contlnue to occupy large areas of
Lebanen, and the situation is further aggravated by the
involvement of more extra-regional States. My delegation
caaintains that the key to the preservation of the tesritosdal
integrity and independence of Lebanon is to secure the
immediate and tctal withdrawal of all Isvaeli forces and
the scrupulous observance of non-ntesference by all
outside Powers. This would greatly facilitate efforts in
encouraging all contending Lebaness factions towards
iegotiations leading to national reconcilistion. We there-
fore walcome the recent cease-fire as a positive step in
this direction. '

236. The plight of Namibia continues to be an affront
to otr sense of justice and a heavy burden on the collec-
tive conscience of the international community, How long
should we bear witmess to the pain and suffering of
mdltions who are fighting for human dignity aud social
justica? Indeed, how long can we re patient, year
after year, in thié Rice of Pretoria’s ruthless perpetuation
of its twin fnoﬂcies of colonial mupaﬂnningleamibia, aod
apartheid In South Africa? : :

237, Despite concerted international efforts, most re-
cently at the International Conference in Suppaort of the
Strugﬁf: of the Namibian Peegle for lndepen&once, held
in Paris from 25 to 29 Apil 1983, the prospects of & free
and independent Namibia seem no bester today than they
did last spring. Most significantly, the fusthet report of
the 8¢ -Gewalonhkreeemvmuother?im‘
the stalemaie continues becruse of Pre«
toria's insistance at lnking progress towards Namibitn
indepeadence to extrancous issucs such &6 “he

of Cuban troops in Angola. The racist régime also persists
in efforts to perpetuate its illegal occupation of Namibia
through a calculated policy of social and political frag-
mentation and imposing puppet régimes. As the Secre-
tary-General pointed out, until a date is fixed for the
implementation of Security Couxcil resolution 435 (1978)
and & cease-fire comes into force, the claim of substantial
progress cannot be sustained. Agalnst this background,
it would be naive to entertain the hope that South African
racists will ever abanden their policies and abide by the
terms of relevant Security Council resolutions without the
imposition of mandatory sanctions,

238. Indonesia will continue in its staunch support of
the valiant struggle of the Namibian people under the
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determined leadership of SWARQ, thalr sole and quthen-
i representative.

249, InSouth Africa itself, the odious policy of apart-
fefd continues to be relentlessly pursued, In the face of
inéreased repression by the régime, the people have inten-
sified thelr resistance. This was demtonstrated by last
neouth's protest meeting in Cape Town, the largest held
in South Africa in aver two decades,

240, It is clear that South Africa’s policies of internal
oppression and external aggression have reached such a
magnitude as to place international peace and security

ent jeopardy, The front-line States have borne
the brunt of South Africa's repeated armed aggressions
and attempts at military, political and economic desta-
billzation. Such contimuing theeats must be forcefully
addressed by the Security Council, which has the author-
ity and responsibility to compel South Africa’s compli-
%{nﬁ with {ts obligatiops under the Charter of the United

Qus.

241, Alltoo often the cessation of armied hostilities has
Ied to a slackening of efforts to achieve peaceful settle-
nient of a dispute, as examplified by the conflict over
Malvinas, New efforts should be exerted (o resume nego-
tiatlons, as procrastination can only lead o & prolonga-
tion of the dispute or even to & resumption of arnted
Hostilities.

242.  Within the same acea of the world, we continue
to view with coricern the tensions and strife that have
beset Central America and the Caribbean. The factors
that have embroiled this region in incessant turmoi! are
fundamentally rogted in internal, unresolved probiems
which in the past thwarted movement towards social and
econanic justice as well as growth towards true indepen-
desice. Movement toward the solution of these problents
is bampered by externally induced overt or covest pres-
sures, The most rational approgch has come from the
States in the reglon themselves, which ultimately have the
greatest stake in re-cstablishing stabllity in the reglon.
243, It s i this context that my Covernment supports
the Contadora Group’s initiative. The Group’s under-
stading of the unique historical clrcumstasces and its
compréhensive regional approach fully deserve serfous
cansldery ,cn&n addition, my é&{ﬁfaggg hgpesthauthe
exigting repional organizations « play & greater
£ole i@bﬁfﬁiﬁs’ a viable infrastructure for ecomnomic
co-dp¢ration, political colesion and overall stabifity.

244,  There is no doubt that Antarctica is of great scl-
&itifig, envisonmental and climatic significance to the
world, in xddition to holding out const le economic

which in many aspects
il %ifmm y, however, information sbout this
1t | this incressed
of

operation to ensure that all future activitfes In Autarctica
will be for the benefit of all mankind.

245 We are aware that the parties to the 1959 Antarctic
Treaty? have promoted sclentific co-operation and envi-
ronmental research and have succeeded in preventing
tertltorfal claims and the militarization of the reglon.
Naste the fess, all of these commendable activities do not
detract from the fact that knowledge about the workings
of the Treaty and the modalities of its functioning have
so far been the privilege of a few. Hence, the initiative
of Malaysia and Antigua aud Barbuda [4/38/793 and
Corr. 1} in asking the United Nations to undertake a
comprehensive study of the region is a conunendsble one,

which my delegation fully supfmnsf It {e also in ne with
the decision taken at New Delid by the Seventh Confer-
ence of Heads of State or Qovernment of Non-Aligned
Couatrics fsee 4/38¢132 and Core } and 2.

246. Indonesia does not share the apprehension of the
Treaty's signatories that such a study would in any way
undermine what it has already achieved. Indesd, we
should alf ensure that such an examination will contribute
to incrcssinf the infornied interest and participation of
the international community in ihe development of the
potential of Antarctica, without undermining the legal
régime already in force.

247, In reviewing the global cconomic situation and
international economic relations, we cannot disgulse our
exasperation at the protracted malaise that continues to
afflict them. The economic crisis which has long since
regehed global proportions is threatening the stability and
stifing the growth of all countries. Consequently, the
economic resifience and margin of safety once available
to many developing countries have been severely eroded.
Thelr vulnerable cconemies, Eef‘txgaémsed to the relentless
onslaughts of this externtally induced «visls, have sustained
a magt damaglog tmpact.

248, The harsh realities besstting the world economic
scene today, compounded by cyclical factors, are in truth
fgmpmmaﬁc of mors fundamental inadequacies plaguing
¢ international economie oxder. In the Iast decade, since
the sixth special session of the Genaral Assembly, in 1974,
many initiatives were taken and numerous conferences
and meetings were held in vain attempts to redress these
steyctural fml . The fatiurs of these efforts tobegin N
the democratization of the international economic order
does not negate their validity, nor should it diminish our
contmitment to thelr eventual schievement. Indonesla,
for its part, relterates {ts strong comumitaent to the estab-
Hishotent of the new fnternational economic order. We
casinot settle for less. We want equitable participationin
the productive and decision- processes of the
global sconomy. :
249, - What then should bes aur itse to these multiple
crises? Sopte industrializéd countries havs responded by
ingugt récovery policles which are rooted in the so-
called teickle<dfown theory of economics. Such policies

are_tagtantoust to rélegatiag the development of the
devéloping countries tmﬁg & mere by-praduct of the
ecoftoniic revival of the North, But can recovery policies

based on such exclusivenses be sustained t the
redlity of global econontic interdependenca? Convemlgé
CRIt mﬁﬁ develometit of the developing countries
enstted thg‘ﬁé world mmM\fﬁy&‘ Thu“eggéme
jérital questions pose & [ <o ve
%&f’&s‘ {nternationst community.
2507 Consequently, Indonesis fully supports the sfforts
of tiie non-aligned coutiteies and the Group of 77, mani-
festad a8 New Dellit and Buenos Aires eartler this year,
to address these problems specifically. Immediate meas-
ures to stimulste world economic recovery and the accel-
erated devclopment of the developing countries are
urgently needed. Prominent amtong these measures is the
proposal to convene am {nternational conference an
money and finance for development, to which Indonesia
fully subscribes,

251, Concurrently, decisive action should be taken
effectively to launch global negotiations. At New Dellid
a two-phased approach was broached: those {ssues con-
ceralng formulation aud allocation on which agreement
has been reached will be taken up in the first phase of
the negotiations, and those issues affectin% the structure
of the international econonic system and its institutions
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will be discussed in the second phase. This flexible ap-
proach demands a correspondingly constructive response
from the developed countries. In a spirit of mutual inter-
ast and interdependence, we therefore strongly call upon
gulr partiiers to launch the global negotiations without
clay.

