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C
hapter

F
ive

A
griculture,F

orestry
and

F
ishing

This
chapter

provides
data

on
the

area
of

land
utilized

for
agricultural

purposes,
agricultural

and
livestock

production
and,

also,
total

land
per

capita
index

num
bers

for
agricultural

and
food

production
Itincludes

data
on

fish
catches

and
the

use
ofagricultural

equipm
ent

and
chem

ical
fertilizers

A
gricultural

production
data

are
classified

according
to

Food
and

A
griculture

O
rganization

ofthe
U

nited
N

ations
(FA

O
)

standards
and

are
divided

into
six

m
ain

tables,
nam

ely,
cereals,pulses,vegetables,fruits,

industrialcrops
and

roots
and

tubers

Selected
indicators

of
agricultural

productivity
and

efficiency
have

been
calculated

for
the

E
SC

W
A

region
for

the
purpose

of
com

parison
w

ith
w

orld
averages

The
data

are
presented

in
num

eric
and

graphic
form

Priority
has

been
given

to
data

provided
by

official
national

so
u

rc
e
s

a
n

d
th

e
F

A
O

d
a
ta

b
a
se

T
he

E
SC

W
A

region
covers

an
area

thatrepresents
som

e
3

6
per

cent
of

the
w

orld
A

lthough
the

region
contains

a
num

ber
of

m
ajor

rivers
and

other
groundw

ater
sources,

the
predom

inant
environm

ent
is

desert
T

he
area

o
f

cultivable
land

in
the

region
represents

a
m

ere
1

4
percentofsuch

land
w

orldw
ide

The
region

suffers
from

a
shortage

of
w

ater
In

1995,4
percentof

land
in

the
region

w
as

irrigated,w
hereas

in
2000

irrigated
land

represented
3

8
percent

C
ultivable

land
represents

4
4

percentof
land

in
the

region,
in

com
parison

w
ith

the
w

orld
average

of11
5

per
cent

The
factthatsom

e
50

percentofcultivable
land

in
the

region
is

irrigated,
in

com
parison

w
ith

the
w

orld
average

of18
percent,

appears
to

indicate
that

a
serious

problem
exists

w
ith

regard
to

the
m

anagem
entofscarce

w
aterresources

in
the

ESC
W

A
region
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W
ith

the
exception

of
1991

and
1992

due
to

the
G

ulf
W

ar,
total

agricultural
and

food
production

indices
for

the
ESC

W
A

region
consistently

surpass
w

orld
indices

by
a

significantm
argin

T
he

case
is

the
sam

e
for

percapita
agriculture

and
food

production,
although

to
a

lesser
extent

T
hese

indicators
are

significant
in

the
context

of
the

region's
num

erous
econom

ic
and

social
problem

s,
w

hich
include

high
population

grow
th

rates
and

unem
ploym

ent,
as

w
ell

as
its

reliance
on

inexpensive
traditional

agricultural
techniques

rather
than

m
odern

technology

Levels
of

agricultural
productivity

vary
from

country
to

country
in

the
ESC

W
A

region
H

ow
ever,

productivity
levels

of
pulses,

vegetables,
fruits,

cotton,
potatoes

and
cereals

in
the

ESC
W

A
region

surpassed
w

orld
levels

in
2002

T
he

ESC
W

A
region

has
a

variety
of

livestock
including

asses
and

cam
els,

w
hich

are
used

m
ainly

for
agricultural

purposes
T

hese
represent

10
per

cent
and

5
7

per
cent

o
f

the
w

orld
total

o
f

asses
and

cam
els,respectively

H
orses

in
the

E
SC

W
A

region
representa

m
ere

0
2

p
er

cent
o

fthe
w

orld
total

L
ivestock

farm
ed

for
m

eatproduction
in

the
E

SC
W

A
region

is
insufficient

to
m

eet
regional

dem
and

form
eat,

m
ilk

and
eggs

and
the

m
ajority

ofcountries
rely

on
im

ports
T

otal
beefand

vealproduction
in

the
region

represents
approxim

ately
0

8
percentof
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orld

production
Poultry

production
in

the
region

represents
som

e
2

3
percentof

w
orld

production,w
hile

regional
production

of
lam

b
and

goatm
eatrepresents

approxim
ately

5
4

per
cent

o
fw

orld
production

In
view

of
the

clim
ate

and
topography

of
the

region,fish
catches

represent
less

than
1

per
cent

o
fthe

w
orld

total

T
he

m
ajority

of
countries

in
the

E
SC

W
A

region
use

traditional
agricultural

m
ethods

and
there

is
little

uptake
of

m
odern

techniques
T

he
region

accounts
fora

m
ere

1
percentoftractors

and
0

3
percentof

harvesters
used

w
orldw

ide
U

tilization
of

such
equipm

ent
rem

ains
relatively

inefficient
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C
hem

ical
fertilizers

continue
to

be
heavily

used
in

the
region

In
2000,

the
regional

average
usage

of
fertilizers

am
ounted

to
142

kilogram
m

es
per

hectare,
in

com
parison

w
ith

the
w

orld
average

of
91

kilogram
m

es
per

hectare
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1
9
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1
9
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9
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0
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u
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1
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1
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1
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1
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1
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1
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Jj-B
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*
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3
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0
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*
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*
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*
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0

0
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m
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n

U
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d
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0

*
1
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0
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5

3
1
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2

2
2

3
2
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1

3
3
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4
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.L

--JJ
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u
s
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h
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2
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1

