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INTRODUCTION

1. The present annual report of the Economic Commi.ssion for Africa covers
the period 22 April 1986 to 27 April 1987. It has baen prepared in accordance
with paragraph 18 of the Commission's terms of reference and "'as adopted
by the Conference of Ministers of the Commission on 27 April 1987.

CHAPTER I

ISSUES CALLING FOR ACTION BY THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL
OR BROUGHT TO ITS ATTENTION

2. At its two hundred and fifty-first meeting held on 24 April 1987, tho
Conference of Ministers of the Economic Commission for Africa accepted by
acclamation the invitation of the Republic of Niger to hold its fourteenth
meeting/twenty-third session of the Commission at Niamey, the Republic of
Niger, from 26 to 29 April 1988 preceded by the ninth meeting of the Technical
Preparatory Committee of the Whole from 18 to 25 April 1988 subject to tha
approval of the Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly. At
the same meeting, the Conference of Ministers unanimously approved tho
following draft resolutions for submission to the Economic and Social Council
for action:

A

Industrial development in Africa l! 1/

The Economic and Social Council,

Recallinq resolution 1 (VII) of 23 March 1984 of the Conference of African
Ministers of Industry on the implementation of the programme for the Industrial
Development Decade for Africa,

Recalling further resolution ID/CONF.5/Res.8 adopted by the first General
Conference of UNIDO in Vienna on 19 August 1984 and resolution ID/B/Res. 57
(XVIII) adopted by the Industrial Development Board of UNIDQ in Vienna on
28 May 1984 both on the Industrial Development Decade for Africa,

Guided by the Lagos Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Monrovia
Strategy for the Economic Development of Africa, 1980-2000, and the Final
Act of Lagos 11 adopted in 1980 by the OAU Economic Summit. as well as ECA
resolution 442 (XV!I) of 30 April 1982 and Unitcd Nations General ASs(~mbly

resolution 35/66 (8), both on the formulation and implcmcntation of the
Industrial Development Decade for Africa,

!I See chapter IV, resolution 588 (XXII).

l/ Morocco expressed reservation on the entire resolution.

11 A/S-ll/14 annexes I and II.
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Taking. :rt9te of the decision of the Industrial Development Board to
allocate to UNIDO SUS 8.6 m.i 1 lion . instead of the SUS 10 million approved
by the United Nations General Assembly at its thirty-ninth session, as
contained in resolution A/Res. 29/233 in its 1986~1987 regular budget, and
concerned with the financial constraints being experienced by the organizations
of the United Nations system, which w0uld make it difficult for the allocation
of resources in the respective regular budgets of UNIDO and ECA for the
implementation of their Decade-related activities,

g~id~p by resolution CM/Res.1039-1074 (XLIV) adopted by the forty-fourth
ordinary session of the OAU Council of Ministers and endorsed by the OAU
Sununi t at .Addis Ababa in July 19816 and by resolution 564 (XXI) adopted by
the ECA Conference of Ministers at its twelfth meeting and twenty-first session
of the Commission at Yaounde, Cameroon. in April 1986,

Considerin2 Africa's Priority program,me for Economic Recovery, 1986­
1990, adopted by the twenty-first Summit of OAU in resolution AHG/Res .136
and the united Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery
and Development, 1986-1990, adopted by the thirteenth special session of
the United Nations General Assembly in resolution S-13/2, both of which
critically reviewed the socio-ecoDomic problems of Africa, and presented
specific measures for restructuring and rehabilitating the economies of African
countries,

:FE;;CrQni zipg the crucial role that the industrial sector, as a supplier
of major factor inputs, has to play within the context of the Decade programme
in Africa's economic recovery and development as emphasized in Africa's
Priority Programme for Economic Recovery and the united Nations Programme
of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development,

Ngtino ~i.tr. satisf~q!;ji.,gu. the mechanisms set up by the Heads of State
and Government of OAU for the implementation of and follow-up to Africa's
Priority Prograrr~e for Economic Reoovery and by the United Nations Secretary­
General for the implementation of the united Nations Programme of Action
for African Economic Recovery and Development,

ReJ,tefa,t.ing the region I s commitment to transform, through the process
of industrialization, the structUl'ta of its economies which are currently
externally oriented and heavily dependent on external factor inputs,

,Col\,cElrned with the persistent economic crisis facing the continent and
the serious constraints which hampel' the industrial development of the region,
encompassing the shortage of required skills and technological capabilities,
financial resources and a well-i~tegrated network of strategic and core
industries necessary for the implementation of the Decade programme,

fle ;I.P0pl;i.llQ the transformation of UNIDO into a specialized agency of the
United Nations system and the decision to convene its second General Conference
at Bangkok, Thailand, in November 1981,

St!~S$ipS the need to provide UNIDO and ECA with adequate resources
to support the programme for the Decade,

Hereby recommends as follows:
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1. Urqes member States, African and international organizations and
the three secretariats to intensify th~ir efforts towards the accelerated
implementation of the programme for the Decade during the remaining· four
years taking into consideration Africa's Priority Programme for Economic
Recovery, 1986-1990 of DAU and the· United Nations Programme of Action for
African Economic Recovery and Development, 1986-1990, the implementation
of which will require a substantial contribution from the industrial sector;

2. Appeals to the United Nations General Assembly to provide ECA with
adequate financial resources that will <enable it to carry out its activities
related to the programme for the Dec.adc, in accordance wi th Economic and
Social Council resolution E/1985/61 of 26 July 1985;

3. Further appeals to the Industrial Development
increase the resources made available to UNIDD for the
ordination and monitoring of the Decade programme;

Board of UNIDO to
implementation, co-

4. Invites financial and investme~t institutions, especially the African
Development Bank and the World Bank to increase the flow of technical
assistance and investment resources to ebc industrial sector in Africa;

5. Further invites the United Nations Development Programme, bilateral
and other multilateral donor agencies, to increase the flow of technical
assistance resources to facilitate the implementation of the Decade programme;

6. Proposes that in view of the high priority accorded to the
industrialization of Africa in the Lagos Plan of Action and the programme
for the Decade, member States, subregional and regional organizations as
well as international organizations should endeavour to ensure that the
regional indicative planning figure (IPP) for the fourth cycle contributes
substantially to the accelerated implementation of Decade-related activities;

7. Call? for an independent mid-term evaluation of the implementation
of the Decade programme as decided by the sixth Conference of African Ministers
of Industry in resolution 1 (VI) and invites UNDP to consider financing that
evaluation and participate in its implementation in collaboration with the
three secretariats of ECA, DAU and UNIDO;

8. Takes note of the
the Commission on the African
for industrial rehabilitation

report presented
economic crisis and
and revitalization;

at the twentieth session of
African industry and measures

9. Stresses the importance of the survival measures recommended for
the economic recovery and development of Africa, especially in relation to
the implementation of Africa's Priority Programme for Economic Recovery,
1986-1990 and the United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic
Recovery and Development, 1986-1990; and in this connection urges African
countries to adopt appropriate economic development policies and strategies
that correspond to their particular situations and take account of the agreed
objectives, principles and activities of the Decade within the overall
priorities of the two programmes cited above;

10. Appeals to the international community, multilateral funding
agencies, especially the African Development Bank and the World Bank, as
well as other bilateral and multilateral financing institutions and development
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foundations to increase the flow of investment and technical assistance
resources to the industrial sector in Africa on concessional terms:

11. Urqes UNIDO and UNDP as well as ADB, the World Bank, and other
relevant African and international financial institutions to increase the
USe of African non-governmental organizations and consultancy organizations,
as appropriate, in the preparation and execution of the projects they finance
in Africa:

12. Appeal~ to donor countries, financial institutions and relevant
international organizations, especially UNDP, to provide the necessary
resources to African Governments, subregional and regional institutions and
economic groupings dealing with industrial matters so as to facilitate
TCDCjECDC arrangements which will assist in the implementation of the Decade:

13. Endorses the new orientation being given to UNIDO as a result of
its conversion into a specialized agency, thus enhancing its central
co-ordinating role within the United Nations system on matters related to
industry, in particUlar, the priority being accorded to technical co-operation
activities, development of industrial manpower, the system of consultations,
small- and medium-scale industries, industrial rehabilitation, investment
promotion, development of technological capabilities, technical co-operation
among developing countries and the greater involvement of non-governmental
organizations and integration of women in the industrialization process:

14. Recommends the proclamation of an "African Industrialization Day"
which should be commemorated each year by all African countries and requests
the secretariats of BCA, UNIDO and OAU to carry out a study on the
implementation of this recommendation, taking into consideration the experience
of FAO in the commemoration ofits "World Food Day", and to present a report
to the ninth meeting of the Conference of African Ministers of Industry on
the matter, including the detailed financial implications it bore for member
States and the three organizations. The three secretariats should also study
the possibility of issuing special postage stamps commemorating the Decade:

15. Recommends the proclamation of a second Decade in order to accelerate
further the industrialization of Africa launched during the first Decade,
and requests the secretariats of UNIDO, ECA and OAU, after appropriate
evaluation of the first Decade, to undertake, in consultation with member
States, African organizations and relevant United Nations agencies, the
preparation of a programme for that Decade which should be submitted to the
tenth meeting of the Conference of African Ministers of Industry and to provide
a progress report to the ninth meeting of the Conference.

B

Inteqration of women in development in Africa if

The Economic and Social Council,

Considerinq the findings of the ECAjATRCW study on the United Nations
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women,

11 Sec chapter IV, resolution 597 (XXII).
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Consid(H~inq also the importance of planning women's activities within
the United Nations and through the medium-term plan to relate such planning
to women and development system-wide, among other things,

~ecalling resolution 579 (XXI) on women and development adopted by the
twelfth meeting of the ECA Conference of Ministers,

Considerinq the new restrictions regarding the programme for the
integration of women in development in the UNDP Fourth Programming Cycle,

Stressinq the need for UNDP to continue financing programmes for the
integration of women in development within the MULPOCs,

Takinq note of the recommendations made by the meetings of the subregional
Committees for the Integration of Women in Development,

Bearinq in mind the recommendations contained in
Programme for Economic Recovery, 1986-1990 ~ and the United
of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development,
which women have an important role to play,

Africa's Priority
Nations Programme
1986-1990 6/ in

1. Recommends to those States which have not yet done so, to sign,
ratify and implement the United Nations Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination against Women, in particular those parts which
have to do with education, employment, political and economic activities;
at the same time, women themselves are urged to co-operate with their
governments in pUblicizing the Convention and including it in educational
programmes;

2. RecoJ;l1ITlends als<2 to take note of the study on the United Nations
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
and undertake the recommendations of that study~

3. Supports the planning of activities for the integration of women
in development taking place within the United Nations system:

4. Requests that the Secretary-General of the United Nations lift
the freeze on the posts of women experts responsible for implementing the
work programme of regional and subregional machineries for the integration
of women in development and have such experts recruited on ECA regular budget
posts;

5. Requests also the Executive Secretary to adopt or modify all projects
related to the integration of women in development in consultation and co­
ordination with the meeting of plenipotenti.aries as well as the Council of
Ministers meetings of the MULPOCs and the Africa Regional Co-ordinating
Committee for the Integration of Women in Development (ARCC).

y A/40/666.

§/ A/S-13/2 annex.
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International mobilizatipn of financial Md:,t,echnoloqiGal resou
food and aqriculture in Afripa i)

h J ~;(~ -

The Economic and Social Council,

Deeely concerned with the critical food and agriculture situation in
Africa in the past two decades as evidenced by the drastic decline in self­
reliance in food,

Aware, however, of the improvement in the food .situation in some countries
in the last two years which, in any case, has been due to improvement in
weather conditions in these countries,

Convinced of the need to rehabilitate African agriculture, especially
through strengthening the foundation for a solid development of the food
sector,

Notinq the success in food production achieved by some countries and
wishing this tJ,"end to proceed towards the total elimination of hunger from
the African continent as soon as possible,

Recallinq Africa's Priority Programme for Economic Recovery, 1986-1990 ~
adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the Organization
of African Unity at its twenty-first ordinary session, which accords high
priority to the food and agriculture sector, 21

Rccallinq also the United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic
Recovery and Development adopted in May 1986 by the United Nations special
session on the African economic crisis,

Recoqnizinq further the critical financial gap which seriously hinders
the growth of the agricultural sector in Africa,

Recoqnizing also that the technological gap in Africa has a direct
relationship with declining agricultural productivity, which is aggravated
by natural factors such as drought, desertification, floods and cyclones,

Having considered the report of the secretariat on the international
mobilization of financial and technological resources for food and agriculture
in Africa,

Notinq with satisfaction the decision of the General Assembly by its
resolution 38/198 of 20 December 1983 to designate the year 1991 as the
International Year for the Mobilization of Financial and Technological
Resources to Increase Food and Agricultural Production in Africa bearing

2! Sec chapter IV, resolution 598 (XXII) •

.§/ A)<~0/666•

.2! Morocco had reservation on the fifth paragraph of the preamble of
this resolution.
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in mind the relevant criteria set forth in the annex to Economic and Social
Council resolution 1980/67 of 25 July 1980,

1. Reafti~ms the individual and collective
Governments to the full implementation of Africa's
Economic Recovery, 1986-1990 which focuses on food and

commitment of African
Priority Programme for

agriculture: 1]f

2. Reaffirms also the collective commitment to the United Nations
Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development, 1986-1990,
which also focuses on food and agriculture;

3.' Requests the Executive secretary of the Commission in col.laboration
with the Director-General of the Food and AgriCUlture Organization of the
United Nations to take all necessary measures to facilitate and ensure
effective co-operation among national, subregional and international research
institutions in Africa;

4. Calls on the international community to give
aid programmes to the agriculture sector in Africa
agricultural research and technology development;

high priority in their
and in particular to

5. Urqes the Secretary-General to put forward concrete proposals to
the General Assembly which would ensure the success of the International
Year for Africa and effectively mobilize the necessary financial and
technological resources to increase food and agricultural production in Africa.

D

Proposed programme of work and priorities for the biennium 1988-1989 11/

The Economic and Social Council,

Havinq examined the proposed
Secretary-General for the Economic
1988-1989 which the Committee for
at its twenty-seventh session in New

activities 11/ by the United Nations
Commission for Africa for the biennium

Programme and Co-ordination will examine
York from 27 April to 29 May 1987,

Convinced that the proposals reflect the requirements of the United
Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development,
1986-1990 (UN-PAAERD), 1lI Africa's Priority Programme for Economic Recovery,
1986-1990 (APPER) 14/ and the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the
Advancement of Women, 15/

1Q/ Morocco expressed reservations on operative paragraph 1 of this
resolution.

!!I Sec chapter IV, resolution 616 (XXII) •

.!Y E/ECA/CM.13/40.

13/ A/S-13/2 annex.

14/ A/40/666.

15/ UN DPI 86-44,198 - April 1986.
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first progress report l&/
work programme and priorities

on
for

the
the

Alarmed at the number of deferrals, curtailments, terminations and
postponements due to the savings measures takan by the secretary-General
of the United Nations in 1986 including fraeze on recruitment and reduction
in travel and consultancy funds which are continuing in 1987,

Takinq note of the recommendation 17/ of the Group of High-lave1
Int:ergovernmental Experts to Review the Administrative and Financial
Functioning of the United Nations that the overall number of regular budget
posts of the United Nations should be reduced by 15 per cent wi thin a period
of three years, the approval of the racommendation by the Ganeral Assembly,
and the steps already taken by the Secretary-Ganeral to implement the
recommendation,

Mindful of the need to improve the efficiency of the administrative
and financial functioning of the Organization with a view to strengthening
its effectiveness in dealing with political, economic and social issues,

Realizi:qg however that Africa is the laast davaloped of all regions
of tha world and that tha recent economic and social Crl.S1S had further
weakened the countries of the region to copa alona, with their economic
davelopment and growth problems,

Realizinq further that ECA as "the main ganeral economic and social
davelopment centre within the United Nations systam for the African region
has a crucial role to play in assisting its member States in dealing with
these problems,

L Endorses the work programme and priorities of the Commission for
the biennium 1988-1989 as contained in document E/ECA/CM.13/40:

2. Calls upon the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination to:

(a) Consider these proposals favourably at its twenty-seventh session
and racornrnend, through the Economic and Social Counci 1 at its second ragular
session in July 1987, their adoption by the Ganeral Assembly at its forty­
second session in September-Decarnber 1987:

(b) Take, together with all the other organs of the United Nations
(particularly the General Assembly, its Second and Fifth Committees and the
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions), all necessary
steps to ensure that adequate resources arc made available to EeA for the
implementation of this programme:

3. Appeals to the Secretary-General of the United Nations to give
special consideration to the Economic Commission for Africa in implementing
his savings measures particularly by allowing mora posts to be fillad by
recruitment, and increasing tha allocation for travel and consultancy services:

1&1 E/ECA/CM.13/39.

11/ A/41/49 recommendation 15.
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4. Calls upon African representatives at CPC, ECOSOC and the Special
Commission of ECOSOC on the In-depth Study of the United Nations
Intergovernmental structure and Functions in the Economic and Social Fields
to pay special attention to the needs of the ECA secretariat in the light
of Africa's current economic crisis and the secretariat's role in the
implementation of both APPER and UN-PAAERD~

5. Reguests the Chairman of the twenty-second session of the Commission
in collaboration with his Bureau to take this matter up directly with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations and to take all other necessary
measures in pursuance of this resolution at CPC, ECOSOC including its Special
Commission, and the General Assembly.

E

Draft Medium-term Plan for the period 1990-1995 18/

The Economic and Social Council,

Aware that a Medium-term Plan shall be proposed by the Secretary-General,

Aware also that the Medium-term Plan shall be a translation of legislative
mandates into programmes and that its objectives and strategies shall be
derived from the policy orientations and goals set by the intergovernmental
organs and shall reflect member States' priorities as set out in legislation
adopted by functional and regional intergovernmental bodies wi thin their
spheres of competence, and by the General Assembly on advice from the Committee
for Programme and Co-ordination,

~e further that the chapters of the proposed Medium-term Plan shall
be reviewed by the relevant sectoral, functional and regional intergovernmental
bodies, if possible during the regular cycle of their meetings prior to their
review by the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination, the Economic and
Social Council and the General Assembly,

Notinq
prepared by
examination
guidelines,

that the ECA draft Medium-term Plan for the period 1990-1995
the Executive Secretary was a zero draft that required closer
so that member States could provide appropriate comments and

1. Decides to appoint an open-ended Ad Hoc Committee based on the
present Bureau to look into the draft Plan and prepare the recommendations
to be sent to the Secretary-General of the United Nations on its behalf before
the end of 1987;

2. Calls upon member States to submit their views on the draft Plan
to the Ad Hoc Committee through the secretariat of the Commission so as to
enable the Ad Hoc Committee perform its task in a timely manner;

~ Sec chapter IV, resolution 617 (XXII).
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3. Reguests the Executive Secretary to provide the A.f:l Hoc Committee
all necessary technical sUPport7

4. Appeal,s to the Secretary-General to endorse the draft Medium-term
Plan taking the recommendations of the Ad I!.Q9. Committea for submission to
tha Committee for Programme and Co-ordination~

5. Calls upon the Committee for Programme
recommend, through the Economic and Social Council,
Plan to the General Assembly for approval:

and
the

Co-ordination to
draft Medium-term

6. Reguests the A2. Hoc Committee to report on its work to the Conference
of Ministers at its fourteenth meeting in 1988.

F

In-depth study of the Un~ted Nation~ intergovernmental structure
and function~.in tQe qconomic and social fields 19/

The Economic and Social Cpuncil,

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolution 671 A (XXV)
1958 which established the United Nations Economic Commission
and determined its terms of reference,

of 29 April
for Africa

Recallinq also General Assembly resolution 32/197 of 20 December 1977
on restructuring of the economic and social sectors of the United Nations,
and its annex, section IV on structures for regional and interregional co­
operation in which the General Assembly formally designated the regional
commissions as the main general economic and social centres within the United
Nations systcm for their respective regions and instructs thQ{ll to exercise
team leadership and responsibility for co-ordination and co-operation at
the regional level; and resolution 33/202 of 29 January 1979 on restructuring
of the economic and social sectors of the United Nations system in which
the General Assembly decided that the regional commissions shall have the
status of executing agencies, in thair own right, in respect of the categorias
of projects described in and in conformity with paragraph 23 of the anneX
to resolution 32/197,

Reca1linq furthar Commission resolutions 188 (IX) of 10 February 1969
on institutional machinery of the Commission which established the Conference
of Ministers; 191 (XI) of 12 February 1969 on transitional provisions which
provided for interim arrangements until the Conference started its work and
which contains the list of items to be included in the agenda of every session
of the Commission; 311 (XIII) of 1 March 1977 on the creation of the
Multinational Programming and Operational Ccntres7 328 (XIII) of 3 March
1977 on restructuring of intergovernmental machinery for development and
co-operation in Africa; 330 (XIV) of 27 March 1979 on restructuring of
intergovernmental machinery for development and co-operation in Africa with
Which it approved the present structure of the institutional machinery of
the Commission according to which there are organs dealing with overall

19/ Sec chapter IV, resolution 618 (XXII).
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development issues at the ministerial level and thair tachnical committees
of experts, organs dealing with sectoral issues at the ministerial level
and their committees of officials: and technical subsidiary bodies; and
resolution 521 (XIX) on sessions of the Commission with which it decided
to continue to meet on an annual basis subject to the practice being reviewed
at the twenty-third session of the Commission and fourteenth meeting of the
Conference of Ministers in 1988,

Fur~pe~ r~callinq resolution 40/237 of 18 December 1985 on review of
the efficiency of the administrative and financial functioning of the United
Nations with which the General Assembly decided to establish a Group of High­
level Intergovernmantal Experts to Review the Efficiency of the Administrative
and Financial Functioning of the United Nations with a term of one year,
to carry out, in full accordance with the principles and provisions of the
charter, the task of conducting a thorough review of the admini strative and
financial matters of the United Nations with a view to identifying measures
for further improving the efficiency of its administrative and financial
functioning, which would contribute to strengthening its effectivenass in
dealing with political, economic and social matters; and resolution 41/231
of 19 December 1986 on review of the efficiency of the administrative and
financial functioning of the United Nations with which the Assembly,
inter alia, decidad that tha recommendations as agreed upon and as contained
in the report of the Group of High-level Intergovernmental Experts to Review
the Efficiency of the Administrative and Financial Functioning of the United
Nations 20/ should be implemented by the Secretary-General and the relevant
organs and bodies of the United Nations in the light of the findings of the
Fifth Committee and subject to other specific conditions,

Takinq note of the opinion of the Fifth Committee W that suitability
of the activities of the regional commissions is a matter to be determined
primarily by the member concerned and that the regional commissions should
be consul conditited on any action to be taken in that regard,

Welcominq the decision W of the General Assembly that the Economic
and Social Council assisted as and when required by relevant organs and bodies,
in particular the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination, should carry
out the careful and in-depth study of the intergovernmental structure in
the economic and social fields proposed by the Group of High-level
Intergovernmantal Experts to Review the Administrative and Financial
Functioning of the United Nations in its recommandation 8,

Welcoming also the decision 23/ of the Economic and Social Council to
establish a Special Commission on the in-depth study of the United Nations

20/ A/4l/49.

21/ A/4l/795 para. 43.

22/ A/Res./4l/2l3 (I) 1 (a).

~ Decision 1987/112 (a).
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Intergovernmental Structure and Functions in the Economic and Social Fields,
which will be open to the full participation of all states members of the
United Nations on an equal basis and whose proceodings will be governed in
all other respects by the relevant rules of procedure of the Council and
to requast Wall SUbsidiary bodies of the General Assembly in the oconomic
and social sectors and all SUbsidiary bodias of the Economic and Social Council
to submit to the Special Commission, within thirty days of the conclusion
of their next session, their views and proposals on achieving the objectives
envisaged in recommendation 8 of tha Group of High-level Intergovernmental
Experts regarding thoir functioning and that of their subsidiary machinery,

Mindful that tha purpose of tho study is, inter alia, to: (a) idantify
measures to rationalize and simplify the intergovernmental structure, avoid
duplication and consider consolidating and co-ordinating overlapping activities
and merging existing bodies in order to improve thoir work and make the
structure more responsive to present nceds~ (b) develop criteria for the
establishment and duration of subsidiary bodies, including periodic reviews
of their work and mechanisms for implementing their decisions, (cl define
in precise terms, areas of responsibilities for the various bodies, with
particular attention being given to strengthening coherence and integrity
of the structura and facilitating the formulation of a comprehensive approach
to development issues and to the necessity of putting more emphasis on regional
and subregional co-operation, (d) improving the system of reporting from
SUbsidiary to principal organs, thereby reducing the number of reports and
avoiding duplication of documentation,

Havin~ .~xamincd critically the existing intcrgovernmantal machinery
of the Commission including their agendas, calendars and programmes of work,

Conscious of the crucial role of tho Commission in the region in general
and as tho main general economic and social development centre wi thin the
united Nations system in the region in partiCUlar,

Convincc;d of the continuous ralevanca of a unified approach to development
analysis and planning,

1. Reaf£irms the primary role of the Commission as the main general
economic and social development centre within the United Nations system for
Africa, and as cxacuting agency in its own right of operational projects,

2. f2Dfirms that the activitias of the United Nations Economic
Commission for Africa are increasingly reflecting and responding positively
to the current and future needs of the African region;

3. Deciqes as follows:

24/ ..J1li£. (i l •
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A.
and,eJ.annipg

(a) C9nfar~nce of African Ministers responsib~q~or ecppomic dq~alQEmpnt

and e;tarpinq

Given the status of
it should continue to
Preparatory Committee of

the Conference as the suprem~ organ of the Con~ission

function as at present, assisted by the Technical
the Whole.

(b) Confer~nce q,t; Ministers of the African Least
and its Tec~nic~l ~ommittoo of EXEe~~s

Given the increasing numbcr of African least developed countries and
the worsening trend of their 5i tuation, the Conference of Ministers of the
African LOCs and its Technical Committee of Experts should continue to function
as they were established to do and it is left to the secretariat to determine
whether they should meet annually or biennially.

(c) ,founcil!!l._ of Ministerlil of the MUltinati0l'l.~l Proqram~inq and
OEer~.i£E~c:entres 9nd. theiJ;, C;Orqmitt~~s" of Officials

In view of the fact 'that economic co-operation and integration will
continue to ba tha foundation of the African Common Market and the African
Economic Community, tha Councils of Ministers of the MULPOCs and their
committees of officials should ramain.

B. Orqans daalinq witq ~a~toral issues at...:th£. minist;,~ria:Llavel and their
~~qhn!9~;t qommitte~~ of Qxperts

(a) Sectoral-£gpfarepce~of Ministars wholly sa~viced by, the sesretar~

of 'the Commissiop

(i) Conference of African Ministers of Transport, Communications and
Planning and its technical committee of officials;

Rcsourcas
Committee

of African Ministars Responsibla for Human
Planning and Utilization and its Technical

Conference
Oevalopmant,
of Officials;

( iLl

(iii) Conference of African Ministers of Finance and its Technical
Committee of Experts:

(iv) Conference of African Ministers Responsible for Mineral Development,
Exploration and Utilization and its Technical Committee of Experts.

In view of the continuing need for the speci.alized viaws and
recommendations of the Sectoral Conferances of Ministers in whose work the
Organization of African unity is increasingly participating, all the Sectoral
Conferences of Ministers in this category should contirue to function. ~~

25/ Morocco expressed reservations on these items of "the resolution.
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(b) The Councils of Ministers of the MULPOCs

and
they

technical
Industrial

and its
Nations

Conference of African Ministers of Industry
committee of officials [with the United
Development Organization (UNIDD) and OAU), and

(ii )

C. Technical SUbsidiary bodies

In view of the continuing need for the specialized views
rocommendations of this category of Sectoral Conferonces of Ministers,
should continue to function. The method of sharing costs should continue.

(d) Intergovernmental Regional Committee for Human Settlements and
Environment, and

(a) The Conference of Ministers responsible for economic development
and Rlannina

(b) Africa Regional Co-ordinating Committee for the Integration of
Woman in Development;

II. Methods of work including periodicity of meetinqs and agenda
of the institutional machinery of the Commission

(c) Intergovernmental Committee for Science and Technology Development,

(a) Joint Conference of African Planners, Statisticians and Demographers7

(i) Conference of African Ministers of Social Affairs and its technical
committee of officials [with the Organization of· African Unity
(OAU) ] ,

(iii) Conference of African Ministers of Trade and its technical committee
of officials [with DAU and with the ac·tive support of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)).

(b) Sectoral Conf~rences of Ministers serviced, in co-operation with
other organizations

These bodies report directly to the Conference of Ministers responsible
for economic development and planning through the Technical Preparatory
Committee of the Whole and their services will continue to be invaluable
to its work. Therefore they should continue to function.

To approve the decision of some of the Councils of Ministers of the
MULPOCs to meet henceforth on a biennial basis and recommends that the Councils

(e) Technical Committee of Pan-African Development Information System
(PADIS).

Given the continuing economic crisis in Africa and the necessity to
monitor it continuously, the role which the Conference plays in the activities
of the OAU related to economic matters, of the Economic and Social Council
and the General Assembly of the United Nations all of which meet annually,
the Commission should continue to meet annually subject to the practice being
reviewed in 1992.
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of the remaining MULPOCs should examine the issue at their next meetings
and decide to meet henceforth on a biennial basis. Tho work of the MULPOCs
should be supervised in intersessional years by small committees of their
member States. The lengths of the documents to be submitted to them and
of those of their own reports should conform to the standards set by the
United Nations. Both at official and ministerial levels the mcotings of
the MULPOCs shOUld not take more than six days.

Cc) Sectoral Conferences of Ministers
secretariat 9f the Commission and
with other organizations

those
those

servic?d
servi,csd

wholl~ by the
in co-operation

The meetings of the Sectoral Conferences should continue to be held
on a biennial basis. The agenda should be short and well focused. The lengths
of documents to be submitted to them and of those of their own reports, shOUld
conform to the standards set by the United Nations. Both at the official
and ministerial levels, these sectoral meetings should not take more than
six days.

Cd) Technical subsidiary bodies

The technical subsidiary bodies should continue to meet on a biennial
basis. The duration of their meetings should be short and business-like.
The lengths of documents to be submi tted to them and of those of their own
reports should conform to the standards set by the United Nations.

4. Appeals to the Special Commission to consider these decisions
favourably for incorporation into its recommendations;

5. Requests the Executive Secretary to transmit this resolution to
the Special Commission not later than 27 May 1987.
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CHAPTER II

WORK OF THE COMMiSSION DURING THE PERIOD
22 APRIL 1986 TO 27 APRIL 1987

A. Activities of subsidiary bodies

3. The list of meetings of subsidiary bodies held during the period under
review is contained in annex III to this report.

B. Other activities

under the Commission's approved programme
to the relevant resolutions of the General
Council and the Conference of Ministers

4. The activities carried out
of work and priorities or pursuant
Assembly, the Economic and Social
are described below:

Development issues and policies

5. The secretariat completed the Survey of Economic and Social Conditions
in Africa, 1985-1986 which covers developments in the Afri.can region during
1985-1986 and provides forecasts of the main macro-economic variables for
1987. The findings of the Survey still reveal a dismal performance of the
region as a whole, recording only a meagre growth of 1.2 per cent in 1986
in the overall regional output. While some recovery occurred in the
agricultural sector due to improvements in weather conditions, adverse
developments in the external sector culminating in depressed export commodity
prices (in particular oil) and the debilitating burden of debt ser"ITicing,
were the major impeding factors behind such sluggish performance.

6. In the field of planning and projections, the secretariat completed
four studies on multisectoral planning models. These were the integration
of the informal sector in multisactoral development planning in Africa, the
dynamization of input-output projections of economic growth in developing
African countries, the treatment of price and balance-af-payments variables
in short-term forecasting models using social accounting matrices (SAMs),
and the elaborate modelling of the energy sector for improved energy balance
in Africa. These studies were examined by a workshop and various
recommendations were made for developing their analytical aspects and upgrading
sectoral planning capabilities at the national level. Preparations began
on studies of sectoral planning within subregional co-operation arrangements,
in particular the analysis of areas of co-operation in transport and trade.
Short-term forecasting systems based on social accounting matrices were
established in some countries as early warning systems to signal domestic
as well as external vulnerability. Assistance in planning was provided to
some African countries.

J

7. The activities dealing with matters of interest to the African least
developed countries varied between representation of the secretariat at Donor
Round Tables organized between some countries and the donor community, on
the one hand, and the preparation and servicing of the fifth and sixth meetings
of the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts of African Least Developed
Countries and the Conference of Ministers of African Least Developed Countries
in April 1987 respectively.
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8. Among the Donor Round Tables at which the secretariat was represented
were the second Donor Round Table organized by the Government of Cape Verde
as a means of ensuring an open dialogue and a better understanding between
Cape Verde and its development partners and the Togo sectoral follow-up meeting
to the Donor Round Table on the soc io-cultural sector held at Lome, Togo,
from 20 to 24 October 1986.

9. The secretariat responded to a questionnaire sent by the United Nations
Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR) for assessing the specific
training needs of officials responsible for managing public foreign debt
in the least developed countries (LDCs) in general. The response of the
secretariat alluded to such factors as lack Df effective co-ordination at
the national level and inefficient monitoring of foreign commi tments ~ poor
project design, negotiation, implementation and monitoring which led to
increased costs; weak capacity of African countries to handle complex
international financing negotiations.

10. Following a request Df the Intergovernmental Authority on Drought and
Development (IGADD) for the usc of data, information and other logistic
facilities, the secretariat compiled a 50-page document on country notes
and data for IGADD member States. These included five African LDCs and the
document was used by the IGADD National Experts Committee at its five-week
meeting which began on 16 June 1986 at Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, to prepare
and finalize national and subregional programmes and projects for submission
to donors.

11. For the servicing of scheduled meetings in April 1987, the secretariat
prepared, among other things, a number of outputs including: (i) Review of
economic and social conditions in African Least Developed Countries, 1985­
1986 (E/ECA/LDCs.7/EXP.6/2); (ii) Progress towards the implementation of
the Substantial New Programme of ActiDn in African Least Developed Ccountries
(E/ECA/LDCs.7/EXP.6.3); (iii) The implication of structural adjustment and
stabilization programmes for long-term growth and development in African
Least Developed Countries (E/ECA/LDCs.7/EXP.6/4); and (iv) Review of ECA
activities from April 1986 to April 1987, those programmed for the remainder
of 1987 and work programme for 1988-1989 in favour of African Least Developed
Countries (E/ECA/LDCs.7/EXP.6/S).

Industrial develDpment

12. During the period under review, the activities of the secretariat focused
on four subprogrammes: (a) policy development, planning and institution­
building, (b) development of basic industries, (c) development of agro­
and forest-based industries, and (d) development of small-scale industries.

Policy development. planninq and institution-buildinq

13. The main thrust of the activities of the secretariat in this subprogramme
went towards the enhancement of policy formulation and planning capabilities.
To this end, advisory missions were undertaken to countries of the Lusaka,
Gisenyi and Yaounde MULPOCs for the purpose of discussing modalities for
re-focusing industrial policies and plans, laying sound foundations for
industrial co-operation and developing indigenous capabilities and
infrastructural capacities. Preliminary discussions were held in preparation
for consultations among Cameroon, the Central African Republic, the Congo,
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Gabon and Zaire on the rehabilitation of the Maluku Steel Plnnt in Zaire.
Finally, substantive and technical support was provided to the African Regional
Centre for Engineering Design and Manufacturing (ARCEDEM) including
participation in a study tour in Hungary in September/October 1986 and the
preparation of instructional materials for a seminar held in Arusha, the
United Republic of Tanzania in November 1986.

Development of basic industries

14. In the metallurgical industries subsector, the secretariat concentrated
its activities on reviewing the status of supply and demand for iron and
steel products in the West African subregion. A mission report on six
countries (Senegal, Liberia, Cate d'Ivoire, Burkina Faso, Ghana and Nigeria)
made proposals for an integrated development strategy for iron and steel
industries in the subregion.

15. In the field of engineering industries, a comprehensive report entitled
"Engineering industry development programme for selected Eastern and Southern
African countries of the Preferential Trade Area" (Ethiopia, Kenya, Mauritius,
the United Republic of Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe) which identified
existing engineering industries that require upgrading was prepared. Missions
were undertaken to Zambia, Tanzania, Mozambique, Angola and Ethiopia as well
as to Zaire, the Congo, Gabon, Cameroon and the Central African Republic.

16. In the chemical industr ies subsector the activi ties of the secretaria t
aimed at strengthening sUbregional chemical industries such as the phosphoric
acid plant located in Togo, the pharmaceutical products plant in Sierra Leone
and the rehabilitation of a quinquina plant in Guinea. Field missions were
undertaken to appraise the phytosanitary products plant for Burkina Faso
and the Niger, the pharmaceutical plant in Nigeria and the subregional ammonia
plant in Cote d'Ivoire.

Development of agro- and forest-based industries

17. Advisory services were provided to Guinea on the rehabilitation of the
integrated Faranah Gari Complex. Profiles on proven industrial and small­
scale cassava processing technology were prepared for meetings of the Councils
of Ministers of the West, Central and Eastern and Southern African MULPOCs.
In a programme for technical co-operation among developing countries (TCDC),
industrial cassava flour processing technology was successfully transferred
from Cote d I Ivoire to Zaire. A study on forest products was undertaken and
presented to the Governments of Burundi, Rwanda and Zaire. Forest products
from the Rugazi plantation in Burundi and the Fanalamanega Plantation Scheme
in Madagascar were developed and scale drawings provided for the manufacture
of low-cost furniture in Ethiopia.

Development of small-scale industries

18. Activities in the area of small-scale industries centred around the
provision of advisory services on the formulation of policic s and on the
strengthening of institutions for small-scale industries in Botswana, Kenya,
Mauritius, Madagascar, the Comoros, the United Republic of Tanzania and Zambia.
This was for the purpose of enhancing capabilities for preparing project
profile portfolios on agricultural implements. In Central Africa, the
secretariat organized, at Bujumbura, Burundi, from 14 to 16 January 1987,
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a workshop on the preparation of project profile portfolios for promoters
of small-scale industries and Government officials from Burundi, Rwanda and
Zaire.

Statistics

19. As in the past, the work programme of the secretariat during the period
under review focused on assistance to African countries in the development
and strengthening of their demographic and social censuses and surveys,
international trade and related statistical services.