252, The outcome of the sixth session of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development has been
deeply disappointing. A golden opportunity was indecd
missed. Far from responding adequately to the gravity
of the world economic situation, the developed countries
at the Conference failed to demonstrate a flexibility
corresponding to that displayed by the developing coun-
tries. Moreover, the failure of the Conference to achieve
any meaningful progress could set a damaging precedent
resulting in the erosion of multilateral co-operation. That
is not to say that we completely denigrate the results of
the Conference. We can agree with the assessment of the
Sccretary-General that it did yicld some positive cle-
ments which could form a basis for further dialogue and
negotiations.

253, Collective self-rellance of the developing countries,
as expressed through economic and technical co-operation
among them, 1s a dynamic process. Such a process should
not only prove critical for revitalizing the development
of their economies but should also greatly contribute to
a sustained global recovery. Siince its inception at Ban-
dung in 1955, and as amplified in Algiers, Caracas and
Buenos Alres, South-South co-operation has made com-
inendable progress. Economic and technical co-operation
amo? developing countries has become an integral past
of Indonesia’s forsign policy, Within our Hmited capac-
ities we have extennded technical co-operation programiries
to various countries both within and beyond our region.
This we will continue.-
254, -The 1980s, so far, have brought u3 a distress-
ing increase in political tensions, conflict and economic
dislocation on a global as well as a regional scale, This
turn for the worse has besn accompaitied by a corres-
ponding aggravation of mutual suspicions, divisions and
polarization among natlons and a continuing incapacity
of the international community to develop the nécessary
caneepts,(fmlicles and institutions capable of me’e’ﬁnP the
new-realities of our time, Conversely, however, the inex-
arable trend towards the greater indepsitdsice of nations
and of soliutions to problems has also strengthened a
growling consciousitess of the conunoit fats and common
uture that all b shares {n this, our one-world
community, .
258, Qreat adversity and criss always a threat, but
they also offer an opportunity to o fundamental
change. So even though it may be tempting to lapse {sito
cytical resignation or pessimism, the corfipelling need is
to rise to the challenge and to arrest and reverse the slide
into uacontrollable and ; e chacs and ¢
collapse of the present international ovder. We should
stop paying only lip service to int , which as
of now is asymetrical and therefore unjust anyway. In-
stead we should marshal our collective capacity and
political will to really start dealing with the implications
of genuine, global interdependence on the basis of mutual
benefit and common security. Indonesia believes that
there is no better time and place to start than right here
awd now, as it remains convinced that the United Nations
is the international instrurment best suited to develop such
a capacity.
256. The presence here in New York of a large number
of heads of State or Government, in response to the
initiative of the chairman of the Movement of Non-
Aligned Countries, Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, not

only seives to bolster our unwavering support for the
United Nations; the informal meetings whicii have been
tield among these world leaders, in a spirit of sincerity
and good falth, have also provided a unique focal point
where at least the beginnings of a concerted global ap-
proach to the problems of peace and peaceful coexlstence,
disarmament and development can be fashioned,

257, If this should be the case, then 1983 could yet turn
out to be, in the words of the Secretary-General, a year
of reassessment and q turning point.

258, U CHIT HLAING (Burma): Sir, the delegation of
Burina, which I have the privilege to lead here, is happy
to extend the warinest congratulations to Mr. Illueca on
his election as President of the thirty-cighth sesslon, His
dlstln%uishec' political career and his wide knowledge and
experience of world affalrs Is a guarantee to us all that
the present session 1s in the most able hands, We wish
to assure him of our support and co-operation in the
discharge of his responsibilities.

259. We also take this opportunity to render a tribute
to the outgoing President, Mr. Imre Hollai, for the
integrity of purpose with which he guided the delibera-
tlons of the Assembly during the last session,

260, We are also happy to offer our felicitations and
friendly greetings to the delegation of Saint Christopher
and Nevis on the cccasion of its adinission into the family
of the United Natlons, which is ﬁt another step towards
the universality of the membership of the Organization,

261, The regular sessions of the General Asssmbly have
always been of great interest and value to all delegations
present at thess yearly gatherings, It is a traditional time
to review and evaluate what is happening in the world,
what we expect to do about it and to.give thought to the
problems of the future, These occasions enable us to take
stock of various standpoints in the present conditions of
the world and to acquaiiit ourselves with each other’s
positions and attitudes, For our part, we leave with an
understanding and appreciation much better than when
we first come here,

282, For the past several yzars, the Assemibly has been
working under conditions of marked international ten.
sioti, In our view, the patter of events sincé our last

sésslon has shown no improvement or significant changs
in the overall international sitiation, be it political, eco-
nomic o social. In & world dominated by the polltical
aiid strategic interests of the great Powers, their adverse
rélationship continues to encumber international relations
and impings on the work of the Assembly. Unless these
rélations are improved we fear thiat the presest trend can
only lead to paralysis and donsequeint décliie In the
authority and power of the United Nations; This is?
predicanient in which the world Ot oft finds itself
aﬁpdhwﬁsﬂtmuthenmof thep wéhitve (o cdpe
263, 1t is evident that grest-Power relationships con.
tinue to dominate the present decade, with profound
implications for peace and security. Their mutual mistrust
and divergent views have so far been the main obsts e
to resolving the key issues of our thnes. Bxperience has
shown that a certain defree of understanding smong the
great Powers is essential before we can hope to gain
tangible ground in the peace-making process. The course
of any negotiations can be circumscribed by thelr indif-
fercnee or greatly enhanced by their support. If the United
Nations is to make a constructive move towards a safer
and more secure world, it is essential that the great Powers
do their part in making progress possible. Reorientation
of thinkin? and formulation of new approaches and
concepts of solution wili be pessible only at a lower level
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of tenslon. Iu view of the exceptionat responsibility which
the-great Powers bear in the questions of peace and
security, it is incumbent on them to come forth with
initiatives that would ensure reduction of international
tesions. This also means that thelr present antagonism
must give way to a greater degree of coexistence that
would reduce suspicion, build mutual confidence and
contribute to a more stable and reliable world order.
264. ‘The stability we seck requires continued efforts to
place international relations on sounder feundations
rather than on a balance of material forces, We belleve
that permanent foundations for world peace on the basis
of peaceful coexistence best respond to the hopes and
aspirations of mankind and command the support of the
overwhelming majority of nations, We come from dif-
ferent continents with diverse historical, cultural and
soclal backgrounds and differing political and economic
conditlons, all of which have their own validity. More-
over, huma nature is niuch too diverse to allow for the
impadition of an all-encompassing world system. No
single Power or group of Powers can expect to shape the
world's destiny in its own way. Indeed, such an attempt
would only accentuate disharmony rather than promote
harmeiy and would force nations apart rather than bring
them fogather.

265. In these circumstances, logic and reason dictate
that there {s no alternative to a policy of peaceful coex-
istence and co-operation among States, whether big or
small, and irrespective of thelr political, economic and
social systems. Let us recognize that it is in the Charter
of the United Nations.

286. The factor of great-Power rivalry is but one source
of world tension and conflict, The fact is that we live in
an époch of revolutionary changes which are fundamental
it nature. They have generated impulses and problems
which are unprecsdented in character and dimensions.
In this situation, a deeper source of tension is the conflict
between new incipient forces advancing to the forefront
aitd age-old forces holding on to domination. Within this
changing context, the full depth of the contemporary
crisls ranges from issues of disarmament to international
economic processes. It is also reflected in the problems
of the Middle East, southeérn Africa, the situation in
Afghanistan, Kampuchea and Central America,

267. --Having touched upon the genteral nature of world
15su¢s, I should now like to comment briefly on them as
théy relate to our conunon search for a viable and effec-
tive response,

268. Negotiations on disarmament and arms control are
Qustently encountering many contradictions and difficul-
&5, The world conununity is still burdened by the chronic
ptoblém of the armaments race, whose undiminished
tetﬂtgo continues {0 heighten tensions and posés a threat
to{aternational and security. Today disarmament
iations are in a state of flux, secmingy not uiprom-
{s i at times, suddenly becoming stalled and replaced
by the language of war. So far there has neither been arms
reduction nor disarmament. Both contending policies of
the great Powers assume that only more weapons could
provide more protection. Negotiations and agreements
on arins control to date have done little to limit either
weapons development or weapons quantities, and the
probability of nuclear war has not adequately or appre-
clably decreased.,
269. In a situation where the enormous destrustive
potential of nuclear weapons threatens the very survival
of mankind, fears about the dangers of nuclear war have
become more pronounced than before. The prevention
of nuclear war has emerged into the foreground as the
burning issue of the day. Arms and technology are but

tools of war, and factors influencing the likelihood of
war are inore political in nature. Removin{; thie possibility
of a nuclear clash means lowering the existing dangerously
high tensions. The great Powers have a special position
with regard to this matter, because the ultimate decision
as to peace and war rests with them. In the present situa-
tion, there can be nio major war without their participa-
tion and equally there can be no genuine peace unless both
of them will it. Thus they share between them an ex-
tremely heavg burden of responsibility, not only to thelr
own people but to entire humanity as a whole.