*
3
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2
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3
3
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9
0
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1
9
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1
9
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9
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0
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2
2
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1
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8
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1
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*
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^
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2
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1
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*
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*
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1
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1
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1
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W

fl

P
er

C
ap

ita
(K

W
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2
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7
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6
8

6
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3
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3
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8
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U
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_

Jl

H
o

u
s
e
h

o
ld

6
5

,9
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3
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2
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1
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2
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6
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5
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6
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4
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7
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0
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2
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5
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0
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C
h
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p
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ig
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m
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u

n
ica

tio
n

s
a

n
d

T
o

u
rism

T
his

chapter
contains

a
num

ber
o

ftables
and

charts
providing

data
on

transport,
com

m
unications

(postal
service

and
telephones)

and
tourism

-related
activity

for
the

period
1990-2001

T
he

data
on

transport
are

divided
into

transport
by

rail,
land,

sea
and

air
T

he
data

on
transport

by
railw

ay
given

in
table

V
III-1

include
the

length
o

f
lines,volum

e
of

goods
transported

by
rail

and
passenger

num
bers

T
he

data
on

land
transport

include
the

length
o

f
paved

and
unpaved

roads
in

table
V

III-2
and

num
ber

o
f

vehicles
by

type
in

table
V

III-3,
w

hile
the

data
on

m
aritim

e
transport

presented
in

tables
V

III-4
and

V
III-5

include
the

gross
w

eight
and

deadw
eight

tonnage
o

f
m

erchant
fleets,

num
ber

of
ship

m
ovem

ents,
passenger

num
bers

and
w

eight
o

f
loaded

and
unloaded

goods
T

h
e

data
on

air
transport

provided
in

table
V

III-6
include

the
num

ber
o

f
aircraft

m
ovem

ents,
num

ber
o

f
passengers

and
w

eight
o

f
goods

transported
by

air

T
he

data
on

com
m

unications
presented

in
table

V
III-7

cover
the

num
ber

o
f

telephone
lines

in
use

w
hile

table
V

III-8
covers

the
volum

e
o

f
external

m
ail

received
and

dispatched
T

he
data

on
tourism

concern
the

hotel
sector

in
its

capacity
as

a
general

indicator
o

f
tourism

in
any

country
T

able
V

III-9
show

s
the

num
ber

o
fhotels,

hotel
guests

and
nights

spent
in

hotels
as

w
ell

as
available

ro
o

m
s

a
n

d
b

e
d

s

T
he

data
in

this
chapter

w
ere

com
piled

principally
from

n
a
tio

n
a
l

so
u

rc
e
s

A
d

d
itio

n
a
l

in
fo

rm
a
tio

n
w

a
s

d
e
riv

e
d

fro
m

th
e

W
orld

T
ourism

O
rganization

database
and

various
publications

issued
by

the
L

eague
o

f
A

rab
States

and
the

Institute
o

f
S

hipping
E

conom
ics

and
L

ogistics

F
ive

E
S

C
W

A
m

em
b

er
countries

have
railw

ays
and

all,
w

ith
the

exception
o

f
P

alestine,
have

m
aritim

e
transport

R
oad

and
air

transport
are

available
and

used
in

all
E

S
C

W
A

m
em

ber
countries
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In
1999,total

operational
rail

length
in

the
region,

excluding
Jordan,

am
ounted

to
som

e
16,500

kilom
etres

(km
)

In
2000,

passenger
m

ovem
ent

ranged
betw

een
196

m
illion

passengers/km
in

the
Syrian

A
rab

R
epublic

and
m

ore
than

62
billion

passengers/km
in

E
gypt,

w
hile

freight
m

ovem
ent

ranged
betw

een
849

m
illion

tons/km
net

in
Saudi

A
rabia

and
4

9
billion

tons/km
net

(excluding
livestock)

in
E

gypt

In
2000,

total
road

length
in

the
E

SC
W

A
region,

excluding
Iraq,

K
uw

ait,
L

ebanon,
P

alestine,
Q

atar,
the

U
nited

A
rab

E
m

irates
and

Y
em

en
am

ounted
to

som
e

300,000
km

,
o

f
w

hich
49

per
cent

w
ere

paved
and

51
per

cent
unpaved

T
hese

roads
w

ere
used

by
som

e
16

8
m

illion
vehicles

o
f

various
types

and
sizes,

o
f

w
hich

63
per

cent
w

ere
passenger

vehicles
S

m
all

and
large

freight
carriers

represented
33

per
cent

o
f

the
total

w
hile

buses
accounted

for
4

per
c
e
n

t

In
2001,

the
total

deadw
eight

tonnage
o

f
m

aritim
e

m
erchant

fleets
in

the
E

S
C

W
A

region
w

as
11

6
m

illion
tons

and
the

total
gross

tonnage
7

9
m

illion
tons

T
he

total
gross

tonnage
in

E
S

C
W

A
region

increased
by

12
per

cent
during

the
period

1995-2001

T
elephone

service
provision

in
the

E
S

C
W

A
region

has
increased

considerably
over

the
past

ten
years

T
he

num
ber

o
f

telephone
lines

in
use

increased
from

8
7

m
illion

in
1995

to
17

m
illion

in
2001,

w
ith

an
annual

average
increase

ranging
from

6
to

18
p

er
cent

T
he

tourism
sector

grew
progressively

during
the

period
1995-2000

T
he

num
ber

o
f

hotels
in

the
region,

excluding
P

alestine,
increased

by
19

p
er

cent
and

the
num

ber
o

f
hotel

residents,
excluding

in
Iraq

and
P

alestine,
increased

by
46

per
cent
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