20. The major programmes of the secretariat that respond to the needs of
national statistical services include the African Household Survey Capability
Programme (AHSCP), the Statistical Training Programme for Africa (STPA),
the National Accounts Capability Programmrne (NACP), the Regional Advisory
Service in Demographic Statistics (RASDS) and the development of statistical
data bases. Work on environmental statistics is expected to begin as soon
as administrative arrangements have been completed.

21. In addition to the above activities, the secretariat produced the
following publications: 1984 African Socio-economic Indicators, Statistical
Information Bulletin No. 18, 1986 Directory of African Statisticians,
Statistical Newsletter Nos. 65 and 66 and STPA News Nos. 11 and 12. Computer
print-outs on demographic and social statistics, external trade statistics,
economic statistics and integrated social, demographic and economic statistics
were produced and sent to the African Statistical Offices. In addition
computer print-outs of the 1985 African statistical Yearbook and the African
Socio-economic Indicators were completed.

22. Other publications, namely, Foreign Trade Statistics for Africa: Series
A Nos. 27, 28 and 29, and Series C Nos. 4, 5 and 6, 1984 African Statistical
Information Bulletin No. 19 were being prepared.

23. During the period under review, four meetings were held. These are:

(a) Seminar on the Review of the United Nations System of National
Accounts (SNA) (Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 29 September - 30 October 1986);

(b) Workshop on Household Surveys for French-speaking African countries
(Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 20-24 October 1986):

(c) Training Workshop on Health Interview Surveys (jointly sponsored
by WHO, ECA, UNSO and UNICEF) (Harare, Zimbabwe, 10-28 November 1986): and

(d) Seminar on Statistical Data Base Development for French-speaking
African countries (Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 24-28 November 1986).

Food and aqriculture

24. During the period under review, the activities of the secretariat in
the food and agriculture sector have been and will continue to be oriented
towards building up capabilities in selected areas. These encompass (a)
agricultural development planning and policies; (b) conservation and n~nagement

of forest resources; (c) promotion of integrated rural development; (d)
strengthening of agricultural institutions: (~) harmonization and co-ordination

,@\~------------
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of livestock policies and progranunes; (f) prevention of food losses,; and
(g) promotion of food security.

25. In the areas of agricultural development planning and policies, a
technical publication on agricultural development planning for government
policy-makers, planners and administrators has been finalized. In addition,
a report on land-usc policies and farming systems in Africa has been produced
for submission to the ECA Conference of Ministers in 1987 along with a
technical publication on measures for the improvement of agricultural
statistical data.

26. Various activities have been carried out with respect to the
implementation of the food and agriculture aspects of the Lagos Plan of Action
(LPA). In this connection, three reports have been produced on the
implementation of LPA for submission to the ECA Conference of Ministers and
to the policy-making organs' meetings of the Lusaka- and Niamey-based MULPOCs
in 1987.

27. With regard to the conservation and development of forest resources,
a report to the ECA Conference of Ministers entitled "Policy measures and
institutions for improved forest conservation, management and development"
has been prepared. Moreover, a technical publication on programmes and
measures in land-usc with respect to conservation, soil management, wildlife
and forest resources has been prepared for usc by member countries.

28. In the domains of integrated rural development and improvement of
agricultural institutions and services, a number of activities have been
carried out. Two technical publications on the harmonization of livestock
development policies in North Africa and on subregional co-operation in the
production and distribution of veterinary products in West Africa have been
produced. In addition, a report entitled "Multinational co-operation
programmes and projects for the improvement of livestock production" had
been prepared for the 1987 ECA Conference of Ministers. A report on
harmonization of agricultural mechanization policies and strategies has also
been finalized for submission to this year's Tangier-based MULPOC meeting.
In respect of agrarian reform, a report on the implementation of the
recommendations of the World Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural
Development (WCARRD) in the Lusaka MULPOC subregion has been produced also
for submission to the ECA Conference of Ministers.

29. Several activities have been undertaken in the field of agricultural
marketing, institutions and services. A technical publication on agricultural
marketing and relevant manpower development has been prepared. Added to
this, a seminar for agricultural marketing officials on agricultural marketing
and manpower development has been organized. The report on the seminar has
been finalized for the benefit of the countries concerned. Apart from this,
a report has been prepared for the ECA Conference of Ministers assessing
the measures taken by African countries to reduce food losses over the period
1975-1985.

30. A report entitled International Year for the Mobilization of Financial
and Technological Resources to Increase Food and Agriculture Production in
Africa has been produced for submission to the ECA Conference of Ministers
and the United Nations General Assembly. Along with this, a report entitled
Food aid and devel.opment - A reconsideration has been produced for presentation
to the WFP/ADB seminar organized at Abidjan) Cote d'Ivoire.
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Population

31. During the period under review, the secretariat began the implementation
of the 1986-1987 approved work programme which comprises three subprogrammes,
namely: (a) Population policies and development planning; (b) Demographic
analysis in the context of economic and social development planning; and
(c) Regional training and research.

32. As in the previous reporting period, emphasis was placed on the provision
of advisory services to member states. The following countries benefited
from advisory services: Cate d'Ivoire, Djibouti, Equatorial Guinea.
Mauritius, the United Republic of Tanzania. the Central African Republic.
Burundi. Burkina Faso, Botswana, Kenya, Zaire and the Sudan on requests in
evaluating and analysing data from population censuses. surveys and vital
registration. the provision of on-the-job and middle-level training for
nationals in demographic analysis and in the formulation and implementation
of population policies, integration of population variables in development
planning. and evaluation of family planning programmes.

33. The secretariat completed a number of studies, including: Mortality
levels. patterns. differentials and trends in selected African countries;
Demographic and related socio-economic data sheets for ECA member States
and Household structure and fertility in sub-Saharan Africa.

34. With respect to workshops and seminars. the secretariat organized and
conducted an intergovernmental expert group meeting in Addis Ababa on a manual
and guidelines for the integration of population variables in development
planning in Africa.

35. In the area of population information. POPIN-Africa organized a training
workshop on population information documentation in Addis Ababa. Ethiopia,
and issued the following publication: African Population Newsletter Nos.
50 and 51. Additionally, a team of six representatives of POPIN-Africa
undertook from 6 to 23 July 1986. a study tour to some Asian population
information centres and facilities.

36. Under regional demographic training and research, the secretariat
continued the management of the Regional Institute for Population Studies
(RIPS) in Ghana, the Institut de formation et de recherche demographiques
(IFORD) in Cameroon and the Sahel Institute in Mali.

Natural resources

Mineral resources

37. During the period under review, the secretariat provided the Eastern
and Southern African Mineral Resources Development Centre (ESAMRDC) based
in Dodoma, the United Republic of Tanzania, and the Central African Mineral
Resources Development Centre (CAMRDC) in Brazzaville, the Congo. with technical
and administrative assistance in the management of the two institutions and
in the implementation of their work programmes. With regard to the Dodoma
Centre. the secretariat carried out in January-February 1987. jointly with
representatives from Mozambique. the United Republic of Tanzania and Uganda.
an evaluation of the performance. capabilities and constraints of ESAMRDC,
as recommended by the first extraordinary meeting of the Executive Board
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of ESAMRDC held in February 1986 and its Governing Council meeting held in
October 1986. The secretariat also responded to the requests of the
Governments of Botswana and Mozambique regarding a survey on the identification
of employment opportunities in the mineral sector within Botswana and
Mozambique for their nationals currently employed in South Africa and facing
threats of expulsion to their home countries.

38. In order to increase the knowledge of the continent IS minerals potential,
the secretariat pursued the regional survey on aluminium and copper which
was initiated in 1985, this time concentrating its efforts on three countries
of the Eastern and Southern African subregion, namely: Botswana, Kenya and
Mozambique. The results of the survey will be submitted to the third African
Regional Conference on Mineral Resources Development and Utilization.

39. The secretariat also completed a study on the possibility of establishing
partially-acidulated phosphates industries in the Sahel ian countries of West
Africa. The report on the study has been sent to the 50 African member States.
In connection with fertilizers, the secretariat has prepared a project document
on the creation of partially-acidulated phosphates industries in Burkina
Faso, Mali, Mauritania, the Niger, Chad and a few other countries. The
document has been submitted for funding to UNDP within the framework of the
Fourth Programming Cycle (1987-1991).

40. Regarding training of national experts of member States, the secretariat,
with the assistance of the USSR, organized in November 1986, a seminar and
study tour on new exploration methods in Georgia and Armenia (USSR).
Representatives from 13 countries participated in the seminar and study tour
and recommended the publication and dissemination of some thematic maps
including a partially tectonic map of Africa. In conjunction with the Central
African Mineral Resources Development Centre, the secretariat also organized
in Zaire in December 1986, a symposium on the application of remote sensing
to mineral exploration.

Cartography and remote sensing

41. During the period under review, the secretariat provided on continuous
basis technical support to the activities of the Regional Centre for Services
in Surveying, Mapping and Remote Sensing (RCSSMRS), Nairobi, Kenya, and the
Regional Centre for Training in Aerial Surveys (RECTAS), Ile-Ife, Nigeria.
This enabled the two centres to strengthen their capabilities for multilateral
co-operation and rekindled their respective member States' interests in the
active participation in their affairs. More importantly, each of these centres
was assisted in project formulation for external financing. Notable among
the projects formulated for external funding with the Nairobi Centre were
proposals for the UNDP Fourth Programming Cycle for Africa (1978-1991) and
the phase II of the USAID-funded Remote Sensing Project whose Aid Agreement
was subsequently executed for a period of five years (1986-1991). The
secretariat also assisted in preparing the second Five-Year Development Plans
of the two Centres. That of the Nairobi Centre was launched at Mbabane,
Swaziland, by the Conference of Ministers responsible for surveying, mapping
and remote sensing in the Eastern and Southern African subregion whilst that
of the Ile-Ife Centre is yet to be finalized by the Centre's Governing Council
preparatory to launching it later at ministerial level.
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42. In its role as the executing agency for the UNDP-funded project of the
Regional Centre for Services in Surveying, Mapping and Remote Sensing
(RCSSMRS), Nairobi, the secretariat not only backstopped it but also provided
technical services and got actively involved in the purchases of cartographic
equipment required for the implementation of the project. It took active
part in the tripartite review of the project whose life has subsequently
been extended by another six months from January to June 1987.

43. The secretariat organized and serviced from 10 to 17 November 1986 at
the headquarters in Addis Ababa, the sixth United Nations Regional Cartographic
Conference for Africa, which had the largest attendance of all the five
previous Regional Cartographic Conferences and the first, with a realistic
theme of "Cartography and Remote Sensing for Development".

44. Also, in collaboration with the
arrangements, both at national and
commemoration of 1986 as the "Year
Africa".

secretariat of OAU, it made excellent
regional levels, for the successful

of Cartography and Remote Sensing in

45. The secretariat continued to take necessary steps that will lead to
the speedy implementation of resolution 550 (XX) on the merger of the African
Remote Sensing Council and the African Association of Cartography.

Water resources

46. In the field of water resources, the secretariat continued to provide
adVisory assistance at the request of member States. The UNDP Resident
Representative, on behalf of the Government of Ghana, requested the assistance
of ECA in organizing a donors I conference for rural and urban water supply
programmes in Ghana. The secretariat responded by mounting two missions,
one in February and one in September 1986, in which it was possible to advise
on the preliminary activities and to undertake a survey on donor intent to
support the deV'elopment of the sector. Advisory services were prOVided to
Mali, Burkina Faso and the Niger on the assessment of surface and ground
water availability and on developing institutional capabilities for the
appropriate exploitation and development of water resources.

47. Studies were prepared on the adequacy of hydrological networks and
facilities for data processing and analysis in West Africa and the report
was presented to the Council of Ministers of the West African MULPOC in January
1987.

48. A regional meeting on socio-economic and policy aspects of water resources
management in Africa was convened in June 1986. The objective of the regional
meeting was to assess the progress made and the constraints encountered by
countries in water resources management with a view to making recommendations
for a new strategy to be adopted to channel resources into priority areas
and to build up national capabilities for accelerated water resources
development programmes.

49. Studies on
strengthening the
have been carried
in April 1987.

existing river basin commissions including
existing ones and the possibilities of creating

out and a report presented to the ECA Conference of

ways of
new ones
Ministers
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Energy, resources

50. As far as energy was concerned, the secretariat's activities were
concentrated on promoting multinational co-operation in Africa in three major
spheres: (i) exploration, evaluation and development of energy resources,
formulation of integrated energy policies and their integration into overall
development and economic growth policies; (iiI research, training and
information; and (iii) institution-building.

51. A number of missions have been undertaken to African member states in
order to render advisory services on exploration and development of
conventional and new and renewable sources of energy. Advisory missions
to Nigeria, Algeria and Egypt were undertaken in June and July 1986 on energy
policy and planning in general and on coal resources development in particular.

52. The missions to Burundi, Rwanda and Zaire were on operational and
organizational aspects of the hydroelectric development and utilization.

53. The possibility of developing ocean energy resources of the West African
coastal member States has been studied and a report has been prepared and
submitted to the meeting of the legislative organs of the Niamey-based MULPOC.

54.
and
for

The secretariat
technicians for
training in this

continued to identify African researchers, engineers
training in solar energy in France. Four scholarships
field have been awarded during the period under review.

55. The secretariat also organized in November 1986 a Regional Consultative
Meeting for the purpose of mobilization of financial reSources for the
development of new and renewable sources of energy in Africa. The meeting
brought together potential donors, recipient countries and international
organizations and exchanged ideas on how best to develop and utilize new
and renewable sources of energy in Africa. They recommended that further
consultations between donor,s and African member States were to take place
in order to make arrangements for funding and implementation of the identified
projects.

56. The meeting of the Governing
for Solar Energy was organized in
of the Council the work programme
the secretariat in August 1986.

Science and technoloQX

Council of the African Regional Centre
Bujumbura in June 1986 and at the request
and budget of the Centre was prepared by

57. The secretariat organized and serviced a workshop on production of school
science equipment which took place in Addis Ababa from 27 to 30 May 1986.
UNESCO collaborated in the organization of the workshop which was attended
by experts from 14 member countries. The workshop discussed and agreed upon
the project profile, namely, national, subregional and regional projects,
through joint ventures, in the large-scale production of s~hool science
equipment.

58. The secretariat, in collaboration with OAU, organized and serviced two
SUbregional Working Group Meetings on Science nnd Technology: the North
African one which was held in Cairo from 15 to 19 June 1986, and 'the Southern
African one which was held in Lusaka from 30 September to 2 October 1986.
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The North African Working Group has selected 10 project ideas and the Southern
African one has selected 6 in the light of their respective priorities.

59. The secretariat carried out a mission from 16 to 22 June 1986 to the
African Regional Centre for Technology (ARCT), Dakar, to advise the Centre
on its activities and help it to orient implementation of the UNDP-financed

project.

60. In response to requests from the CEPGL countries - Burundi, Rwanda and
Zaire the secretariat undertook an advisory mission to these countries
from 12 to 30 August 1986. The mission examined the organization and status
of scientific and technological research in the countries, the priority science
and technology sector both at the national as well as subregional levels
and made specific proposals for solving science and technology research
problems and for strengthening and diversifying science and technology co­
operation among the three countries.

61. The secretariat undertook a mission on 6 and 7 October 1986 to the African
Network of Scientific and Technological Institutions (ANSTI), Nairobi, to
analyse progress made on the identification of institutions which would carry
out feasibility study on training and production workshops for cmgineering
training and to plan the execution of outstanding activities on the
identification process.

62. .In collaboration with the German Foundation for International Development
(DSE) of the Federal Republic of Germany, the secretariat organized and
serviced an Ad Hoc Expert Group Meeting to examine the Advance Technology
Alert System for Africa (ATAS-Africa) Project which took place in Addis Ababa
from 8 to 10 December 1986. Seven African experts examined and finalized
the ATAS-Africa Project.

63. The secretariat took part in a mission to the Comoros from 17 November
to 30 December 1986 in order to propose measures for the economic and financial
recovery of the country. This mission was part of ECA' s assistance within
the framework of the economic and financial mission of the World Bank/IMF.

64. The secretariat, with the assistance of the Government of India started
work at the Rural Technology Demonstration Centre in Dakar in November 1986.
An Indian consultant was sent to Dakar to receive, inspect and install the
equipment provided from India. The assignment also included demonstrating
the use of the equipment and training African experts.

65. The secretariat, in collaboration with various donors and organizations
and the African Regional Centre for Technology (ARCT), organized and serviced
a training workshop 011 development of capabilities on the acquisition of
foreign technology in Dakar from 9 to 13 February 1987. The objective of
the workshop was to assist African officials responsible for technology policy,
acquisition and management to negotiate with multinational licensers and
other technology suppliers taking into account the latest developments in
the field of law, high technology, economics and politics.

66. In response to a request from the United Republic of Tanzania, the
secretariat undertook an advisory mission to the country from 28 March to
5 April 1987, during which a study of the adaptive technology potential in
the metal working branch of the informal sector was carried out and proposals
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for its developmcmt were submitted. The mission also shared the experience
the secretariat had acquired on diffusion of selected technologi.es based
on Asian models applicable to the African conditions with the relevant
Tanzanian officials.

Transport, comm~nications and tourism

67. During the period under review, activi ties of t.he secretariat covered
general and multimodal transport problems, railways, roads, air, inland water
and maritime transport and ports, as well as tourism and communications,
including satellite communications, broadcasting and postal services.

68. The secretariat also continued its technical support to the ongoing
programme for the United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa
(UNTACDA) •

Transeort and tourism

69. The secretariat prepared and published most of the technical publications
on the harmonization and co-ordination of the various transport modes in
Africa and on the survey of manpower and training needs in transport. These
publications (three on harmonization and co-ordination and one on the manpower
survey and training needs) were dispatched to member states and African
intergovernmental organizations in December 1986.

70. In its continuing efforts to mobilize funds and resources for the
implementation of the Decade programme, the secretariat organized and convened
the first co-financing meeting at Pointe Noire, the Congo for the benefit
of transit-transport corridors in the Central African subregion.

71. The secretariat organized the tenth meeting of the Inter-Agency
Co-ordinating Committee (rACC) in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. at which a report
on the implementation of the second phase programme during 1986 was finalized.

72. The secretariat organized and convened the second and third meetings
of the Air Transport Committee, which was set up by the Mbabane Declaration
on Freedoms of the Air.

73. These two meetings discussed issues relating to air traffic rights,
establishment of regional and subregional airlines, co-operation between
airlines, development of axis necessary for the physical and economic
integration of Africa, and the collection and analysis of air transport
statistical data.

74. Technical advisory assistance was provided to AFRAA and AFCAC in the
implementation of their work, as well as participation in the General Assembly
of AFRAA and the plenary session of AFCAC.

75. The secretariat organized the first combined meeting of the Trans-African
Highway Authorities, at which progress of infrastructural improvement of
the various highways (TEAH, TAH, TCAH, Trans-Sahara, TWAHN) was reviewed
with special emphasis on the missing links. The representatives from 31
member countries also examined ongoing activities aimed at facilitating travel
and trade on the networks by eliminating non-physical barriers. Measures
were adopted by the meeting to reactivate the ECA Trans-African Highway Bureau
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and to enable it provide adequate secretariat and technical services to all
the Trans-African Highway Authorities.

76. The secretariat organized and serviced a seminar on tourism statistics
which was held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, in December 1986.

77. The secretariat prepared two technical publications on: (i) improvement
of train scheduling and operations; and (ii) harmonization of railway tariffs
and traffic regulations. Technical advisory assistance was provided to Kenya,
Togo and Ethiopia on various aspects and problems of railways. A technical
pUblication on Port guide on African major ports was also prepared.

78. The secretariat also provided technical advisory services to the
secretariat of the Arab Council of Ministers of Transport on the issue of
establishing a permanent subregional maritime co-ordination mechanism and
policy in North Africa.

Communications

79. In communications [telecommunications, broadcasting (radio, and
television) and postal services], the activities covered studies, preparation
and organization of seminars, servicing and/or participation in professional
conferences/meetings and assistance in the mobilization of funds for the
implementation of the feasibility study on the Regional African Satellite
Communication System (RASCOM).

80. The secretariat, in collaboration with the International Telecommunication
Union and the Universal Postal Union, is undertaking a study on manpower
and training survey in communications with a view to determining African
manpower requirements upto 1996 and making recommendations for achieving
the identified needs.

81. In the continued efforts to assist member States in the promotion of
rural telecommunications development, the secretariat has obtained assistance
from the Federal Republic of Germany to finance the second Seminar on Planning
of Rural Telecommunications for English-speaking African Countries, to be
organized in October 1987. The first seminar was held in September 1984.

82. In the field of satellite communications for the development of Africa
the activities of the Inter-Agency Co-ordinating Committee ( IACC) composed
of United Nations specialized agencies and relevant African intergovernmental
organizations of which the secretariat is a member could be summarized as
follows: (a) All resources for the conduct of the feasibility study are
firmly committed; (b) The pro ject office located at ITU headquarters to
ensure day-to-day follow-up has been established and is operational as of
March 1987; (c) The study is expected to commence also in March 1987.

83. The secretariat undertook a stUdy on obstacles to the development of
the African postal system and with Pan-African Postal Union concluded a
memorandum of understanding for co-operation in the development of postal
services in the region.

84. The secretariat continued its technical support to
component of the UNTACDA programme in the preparation of
and organization and servicing of meetings and conferences.

the communications
documents, reports
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International trade and finance

Domestic and intra-African trade

85. In order to help African countries establish appropriate institutions
for domestic trade, the secretariat initiated during the period under review,
three case studies on domestic trade in selected Central, Eastern and Southern
African countries. The studies aim at examining and analysing the past and
present patterns of domestic trade structure and mechanisms with a view to
assessing its contribution to social and economic development particularly
of the rural communities.

86. The secretariat provided backstopping to the secretariat of the Economic
Communi ty of Central African States (ECCAS) • At the request of the ECCAS
secretariat, a mission was undertaken to Burundi and Rwanda in order to
identify trade obstacles and prepare technical reports for submission to
the meeting of the ECCAS Committee on Trade, Customs and Immigration which
took place in January 1987.

87. The secret:ariat completed a study on "Trade legislations, rules,
regulations and practices including tariff and non-tariff barriers applied
wi thin the Central African countries" intended to assist these countries
in identifying existing trade legislations, rules and regulations applied
by each country and in formulating proposals aimed at reducing and/or
eliminating these trade control measures with a view to increasing intra­
subregional trade. The study was submitted to the tenth meeting of the Yaounde­
based MULPOC policy organs in March 1987. The secretariat also completed
a study on "Trade promotion in North African countries" which was reviewed
by the meeting of the Council of Plenipotentiaries of the North African MULPOC
held in March 1986. Towards the establishment of a Preferential- Trade Area
(PTA) for the North African countries, the secretariat also prepared and
submitted to the meeting of the Council of Plenipotentiaries a Draft
Declaration of Intent and Commitment and proposals for setting up an
intergovernmental negotiating team to assist member countries in implementing
the decision of the Lagos Plan of Action in that regard.

Trade with non-African countries

88. The work of the secretariat in this field during the period continued
to emphasize assistance to the African member States with a view to enhancing
their trade and economic prospects with non-African countries. In this
connection, the secretariat undertook advisory missions, studies and technical
backstopping with a view to ensuring Africa's effective participation in
international trade and economic negotiations. These include meetings with
a group of PTA countries based in Geneva on the Global System of Trade
Preferences among Developing Countries (GSTP) and a National Seminar on Trade
Prospects with Socialist Countries of Eastern Europe for French- and English­
speaking High Officials from the Central and West African subregions.

89. A number of studies were completed and made available to African mamber
States which included: (i) Economic co-operation between Socialist countries
and African countries of Western and Central African subregions
(E/ECA/TRADE/52); (ii) Africa's trade relations: Some major issues
(E/ECA/TRADE/53); and (iil) Africa's economic racovery, growth and
development: Proposals for UNCTAD VII (E/ECA/TRADE/54). These studies were
presented to the ninth meeting of the Conference of African Ministers of
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Trade (19-21 March 1987) and the Conference of African Ministers Responsible
for Trade and Development Preparatory to UNCTAD VII (16-18 March 1987). These
Conferences were preceded by expert group meetings.

90. Pursuant
meetings for
as part of
participation

to resolution 568 (XXI), the secretariat· organized preparatory
the African ministers responsible for trade and development
its assistance to the African region in their effective

in UNCTAD VII negotiations.

International financial and monetary policies

91. The secretariat, during this period, kept a close watch on the factors
which caused financial difficulties to African countries and persisted
throughout 1986. Two important developments affecting two of these factors
took place in 1986. Firstly the fall in nominal interest rates during 1986
which ought to have had favourable effects on the debt-servicing payments
of African countries, especially those which have borrowed heavily from
international capital markets on floating interest rates. However, this
did not make it easier for African countries in financing their development
on cheaper terms. In fact, the real interest rates are still higher than
their levels of the 1970s. Secondly, the depreciation of the United States
dollar reached an all-time low against such major European currencies as
the Deutschmark, the pound sterling and the Japanese yen. This brought about
mixed effects on African countries, depending on their trading patterns,
the currencies of their portfolio holdings and the currencies of the
dertomination of their debts.

92. The secretariat focused its efforts during the period under consideration
towards the establishment of an African Monetary Fund and preparations for
an international conference on Africa's external indebtedness. Draft Articles
of Agreement of the proposed Fund were prepared and submitted to the third
and fourth meetings of the Intergovernmental Group of Experts held in Yaounde
and Libreville respectively. The secretariat also convened a Conference
of Ministers of Finance and Governors of Central Banks in Libreville, Gabon,
in June 1986, to examine (a) the issues on which the experts could not arrive
at a consensus; (b) the Draft Articles of Agreement of the Fund; (c) a
progress report on the preparations for an international conference on Africa's
external indebtedness. The Ministers decided to establish an Ad Hoc Committee
called the "Committee of Libreville" whose mandate is to resolve the issues
outstanding on the establishment of an African Monetary Fund and to make
recommendations to the next Conference of Ministers of Finance. The
secretariat, together with the secretariat of the Organization of African
Unity, the African Development Bank and the African Centre for Monetary
Studies, held con.sultations in Brazzaville in December 1986 to speed up the
preparations for the proposed international conference on Africa's external
indebtedness. The secretariat also took the initiative to contact the
executive heads of the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund, the
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development, the Commonwealth
Secretariat and the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development with
a view to developing common concepts and data based on Africa' s external
debt. The responses from these organizations were very positive.

93. In the area of the
the secretariat rendered
in the form of a mission

intra-African monetary and financial co-operation,
assistance to the Central African Clearing House
to the member States of the Economic Community of
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Central African States (ECCAS) to find out the best way of enlarging the
clearing house to cover all ECCAS member countries. The secretariat prepared
three papers to serve as inputs into the Joint Statement by the African
Governors at the annual meetings of World Bank and the International Monetary
Fund and· memoranda· to the Managing Director of the International Monetary
Fund and the President of the World Bank. The secretariat also serviced
the meeting of the Working Party of African Governors at the World Bank and
the International Monetary Fund that took place in Addis Ababa in August
1986.

Trade promotion and trade information

94. The eighth session of the Conference of Ministers of Trade held in
Brazzaville, the Congo, in October 1985, considered proposals by the ECA
secretariat for the establishment and operation of a regional trade information
system and set it as a priority task for the secretariats of ECA and
ITC/UNCTAD/GATT. Preliminary follow-up activities by ECA consisted in. the
establishment of a computerized documentation and_ reference unit within the
Africa Trade Centre directly linked to PADIS computer facilities. A request
for funds in the form of a project on preparatory activities for the effective
creation of the system was submitted by ECA and ITC to UNDP forf inancing
within its Fourth Cycle. In the meantime, the Africa Trade Centre' s regular
activities in the field of trade information countinued in 1986 with the
collection and retrieval of information. Six issues of "Plash on Trade
Opportunities", and three "African Trade Bulletins" were prepared and
distributed to national and subregional trade promotion institutions including
chambers of commerce.

95. In the field of training, a joint ECA/ITC/KETA/PRODEC course on t:rade
promotion and export and marketing was organized in Addis Ababa, Nairobi,
Geneva and Helsinki during the first half of 1986 for senior and middle-level
business executives and officials from Ministries of Trade of Egypt, Ethiopia,
Ghana, Kenya, Madagascar, Nigeria, the United RepUblic of Tanzania, Zambia
and Zimbabwe. As usual, the Africa Trade Centre drew programmes and organized
the in-service training of Namibian students from the Lusaka-based United
Nations Institute for Namibia (8 trainees).

Activities related to transnational corporations in Africa

96. During the period under review, the research work of the ECA/UNCTC Joint
Unit was concentrated on the role of transnational corporations (TNCs) in
technology transfer in Africa with particular emphasis on food processing
industries. The main purpose of these studies was to assist African
Governments by: (a) analysing the impact and implications of the activities
of TNCs in selected African countries through transfer of technology in some
specif ic areas; (b) analysing the effectiveness of contracts and agreements
between African countries and TNCs on matters related to transfer of
technology; (c) examining policy options related to TNCs in connection with
specific issues such as acquisition of technology.

Technical assistance co-ordination and co-operation

97. Utilizing funds provided by United Nations multilateral and bilateral
agencies in 1986, the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa continued
to secure resources for the Commission's technical co-operation activities.
Highlights of the resource mobilization efforts are stated below:
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98. The United Nations Regular Programme funds amounting to SUS 1,500,800
were utilized to support the activities of 10 regional advisers to the
Multinational Programming and Operational Centres (MULPOCs) and also regional
and subregional institutions. The regional advisory services covered the
fields of economic co-operation, statistics, social development, manpower
development, development of conventional and non-conventional sources of
energy, public administration, public finance, transport and communications,
socio-economic research and administration and common services.

99. UNDP funds amounting to SUS 6,488,191 were mobilized and utilized to
finance projects in the fields of statistics, industry, national accounts,
transport and communications and the integration of women in development.
UNDP funds were also utilized to provide support to the MULPOCS and activities
of ECA-spansored regional research centres. Involved in the latter category
are the Eastern and Southern African Mineral Resources Development Centre
(ESAMRDC), the African Regional Centre for Engineering Design and Manufacturing
(ARCEDEM), the African Regional Centre for Services in Surveying Mapping
and Remote Sensing (RCSSMRS), the Institute for Economic Development and
Planning (IDEP) and the Eastern and Southern African Management Institute
(ESAMI).

100. The United Nations Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA) made available
SUS 3,059,876 which served for supporting ECA' s population infrastructure,
regional advisory services in demographic statistics, the Institut de formation
et da recherche damographiques, Regional Institute for Population Studies,
the UDEAC/CREP, the Sahel Institute, the World Fertility Survey Data Programme,
the popUlation information network (POPIN), the regional workshop on
demographic estimates and projections and census training workshop.

101. Donor governments and organizations granted to ECA SUS 1,986,519 for
expert services under non-reimbursable loan arrangements and bilateral
technical assistance programme in the fields of agriCUlture, pUblic
administration, management and manpower development, natural resources,
industry, social development, transport and communications, economic
co-operation, socia-economic research and planning, information and statistics.

102. The Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade for Women provided
SUS 142,308 to strengthen national machineries for the integration of women
in development and training and support to the infrastructure of the African
Training and Research Centre for Women (ATRCW).

103. The United Nations Environment Programme also provided SUS 108,000 for
ECA's Environment Co-ordination Unit.

104. The United Nations Trust Fund for African Development (UNTFAD) made
available SUS 469,017 for the execution of projects in the field of industry,
agriculture, natural resources, pUblic administration, trade, economic co­
operation and socia-economic research and planning.

Economic co-operation and inteqration

Assistance to the MUltinational Proqramminq and Operational Centres

105. The secretariat continued to strengthen and support the Multinational
Programming and Operational Centres (MULPOCs) during the period under review.
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Thus in pursuance of resolution 552 (XX) of the ECA Conference of Ministers
of 29 April 1985, two new substantive Directors were appointed to the Niamey­

and Tangier-based MULPOCs and assumed their functions and duties during
the year.

106. Further in pursuance of ECA Conference of Ministers resolution 311 (XIII)
of 1 March 1977 establishing the MULPOCs, 10 meetings of their policy organs
(5 Meetings of Officials and 3 meetings of Councils of Ministers) were serviced
between February and March 1987. These meetings marking the tenth anniversary
of the establishment of the MULPOCs, surveyed the economic and social
conditions of each MULPOC SUbregion, reviewed the implementation of the work
programme for 1986-1987, considered the work programme for 1988-1989, and
agreed that, in future, meetings of the policy organs should be held biennially
rather than annually. That would in addition to saving money, give the
secretariat sufficient time to implement previous resolutions.

Assistance to subregional economic qroupinqs

107. The secretariat continued to give ECOWAS, ECCAS, PTA, CEPGL and other
SUbregional organizations and institutions assistance with regard to legal
and economic issues. In particular assistance was given both to these economic
integration communities and to river and lake basin commissions and authorities
to enable them to play an effective and positi ve role in the implementation
of the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos: Africa I s Priority
Programme for Economic Recovery, 1986-1990 (APPER): and the United Nations
Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development, 1986-1990
(UN-PAAERD). This involved working out medium- and long-term strategies,
programmes and activities to be undertaken at the subregional level to
implement APPER and UN-PAAERD. Concretely, ECA and UNDP were to collaborate
with the economic co-operation groupings and the lake and river basin
organizations in drafting project documents for funding by UNDP under the
Fourth Programming Cycle, 1987-1991.

Assistance to ECA-sponsored institutions for the promotion of economic
and technical co-operation

108. The following are some of the documents prepared for these institutions:

(a) Draft Agreement concerning the establishment of a Regional Centre
for Training in Aerial Surveys (amendment No.2);

(b) Appointment and Promotion Committee of the Regional Centre for
Services in Surveying, Mapping and Remote Sensing:

(c) USAID Project Grant Agreement with ,the Regional Centre for Services
in Surveying, Mapping and Remote Sensing;

(d) Draft Rules of Procedures of the Governing Council of the African
Regional Centre for Solar Energy (ARCSE):

(e) Draft Constitution for the establishment of an African Centre of
Meteorological Applications for Development (ACMAD);

(f) Host Country Agreement of the Eastern and Southern Africa Trade
Promotion and Training Centre, Nairobi, Kenya;
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(g) Draft Tenders Board Order for the Regional Centre for Training
in Aerial Surveys and Remote Sensing:

(h) Draft Agreement for the establishment of the African Monetary Fund.

Regional co-operation

109. As in previous years, the secretariat serviced the seventh annual
Conference of Chief Executives of ECA-sponsored Regional and Subregional
Insti tutions for the promotion of economic and technical co-operation. The
meeting WAS held in Tripoli, the Great Socialist Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,
from 24 to 27 January 1987. The meeting paid particular attention to the
role these institutions should play in the implementation of Africa's Priority
Programme for Economic Recovery, 1986-1990 (APPER); the United Nations
Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development, 1986-1990
(UN-PAAERD): and the UNDP Fourth Programming Cycle for Africa, 1987-1991.
The meeting also discussed, inter alia, items on Tunisia and TCDC in Africa
(Tunis, 20-24 April 1987): the report on a general Management Seminar for
Chief Executives and the report of the second United Nations Volunteers (UNV)
High-Level Intergovernmental Meeting held in Maseru, Lesotho, in December
1986. Far-reaching decisions were taken on the need to strengthen substantive
divisions. Equally important were decisions to harmonize the work programmes
and activities of these institutions with those of ECOWAS, ECCAS, PTA, CEPGL,
UDEAC and similar economic integration groupings for the more effective
implementation of APPER and UN-PAAERD.

Interreqional economic and technical co-operation

110. By way of follow-up to the meetings of executive secretaries held in
Addis Ababa in March 1985 and in Geneva in July 1985, the secretariat continued
to play a role as lead agency in the preparation of joint TCDC/ECDC projects
among regional commissions. The five projects covered are low-cost housing,
fertilizers and pesticides, Afro-Arab trade, containerization and multimodal
transport, and employment opportunities for women and youth in rural areas.
These projects, together with similar interregional projects prepared by
ECLAC, ESCAP, ESCWA and ECE have been submitted to United Nations Headquarters
in New York for further consolidation and consideration at future meetings
of executive secretaries of regional commissions.

Afro-Arab co-operation

111. Afro-Arab
agreement of 4
sUbject.

co-operation
April 1984

is conducted in
as well as under

accordance
the ECA/OAU

with the
agreement

ECA/LAS
on this

Social develoQment in Africa

Inteqrated rural development

112. Generally, the economic base of rural development in Africa today is
agriculture. The poor performance of this sector is ~at the root of the
region's current socio-economic crisis, and declining food self-sufficiency.
In view of this alarming situation, the secretariat, in collaboration with
several other organizations, organized a Regional Expert Consultation on
the Impact of Technology on Rural Development in Africa. It was held from
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4 to 8 August 1986 and was attended among others. by experts from nine member
States. The major recommendations of the Consultation were that the member
States should:

(a) Formulate explicit overall national technology policies with well­
defined objectives. Such objectives may include the development and
dissemination of technology which stresses the full utilization of indigenous
factor endowments and which are within the reach of average producers and
consistent with a country's stage of development and socio-cultural and
institutional heritage:

(b) Increase the existing allocation of resources for science and
technology to reach the target of one per cent of GOP:

(c) Exploit fully the irrigation potential in the region by efficiently
utilizing irrigation facilities and increasing the area under irrigation.
There is a need to shift emphasis away from large-scale irrigation projects
to building national networks of small- and medium-scale irrigation facilities:
and

(d) Take urgent steps to launch national grass-root farm credit schemes
are accessible to all rural income groups. especially the poorest of

poor. This would even out the adverse income disparities resulting from
acquisition of new technology during the transition period.

more
Year

113. The secretariat published two
themes were: (a) International
desertification in Africa.

issues of
of Peace;

Rural
and

Proqress.
(b) Drought

Their
and

114. The secretariat continued to participate in the activi ties of the ACC
Task Force on Rural Development and submitted to it a Summary of ECA's
Activities in Rural Development during 1985, which was published in FAO's
Progress in Rural Development. The secretariat also made two contributions
to the Rural Development Newsletter of the ACC Task Force on Rural Development.
A similar summary for 1986 was prepared and submitted to the ACC Task Force
on Rural Development.