270. World public attention and expectations are now
focused on the ongoing talks between the great Powers
relating to medium-range nuclear systems and strategle
armaments. The absence of progress so far is a source
of concern, as a successful outcome of the bilateral
negotiations is widely looked upon as an opening to
progress in other fields of disarmament. Every proposed
solution should be explored, It is an opportunity that may
not recur or exist for much longer to reach a solution that
would ensure a secure region In Burope. We hope that
a mutually acceptable formula will be worked out to

roduce an outcome that the world can live with and that
s not merely to the benefit of one reglon and to the
detriment of another.

271, We cannot ignore the factor of time involved in
arms control negotiations, We stand at a crossroads
where the inability of arms control negotiations to keep
pace with technological innovation may pass the point
of manageability and make it impossible, in a practical
gense, to stop the accelerating arms race. The protracted
pace of diplomatic negotiations and the relatively moré
rapid pace of technological progress means that arins
control will become ever more difficult in the years to
come unless some bold initiatives are taken to arrest and
reverse the present trends, Meantime, while strategic arms
control negotiations remain at an impasse, advances in
technology threaten to upset the nuclear balance.

272. No single reglonal dispute has so preoccupled the
QGeneral Assembly in sheer length of time as have the
Middle Bast situation and the Palestine question. The
Middle East region remains in ferment, with hardly any
prospect of an early or satisfactory solution to the ques-
tion of Palestine, the ?rlmm'y cause of the persistin%
crisis. In spite of the efforts of many countries and of
the United Nations, it is still not possible to perceive a
golution to the many problems which festsr in the Middle
East and Palestine issues, such as the questions of Jeru-
salem, the Golan Heights and Israsli settlements in occu-
pled territories. Matters have become further com-
gounded by the factional divergence and strife in the

alestinian movement over views on how to achisve a
solution. This has caused a setback in the ntost recent
efforts of the peace process.

273, It is also evident thas any solution of the Middle
East problem, to be viable, must be comprehensive in
nature. Equally, a comprehensiva settlemtent in the Middle
Bast is not possible without meaningful progress towards

a solution of the Palestine problem.

274. The position of the delegation of Burma regarding
the issues of the Middle East and Palestine is quite clear.
We recognize the reality that, whatever the circumstances
of its birth, Israel has come to stay in the Middle East.
We accordingly recognize the right of Israel to exist. We
maintain, however, that the right to exist does not confer
on Israel or on any other State the right to acquire terri-
tory by war or to resort to unilateral acts that prejudice
the outcome of any final comprehensive settlement.
Looking to future prospects, we feel that unless steps are
taken to halt the current process of Israeli settlements in



14k meetlug—30 Septentber 1983 9

aceupled territories, it may soon make impossible the
chances for pursulng a negotlated peace. Another pre-
requisite for transforming thewena (s the withdrawal of
Isracli forces from all Arab territorles occupled since
1967, a move that we believe will conteibute toveards a
fust and enduring solution. As we percelve it, ang nego-
tintlons afmed at achleving @ just snd comprehensive
sattlement in the Middle East would necessar iay entafla
greater sensitivity in each of the parties to the dispute to
the concerns of the other side. What is needed is the
mutual recognition of the right of each side to exist. The
tegitimate rights of the Palestinian people to self-deter-
mination and a national homeland must be recogulzed,
side by side with the recognition of Israel's right to sur-
vival and need for seeurity. Failing such accommodation
between the two sides, peace in the Middle East would
surely be fmpossible. To our regret, the present imtxia-
cable antagonism displayed by the two sides holds Little
pr?:gise of making any headway towards a Middle Bast
solution.

275, In Lebanon the presence of unauthorized foreign
forees contlues to destabilize internal order. Frotractad
efforts to effect their withdrawal have so far foundered.
Moreover, the intractable problem of communal conflict
still faces the country. The problems of Lebanon stem
from the unresolved issues of the Middie Rast and Pal-
estine. Notwithstanding this fact, the overciding concarn
nust be to ensure the withdrawal of foreign forcas from
‘the emmtr?ﬂ and the realfzation of the full soverelgnty,
tercitorial integrity and political inde&eendence of Leba-
noh, within its internationally recognized boundaries, in
accorgsme with Szcurlty Councll resolutions-in this
regard.

276, The record of ongoing developments in southern
Africa provides Hitle cause for optimism. There has been
no real change in the overall pattern of relations betwaen
South Africa and the African front-Hne States which
border it. Military escalation and interference continue
to be directed and Intensifled agalust them. Moreover,
there i no let-up in South Afrlca’s glicies and practices
of raclal diserimination and epartheld, Indeed, the system
of apartheid has been extended to Namibian territory,
whose attalnment of independence has proved to be far
slowar than expested, -~

7. Five lfears Itave passed since the adoptionof Secu-
fity Coustcil resolution 435 (1978) as 3 basis for an intss-

tonally recognizad settlement for the indeperdence of
Nantibia. Yet still today the people of that Territory
remain the victhms of a scubborn colonial donilnation,
Hapes ratsed by the Unfted Natons plan for the peaceful
zatlon of Namiblan self-determination have faded
#ith-the intransigent and persistent réfusal of South
AfHién to csmpkiy with and o hopour what it had orlg-
¥ &ecepted. Its resistange to the forces of change has

4 Only aggravated the Namibian sltuation ot also
Gomstitittes & serfous threat to reglonal stability and to
{ntertationsl pesce and security,

278. The efforts of the contact group representing the
world"s most powerful countries have alse failed to fnflu-
ence South Africa, and today there is hardly any prospect
of a solution to the question of Namibia, A further
dilatory factor causing concern is the injection of extra-
neous lssues that tend to distort the reality of the Nami-
bian question, The delegation of Burma cannot in good
faith support motives that are incompatible with the fetter
and spirit of Security Council resolution 435 (1978). We
hold the view that any parallelism or linkage between the
independence of Namibia and extranecus and irrelevant
fssues can only raise doubts as to the attitude of those
who promiote the concept,

279,  Experence with regerd to the situations jn Afghan-
istan and Kampuchea reveals both the need for and the
diffloulty of tusulating reatonal conflicts from great-
Power refationships. The lmplications of both situations
are afready reflected in the politics of the respective
reglons. They also dentonstrate the baske risks involved
fu unitateral itetvention n any country by an éxtémal
Power. Bath futerventions kave been fraught with diffi-
culties for the intervener and the affected. In each case
the difficulties are of a nature to raise the question of
whether the form of fntervention has really served the
national interests of the intervener. While {u the short
range certadn goals may have been achieved, a pofitical
price has to be paid in the way of adverse world opinlon.

280, In line with our oft-expressed views on Afghanistan
and Kampuchea, we consider that the withdrawal of
foreign troaps from both countries {s fundamental for
arciving at a political solution. It {s also a preliminary
to forging better relations In the reglon. This {s a matter
of ;i:rlncigte with us, for any breach of the basie principles
of international relations, as enunclated in the Charter
of the United Natlons, canpot be condoned, since it
creates a dangerous precedent with wide-ranging impli-
cations. We say this becauss the principles of the Char-
ter are applicable to all States Members of the United
Nations and will survive only if Members faithfully
uphold them.

281, " In Afghanistan the good offlces of the Secretary-
Qoneral hava led t0 some moveient in the right direction
regarding essential elements for a comprehensive political
solution. We welcaitte these constructlve efforts and hope
thata breakthmufh will be gchieved to enable the Afghan
ple to determine thelr own destiny free from outside
nterference and to enable thie réfugess to réturn.

282, -Regarding Kampuchea, the stalemate continues
despite mant?' diploinatic moves in and outside the reglon,
The delegation of Burma considers that the achisvement
of a political solution in Kampuches must necessarily be
worked out by the Kamipuchean people thetselves with-
out autsidé fterference, We would hope that both fater-
nal and externat conditions will in time mature to allow
for a peaceful way for pational raconcilistion asd a
politleal solution responsiveto the desperate toad of the
Katipuchean peaple to survive and to live in peace.

283, Tuning now to the wosld économy, there is o
denyinig tiat it {s still in the midst of the nost sevére and
protracted crisls. No country, regardless of its level of
ecottomile development, slze and soclo-economie asder,
has Bedht spared the crisis, though the maia bruat of its

adverss intpact has been boene by the devela Saun-
tries. It mmmdtmm“m&%m
and an thie nicnetsry i gystents and has retied
thé & of trade warfaré asid fltkacial collipee,

mm*mmwmw T o e e
& RIeHe. { -
of iternatlonal relxtions, snd it underiites the anachro-
afstic nature of the existing system.

284. While recent forecasts talk of an economic uptum
in sowme highty industrialized countrles, the momentum
of recovery is as yet too slow to warrant jubilation. We
should, of course, like to be optimistic about world
recovery, the prospects of which, after all, should benefit
all nations. However, in many respects the world eco-
noinic situation cannot really be described as befug re-
sponsive. World trade remains sluggish, and interest
rates are high and have rapidly increased the leval of
debt service fayments. As a result, the international
monetary and financial systems have been placed under
severe strain. All this points to the fact that fundamental
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changes in the J’a“‘“'“ of world economic relations,
especially in trade and finance, are overdue. ’

285, New ways and means must also be found to nar-
vow the ever-widening gap between the export earnings
of developed and developing countries, so as to establish
a realistic and equitable basic relationship of a last-
ing nature, We believe that the balance of world oplnion
is swinging toward far-reaching solutlons and construc-
tive international action to redress the ills of the world
economy and not towards a serles of: stop-gap, ad hoc
raeasures.

286, A resolution in favour of the launching of global
itegotiations, adopted by the General Assembly in 1979
{resolution 34/138), was almed at spurring the desired
process of transformation i international economic
relations. We are disturbed that this has met with oppo-
sitlon from the richer developed nations, which makes
the s&art of negotlations still uncertain,

287, -Fusthermore, growinf Hinks between national eco-
nomies have enhanced their interdependence to the extent
that unilateral action by a single country or group of
countries to pull out of the present crisis may prove to
be ineffective and inadequate. In spite of this, there has
been a greater resort to unilateral action, and interna-
tional economie co-operation has slackened at a tiime
when it needs to be greatly strengthened. A healthy world

-geonomic structure can emerge only with the recognition

that widened avenues of international co-operation and
agreement are basic requisites to put the world economy
back on the path of recovery and sustained growth, We
fope that our present deliberations will help us advance
this prospect and that the examination of world issues
will prove fruitful, -

288, Mr. SALEM (Lebanon): I wish first to thank all
ficads of delegation who have spoken with empathy and
with concern for my countr'y, Lebanon, I sincerely hope
that a reunited and reinvigorated Lebanon will promote
the great causes to which they all contsibute.

289. 1am pleased to congratulate the President on his

election to the presidency of the thirty-cighth session. My

congratulations acquire special significarice in view of the

close relaﬁons?xi:%ng between our two couiitties, as well

as the traditional ties of friendship_and co-operation

tﬁhaa} charactgizs relations betwéen Latin America and
Abation.

290. I wish to express appreciation to the President’s
predecessor, Mr. Imre Hollai, for the able manner in
which he presided over the thirty-seventh session.

Zé%l. 1 also wish to pay a warm tribute to the Secr .
Qéneral for his dedicated work on behalf of peace. His

ﬁitédmliilunl of the inte{nggional cdong@unity m‘;l‘ of the
2 ations.peace-keeping and pedce-keeping capa-
wiflties, his huﬂm and dil?:fomada qualities and the
competent way in which he guides the work of the Organ-
fzation are all worthy of our highest esteem.

292. My delegation has carefully studied the report of
the Secretary-General on the work of the Organization
[4/38/1]. We express our support for the valuable com-
ments and observations in this report, especially those
relating to the endeavours to enhance the effectiveness
of the Security Council and strengthen the United Nations
peace-keeping operations, whose missions and objectives
are set by the Security Council.

293. My delegation specifically supports the Secretary-
QGeneral’s proposal to dispatch fact-finding missions to
areas of tension, to prevent possible conflicts which could
endanger international peace and security.

224. Our agenda this year is replete with increasingly
complex and still unresolved problems affecting interna-
tional peace, Lebanon, a founding member of the United
Nations and a nation sensitive to the problems of other
natlons, finds itself once more in the vortex of the storm.
We are therefore compelled to facus on our own prob-
fems, since it is our nation's very existence that is in
danger.

295. One year ago, at the thirty-soventh session, Presi.
dent Amin Gemayel stated here;

““... we have had enough; enough of bloodshed
enough of destructlon, enough of dislecation ami
despair, We have pald the high price of war. We should
not pay an additional price for peace. As a Member
of the United Nations we want our rights to be restored
to us.” [35th meeting, para. 7.]

This agpeal of yesterdar is still our appeal of today, for
we Lebanese desperately need peace and security with
freedom and justice. Furthermors, it is our right, indeed
our responsibility, to explain our case to the Assembly
and to absolve ourselves before the court of history, lest
misunderstanding of the Lebanese problem usher the
region Into a war that could threaten the existing order
in the globally pivotal Middle Bast.

296. Thereis a great deal of ideological propaganda that
insists that Lebanon will always be In turmoil, that Leb-
anon can never contribute to clvilized and purposeful
lives. Those who -maintain these absurdities see their
interests best served in conflict and confrontation; the
would feel lost and purposeless in a society of civilized,
co-operative and peace-loving nations. They insist that
Lebanon will always remaln intractable, ho&inf thereby
to dissuade the United Nations from exercising its peace-
ful role or friendly Powers from extending a sympathetic,
helping hand, - - - - -
297. In the face of this propaganda and through eight
years of bloodshed, economic ruin and foreign interven-
tion of every sort, it is proof of our inevitable viability
as a nation that no Lebanese faction has ever entertained
the idea of partition or secession. The Lebanese people
are absolut,ela' committed to a unified and indspendent
Lebanon. What the Lebanese people share is a precious
sxperience fn democratic government, unique in the Arab
world. Until war broke out, Lebanon was the cultural
aitd econoinie capital of the Middle East, the meeting
lace of ‘Arab and Western intellectuals, the centre for
ternational bankingnd trade and a precocicus sxample
of successful, peaceful democratic governaent.
298. In 1975, as the society of civilized States looked
o, this Aﬁ"emm democracy succumbed to a host of Arab-
Isracli, intsr-Arab and East-West tensions. To be sure,
Lebanon, like other heterogenccus societles, had its share
of internal tensions, but the virtue of democracy is that
it can réioive these tensions peacefuily, usilike other forms
of governnmnt which can only resist and suppress them,
299. Westand before the world asking for an opportu-
fiity to be left to ourselves in order to allow our demo-
cratic ways to resolve the tensions in our nation. This
request is in no way utopian or unreasonable, for many
of the oldest and most stable Member States of the
Organization—European, Asian and American—have
experienced similarly tumultuous and dangerous periods
in their past as they forged heterogeneous populations
into unified, modern nation States. Thus, in addition to
our courage, determination and faith, historical precedent
is on our side.
300. In Lebanon, a pluralistic society is attempting to

reach mature nationhood. The contours of religions and
faiths are being redefined in order to conform to the
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rc(}uiremems of the modern State, The political philos-
ophy of a traditional soclety is adjusting to the realities
of super-Power conflict, porvasive ideologles, supra-
national mass movemeits and modern military threats.
In many wa?'s the problems of Lebanon are the problems
of most third world nations, and to understand and
successfully treat the problems of Lebanon would be to
avert similar uncertainty and conflict in the third world
of the next few decades, :

301. Lebanon today finds itself occupled by three reg-
ular armies and by surrogate fighting forces attached to
those armles. Israel occupies about one third of Lebanese
territory, In the area under its control it raises local armies
and militias; it trains them, equips them and provides
them with logistical support, Isracl declares to the world
that it understands Lebanon and wants to save it, yet it
proceeds to act in a manngr that will lead to its destruc-
tion, To the Jewish people, who have tasted the bitter
pill of destruction, we now proctaim in this fnternational
forum, *“Let your actlons match your words, You wanted
security for your northern frontiers, You have got that
security in the proposed agreement’’. In the light of
emerging political facts we urge Israel to reconsider the
obstacles which are making the implementation of the
agreement diffioult. - ) ’

302. Syria effectively controls about ong haif of Leba-
qese territory. Its army no longer enjoys the umbretla of
legitimacy that the Lebanese Government had provided
siitce 1976, No one will ‘dény that Syrian forces have
played a balancing role In the past in the raging interna-
tlonal conflicts fought on Lebanese territory, but this ls
no longer the case, The prolongation of a Syrian military
gresence in Lebanon is likely to exacerbate relations

stween Lebanon and Syria, and it works to the disad-
vantage of both. In the Syrian-hield tertitory of Lebasion,
Palestinians, Iranians, le!ans and a number of local
organizations, armed and directed by the Syrians, have
bean pitted against the forces of the legitimately consti-
tuted Government. Clearly, Syria and Lebanon have
many inseparable interests, some of which have increased
gge‘atly in the past seven years. Cleasly, the relations