Social policy, planninq and research

115. The main activities of the secretariat included preparations for the
fifth meeting of the Conference of African Ministers of Social Affairs due
to be held in 1987. Besides organizational activities undertaken in that
regard, the secretariat prepared papers including two major documents for
the consideration of the Conference: (a) Survey of social trends and major
social development problems in Africa; and (b) Developmental social welfare
in Africa; which is also required to be submitted as a regional input for
the Interregional Consultation on Developmental Social Welfare Policies and
Programmes scheduled to be held in Vienna, Austria, from 7 to 15 September
1987.

116. In compliance with
of 26 March 1985 of the
the secretariat organized
meeting held from 27 to
for Social Action. The

resolutions 4 (II) of 14 January 1977 and 4 (IV)
Conference of African Ministers of Social Affairs,

and serviced an important intergovernmental committee
31 October 1986 to prepare a draft African Charter
committee studied the secretariat's draft of the
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proposed Charter and amended it for submission to the fifth meeting of the
Conference of African Ministers of Social Affairs. If approved, the Charter
would provide a comprehensive guide to policy and action in the social field
in Africa. It would also be an important supplement to APPER and UN-PAAERD.

117. The secretariat conti.nued its co-operation with the African Centre for
Applied Research and Training in Social Development (ACARTSOD) . It
participated in and provided substantive services to its Technical Advisory
Committee which met for the first time in Tripoli in November 1986.

Youth and social welfare

118. In the field of youth, the secretariat focused its attention primarily
on follow-up activities to the International Youth Year (1985), and on the
implementation of the African Regional Plan of Action on Youth. In this
connection, two reports were prepared, one on International Youth Year
activities in African countries, and the other on the Implementation of the
African Regional Plan of Action on Youth. To assist Governments in the
strengthening of youth policies and programmes, two advisory missions were
undertaken to the United Republic of Tanzania and Zambia. In the field of
disability, the secretariat continued its efforts in promoting the objectives
of the United Nations Decade for Disabled Persons (1983-1992) and the
implementation of the World Programme of Action Concerning Disabled Persons.
In this connection, a report on the implementation of the World Programme
of Action Concerning Disabled Persons in African countries was prepared,
along with a proposed Regional Programme of Action for Disabled Persons in
African Countries, which constitutes the general strategy and framework of
measures for accelerating the implementation of the World Programme of Action
in African countries. To promote technical co-operation among African
countries in the field of disability, the secretariat participated actively
in the launching of the African Rehabilitation Institute for Disabled Persons
(ARI).

119. The secretariat completed and circulated a Survey on family policies
and programmes in the context of socio-economic development in African
countries. Concerning crime prevention and criminal justice, the secretariat
participated in the Expert Meeting on the Establishment of the United Nations
African Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders
(UNAFRI), held in Vienna from 17 to 19 March 1986, and in the meeting of
the Group of Governmental Experts, held in New York from 10 to 12 September
1986 on the same issue. Following these meetings, and pending the selection
of a host country, the interim secretariat of the Institute was set up in
ECA in January 1987 and the secretariat has been actively involved in the
launching of UNAFRI I S work during its nine-month initial phase. A progress
report on the establishment of a United Nations African Institute for the
Prevention of Crime and Treatment of Offenders was prepared and presented
to the thirteenth meeting of the ECA Conference of Ministers in April 1987.

Human settlements in Africa

120. During the period under review, the secretariat published the following
documents:

(a) Integrating human settlements policies and programmes into national
socio-economic development planning;
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(b) An integrated approach to the evaluation of the building construction
needs of the African region~

(c) Programmes for promoting institutionalized public participation
systems in human settlements~

(d) Programme for establishing or strengthening training facilities
for human settlements personnel at all levels in Africa; and

(e) Institutional mechanism for the formulation and implementation
of human settlements policies in Africa.

121. The fourth meeting of
Settlements and Environment
9 to 13 Februray 1987.

Environment in Africa

the
was

Joint Intergovernmental Comrni ttee on
organized in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia,

Human
from

122. The objectives of this programme (within the context of the Lagos Plan
of Action) are to assist African countries to develop "national capabilities
to minimize the negative impact of environmental problems arising from the
development process in Africa. During the one year under review (April 1986
to April 1987), programme activities have been geared towards alleviating
the impact of drought and desertification control, in order to mitigate the
present social and economic crisis.

123. In the field of environmental education and training activities during
the period under review, two workshops were conducted for ECA-sponsored
institutions to develop manpower capabilities in environmental matters.

124. To enable the Eastern and Southern African Management Institute (ESAMI)
located in Arusha, the United Republic of Tanzania, to incorporate
environmental components into the Institute I s trainin.g programme, the
secretariat conducted a two-week joint ECA/UNEP/ESAMI training of trainers'
workshop for seven senior instructors of ESAMI. The workshop was conducted
at UNEP headquarters, Nairobi, Kenya, from 8 to 19 December 1986. The
participants in the workshop drafted a project document to enable an ESAMI
staff member to undergo a year's training as an environmentalist.

Public administration, management and manpower

Education, traininq. labour manaqement and employment

125. Programme activities .in this field focused on the interrelated areas
of formal and non-formal educational systems and practices, training for
skills development and transfer of technology; career planning, guidance
and counselling~ institution-building~ fellowship administration; manpower,
labour and employment planning; the development of institutional machinery
for manpower planning, development and utili zatioD; and identification and
facilitating the return of people of skill and expertise living outside Africa.

126. In this regard, advisory services were provided to five countries (Kenya,
Ghana, Nigeria, Guinea and Sierra Leone), in identifying and facilitating
the return of African experts living outside Africa. Under the Return of
Skills Programme for Africa, advisory services were also provided to
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institutions of higher learning, viz. the Universities of Kenya, Lesotho,
Malawi, Botswana and Zimbabwe on patterns of and institutional machinery
for staff development. Other advisory missions were undertaken to the United
Republic of Tanzania on the integration of career guidance and counselling
into education, training and employment programmes, and to Botswana on the
reorganization and establishment of institutional machinery for the effective
management and co-ordination of manpower and employment planning processes.

127. During the period under review, one national training workshop on the
principles and methods of educational planning and curriculum development
was held in Malawi. Another national workshop on training methodology,
training programmes and administration and career enhancement for trainers
and staff development officers was held in Zambia. In addition, a subregional
workshop on organizational arrangements for occupational testing, career
planning and progr.amming, guidance and counselling was held in Nairobi.

128. With regard to grants and fellowships administration, efforts were focused
on mobilizing resources for the training and placement of trainees in such
cri tical areas of need as technical, vocational, scientific, socio-economic
and management education both wi thin and outside Africa. During the period
under review, fellowship offers were extended to member States by donor
countries and international organizations. A1?plications were processed and
68 applicants were placed in the USSR, Czechoslovakia, the German Democratic
Republic, Italy, France, Poland, and India. Scholarships were also provided
by UNDP in the following fields: small-scale industries, food technology,
biochemical sciences, social sciences, economics, banking, orthopaedic and
thoracic medicine, medical entomology, animal feeding, applied geophysics,
geophysical exploitation, applied electronics, telecommunications, computer
processing, electronic data processing, town planning, national economic
planning, medicine, veterinary medicine, agriculture, engineering, education
and solar energy. There was, however, a serious drop in contributions to
the Expanded Training and Fellowship Programme while more applications
continued to be received.

129. In an effort to develop a common approach to the solution of the region's
problems, one major conference and one consultative meeting were held during
the period. The third ECA/AAU Conference of Vice-Chancellors, Presidents
and Rectors of Institutions of Higher Learning in Africa was held in Harare,
Zimbabwe, in January 1987 under the theme "The future of higher education
in Africa and Africa's long-term development problems, 1988-2000". The
Conference considered Africa's strategies for recovery and development and
defined the role of the institutions of higher learning in facilitating the
implementation of these measures both in the medium and long terms. This
role is detailed in the Harare Statement on the Role of Africa's Institutions
of Higher Learning in Africa's Economic Recovery and Development. In addition,
the ECA/IBRD Consultative Meeting on Strategies for Developing Education
in Sub-Saharan Africa was held in Nazareth, Ethiopia, at the end of January
1987. The meeting deliberated on measures, strategies and options for the
development of education in sub-Saharan Africa.

130. During the period under review, national training workshops on public
financial management and improvement in taxation policies and administration
were conducted in Zambia, Malawi and Botswana. The workshops focused attention
on efficient allocation of financial resources through improvement in the
structure of the government budget and techniques and mt;thods of controlling
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public expenditure. The interrelationship
administration for the mobilization of domestic
discussed in the workshops.

of tax policy, law and
financial resources was also

131. In addition to the national training workshops, a seminar on pUblic
expendi ture programming was held in Addis Ababa in collaboration with the
Economic Development Institute of the World Bank for participants from
Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, the United Republic of Tanzania and Zimbabwe. The
seminar aimed at providing the participants with guidelines and tools for:

(a) Improving their capacity to plan and execute medium-term public
investment programmes consistent with national priorities and resources;

(b) Preparing and implementing annual budge~s which made proper provision
for the funding of recurrent costs and were fully integrated with multi-year
investment programmes and speedy adjustment of expenditure levels to reflect
changes in both the domestic and foreign economic environment while protecting
major development priorities.

133. A technical publication was also prepared on the organization and
management of special rural agencies for the provision of basic requirements.

133. During the year, a national training workshop in procurement and supply
management was held in Port Louis, Mauritius, at the request of the Government
and was heavily attended by senior but mostly middle-level government
officials. The Government was so pleased that it asked for a consultancy
service to be rendered in the field of procurement and supply management
and this was carried out in December 1986.

African Traininq and Research Centre for Women (ATRCW)

134. Resolution 579 (XXI) called upon ECA to impress upon African planners,
statisticians and demographers the need expressed in the Arusha and Nairobi
strategies to provide sustained support to women's activi ties at national,
subregional and regional levels, to diversify and increase resources for
the women I s programmes of the MULPOCs, to ensure that the number of African
women on the United Nations regular budget was increased and that African
women were promoted to the decision-making level. Resolution 580 (XXI) adopted
in relation to the Special Session of the United Nations General Assembly
on the Critical Economic Situation in Africa requested ECA to ensure that
the Special Session reiterated the key role of women in African development
and that a percentage of the funds made available for the economic recovery
of Africa was allocated to meet the socio-economic needs of women as producers.

135. In response to the above resolutions, the secretariat made intensified
efforts to ensure that women's issues were incorporated in mainstream
development plans, programmes and projects. In this respect, the secretariat
provided advisory services and necessary technical backstopping to national
machineries for the integration of women in development during national
planning and programming exercises. Such assistance ensured the inclusion
of women's concerns in IPF country programming, donor round table, National
Technical Co-operation Assessments and Programmes (NATCAPs) and other
exercises. The following countries benefitted from such assistance: Angola,
Cameroon, the Central African Republic (CAR), Comoros, the Congo, Equatorial
Guinea, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, the Niger, Sao Tome and Principe,

Senegal, Togo, Zambia and Zimbabwe.
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136. In the same context, a national training seminar in project preparation
and evaluation was organized at BUjumbura for 25 women with a view to enhancing
women's planning capabilities. On the other hand, a seminar on project
planning and formulation for Lusophone countries took place in Guinea-Bissau
from 10 November to 20 December 1986. During the seminar, participants were
exposed to modern approaches of planning for development. In addition, the
secretariat sponsored eight officials of national machineries of Botswana,
Ethiopia, the United Republic of Tanzania and Zambia to attend a training
course on planning, management and evaluation for rural development projects
at the Pan-African Institute for Development at Kabwe, Zambia. The knowledge
and skills acquired at the course arc expected to strengthen the capacity
of national machineries in the formulation, planning, management and evaluation
of development projects in their countries and in the mobilization of financial
resources for women's activities. Furthermore, a seminar on national
machineries was organized in Rwanda in December 1986 with a view to ansuring
that the goals, objectives and structure of the national machinery being
set up in Rwanda responded to the concerns of Rwandese women.

137. Meetings of SUbregional Committees for the Integration o~ Women in
Development for the Gisenyi, Lusaka, Yaounde and Niamey MULPOCs took place
early in 1987 to monitor the progress made by and to set priorities for the
subregions. This was also to identify ways of diversifying sources of funding
for their activities. Reports of those meetings were presented to the eighth
meeting of the Africa Regional Co-ordinating Committee, which took place
in Addis Ababa on 10 and 11 April 1987.

138. In accordance with the Arusha and Nairobi strategies, APPER and UN-PAAERD
which give high priority to agriculture and food, the secretariat continued
highlighting African women I s contribution to the food and agriculture sector.
In this regard, a subregional seminar on the role of women in marketing of
foodstuff was organized in Bangui, the Central African Republic, from 27
to 31 October 1986. It brought together participants from Cameroon, the
Central African Republic, Chad, the Congo, Gabon and Sao Tome and Principe.
Another seminar on the role of co-operatives in the integration of women
in development took place in Cotonou from 1 to 10 December 1986. The two
seminars put great emphasis on the promotion of women as food producers and
women's co-operatives in the food sector.

139. Special attention was also given to island and drought-affected countries.
Data on the participation of women in agricultural development in Madagascar
and Mauritius was collccted with the assistance of the Joint ECA/FAO
Agriculture Division (JEFAD). In Ethiopia, the secretariat continued the
implementation of the project on training in optimal nutritional use of food
donated for relief and food-for-work activities.

140. During the period under review, the secretariat training programmes
focused on enhancing women's management and citerpreneurial skills. A training
workshop in small-scale business management with emphasis on small
agro-industries took place in Nairobi in October 1986 for 12 women from member
States of the Eastern and Southern African subregion. Earlier, 16 women
and men trainers of the same subregion had been trained at the workshop for
trainers of women entrepreneurs in Arusha from 30 June to 11 July 1986 and
at a management seminar for women entrepreneurs held in Arusha from 21 July
to 1 August 1986 during which 20 women entrepreneurs were trained. A
subregional seminar on measures to improve women's management skills WnS
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held in Nairobi from 19 to 23 January 1987. The seminar came up with
recommendations for the future management training of women.

141. Apart from training programmes, the secretariat undertook several research
activities. Among them were a survey on the implementation of the Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women; a study
on the strengthening of the capabilities of national machineries; and the
Information Kit for Machineries on the Integration of Women in Development
in Africa. Women I s research techniques were improved at a national seminar
organized in Bujumbura in December 1986.

142. In accordance wi th
food producers has been
for Economic Recovery.

ECA resolution 580 (XXI)
recognized and reiterated

the key role of women as
in the Priority Programme

143. Due to the United Nations financial crisis and measures taken to freeze
all recruitments on the regUlar bUdget, it has not been possible for ECA
to increase the number of African women on the regular budget. However,
the steering committee for the improvement of the status of women in the
secretariat recommended that any exception to the recruitment freeze should
be granted only to women candidates.

Pan-African Documentation and Information System (PADIS)

144. During the period under review, the secretariat continued its efforts
to expand its system for information delivery to member States and to develop
national and sUbregional information centres and their infrastructures.

145. The activities of the Pan-African Documentation and Information System
focused on four major areas:

(a) The
programmes for
institutions;

provision of
the benefit

advisory/technical assistance in information
of member States and regional/subregional

(b) The development/enhancement of its main system components, i.e.,
PADIS-DEV and PADIS-STAT, as well as the strengthening of its USer information
services;

(c) The establishment of subregional information and documentation
centres;

(d) The provision of training for member States and regional/subregional
institutions.

DEVINDEX-Africa

146. Work continued in the updating of the PADIS-DEV data base, with 1500
new records added during the period under review. Staff members of PADIS
undertook missions connected with the indexing of documents, publication
of indexes for .centres in Togo and Botswana. Volume 14 of the DEVINDEX-Africa,
DEVINDEX-Togo and DEVINDEX-Botswana are currently being printed. Input sheets
received from Morocco are being reviewed and processed for the preparation
of the next DEVINDEX issue.
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Advisory services

147. AClvisory services were rendered to Morocco where the PADIS-STAT data
base was installed. Staff members of the National Documentation Centre and
the Central statistics Office were trained in the usc and development of

the statistical data base.

148. A mission to Tunisia was undertaken by PADIS in collaboration with the
Statistics Division at the request of the Arab League Documentation Centre
(ALDOC) where the PADIS-STAT data base and a mechanism for the exchange of
statistical data relating to North Africa between ALDOC and PADIS was
installed. Computer staff from ALDOC were trained in the usc and development

of the statistical data base.

Traininq

149. Group training at PADIS head office was conducted for staff of
documentation centres from member States. The same was done in Nairobi for
Eastern and Southern African countries and in Yaounde for Central African
countries. such group training intruduced participants to PADIS/DEVSIS
methodologies and information processing.

150. In collaboration with ECAls Statistics Division, PADIS organized a
workshop on statistical data base development for French-speaking member
States at Addis Ababa, from 24 to 28 November 1986, to enable the participants
to design, implement and set up statistical data bases in their respective
countries.

Meetinqs

151. PADIS participated in the third ECA/AAU Conference of Vice-Chancellors,
Presidents and Rectors of Institutions of Higher Learning in Africa held
in Harare, from 19 to 20 January 1987 and introduced ways to establish a
technical process for collecting and disseminating theses from African
universities. PADIS also drew up a plan for co-operation with African
universities in library and information science education.

152. PADIS also participated in the seventh meeting of the Conference of
Chief Executives of ECA-sponsored Regional and Subregional Institutions held
in the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya from 24 to 27 January 1987 and discusse9 matters
arising from the report of the sixth Conference of the Chief Executives.
What PADIS had been able to achieve with respect to the harmonization and
standardization of the documentation and information systems of the
institutions and what it planned to do in the future were both reviewed.

National participatinq centres/subrcqional centres

153. The Subregional Technical Committee meeting for the Eastern and Southern
African Documentation and Information System (ESADIS), held in Nairobi from
28 to 30 April 1986, discussed the modalities of making the ESADIS centre
operational as soon as possible. Later in June 1986 at Lusaka, an agreement
was signed to establiSh ESADIS wi thin the headquarters of the Lusaka-based
MULPOC in Zambia.

154. In the period
African subregion.

under review, two
The first was to

missions were
Ouagadougou,

undertaken to
Burkina Faso

the West
(November
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1986), at the request of the Government, to undertake a feasibility study
on the establishment of a national information and documentation centre.
The second was to Niamey, the Niger, to continue efforts to have WADIS
established in the Niger.

155. For the purpose of establishing the national documentation centres,
missions were undertaken to the Sudan. Somalia and Djibouti.

Access to external bib~ioqraphica~ data bases

156. Besides the expansion of PAD-DEV, PADIS acquired the following data
bases:

(a) AGRIS - data base containing references on all aspects of agriculture
including rural sociology, animal industry and food;

(b) DEVSIS-CANADA data base containing over 8,000 bibliographic
references on socio-economic development;

(c) ISU - data base containing unpublished United Nations reports on
economic and social development;

(d) LABORDOC-ILO - a supplementary data base containing 2,584 references
on socio-economic development.

Selective dissemination of information (PADIS!SDI)

157. This service was launched in 1986 to channel new items of information
to planners, decision-makers and researchers in the field of social and
economic development using the data bases installed in the PADIS!CCO. The
PADIS!SDI service presently has 38 subscribers.

PADIS Newsl~tter

158. PADIS launched a quarterly newsletter to facilitate the exchange of
experiences between member States and individual organizations and agencies
working in the field of information systems. Four issues were pUblished
in 1986 and one to date in 1987.

Policy and proqramme qo-ordination

159. A task force of the secretariat of the Commission in close collaboration
with the secretariat of CAU assisted member States in drafting Africa's
submission to the Special Session of the United Nations General Assembly
which was held from 27 May to 1 June 1986 and which, on the basis largely
of its consideration of this SUbmission, adopted the United Nations Programme
of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development, 1986-1990 (UN-PAAERD).

160. The secretariat also provided, in collaboration with the secretariat
of OAU, substantive services to the various meetings of the Joint ECA!OAU
Inter-secretariat Committee and its subsidiary bodies and to the Permanent
Steering Committee of the Assembly of African Heads of State and Government
responsible for following up the decisions of the Assembly on economic issues
and for monitoring the implementation of Africa's Priority Programme for
Economic Recovery, 1986-1990 (APPER).
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161. The preliminary phase of the study of the impact of ECA on African
development; policy-making, programming and the execution of projects was
completed. The study itself will be finalized and made available to member
States towards the end of 1987.

162. The secretariat made substantive contributions to global United Nations
system activities particularly in respect of the ongoing review of the economic
and social, including humanitarian sectors of the United Nations and in cross­
organizational programme analyses.

163. The secretariat organized and serviced the twenty-first and twenty-second
sessions of th'e Commission/twelfth and thirteenth meetings of the Conference
of Ministers held respectively at Yaounde, Cameroon, and at Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia. The meetings were respectively preceded by the seventh and eighth
meetings of the Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole.

164. In October 1986, the secretariat organized and serviced the second
extraordinary session of the ECA Conference of Ministers which was convened
at Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, and which considered, inter alia, the UNDP-assisted
Fourth Programming Cycle for Africa.

165. Delivery of the 1986-1987 mandated programme outputs was severely affected
by the financial crisis facing the United Nations. Several programmed outputs
had to be terminated, deferred or significantly reformulated. Notwithstanding
all these constraints, a satisfactory rate of programme implementation was
achieved by the secretariat as a whole.

166. The programme budget proposals for the biennium 1988-1989 were prepared
and submitted to the thirteenth meeting of the Conference of Ministers for
its consideration before submission by the Secretary-General to the General
Assembly through the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination (CPC).

167. The secretariat prcpared ECA I S component of the Medium-term Plan 1990­
1995 which was considered by the thirteenth meeting of the Conference of
Ministers before submission to the General Assembly through the Committee
for Programme and Co-ordination.

C. Relations with other United Nations proqrammes

168. As in preceding years, close relations were maintained by the Commission
with other United Nations programmes as can be appreciated from the account
given below.

169. As mentioned earlier in this chapter dealing with technical assistance
co-ordination and co-operation, where the utilization of funds prOVided by
UNDP, UNFPA, UNEP, UNIFEM and UNCTAD were described, close co-operation was
maintained with UNIDO, UNESCO, the ACC Task Force on Science and Technology
for Development, UNDP, UNCTAD, WMO and UNEP.

170. In close collaboration with the OAU and UNIDO secretariats, the ECA
secretariat organized and serviced a meeting of an Intergovernmental Expert
Committee of the Whole on Industrialization in Africa at Bujumbura, Burundi,
from 10 to 15 september 1986 and the eighth Conference of African Ministers
of Industry from 17 to 19 September 1986 at the same venue.
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171. The secretariat collaborated with UNESCO for the preparation of the
second Conference of Ministers of African States Responsible for the
Application of Science and Technology to Development (CASTAFRICA II). In
fact, the secretariat prepared a paper on intra-African and interregional
scientific and technical co-operation which was submitted to UNESCO for the
meeting.

172. Similarly, the secretariat participated in the eighth session of the
Intergovernmental Committee on Science and Technology for Development and
pronounced on the methodology and scope of the end-of-decade review of the
implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action.

173. The development of intra-African trade continued to receive high priority
in the activi ties of the secretariat during the period under review. In
December 1985, UNDP approved an ECA project document on assistance to the
Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS ) in the field of trade
development. The immediate objectives of the project are, inter alia, to
make concrete proposals for the reduction and/or elimination of tariff and
non-tariff barriers and to propose measures for transforming the Central
African Clearing House into an ECCAS Clearing House. A staff member of the
secretariat joined the UNDP-funded project team, which is based at ECCAS
headquarters in Libreville, and undertook a series of activitics including
collection and analysis of data on tariff and non-tariff barriers and trade
flows among ECCAS member States. With UNCTAD, the secretariat organized
jointly an African experts meeting on issues concerning comrnodi ty trade and
resource flows with a view to helping African policy-makers to deal with
the issues of commodities, resource flows and external debt.

174. As far as collaboration with WMO and UNEP was concerned, the activities
carried out with the ECA secretariat were on environmental issues.

175. The secretariat carried out three main co-ordination activities with
WMO for the establishment of an advanced African Centre of Meteorological
Applications for Development (ACMAD) in response to ECA resolution 585 (XXI)
of April 1986.

(a) An Inter-agency Expert Consul tation wi th WHO Permanent
Representatives selected on a subregional basis, was held at the WMO Regional
Office for Africa, Bujumbura, Burundi. to prepare a draft constitution for
ACMAD. The Expert Group meeting also drew up a draft host country agreement
and reviewed the objectives of ACMAD in relation to its functions and proposed
structure under a preparatory assistance phase project (RAF/86/026)~

(b) The ninth session of the WMO intergovernmental body of Permanent
Representatives known as Regional Association I (Africa) held at Harare,
Zimbabwe, in December 1986, inter alia considered the report of the Inter­
agency Expert Consultations and recommended, in resolution 25/RA.l (IX) that
a joint WMO/ECA mission should visit and assess all potential host countries
(Senegal, the Niger, Algeria, Kenya and Egypt) using the revised technical
criteria approved at the meeting~

(c) As such, a joint WMO/ECA mission assessed the technical capabilities
at Niamey, the Niger, and in Oran, Algeria, from 16 to 25 February 1987.
Dakar, Senegal, was withdrawn from the assessment. On the basis of the mission
and other related activities, ECA had prepared a progress report on the
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implementation of resolution 585 (XXI) on ACMAD as document E/ECA/CM.13/29
for the twenty-second session of the ECA Conference of Ministers which
considered, inter alia, the hosting of the ACMAD Centre.

176. Environmental co-ordination with UNEP has been carried out mainly through
ECA Environment Section staff assisting at the joint secretariat of the African
Ministerial Conference on the Environment (AMCEN), at UNEP, Nairobi, with
the implementation of the Cairo Programme of Action for African co-operation
on environment and economic development.
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CHAPTER III

TWENTY-SECOND SESSION OF THE COMMISSION AND THIRTEENTH MEETING
OF THE CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS

A. Attendance and orGanization of work

177. The twenty-second session of the Commission/thirteenth meeting of the
Conference of Ministers was held at the headquarters of the Economic
Commission for Africa (ECA), at Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 23 to 27 April
1987. The meeting was formally opened by Comrade Addis Tedla, Member of
the Politbureau of the Central Committee of the Workers I Party of Ethiopia,
and Chairman of the National Committee for Central Planning. A message
from the Secretary-General of the United Nations, was read on his behalf
by the Executive Secretary of ECA. Statements were also delivered at the
opening ceremony by the Secretary-General of the Organization of African
Unity and the Executive Secretary of ECA. The representative of Kenya gave
a vote of thanks on behalf of the participants (see section C below).

178. The meeting was attended by representatives of the following States
members of the Commission: Algeria, Botswana, Burundi, Cameroon, the Central
African Republic, Chad, the Comoros, the Congo, Cote d I Ivoire, Djibouti,
Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Gabon, the Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Kenya,
Lesotho, Liberia, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali,
Mauritania, Morocco, Mozambique, the Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra
Leone, the Sudan, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, the United Republic of Tanzania,
Zaire, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

179. Observers from the following States Members of the United Nations,
not members of the Commission were present: Argentina, Austria, Australia,
Belgium, Canada, China, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Finland, France, the German
Democratic Republic, Germany, Federal Republic of, Greece, India, Indonesia,
Japan, Mexico, the Netherlands, Spain, Saudi Arabia, Sweden, Turkey, the
United Kingdom, the Union of Soviet Socialist Repuhlics, the United States
of America, Venezuela and Yugoslavia.

100. Observers from the following States, not Members of the United Nations
were also present: the Holy See, the Republic of Korea and Switzerland.

101. In accorclance with the Commission I s rules of procedure, the Demucratic
Front for the Liberation of Palestine (DFLP) was represented.

102. The following united Nations bodies and specialized agencies were
represented: United Nations Secretariat, united Nations Regional Commissions
Liaison Office, Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR), united Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), United Nations Centre
for Human Settlements (HABITAT), United Nations Industrial ~evelopment

Organization (UNIDO), United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) , World
Fooel Council (WFC) , International Lahour Organisation (ILO) , World Food
Programme (WFP), Food and Agriculture Organi zation of the United Nations
(FAO), Unitd Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural organization
(UNESCO), International Civil Aviation Organization (lCAO), World Health
Organization (WHO), International Telecommunication Union (ITU), International
Monetary Fund (IMF), World Meteorological Organization (WMO), International
Maritime Organization (IMO), World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO),

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



- 48 -

Office of the united Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordination (UNDRO), United
Nations Institute for Namibia and United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD).

103. Observers were present from the fnllowing intergovernmental
organizations: Association of African Universities (AAU), African Development
Bank (ADB), African Centre for Applied Research and Training in Social
Development (ACARTSOD), African Civil Aviation Commission (AFCAC), African
Institute for Higher Technical Training and Research (AIHTTR), Africa Regional
Co-ordinating Committee for the Integration of Women jn Development (ARCC),
African Regional Centre for Engineering Design and Manufacturing (ARCEDEM),
African Regional Centre for Technology (ARCT), African Regional Organization
for Standardization (ARSO), Arab Bank for Economic Development in Africa
(BADEA), Central African Mineral Resources Development Centre (CAMRDC),
Economic Community of the Great Lakes countries (CEPGL), Council for Mutual
Economic Assistance (CMEA), Regional Remote Sensing Centre (CRTO), Economic
Community of Central African states (ECCAS), Economic Community of West
African States (ECOWAS), European Economic Community (EEe), Eastern and
Southern African Management Institute (ESAMI), Eastern and Southern African
Mineral Resources Development Centre (ESAMRC) , Islamic Developnlent Bank
(IDD), African Institute for Economic Development and Planning (IDEP),
Institut de formation et de recherche demographiques (IFORD), International
Livestock Centre for Africa (ILCA), the Kagera Basin Organization (KDO),
League of Arab States (LAS), Ministerial Conference of West African and
Central African States on Maritime Transport (MlNCONMAR), Organization of
African Unity (OAU) , Pan-African Postal Union (PAPU), Preferential Trade
Area (PTA), Regional Centre for Services in Surveying, Mapping and Remote
Sensing (RCSSMHS " Regional Centre for Training in Aerial Surveys (RECTAS),
Regional Institute for Population studies (RIPS), Union of African Railways
(UAR), and Central African Customs and Economic Union (UDEAC).

184. Observers were present from the following non-governmental organizations:
Afro-Asian Peoples' Solidarity Organization (AAPSO), International Association
for Water Law (IAWL), International Commission on Irrigation and Drainage
(ICID), International Commission of the Red Cross (ICRC), International
Planned Parenthood F~deration (IPPF), and Lutheran World Federation (LWF).

185. The Commission unanimously elected the following officers:

Chairman: Mr. Soumeila Almoustapha (the Niger)

First Vice-Chairman: Mr. Ragaa Abdel Rasoul (Egypt)

Second Vice-Chairman: Mr. Michael M. Sefali (Lesotho)

Rapporteur: Mr. Sambwa Pida N'Dagui (Zaire)

D. Aqenda

186. On 23 April 1907, the Commission adopted the following agenda:

1. Opening of the meeting.

2. Minute of silent prayer or meditation.

3. Election of officers.

4. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work.

5. General debate on:

I
),
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(a) Review and appraisal of the economic situation in Africa
during the period 1985-1906 and perspectives for 1907:

(i) Survey of Economic and Social Conditions in Africa,
1905-1906;

(ii) ECA/ADD Economic Report on Africa, 1907;

(b) Progress in the implementation of the United Nations Programme
of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development and
Africa's Priority Programme for Economic Recovery and
Develoment, 1906-1990;

(c) The situation of food and agriculture in Africa.

6. Report, recommendations and resolutions submitted by the eighth
meeting of the Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole for
consideration by the twenty-second session of the
Commission/thirteenth meeting of the Conference of Ministers on:

(a) Natural resources and energy;

(i) River basin development in Africa;

(ii) Review of the situation with regard to the development
of water resources in the drought-stricken countries
of the African region;

(iii) Report of the intergovernmental meeting on the socio­
economic and policy aspects of water resources management
in Africa;

(iv), Report of the sixth United Nations Regional Cartographic
Conference for Africa;

(v) Report on the impact of the commemoration of 1906 as
the Year of Cartography and Remote Sensing in Africa;

(vi) Report of the Regional Consultative Meeting on the
Mobilization of Financial Resources for the Development
of New and Renewable Sources of Energy in Africa;

(b) Industrial development in Africa:

(i) Report of the eighth meeting of the Conference of African
Ministers of Industry;

(ii) Joint ECA/OAU/UNIDO report on the implementation of
the Industriai DevelopmEnt Decade for Africa;

(iii) Problems and constraints for the implementation of the
programme of the Industrial Development Decade for Africa;

(iv) Report on preparations for UNIDO II;
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(c) Transport and communications in Africa:

(i) United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in
Africa - Progress report on the second phase programme;

(ii) ECA/UNDPIIDRD transport study for Africa, south of the
Sahara,

( iii) priority transport and cornrnunications programme for
land-locked African countries;

(d) Promotion of economic co-operation and integration:

(i) Reports from the MULPOCs councils of Ministers;

(ii) Progress report on preparations for the UNDP Fourth
Programming Cycle for Africa:

(iii) Request for assistance for the organization of a symposium
on grass-root development (item proposed by the Republic
of Niger);

(e) Issues on social development in Africa:

(i) Implementation in Africa of the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women;

(ii) Establishment of an African Institute for the prevention
of Crime and Treatment of Offenders;

(iii) Culture and development (item proposed by the General
Secretariat of the Organization of African Unity);

(f) Development of environmental capabilities in Africa:

(i) Progress report on the establishment of an African Centre
of Meteorological Applications for Development (ACMAD);

(ii) Drought and desertification in Africa [item proposed
by the united Nations Sudano-Sahel ian Office (UNSO)];

(iii) Report on the International Scientific Conference on
the Lake Nyos Disaster (in the Republic of Cameroon);

(g) Trade and development: Addis Ababa
Ministers Responsible for Trade and
to UNCTAD VII:

Declaration
Development

of African
Preparat.:>ry

(h) Reports from the suhsidiary orgnns of the Commission:

( i) Report on the second meeting of
Ministers of Finance and Governors
on the African Monetary Fund;

the
of

Conference of
Central Danks
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the sixt.h
of Experts

meeting
of "the

of the
African

Intergovernmental
Least Developed

(iii) Report of the seventh meeting of the Conference of Chief
Executives of the ECA-sponsored Regional and subregional
Institutions;

(iv) Report of the
Intergovernmental
Environment~

fourth
Committee

meeting
on Human

of the Joint
Settlements and

(v) Report of the third ECA!AAU Conference of
Vice-Chancellors, Presidents and Rectors of Institutions
of Higher Learning in Africa and the Harare Statement
on the Role of ,Z\.frica· s Institutions of Higher Learning
in Africa's Economic Recovery and Development;

(vi) Report of the ninth meeting of the Conference of African
Ministers of Trade;

(vii)

(viii)

Report of the eighth meeting of the Africa
Co-ordinating Committee for the Integration
in Development;

Report of the third meeting of the Regional
Committee for PADIS~

Regional
of Women

Technical

(ix) Report of the second extraordinary meeting of IDEP~

(i) Follow-up on resolutions of the
and decisions adopted by ECOSOC
that are of interest to Africa:

Commission and resolutions
and the General Assembly

(i) Follow-up action on relevant resolutions adopted by
the twenty-first session of the Commission/twelfth meeting
of the Conference of Ministersi

(ii) Resolutions adopted by ECOSOC at its second session
of 1906 and hy the General Assembly at its forty-first
session in the economic and social sectors that are
of interest to Africa~

(iii) In-depth study of the united Nations intergovernmental
structure and functions in the economic and social fields:
Decision 1907/112 adopted by ECOSOC at its fourth meeting
on 6 February 1907: A note by the secretariat~

(j) Programme of work and priorities of the Commission:

(i) Progress report on the implementation of the programme
of work and priorities for the biennium 1906-l987i

(ii) Proposed programme of work and priorities for the biennium
1900-1909;
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(iii) proposed Medium-term Plan for the period 1990-1995;

and the regional economic
by the Joint Inspection

(1) Staff and administrative questions;

(m) Preparations for the thirtieth anniversary of ECA
and programme of observance.

Theme

7. Pledging Conference for the united Nations Trust Fund for African
Development.

O. Report of the seventh meeting of the Conference of Ministers of
African Least Developed Countries.

9. Any other business.

10. Date, venue and other matters relating to the twenty-third session
of the Commission/fourteenth meeting of the Conference of Ministers.

11. Consideration ana adoption of the report and resolutions of the
meeting.

12. Closure of the meeting.

C. Ascount of proccer..!.nqs

107. In his opening address, Comrade Addis Tedla, Member of the Politbureau
of the Central Committee of the Workers' Party of Ethiopia, and Chairman
of the National Committee for Central planning, welcomed delegates to Addis
Ababa and to the twenty-second session of the Commission and thirteenth
meeting of the Conference of Ministers on behalf of the Workers I Party of
Ethiopia, the Government, the people of Ethiopia and on his own behalf.

100. He stated that the meeting was an important forum where the economic
and social conditions of the continent were reviewed, problems identified,
solutions recommended, and important decisions made. Thus, in the years
since its inception, the Commission had, despite the multifarious problems
of the post-incependence era, become an important instrument for Africa I s
collective efforts towards the economic and social development of the
continent.

109. He explained that Africa's critical economic and social conditions,
as already identified at the twenty-first summit of the Heads of State and
Government of the organization of African Unity in July 1905, were primarily
structural, and were attributable to inappropriate domestic policies which
were further exacerbatea by a hostile external environment characteri zed
hy declining commodity prices, increasing protectionism in the developed
countries, and an increasing external debt burden coupled with inadequate
transfer of real resources to the developing countries. That summit had
adopted and launched Africa's Priority Programme for Economic Recovery,
1906-1990 (APPERl, followed a year later by the adoption by the United Nations
General Assembly, of the United Nations Programme of Action for African
Economic Recovery and Development, 1906-1990 (UN-PAAERD).
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194. He then declared the meeting open and wished t:he participants success
in their deliberations.

193. In conclusion, he called upon Africa to continue to strengthen
co-operation with other developing countries in the framework of a more
dynamic South-South co-operation and join other progressive countries of
the world, in striving for just and equitable international economic relations
as well as global security and peace.