¢tween Lebanon and Syrfa were and still are destined
to be qualitatively closer than the relations bistween Léb-
aion and any other country in the Middle East. Lebaion
has made it abundatly clear that it intends-to-cultivate
thése relations, to address our common interests and to
wark with Syria in the promotion of ideals which the
peoples of thie two countries share, Now Lebanon calls
upon Syria to extend. a helping hand, to give msaning
ahd substahioe to the bond of brotherhood that ties the
Arab States togather, Wé expect Syria to withdraw its
forces in g mannér that promote Lebanon's sov-
g‘f?igmy whtilo at the sate time addresiing Syria’s secu-

<0 . - _ . E
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ngoﬂ in thie storth and near Baalbek in the east. To-
gether with other elemeits and some local militias su?-
ported by external forces, they were directly Involved in
fighting the Lebanese Army and in preventing it from
extending its authority in the area recently evacuated by
the Israelis. Since 1970 Lebanon has been the base for
military actions by the PLO against Israel, actions which
led to successive air raids by Israel and two invasions of
Lebanon, in 1978 and 1982, the second of which ied to
Israeli occupation of south Lebanon. The Lebanese, more
than any other people in the Arab world, gave the Pales-
tinians the opportunity to experiment with all types of
methodologies to reclaim their legitimate rights, If they
have failed to do so it is not for lack of good will on the
part of Lebanon. Now, however, neither Lebanon nor

the Palestinians wishes to perpetuate a tragedy which
‘may translate itself {nto havoe not only for the Lebanese
but also for the Palastinian civillan population in Leba-
non as well, We therefore call on the PLO to reciprocate
the good wiil it has enjoyed from the Lebanese by with-
drawing its fighters, as its leaders had agreed to do. To
the Palestinians whose presence in Lebanon is legal we
say that we recommit ourseives to them in this world
forum and seafflim that they will enjoy all sights and
privileges provided by the law. They will thus be able to
resume a normal and secure life, unequalled in its free-
dom and its cultural implications in any other country
of the Middle East,
304, Thus a Lebanon afflicted by forces from beyond
its frontiers proclaims to the Assembly in word and in
deed its readiness to accommeodate what these forces
claim to be equitable, falr and just to them. We are ready
to reason with all, clin%ing to what is our own, while
allowlng to the limits of rationality and liberality what
others claim to be thelr interest in what is our own.
305. Because of our legal rights under the Charter of
the United Nations, under international law and under
the rules of civilized existence, we feel justified in calling
upon the moral consclence of mankind, represented
in the Assembly, to save this vallant and beleaguered
democracy. ’ :
306, How much more can a people bear? Cver 100,000
dead; 500,000 displaced and homeless; more than 200,000
expattiated; tenis of thousands maimed or otherwise
permanently injured; historic citles and sites levelled,
destroyad and looted; ploturésque villages burnt or vazed
to the ground. Rolling hills and proud mountain tops,
once-the homes of anciént gods and more recently the
sanctuary of the one emalsclent, o—aipresent, omnilov-
ing God, have becoine the site for artillery pleces raining
fire, steel, destruction and death on a ful clvilian
population and on a Government which is attempting,
against heavy odds, the Herculean task of standing with
the right, the just and the falr and the myriad of fine
qualitles that are Lebanon.
307, Lebanon, because of-its plurdlistic soclety, its
democratic form of govermment and its geographical
Iocation, has bécome the centig of :cgnﬂlgﬂnig—,epoﬂcles in
tite region. Lebanon is, in offect, reaping the fruits of
all that has gone wrong I Middls Rsst polltics in the past
50 years, or of all thie policies that-havs falled to acquire
lég{tlmate status in the fluctuatiag ordér of Middle Bast
politics. To allow Lebanon to floustder in its present
courss is to aggravate the coflicts of the region and to
sxport them hg{&ﬂdiu frontlers into Syria, Iraq and the
Gulf Statés, which are also, lik % xed societies
vilose mmumﬁhm fires of Ideological
Mﬂﬂ . - L . )
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becane fighters challenging 1ot only litsel but the vary
Iiberal Lebaness order that allowad them to thrive. Syrla,
in its confrontation with Israel, has become highly mili-
tarized and impatient with Lebanon’s liberal régime.
Revolutionary Arab States exgloited 1ebanon’s pluralistic
structure and encouraged the rise of movements and
parties whose objectives were in conflict with the broad-
based consensus on which the Lebanese pluralistic, demo-
cratic order is based,

309. When others were busy mobilizing masses, building
armies and concentrating power in ruling élites, the Leb-
anese were contributing to peace and excelling in trade
and finance, in education and health and in the promo-
tion of the arts and the fine things of life. Perhaps in all
this we underestimated the necessity of building a strong
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State, sirong institutions and a strong natlonal army.
Lebanon's sln, if sin i be, is that it was too fresin a reglon
where fréedom was ot appreclated, too liberal in a reglon
kaown for its powerful réglmes and too permissive of acts
and thoughts that openly sought to underming the very
systems that nurtured them.
310. It has ntow learned its lesson, It will continus to
cherish freédom, but will ot permit it to deterlorate into
anarchy; it will continue to uphold liberal, pluralistic
values but not at the expense of & strong aind vibrant
nation State; it will tolerate, and indeed cultivate, diver-
sity of thought and organization, but within the clear-
cut confines of the unity of the Stats, the unity of the
people and the unity of govemmemai institutions.
311, Lebanon's war is a reglonal war with international
dimensions. The different communities of Lebanon were
forced by political and military facts jostling about them
to take sides. In conflicts involving the Israclis, the Pal-
¢stinians and the Syrians, virtually no community was
allowed the freedom to be truly neutral and truly Leba-
uese. Only after the baitle had raged for some time did
the Lebanese begin to realize what was actually happening
on their land, When the realization was complete, they
rallied to the cause of Lebanon and tried to extricate it
from the web of forces in which it had becomte entangled.
Accordingly the duly elected Parliament, one of the few
truly representative parliaments in the Middle Bast, freely
and unanlmousl¥ elected Amin Gemayel to the presi-
dency. The Parliament represents all communities, all
réglons, all political trends in the country, When Lebanon
signed an agreement regarding the withdrawal of Israeli
forces from Lebaiton, only two members of Parliament
cast thelr votes against it. An impressive national con-
geitsus exists to end the wars of others on our land, to
rémove all non-Lebanese forces from the country and to
stand behind the President in his efforts to liberate. unite
and develop Lebanon.
312, A year ago we asked the Twelfth Arab Summit
Conference, held at Fez, to acknowledge Lebanon’s deci-
sion to remove Israeli, Syrian and PLO forces from Leb-
anon. In early spring we asked the Seventh Conference
of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Coun-
tti&5, at Now Delhi, to support Lebarion’s right to get all
fon-Lebarness forees out of the counitry, The agreement
réached in May 1983 between Lebanon and Israel under
United States sponsorship requires Israel to withdraw
fully from Lebanon, Recently, President Gemayel sent
[€tters to President Asad and to Mr. Arafat asking them
to_withdraw thelr aried forees from Lebanon.
313, TheSecurity Couscil has repeatadly reaffirmed our
ghit to axtend our sovardigty thrdughout our land. Stnee
18 the United Natians hds maintatoed UNIFIL fa the
gduth, a force which héavy odds has upheld
Labanon's iegitismate rights in the afea of its gperation,
pioviding security and hope to the local population. To
tla countrics contributing to this force we express our
d&p gratiude,
314, We are deeply grateful to the United States,
France, Italy and the United Kingdom for their peace-
keeping forces in our country and for the support they
are giving the Government in attaining its broad objec-
tives, Lebanon must pay a special tribute to President
Reagan, who has wholeheartedly committed himself to
helping Lebanoen regain its unity, sovereignty and inde-
pendence. In the past week the efforts of the United States
and of Saudi Arabia, in quiet and intensive diplomacy
atween Beirut and Damascus, have led to a cease-fire
which we hope will end the bloodshed and start the
political process of conciliating conflicts and interests.
We are grateful to the United States and to Saudi Arabia

and to thelr able dipiomats who worked tirclessly in
achieving the cease-fire. We now look to the United
Nationis to help us establish the mechanism that can
adequately supervise it. We hope that this urgent and
humane objective will have the enthusiastic support of
all Members of the Orgaulzation.