190. The available information tended to indicate that whereas African
countries were individually and collectively struggling to implement APPER,
the support of the international community remained to be expressed in
concrete terms. He therefore called upon the meeting to carefully examine
the situation and indicate future lines of action for African Governments
at national, regional and international levels as well as at such fora as
UNCTAD VII and the G~neral Assembly of the United Nations.

Action (SNPA)
its adoption,
international
up to their

191. The implementation of the Substantial New Programme of
for the least developed countries had, in the six years since
also suffered from general reluctance on the part of the
community, particularly the developed countries, to live
commitments.

192. While he recognized the need for international support for implementing
the various regional programmes, he nevertheless emphasized that the ultimate
responsibility rested squarely on African countries themselves, as expressed
in the Lagos Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Monrovia Strategy
for Economic Development of Africa, 1900-2000 and the Final Act of Lagos,
upon which APPER was based. Satisfactory progress had already been made
at the subregional level, towards the attainment of the long-term goal of
establishing the African Economic Community. The emphasis placed on food
and agriculture by most African countries was in accordance with the
objectives of APPER. Thanks mainly to favourable climatic conditiona, there
had been general increases in food production. However, since there were
still shortfalls in food supplies, the objective of food self-sufficiency
should continue to be accorded priority.

195. In a message read by the Executive Secretary, the Secretary-General
of the United Nations said that it had been nearly one year since the General
Assembly at its Special Session on Africa's economic crisis adopted the
United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and
Development, 1906-1990. It was therefore meet and right that the theme
of the meeting was "Towards economic recovery and development ". The meeting
provided an excellent opportunity for a review of progress in the
implementation of the programme at the national, subregional, continental
and international levels.

196. The prov~s10n of adequate resources tc African cQuntries was in
particular very critical to the successful implementation of the programme.
While significant improvements had occurred in some areas of international
assistance to Africa, the financial situation of most African countries
remained precarious, especially in view of the declining commodity prices
and mounting external indebtedness. In response to that situntion, he had
established an advisory group on resource flows for Africa, composed of
eminent persons of particular competence to examine ways and means of bringing
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about an improvement in the financial situation in the most hard-pressecl.

African countries.

197. The Secretary-General assured the Conference that he would continue
to explore all possible channels to ensure that the international community
was kept informed of the situation and to mobilize its support for the
programme. In that regard he drew the attention of the Conference to two
major forthcoming events. The first was the international conference on
Africa I s challenge of economic recovery and accelerated development to be
held in June 1907 at Abuja, Nigeria, and the second was the international
conference on the human dimension of Africa's economic recovery and
development to be held in October 1907 in Libreville, Gabon. He expressed
the hope that those international gatherings would serve as a further impetus
to the process of implementing the programme of action. A Steering Committee
consisting of the relevant major united Nations entities to ensure a positive
and coherent response by the united Nations system had been established.
The results to that date had been encouraging. Moreover, all United Nations
agencies had been requested to adjust and focus their respective 1900-1909
biennial programmes of work and priorities on the implementation of the
programme of action.

190. He paid tribute to the tremendous efforts which African countries were
making for economic recovery and development. In several countries,
significant signs of recovery were noticeable in the vital sector of food
and agriculture. In many other countries, effective measures were being
taken to boost agri-=ultural production, mobilize domestic resources, and
improve the overall management of the economies.

199. He extended sincere thanks to His Excellency Chdirman Mengistu Haile
Mariam, and through him to the people of Ethiopia for their long-standing
support to the Economic Commission for Africa. The hosting of the current
session, as many previous ones, was clear testimony of their continued faith
and devotion to the United Nations.

200. The Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity stated that
the common objective of the Lagos Plan of Action for the Implementation
of the Monrovia Strategy for the Economic Development of Africa, 1900- 2000
and the Final Act of Lagos, the Substantial New Programme of Action for
the least developed countries in the 1900s, Africa's priority Programme
for Economic Recovery, 1906-1990 and the United Nations Programme of Action
for African Economic Recovery and Development, 1906-1990, was to formulate
a new strategy, set up new structures and generate a fresh dynamism to enable
African countries to revitalize their economies and to relaunch the initiative
for 1ong-term growth and development with a better chance of success.

201. Unfortunately, with all those plans and programmes, there were as yet
no signs of a definite recovery or an easing of the crisis. If anything,
one was tempted to ask whether in the next decade, Africa would emerge out
of its permanent state of dependency in which its welfare and progress
depended invariably on the charity of other continents.

202. There. were two explanations for that disturbing situation. Firstly,
while all the plans and programmes might have held good, their implementation
had been unwisely neglected. For 25 years, it had been advised that
development efforts shoulCl be based and focused on the improvement of rural
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conditions in order to protect the people from intemperate weather and famine.
It had taken the rude shocks of recent disasters to bring about the collective
awareness of the pertinence of such advice as evidenced in the decision
taken by African states to set aside 20-25 per cent of their pUblic investment
for the agricultural sector. Secondly, the gap between the magnitude of
Africa's needs and the paucity of its resources was too great~ hence, Africa's
incessant calls on the international community for assistance; hence also
the imprudent postponement of many vital and indispensable development
projects.

203. It was a matter of opinion whether African States were fully and
rationally exploiting their resources and whether Africa's performance
actually reflected its physical, financial and human potential. Whichever
way one looked at it, the conclusion was that Africa should continue to
place the emphasis on its own efforts, the mobilization of all human resources
and improved management of national resources with a view to curtailing
foreign assistance and charity. African countries needed to show more
imagination, determination, and courage in implementing those plans and
programmes which were geared to the mobilization and use of domestic resources
and also show greater solidarity and unity in dealing with development
partners. Such unity and solidarity should be reflected in common platforms
on issues of strategic importance to the development of Africa.

204. A primary task before Africa's Ministers responsible for economic
development and planning was therefore to ensure that the commitments solemnly
made with regard to Africa and the international community were fully
honoured. At the level of the OAU secretariat, the task was to determine
the modalities for the application of the measures envisaged for evaluating
the implementation of the priority programme and of the programme of action
at the continental level. The Permanent Steering Committee was responsible
for supervising, following up and evaluating the implementation of those
two programmes. Thus, during its eighth session next July, it should prepare
for the twenty-third session of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government
of OAU, a progress report on the implementation of Africa's Priority Programme
for Economic Recovery and set down the modalities and machineries for the
preparation of the evaluation report on the implementation of the United
Nations Programme of Action, which would be submitted to the forty-second
session of the United Nations General Assembly.

205. concerning African debt, the Secretary-General stressed the fact that
Africa's external debt had reached alarming levels. He informed the
Conference that the current Chairman of OAU, together with the assistance
of the GAU Secretary-General was continuing at the political level to clear
the ground internationally for the holding of the proposed inter-country
conference on Africa's external indebtedness. The GAU secretariat, together
with the ECA Aecretariat, the African Development Dank, and the African
Centre for Monetary Studies, was also finalizing the technical documents
and the approaches required fur a better presentation of the problem.

206. The Executive Secretary said that the current session had been
immediately preceded by a series of preparatory meetings which had all been
held in 1'.ddis Ababa since 6 April 1907. Each of those meetings had been
not only unique in its concerns for specific aspects of the development
of Africa, but also, collectively, and together with the sectoral ministerial
meetings and the MULPOC meetings that had been held previously, had
constituted the basis for submitting, in an integrated and co-ordinated
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manner, the ma jar issues in the field of economic and social development
to the annual session of the Commission. The successful holding of all
those meetings ha~ been due, to a large extent, to the congenial atmosphere
which had been provided by the Government of Socialist Ethiopia for whose
continued support to ECA, the Executive Secretary expressed sincere
appreciation tu His Excellency Comrade Mengistu Haile Mariam, General
Secretary of the Central Committee of the Workers' Party of Ethiopia, Chairman
of the Provisional Military Administrative Council, and Commander-in-Chief
of the Revolutionary Armed ForcGS of Socialist Ethiopia.

207. The Executive Secretary recalled that at the opening of the previous
session of the Commission, he had made bold to assert that the African
economies were at the crossroads and that the most significant and peculiar
attribute of being at tho crossroads was that one was forced to make a
deliberate and calculated decision as to the tUlning which one should make,
and having made the choice, of the imperative necessity to pursue it to
its logical conclusion. That choice, he had suggested, must be made by
Africa in the form of a package of at least five commitments which African
Governments and people must irrevocably undertake. Those were: that highest
priority in rehabilitation and recovery programmes should be given to the
rural sector in general and to food and agriculture development in particular;
that genuine efforts must continue to he made to improve economic management;
that appropriate austerity measures should he adupted for the greater
mobilization of domestic resources; that the process of undertaking essential
policy reforms must be continued: and that Africa must demonstrate its
recognition of the need to bear the burden of its development.

200. The main economic indicators as containe1 in the ECA annual Survey
of Economic and Social Conditions in Africa, 1905-1906 and ECA/ADD Economic
Report 1907, had shown that economic performance in the region had moved
from the uniformly disastrous situation of previous years to one that was
distinctly marginally better. In spite of continuing difficulties in some
countries, there was no doubt that Africans and their leaders had accepted
the challenge and were determined to take the path of honour and integrity
to will the recovery of their economies.

209. The Executive Secretary said that ECA'S Preliminary Survey on the
Implementation of Africn's Priority Programme for Economic Recovery, 1906­
1990 CAPPER) and the United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic
Recovery and Development, 1906-1990 (UN-PMERD) (E!ECA!CM.13/5 of 6 April
19(7) had given credence to that emerging trend. ECA' s Preliminary Survey
was the result of the comprehensive questionnaire sent by ECA secretariat
to all member States late in 1906, the responses to which - both in terms
of the number of countries and in their geo-political spread as well as
in the facts and information provided, had been most encouraging. To that
date, 34 out of ECA's total States membership of 50, had completed and
returned the questionnaire.

210. It had been obvious from the Survey that country after country had
introduced policy reforms and undertaken structural adjustment programmes.
97 per cent of the countries that had responded had adopted the same
priorities as APPER and UN-PAAERD; 43 per cent had adopted stabilization
programmes, 7() per cent structurnl adjustment programmes, and 17 per cent
overall economic rehabilitation programmes. With regard to immediate
measures, 50 per cent had created or maintained national emergency
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preparedness mechanism; 47 per cent were instituting E::arly-warning systems,
and 50 per cent had established national foed security systems while 07
per cent had adopted price incentives for l'lgricultural products. On short-
and medium-term measures, 00 per cent of thp. countries had indicated that

they had raised substantially the level of investment; 13 per cent had plans
to do that by 1990; 73 per cent had established or strengthened agricultural
credit institutions while only 47 per cent had already taken measures to
provide incentives to encourage rural savings. Encouraging developments
had also taken place in other areas such as in the management of the economy,
encouraging the private sector, establishment of fiational population policies,
and measures to mobilize domestic resources. The current survey was a
baseline one and it was ECA's intention to update it regularly and to extend
its coverage and its depth as part of its monitoring function. It therefore
deserved to be closely studied.

211. The Executive Secretary then referred to the response of the
international community and wondered what that response had been in the
face of the heroic efforts Africa had made. In that connection, he said

. that, in 1906, the international economic environment had even been more
hostile than it had been for many a decade. He recalled what he had said
in his end-of-year assessment of the performance of the African economy,
namely, that the slump in Africa's export trade in 1906 has been unprecedented
resulting in a catastrophic drop in the value of exports and in an escalation
in the deficits on current accounts.

212. The external debt problem and debt-servicing obligati.ons had assumed
unmanageable proportions. Africa's disbursed and undisbursed foreign debt
- which was estimated to be about $US 200 billion by the end of 1906, had
amounted to 44 per cent of its total GOP and 190 per cent of its total export
earnings. Debt-service ratio exceeded 30 per cent of GDP on the average
and was much higher for many low-income countries. Indeed, the situation
was such that unless and until some broad agreement on the debt issue was
reached, the prospects of an increasing number of countries defaulting wouln
loom larger. With the debt-servicing obligations of African countries being
between $US 14.6 billion and SUS 23.0 billion, and with export earnings
falling by about $US 19.0 billion in 1906, the African economies had been
drained of resources abroad to th~ tune of between SUS 33.6 billion and
$US 42.00 billion in one year. Therefore, unless the African commodity
problems were addressed and unless the continent's debt-servicing obligations
were tackled, resource inflows would have little impact and seldom any
meaning, and of course the implementation of APPER and UN-PAAERD would become
well nigh impossible.

213. The Executive Secretary went on to say that in UN-PAAERD, it had been
agreed that there was a need for the international community "to deal with
commodity issues taking into account the special interest of the African
countries". The moment had therefore come fer the international communi.ty
to devise an imaginative package that could address Africa's parennial
commodity issues. In that connection, he said that much could be learneo
from the experience of STADEX and SYSMIN - tW,J sources Gf compenSi:'ltory finance
which, in spite of their limitations and their oeficiencies, were innovative
responses by EEC and ACP countries to deal with the commodity problem.

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



,. S8 -

21/1, The I,fricl1n rlebt [Jr'.Jblems also deserved simililr innovative approaches
anr1 th() time was due for the international community to come out with a
["'lCkarJE;' •. ,f mCflsures that cuuld be addressed uniquely to Africa's debt problem.
S,lme commenr1",ble c1evclo['ments wre already taking place within the framework
of thu IMF/HaW nevelCI['mE.mt Committee and of the Paris Club. However, debt­
relief mOfl,sures addresser] tel the realistic solution of African prnhlems
nc,erlcd to be comprehensive enough to accommodate the three proposals which
had heen made in Africa's suhmission to the united Nations special session
(m l\frica I s economic crisis n:'lmely, conversion of the Official Deve10pment
,hssistance (ilfJl,) debts nnd interest obligations into grants; consolidation
of non-illll\. rlebts and service payments thereon Clue over the period 1906-1990
into long-term loans payable over 30-40 years on concessional 'terms with
(1 lO-year yxace period; and improving the existing framework for commercial
debt renegotiation.

215. The twin problems of commodity prices and external debt needed to be
addressed within the framework of a package which should include, support
and stahilization of earnings for commodities and minerals that were of
primary interest tu Africa at reasonably remunerative levels; comprehensive
meClsures to deLll with the debt and debt-servicinC] problems; meaSU1"eS to
ensure that "oth the World Dank and the IMF could reschedule on a long-term
basis, the repayment of the debt and debt-service obligations owed to them
by l\.frica's debt-distressed countries; and, measures to ensure the flow
of net concessional resources at a level adequate to cover Africa's
requirement for recovery and development.

:U"",. In conclusion, the Executiva secretary si1id that the forthcoming annual
meeting of the Group of 7 in Venice in June 1907 would provide an opportunity
fur the most advanced Western industrialized countries to put together a
package that would adclress the vital issues of recovery and development.
in AfricCl, The African countries had demonstrated their commitment to UN­
Pl\.ll.EIW. It was up to the international community to rise to the challenge
of sustaining the continent's economic recovery and development that he
said, would have a decisive jmpact not only on the future of l\.frica but
also on tho future of the world community.

217. On behalf of the Conference, H.E. Pr. Robert ,1. Ouko, Minister for
National Plunning and Development of Kanya, moved a vote of thanks to Comrade
A(ldis Tedla, Member of the Polittlurcau of the Central Committee of the
Workers' Party of Ethiopia, and Chairman of the National Committee for Central
planning, for his Lrilliant opening address and for the legendary Ethiopian
hospi tality that had been reserved for participants. He requested him to
convey the deep gratitude of the Conference to His Excellency Comrade Mengistu
Haile Mariam, General Secretary of the Central Committee of the Workers'
~larty of Ethil'pia, Chairman of the Provisional Military Administrative Council
and Commander-·in-Chief of the Revolutionary I,rmed Forces of Socialist
Ethiopia, and the Government and people of Ethiopia.

7.10. The reprusentutivo elf Kenya paid trihute t.o Comrade MenfJistu Haile
I·lariam I s steadfastnf.c:SS and (leep conviction to what needed to be di)n(~ to
attain Africfl.· S development objectives. Comrade Addis Tedla' s opening ad(lross
had, in the ~ame spirit, lucidly highlighted Africa I s problems arising from
0}~tcrnal imh111'lncos t decl inin'] resource flows, deepening :lebt crisis, the
illlpact of \'::r::.,uCJht nil'l fJthcr (liSnstrl)US natural catastrophies.
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(c) The ~itua·tj.on of food and apricul tarA!!t Aft.i.£i1

~E~~l debate (agenda item 5)

1985-economic and social conditions in 1Hrica.
• • • I • VWWN ••VVtdmqr

Survev of
1986-

(i)

(ii) ~CAf_ADB Econp~~~ R2port on Africa. 19Q]

219. The present meeting of the ECA Conferencl~ of l>'Jinisters was of crucial
importance as evidenced by the relevance of t,he issues before it. 'rhose
issues included the secretariat's programme of work and priorities for the
biennium 1988-1989 , and the Medium-term Plan 1990-1995 which would be
submitted to the General Assembly of the Unit.ed Nations later and for which
among other things the Executive Secretary should be congratulated.

222. He drew attention to the fact that a major source of the unfavourable
ext,ern",l environment for some countries ha.d been the adverse developments
in the oil market. A.s i) result of the collapse in petroleum prices from

(b) Proqress .!..11•••1;-11£ implementation of ..S.he United Nations ~oqr.amme
of Action fo.£ ~friccm. Economic R;ecovervhgpd "Q,evelopment. 1906,';.
l22.Q._ "tnd M!,ica' s Prio~,i,t.Y. Ra:ooramme" for [.conomic .."Rgcov;erv.: 190..~
1990-

(a) ~eview and i'lPP,raisal..o..£ the econ..9..mj.c ,..§.i tuatio]l .A;l..l\fri..sp- durinq
.!he .l2f;!ripd 1985-1986 an.fi Eerspgs:tive.fL for .+2°,2

220. He said that progress in the implementation of APPER and UN-PAA-ERD
would depend more on the gains African countrie3 could make from t.r.·C'.de with
each other and the rest of the world than from trickles of aid. The world
was a small planet, and as such, dismal poverty in one part of it must remain
the concern of all countries. Such concern should be backed by practical
action. In the final analysis though, Afri.ca' s salvation could only come
from the Africans themselves. There was therefore no alternative to the
principles of self-reliance and self-sustainment.

221. The representative of Nigeria said that the African economic situatj.on
in 1905-1906 and the perspectives for 1907 had been well analysed in the
comprehensive documents of the secretariat, particularly the Survey of
Economic and Social Conditions in Africa 1905-1906 and the ECA/ADB Economic
Report on Africa 1907. It was regrettable that 'the African economy had
been so constrained by an unfavourable external environment, despite the
commitments of the international community contained in UN-PAAERD. Economic
activities that depended primarily on external factors for growth had
performed very poorly .Y.,i,s-a,-vi"g, those depenrJent mainly on domest,ic fac't.ors.
Thus, agricultural production had risen by 3 per cent. higher than the
population growth rate, thanks mainly to favourable weather condi.tions and
policy measures undertaken earnestly by governments in line with t:he
recommendations of APPER and UN-PAAERD. In contrast, the manufacturing
sector with its higher dependence on external factor inputs had remaine-:4
constraintld. The result had been a reduc-tion in the advantage that could
have been gained in agro-industries from the favourable agricultural output
in 1906.
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about $US 28 a barrel at the end of 1905 to only $US 10 per barrel in mid­
1986, tho rate of growth of the combined output of African oil-exporting
countries had declined by about 0.3 per cent compared to a growth rate of
1.2 per cont for the total GDP of the region in 1906.

223. A major lIroa of concern was the issue of external debt on which the
Conference had to reflect deeply and evolve viable solutions. In spi to
of the desired relief obtained through the facilities of the Paris and Lonaon
Clubs and the rescheduling negotiations with rna jar donors, most African
countries had found their level of external indebtedness unmanageable.
Indeed, with the dobt-service ratio estimated at about 26.4 per cent in
19£16 for sub-Saharan Africa, the prospect of meaningful economic recovery
tlnvisaged in APPER and UN-PAAERD might well prove to be a mirage. He
therefore ap-pealed for the sustained co-operation of donor countries and
international agencies with African countries to ensure that the latter
rUn not continue to he net exporters of capital through the sustainment
of a higher dobt burden. It was noticeable that while African Governments
had made efforts to fulfil their commitments by embarking on policy reforms
and auster! ty measures, some of which had great social and political costs,
the international community had ~1ot taken the necessary steps to increase
the flow of assistance to Africa. Consequently, member States were urged
to pursue the establishment of effective national follow-up mechanisms to
ensure the increased flow of external assistance within the framework of
UN-PAAERD consistent with the demands of their circumstances.

224. At the same time, it was imperative for African countries to intensify
their efforts towards economic co-operation and integration to overcome
their common problems in all the priority sectors in the spirit of collective
self-reliance. The MULPOCs had a major role to play in those efforts. The
continent should develop a strong industrial base as a dynamic pivot for
its structural transformation by designing and implementing viable, regional
projl::cts that would benefit from economies of scale. In that connection,
the adoption by ECOWAS of a subregional economic recovery programme which
included regional projects ane which was estimated at about 1 billion dollars,
was in the right direction.

225. He noted with satisfaction that th8 main elements of the UNDP Fourth
Pror;ramming Cycle for Africa were in consonance with the priorities and
objectives of APPER and UN-PAAERD. He suggested, ~owever, that in future
consultations such as those that took place during the second extraordinary
session of the ECA Conference of Ministers in October 1906, specific lists
of regional projects should be provided to facilitate determination of the
links between the programme priorities and concrete projects. He also
expressed concern over the removal of the women I s programme from the UNDP
Fourth 1:'rogramming Cycle. He strongly urged UNDP to review its decision
in the light of the manifest role played by w,:Jmen in agriculture, commerce
and industry and in other important facets of African socia-economic life.

226. Lastly, he referred to the measures taken J)y Nigeria towards the
restructuring of its economy. It had adopted a Structural Adjustment
Programme for the pl:riod July 1986-June 1900 aimed at moving macro-economic
management policies away from administrative controls to increased reliance
on market forces. The country had also undertaken other measures wi thin
the framework of APPEH and UN-PAAERD including the adoption of a Second
Tier FOlei'jn Exchange Market (STFEM) in 1906, the reduction of subsidies
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on petroleum products, establishment of a Directorate of Foods, Roads and
Rural Infrastructure, adoption of export promotion incentives, and
negotiations for relief on the country's international debt-servicing
obligations. A vigorous implementation of these measures, coupled with
a favourable international oil market, were expected to help the country
overcome its immediate problems.

227. The representative of Togo said that Africa was the continent that
was most seriously affected by the current economic crisis and that it was
absolutely necessary to implement measures likely to generate efficient,
rapid and long-lasting development. His country had committed itself to
a structural stabilization and adjustment programme designed to improve
its public finances and bring about a recovery in economic growth. Togo
had also launched a green revolution to achieve food self-sufficiency and
increase agricultural production. The new approach to rural development
had brought into play all the components necessary for integrated development
such as training in the rural areas, agricultural research, environmental
and soil protection and rehabilitation, development of co-operatives,
agricultural extension, the supply of inputs, agricultural production and
livestock credit and support services, higher producer prices, more efficient
marketing channels and "the development of mining and energy resources.

228. His country would continue its policy of restructuring the industrial
sector particularly the state enterprise sector, the promotion of the private
sector, streamlining management, promoting tourism, and rehabilitating and
maintaining transport and communications infrastructure.

229. It was the firm belief of his country that regional economic co-operation
was the most apprcpriate means of solving Africa's development problems
and as such, Togc was striving to promote the establishment of international
communications channels such as the Trans-West African Highway, and of a
mechanism for settling monetary, financial, trade and external debt issues.

230. The representative of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya drew the attention
of the Conference to the critical economic and social conditions facing
Africa the major features of which were, declining rates of growth of GDP,
increasing indebtedness, and falling commodity prices. Several factors
including the fragmentary nature of African economies accounted for those
conditions. Since Africa was the source of most of the world's raw materials,
it was imperative that Africans should be involved in the decision-making
processes on the utilization of those raw materials. The interests of the
African people were indivisible, hence the need for co-operation as that
was the only way of ensuring African development. The Conference was the
main African organ for the discussion of economic matters. He therefore
attached the greatest importance to t.he recommendations that would emanate
from the meeting. He however wished that there were more sectoral meetings.

231. Referring to UN-PAAERD, he emphasized the need for Africans to depend
more on their own efforts and cautioned againet too much reliance on external
assistance on account of the uncertainty that entailed and the protectionist
policies of the developed world. Such assistance was often tied to specific
conditions which were not conducive to development. He gave the example
of his country which had been subjected to external economic and scientific
blockade and attacks in which children and women were killed.
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232. He appreciated the priority that was given to food and agriculture,
and hoped that Governments would continue to maintain that prio.dty. In
that connection, he indicated the efforts being made in his country in
achieving a Green Revolution. He singled out his country's Great Artificial
River Project as a good example of the conti.nuous efforts being deployed
by his country to boost food and agricultur.e and secure food security.
Industrial co-operation was also an important instrument for promoting African
development, and Libya in co-operation with other African countries had
adopted that approach as an instrument for development. He therefore urged
UNIDO and other international agencies to help with the implementation and
financing of joint ventures in that area. The integration of women
constituted a priority area in Libya, and education and training opportunities
were provided for women. Also, most primary and preparatory schools and
banks were staffed by women.

233. He stressed the importance of regional and subregional co-operation
and in that connection, he called for the strengthening of the MULPOCs so
that they could play a more effective role in achieving subregional
co-operation.

234. His country welcomed the recommendations on measures for streamlining
the functioning of the United Nations. However, those measures should not
unduly affect the operational capabilities of the Economic Commission for
Africu in its task of assisting member States of the region prosecute their
socio-aconomic development problems. Similarly, cost-saving meQsures should
not lead to the reduction of the use of. Arabic as an official language of
the Commission. Arabic had to be put on an equal footing with all the other
working languages of the Commission.

235. The representative of Kenya expressed satisfaction with the secretariat
reports and noted their improved quality. He observed that part of the
problems facing the continent had been the making of the African countries
themselves. While external factors such as oil price increases in the 1970s,
collapse of commodity prices in the 1900s as well as recurrent droughts
could be justifiably blamed, there was need for African countries to examine
their own past economic policies to determine whether they had promoted
or hindered the attainment of the continent's goals and objectives.

236. In that regard, he cited some examples. Until the recent drought had
exposed the serious imbalance between the demand for food and its supply,
not much priority attention had been given to the agricultural sector nor
to export-oriented cash crops. That situation had resulted in food
importation which had constituted a serious drain on the foreign exchange
resources of many countries. Similarly, import substitution policies had
encouraged the establishment of inefficient enterprises with limited capacity
to create jobs for the rapidly growing populations. Also, many countries
had resorted to borrowing from foreign resources without a critical
examination of the debilitating conditionalities and rules governing
repayment. Thus, a dependency had been created in which countries had
continued to borrow more even when their capaci'ty for repayment had been
overstretched. He declared that that had been the main cause of the African
debt crisis which was so central to the debate on the. African econ.omic and
social situation. As the problems noted were ur96nt, he called npon t:he
member States to tackle them with realism, pragmatism an/\ courage.
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237. Concerning the report and recommendations of TEPCOW on the implementation
of APPER and UN-·PAAERD which were before the meeting, he said that several
points required priority attention. He highlighted the neea. to increase
budgetary allocations to agriculture in general and to food production in
particular. As African countries had decided in APPER to allocate up to
25 per cent of their total national bua.get to agriculture, it behoved the
Ministers of Planning to assist in achieving that goal.

230. The representative of Egypt declared that the meeting was taking place
at a crucial time in Africa's development, one year after the Special Session
of the United Nations General Assembly on the Critical Economic s1tuation
in Africa, and two years sinee the adoption of Africa 1 s Priority Programme
for Economic Recovery (APPER). In that connection, he said that Africa's
problems had been well recognizea.. !ndeed the adoption of the Lagos Plan
of Action for the Impiementation of the Monrovia Strategy for African
Development in 1900 was a turning point in Africa's efforts to reverse
existing unfavourable trena.s, enable the continent to control its own economic
destiny and restructure its economies on the basis of three main principles:
the indigenous approach to development; the supplementary role of external
assistance and outside contributions; and collective self-reliance. In
that spirit, he informed participants that Egypt was fully aware of the
challenges in the years ahead, and was working on developing a national
strategy to cope with economic realities and to allow for the achievement
of the wide range of structural changes that was required.

239. Concerning technical assistance and co-operation programmes, he said
that such co-operation had taken the form of sharing Egypt' 8 experience
with sister African countries by seconding to them Egyptian experts in various
fields, and by offering study and training facilities for students and
scholars in specialized institutions. He highlighted by way of illustration
technical cO-'operation activities which Egypt had undertaken through the
Arab Academy for Maritime Transportation, the Egyptian Fund for African
Technical Assistance, the Egyptian International Centre for Agriculture
and the Egypt Institute of National Planning.

240. He finally declared that in the face of current difficulties and the
threat of scarcity that loomed over Africa's efforts, only solutions that
had been worked out on a collective basis seemed viable. To face the
challenges successfully, the individual and collective will of each and
every African country was cal.led for. In that connection, he concluded
by saying that Africa haa. a special role to play by virtue of its long
historical tradition of tolerance and conciliation, based on respect for
dignity, freedom and justice.

241. The representative of Zambia reiterated the call for a more effective
participation by African countries in the meetinCJs of the Governing Council
of UNDP and appealed to UNDP to continue its support for the programmes
on the integration of women in development. He emphasi zed the Conference's
desire for the international community to heed its expression of goodwill
and sympathy at the Special Session of the United Nations General Assembly
on Africa into practical terms. Apart from Canada, the Nordic countries
and some United Nations agencies, the international community had still
to meet their plec3ges of support. There WQS, on the other hand, ample
-:?vic1ence that Africn was fulfilling the promises it made. Policy changes
were being introduc(3C! in many African c:::>Untries. Market forces were being
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allowed to determine exchange rates, parastatals were being dismantled,
and public expenditure was being reduced. The failure of the international
community to live up to its commitments therefore would certainly be viewed
as a betrayal of Africa in the implementation of UN-PAAERD.

242. His country and other front-line States had also to struggle and find
resources to replace those destroyed by raids and other acts of economic
sabotage perpetrated by South Africa. countries like Angola and Mozambique
for example, were finding it difficult to attain food self-sufficiency and
pursue development objectives because of those very acts which were usually
supported by other powerful countries who were also involved in the
formulation of IMF conditionalities, which were themselves destroying the
very basis of UN-PAAER:l and APPER. That, however, should not be a cause
for losing hope. The temporary nature of the difficulties constituted
challenges to the front-line States and an opportunity for them to keep
fighting for sanity to prevail in international politics, economic and social
relations. The countries of the North should recognize Africa's plight
and live up to their commitments. The world was an interdependent place,
since the prosperity of the North depended on the continued I'lvailabili ty
of markets in the South.

243. The representative of Cameroon informed the meeting that owing to
circumstances beyond his control, the outgoing Chairman of the Conference,
the Honourable M. Sadou Hayatou of Cameroon had not been able to attend
the current meeting. He had apologized for his absence and had wished the
meeting every success. He referred to the report of the Executive Secretary
on progress made in the implementation of the United Nations Programme of
Action for African Economic Recovery and Development and said that he was
gratified to note that action was being taken within the United Nations
aimed at ensuring the response expected of the international community
particularly in respect of lightening the debt burden, the mobilization
of resources, and the restructuring of the terms of trade in order to support
the efforts that African countries were making to rehabilitate their
economies.

244. He was particularly alarmed at the prospects of substantial reduction
in staff resources which might affect ECA. The Commission's role in guiding,
leading, following up and evaluating economic endeavours in Africa was
crucial. Therefore, in spite of the financial crisis facing the United
Nations system and the restructuring measures that were called for, account
should be taken on the nature, peculiarity and seriousness of the problems
of Africa. At a time when the international community and the United Nations
in particular were being called upon to mobilize efforts for African economic
recovery and development, it would be contradictory to weaken the operational
capability of ECA.

245. Regarding the food and agriculture situation in Africa, he said that
several stUdies on agricultural prospects which had been conducted with
bilateral or multilateral financing could not be implemented for lack of
funds. In that regard, he suggested that right from the identification
phase, the international agencies should involve those funding agencies
that might be interested in viable projects. An effort was to be made within
the context of science and technol00Y applications to agriculture to collect
and circulate information on certain local techniques whose introduction
would contribute to improving and increasing agricultural production in
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African countries at the same time as they strengthened food security. Such
techniques might apply to post-harvest food loss prevention and preservation
and processing of tuber crops and other produce which formed the stable
diet of several African countries. The appeal made by UNICEF to international
financing institutions concerning the adverse effects of certain adjustment
programmes on infant nutrition was important. ECA could greatly help by
conducting a study on the impact of such programmes on rural development.

246. The observer for the USSR said that the situation in Africa continued
to be as serious as ever which could not but be a cause for concern to the
world community. The most desperate situation in which African countries
had found themselves and the serious difficulties they had encountered in
the implementation of Africa's Priority Programme for Economic Recovery
and of the United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery
and Development stemmed directly from the mechanism through which developed
capitalist countries wre squandering the developing countries' national
resources.

247. The annual net outflow of financial resources from Africa exceeded
$US 9 hillion. paradoxically African countries needed exactly that same
amount in annual external aid in order to solve their urgent problems.

210. It had been estimated that African countries would require at least
$US 150 billion for the period up to the year 2000 in order to stimulate
economic growth. Those funds could be secured only if the senseless waste
of resources for military purposes was stopped. The Soviet Union was pursuing
a consistent and resolute policy aimed at curbing the arms race and ensuring
an early implementation of disarmament in the cause of development.

249. Dy supporting an effective solution of the international economic
security problem the Soviet Union and other Socialist countries sought
primarily to restructure international economic relations on a democratic
basis, to establish a new international economic order ensuring to all States
economic fairness and equal political security and the solution of problems
that faced developing countries. In their struggle for security and progress
the newly independent countries could count as always on the full support
of the USSR. The economic ties and trade relations of the Soviet Union
with African States were steadily developing and expanding.

250. 'rhe observer for the Federal Republic of Germany noted that Afri.ca
was confronted with grave problems and was facing those [,rohlems with high
spirit, courage, increasing flexibility and success. In assessing the
magnitude of those difficulties, he drew a distinction between external
and internal factors stressing that while the former were beyon'l the control
of Africa, the latter could be changed by political measures. Drought,
the deterioration of the terms of trade, the resurgence of interest rates,
wider exchange rates fluctuations, technological revolutions with their
impact on demand for raw materials I as well as the problems related to
exceptionally high population growth, were so eliverse that they were for
the most part beyond the inf luence of individual governments and sometimes
of whole regions.

251. He however cited the improved level of food preduction in Africa as
a positive step towards recovery, and one which oUC]ht to encourage Africans
and their development partners in the industrial countries to increase their
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joint efforts. The priority given to the food and agriculture and rural
development sectors in UN-l?AAERD was a welcome one and would accordingly
provide the focus of his Government's development assistance to Africa.
He recognized the key role to be played by ECA in sustaining the progress
made, called for favourable support to the secretariat to carry out its
mandate effectively, particUlarly \'lith regard to the task of co-ordinating
regional United Nations economic and social programmes as well as providing
advisory services and reliable data.

252. On the question of the African debt, he informed the conference of
steps being taken by his country to ease the burden. In 1907, his Government
had decided to convert loans to the LDCs into grants in accordance with
UNCTAD resolution 165 (S-IX). That decision had concerned outstanding amounts
totalling 3.6 billion marks in redemption payments of which 2.6 billion
marks had been from African LDCs. All financial assistance to LDes since
then had taken the form of grants only. His Government had also participated
actively in the Paris club negotiations which were aimed at restructuring
commercial debts and liabilities deriving from development assistance loans.
Detween 1903 and the end of 1905, 19 billion dollars were rescheduled in
that way.

253. He appealed to the nations of Africa not to abandon their economic
reforms if the hoped-for results did not appear within a short time. Africa's
tasks of development, he saiel, were. too complex to respond to quick solutions.
Furthermore, it was crucial that Africa played a bigger role in world trade
within the framework particularly of Lome III, GATT, etc. He assured the
Conference that his Government would continue through all suitable means
to supplement Africa's effort towards recovery and development.

254. The observer for Cuba said that the agenda before the meeting was a
reflection of the magnitude and complexity of the problems facing African
countries. Cuba had long had strong traditional ties of friendship and
solidarity with the African peoples and as such, his country had been
particularly concerned with the gravity of the crisis facing countries of
the region. The causes of that crisis were well known. They stemmed mainly
from the substantial reduction in official development assistance, monetary
instability due mainly to fluctuations in exchange rates, high interest
rates, constant deterioration in the terms of trade, the virtual
disintegration of the multilateral trade system, and the rigid policies
of the international finance institutions. To make matters worse, Africa
and its rest of the developing world were witnessing ever increasing
limitations to their access to markets of developad countries as a result
of the protectionist policies that those countries were for ever adopting.
There were of course also the adverse activities of transnational
corporations.

255. With regard to the problem of foreign debt, he said that the astronomical
figure of $US 170 billion which Africa owed was the result of negative aspects
stemming from an adulterated and unfair international environment which
had continued to cause considerable hardships to African countries and forced
them to make enormous sacrifices which limited their possibilities for a
better future.
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256. The African Governments and people had demonstrated their enormous
strength of will in the valiant struggles they had waged over the years
for their survival. It was however well nigh impossible for them to solve
the thorny problems facing their. countries in the prevailing hostile and
explosive international environment. In that connection the state terrorism,
and the destabilizing and murderous activities carried out by the South
African racist regime, as well as its continued illegal occupation of Namibia
were to be deplored in no uncertain terms. Africa was in urgent need for
all possible co-operation and assistance to enable it create the indispensable
conditions required for the peaceful pursuit of its development goals and
objectives. That co-operation, needed to be provided in a selfless and
disinterested way. Cuba endorsed and would continue to support all
initiatives aimed at enhancing such co-operation in the recovery and
development process of Africa.

257. The observer for the Netherlands stated that he had gained a strong
awareness of the critical economic situation facing Africa fram reading
the various documents prepared for the Conference. He singled out for special
mention the Survey of Economic and Social Conditions in Africa 1905-1906,
and the ECA/ADD Economic Report on Africa, 1907. The food and agriculture
situation remained alarming despite the return of normal rainfall. There
were still pockets of drought and famine in the region. His country attached
great importance to agricultural development and could appreciate the priority
given to that sector both in APPER and UN-PAAERD. with regard to the debt
problem, his Government had made its position known through the EEC and
would continue to make special allowance for the current cr1S1S. The
Netherlands attached special importance to the programmes of the Southern
Africa Development Co-ordination Conference (SADCC) and. to the forthcoming
meetings that ECA would be organizing, in particular, the meeting on the
human dimension in Africa's economic recovery.