318, Inshort, Lebanon’s message to the General Asscm-
bly is this: help us remove all non-Lebanese forces from
our country, and Lebanon on its own will resolve its
fnternal tensions and resume its valuable position as a
contributor to world peace and international prosperity,
both cultural and economic,

316. The Middle Bast is undoubtedly a region fraught
with conflicts, but of all the problems of the region the
Lebanese problem {s the most cruclal and therefore the
most urgent. The Itan-lraci war poses a danger to the
stabifity of the Gulf. Soviet-Ametican rivalry in the
Middte East endangers the delicats luternational balance
of power, The Palestinian problem poses a threat to peace
in the Arab East, The Arab-IsracH probleim threatens the
State system in the veglon. And, finally, there is the
problem of radical minority movements and the danger
they pose to a stable soclal order in the area.

317. If dialogue and diplomacy can succeed in Lebanon
this success will breed other successes, and the partiss to
the effort will galn credibility and momentum and go on
to resolve other problems. If Lebanon falls, every soclety
from Morocco in the west to the Gulf States in the east
will be threatened, Now the world looks on as the battle
between order and anarchy rages; every régime in the
reglon fearfully awalits its outcome. If there is any crisls
whose consequences spell the beginning or the end of an®
era, it 1s the Lebanese crisis, In a real historical sense
Lebanon’s crisis is axial and future events will be judged
by what was done or left undone at this juncture.

318. ~Lebanon is doing the impossible within the limited
means at its disposal. The Government exercises effective
control over barely 15 per cent of the territory, and yet
the people, irrespective of the force that exercises control
over them, are overwhelmingly with the Government.
President Gemayel has called aﬁm and agaln on
feadess of the opposition to join in a dialogue that will
establish the piinciples on which ths néw Lebanon will
be founded, Nowa dluo§ue conunittes has been estab-
lished and efforts are under way to convene it ds soon
as possible, The stage has been get for the formation of
a Qovernment of national unity and the opposition has
besn invited to participate in it.

319. We have in the past year built an army committed
to the impartial defencs of the sntire Lebanese polity, an
mtienf all the paople, for ail the people. The cohesion
of army in the past month is a reflection of the
cahiesion that holds Lebaness society together irespective
of the sxtraneous difficulties that are em!:md
by outsiders. We have given pesce and order to the city
of Befrut, the only area exclusively under Government
authority. Where the Government holds sway, the dif-
ferent communities live in peace as one family, and no
one looks askance at his neighbour.

320, Inspeaking to the Assembly about Lebanon I am
speaking of a subject not unfamiliar to representatives.
For over 100 years Lebanese have been emigrating to the
Far Bast, to South-Bast Asia, to Australia, to New Zea-
land, to Africa, to the Americas and, more recently, to
Europe and the Gulf States. Ambitious and daring Leb-
anese have been responsible for great intellectual, artistic
and developmental achievements in the new lands that
they have made their homes. In most of the countries
represented in the Assembly Lebanese hold key positions
in government, education and business. They left their
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native country in scarch of a deeam, the dream of excels

-Hug aund of giving thelr progeny more, much more, than
they had themsalves. I alse know, however, of the dreams
of the Lebanese today in the tortured land of Lebanon.
They are shinple dreams. Most representatives would be
surprised that they are called dreams at all, The Lebanese
dream of leading siniple, ordinary lves, They dieam of
returning to thelr cltles, to their towns, to thelr villages.
They dream of opening thelr shops in the morning and
closing them {n the evendng. They dream of harvesting
thelr crops, of sending thelr chifldren to scheol and of
welcoming them home in the evening., They dream of
peaceful walks to the village spring. They dream of
gathering as the sun goes down and recounting ordinary
storfes and ordinary events in an ordinary life, They
dream of what others take for granted.

321, I bring with me the aspirations of a beleaguered
people. My velce encompasses the volce of tens of thou-
sands of men, wonien and children who have lost thelr
fves in & merclless international conflict.

322, What 1 ask of the International community assem-
bled in this Hall is to help the Lebanese nation secure
the ormal, the mindmunt, conditions of national exlst-
ence. The Lebanese people themselves are anxious to
achieve the rest. The Lebanese are a capablg, inventive
and industrious people. They will not succumb to the
rages of International chaos and conflict but will mould
a stronger and decper national entity out of the suffering
that they have endured. We like to think that we are not
alone In this struggle, and we look to our brothers in the
soclety of natlons for encouragement, assistance and
suppart.

323, The PRESIDENT: I shall nowcallon delegations
that have asked to speak in exercise of the right of reply.
May I remind members that, in accordance with General
Assembly dectston 34/401, statements in exercise of the
right of reply are imited to 10 minutes for first statements
and five milutes for sccond.

324, Mr. AL-QAYSI (fraq): This morning [I3th meet-
fngl, in lis Friday serman, the Foreign Minister of Iran
engaged in g futile attempt to gain credibility for his
discredited régime, only to prove once again its hypocrisy,
decgption, abuse and deflance. - o

328, "Hé has accused my country of having committed
aggresston against fran. I shall not go lato the facts of
thé-case in detail, first, for the slmple reason that those
fqcts have been presented to the various organs of the
Untlted Natlons on numerous occasions, and secondly,
for the redson—in relation to which I should like to
challenge the Foreign Minister of Iran to come to this
rasteunt and announce a position similar to that of nty
untry—that Iraq is prepared to submit the question of
who-commiteed aggression agalnst whom to impartial
third-pasty acbitration,
326, The Fareign Minister of Iran attempted (o discredit
tite peaceful gestures of my country, quoting from doc-
umant A/C.1/35/5. We have hecome accustomed to the
Iranfan practice of quoting out of context. The Foreign
Miunister of Iran sitnply quoted one line out of a total of
two and a half pages, and I shall not bother representa-
tives with reading that long document to them in order
to show how deceptive the quotation of the Foreign
Minister of Irau is, and how casily discredited the rest
of the quotations in his statemert could be.

327, Healluded to the missivn of the Secretary-General
which was established to inspect civilian areas in Iran
and Irag, and he attacked the Security Ceuncil for not
having acted upon the report of the Secretary-General on
the work of that mission, The members of the Security

Council know full well that, if the Securlt{ Council has
not come up with any conclustons in relation to that
report, it is simply because of the sabotage performed
by the Iranian Governiment ln preventing the Councll
fr?mi bringing to a peacefui conclusion the work of that
mission,

328. Instead of responding to the serlous proposals
made by Iraq to settle the conflict peacefully, the Forelgn
Minister of Iran engaged in histrionics in complaining
about an attack on Dezful and Andimeshk. He does not
tell the General Assembly, however, that the attack was
a retaliation in response to an earler Iranian attack on
Iraqi civillan targets, the latest attack being one carried
out two days ago on Shandry, {n northern Irag, as a result
of which 186 persons, including two children, were killed
and 31 persons, including 15 children, injured, He does
ntot tell the General Assembly of the continuous Iragl
warnings to Iran about sparing clvilian targets from
military attacks. He does not refer to the numerous

roposals that Iraq presented and circulated in documents
n the United Natlons concerning its willingness—a sin-
cere and genuine willingness—and readiness to conclude
an agkrseemem on sparing civilian targets from snilitary
attacks.

329. Do I need to recall the Iranian practice of killing
prisoners of war or the Iranian practice of recruiting
children and throwing them into the theatres of war—a
practice recently condemned by the Sub-Commission on
Pravention of Disceimination and Protection of Minori-
ties—as on the Strait of Hormuz? This is the most ex-
treme form of blackmail and deception, It reminds one
of the policies of the Shah, the policeman of the Gulf.
If the Iranian régime has a genuine desire for the security
and welfare of the area, why does it not end its occupation
g{l ;gg three Arab {slands, an occupation begun by the

330. We know what the essential problem is with the
régime of the mullahs, It is the illusion of the export
of the revolution. I challenge the Iranians to come to
the rostrum and tell us of one Islamic country, only
cm?x,l tin twhc'se internal affairs they have not attempted
to interfere,

331, Mr, BL-FATTAL (Syrian Arab Republic) (inter-
Pretation from Arabic): My delegation had no intention
of § at this late hiour, but in the last statement
in the general debate there was an analysls of the Leba-
nese and the Arab situation that is totally differsnt from
our analysls of that situation, The Forelgn Minister of
nly country pressited such an analysis on 28 September
[9¢h mieeting]. 1 do not wish to reiterdte whist be sa

the reasons for the Labaitese crisis. -

332, Lebanon is faced with a foreign aggression that has
become a multinstional aggression. I suffsrs from the
Israsli occupation. It suffess from oceupation
and from other forms of occupation embodied in the
multinational force, We have stated our position concern-
ing all these matters, 1t is incumbent upon me to remind
the previous speaker of the Syrian Arab Republic’s posi-
tion of principle concerning the multinational ravaging,
the foreign ravaging, of Lebanon, imported from the
United States. I wish to clarify once more what the For-
cign Minister said:

*‘Our position on all these issues is clear and is based
on the following principles. First, Lebanon’s unity,
indepenclence and sovereignty are among the principles
whose violation or infringement can never be accepted
by SKria and the other Arab States, The Arab States
will keep working towards that end and assisting the
brotherly Lebanese people to recover their national
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unity and indopendence and soverelguty over all thelr

— tervitories. Iu this rogard, we cotitributed to the achieve.
ment of the agresment concluded a fow days ago be-
“tween the opposing sides in the civil war i Lebanon.”
{fbid., para, 144.)