250. If APPER and UN-PAAERD were to succeed, ECA would have to co-operate
and work closely with donor countries and such international financing
institutions as the World Dank and the UNDP. His country would do its utmost
to assist African countries in their efforts.

259. The observer for Saudi Arabia stated that the problems facing Africa
such as drought, demographic issues, declining commooity prices, exchange
rate fluctuations and the destabilizing policies of South Africa had indeed
been studied in depth. What was required was action to surmount them. In
that connection, due recognition should be taken of the experience of some
African countries which had already made commendable efforts to overcome
thuse problems.

260. He reaffirmed his country's solidarity with the African peoples and
stated that the Government of Saudi Arabia had, through the Saudi Fund for
Development, made available soft loans totalling $us 2.7 billion by the
end of June 1985 for the benefit of 30 African countries. In addition,
funds were also provided from other sources to which Saudi Arabia was a
major contributor. Saudi Arabia also provided grants and fellowships to
African countries.

261. The observer for Canada first delivered a message from the Canadian
Minister of External Relations expressing regret for not being able to attend
the meeting in person. He noted that. Canada listened carefully to ECA and
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fully appreciated the leadership that the Commission had provided in, among
other things, the movement towards a meeting of minds between Africa and
the international community and the improvement in the prospects for recovery.
The already observed trends towards recovery were due in part, to Africa's
realism, strong efforts and fresh thinking. However, the response of the
international community had been disappointing although the IDA and ADD
replenishments and the IMF Structural Adjustment Facility for Africa were
encouraging steps. Nuch more was however needed since Africa had been a
late starter in the development game. Indeed, development in Africa had
not really been given a fai.r chance by the international community "=hrough
adequate and appropriate investments and the efforts made by the Africans
themselves had been hampered by drought, the destabilization policies of
South Africa, and the disastrous decline in Africa's commodity exports.

262. It was necessary to make the donor countries aware of the cost of
neglecting Africa. In that regard, a political will had to be built up
by the African countries in particular and the international community in
general to address Africa's needs to parliamentarians. municipal and local
representative!], non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and the mass media
i.n the developed countries. There would also be other important occasions
to put the message across. Those included the Abuja Conference on the
challenge of recovery and development, UNCTAD VII, the Conference on the
Human Dimension, as well as the very important summit of La Francophonie
in Quebec and the Commonwealth meeting in Vancouver later in the year. Canada
was one of the donor countries that had actually demonstrated its political
will - millions of Canadians had cont:r:ibuted to the emergency relief and
the country had focused on projects to sustain Africa's recovery.

263. In outlining the actions taken by his country with regard to the promises
made during the Special Session of the General Assembly, the observer for
Canada pointed to the fact that Canada's assistance to Africa had reached
new levels representing 40 per cent of Canada's assistance to third world
countries. A moratorium had been offered to sub-Saharan African countries
on loan repayments renewable until the year 2000. A Special Africa 2000
profJramme had been launched with emphasis on grass-root projects and the
role of women, support of Canadian NGO projects, social forestry projects,
multilateral initiatives and public awareness on Africa. A five-year $US
300 million bilateral pro'Jramme had also been launched to support economic
recovery and development in the Sahelian countries covering such important
objectives as the creation of a new balance between people and their
environment and to halt the match of the desert. In addition, Canada
continued to strongly oppose I'lRl'lrthlO1i'~, and support was being given to the
memhers of SADCC. Also, strong sanctions had been imposed on South Africa
to persuade the regime to negotiate with the Dlack African majority. In
conclusion, the observer for Canada emphasized Canada's appreciation of
ECA I S role as an African voice, an analyst of problems and a catalyst for
solutions.

264. The ohserver for the council for Mutual Economic Assistance (CMEA)
remarked that the activities of EeA were closely connected with the struggle
of l\frican countries to achieve and strengthen their economic injependence
and stressed that the tension and distrust which characterized the relations
between countries had increased while the world economy and trade were getting
disorganized. The monetary and financial crisis continued, and protectionism
was on the increase in developed capitalist countries. 'I'hat situation was
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a source of concern both to African countries and CMEA and had been the
main reason behind the idea advanced by countries of CMEA for the creation
of an overall system of international security whose principal aim would
be to achieve international economic security. The normalization of
international economic relations would necessarily depend on disarmament
and the consolidation of peace. The halt to the arms race and the reduction
of military spending could contribute to resolving Africa's economic problems.

265. He informed the meeting that in 1986, the J:I.ational income in member
countries of CMEA had increasej by 4. 2 per cent compared with an annual
average growth rate of 3.3 per cent between 1981 and 1905. Industrial output
had increased by 4.7 per cent while agricultural production registered an
increase of 5 per cent. The socia-economic development plans for the period
1905-1990 adopted by the member countries of CMEA provided for a considerable
growth in their economic potential, and an intensification of production
on the basis of the acceleration of scientific and technological progress.

266. He finally referred to the co-operation between the countries of CMEA
and the developing countries, and stressed that that co-operation was
developing with respect to the training of cadres and the building of schools
and universities on the basis of bilateral or multilateral agreements.

267. The Special Adviser to the Secretary-General of the United Nations,
on the follow-up to the implementation of the united Nations Programme of
Action for African Economic Recovery and Development, 1906-1990 (UN-PAAERD),
Ambassador Stephen Lewis, reviewed progress made and the constraints on
the implementation of the recovery programme. He reaffirmed his commitment
to the success of the programme and informed the Conference that adequate
follow-up actions within the united Nations system were being taken. Several
United Nations agencies had reviewed their programmes as pertained to Africa
and had made necess:.'lry adjustments and adaptations. The steering Committee
and the Inter-Agency Task Force were meeting regularly to consider
respectively the conceptual and the operational plans for implementing the
programme. Other encouraging events had also taken place: the status of
resource flows and debt replenishment were beginning to show signs of
improvement. Plans were near completion to establish. in New York, a small
permanent core secretariat to pursue the day-to-day follow-up activities.
Measures were under way to establish viable system of information flow with
the aim of facilitating proper monitoring of the implementation of the
programme and the active participation of the international community.

260. with regard to Africa's response, Ambassador Lewis observed, with
satisfaction that Africa was making an Herculean effort to respond to the
imperatives imposed upon the continent. He further observed that from his
fact-finding tours of a number of African countries, Africa was maintaining
its share of the bargain, and noted that African Governments were doing
more than was thought possible a year earlier at the time of the adoption
of UN-PAAERD, in meeting their commitments.

269. With regard to the response of the international community itself,
Ambassador Lewis said that thus far it was obvious that Africa had been
let down and betrayed. He highlighted a number of factors that could retard
Africa's efforts in the recovery programme. Those relaten to: falling
commodity prices, which had reached their lowest level in the last fifty
years; the growing debt burden, the use of borrower1 funds from the World
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Bank and the IMF to liquidate other obligations from those institutions
which was contributing to a net outflow of resources from Africa ~ the
inadequacy of concessional resources to meet the SUS 2 billion shortfall
identified at the Special Session of the General Assembly on the critical
economic situation in Africa~ social and human cost of structural adjustment
programmes~ and the destabilization policies of South Africa.

270. He concluded by urging Africa not to give up.
bear untiring pressure on relevant roultilateral and
should reject any international delinquency.

Africa must bring to
bilateral donors and

271. The Chairman of the meeting thanked Ambassador Lewis and commended
his efforts adding that he had Africa I s confidence in the performance of
his task. He noted that the fundamental issue at hand went beyond the
question of development in Africa~ it concerned the future of humanity itself.

272. The Chairperson of the Africa Regional Co-ordinating Committee for
the Integration of Women in Development (ARCC) informed the meeting about
two crucial issues of importance not only to African women but also to African
Governments and policy-makers which had engaged the attention of the eighth
meeting of ARCC held from 10 to 11 April 1987: implementation of the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women~

and the status of women's projects under the UNDP Fourth Programming Cycle.
She said that both ARCC and TEPCOW had identified weaknesses in the
implementation of the Convention and had proposed measures to remedy them.
Those measures included wide dissemination of the Convention and revision
of national laws to accord with its provisions.

273. With respect to the women' s projects, she stated that there had been
unanimous appreciation of the efforts made by UNDP which had been a major
supporter of the programme for women and development in Africa. In
particular, UNDP had financed the subre':Jional activities in the MULPOCs,
the training programmes on women and development planning at the Eastern
and Southern African Management Institute (ESAMI), and the policy-level
activities of ARCC itself. However, for the future, UNDP was undertaking
a comprehensive programme policy review to ensure two essential principles,
namely, that there was greater commitment by African Governments to the
entire women' s programme, and that the programme had implementable projects
which would benefit African women.

274. She said that following the very positive and supportive debate during
the eighth meeting of TEPCOW and subsequent consultations, an understanding
had been reached between UNDP, ARCC and ECA on the future assistance of
UNDP to the projects. She therefore appealed to all African Governments
to pledge and give support to the subregional and regional structures to
augment the UNDP technical assistance.

275. The observer for the Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief
Co-ordinator (UNDRO) said that his organization wished to make the best
possible contribution to the implementation of Africa I s Priority Programme
for Economic Recovery. UNDRO had been established to assist developing
countries in two partiCUlar areas~ co-ordinating and mobilizing disaster
relief requirements~ and planning to prevent disasters and limit their
destructive impact.
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276. His organization had provided emergency assistance to African countries
affected by disasters particularly drought. Mozambique was one such country
and UNDRO had, at the request of the United Nations Secretary-General, just
organized an international conference on Mozambique.

277. UNDRO had initiated a number of disaster planning and prevention projects
in several African countries. It had jointly organized with the Permanent
Inter-State Committee on Drought Control in the Sahel (CILSS ) , a seminar
aimed at drawing lessons from the drought and strengthening regional
co-operation in drought control. A similar seminar would be jointly organized
with the Intergovernmental Authority on Drought and Development (IGADD).
UNDRO had also accepted the invitation of the African Centre for Applied
Research and Training in Social Development (ACARTSOD) to participate in
a seminar on the problems created by disasters. He concluded by calling
for the establishment of an African institute responsible for the problems
associated with natural disasters.

278. The observer for UNIDO referred to the sixth progress report prepared
by UNIDO secretariat in close co-operation with the ECA and OAU secretariats
on the implementation of the Industrial Development Decade for Africa (IDDA).
The report described the close co-operation existing among the three
secretariats and gave an overview of activities undertaken as part of the
programme for the Decade. He reminded the meeting about the recolnmendations
of the eighth meeting of the Conference of African Ministers of Industry
which had called for the proclamation of a second Industrial Development
Decade, an extraordinary meeting of the Conference to be held to prepare
a common African position for the Second General Conference of UNIDO, and
for celebration annually of an industrialization day in Africa.

279. He informed the meeting that despite considerable efforts made by African
countries, UNIDO, ECA, OAU and various African intergovernmental
organizations, the results achieved to date under the Decade programme were
still modest in relation to the needs of the region. A whole array of
external and internal constraints were holding back the implementation of
the programme. The most serious of such constraint was the lack of funds.
The World Bank had begun building up a fund for extending development
assistance to certain cuuntries. In co-operation with UNDP and ADD, the
International Finance Co-operation had launched an African project preparation
and implementation scheme. UNIDO was intensifying its investment promotion
activities by holding more investment meetings, organizing solidarity meetings
and establishing closer working relationship with the funding agencies.

280. In the face of the financial difficulties being experienced by UNIDO,
remedial action had been taken. In particular, some Decade activities to
be financed under the regular budget had been suspended. An appeal had
been made to those member states which had not yet honoured their financial
obligations to do so. UNIDO was determined to assist Africa in order to
enable it to overcome the cr1S1S which threatened to engulf its whole
populations. such assistance could be provided only if the political
coromitment of Africa to UNIDO was backed with the appropriate clout. He
invi ted member states to allocate to the industrial sector a share of their
national IPF which was commensurate with the importance of the sector to
their national development. UNIDO expected African countries to continue
to support it and to meet their financial obligations. In their national
programmes, they w(;!re to accord pride of place to industry. On its part,
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UNIDO was prepared to intensify its efforts and, within the limits of its
resources, to expand its programmes i~ Africa.

281. The observer for the Islamic Development Dank (100) informed the
Conference that 23 out of 44 of its members were African countries and that
since its establishment in 1975, IDD had been keenly interested in the
economic development problems of Africa. IDD was especially concerned with
the critical economic situation in the region and was making every effort
within its limited resources to assist African countries to prosecute their
transformation and accelerated economic growth problems. It was to that
end that his organization had provided African countries with a total amount
of $US 2.6 billion in aid between 1976 and 1986 which represented 41. 2 per
cent of total IDD financing.

282. He pointed out that Africa was given priority in IDD concessionary
assistance and that the region had received 58.5 per cent of all interest-free
loans, 75.8 per cent of technical assistance grants with most of the
assistance channell~d to the priority sectors of industry anG mining,
transport and communications, agriculture, public utilities, and social
services. A special programme for the Sahel region had provided countries
of that region with· $US 50 million in loans and grants mainly for animal
feed, vaccines and irrigation projects.

203. He emphasized that while the signs of economic recovery in 1906 were
to be noted with satisfaction, IDD was determined to boost the recovery
and development process through the mobilization of more resources for African
countries: channelling more concessionary assistance to African LDCs;
increasing technical and economic co-operation assistance; and acting as
catalyst in mobilizing resources from other institutions.

204. The observer informed the Conference that IDD fully agreed with APPER
and UN-PAAERD and their sectoral focus, priorities and strategies, and that
his organization's future assistance would be influenced by those programmes.
He said that IOD "Tould strengthen co-operation with ECA in the following
areas: economic sectoral studies; training; project identification; and
economic co-operation; and that the two organizations would meet in July
1907 to work out practical modalities of co-operation.

205. The representative of UNDP confirmed the understanding reached with
the Chairperson of ARCC on UNDP's policy with regard to women in development
in Africa and intentions of his organization regarding the women components
of the activities of four MULPOCs during the UNDP Fourth i:'rogramming Cycle
for Africa, 1907-1991. He pointed out that UNDP's modest inputs were intended
to supplement African Governments I own efforts and· that the $US 10 million
already being considered in favour of women concerns in the region though
small, was a step in the right direction.

206. He informed the Conference that since the approval of the framework
of the programme by the Commission at its second extraordinary session in
October 1906, the programme had been redrafted to incorporate the directives
of the Ministers. Joint ECA/UNDP missions had been carried out to subregional
economic integration groupings and river/lake/basin organizations. Further
consultations had been held with United Nations system, African
intergovernmental organizations and non-governm&ntal urganizations on a
number of projects. A meeting. had been scheduled towards the end of April
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economic integration groupings and the river/lake/basin
review the report on the missions and the project proposals

207. He informed the Conference that the UNDP Governing Council was scheduled
to approve the Fourth Programming Cycle in June 1907 and urged African members
of the Governing Council to participate actively in the proceedings of the
meeting, particularly since some 22 country programmes and the regional
programme would be considered for approval. He expressed concern that in
some cases, African mombers of the Governing council did not know that they
were members and promised to circulate the current list of members of the
Council. He regretted the lack of effective intervention by African members
of the Governing Council in the past and suggested that a strong and
co-ordinated position of Africa in the Council and proper briefing of African
missions in Geneva and New York could contribute to a better debate.

200. In conclusion, he reassured the
importance to Africa and was devoting
region, mainly in catalytic activities
more for itself.

Conference that UNDP attached much
40 per cent of its resources to the
designed to assist Africa to do much

209. The observer for the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) said
the meeting was taking place at a time when ITU had just established a
regional office for Africa. He emphasized the important role of
telecommunications in development and how a number of United Nations agencies
had started to build communication elements in their programmes. Improved
telecommunications would be useful in many areas such as improvement and
growth in many aspects of food availability, improving health and protection
of life, substitution for travel in business transactions, etc. It was
in that context that a number of telecommunication projects had been
initiated. Those included PANAFTEL, RASCOM, the subregional programme for
the development of broadcasting and human resources development for
telecommunication systems. The observer drew the attention of the Conference
to the African Telecommunications Development Conference that had been held
in Tunisia, in January 1907, the recommendations of which were of special
significance for Africa which still lagged behind other regions in the
communications sector. Of particular significance was the need to agree
on African tariff structures and transit arrangement to promote intra-African
telecommunications traffic. There was also need for African countries to
formulate national communication policies properly integrated in national
development programmes.

290. The observer for the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) said that
it was very heartening to note that a number of national delegations to
the meeting which was essentially on economic matters included experts from
national meteorological and hydrological services since the contribution
of those fields to a country's economy was sometimes overlooked. He pointed
out that those national agencies and WMO had much to contribute on a number
of items on the agenda. He said that with the support of UNDP and
international donors, WMO's Hydrology and Water Resources Programme han
strengthened essential hydrological networks for assessing and forecasting
water resources in many countries in l\frica. with regard to renewable
resources, he stated that national and international experts had assessed,
in some countries, the climatological potential for wind and solar energy,
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and the hydrological potential for power projects, and in the field of
transportation, weather services had long served to improve the safety and
economy of air and marine transport.

291. WMO was particularly interested in the proposed African Centre of
Meteorological Applications for Development (ACMAD) underlying the concept
that the Centre was imaginative, practical and timely. The project envisaged
a ~vell-equipped continental centre for weather prediction and warnings,
strengthened specialized regional centres, and improved capability of national
meteorological services.

292. He pointd out that a recent international review had concluded that
the top three natural disasters responsible for large-scale devastation
and loss of life were droughts, floods and tropical cyclones, all
meteorological in origin. He added that better prediction and earlier
warnings of the onset of those disasters in Africa were scientifically
possible and would make disaster-preparedness much more effective. ACMAD
was designed to directly strengthen the capabilities of national weather
services and regional centres like the AGHHYMET Centre in the Niger, and
to back them up with a state-o::-the-art continental centre that would help
improve their overall performance.

293. He urged the meeting to take a decision on the location of the Centre,
from among the four countries which had kindly offered to host it and on
the composition of its Doard of Governors. In his view, the report of the
Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole on that matter was a sound
basis for the Ministers to make those important decisions. Failure to take
a decision at that time might lead to a loss of interest in the establishment
of the Centre on the part of potential donors. He emphasized the important
cont1'ibution that all of the four candidate host countries could make, and
indeed must make, if the ACMAD concept was to work. Each of those countries
was among the main pillars of meteorology in Africa, and must play important
sUh-continental roles even if it was not selected as host country. He hoped
that those countries not selected would continue to play their traditional
leadership roles in the field. WMO and ECA awaited eagerly the decisions
of the Ministers so that they could work together to meet with prospective
c'IQI10rS and to begin making ACMAD a reality before the next cycle of droughts,
floods and tropical cyclones.

294. The observer for the African Development Dank (ADD) acknowledged the
importance which the Dan!, attached to the thirteenth meeting of the Conference
of Ministers and stated that the deliberations of the Conference would not
only guide the programming of the Dank's activities, but would also assist
'it in aligninCj the Dank I s operations with the development programmes of
African member countries. He reiterated ADD I S continued commi'tment to
Africa's socio-economic recovery and development. The Dank had intensified
efforts to mobilize resources and was currently engaged in two major. resource
mObilization exercises to enhance its lending capacity. First, negotiations
f or incrE:~ctsing the Dank's capital !')8Se from SUS 6 billion to about $US 10

billion had been concluded and the process of submitting the recommendations
to the Dank's Loarc) of Governors put into motion. secondly, negotiations
for the fifth replenishment. of the soft window - the African Development
Funr1 - were well under way and were expected to be concluded by the end
~)f 10[J7.
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295. He emphasized the necessity of mobilizing domestic savings and ensuring
eff iciency in resource allocation in the processes of capital formation,
economic recovery, and the attainment of self-reliance. He noted, with
satisfaction, the progress made by many African countries in readjusting
their economies and pointed out the need for special assistance to sustain
those efforts. On its part, the Dank was reorientinf] its activities to
make them policy-based, in response to that need.

296. He concluded by hailing the close collaboration which existed between
ADD, ECA, OAU and other organizations and expressed the idea that the close
co-operation between the Dank and ECA would go a long way in assisting member
States to realize the objectives of APPER and UN-PAAERD. He infor.med the
Conference that the Dank and the ECA secretariat had decided the previous
year to convert their standing understanding of co-operation into a formal
Co-operation Agreement. Following that Agreement, the Dank had established
a Representative Office in Addis Ababa to, among other functions, reinforce
co-operation and collaboration with ECA and GAU.

297. The observer for the Economic Community of the Great Lakes countries
(CEPGL) informed the participants that at its ninth ordinary meeting, the
Conference of Heads of State of CEPGL had decided on a pluriannual programme
that covered roughly the same period as Africa' 8 Priority Progr,:tmme for
Economic Recovery, 1906-1990 (APPER) and the United Nations Programme of
Action for African Economic Recovery and Development, 1906-1990 (ON-PAAERD).

290. The member States of the Community would have to surmount a series
of obstacles and constraints in order to implement the p1uriannual programme,
namely, the continuing decline in their financial resources, the shortage
of qualified supervisory staff and technicians, and the increasingly
unbearable external debt-servicing burden.

299. The States members of the CEPGL were willing to make substantial efforts
both at the national and at the community level to implement the pluriannual
programme and thus contribute to the implementation of the Prior.i.ty Pr('..J9ramme
and to the united Nations Programme of Action for African Economic RecoV"ery
and Development at the suhregional level. The need to strengthen technical
and financial co-operation between CEPGL and international organizations,
in particular UNDP and ECA, was particularly important in that respect.

300. The observer for the united Nations Conference on Trade and Deve].opment
(UNCTAD) informed the meeting that preparations weI:e well under way for
UNCTAD VII scheduled to be held in Geneva from 9 to 31 cTuly 19[31.
Interregional consultations had resulted in a consen8US cn the fo11owinq
central issues that wuuld constitute the agenda of that Conference: resources
for development; commocUti.es i internation.':ll trade i trade relations bebleen
the Socialist countries of Eastern Europe and the developing countries ~

and LDCs and the SNPA for the 19008. The African position hRd already been
articulated in the Addis Ababa Declaration of African Ministers Responsible
for Trade and Development preparatory to UNCTAD VII adopted in Addis Abaha
on 10 March 1907. That position would be an input into the meeting of the
Group of 77 to be held in Havana, Cuba, prior to UNCTAD VII.

301. He stated that UNCTAD VIr would provide an upportunity for a dialogue
between the developing, especially the African coun'tries, anel developed
countries considering that it would take place at a period when the African
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continent was going through its worst economic and social crisis· ever and
went on to elaborate on the major aspects of each of the agenda items for
UNCTAD VII as they related to the prevailing conditions in Africa.

3024 He underlined the formidable responsibility that African member States
would have at UNCTAD VIr of ensuring that the objectives of the region 1 s
positions were achieved. He further observed that although the negotiations
were not going to be easy, failure to achieve a breakthrough in areas of
critical importance to Africa would constitute a serious set-back in
international economic relations and would deal a serious blow to efforts
of the third world countries which were aimed at disentangling them from
the vicious circle of widespread poverty and misery.

303. The observer for the World Food Council (WFC) noted that the theme
of the current session of the Conference, "Towards recovery and development",
especially as it related to the implementation of the food aspects of
UN-PAAERD, was of great importance to his organization. In that regard,
he informed the meeting about the several activities undertaken or to be
taken by WFC especially to promote South-South co-operation in the area
of food and agriculture. Those activities had included three subregional
meetings on co-operation in food and agriculture organized by UNDP in
collaboration with WFC in Dakar, Lusaka and Yaounde, and a joint WFC/UNDP
interregional meeting on the same subject which was scheduled for 11 to
14 May 1987 at Lome, Togo, in which African participants would exchange
experiences with their counterparts from Asia and Latin America. He also
informed the meeting about the Ministerial Round Table held in Berlin, the
Federal Republic of Germany, in January 1987 which had focused on food
security in Africa. That meeting had recognized the tremendous efforts
being made by African Governments to implement APPER and UN-PAAERD, noted
the inadequacy of inflows of external resources, and called for a solution
to the debt problem.

304. He drew the attention of the meeting to the forthcoming thirteenth
ministerial session of the World Food Council to be held in Deijing, China,
from f] to 11 June 1907. Of the 36 Ministers of Agriculture who were members
of W~'C, nine came from African countries, namely, Durundi, Cote d'Ivoire,
Guinea, Kenya, Mali, Rwanda, Somalia, Tunisia and Zambia. He urged the
African Ministers to make their voice heard at the Deijing meeting by
u[)holding Africa I s priorities in the discussion of the suhstantive agenda
items which were highly relevant to APPER and UN-PAAERD. Those agenda items
were: (i) global state of hunger and malnutrition and the impact of economic
adjustment policies: (ii) impact of agricultural trade policies on the
solution of food and development problems: and (iii) regional co-operation
and South-South co-operation.

305. The observer for the Afro-Asian Peoples' Solidarity Organization (AAPSO)
stated that from its inception AAPSO had been helping to alert and to mobilize
international opinion in favour of the legitimate struggle of the people
of Africa and Asia for freedom, independence, justice and socio-economic
progress. Even in the continuing fight against the remaining bastions of
colonialism and against the monstrous r'gime of ~rarthe!r in Southern Africa,
AAPSO stood shoulder-to-shoulder with the emergent States of Asia and Africa.

306. In hi s view, even though international assistance was necessary, its
use must be strictly determined in relation to the need for setting up a
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domestic base for capital formation. In that regard, African countries
should develop their regional and subregional co-operation arrangements.
The many seminars, round tables and conferences which AAPSO organized every
year in Africa as well as in Asia focused on topics such as the definition
of development strategies, measures towards the creation of a new
international economic order, food self-sufficiency, indebtedness, and
disarmament and davelopment in Africa. The imperialist policies of
destabilization had demonstrated that AAPSO had been right to place economic
development at the centre of its activities. AAPSO stood ready to assist
African countries in their struggle for economic emancipation.

307. The observer for the International Labour Organisation (ILO) informed
the Conference that his organization was not only concerned with making
work more humane but also with the development of human capabilities, creating
employment in the various sectors, skills development with special emphasis
on the grass-root population, and improvement of working conditions. He
declared that poverty was not only a scourge on humanity but the cause of
social unrest and a threat to peace, and alluded to the fact that some 1
billion people were existing in a state of deprivation and poverty.

300. He informed the Conference about the activities of his organization
which were directly related to the implementation of the UN-PAAERD in the
short-, medium- and long-term periods, namely, structural adjustment policies;
integrated rural development: manpower and employment, including basic needs
fulfilment; managerial skills development; labour-intensive schemes;
statistics ana demography: improvement of working conditions: as well as
activities in the areas of women, youth, the elderly and handicapped. He
said that 49 per cent of ILO's technical co-operation activities, estimated
at $US 45 million were in progress in Africa in 1986 and referred to the
close collaboration between ILO and ECA in several areas.

309. He further informed the Conference about the ongoing tripartite
preparations for a meeting on employment and structural adjustments as
groundwork for a high-level meeting in Geneva in November 1987 to assess
world-wide economic growth prospects through better co-ordination of economic,
fiscal and monetary policies, so as to reduce the impact of adjustment
measures on severely indebted countries. He emphasized that the aim of
that meeting was to increase the productivity of the poor population groups,
enable a more equitable distribution of the benefits of growth, and reduce
unemployment.

311. The observer for the Food and Agriculture Organization of the united
Nations (FAO) said that the world agricultural situation was in general,
at that time, dominated by more than ample supplies. However, conditions
in individual countries varied widely from surpluses to serious shortages.
In 1907, 12 countries in Africa needed donor support for triangular and
"swap" arrangements to dispose of cereal surpluses, while five countries
required substantial emergency food aid. Many food-deficit countries in
Africa had finally resolved to devote more resources to agriculture. However,
reduced export earnings, foreign debt problems, and limited aid flows were

310. In conclusion, he stressed the importance of
appealed to the Conference to give due emphasis to it
and reiterated ILO·s support to national, SUbregional
efforts in that crucial area.

the social sector and
in development planning,
and regional development
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making it more and more ditficul t for them to translate that decision into
practice.

312. Aid in kind had always consisted mostly of food. Indeed, food aid
was currently running at over 20 per cent of official commitments of
assistance to agriculture. While there was a general recognition of the
great importance of fertilizers, improved seeds, pesticides ana appropriate
machinery, such inputs had been provided as aid in kind on a much smaller
scale than food. There was therefore a serious case for increasing input
aid in kino, especially in those African countries facing great problems
of agricultural production and balance of payments. FAO had embarked on
a detailed study of that idea in the light of discussions at the FAG Regional
Conference for Africa held in Cote d' Ivoire in September 1906. The f iret
substantive results of that study would be a1Tailable towards the end of
1907.

313. The Contracting Parties to the GATT had agreed to bring more discipline
to world agricultural trade by correcting and preventing restrictions and
oistortions, and i~ the New Uruguay Round of GATT Multilate~al Trade
Negotiations, agricultural products would for the first time receive a
comprehensive treatment.

314. In view of the link between the problems of over-production and those
of underproduction in food deficit countri~s, FAa's programmes would give
more attention to raising production in dry land areas. The often neglected
roots, tubers and plantains would receive special attention in FAO I S work,
along with lend tenure problems. Increased development assistance for
agriculture was especially vital at that time. It was gratifying therefore,
that InA n (International Development Association) had achieved its target
of $US 12.4 hi llion. The agricultural scene was in perpetual evolution.
It was in view of that, that discussions were undl2,r way on the need for
fundamental review of FAO's longer-term priorities and objectives.

Report,,? recoglmendatjons apd dqlft Fes,p12.!.~o*n!l of tfi8 ~ighth meet~ng of
the Tecfmical Prep,,,!ratory Comlll;it tee of the !Vh~~ fo:.; ~doption bv !=he
Conference of Ministers (agenrla item 6)

315. The Chairman of the eighth meeting of the Technical Preparatory
Committee of the Whole presented the report of the Committee
(E!ECA/CM.13/S8). In doing so, he reviewed the Committee's deliberations,
conclusions, and recommendations on the various issues that were before
the Ministers at their thirteenth meeting. He in particular drew the
attention of the Conference to those issues on which the Conference was
expected to take definitive decisions. Those included the composition
of the Board of Governors for the United Natiuns African Institute for
the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Off(~nders, and the location
and the constitution of the African Centre of Meteorological Applications
for Development (ACMAD). With respect to ACMAD. a resolution that could
not be examined by TEPCOW and was therefore not included in the set of
resolutions which TEPCOW was submitting for the consideration of the
Ministers was being submitted for dir~ct examination by the Ministers
themselves. The report included annexes which contained statements by
the de lega t ions of Morocco, Algeria and Burundi on the eighth met~t ing of
the Conference of African Ministers of Industry held in Bujumbura from
17 to 19 September 1986) and i1 statement by Norocco on the programme of
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the Uni.ted Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa. Those
statements had not been brought before the Conference of Ministers for
its approval. The report of the Aq It!?S Committee on ACMAD including the
draft constitution of the Centre was also attached as annex to the report.

316. With respect to an amendment to paragraph 141 of the TEPCOW report,
he said that the amendment reflected the discussions on transport and
communications and that after the first sentence the rest of the paragraph
should read "With respect to the questions raised by some delegations,
the representative of the secretariat read out the relevant paragraphs
of the report of the fifth meeting of the Conference of African Ministers
of Transport held in March 1986 which had been endorsed by the ECA Conference
of Ministers held in Yaounde in April 1986'1.

General observations

317. The representative of the United Republic of Tanzania commented on
the entire report and expressed satisfaction with the work of the experts.
She emphasized the place of food and agriculture and the need to ensure
that programmes initiated in that area were adequately funded. Programmes
in transport and communications should also be accorded prioritys next
to food and agriculture. She highlighted the special position of the front­
line States and the member States of SADCC whose transport system had to
be enhanced if sanctions against South Africa were to be effective. In
that connection, she emphasized the special position of land-locked countries
and pointed to the need to mobilize resources for the transport and
communications sector.

318. In the area of social development, she appealed to the Executive
Secretary of ECA to ensure that social development was given adequate
attention, with particular emphasis on the integration of women in
development. She informed the meeting of the decision of the Lusaka MULPOC
to allocate 10 per cent of that MULPOC's total pledges to UNTFAD towards
the funding of the women's programme in the Lusaka MULPOC.

319. Referring to population issues, she pointed to the central role of
population in the development planning process and added that the meeting
should not lose sight of that issue especially as population was growing
at a faster rate than food production.

320. In conclusion, she hoped that the international community would keep
its promises and that the partnership initiated during the Special Session
of the United Nati ons on Africa would materialize and push Africa towards
economic recovery and development.

Review and appraisal of the economic situatiRn in Africa dur;lng the period
1985~1986 and persEectives for 1987

321. One representative proposed that the phrase "road project" in paragraph
44 of the report should read "railway project" and that the word "error"
iI' both paragraphs 4l. and 46 should read "errors". Another representative
maintained that those paragraphs should remain as drafted. The Executive
Secretary explained that, in the ori8inal document (E/ECA/CM.13/3, paragraph
354), the project concerned had indeed been a railway project and the
"geographical error" in question had been made in two places in that
doc.ument, and the Conference tlecid~d that the correct ions should be in
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line with the explanation given by the Executive Secretary. The
representative of Morocco repeated his country's request that Morocco's
statement on the Transport and C(\lIlmunications Decade in Africa which was
annex I of the TEPCOW report should be inc luded in the report of the
Conference of Ministers.

Progr~s.1'l in the i~plementation of the Un,i,ted NatioI!.s ;Prog,ramm,~ of Action
for African Ef,!?ppmic R,57c.9v~,ry and Deve~op~~!1t.. 1986-1990 (UN-PAAJ~:RD).: and
Africa's Priority ~rogIamme f~r Econ~mic Recoverv. 1986-1990 (AP~ER)

3~2. The representative of Gabon referred to the proposed Conference on
the Human Dimension of Africa's Economic Recovery and Development, scheduled
to take place in Libreville, Gabon, from 12 to 15 October 1987 and mentioned
in paragraph 54 of TEPCOW's report. He confirmed his Government 's
willingness to host the Conference but explained that in view of the
financial constraints facing his country, it was difficult at that time
to confirm if the meeting would be held as scheduled. The meeting expressed
the wish that everytbing would be done by all concerned so that the meeting
would be held on schedule in Libreville.

Nat~~~t resources, an~.energv

323. The representative of Ethiopia expressed reservation on paragraph
95 of TEPCOW's report concerning river basin development in Africa. He
noted, with regret, that in the case of the Nile basin, in which Ethiopia
was a co-basin State and despite Ethiopia's reservations, ECA and UNDP
had gone ahead to implement their study projec t. Since Ethiopia was not
involved in the study, it could not accept the conclusions and
recommendations contained in the report.

324. The representative of Egypt stated that in view of the complexity
of the issues involved relating to different sections of shared water
resources, consu.ltations with concerned countries were essential in order
to ensure mutual benefits.

325. The Executive Secretary stated that the recommendations and conclusions
contained in paragraphs 83-87 of document E/ECA/CM.13/l4 focused on existing
river and lake basin authorities and the Nile river referred to in the
document was in fact the White and E:.£!.. the Blue Nile. He acknowledged
that initiatives concerning the Nile in its entirety indeed required
consultations with all concerned.

326. The repres~ntative of the Congo, referring to paragraph 94 on the
Congo/Zaire and Zambezi river basins, said that the new initiatives on
those basins should wait until the technical issues had been considered
by experts at a meeting of the Commission scheduled to be held in Addis
Ababa from 5 to 9 October 1987.

327. In his reaction to the explanation given by the Executive Secretary,
the representative of Ethiopia said that while he appreciated that
explanation, his fears were not allayed.

Indu~trial development in Africa

328. Referring to
African Ministers

the report of the eighth meeting of the Conference of
of Industry held in BUjumbura, Burundi, in September
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1986, the representative of Morocco deplored the participation in that
meeting of an entity which was not a member of the United Nations. He
stated that the rules of procedure for conducting United Nations meetings
had been violated and to support that claim he read an extract of a
communication from the Secretary-General of the United Nations to the
Permanent Representative of the Kingdom of Morocco to the United Nations
on the need to apply United Nations rules and regulations. He· declared
that his delegation rejected the entire report which he said did not even
make any reference to the withdrawal of Morocco from that meeting. A serious
precedent had been created and in his view, the ECA and UNIDO secretariats
had played a passive role. His delegation was going to submit a statement
on that issue; the statement can be found in annex I of the present report.

329. The representative of Algeria said that he supported the idea of
declaring a second Industrial Development Decade for Africa provided the
first one was fully evaluated and careful preparations were begun immediately
on the second one. The Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic (SADR) was the
"pseudo entity" to which the Moroccan delegation had alluded. The SADR
had participated in the eighth meeting of the Conference of African Ministers
of Industry as a full member of OAU. Morocco had the right to make
reservations, but every time such reservations had political overtones,
the Algerian delegation reserved the right to make political statements.
Algeria's position stemmed from its feeling that the current Conference
was not the appropriate arena for discussing the credentials of an OAU
member State. Algeria would also submit a stalement on the question; that
statement is found in annex II.

330. The representative of Burundi reiterated that the meeting of the
Conference of African Ministers of Industry in question had been jointly
organized by those three organizations. He also proposed that the las t
sentence of paragraph 120 of TEPCOW's report should read "... In reaction
to that reservation, the delegations of Burundi and Algeria had submitted
statements which are also attached as annexes III and IV respectively. II

If the statement of the Moroccan delegation was accepted, Burundi had
reservations about the terms "deplorable circumstances" and "manoeuvering".

331. The UNIDO observer stated that it was neither OAU nor ECA nor UNIDO
for that matter which decided on the participation of the SADR. The decision
was made by the African Ministers of Industry who were representing sovereign
States.

332. The representative of the Congo recalled that TEPCOW had recommended
that induAtrial indebtedness be included in the agenda for UNIDO II. He
therefore proposed and the Conference agreed that industrial indebtedness
be added as a seventh item to the list of issues appearing in paragraph
117 of the report of TEPCOW that had been proposed by the eighth meeting
of the Conference of Ministers of Industry for inclusion in the agenda
for UNIDO II.

Promotion of economic co-operation anp integration

333. The representative of Zaire informed the meeting that the Gisenyi
HULPOC had celebrated its tenth anniversary in March 1987. The
representative of Zambia, referring to the discussions on the Lusaka MULPOC,
pointed out that the Council of Ministers of that MULPOC had decided to
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334. The Chairman of the Yaounde MULPOC Council of Ministers said that
at the tenth meeting of the Council of Ministers it had been decided, inter
~,that: the documents submitted to the Committee of Officials should
be accompanied by summaries; the study on unrecorded border trade should
be carried out in 1987; the regular meetings of the MULPOC would now be
held every two years; the Chairman of the Council of Minist~rs should contact
the Executive Secretary to see how the post of agronomist at the MULPOC
could be reinstated. The Council of Ministers had also adopted five
resolutions.

335. The observer for UNIOO said that UNIDO had established ties of co­
operation with the MULPOCs particularly with respect to identifying projects
and preparing the subregional industrial promotion programme as part of
the programme of the Industrial Development Decade for Africa. The
resolution that had been adopted by the North African MULPOC on the Decade
had caught the attention of the Director-General of UNIDO. Appropriate
provJ.s10ns had been made under the regular budget of UNIOO for the 1988­
1989 biennium to enable UNIDO to cover the request of the North African
countries.

336. The observer for UNDP was of the opinion that paragraphs 173 and 177
were inconsistent and should be harmonized in the light of the continuing
consultations between ECA, ARCC and UNDP. He referred to the MULPOC projects
involving four co-ordinators for the integration of women in the development
process. He said that activities carried out under those projects had
not changed much in the previous seven years and that UNDP's Action Committee
would find it difficult to approve the continuation of those same activities
during the Fourth Cycle. The issue would be resolved after the proposed
evaluation of those projects and in the light of the recommendations
resulting from the evaluation.

337. The ARCC chairperson, reacting to the intervention of the representative
of UNDP, pointed out that there were in fact no inconsistencies because
paragraphs 175 to 183 reflected the debate of TEPCOW on the UNDP Fourth
Progran;ming Cycle before the considerations referred to by the observer
of UNDP had taken place.

Request (or assi,stance from the Niger with respect to the organization
of the Symposium on, Grass-root Devel,opment

338. The representative of the Niger referred the meeting to paragraph
185 of the report of TEPCOW and said that the dates mentioned therein for
the Symposium on Grass-root Development which his Government was to hold
in Niamey should be revised to read "8 to 13 June 1987" instead of "8 to
14 June 1937" to reflect the discussion in TEPCOW's meeting.

339. The representative of the Congo informed the Conference that the first
Congress of African Scientists would be held from 25 to 30 June 1987 in
Brazzaville and that the symposium of anti-apar,theid writers scheduled
for May 1987 in Brazzaville should be mentioned in paragraph 186 of TEPCOW's
report as part of the meetings and conferences that were planned for the
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344. The Executive Secretary underscored the statement of WMO and stated
that sirlce the most important decision on the site of the Centre had been
reached, all member States should contribute to sustain the Centre.

346. The representative of Egypt reaffirmed the support of his country
to the decision on the choice of the Niger as host country and its pledge
to contribute to the proper functioning of the Centre.
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goals and objectives of Africa's Priority
1986-1990 (APPER) and the United Nations
Recovery and Development, 1986-1990 (UN-

Algeria congratulated the Niger. He expressed
accepting the choice of the Niger despite being
the Conference to decide on the constitution

in the resolution.

specific purpose of furthering the
Programme for Economic Recovery,
Programme of Action for Economic
PAAERD) •

Issu~s in social dev,E:i.\.9Eme,nt

341. The representative of Kenya informed the Conference about the outcome
of the consultations among the four member States interested in hosting
ACMAD. He stated that although on the basis of a comprehensive set of
criteria, Kenya had been rated first among the potential host countries,
namely, Algeria, Egypt, Kenya and the Niger, it had been agreed. in the
spirit of African solidarity and brotherhood. that the Niger should host
the Centre. He accordingly renewed his country 's coromi tment and support
to the Centre.

343. The representative of WMO expressed his appreciation to the Conference
for resolving the problem of host country. He further renewed the
commitments of ECA and WMO to assist the Centre, including assistance in
the mobilization of financial resources.

342. The representative of the Niger thanked the other candidate countries
for their understanding during the consultations and the Conference for
choosing the Niger as host country for the Centre. He reaffirmed the
undertaking made by the Niger not only to facilitate the establishment
of the Centre but also to ensure its proper and effective functioning.

340. The Conference decided that the Board of Governors for the United
Nations African Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment
of Offenders should be composed of representatives of the following countries
representing the different subregions: West Africa, Ghana; Central Africa,
Equatorial Guinea; Southern Africa. Botswana; East Africa, Uganda; and
North Africa, Egypt. It was agreed that if Uganda which was one of the
countries which had offered to host the Centre, were selected. then the
United Republic of Tanzania would represent East Africa on the Board.
Simila~ly, it was agreed that if it was verified later that Egypt was already
representing the subregion on the Follow-up Committee of 10, of the
Conference of African Ministers Responsible for Human Resources Planning,
Development and Utilization, then Morocco should represent North Africa
on the Council.

345. The representative of
his gratitude to Kenya for
rated first and requested
of the Centre as called for
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347. The Chairman thanked sincerely the four potential candidates for
arriving at a positive conclusion on the choice of the Centre in a spirit
of African s01idari ty and unity. He appealed to all interested parties
especially ECA and WMO to take appropriate measures for a speedy
establishment and operation of the Centre.

348. He then opened the discussion on the constitution of ACMAn by g~v~ng

the floor to the representative of Algeria. In his statement t the
representative of Algeria proposed that article 2 of the Centre 1 s
constitution should be harmonized with similar articles in the constitutions
of other African centres and institutions sponsored jointly by ECA and
OAD.

349. In the ensuing discussion, the Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee on
ACMAD informed the Conference that t based on the advice of the Legal Adviser
from ECA t the present formulation was correct. Thereafter t the Chairman
of the Conference appealed to the representative of Algeria to accept article
2 as it was. The representative of Algeria said that he emphasized the
fact that the principle of co-operation should always be respected between
DAD and ECA; that principle had not been respected in article 2 of the
ACMAD constitution, hence Algeria's reservation with respect to articles
2, 10 and 17.

350. The constitution was adopted with the following amendments: (0 The
word "Exce11ence ll to be replaced by the word "Reference ll in (c) of article
3; (ii) The words "to bridge" in article 3 paragraph 2 (d) to be replaced
by the words lithe bridging of"; (iii) The word "the" in article 4 (b) to
be replaced by the word "A"; (iv) The words "the activities of the Centre"
in article 5 paragraph (6) to be replaced by the words "meteorology"; and
(v) The word "legal" in article 7 paragraph 3 to be replaced by the word
lIofficia1". The Constitution as amended is annexed to resolution 621 (XXII).

Trade and development: Addis Ababa Declaration of African Minister~

Responsible for Trade and Development Preparatory to UNCTAD VII

351. Referring to paragraph 237 concerning the report on the second meeting
of the Conference of :Hinisters of Finance and Governors of Central Banks
on the African Honetary Fund, the representative of the Congo stated that
there had beer. no substantive progress on both the establishment of the
African IvIonetary Fund and the proposed international conference on Africa's
indebtedness. With respect to the conference on Africa's indebtedness,
the new approach worked out by the Permanent Steering Commi t tee of OAD
should be mentioned, Le., a seminar on indebtedness should be held prior
to the holding of a Conference of African Ministers of Trade which would
be preceded by a meeting of experts.

Reports from the sub s id iary organs of the Commiss ion

352. The representative of Mauritania referred to his country's admission
as a member of the least developed countries by the General Assembly of
the United Nations and emphasized the need for ECA to pay greater attention
to the special concerns of the LDCs.

353. The representative of Morocco expressed
265 of the TEPCOW report concerning the report
the Conference of Africa~ Ministers of Trade.

reservations on paragraph
of the ninth meeting of
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follq\>?:-jlP on resR.lut;,ions of the Commission and resolutions and decisions
adopted by ECOSOC a~dthe General Assembly that are of inte~~st to Ai!ica

357. The representative of Zaire proposed that the theme for the thirtieth
anniversary of ECA should be "Solidarity for recovery and development of
Africa". There being no objection, the theme was adopted.

Theme and programme
of.obAervan,ce
Preparatipns for tqe thirtieth anniver,sary of ECA:

354. The representative of Gabon suggested and the Conference accepted
that the first sentence of paragraph 269 of the report of TEPCOW should
be deleted. He pointed out that the report on the implementation of the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
was yet to be sent by his country.

355. The representative of Togo, intervening on the item on the In-depth
Study of the United Nations Intergovernmental Structure and Functions in
the Economic and Social Fields, proposed and the Conference accepted that
the last sentences of paragraphs 290 and 292 respectively should be deleted.

356. The representative of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya stated that the United
Nations financial crisis should not affect the Arabic language alone. Any
financial crisis ought to affect all the working languages of the Commission
equally and proposed that paragraph 361 of the TEPCOW report should be
deleted. The Conference accepted the proposal.

Draft resolutions submitted by the seventh m~eting of the Technical
Prepar,fl.,tory CommJt~ee of the Whole for consideration by the twentY-l:lec.ond
session of the Commiss~pn/thirteenthmeeting of the Conference of, Ministe~~

358. The 32
Committee of
Conference of

draft resolutions submitted by the Technical Preparatory
the Whole at its eighth meeting for consideration by the

Ministers were adopted subject to the following amendments:

Draft resolutio!! I (VIII): I,ndustrial development in Africa

359. The representative of Morocco expressed a reservation on the entire
resolution.

Draft resolution 2 (VIII): Funding of. African Industrial Development Fund
(AIDF) ,

360. The representative of Morocco expressed a reservation on the entire
resolution.

Draft resolution 3 (VIII): Fourth Al1-Afri~a Trade Fair a~d preI?arations
for the fifth All-Africa Trade Fair

361. The representative of Horocco expressed a reservation on part I and
on part II paragraph 7 of the resolution.

362. The representative of Togo proposed the addition of "Lome" to the
French text for proper identification of the venue for the fourth All-Africa
Trade Fair.

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



- 86 -

363. The representative of Nigeria wanted to know why his country had not
been included in the Organizing Committee of the fifth All-Africa Trade
Fair considering that Nigeria was one of the largest markets i.n Africa.
In response t the Executive Secretary explained that the composition of
the Organizing Committee had been decided at the ninth meeting of the
Conference of African Ministers of Trade on the basis of subregional
considerations. The representative of Nigeria said that he would
investigate.

~raf~ resolutio~ 4
Eastern, Europe

Cvrrp: Africa IS
. h • .,. !

trade w;i.th Socialist
* t * coun.!=ries of

364. The representative of Morocco expressed a reservation on this
resolution.

Draft re~olutio~ 5
Orgap.izat,ions (AATPO)

(VIII ): Associa,!:j.op of African Trade
H '·"11

Promotion
k . 1M ! .»

365. The representative
resolution.

of Morocco expressed a reservation on this

Draft resolut~on 7
the SUb~tantial New
countrie,s, in Africa

(VIII): Mea.sures for th~ effective i~p'lemel}t,?t-:,ion of
P,;ro~ra!'UDe pf A-c~ion for. tJ1e 19808 for the l~asF developed

366. The representative of Gha~a pointed out that there were inconsistencies
between the resolution and the discussions at the meeting of the Conference
of Ministers of African Least Developed Countries. In particular t the
preamabular paragraph reading IIDeep1y concer;p.e,A about the continued and
persistent downslide in economic growth II was not correct since an
improvement in the performance of the economies of the LDCs had been recorded
as shown in the TEPCOW report.

367. In response, the Executive Secretary proposed and the Conference agreed
that the resolution should be replaced by the two resolutions which had
been adopted by the Conference of Ministers of African Least Developed
Countries.

Draft resolution 9 (VIII): In~egration of, women in dey~lopment

368. The repres£ntative of UNDP observed that t given the consultation that
had taken place among his organization t ECA and the chairperson of ARCC
on UNDP support to the subregional components of ECA' s programme on women
in development, there were inconsistencies in the resolution. He indicated
that further support would be de termined by the outcome of an evaluation
exercise concerning the seven years I experience of those components. He
informed the meeting that in the first four months of the Fourth Programming
Cycle UNDP had already agreed to make available $US 9.4 million for women
in development in Africa in the 1987-1991 Programming Cycle. More projects
were under consideration. Although four MULPOC projects providing for
four co-ordinators for the integration of women in the development process
constituted a very small component of the UNDP assistance to women's
activities in Africa, it would nevertheless be difficult to persuade the
UNDP Action Committee to accept a mere extension of what had been going
on for the last seven years.
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369. The ARCC chairperson appreciated the concept of viewing the issue
of women in development from a sectoral perspective and reiterated that
there was a strong need for a platform for Women at the MULPOC level and
the co-ordinators were playing that role.

370. One representative expressed support for the ARCC position.

371. The Executive Secretary emphasized the importance of the women's
programme and proposed that in view of the ongoing consultations, operative
paragraphs 4 and 9 of the resolution should be deleted in order to
accommodate the opinion expressed by the representative of UNDP while at
the same time taking into account the position of the chairperson of ARce.

372. The Conference accepted the proposal.

373. In summing up, the Chairman underscored the need for the continuation
of the subregional components of the Commission's programme on women in
development and noted the conwitment of the meeting to the women's programme
and the need for women to take an active part in development.

Draft reSR1.J.1tioIl; 10 (YIlI): The interna,t,ional mobilizatipn of financial
~_technological resourfes for foqd and agriculture in Africa

374. One representative of Ghana proposed and the Conference accepted that
paragraph 2 of the preamble should be amended by:

(i) deleting the words "in any case ll in the second line;

(ii) adding the words "pragmatic policies and" after the word "due"
in the same line.

375. The representative of Morocco expressed a reservation on the fifth
paragraph of the preamble of this resolution.

Draf!: r~8o,lu,t,ion 11 (VIII): Convening of the meeting of Africap. experts
~or to the Diplo~atic Conference to review th~ Code of Conduct of Maritime
Conferences

376. The Chairman of TEPCOW informed the meeting that the title of the
resolution should be revised to be in line with the French text.

Draft resolution 13 (VIII): The African ~o,cial situation

377. One representative proposed and the Conference accepted that operative
paragraphs 6 and 7 should be amended as follows:

"6. Reque,!3ts the Executive Secretary of ECA to provide member States
wi th the necessary support in the formulation of their programmes for the
social development of Africa;

7. ReQue~t~ . a18.o the Executive Secretary of ECA to report to the
Conference of Mini&ters every two years on the African social situation
and the support ECA has provided to interested countries in the design
of their programmes on social development."
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Draft re~olution 14 (vnp: Devel,?pment of car;tograRhy and re!ll0te sensing
s~rvic~s in Afric~

378. One representative proposed and the Conference accepted that operative
paragraph 3 should be revised to read as follows:

"3. Regu~sts the Executive Secretary to take appropriate measures
towards the effective establishment of the African Organization for
Cartography and Remote Sensing on the basis of the agreement already reached
between the African Remote Sensing Council and the African Association
of Cartography at their joint meeting held in Kinshasa, Zaire, from 9 to
14 March 1987 and to submit a progress report to the ECA Conference of
Ministers at its fourteenth meeting in 1988."

Draft resolution 15 (VIII): Moni!=9ring the implementation of the Unit,ep
Nations Programme pf Action for l\Jriqm. Economic Recovery and DeveloPI!!-~nt..
1986-1990 and Afri!=-a I~, P.r.,iority Progr:3DJ¥le. for Economic Re,covery, ,1986,-1990

379. The representative of Morocco expressed a reservat ion on this
resolution.

Drfift resolution
Dec.~,de in Africa

16 (VIII) : Uni,ted Nations Transport and Communications.. .

380. The representative of Morocco expressed a reservation on this
resolution.

Draft resolution f8 (VIII):
lake basip organizations

Support to the Afric,5ln regional riv~r Bnd

381. One representative proposed and the Conference accepted that operative
paragraph 1 should be revised to read as follows:

llTakes note of the ECA report on river baSin development in Africa".

The same representative also proposed a new operative paragraph 3 and the
Conference accepted it to read as follows:

"Requests also UNDP and ECA to embark upon river basin development
studies only after receiving the consent, in principle, of all co-basin
States on such a study".

382. The same representative further proposed that an additional operative
paragraph should be formulated by the secretariat to take into account
the need for prior consultations before embarking on new initiatives and
studies. The new draft operative paragraph is as follows:

IJReQuest,~ the Executive Secretary of ECA and the Administrator of
UNDP to ensure that prior consultations are undertaken with the basin States
concerned before embarking on new initiatives and studies connected wi th
river and lake basin development".

383. Another representative proposed and the Conference accepted that the
word "and" between the word "financially·· and the word "materially" should
be deleted and the word "and politically" should be inserted after the
word "materially" in the second line of operative paragraph 4.
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384. The representative of Rwanda stated that the authorship of the river
basin report should be indicated in operative paragraph 1.

Draft resolution 19 (V:rII),: Requ~,!l,t f.9,?;" flssistanc~ svbmiq:eg by the Niger
on the 0fganizat.i,on of, a semine,r P.!'l grass,-root d,~veloRmep.t

385. Morocco expressed reservation on operative paragraph 2.

Dr~ft resolution 20 (VIII): Culture and, d~velopment

386. Morocco expressed reservation on preambular paragraph 7 and operative
paragraph 4.

DrFft resolutio)l.. f:2 (V~IP: DeveloEment of tel~comp1u,!!.ic..a,tions

387. Morocco expressed reservation on the first preambular paragraph.

Draft resolution 25 (VIII): Sustaining Africa's initiative and international
t b cd Nt • «., • ,

suppot;,~ ~or ec,onpmic. recovery and deve~opment, including the deep,E<,ning
of underptanding of tqe, chall,enge for long-term develoE.mep,t

African Inst,i!=ute for Es-onomic Development(VIII) :,

andPlannipg (IDEP)
Draft resolution 24

389. The observer for UNDP proposed and the Conference accepted that in
operative paragraph 9, the words "Calls upon" should read "{\.lso appeals"
and in operative paragraph 10, the words "Further c~~ls" should read
"R~,quests UNpP".

390. One representative proposed and the Conference accepted that the word
"co-operation" in the last but One line of operative paragraph 10 should
be replaced by the word "co-ordination".

388. One representative observed that the French version of the penultimate
part of operative paragraph 4 of the resolution does not agree with the
English version and he proposed and the Confereuce accepted that the French
version should be aligned with the English version which is the correct
one.

391. The representative of Gabon observed that in paragraph 9 of the preamble
of the resolution it was stated that UNDP and other donors had donated
generously for the Abuja and Libreville Conferences and would like to know
if such resources would be enough to cover all the costs of the Libreville
Conference.

392. In his reply, the Executive Secretary assured the representative of
Gabon that UNDP had actually contributed funds for the Libreville Conference
and that efforts would be made to obtain more resources from other sources.

393. Following that reply, the representative
Conference accepted that paragraph 8 of the
should be amended to read as follows:

of Gabon
preamble

proposed and the
of the resolution

"Also noting w.ith aREreciation the willingness of the
of the Federal Republic of Nigeria and the Republic of Gabon
two Conferences, if the financial means would be available,".

Governments
to host the
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Draft resolution 30 (VIII): In-depth study of the Unite¢! Nations
~rp;ov~,rnW,;J.1.t~l str~ct.uFe and fun£~ions, ip. th~ eC,o,n9mic ~nd social n~,id~ ,

394. The representative of Morocco expressed reservations on section B~

part I items b (i) through (iii) of this resolution.

395. The Chairperson of the seventh meeting of the Conference of Hinisters
of African Least Developed Countries recalled the recommendation of the
Conference that the Conference and its Intergovernmental Committee of Experts
should continue at present but that it should be left to the secretariat
to determine whether they should meet annually or biennially. It was decided
that the resolution should be amended accordingly.

Draft resolptiofl 31 (V,III): M9bil.ization of do~estic finilp.~~al r.esources
for, econ.o~ic and. social deveJopmep.t

396. The representative of Algeria proposed a revision to the French text
of operative paragraph 2, so as to align that paragraph with the English
text.

Draf,t reso,lution 22 (VIII): Support to the island countries of the South
Wes,terIl ,In!iian Ocean in their ~f;forts to forecast cyclones and to re,quce
the adverse effects of such disasters

, R II

397. The representative of UNCTAD proposed and the Conference accepted
that in view of the work of his organization on the island developing
countries, the name of his organization should be included in operative
paragraph 1 of the reso1u tion. Another representative proposed and the
Conference accepted that in order to reflect what was said in paragraph
3 of the preamble in operative paragraph 4, the words "and OAU" should
be deleted. It was also agreed that the word "consider" should be deleted
and the word "earmarking" should read "earmark".

398. Finally~ operative paragraph 3 in the French version should be edited.

399. In his summing up of the discussion~ the Chairman of the Conference
of Ministers said that the Conference had recognized that Africa's economic
situation was still precarious. African countries had made a firm political
commitment to rehabilitate their economies indiVidually and collectively.
The international community had also committed itself to assist ing African
countries in their attempts to rehabilitate their economies. The Conference
felt that there was a need to appeal to Africa's external partners to honour
their commitments. The Conference had appealed to UNDP to continue its
support to the women's programme of the MULPOCs and to the Secretary-General
of the United Nations to ensure that ECA was least affected in the measures
envisaged to reduce staff and other resources of the secretariat.

400. The Conference took note of the report of the Technical Preparatory
Committee of the Whole and adopted the resolutions subject to the amendments
proposed and accepted.

Pledging, Copference for th~ Unit~p ~at~ons Trust Fund for African Developmen~

(agenda i tern 7)

401. The
Ministers

Chairman of the thirteenth meeting
said that he was pleased that his

of the
country

ECA Conference of
had been given the
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honour of chairing the sixth Pledging Conference for the United Nations
Trust Fund for African Development (UNTFAD) and recalled that the Fund
had been created by resolution 288 (XIII) of the ECA Conference of ~linisters.

Despite the difficult economic situation that African countries were going
through, it was becoming increasingly urgent to continue providing UNTFAD
with resources and even increasing the various voluntary contributions.

402. With respect to the Special Session of the United Nations General
Assembly on Africa I s Critical Economic Situation, he recalled that African
plenipotentiaries had unequivocally committed themselves to developing
their respective countries and that the international community had committed
itself to supporting their efforts. As a result of the commitment of African
countries, the sixth UNTFAD Pledging Conference should give tangible
financic.l effect to the decisions which African countries had been fully
involved in making.

403. The meeting was being held at a critical time when the willingness
of African countries to act was being tested by the international community,
and statements of faith should be followed by firm commitments on the part
of African countries in spite of their economic difficulties.

404. In conclusion, he thanked African and non-African countries and
international institutions which would be contributing to UNTFAD and urged
them to continue showing interest in the activities of ECA. He also appealed
to those African countries that had not yet contributed to UNTFAD to do
so and thus indicate their determination to promote the collective and
self-sustaining development of the African continent.

405. In his statement, the Executive Secretary reminded the Conference
that the sixth Pledging Conference of the United Nations Trust Fund for
African Development was the first to be held since the Special Session
of the General Assembly of the United Nations discussed the critical economic
situation prevailing in Africa. In that Special Session, representatives
of African countries recognized that the development of Africa was primarily
theirs and that they should consequently commit both their human and material
resources to it. That was indeed a confirmation of Africa's serious concern
about implementing the Priority Programme for Economic Recovery (APPER)
adopted earlier by African Heads of State and Government. The Pledging
Conference therefore provided an opportunity for Africa to give concrete
meaning to the promise which it had made to itself, and to the international
community.

406. He drew the attention of the Conference to the deepening financial
crisis facing the United Nations in general and the ECA secretariat in
particular and noted that the secretariat was left with no choice but to
strive hard in order to secure more extrabudgetary resources through
bilateral sources, as well as through generous contributions to UNTFAD.
In that connection, he informed the Conference that the implementation
of the next ECA biennial programme of work (1988-l9B9) would require not
less than SUS 70 million, out of which only about SUS 50 million would,
hopefully, be provided from the regular budget of the United Nations, leaving
SUS 20 million to be provided from extrabudgetary sources. Endeavours
towards mobilizing such an amount had resulted so far in firm commitments
made by UNDP and other bilateral donors to finance ECA technical co-operation
activities up to the tune of SUS 17 million. That meant in clear terms

}!:_____1
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that there was still a shortfall of not less than $US 3 million which he
earnestly hoped would be met through contributions to UNTFAD.

407. The Conference was reminded that the UNTFAD was established se that
the Commission's members could participate in the promotion of collective
self-reliance in the region and as such, he urged all African countries
not only to make pledges to the UNTFAD but also to honour the commitments
they would have made. He observed that 34 out of the 50 member States
of the Commission either had not contributed at all to UNTFAD or they had
pledged contributions which they had not paid. In view of the deep
involvement of ECA in the implementation of Africa's Priority Programme
for Economic Recovery, 1986-1990 (APPER) as well as the United Nations
Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development, 1986­
1990 (UN-PAAERD), the Commission's 1988-1990 programme of work and priorities
had been closely based on APPER and UN-PAAERD. Regarding the programmed
technical co-operation activities during the biennium 1988-1989, the
Executive Secretary mentioned that those had been formulated bearing in
mind the main objectives of APPER and UN-PAAERD, and were accordingly focused
on the development of skills, self-reliance and integration of activities
and the undertaking of specific, prefeasibi1ity and feasibility studies.

408. In conclusion, the Executive Secretary expressed his sincere gratitude
and appreciation to those non-African countries and international
organiza tions which had demons trated their friendship to Africa and had
shown concern about its plight by making important financial contributions
in the last Pledging Conference of the United Nations Trust Fund for African
Development. He expressed the hope that they would pledge once again for
the promotion of international solidarity which was one of the key conditions
for development in Africa.

409. Following those introductory statements, the Chairman declared the
sixth Pledging Conference of UNTFAD open.

410. The Chairman of the EcA Staff Association pointed out that it was
unusual for ECA staff members to address the Conference of Ministers and
that he brought a message renewing the commitment of the ECA Staff
Association to the cause of the African peoples.

411. For about 30 years, ECA and its staff had been spearheading reflection
and action on the development of Africa and all the staff had been available
for those purposes. The meeting was informed that the staff had decided
to formalize its commitment and to follow it up through a fund to which
ECA staff and other persons of goodwill wishing to express their solidarity
to Africa would corttrihute. It was estimated that by the end of 1987,
contributions to that fund would amount to about SUS 100,000. The fund
would be used to finance development projects in African countries.

412. With regard to the financial crisis in the United Nations system,
the Chairman of the ECA Staff Counc il said that it was particularly acute
for ECA since it had Qad to function during the past two years with 24
per cent of vacant posts. It had been possible to hold the thirteenth
meeting of the Conference of Ministers in proper conditions thanks to the
abnegation and sacrifices of a mobilized staff. The Chairman also called
for a strengthening of the regional order so that Africa could assume its
destiny on its own.
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413. He also said that the future was bleak since a further reduction of

414. In conclusion, he pledged into the fund a contribution of $US 40,000
on behalf of the ECA staff and gave a cheque of SUS 15, 000 to the ECA
Executive Secretary, as the first instalment.

in spite of the difficult economic situation in
the priorities indicated in the United Nations

African Economic Recovery and Development, 1986­
Africa's Priority Programme for Economic Recovery,

ECA staff was envisaged
Africa and in spite of
Programme of Action for
1990 (UN-PAAERD), and in
1986-1990 (APPER).

417. The representative of Malawi noted with regret that Malawi was among
10 other countries that had never made contributions to the United Nations
Trust Fund. He however expressed his Government I s delight to make its
first pledge, the amount of which would be communicated to the secretariat
following budgetary approval by the Malawian parliament.

418. The representative of Nigeria informed the Conference that the
secretariat had received communication to the effec t that his country had
liquidated the outstanding pledge made by it as reflected in document
E!ECA!CM.13/42. In the light of that development and given the economic
crisis and the change in the value of the Naira, he was pleased, on behalf
of his Government, to pledge $US 50,000 out of which the sum of $US 25,000
was to be used to support the activities of the West African MULPOC.

415. The representative of Zaire said that despite the difficult economic
situation his country was facing, Zaire would pledge $US 50,000 out of
which a sum of $US 35,000 was earmarked for the promotion of economic
integration in the Gisenyi MULPOC subregion and $US 15,000 for the UNTFAD
general fund.

416. The representative of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya expressed his
Government I s pleasure and continued delight in taking part in the Pledging
Conference. Although Libya was going through an equally serious financial
Crl.S1S, the Jamahiriya was pleased to pledge 30,000 Libyan dinars in the
equivalent amount of $US 100,000 to be used partly for completing the study
on agricultural production being undertaken by the North African MULPOC,
and the establishment of the PTA in North Africa.

419. The representative of Kenya stressed the importance of the United
Nations Trust Fund for African Development and pointed out his Government's
active participation in the Fund over the years. He further stressed that
the need for the Fund was more valid at present than before, given the
need to implement Africa I s recovery programme. He also drew the attention
of the Conference to the circumstances that led to the establishment of
the Fund which had focused on the desire to become self-reliant, and observed
that though that dream was not yet realized, the Government of Kenya was
encouraged by developments that were taking place. He thanked those non­
member States particularly the Federal Republic of Germany, the Republic
of China and India, and ADB for their support to the Fund and expressed
satisfaction in the use of the funds. Accordingly, the Government was
pleased to pledge Ksh 184,000 payable in convertible currency.

420. The representative of Senegal said that the summary document indicated
that since the creation of the United Nations Trust Fund for African
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Developemnt (UNTFAD), Senegal had pledged $US 157,407 to the Fund out of
which only $US 10,000 still remained to be paid. The arrears had already
been obligated under the current budget and would be paid as soon as
possible. Senegal was still committed to ECA in general and to the West
African MULPOC in particular and for that reason Senegal was declaring
its intention of pledging a sum to the Fund that would be decided by the
appropriate authorities. That sum w()u1d not be lower, in any case, than
its previous contribution.

421. The repl'esentative of the Congo said that his Government was very
concerned about the decline in the financial resources of ECA which it
had always considered as a valuable instrument for Africa's economic
development. It was urgent and necessary to provide the Commission with
the resources it needed to enable it to accomplish its duties in the service
of Africa. His country was facing a difficult economic situation and had
had to spend more funds as a result of its African commitments. Despite
that situation, his Government was considering ways and means of paying
its arrears. However, his country was currently not in a position to pledge
any specific amount of money; that sum would be communicated later to ECA.

422. The representative of the Niger said that his country owed arrears
of $US 16,529 to UNTFAD and that his Government would take the appropriate
steps to pay those arrears. He then announced a pledge of $US 10,000.

423. The representative of Rwanda said that his country had always
contributed to UNTFAD since its establishment as far as its very modest
resources permi t ted. He then announced a pledge of $US 15, 000 for use
by the Gisenyi MULPOC to carry out its programme of activities in the
subregion.

424. The representative of Gabon said that his country I s arrears to UNTFAD
amounted to $US 21,052, but arrangements were being made to pay those
arrears. The general budget of Gabon had been reduced and so his country
could not announce the amount of its pledge; that would be done through
the diplomatic channels as soon as possible.

425. The representative of Zimbabwe reaffirmed his Government I s commitment
to Africa I s development and to the United Nations Trust Fund for African
Development. He indicated his Government I s intention to make a pledge.
As soon as the technicalities in determining the amount were completed,
the secretariat would be informed accordingly.

426. The representative of Togo said that his country had made all the
arrangements required to pay its arrears to UNTFAD and urged ECA member
States to contribute to the Fund. He then announced a pledge of $US 10,000
half of which was earmarked for the West African MULPOC.

427. The representative of the United Republic of Tanzania indicated that
her Government realized the objective of collective self-reliance and assured
the Conference that all efforts were being made to liquidate outstanding
arrears before the next Pledging Conference. She underscored the great
importance the Government of the United Republic of Tanzania attached to
African women's programmes and development and consequently pledged the
sum of $US 20, 000 to be used in support of the women 1 s programme in the
Lusaka-based MULPOC.

I

,
I,
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428. The representative of Ethiopia congratulated ECA for the commendable
achievements made towards programming and programme implementation and
expressed his hope and confidence that the dynamism and hard work of the
ECA staff would continue both in terms of quantity and quality. He informed
the Conference about the continuous material, political, and financial
support the Ethiopian Government had been giving to ECA and noted with
regret that the destabilizing effects of the recent drought had constrained
the Government in making its usual pledge during the last two Pledging
Conferences. Though the root caUSt;S were not yet removed, he was pleased
to announce that consultations were going on between the ECA secretariat
and the Ethiopian Government with the aim of initiating joint programmes
and projects within the framework of EeA's work programme for implementation
by the two parties. He indicated that upon completion of the joint
programmes and projects l the Government of Ethiopia would communicate the
amount of its pledge to the secretariat.

429. The Chairman thanked the member States who expressed their intentions
to take appropriate measures to liquidate outstanding arrears, as well
as those member States who had made new pledges, and acknowledged that
their acts were a mainfestation of their commitment particularly at a time
when the continent was going through a difficult financial crisis. He
called on all member States to continue to exert efforts to support UNTFAD
and appealed to non-member States to lend their support. He concluded
by reassuring the ECA staff of the Conference I s desire and willingness
to work along with them in calling upon the United Nations Secretary-General
to give additional support to the ECA secretariat so as to enable it to
implement approved activities.

Report of the se;V,el1,!:,h meetil1g of the Conference of. Mirister~ of Africa?
Least Developed Countries (agenda item 8)

430. The Chairperson of the seventh meeting of the Conference of Ministers
of African Least Developed Countries (LDCs), the Minister of State of Foreign
Affairs in charge of International Co-operation of the United Republic
of Tanzania, presented the report of that meeting to the Conference
(E!ECA!CM.13!59). The seventh meeting of the Conference of Ministers of
African LDCs had been held in Addis Ababa on 21 a.nd 22 April 1987 and had
been preceded from 9 to 11 April 1987, by the sixth meeting of the
Intergovernmental Committee of Experts of the African LDCs. The meeting
had reviewed the economic and social conditions of the African LDCs in
1985-1986; progress achieved in implementing the Substantial New Programme
of Action (SNPA) in African LDCs; the implications of structural adjustment
and stabilization programmes on the long-term growth and development of
the African LDCs; and the activities of ECA in the previous year and those
programmed for 1988-1989 in favour of the African LDCs.

431. She said that the review of economic and social conditions in Africa
in 1985-1986 had made clear that the recovery that had been signalled in
developing Africa as a whole in 1985 had slowed down in 1986 with GDP growth
rate dropping from 3.0 per cent in 1985 at 1980 constant prices, to 1.2
per cent in 1986. Although total financial flows to African LDCs had risen
from $uS 5.3 billion in 1984 to SUS 6.1 billion in 1986, they fell far
short of the exterI1al financing requirement of $US 8.6 billion per year
fixed under the SNPA. In order to offset growing budget deficit and external
public debts which had increased from $US 28 billion in 1985 to SUS 39
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billion in 1986, the African LDCs had made considerable efforts both within
the context of the IMF and World Bank structural adjustment and stabilization
programmes without the aid of such financing. They had held 17 Round Tables
and Consultative Group meetings but the aid flows had not matched
expectations. The results of the recovery measures had also largely been
compromised by the fact that they had been focused on short-term problems.
Furthermore, natural disasters such as droughts, floods and cyclones as
well as an unfavourable economic environment had contributed to the problems
of the African LDGs.

432. She informed the meeting that the sixth meeting of the Conference
of Ministers of African Least Developed Countries had requested the EGA
secretariat to undertake a study to evaluate the efficiency of each of
the economic policy instruments recommended by the IMF and World Bank.
The findings of the study had shown that the external payments problems
of the African LDGs in the 1970s and the first half of the 1980s had been
caused mainly by the inherent structural weaknesses in the eCOl1omies of
those countries which had been compounded by natural disasters and other
exogenous factors such as oil price increase, protectionist measures of
the industrialized countries, deteriorating terms of trade and mounting
debt obligations. Policy measures undertaken in adjustment and stabilization
programmes had been aimed at redressing the root causes of the imbalances,
but those were structural and required longer-term measures.

433. With respect to the proposal by the secretariat that the Conference
of Ministers of African Least Developed Countries and its Intergovernmental
Committee of Experts should be abolished as part of the measures for
streamlining and rationaliZing the institutional machinery of the Commission
in response to ECOSOC decision 1987/112 which requested all its subsidiary
bodies to undertake such an exercise with a view to implementing
recommendations of the Group of High-level Experts to review the
administrative and financial functioning of the United Nations, she said
that the general feeling of the Conference was that no substantial reasons
had been given by the secretariat to justify such a proposal.

434. In view of the significance of the Conference as the only forum for
the African LDCs to define their common positions, the Conference had felt
that the issue to be considered should be the periodicity of its meetings
and not its outright abolition. Therefore, it had decided that the
Conference of Ministers of African LDCs should continue to be held and
that the ECA secretariat should arrange for its meetings to convene either
annually or biennially.

435. In conclusion, she drew the attention of the Conference to the two
resolutions contained in the report for its consideration; one, on proposals
on the developmental problems of African least developed countries for
the consideration of the seventh session of the United Nations Conference
on Trade and Development (resolution 594 (XXII) in this report), and the
other on measures for the effective implementation of the SNPA in African
least developed countries (resolution 595 (XXII) in this report).

436. In the ensuing discussion, one representative proposed, and the
Conference approved, that the second and third sentences of paragraph 32
of the report (E/ECA/ CM.13/ 59) should respectively read as follows: "1 t
would have wished to see in the study an evaluation of the impact of each
of the economic policy instruments recommended by the IMF and the World
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Bank on the long-term growth and development of these countries"; and "This
would enable the African least developed countries to negotiate better
with these two institutions and facilitate the exchange of experiences
between them". The same representative also suggested and the Conference
accepted, that the first sentence of paragraph 39 of the French version
of the report should begin as follows: "In his intervention, a delegate
stated that •. ".