333, Whenthe Foreign Minister of Syria states that we
contributed to the achievement of that agreement, we
could expect that official Lebanon would at least take
note of the fact that there Is an agreement, and it is
tncumbent on me to read out that agresment here, be-
cause, if implemented in good falth with the alm of
national reconciliation, it would change the history of the
civil war in Lebanon and restore Lebanon to the Arab
ranks which face the Zionlst aggresslon supported from
outside, I fee! it is Incumbent on me to read this agree-
ment because it will be seen from this agresment, which
is accepted by the Lebanese Qovernment, that the situs
ation existing in Lebanon, with the recent fighting, con-
stitutes an internial conflict, a civil war, with which Syrla
has sothing to do. That has been admitted by the Leba-
itese Government, I shall quote the agreement in full and
in Bnglish, from the text glven in The New York Tines
on 27 September 1983, It seads as follows:

““An immediate halt to fighting on Lebanese terri-
tory, on all fronts and demarcation lines, The truce will
be policed by neutral observers, :

. *Formation of a committee of representatives from

" the Lebanese Army, the National Salvation Front, the
Lebanese Forces and Amal to draw the necessary
arrangements and consecrate the cease-fire.'**

1t then cails for

~#,,, an urgent conference to begin a national dia-
logue among the following:

_ ““From the National Salvation Front: Mr, Walid
Jumblat, former Prime Minister Rashid Karami and
former President Sulefman Franjish.

“““From the Lebarnese Forces: former President Ca-
niille Chamoun aad Mr. Plesre Qemayel,

“Also favited to the conference are former Prime
“Minister Sasb Salam, Mr, Adel Ossefran and Mr, Ray-
mond Edde,
—“The-President is happy to also welcomte a repre-
sentative from each of the brotherly nations of Syria
and Saudi Arabia to attend the conference with the
officlal -Lebasese delegation, which will include, in
addition to Prasident &mnyel. a repressatative from
edeh of the executive and legislative authorities.”’*

334, That is the text of the qg:ment and 1 wanted
it 5 the record of this m&gg e ‘ﬁmﬁ:& of this
agreshion tefiite conel y yrisn
db R ,g!‘igwmﬂbmed. in co-operation with the Arab
gcuﬁtﬁa.rgo the cese-fise in & destructive war between
cothers.
335, 1 wish to draw astention to something that we have
said several times, as the Forsign Minister of Lebanon
knows, and I will use not my own words but those of
the President of the Syrian Arab Republic, Concerning
the presence of Arab deterrent forces, Syrian troops in
the north of Lebanon, the President said the following
to the Washington Post and the Los Angeles Times on
14 August 1983:

“It is wrong for those who believe that we will leave
Lebanon to be easy prey for the Israelis, because Leb-
anon is an Arab country with which we have links of
common history and common destiny, The problem
here is not that of the withdrawal of Syrian troops from

*Quotced in English by the speaker.

Lebanon. We do not need anyone to persuade us to
withdraw our forces. If the United States of America
desires thoe withdrawal of the Syrian troops, it must
compel ksrael to comgly with Security Councll resolu-
tions S08 (1982) and S09 (1982) concerning the Isracl
fnvasion of Lebanon, These two resolutions call for
withdrawal of Israeli military forces from Lebancse
tesritory forthwith and unconditionally.’!

The President of the Syrian Arab Republic added the
following, and I want to remind the Lebanese Foreign
Minister and the members of the Gensral Assembly of
these words:

“We desive a free and effective Lebanon within the
Agab framework, a Lebanon Iree from lsraell invasion
and hegamony, a State that can exerclge its rights and
fuifil its commitments within the Arab framework in
the same way as Syria and the other Arab counteies.’

336, We ace that despite this there s praise for the
multinational forces and thelr vole in Lebanon—ihe role
that would create a new Viet Nam and lead to the destrue-
tion of Lebanon, Syria and other countries, We smpha-
size the fact that analyses should be objective, not
divorced from the fvresem reality, and such an analdysis
shows that the civil war in Lebanon has been ended b,
the a%reement signed by Syria and the Kingdom of Sau
Arabla with the Government of Lebanon,

337, Mr. RAJAIE-KHORASSANI (Islamic Republic of
Iran): I am afraid I did not see anything significant in
the statement of the Iraql representative, Had I known
what he was aolns to say I should probably not have
asked to exercise my right of reply. He simply said that
we made a futlle attemmhls moml{l‘g to discredit the
régime of President Saddam Husseln, We believe that our
attempt was not futlle, but very useful. We had no inten-
tion of digcrediting a régimes which is alteady so well
discredited by its President, He does it very well, so why
should we do it? The Iraqi representative sald that they
are ready to call in a third party to declde who was the
essor, § understand that an international Islamic
tribuntal has been formed by sonte legal personages from
different countries. They wanted to ses our coustry and
wé welcomied tham in the same manner as ws welcomed
the delegation of the Secrstary-Qeneral, T-presusite that
they are still waiting to hear from President Saddam
whether they can see Iraq as well. When that answer is
given we shall know whether they ars ready to submit
the nidtter t0 & third party. They will let us know, of
course,
338, They also said—of courss, this was a big lie—that
we have bombarded their civilian quarters, When we
claimed thiat they had bombarded our civillan quarters
we {nvited the Secretary-Ceneral’s delegation to Iran to
e for ves and to prepare & report, We sho
be very happy if the Amb or of Irag would here and
now invite the represcatatives of the Secretary-Ceneral
to his country, show them all the evidence and bring out
all the bitter facts against us. That would be very, very
easy. Why do they not do it?
339, The represcntative of Iraq said, finally, that he
cgallengcs us. We do not challenge them. We just ignore
them,
340. Mr. ELHOFARI (lefmn Arab Jamahiriya) (infer-
pretation from Arabic): T wish to express regret that the
Foreign Min!ster of Lebanon has spoken against my
country. He made an unrealistic attempt to give the
internal state of Lebanon foreign dimensions.
341. Bverybody knows Lebanon’s problems and that
they have resulted from its signing an agreement with the
Zionist entity despite the opposition of the majority of
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the Lobanucse people. The Lebanese authorities, fnstead
of mctifyinf. the errors and reconsidering that agreement,
called In colontal forees to attack and destroy thelr peoplo
after sgreoing to accupation by the Zionist cntlty of oue
third of Lebanoit. After killing a large number of the
Lcbanese poople, they are now trylng to put the blame
on thelr Aral brethron,
342, Lebanon must correct the situation it s fnas a
result of imposing the Lebanese-Zlonist agrcement. We
categorleally reject overy detail of what the Lebancse
Forelgn Minister has sald.
343, The PRESIDENT: The representative of leag has
asked ta s&c;k again In exerclse of his right of reply. May
14 :Eemfnd that his second statentent {e Hmlted to five
minutes.
34, Mr. AL-QAYS! ([rag): Pammit me to make one
resttark first. I wonder whtether it really makes any dif-
ference if the dolegation of Iran is present or absiug,
because it sconts even when thefv1 are present they do not
fisten to what i3 belng sald In ¢hils particular Hall. I did
not gay &t all that they had engaged in a futlle attempt
to discredit the céghme in my country, What I did say was
that in his Friday sermon this morsing, the Forolgn
Minister of Iran engaged in a futile attempt to galn
crédibility for his discredited réglme, only to prove once
again its hypocrisy, deceptlon, abuse and defiance.
345, The way In which the mentallty of the mullahs
twists even what is clearly safd to them {s indicative of
the pollcy of the réglme of the mullahs in Teheran and
the way they proceed with thelr laternational rolations,
and the attitude of that réglme towards this Organization,
That goes for the so~called International Ialamic tribunal
with thelr sst-up In Teheran, and that also goes for what
titsy claim to have been a e o our past, They should
read the Chartér. They are bound by the Charter.
348, Our challenge is still there, Wa challenge them to
subptit to the will of the Qrganization, to the provisions
oNf tttim Charter and the resolutions adopted in the United
ations.
347, Mr. ABOUASSI (Lebaiton) (nterpretation from
Arglic): 1 sty l;' wish to add that the princlples of the
withdrawal of forelgn troops from illegally occupled
téiritories and the princlple of non-intsrvention It the
inteittal affalrs of States are two esséntlal principles
récognizad by the Interpational community. The applica.
tion of these two pﬁmlu should ensure that no rurther
{ovolvement in war and destruction will take place in my