437. One representative proposed and the Conference approved that preambular
paragraphs 3 and 4 of the resolution on measures for the effective
implemeutation of the Substantial New Programme of Action in African Least
Developed Countries should be replaced respectively by the following:

"Deeply concerned that in spite of the major efforts at policy reform,
the pace of improvement in economic growth and development performance
of the least developed countries has been modest largely as a consequence
of the long period of economic decline caused by inappropriate internal
economic policies, compounded by such exogenous factors as •..

Noting, the fflct that the adoption of adjustment and stabilization programmes
supported by the IMF and/or IDA has become a sip,e qua fl,Ol1 for mobilizing
international assistance in terms of financiai. flows and debt relief and
urging member States, in the design of such programmes, to incorporate
policies aimed at correcting structural deficiencies which are known to
be the root cause of economic imbalance."

438. The Conference took note of the report and decided that the two
resolutions contained therein should replace resolution 7 (VIII) in document
E/ECA/CM.13/58.

Any other business (agenda item 9)

439. The representative of' Zaire said that since the agenda items of the
various Conferences of Ministers were almost identical every year and that
documents were often distributed late in spite of the laudable efforts
made by the ECA secretariat and that more time was required for the States
members to implement the development plans based on Africa's Priority
Programme, his delegation felt that serious consideration should be given
to reverting to the system of biennial meetings of the ECA Conference of
Ministers after the celebration of the thirtieth anniversary of the
Commission.

440. The representative of Ethiopia said that his Government was concerned
about the reduction of staff through the termination of contracts. He
further said that such termination of contracts particularly of those
employees who worked for more than ten years, although imposed on ECA due
to budgetary cuts, was morally unacceptable. He urged the Executive
Secretary to continue his efforts to mobilize extrabudgetary resources
including UNTFAD and ensure that projects started were brought to completion
and maintain ECA's trained and experienced staff.

Date and venue of the twenty-third session of the Commission and fourteenth
meeting of the Conference of Ministers' (agenda item 10)

441. The representative of the Niger informed the Conference that despite
the current crisis that African countries particularly the Niger were going
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through, President Seyni Kountcbe and his Government had invi ted the ECA
Conference of Ministers to hold its twenty-third session/fourteenth meeting
and celebrate the thirtieth anniversary of the Commission in Niamey, the
Niger, in 1988.

442. The Conference accepted
that its next meeting will be
by the ninth meeting of the
from 18 to 25 April 1988.

the invitation with acclamation and decided
held from 26 to 29 April 1988 to be preceded
Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole

Consideration and ~doption, of. the repprt and re.solutions of the meeting
(agenda it~~ 11)

443. The Dirp.ctor-General for Development and Internat.ional Economic Co­
operation recalled the meeting he had had with the Bureau of the current
session and reassured the Conference that Africa's concerns would be taken
into account during the restructuring and streamlining process of the United
Nations. While there were no absolute priorities, the United Nations would
continue to give special attention to the problems facing the region within
the framework of the United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic
Recovery and Development, 1986-1990 (UN-PAAERD). Indeed, at a recent meeting
held in Rome, Italy, of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination,
all heads of the United Nations agencies reaffirmed their commitment to
the Programme. He hoped that the response of the rest of the international
community would become increasingly more positive.

44.4.. The Di.rector-General reviewed the steps the United Nations had taken
and intended to take towards the implementation of UN-PAAERD and referred
to the report of the Secretary-General on the review of progress made so
far which would be submitted to the General Assembly at its next session.

445. The Conference adopted the present report and the resolutions contained
in the present document.

Closure of the meeting (agenda item 12)

446. The Executive Secretary thanked the Bureau of the Conference for
its purposeful leadership and congratulated all participants for the success
of the meeting. He stressed that meetings of that kind should not be viewed
as ends in themselves. Follow-up action especially at the national level
was particularly important. Economic performance in Africa in the previous
year was encouraging. One year's performance ~as however only the beginning
of a trend. He therefore hoped that by the time the Conference met again,
significant improvements would have been realized on that performance.
He called for greater regional and subregional co-operation to complement
national efforts. Sustaining the efforts of the previous year was
particularly essential if Africa was to win greater credibililty within
the international community.

447. The Executive Secretary finally paid tribute to two of his senior
colleagues who would be retiring before the next session of the Commission.
They were Mr. Max Falade, Chief, Socio- Development, Environment and Human
Settlements Division, and Mr. Maurice Makramalla, Chief, Socia-Economic
Research and Planning Division.
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D. Programme of work and priori,ties

448. In his closing statement, the Chairman once again thanked the Government
and people of Ethiopia. The deliberations of the meeting which had centred
round the Conference theme "Tm'lards recovery and deve lopment", had been
sublime, serious and in depth. The Conference had on the whole demonstrated
that there were definite reasons to be optimistic about Africa's future.

secretariat staff for
He then declared the

449. On behalf of all participants, he thanked the
their assistance in making the meeting a success.
meeting closed.

450. In 1987, the secretariat prepared and submitted proposals to the
Planning, Programming and Budgeting Board for inclusion in the Secretary­
General's proposed programme budget for the 1988-1989 biennium. The
programme aspects of the proposals were reproduced in document E/ECA/CM.13/40
and submitted to the thirteenth meeting of the Conference of Hinisters
held at Addis Ababa in April 1987 so that the Conference could make
observations and recommendations for consideration by the Committee for
Programme and Co-ordination when it discussed the Secretary-Generalis report
at its twentieth session in April/May 1987.

451. The proposed programme budget for 1988··1989 represents the third and
last biennial programme to be prepared within the framework of the United
Nations Medium-term Plan, 1984-1989. The proposals were formulated not
only on the basis of the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos.
but also on Africa I s Priority Programme for Economic Recovery, 1986-1990
(APPER) (A/40/666), the United 'Nations Programme of Action for African
Economic Recovery and Development, 1986-1990 (UN-PAAERD) (A!S-13!2) and
the "The Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women"
adopted by the World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements
of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,
held at Nairobi, Kenya, from 15 to 26 July 1985.
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LIST OF RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE CONFERENCE
OF MINISTERS AT ITS THIRTEENTH MEETING

Title

Industrial development in Africa---------------------------

Funding of the African Industrial Development Fund (AIDF)--

Fourth All-Africa Trade Fair and preparations for the
fifth All-Africa Trade Fair--------------------------------

Africa's trade with socialist countries of Eastern
Europe-----------------------------------------------------

Association of African T~ade Promotion organizations
(AATPO)-----------------------------------------------------

Establishment of a preferential trade area in North
Africa------------------------------------------------------

Proposals on the development problems of African least
developed countries for the seventh session of the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development----------

Measures for the effective implementation of the Sub­
stantial New Programme of Action in African least
developed countries-----------------------------------------

Role of the building and construction sector in the
development process-----------------------------------------

The integration of women in development in Africa-----------

The international mobilization of financial and
technological resources for food and agriculture
in Africa---------------------------------------------------

Convening of a meeting of African experts prior to
the diplomatic conference to review the Code of
Conduct of Maritime Conferences-----------------------------

Information systems development in Africa-------------------

The Af~ican social situation--------------------------------

Development of cartography and remote sensing services
in Africa---------------------------------------------------

Monitoring the implementation of the United Nations
Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery
and Development, 1986-1990 and Africa's Priority
Programme for Economic Recovery, 1986-1990------------------
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Number

604 (XXII)

605 (XXII)

606 (XXII)

607 (XXII)

608 (XXII)

609 (XXII)

610 (XXII)

611 (XXII)

612 (XXII)

613 (XXII)

614 (XXII)

615 (XXII)

616 (XXII)

617 (XXII)

618 (XXII)

619 (XXII)

620 (XXII)

621 (XXII)

United Nations Transport and Communications Decade
in Africa---------------------------------------------------

Data needs in the context of the assessment of social
impact of structural adjustment programmes in Africa--------

Support to the African regional river and lake basin
organizations-----------------------------------------------

Request for assistance Bubmitted by the Niger on the
organization of a seminar on grassroots development---------

culture and development-------------------------------------

The United Nations African Institute for the Preventicn
of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders (UNAFRI)------------

Development of te1ecommunications---------------------------

Acceleration of subregional eco~omic integration in
Africa and the new role of the Multinational Programming
and Operational Centres (MULPOCs)---------------------------

African Institute for Economic Development and Planning
(IDEP)------------------------------------------------------

Sustaining Africa's initiative and international support
for economic recovery and development, including the
deepening of understanding of the challenge for long-
term deve1opment--------------------------------------------

strengthening the role of Africa's institutions of higher
learning in Africa's economic recovery and development------

United Nations Trust Fund for African Development (UNTFAD)--

Proposed programme of wor.k and priorities for the biennium
1988-1989---------------------------------------------------

Draft medium-term plan for the period 1990-1995-------------

In-depth study of the United Nations intergovernmental
structure and functions in the economic and social fields---

Mobilization of domestic financial resources for economic
and social development--------------------------------------

Support to the island countries of the south-western Indian
Ocean in their efforts to forecast cyclones and to reduce
the adverse effects of such disasters-----------------------

African Centre of Meteorological Applications for. De'l7elop-
ment (ACMAD) ,------------------------------------------------

ANNEX to Res.621 (XXII): Constitution of ACMAD
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CHAPTER IV

~/ A/S-ll/14, annexes I and II.

of the Conference of
of the programme for

The Conference of M~risters,

Recalling resolution 1 (VII) of 23 March 1984
African Ministers of Industry on the implementation
the Industrial Development Decade for Africa,

11 Morocco expressed reservation on the entire resolution.

RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS
AT ITS THIRTEENTH MEETING

Recalling further resolution ID/CONF.5/Res.8 adopted by the first
General Conference of UNIDO in Vienna on 19 August 1904 and resolution
ID/B/Res.57 (XVIII) adopted by the Industrial Development Board. of UNIDO
in Vienna on 20 May 1984 both on the Industrial Development Decade for Africa,

500 (XXII). Industrial, development in Africa 1/

Guided by the Lagos Plan of Action for the Implementation of the
Monrovia Strategy for the Economic Development of Africa, 1980-2000 and the
Final Act of Lagos 2:./ adopted in 1900 by the OAU Economic Summi.t as well
as ECA resolution 442 (XVII) of 30 April 1902 and United Nations General
Assembly resolution 35/66 (B), both on the formulation and implementation
of the Industrial Development Decade for Africa,

Tpking n.9~ of the decision of the. Industrial Development Beard to
allocate to UNIDO SUS 0.6 million instead of the SUS 10 million approved
by the United Nations General Assembly at its thirty-ninth session, as
contained in resolution A/Res.29/233 in its 1906-1907 regular budget, and
concerned with the financial constraints being experienced by the organizations
of the United Nations system, which would make it difficult for the allocation
of resources in the respective regular budgets of UNIDO and ECA· for the
implementation of their Decade-related activities,

Guided by resolution CM/Res.1039-1074 (XLIV) -adopted by the forty­
fourth ordinary session of the OAU Council of Ministers and endorsed by the
OAU Summit at Addis Ababa in July 1986 and by resolution 564 (XXI) adopted
by the ECA Conference of Ministers at its twelfth meeting and twenty-first
session of the Commission at Yaounde, Cameroon, in April 1906,

Considerinq Africa's Priority Programme for Economic Recovery, 1906­
1990, adopted by the twenty-first Summit of aAU in resoluticn AHG/Res .136
and the United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery
and Development, 19(16-1990, adopterl by the thirteenth Special Session of
the Uni tee] Nations General Assembly in resolution 8-13/2, both of which
critically reviewed the socio-economic problems of Africa, and presented
specifi.c measureS fo~ restructuring and rehabilitating the economies of African
countries.
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R~cogn~*inq the crucial role that the industrial sector, as a supplier
of major factor inputs, has to play within the context of the Decade programme,
in Africa's economic recovery and development as emphasized in Africa's
Priority Programme for Economic Recovery and the United Nations Programme
of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development,

Notinq. 'i'dth satisfaction the mechanisms
and Government of OAU for the implementation
Priority Programme for Economic Recovery and by
General for the implementation of the United
for African Economic Recovery and Development,

set up by the Heads of State
of and follow-up to Africa I s
the United Nations Secretary­
Nations Programme of Action

Re~teratinq the region I s commitment to transform, through the process
of industrialization, the structure of its economies which are currently
externally oriented and heavily dependent on external factor inputs,

~qnscio~s of the need for African countries and organizations, as
well as international organizations to intensify efforts to promote, on a
priority basis, the local development of industrial and entrepreneurial
capabilities, strengthening, establishment and management as appropriate
of small- and medium-scale enterprises; and the development of strategic
core industries and support projects with adequate intra- and intersectoral
linkages providing essential inputs for agriculture and food production,

Concern~d with the persistent economic crisis facing the continent
and the serious constraints which hamper the industrial development of the
region, encompassing the shortage of required skills and technological
capabilities, inadequate financial resources and a lack of well-integrated
network of strategic and core industries necessary for the implementation
of the Decade programme,

Emphasizing the need for member States and African and international
organizations to undertake concerted measures to mobilize local and external
financial resources for both technical assistance and investment projects,

Welcom~nq the transformation of UNIDO into a specialized agency of
the United Nation& system and the decision to convene its second General
Conference at Bangkok, Thailand, in November 1987,

Stressinq t~le need to provide UNIDO and ECA wi th adequate resources
to support the programme for the Decade,

A. Imel~mentatiop of the programm~ fpF the Industrifl D~velo~~e~t

Decade for Africa (~DDhl

(a) Takes note of the Joint Progress Reports presented by the three
secretariats and the information presented by member States as well as by
African and international organizations on actions taken to implement the
Decade programrne~

(b) Notes with apprecia1;,ion the information provided by speciali zed
agencies and organizations of the United Nations, and appeals to their
respective governing bodies to make due provJ,s1.on in their programmes and
budgets for activities that will further enhance the industrial development

Africa;
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(c) Furthlfr t;g,1s~~_.n9J:~ of the cO-'operative efforts between
secretariats of ECA.. DAU and UNIDO and urges them to intensif}
co-operation wi.th a view to ensuring the effective implementation of
programme for the industrialization of Africa;

the
such
the

(d) R,!f<QY~st.[. with regard to the next meetings. that the three
secretariats:

(iv) Ensure that the allocation of resources for the biennium 1988­
1989 correspond to the requirements of the Decade programme,

(ii) Describe the progress and impact of projects in that progt'arnrne.
as well as the difficulties encountered during their execution;

(i) Prepare a financial statement on the implementation of th€,
programme for the Decade;

requir~d to
the breakdown

Board of UNIDO
implementation,

Provide estimates of the magnitude of resources
implement the programme for the Decade as well as
per sector; and

(iii )

(g) ~2F~h~L aE?EeaJ.? to the Industrial De T7elopment
to increase the resources made avilable to UNIDO for the
co-ordination and monitoring of the Decade programme;

(11) .lPvite~ financial and investment institutions, especially the
African Development Bank and the World Bank to increase the flow of technical
assistance and investment resources to the industrial sector in Africa;

(f) .~EEeeJl? to the United Nations General Assembly to provide RCA
with adequate financial resources that will enable it t<:.. carry out its
activities related to the programme for the Decade, in accordance \V'ith ECOSOC

resolution E/1985/61 of 26 July 1985~

(e) Ufcres member States, African and international organizations
and the three secretariats to intensify their efforts towards the accelerated
implementation of the programme for the Decade during the remaining four
years taking into consideration Africa's Priority Programme for. Economic
Recovery, 1986-1990 of DAU and the United Nations PrograIlUue of Act:ion for
African Economic Recovery and Development. 1986-1990, the implemeIl'tation
of which will require a substantial contribution trom the industrial sector;

(i) Invit~s further the United Nations Developmen't Progl:arrme, bi.latera,l
and ot.her multilateral donor agencies to increase t:he flow of technical
assistance resources to facilitate the implementation of the Decade progrcllllllle:

(j) l:ropo~ that in view of the high priority accor.ded ·to 'Lhe
industrialization of Africa in the Lagos Plan of )\ction and the programme
fot" the Decade, member States, SUbregional and regional oz"ganizations as
\.;ell as international organizations should endeavour to ensure that the
regional IPF for the fourth cycle contributes substantially to the accelerated
implementation of Decade-related activities;

(k) .9~Jls_ for an independent mid-term evaluation of the implementation
of the Decade programme as decided by 1:he Conference of African M."i"ni:~b,~n;:
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of Industry in resolution 1 (VI) of its sixth meeting and invites UNDP to
consider financing tha't evaluation and participate in its implementation
in collaboration with the three secretariats of EeA, OAD and UNIDO:

(1) C~~l~ _feF an examination of the activities of the regional
institutions such as the African 1\egional Organization for Standardization,
the African Regional Centre for Engineering Design and Manufacturing and
thl~ African Regional Centre for Technology, involved in industrial development
in order to streamline their work programmes, minimize any duplication and
maximize the use of scarce resources;

(m) !!...e:.i t;f!:tJ=\t~.§. the importance of the African Industrial Development
Fund and urges all member States to join and contribute to the Fund so as
to facilitate its early operation in line with previous resolutions of the
EeA Confl:=rence of Ministers, and invites international and bilateral donor
agencies to contribute generously so as ~o enable the Fund to become
operational, and in this regard requests t~e three secretariats to carry
out a study on other means of mobilizing resourCes for the Fund;

(n) ~~erat~ the need to limit the variety of products and to employ
standardization and quality control practices so as to rationalize and improve
the quality of production.

B. }rl\pl~W~11.t:ili...2!L.9f the.~Ql\q. Proqramme ~or.. ~conoI!!.i9 Recovery. ;1.986­
1990 and the United Nations Proqramme of Action for African

,. -, \00. tft.. of "S' Ie _* . w' , It h"..
~~r-.Recoverx. ?-p.d,.p~velomnEl!!,1:.. 19w8..P-!~9.9

(a) 'l'akes note of the report presented at the twentieth session of
the Commission on the African economic crisis and African industry and measures
for industrial rehabilitation and revitalization;

(b) lli..e..Mf~ the importance of the sllrvival measures recommended
for the economic recovery and development of Africa, especially in relation
to the implementation of Africa's Priority Programme for Economic Recovery,
1986-1990 and the United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic
Recovery and Development, 1986-1990: and in this connection urges African
countries to adopt appropriate economic development policies and strategies
that correspond to their particular situations and take account of the a.greed
objectives. principles and activities of the Decade within the overall
priorities of the two programmes cited above;

(c) ~ all member States, as a priority, to embark on or step
up short-term rehabilitation measures, including restructuring the industrial
sector, rationali zing existing industries in various subsectors, recycling
industrial wastel:., improving sUbcontracting to small-scale industries,
improving the criteria for allocation of resources, especially foreign exchange
resources for industrialization, and to include the above measures in global
structural adjustmen't programmes;

(0) ~e~?mmends that member States should accord high priority to
existing key industries and provide them with additional assistance in order
to achie've full capacity utilization, and calls on UNIDO, ECA, the World
Bank and ADB to provide whatever necessary assistance is requested by member
States to this end:
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(e) I{ecomm~nq,s. that medium- and long-term measures at the national,
subregional and regional levels should primarily focus on resource-based
industries, especially those directly linked to agriculture such as those
producing ferti.lizers, pesticides, metal products, as well as irri.gation
equipment, agricultural tools and implements, and the associated spare parts
and components~

(f) Welcomg!! the advance in laboratory research and development
activities related to food processing based on local raw materials, and ur91",s
member States and institutions to mak~ every effort to ensu~e that subsequent
steps necessary for the diffusion and commercialization of results of such
activities are taken:

(g j Aeeeal§> to all member States to intensify their support for the
relevant regional institutions by providing them with adequate financial
resources and ensuring effective utilization of their services~

(h) ~eg,uest.s the secretariat of OAU, in association with UNIDO and

ECA, to undertake actions aimed at making member States aware of the financial
and other resources needed to implement the objectives of the Decade as defined
in the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos.

c. ~ptivities for tQe i~plementati.on.Bhg~el 19~?~l9,9Q

ot.. tqe p~ogramr~~_ f~?i=" th~ V@.c@Q€!'

I. Pr~Qaration and promotign, of. ~n~estwent grQi~ct~

(a) Ta,l;<.e~ nE.~.~,.rf~C!.Eerec~?-!-ion of the report prepared by UNIDO
as well as information presented by other organizations on their activities
relating to the preparation and promotion of investment projects, endorses
the recommendations contained in the UNIDO document and invites African
countries and organizations to take greater advantage of those acti.vities,

(b) Stre;:'E!g the importance of proper project preparation which is
essential to the mobilization of investment resources. To that end, UNIDO,
UNDP, t.he Arab Industrial Development Organization (AIDO), ADB, the World
Bank and other relevant international and African organizations, including
non-governmental organizations, should intensify and increase their assistance
to African countries and organizations. With regard to the process of
selection and quality of experts and consultants, UNIDO is urged to give
special attention to the particular needs of African countries~

(c) Calls uE~>n UNIDO to revise its manual on the preparation of
industrial feasibility studies with a view to simplifying and integrating
it with the manual for industrial project evaluation prepared jointly with
AIDO and to make the revised version available to relevant institutions in
Africa; furthermore, to convene a working group of all international and
regional institutions providing assistance to African countries in project.
i.dentification and preparation, especially the World Bank. .l\DB and AIDO,
in order to harmonize the approaches and techniques adopted by those
organizations;

(d) Urges all member States and African organizations to strengthen
their capabilities for project preparation, management and monitoring ivith
a view to facilitating the utilization of technical assistance and investment
resources for the implementation of industrial projects:
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(e J i!!.cres _t1arther, all member States to strengthen or
national mechanisms to ensure a more effective promotion
investment and support pro jects, and calls upon UNIDO to
investment promotion activities i.n Africa, including the
assistance in the preparation of investment project profiles;

establish new
of industrial
intensify its
provision of

(f) AQP~al~ to the international community, multilateral funding
agencies, especially ADB and the World Bank, as well as other bilateral and
mul·tilateral financing institutions and development fouudations to increase
the f10t.... of investment and technical assistance resources to the industrial
sector in Africa on concessional terms;

(g) W~lco~es with ~Epreciati2n the positive contribution of the Polish
Chamber of Foreign Trade in the development of the metallurgical industry
in Africa and urges all African countries to participate in AFROMET 1987.
In this regard, calls upon UNIDO and the authorities of the Polish Chamber
of Foreign Trade to facilitate the participation of experts from African
countries and organizations, by providing them with the necessary assistance;

(h) W~lcom~_ the facilities currently available in the African
Development Bank and the World Bank with regard to the provision of lines
of credit and project preparation assistance to small- and medium-scale
indigenous agents of production and distribution, and requests these
institutions to provide member States with comprehensive information on the
content and use of such facilities.

II. ~~,~,ur~J2._t;£~nhanc...!L...t);1~ rol§! of in.qi..~?ol}..E.. asents....2±. prop?ct,;0}l:
dj..§lt,ri!;Jllj:ion. '!Uc!. sllE-eq:r:,t .§l§Jfvicif,l'j.. f..s weH a~ Don,=g;.9yern~E..E.tl

~:r-iz$l-t,i£!,~~.}.nm the,.;impl!,;ll1rU,tiAtioI} .Qt:. the Qrogrammlf,yfpF ,ttl-if Decade

(a) ~~~!? 2.9te ~..i1h .aEp'rec:i-9-:t~on of the reports prepared by ECA as
well as of the information presented by member States and some organizations
on measures to enhance the role of indigenous agents of production,
distribution and support services for the implementation of the programme
for the Decade;

(b) !!tkJ;s note of the report of the first African symposium on small-
and Il'edium-scale enterprises organized by AssociatL:m of African Development

Fund Ins-titutions (AADFI) and World Assembly of Small and Medium Enterprises
(WASME) at Morocco in 1986, endorses the recommendations of the symposium
and calls upon African countries and organizations to undertake, with the
assis·tance of UNIDO, EeA, ADB, the World Bank and other relevant donor agencies
and international non-governmental organizations, the necessary measures,
including fiscal and financial policies and incentives and creation of training
[acilities, for the development and promotion of small- and medium-scale
enterprises and entrepreneurial capabilities:

(c) .'!'~.-!l~~ of the report of the forum on the involvement
of non-governrnen·tal organizations in t.he implementation of the programme
1:01- the Decade convened by AADFI and UNIDO at .Abidjan, C@te d I Ivoire, in
August 1985, and endorses the recommendations of that forum:

(d) .§Il9o:r::~ the recommendations of the regional workshop on the
role of indigenous agent~ of production and distribution and support services
in the acceleri'.lted implementation of the Decade and calls upon member States
to translate ·the::;", r~c:ommendations into concrete actions;
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(e) Strg~~s the paramount role of the indigenous agents of production
and distribution and support services in the implementation phase of the
Decade, as these agents are involved in every aspect of industrial activities,
including project preparation, production technology, financing and marketing:

(f) Stresses, the importance of standardization and quality control
as well as the need to integrate industrial marketing and trade policies
in the promotion of industrial co-operation among member States, and invites
member States to pay special attention to improving the quality of industrial
products, especially those originating from medium- and small-scale industries,
by creating adequate machinery for quality control and product certification
so as to improve their competitivenesA and maximize foreign exchange earnings.
In this regard, stresses the need for the adoption of relevant African regional
standards and of measures to improve local technologies, especially in
intensifying applied research~

Urae~ African Governments and organizations to increase the
of national, subregional and regional non-governmental
in the prepaxation and execution of their industrial programmes

(g)

involvement
organizations
and projects;

(h) U~9f-s. UNIDO and UNDP as well as ADB, the World Bank, and other
relevant African and international financial institutions to increase the
use of African non-governmental organizations and consultancy organizations,
as appropriate, in the preparation and execution of the projects they finance
in Africa.

III. Strenqtreninq, of Af.~!pan industrial co~oeerat1on

(a) Endor-w~~ the revised integrated industrial promotion programmes
for Central and West Africa along with the proposed measures for their
implementation, decides to include the project relating to the rehabilitation
of the sugar industry in Angola in the revised programme for Central Africa,
and urges UNIDO to ensure that the subregional meetings planned for the
Eastern/Southern African and Northern African subregions are held so as to
permit the review and revision of the initial integrated industrial promotion
programme for those subregions and to make resources available for the
organization of future subregional meetings1

(b) 1'~k~. note of the joint UNIDO, International Teleconununication
Union and Pan-African Telecommunications Union programme for the manufacture
of telecommunications equipment in Africa, encourages African countries to
co-operate in the implementaotion of that programme and appeals to financial
insoti tutions, donors and United Nations development agencies to support the
development of the telecommunications industry in Africa;

\

(d) UrGes member States to accord particular importance to the creation
and/or strengthening of African engineering and technical capacities which
consti tute one of the fundamental prerequisites for the successful
implementation of industrial projects~

(c) ,~j:resses the need to accord
rehabilitation and restructuring of key
the projects within the framework of
industrial and sec~oral surveys, which
minimize duplication;

priority to projects involving the
industries and to integrate further
national policies and programmes,
should be harmonized in order to
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(e) Cgll§. upon OAU, ECA and UNIDO to provide member States with all
the necessary assistance for harmonizing, on subregiorlal and regional bases,
industrialization policies so as to avoid unnecessary competition and to
benefit from complementarities in the industrial field.

IV. T@c;;:hnic;al cg-oQeration amollq deve,!,9Pl.9Q countries (TCDC)
"d' I

and- the

(a) Takes note of the reports by ECA and UNIDO highlighting the
importance of TCDC in the implementation of the Decade programme i welcomes
the efforts made by member States and the secretariats to promote TCDC/ECDC
in the industrial field among African countries and their regional institutions
as well as between them and developing countries and their associated regional
institutions, to facilitate the implementation of the programme for the Decade,
and endorses the recommendations proposed by the secretariats in the background
documents;

(b) S'tres!?e;s the importance of the TCDC/ECDC approach in developing
industrial capacities and capabilities required for self-reliant and self­
sustained growth and development, and recommends it to the African Ministers
of Industry as an essential strategy for implementing the programme for the
Decade,

(c) S~res?e;s further the importance and usefulness of solidarity
and round-table ministerial meetings, calls upon UNIDO to intensify and expand
the programme in fa.vour of more countries i.n Africa and to carry ou·t an
evaluation of the programme, with a view to introducing appropriate
improvements, including the establishment of suitable follow-up mechanisms
not only in the donor and recipient coun·tries, but also in UNIDO;

(d) We:tcom~ the convening of the Afro-Asian co-operation meeting,
urges all African countries to participate actively in the meeting and requests
UNIDO to provide information to all participating countries on the final
arrangements, including the meeting of the African participants in New Delhi
a few days before the meeting, as recommended by the DAU Council of Ministers,
that being considered an important aspect of the meeting;

(e) Apl;)eals to donor countries, financial institutions and relevant
international organizations, especially UNDP, to provide the necessary
resources to African Governments, subregional and regional institutions and
economic groupin~s dealing with industrial matters so as to facilitate
TCDC/ECDC arrangements which will assist in the implementation of the Decade;

(f) Urg~s African Governments, the relevant subregional/regional
institutions and economic groupings to take the necessary initiatives to
promote South-South co-operation in the industrial field within the priorities
of Africa I s Priority Programme for Economic Recovery and the United Nations
Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development I and in
line with 'the provisions of the programme for: the Decade.

D. UNIDD eSK3•..;speciali 7;,e9:. aqen.9Y

(a) :p:p.doFses the new orientation being given to llNIDO as a result
of its conversion into a speciali zed agency, thus enhanci.ng its central co­
ordinating role within the United Nations system on matters related to

L
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industry, in particular, the priority being accorded to technical co-operation
activities, development of industrial manpower, the system of consultations,
small- and medium-scale industries, industrial rehabilitation, investment
promotion, development of technological capabilities, technical co-operation
among developing countries and the greater involvement of non-governmental
organizations and integration of women in the industrialization process~

(b) Rf'!iteratE;,p the priority accorded to the UNIDO system of
consultations and urges all African countries and organizations to participate
actively in the meetings organized wi thin the framework of that system. In
this connection, UNIDO is urged to organize regional consultation meetings
in Africa relating to capital goods, industrial training and industrial
financing over the period 1987-1989. UNIDO is further requested to facilitate
the participation of African participants in the consultation meetings. In
this regard, takes note of the ILO programme of industrial and related sectoral
activities and encourages the Ministers of Industry to actively participate
in that programme;

(c) We~come~ the UNIDO special programme of technical advisory services
developed within the framework of the Decade and calls upon UNIDO to accord
priority to that programme in its programme for the Decade. The meeting
urges all African countries and organizations to take full advantage of that
programme and invites donor countries and organizations to give technical
and financial support to UNIDO for the expansion and implementation of that
programme;

(d) ~-E.2E_ of the report of the Expert Group Meeting on Women
in Agro-industries held in Vienna in November 1985 as part of UNIDO's programme
to promote the integration and participation of women in industrial
development, endorses the recommendations of that meeting, and calls on UNIDO,
in co-opera tion with ECA a'nd other relevant United Na tions organi zations ,
to take all necessary steps to implemen't those recommendations, including
the organization of an African regional meeting to define a practical programme
specifically ai.med at helping African women to overcome the constraints
inhibiting their full contribution to industrial development, especially
in agro-industries;

(e) .£aJ.:ls upop UNIDO to pay particular attention to the needs of
the African countries, especially the least developed countries. and to
continue to accord priority to the Industrial Development Decade for Africa;

(f) Attas::hes particular importance to the second GeneraJ. Conference
of UNIDO as a specialized agency, the agenda of which should include:

(i) The Industrial Development Decade for Africa;

(ii) The contribution of UNIDO to the restructuring and rehabilitation
of African industry, as well as the negotiation of new industrial
projects;

(iii) Development of human resources and technological capabilities
for industrial development;

(iv) Industrial financing;
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(v) The system of consultations; and

(vi) Institutional arrangements;

(g) ~~SQrnmends that the Industrial Development Board of UNIDa establish
a working group of member States to prepare, with the assistance of the UNIDa
secretariat. each of the agenda items of the Conference;

(h) R~cQmmgnds that a special session of the Conference of African
Ministers of Industry, preceded by a meeting of intergovernmental experts,
be held to prepare the African common position for the second General
Conference of UNIDO (November 1987), at a date to be determined following
consultations among the three secretariats and the Chairman of the Conference
of Ministers;

(i) ltE?g~e?ts the secretariats of ECA, OAU and UNIDO to prepare and
present to the meeting of intergovernmental experts proposals on the basis
of the agenda for the second General Conference to be established by the
Industrial Development Board of UNIDO.

E. ?ub~~citY.~n§.erO~Pt.j,9~gf 1he I~~~ p~velopm~

P'~_qe9~ for Afric~

(a) lLq;t:es l::?J;t!;l apereqia1:i:.2!l measur to publicize the DGca for thede
not only within Africa but also without and calls upon UNIDO as well as ECA
and OAU to intensify their Decade-related pT.omotional activities, directing
them t.owards well-defined target groups and basing 'them on properly prepared
programmes, and requests UNIDa to reproduce and distribute widely to African
countries, organizations, educational institutions and other target groups
the film on the Decade;

(b) Ca.llL.... l!-Eon African countries and organizations to undertake
appropriate measures in order to mobilize radio. television and other mass
media for the promotion of the Decade among decision-makers not only in
governments. industries and the business community, but also in educational
insti tutions and the population at large including the rural ar'eas. In this
connection, UNIDO, ECA and OAU should provide the necessary assistance to
the African countries and organizations;

(c) Becommen~ the proclamation of an "African Industrialization
Day" which should be commemor'ated each year by all African countries and
requests the secretariats of ECA, UNIDa and OAU to carry out a study on the
implementation of the recommendation, taking into consideration the experience
of FAO in the commemoration of its "World Food Day", and to present a repo:ct
to the ninth meeting of the Conference of African Ministers of Industry on
the matter. including the detailed financial implications for member States
and the three organizations. The three secretariats should also study the
possibil i ty of issuing sp(~cial postage stamps commemorating the Decade,

(d) In view of the paramount importance of creating greater awareness
both within Africa and without on the contribution of industry to the
implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action, Africa's Priority Programme for
Economic Hecovery, 1986-1990 and the United Nati.ons Programme or Action for
African Economic Hecovery and Development, appeals to UNDP to alloea'te, wit.hin
the framework of the proposals submitted by UNIDO for a support programme
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for the Decade r funds from the J:"egional indicative planning figuJ:"e (IPF)
for publicizing the Decade.

F. General ~ecowm~ndat!p~s

(a) Re£oq~!zes the important role of public enterprises in the
implementation of the Decade programme and calls upon member States to
undertake appropriate measures for strengthening those enterprises in order
to enhance their efficiency, including their capacities for planning,
management, production and marketing;

(b) ~,tresses the need for effective follow-up and monitoring of the
decisions and recommendations of the Conference of African Ministers of
Industry and requests the secretariats of UNIDO, OAU and ECA to continue
to prepare annual progress reports which should include an indication of
the results achieved and constraints encountered in the implementation of
the programme for the Decade r and those reports should be presented to the
Conference of African Ministers of Industry for evaluation and further
directives;

(c) Reaffirms the need for the Conference of African Ministers of
Industry to meet every two years and recommends that the Ministerial Follow­
up Committee on Industrialization in Africa be replaced by an Intergovernmental
Committee of Experts in view of the financial constraints encountered in
organizing meetings of the Follow-up Committee;

(d) Rec9mmends the pr.oclamation of a second Decade in order to
accelerate further the industrialization of Africa launched during the first
Decade, and requests the secretariats of UNIDO, ECA and OAU, after appropriate
evaluation of the first Decade, to undertake, in consultation with member
States, African oJ:"ganizations and relevant United Nations agencies, the
preparation of a programme for that Decade which should be submitted to the
tenth meeting of the Conference of African Ministers of Industry and to provide
a progress report to the ninth meeting of the Conference.

;251st meeting,
24 April 1987.

589 (XXII). Fundinq of the At.~ican Industrial Developm§nt Fpnd 11

Th~ Gonference of Ministers,

Recallinq resolution 8 (V) of the fifth meeting of the Conference of
African Ministers of Industry inviting the Economic Commission for Africa,
the Organization of African Unity and the African Development Bank to co­
operate in the design and organization of the African Industrial Development
Fund,

11 Morocco expressed reservation on the entire resolution.
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~9ti~~ that member States have already ratified the Agreement on
establishing the Fund,

Concerned that the Fund has not started operations for want of........_u _ ~ilI'a.

contributions on the part of member States,

ConsJderinq the need for funding the pre-investment studies of sUbregional
core projects identified under the Industrial Development Decade for Africa
(IDDA) necessary to achieve the objectives of the Lagos Plan of Action,

Reauest9 the African Development Bank to explore possibilities of
mobilizing from multilateral and bilateral sources an initial amount of SUS 15
million so as to enable the Fund to become operational.

251st meeting,
24 ApriJ. 1987.

590 (XXII). Fourtg AU-Afriqa, Trade Fair. f.:nd . preparations for t;p~ fjfth
AII-Af~i~a Trade Fair ~

The C9nfer~nc~ of Minfster~,

Bearinq ip, Mmin,d the previous DAD Council of Ministers resolutions since
1967 especially its eM/Res. 277 (XIX) institutionalizing the All-Africa Trade
Fairs and the decision of the second extraordinary session of the Assembly
of Heads of State and Government of DAD in April 1980 contained in the Lagos
Plan of Action to, ip,ter alia, launch a permanent "Buy African Goods" campaign
within the framework of the All-Africa Trade Fairs,

Re,cgIJ!.!!-q the decision of the third meeting of the Ministerial Follow­
up Committee of the Whole on Trade and Fi,nance held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
from 9 to 14 t-Jay 1984 to accept the offer of the Republic of Togo to host
the Fourth All-Africa Trade Fair,

~nq note ':'l;i. th deep appreciation, of part I of the report of the DAU
secretariat on the Fourth All-Africa Trade Fair which took place in Lome,
Togo, from 18 November to 8 December 1985,

Recoqni~inq the special attention demonstrated and contribution made
by the President of the RepUblic of Togo, H.E. General Gnassingbe Eyadema
in enabling a successful outcome of the fourth All-Africa Trade Fair,

FJlrther recognizing the functional role that the All-Africa Trade Fair
could play in developing intra-African trade, judging from the results of
the Lome Fair in terms of the level of participation, the structure and wide
range of goods and the production capacity and potential exhibited,

4/ Morocco expressed reservation on part I and on part II paragraph 7
of this resolution.
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Recallinq the decision of the
adopted at its eighth meeting in
to accept the offer of Zaire to host

Conference of African Ministers of Trade
Brazzaville. the Congo, in October 1985
the fifth All-Africa Trade Fair,

Part I: Fourth All-Africa Trade Fair

1. Reguesj:s the Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity
to transmit, on behalf of the Conference of African Ministers of Trade, a
special message of congratulations and thanks to the President of the RepUblic
of Togo, H. E. General Gnassingbe Eyadema, the Government and people of Togo
for the exceptional efforts deployed to make the fourth All-Africa Trade
Fair a success;

2. Dir~qts the Secretary-General of OAU, in collaboration with the
Economic Commission for Africa. the International Trade Centre and all relevant
intergovernmental organizations, especially the Economic Community of West
African States, the Preferential Trade Area for Eastern and Southern African
States, the Southern African Development Co-ordination Conference, the Economic
Community of Central African States and the Indian Ocean Commission, to conduct
a thorough assessment of the impact of all the previous All-Africa Trade
Fairs and to report to the next meeting of the Conference of African Ministers
of Trade.