cauitey.
348, Asfor Libya, the admission by Colonel Qaddafi
m pesarice of Libyan troong&e{n Lebanon and his
Kikration of the of forces to participste
in (it war [s enough of an answer to what has been said
4t the war In Lebanon.
345, The PRESIDENT: The Obssrver of the Palestine
Liberation Organization has asked to be alfowed to reply
to & statement made by one of the speakers {n the general
debate. I fntend to call on him pursuant to General
Assembly resolution 3237 (XXIX) and on the basls of
eartier precedents.
350, Mr, TERZI (Palestine Liberation Organization):
The Minister for Forelgn Affairs of Lebanon fn his
statement this afternoon, which was rather venomous,
resorted to a fittle sugar-coating when he referred to the
recommitment of Lebanon to the Palestinians whose
presence In Lebanon is legal and reaffirmed that they
gm}xld enjoy all the rights and privilcges provided them
¥ law.
351, However, something has been omitted in his state-
ment, He did not at all say that the presence of the

Palestiniaus {n Lebanos is not by chelce of the Palestin-
fanie but as the result of au aggrossion agatust the Paless
tinfans and thelr expulsion at the point of the bayonets
of tho Israclis. What le said about the Palestiniens balng
in Lebanon fi the wake of the establishment of Ieracl f,
in a way, trug, but it is not the whole truth. I would bave
expected him to say that they were there as a result of
thelr forced explusion from thelr homeland and weie
sceklilg a temparary refuge.

352, Bo that as {t may, the Pulestinlan presence in
Lebanon is regulated through bilateral agreements with
the Gavernment of Lebauon, which have been ratified
by the Lebaness Parilanent and which also refer to the
Palestinfan armed preseuce fn Lebanon to defond the
Palestinlans agalnst forelgn aggression, Those agreenents
have been endorsed in the Calto and Riyadh Protocols,
Apparently these things have escaped Ius memory, and
I do not blawe hic.. . - s
353, The Palestiiv. . refugees, we ar¢ proud to say, have
converted themselves into freedom fighters. They have
done this to exerolss thefr right to resistanics and their
riglhit to return to thelr homes from which they had been
expelled. We would have expected cvaryons to help us
in the exerclse.of that right and not (o put obstacles {n
aur way. - T R
354, The Forelgn Minister of Lebanon referred to a
letter seit by Presidént Gemayel to Chairman Arafat,
asking him for the withdrawal of our armed forées from
Lebanon. He remiuded us that the PLO had to withdraw
gs fighters from Lebsnon, as.our leaders had agreed to
0. - - TE R A
385, It is on:record in one‘of the resolutions of the
Security Councll that in June 1982 the PLO had decided
to transfer its aomed clomtaits from Belrut in order to
spars Balrut further destruction -and- bloodshed, Wa
honoured ous commitment. Wo were provented from
leaving Befrut from June untll the ¢nd of August, This
explalng the further destsuction of Belrut by the Ieraclis,
with thousands-more of vistims. It {s not because the
Palestiifgns wére thera, It s béoaues there wis a plan by
the fsraslis and fhielr lackeys to destroy Befrut add |
leally eumlnatgl;tﬂigiﬁgnim: ed slentents.
386, 1 would=pecall-hers that-on. 26 Juns 1982, i
sepressiitative of thie United Sl?trmﬁ,ma Scourity Coun-
f used his vela.agiingta draft sesoluition cailiig for a
cease-flre fn Befrut.! Ho sy oned.
son for the velg Wikt beaiu did:go
the concent of the elimisa
sleptents. Whed:

357. The PLOhas withdrawn its troops from Befrut
according to its commitment, The result {s well known:
the genocide at Ssbra and Shatila, the murdering of
hundreds of our people, iunocent wonmen and children.
We keep our arms because we have to exerclse our right
to defend our people aud to spare ourselves and the woild
anather holocaust like the one we had In Sabra and
Shatila—a crimingl act that was glossed over by the
futernational conununity without even belng condemned
and without any actlon taken agatust the perpeteatois ot
the defenders of the perpetrators of that ctime.

358. Chairman Arafat has very clearly expressed to
President Gemayel that the PLO s more than willing to
sit down to dizcuss and nepotiate with the Lebanese
autheritics the future of our presence and the presence
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of the Palestinians in Lebanon. Until this day we have
nat récelved a reply from the Lebanese authorities extend-
ing an invitation to us or ¢ven responding to our luvitation
to sit down together and negotiats.

359, 1repuat: our presence is regulated by an agreement,
A revislon of the provisions of that agreement can only
come about through a bilateral discussion between the
two partles concerned.

360, We ure also fmteful for the present cease-fire in
Lebanon, but would {¢ not have been much better for that
cease-fire to have come two weeks ago, through the
Security Council, which would ther have faced up to its
responsibilities? Instead, a cease-fire was concocted out-
side the Security Councfl, thug permitting an avoidance
oNi‘ tk{le rule of law and the recourses we have in the United
atlons.

361, The Forelgn Minister of Lebanon says that the
Palestinian problem poses a threat to peace in the Arab
East, He knows better. The threat is not posed by the
Palestindan problem, but by the Zionist expansionist alms,
Has he forgotten that since 1954 Israsl has made it very
clear that it wants to occupy south Lebanon and appoint
a Christlan officer—even if e is a major—as their lackey
{3 that area? So he was distorting or misrepresenting
story.

362, Naturally one coulu cpeak about cause and effect,
one could speak about a let, but time is short.

363. 1 think the Foreign Minister of Indonesia in his
statement said:

... the key to the preservation of the territorial
integrity and independence of Lebanon is to secure the
immediate and total withdrawal of all Israell forces and

- “‘the scrunulous observance of non-nterference by all
_outside Powers. This would ... facilitate efforts in
encouraging all contending Lebanese factions towards
negotiations leading to national reconciliation.” [See
para, 235 above.)
364. The problem les also in national reconciliation,
Letus t it; there is a lack of national reconciliation,

.hﬁx;tan top of all there is an Israglt presence that prevents
that, .

365, Finally, I fully agree with him when he referred
to the Lebanese draam of leading stmple, ordinary Hves.
That is exactly the dreain of the Palestinlans; tolead a
simple, ordinary life, to return to our cities—tis s what
we are frying to do. So we appeal to the world to help
_us retusnt to our citles, to our towns, te our villages, and
we hope, finally, that the realization of the dream of the
Lebanese will not take as long a time as we the Palestin-
ians have had to walt, not only for the realization of our
dreams but for the maintenance and realization of rights,
of our inalienable rights in our beautiful and peacefu!
Palesting, We look foiward to having peace in our
homelaad,

The mesting rose at 9.15 p.m.

Notas

{ North-South: a program for survival, report of the Independent
Commisston on International Development Issues under the chalrman-
ghip of Willy Brandt /Cambridge, Massachuscits, the MIT Press, 1980),

2Commeon Crisls North-South: coeperation for werld recovery, the
Brandi Commisslon 1983 (Cambridge, Massachusetts, the MIT Press).

3Report of the International Conference en the Question of Pales.
“tine, Ceneve, 29 August-7 September 1983 (Unlted Natlons publication,
Sales No. B.83.1.21), chap. I, sect, A,

4Reperi of the International Conference on Kampuchea, New York,

13-17 .{uly 1981 (Unlted Nations publication, Sules No. B.81.1.20),
—annex L.
38ce Official Records of the Securlly Councll, Thirty-seventh Year,
Supplement for October, November and December 1982, docu-
-ment 8715510,

§1bld., Thirty-cighth Year, Supplement for July, August and Sep-
“tember 1983, document §/15943.

7United Natlons, Treaty Serfes, vol. 402, No. 5778, p. 72.

SSee Gfficlal Records of the Securlty Cousncll, Thirty-seventh Year,
2381a¢ meeting.

91bid,, Thiriy-ssventh Year, Supplement for Aprll, May and
Jure 1982, document 8/15255/Rev.2.