Part II: Fifth Alt-Afric~ Trade Fair

1. Takes note of the preparatory activities so far undertaken by all
concerned;

2. N9te~ and approves 16-31 July 1988 as the duration of the fifth
All-Africa Trade Fair;

3. Urqes
fairs on dates
Trade Fair;

all member States to refrain from organizing national trade
which coincide with the date announced for the fifth All-Africa

4. Urges donors to provide financial assistance to collaborating
agencies, such as lTC, the Regional Fund of the ACP-EEC of the Lome Convention.
UNDP. UNCTAD, etc., in order to enable them lend financial assistance and
technical support to make the fifth All-Africa Trade Fair a success;

5. Endorses the choice of "Promotion of intra-African trade: A factor
for the integration of African economies" as 'the theme for the fifth Fair;

6. Takes not;e with ..2§!ep appreciation of the subvention of SUS 500.000
granted to the fifth All-,Africa Trade Fair by the Council of Ministers of
the Organization of African Unity;

8. Approves the composition of the Organizing Committee of the fifth
All-Africa Trade Fair as follows: Togo, cl:9 te d I Ivoire, Ghana, Algeria,
Egypt, Tunisia, Ethiopia, Kenya, the United RepUblic of Tanzania. Zaire
(Chairman), Cameroon, the Congo, Angola, Botswana and Zimbabwe;

7. Direct-,p. the GAU secretariat, in collaboration with
relevant agencies, to undertake a market survey prior to the
carry out a technical assessment of the impact of the Fair;

ITC and other
fifth Fair and
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9. Fqrther aDprove~ the terms of reference of the Organizing Committee
of the fifth All-Africa Trade Fair as contained in the report of the Conference
of African Ministers of Trade on its ninth meeting.

251st meetinq,
2~ ,April 1987.

591 (XXII). ~fr~c?'s t~ade with Sociql~s~ cpuntri~ of Eaetern Europe ~/

Th.e ConJer~nce of Ministers,

Cqn~iderinq that the necessity of promoting and diversifying Africa I s
external trade with non-traditional partners, in particular, with the Socialist
countries of Eastern Europe, requires intensive and continuous efforts through
multilateral organizations,

Notinq with satisf~ctiop that ECA and UNCTAD had already initiated
activi ties in this field in corformity with the various decisions of the
Trade and Development Board as well as of the Conference of African Ministers
of Trade at its eighth session in Brazzaville, the Congo,

Consid~F!ng the need of African countries in this field,

1. Requests DAU, ECA and UNCTAD secretariats and the Socialist countries
of Eastern Europe to intensify their technical assistance activities in this
area and consequently requests UNDP and the Socialist countries of Eastern
Europe to allocate necessary resources to the OAU, ECA and UNCTAD secretariats
in order to fully implement their programme of training, dissemination of
information and advisory services on national, regional and interregional
levels;

2. further reauests the Secretary-General of OAU, the Executive Secretary
of ECA. and the Secretary-General of UNCTA.D to report on this subject to the
Conference of Af~ican Ministers of Trade at its tenth session.

2,zlst rn~~tinq,

24 Apri! 1987.

592 (XXII). Association o~ Afri9an Trad~ Pr,omotion orqaqfzations ~/

The Conferepc~ qf.Min~@ters,

Havina examined the report on the critical financial and administrative
situation of the Association of African Trade Promotion Organizations (AATPO),

21 Morocco expressed reservation on this resolution.

§/ Morocco expresse~ reservation on this resolution.
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Recallinq that the Lagos Plan of Action for the Implementation of the
Monrovia Strategy for the Economic Development of Africa, 1980-2000 2/ assigns
to AATPO an important role in the development of intra-African trade,

Cggnizant of AATPO's potential to discharge its responsibilities provided
it is furnished with the necessary wherewithal,

Noting hQwever that the Association has not been availed with
necessary resources to the extent required by its responsibilities
commitments, and in particular that many of the Association I s members
in arrears with their contributions to the Association's budget, and
this threatens the very existence of the Association,

the
and
are

that

members
pay to

arrears

1. Urqes the States
Promotion Organizations to
contributions as well as
Association,

of the Association of African Trade
the Association their current assessed

of their assessed contributions to the

2. Appeals to all OAU and ECA member States who are not yet members
of AATPO to join the Association at the earliest opportunity,

3. Cfliis on the Secretary-General of the Organi zation of African Unity
and the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa to give
all possible financial and technical support to AATPO and to carry out the
s"tudies on the harmonization of the activities of AATPO with those of ECA
and the Federation of African Chambers of Commerce requested by the Conference
of African Ministers of Trade at its eighth session;

4. Appeals to the United Nations Development Programme and the European
Development Fund to give all possible financial assistance and other support
to AAPTO.

251st meetinq,
24 April 1987.

593 (XXII). Establishment of a eref~rentfal trade area in North A~ric~

~he Cpnference ot Ministers,

R~callinq the provisions of the Lagos Plan of Action for the
Implementation of the Monrovia Strategy for the Economic Development of
Africa, 1980-2000 and the Final Act of Lagos ~I which call for the
establishment of a preferential trade area for the countries of North Africa,

Recqllino fy.rther the
adopted by the Council of
1985 and March 1986,

2/ A/S-ll/14, annex I.

resolutions on trade
Plenipotentiaries at

promotion in North Africa
its meetings held in April

~ A/S-ll/14, annexes I and II.
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Reiteratinq its resolution 568 (XXI) of April 1986
to accelerate the process of economic integration
subregional groupings,

inviting member States
within the existing

1. Not;es wj.1;.lt satisfaction the acceptance by and the coromi tment of
the respective governments to the establishment of a preferential tra.de area
for North African countries;

2. pndertakes to create between member States of the subregion a
preferential trade area and a payments and clearing arrangement;

3. Decides to convene an intergovernmental group of experts to def ine
actions in view of establishing the preferential trade area,

4. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for
Africa to institute measures to convene the first meeting of the
intergovernmental negotiating team to discuss the modalities for the
establishment of the proposed preferential trade area and to submit a progress
report to the next meeting of the Council of Plenipotentiaries of the Tangier­
based MULPOC and to its own next meeting;

5. Reau,ests the United Nations Development Programme to
intergovernmental gI.OUp of experts in their efforts to define
the establishment of the preferential trade area.

support
actions

the
for

2~lst ,meetirlg,
24 April 1987.

594 (XXII). Proposals ,gn th~ development problem~ 9t African least develoR~d

c~untrie~ for_cpnsideration by .the seye~tr ses~io~ of the UniF~Q

Nation~ Co.rJ~rence on Trade and Developl1).ep.~,

The Conf~rence o~ ~inister~,

Rec?llina its resolution 397 (XV) of 12 April 1980 with which it entrusted
the Conference of Ministers of African Least Developed Countries with the
responsibility for ensuring the co-ordination of efforts, establishing
priorities, monitoring and evaluating progress under the Comprehensive New
Programme of Action and the SUbstantial New Programme of Action (SNPA) in
African least developed countries,

No1:inQ that the seventh session of the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development (UNCTAD VII) is scheduled to take place in Geneva from
9 to 31 July 1987 and will consider the problems of the least developed
countries bearing in mind the Substantial New Programme of Action for the
19808 for the least developed countries; and that the Addis Ababa Declaration
of African Ministers Responsible for Trade and Development Preparatory to
UNCTAD VII of 18 March 1987 had, in,ter a;J,ig , rei terated the recommendations
of the Mid -term Global Review on behalf of the least developed countries
as part of the proposals for negotiations at the sixth ministerial meeting
of the Group of 77 in Havana', Cuba, from 20 to 2,5 Apri;J.. 1987 and at t:lICTAD VII
in Geneva,
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L .B.~af:firI!m. the Substantial New Programme of Action
for continued mutual co-operation between the least developed
the international community and that the programme should
effectively implemented;

as the basis
countries and
be fully and

2. Decide§. to endorse the proposals contained in the Addis Ababa
Declaration of the African Ministers Responsible for Trade and Development
Preparatory to UNCTAD VII of 18 March 1987 with respect to the problems of
the African least developed countries and the corresponding measures
recommended to be taken at the national and international levels to ensure
the effective implementation of the SNPA:

3. ~guests the seventh session of UNCTAD to explore the possibilities
for fully compensating the export earning shortfalls of the least developed
countries and in this regard, special measures should be taken to strengthen
the commodity markets and enhance export receipts of the least developed
countries from such commodities:

4. Further reouegts that special arrangements be considered for the
least developed countries in the IMF Compensatory Financing Facility Scheme
by providing for full coverage of their export shortfalls, for the
sUbsidization of their interest payments on outstanding drawings and for
longer repayment and grace periods than hitherto;

5. Urq~~ donors to provide substantial.ly enlarged volume of financial
assistance in real terms to the least developed countries on terms which
correspond to their immediate- and long-term development needs; and in that
respect, donor countries, which have not yet done so, should endeavour to
attain 0.15 per cent of their GNP as official development assistance (ODA)
to the least developed countries before the end of the decade or should attain,
on a priority basis, a doubling of their aDA by 1990;

countries to fully implement UNCTAD Trade
165 (S-IX) expeditiously and to convert

of all African least developed countries

6. ¥!!..rtp.§.r . .!!F~~ developed
and Development Board resolution
all outstanding bilateral aDA loans
into grants without discrimination;

g~calling United Nations General Assembly resolution 40/205 of 17 December
1985 in which the Assembly reaffirmed the Substantial New Programme of Action
for the 19805 for the least developed countries, as ~the basis for continuing

7. R~guests the Executive Secretary to report on the implementation
of this resolution to the eighth meeting of the Conference of Ministers of
African Least Developed Countries and twenty-third session of the
Commission/fourteenth meeting of the ECA Conference of Ministers.

in African'**' .

Substantial
to!. b

2S1st meetinq,
.2~j\pril 1987.

implementatiqn of the
:!;J~e LDCs !!! th~ 19!!Os.New P:r;ogramme o!.._bct,i.Q!l fpr

Measur~~ f9r the effectiv~

Th~ Cpnference .cl.f Mini;sters,

595 (XXII).
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co-operation between the least developed countries and their development
partners, as well as the commitment to the full and effective implementation
of the programme" and also endorsed the conclusions and recommendations
contained in the report of the Intergovernmental Group on the Least Developed
Countries on the Mid-term Global Review of the SNPA,

Rec~lling a!§o the decision of the twenty-first ordinary session of
the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the Organization of African
Unity to adopt Africa's Priority Programme for Economic Recovery (APPER)
which was subsequently endorsed by the thirteenth special session of the
United Nations General Assembly in resolution S-13/2 of 1 June 1986 and
elaborated in the Untied Nations Programme of Action for African Economic
Recovery and Development, 1986-1990 (UN-PAAERD),

Qeepl;y s;oncerned that in spite of the major efforts at policy reform,
the pace of improvement in economic growth and development performance of
the African least developed countries has been modest largely as a consequence
of the long period of economic decline caused by inappropriate internal
economic policies, compounded by such exogenous factors as drought and
cyclones, collapse in world prices for primary commodities, considerable
deterioration in their terms of trade, protectionist measures of industrialized
countries, and mounting debt-service obligations,

Notinq the fact that the adoption of adjustment and stabilization
programmes supported by the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and/or the
International Development Association (IDA) has become a sine qua pop for
mobilizing international assistance in terms of financial flows and debt
relief and urgning member States, in the design of such programmes, to
incorporate policies aimed at correcting structural deficiencies which are
known to be the root cause of economic imbalance,

Noting a}./?o with, ~atisfgc,tion the enormous efforts made by the African
least developed countries to improve their economic and social conditions,
especially the painful austerity measures taken which were expected to lead
to adequate economic recovery as a foundation for sustained economic growth
and development,

1. Strppqly ur~es African least developed countries to intensify their
economic recovery efforts through the mobilization and efficient utilization
of domestic resources for the implementation of the United Nations Programme
of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development (1986-1990) which
would enhance the effective implementation of the Substantial New Programme
of Action;

2. Appeal~ to donors to provide increased and quick-disbursing balance­
of-payments support as well as commodity aid, programme aid, including sector
assistance and general import financing:

3. Rrouests that such balance-of-payments support in general must
not be used to exercise political pressure on the African least develop~d

countries and should not be dependent on acceptance by these countries, of
International Monetary Fund and/or the International Bank for Reconstruction
and Development (IBRD) structural adjustment and stabilization programmes
which involve social costs that hinder their basic aims, objectives and
priorities;
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4. Uraes IMF to undertake a fundamental review of the principles on
which its conditionality rests in such a way as to reflect the peculiar social,
economic and political problems of the least developed countries~

5. Fu;ther uraes IMF and the World Bank to provide an effective
mechanism in support of African least developed countries I currencies while
they implement structural adjustment and stabilization programmes ~ otherwise
these currencies will be subject to rapid exchange rate depreciation which
in turn will aggravate already acute inflationary pressures, reduce growth
and development in genera1~

6. Urg~~ organizations of the United Nations system and other relevant
international institutions, regional and subregional organizations to intensify
their efforts in mobilizing increased technical, financial and material
resources for the least developed countries in a concerted manner~

I

7. Reguest;? ECA, in collaboration with
resources on priority hasis for in-depth case
the overall impact of structural adjustment
in African least developed countries~

UNDP and UNCTAD, to provide
studies to be carried out on
and stabilization programmes

8. Further reauest~ the Executive Secretary to report on the
implementation of this resolution to the eighth meeting of the Conference
of Ministers of African Least Developed Countries and twenty-third session
of the Commission/fourteenth meeting of the ECA Conference of Ministers.

251st meetina,
24 AI;lrj.l, 1987.

596 (XXII). Rol~ of the bui1dipa construction sec~p~ in the. develoEm~~t

prpces~

Consip~fin~ that rural transformation based on sound regional and physical
planning is vital to the implementation of Africa's Priority Programme for
Economic Recovery, 1986-1990 (APPER), 21

Conscious of the rich experiences available in Africa and the need to
promote exchanges of these experiences among its member States,

Aware of the limited resources available for the development of member
States,

Recoanizin..s. that the building and construction sector plays a crucial
role in other sectors such as agriculture, industry, transport and
communications and in the provision of physical infrastructure in human
settlements,

V A/40/666.
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development requires
as well as community

effective human settlements
the pUblic and private sectors
level,

Recoonizinq also that
f 'd t'.. Me ... '''-

close co-operation between
participation at the local

!t.f-pggn.ir-ttlq f~,;.tl"\e5 that the development of the human settlements sector
requires the availability of trained human resources at all levels,

Noj;~r.f.!. the high priority given to training
set.tlements by Governments, ECA and UNCHS (HABITAT)
programmes,

in the field of human
in their respective work

Nott,n"g" also that the 1988-1989 dra'ft programme of work and priori ties
and the draft 1990-1995 medium-term plan of the Commission have been prepared
in collaboration with UNCHS (HABITAT) in order to ensure effective
co-ordination and harmonization of activities in the area of human settlements
in the region,

1. ~~~ to member States to give higher priority to physical
planni.ng, development and management of their human settlements;

2. Further ?Lmeals to member States to give special attention to the
creation of an appropriate environment for the homeless, the poor and the
disadvantaged groups to improve their own shelter and neighbourhoods;

3. Irnmeg~~telv ur.q~S

integrate physical planning
into national socio-economic

member States to take
and rural transformation
development planning;

necessary measures to
policies and programmes

4. R~g~~s~ ECA, in co-operation with UNCHS (HABITAT), Shelter-Afrique,
UNDP and the World Bank and other aid agencies to mobilize resources for
the provision of technical assistance, upon request. from member States in
the formulation and implementation of she1t:er and human settlements policies
and programmes;

5. Urqes member States to promote policies conducive to the development
of the construction sector along the following lines:

(a) Strengthening building materials
to train local technicians and artisans for
and implementation of rural transformation;

as well as its utilization and
the construction of infrastructure

(b) Revision of the buildir.g codes and standards in consonance with
the prevailing circumstances in member States:

(c) Promoting the
co-operatives as they
effects for all sectors

development of small-scale contractors and building
are labour-intensive enterprises producing multiplier
of the economy at low capital intensity;

(d) Developing of low-cost s01 utions for all
this could be done by the design and execution
establish clear precedents for large-scale projects;

building types and needs;
of pilot projects which

(e) Establishing and/or strengt.hening existing housing
institutions catering for the poorest section of the society;

finance
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6. ~Qmmend§. the Executive Secretary of ECA, the Executive Director
of UNCHS (HABITAT) and the Managing Director of Shelter-Afrique for their
efforts to formulate a major regional project designed to assist African
Governments in the development and production of indigenous building materials
to meet the immediate needs of low-cost shelter and infrastructure
construction;

7. Apoeals to Shelter-Afrique, UNDP and other aid agencies to give
favourable consideration to the provision of the necessary financial resources
for the effective implementation of the building and construction projects;

8. Uroes member States to
d nt"

of the poor and disadvantaged
neighbourhoods;

remove institutional barriers to the efforts
groups to improve their own shelter and

9. Recomm~rd~ that member States explicitly promote community
participation in human settlements planning, development and management and
adopt policies and programmes that would enable the people to fully participate
in meeting their own shelter and related needs;

10. R~91;;l.~ste the Executive Secretary of ECA in co-operation with the
Executive Director of UNCHS (HABITAT) to assist member States in promoting
human resources development to meet the requirements of urban and rural
settlements, iPt~r alia, through: (a) development of training materials;
(b) organization of training courses and workshops; (c) establishment of
networks of human settlements training institutions; (d) continuous assessment
and evaluation of human settlements training in Africa; and (e) mobilization
of resources and co-ordination of the programmes of various aid organizations
concerned with human settlements training in Africa;

11. Endors~p the 1988-1989 work programme and priori ties and the draft
1990-1995 medium-term plan of the Commission in the human settlements sector6
as proposed by the Executive Secretary.

.mli.t rneeti-.IJ.9:..,
f~.AQr~;J. ;L~~].

597 (XXII). Inte~ration of wqmeq in dev~IoEm~nt in Africa

C~nsig~;r;;i-n.s. the findings of the ECA ATRCW study on the United Nations
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women,

f2!Lsi9~rinq ~ the importance of planning women I s acti.vities within
the United Nations and through the medium-term plan to relate such planning
to women and development system-wide, among other things,

Recallinq resolution 579 (XXI) on women a.nd development adopted at its.
twelfth meeting,

Considering the new restrictions regarding the programme for the
integration of women in development in the UNDP Fourth Programming Cycle,

'II
~i

'Iii
Ii
'I!;
Iii
I
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S\iret'!sinq the need for UNDP to continue financing programmes for the
integration of women in development within the MULPOCs,

Tak,irs ngt€! of the recommendations made by the meetings of the subregional
Committees for the Integration of Women in Development,

Stressin£. the need for ECA and the regional and subregional machineries
for the integration of women in development to co-ordinate their activi ties
and consult each other,

B~!:lFinq i:p. ¥tin,d the recommendations contained in Africa I s Priority
Programme for Economic Recovery, 1986-1990.!.Q/ and the United Nations Programme
of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development, 1986-1990 11/ in
whose implementation women have an important role to play,

1. ReC01,TIIl1e.pds to those States which have not yet done so, to sign,
ratify and implement the United Nations Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination against Women, in particular those parts which
have to do with education, employment, political and economic activities;
at the same time, women themselves are urged to co-operate with their
governments in publicizing the Convention and including it in educational
programmesi

2. Recortrol~p,~ls£ to take note of the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
and endorse the recommendations of that study;

study on the United Nations
Discrimination against Women

3. Supports the planning of activities for the integration of women
in development taking place within the United Nations system;

4. Appea).s to member States of the Governing Council of UNDP to do
all in their power to ensure that the UNDP continues its support to the women's
programmes in the MULPOCs and to the Africa Regional Co-ordinating Coromittee
for the Integration of Women in Development through the Fourth Programming
Cycle;

5. Appea1.E- also to African States, working in conjunction with the

Executive Secretary of ECA, to approach bilateral, African and non-African
governmental ~nd non-governmental organizatio~s to provide funds for the
implementation and follow up of the priority SUbregional programmes deriving
from the Arusha and Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement
of Women by contribution in cash or in kind at the Pledging Conference of
the United Nations Trust Fund for African Development;

6. Ca lIs upon African States to support the participation of their
delegations to meetings of the Subregional Committees and those of the Africa
Regional Co-ordinating Committee so as to consolidate the gains of the
SUbregional and regional programmes of ECA,

10/ A/40/666.

11/ A/S-13/2, annex.
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7. C~lls also uRon African Governments as well as international
institutions to include the issue of the integration of women in development
in the national priorities set within the context of Africa's Priority
Programme for Economic Recovery and the United Nations Programme of Action
for African Economic Recovery and Developmellt;

8. Reouest.§. the Secretary-General of the United Nations to lift the
freeze on the posts of women expe~ts responsible for implementing the work
programme of regional and subregi.onal machineries for the integration of
women in development and have such experts recruited on ECA regular budget
posts;

9. R,eauests als£ the Executive Secretary to adopt or modify all projects
related to the integration of women in development in consultation and co­
ordination with the meeting of plenipotentiaries as well as the Council of
Ministers meetings of the MULPOCs and the Africa Regional Co-ordinating
Committee.

251st..m~etina,
24 April 1987,.

,I'

598 (XXII). Ipterngti,pnfll II)obilization at f?-napcial .. atlq
r~~9prces for food gnd a~ric~lture.f~ Af~ica

The CQnfer~n~e of Ministers,

technoloqical. .

Deeplv conc~rned with the critical food and agriculture situation in
Africa in the past two decades as evidenced by the drastic decline in self­
reliance in food,

Aware, however, of the improvement in the food situation in some countries
in the last two years which has been dual pragmatic policies and to improvement
in weather conditions in these countries,

Convinced of the
.. _ b '"

through strengthening
sector,

need to rehabilitate
the foundation for a

African agriculture, especially
solid development of the food

~.!.n£ the success in food production achieved by some countries and
wishing this trend to proceed towards the total elimination of hunger from
the African continent as soon as possible,

Recalling Africa's Priority Programme for Economic Recovery, 1986-1990 111
adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the Organization
of African Unity at its twenty-first ordinary session, which accords high
priority to the food and agriculture sector, 1JI

12/ A/40/666

11/ Morocco expressed reservation on the fifth paragraph of the preamble
of this resolution.
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Rec,a+'lj.!lg"a!~R. the United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic
Recovery· and Development adopted in May 1986 by the United Nations special
session on the African economic crisis,

:B.,!3£.9SH'li zinq turt;h~r the critical financial gap which seriously hinders
the growth of the agricultural sector in Africa,

Recpqniz~n~ ~l§p that the technological gap in Africa has a direct
relationship with declining agricultural productivity, which is aggravated
by natural factors such as drought, desertification, flood and cyclones,

~ecogniz~n~ furthp,F the
training in the development
agricultural sector in Africa,

role of agricultural research and
of appropriate technology for the

scientific
food and

A~are of the fact that some modest breakthroughs achieved in agricultural
research in some parts of Africa have not been widely publicized for the
information and necessary action of other African countries,

Haviflq
Mobilization
in Africa,

90PMsid!3re§ the report of the secretariat on the International
of finaucial and technological resources for food and agriculture

!'J,oti;nq with s?ti~fact,i.on the decision of the General Assembly by its
resolution 38/198 of 20 December 1983 to designate the year 1991 as the
International Year for the Mobilization of Financial and Technological
Resources to Increase Food and Agricultural Production in Africa bearing
in mind the relevant criteria set forth in the annex to Economic and Social
Council resolution 1980/67 of 25 July 1980,.

1. Takes not~ of the report;

2. R~affirms the individual and collective
Governments to the full implementation of Africa's
Economic Recovery, 1986-1990 which focuses on food and

commitment of African
Priority Programme for

agriculture;-!il

3. ReafFir~p. also the collective commitment to the United Nations
Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development, 1986-1990,
which also focuses on food and agriculture;

4. Urge§ member States to continue to translate into concrete programmes
and projects the recommendations on food and agriculture contained in the
Priority Programme and the United Nations Programme of Action and especially
to:

(a) Increase the share of public expenditure allocated to agriculture
to attain a target of 20-25 per cent of aggregate public investment by the
year 1989 where this has not already been done~

14/ Morocco expressed reservation on operative paragraph 2 of this
resolution.
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(b) Intensify efforts in agricultural research and training with a
view to developing appropriate technology for food and agriculture in Africa
and in this regard, allocate on a sustained basis between 10 and 20 per cent
of the total public expenditure to agriculture, agricultural development
research training and extension~

,I""

(c) Publicize in
informa'tion regarding
parts of Africa for
international research

the scientific literature and other relevant media,
research breakthroughs in their countries or other

the interest of member countries and sUbregional and
organizations;

5. Uraes national, subregional and regional agricultural research
institutes to co-ordinate their activities and to co-operate with each other
in the exchange of information regarding their research activities;

7. Cal).;? ,..2.!l the International Community to give
aid programme to the agriculture sector in Africa
agricultural research and technology development;

6.
the Food
necessary
national,

R~gue8t:~ the Economic Commission for Africa in collaboration with
and AgricUlture organization of the United Nations to take all
measures to facilitate and ensure effective co-operation among

subregional and international research institutions in Africa~

high priority in their
and in particular to

8. Urqes the Secretary-General to put forward concrete proposals to
the General Assembly which would ensure the success of the International
Year for Africa and effectively mobilize the necessary financial and
technological resources to increase food and agricultural production in Africa.

251s-t; ..mg~tinq,
21 AEr;i.,l 1987.

599 (XXII). ~nvenirg of a meetinq of. Afriq?~ eXQerts prior to th~ D!plomat~c

ConJ€!rence 1£-.- review t~e UUi;t;~d.ratiqtas,. £Qnveotion. 91} . CI; GQ?!!~

gf C9np,l1,gt for Liner Conference;.s

Tpe ~opferepce ~f Ministers,

CpnsiderinR the important contribution made by foreign trade to the
development of Africa~ countries,

p~~iro~s of ensuring an increase in this foreign trade,

Conscio~s of th~ M(a9~ that almost 90 per cent of the value of this trade
is effected through maritime transport,

Takina into account the fact that from 1980 till now, African countries
control oniy 1 - per ce~t of the world maritime tonnage, whereas the ideal
percentage accordin~ to a realistic interpretation of the objectives of the
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United Nations International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations
Development Decade .l§/ (1981-1990) is 3.92 per cent, 1§/

Ngtinq on the one hand that liner shipping absorbs the bulk of maritime
traffic of value to African countries, and on the other hand, that the
efficiency of maritime services in Africa has been severely affected by the
abusive practices of foreign monopolies which still control of good part
of this transport subsector,

NQtinq also wi~h s~t~at~ction that since 1974 the international community
has requJ,ated alma,st. i!;11 maritime liner services with a view to eliminating
its numerous abusive conference practices and has made it possible for
developing countries, desirous of establishing a merchant liner fleet, to
secure a reasonable proportion of this traffic for their shipping companies,

Aware of Africa's interest in this agreement in which 28 African countries
are contracting parties,

Bearinq ip m~nd the fact that the Code of Conduct of Maritime C~nferences,

as an instrument for ending these conference practices, is in fact likely
to lose its real significance on account of the radical differences of
interpretation observed in its implemen'tation among developed and
underdeveloped countries in terms of maritime se~vices,

~ware that the weakening of the Code is detrimental to African interests
in this sector,

Desirous on the one hand to safeguard African solidarity during the
next Diplomatic Conference to review this international agreement which is
scheduled to take place towards the end of 1988; ana on the other hand to
ensure that the revised instrument includes, inte~ ~lia, an African dimension,

1. Requests the Executive Secretary in collaboration with the Secretary­
General of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, the
Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity, the Secretary-General
of the Ministerial Conference of West and Central African States on Maritime
Transport and the Secretary-General of the Intergovernmental Standing Committee
on Shipping, and other interested organizations to organize, early in 1988,
an intergovernmental meeting of African experts, prior to the Diplomatic
Conference to revj ew the Code scheduled for 1989 and to present a report
on the meeting to the next session of the Conference of Ministers;

2. Invites Member States to actively participate at the highest possible
level in the preparatory meeting.

251st meetina,
~.i Aeril 1987.

15/ General Assembly resolution 35/56 of 24 October 1980, annex.

!21 ECA's estimate.
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600 (XXII). Information systems develogment in ~fric~

The Confer~nce of Ministers,

Recallina its resolution 359 (XIV) of 27 March 1979 on the establishment
of a Data Bank,

Recallina also its resolution 366 (XV) of 12 April 1980 on the Pan-African
Documentation and Information System (PADIS),

Notina the importance for member States of the need to generate
comparative data and information on economic recovery and development for
the implementation of the United Nations Programme of Action for African
Economic Recovery and Development, 1986-1990, 111

Recoanizinq the ever-pressing need for member States to have immediate
access to national and comparative data and information on economic and social
development for planning and decision-making,

Coqnizant of the problems hindering the efficient organization and
delivery of information services at national, subregional and regional levels,

Recognizing that incompatible information collection and classification
methods and poor communications mechanisms have hampered inter-country exchange
of development information and experience,

Notinq the recommendation of the PADIS Regional Technical Committee
concerning a study on the adaptation of PADIS to changing realities,

of
and

Notin;q also wi th sati;?f~ction

subregional documentation and
Southern and North Africa,

the steps taken towards the establishment
information centres in Central, Eastern

Notipq furth~r with ~atisfaction the progress made in the implementation
of the PADIS programme,

L
Technical
PADIS work
therein;

Adogts the report of the third meeting of the PADIS Regional
Committee and takes note of its recommendations as well as the
plan for 1987-1988 and strategies for the period 1987-1991 contained

2. Calls upon the Government
to intensify their efforts to launch
Documentation and Information System;

of the Niger and the ECA secretariat
as soon as possible the West African

3. Expresses its aP12reciation to the United Nations
Programme and the International Development Research Centre of
their continued support of PADIS as it enters its third phase;

Development
Canada ·for

4. Commends the continuously evolving co-operation between ECA/PADIS
and UNESCO/PGI in assisting African member States in the areas of documentation
and information, particularly the programme being developed in the context
of the UNDP Fourth Programming Cycle;

12/ A/S-13/2, annex.
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5. Coooen,l.!§. ~)so Zaire and Zambia for their financial contributions
to the development of the PADIS system and network, in particular, to the
establishment of the Central African Documentation and Information System
(CADIS) and the Eas'tern and Southern African Documentation and Information
System (ESADIS) respectively;

6. Calls uEQn member States
PADIS in their pledging to the
Development;

and the international community to include
United Nations Trust Fund for African

7. Call~ uQ~n PADIS to continue its ongoing activities in systems
and network development and to extend its activi ties to the development of
advisory services in information systems development and policy, innovative
user services, training in information systems, promotion of horizontal co­
operation in information exchange in the region, provision of access to its
data bases for African member States and undertaking research on improved
methodologies for statistical and non-numerical data base development;

8. ReQuests the specialized agencies of the United Nations system
to intensify their support to PADIS, particularly by making available the
data bases and information products they generate to allow for wider
dissemination in the region;

9. ReQuests a;Ls,o the Executive Secretary to assist member States in
this vital area by taking the necessary measures to make information systems
development and user services as part of the activities to be financed from
the regular budget of the United Nations, beginning with the Medium-term
Plan for the period 1990-1995;

10. ReQuests further that the Executive Secretary should explore ways
and means of including more technical co-operation activities on information
systems development in the ECA work programme and budget for 1988-1989;

11. Lu~ther reguests
made in the implementation
of the Commission.

the Executive Secretary to
of thi s resol ution to the

report on progress
twenty-third session

251st meetina,
24 Anril 19_87,.

601 (XXII). The African s09ial situation

The Conference of Minist~rs,

Recallina its resolution 423 (XVI) of 10 April 1981 on the social
implications of the Lagos Plan of Action and the measures annexed thereto,

Bea~ina in mind the recommendations
Conference of African Ministers of Social
Ethiopia, on 25 and 26 March 1985,

of the fourth
Affairs held

meeting
at Addis

of the
Ababa,

Notina wi th c~mcern that the recent economic cr i sis in the
had severe social consequences, with millions of the African
suffering from displacement, famine, starvation and death,

region has
populations
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the African populations live in rural areas
still not succeeded in eliminating poverty

Recallinq General Assembly resolution 40/99 of 13 December 1985 on popular
participation as an important factor in development and in the full realization
of all human rights,

Convinced that economic- -simUltaneously with the social
justice for all population
disadvantaged groups,

recovery and growth must be achieved
objectives of equity, participation and social

groups, especially youth, women and any

Concerned that many social development and social welfare programmes
have been marginal and not received the necessary priority and resources,

1. Calls ~Qon member States to give high priority in their national
development plans, to social development policies and programmes;

2. Ur~, all member states to promote popular participation in the
development process;

3. Inv~tes member States
regional and international levels
development, implementation and
projects and activities:

and relevant development agencies at the
to accord higher priority to the formulation,
evaluation of integrated rural development

4. Emph?siz~~ the importance of making analyses of, and exchanging
information on, the social impact of the recent economic crisis in order
to formulate and implement policy measures in the fields of employment,
education, health, nutrition, housing facilities, crime prevention, the well­
being of children, equal opportunities for the disabled and the aged, refugee
and displaced persons, full participation of youth in the development process
and the full integration and participation of women in development;

5. Urqes all contracting member States to honour their
to the African Centre for Applied Research and Training in Social
(ACARTSOD), the only regional centre concerned with social
problems, and appeals to African Governments which are not yet
accede to the agreement establishing the Centre;

commitments
Development
development
members to

6. Requests the Executive Secretary to provide member States with
the necessary support in the formulation of their programmes for the social
development of Africa:

7. Requests also the Executive Secretary to report to the Conference
of Ministers every year on the African social situation and the support ECA
has provided to interested countries on the design of their programmes on
social d~velopment.

251st meeting,
24 Apri.!. 1987.
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602 (XXII). Dev~!opment of cartoqraehy and remote sensinq se!vices in Africa

~p~ Conference of Mini~ters,

Havinq
Cartographic
1986 and the

cons~dered the report of the sixth United Nations Regional
Conference for Africa, held in Addis Ababa from 10 to 17 November
resolutions contained therein,

~indful of the close affinity between cartography and remote sensing
and the need for their integration and strengthening in order that the composite
discipl ines may be in the position to provide member States with essential
geographic information, scientific data and maps needed for the development
of their national economies,

Noting that there is great need to increase awareness of cartography
and remote sensing as tools for the development of natural resources, control
of desertification and protection of the environment so as to contribute
valuable inputs into the measures for the rapid implementation of the Lagos
Plan of Action a.nd the Final Act of Lagos as well as Africa I s Priority Programme
for Economic Recovery (APPER) and the United Natlons Programme of Action for
African Economic Recovery and Development (UN-PAAERD),

Bearinq in mind that United Nations Regional Cartographic Conferences
for Africa provide the unique forum for discussing modern trends in the
development of cartography and remote sensing for the rapid production of
information and data for economic planning, and offer an invaluable opportunity
for the exchange and cross-fertilization of ideas between African experts
on the one hand and between them and t,eir foreign counterparts on the other,

1. Enqorse~the report of the sixth United Nations Regional Cartographic
Conference for Africa and the resolutions contained therein;

2. Reg~~sts the Executive Secretary to convene the seventh United Nations
Regional Cartographic Conference for Africa in 1989;

3. Reguests the Executive Secretary to take appropriate measures towards
the effective establishment of the African organization for cartography and
remote sensing on the basis of the agreement reached between the African Remote
Sensing Council and the African Association of Cartography at their joint
meeting held in Kinshasa, Zaire, from 9 to 14 March 1987 and to submit a
progress report to the Conference at its fourteenth meeting in 1988;

4. Urqes the Executive Secretary to continue to sustain his efforts
towards:

(a) Better co-ordination of institutional cartographic and remote sensing
activities in so far as they concern the attainment of standardized
specifications for topographical maps in Africa and the establishment of a
common geodetic datum for Africa;

(b) Supporting Africa I s regional efforts to establish an African
Standardization Gravity Net (ASGN) and a common geodetic datum for Africa;

(c) Taking measures to promote the science and technology of cartography
and remote sensing through the organization of seminars and workshops on topics
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relevant to Africa's economic development for the dissemination of information
on the region's activities in these fields to the member States;

5. grges all member States to apply the Standardized Specifications
for Africa (SSA) as endorsed by the sixth United Nations Regional Cartographic
Conference for Africa and to ensure that topographical maps series at the
scale of 1: 50, 000 published for their territories after 1988 conform to the
BSA specification.

25lst meetinq,
24 April 1987.

,I
~

603 (XXII). Monitoring the imelementatio~ of tpe Unit~d

0t ~tion for A,frican .§conomic Recovsry and
.!22.Q. W find l}frica' s, ,Priority Proq#amm~ for
~986-1990 l2/ 1Q/

Nations Proqrarnme
Dev~lopment•. 198~-

E$=onQW!Q • ~~coY!i!ry •

ThS Conference of Ministers,

Recall~ng General Assembly resolution 5-13/2 of 1 June 1986 on the United
Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development,
1986-1990 (UN-PAAERD) in which, iBter ~1!~, all Governments are urged to take
effective action for the rapid and full implementation of the Programme and
the United Nations Secretary-General was requested to monitor the implementation
process,

Recalling, al;3o its resolution E8-2/4 of 15 October 1986 on the review
and assessment of the Special Session of the United Nations General Assembly
on the Critical Economic Situation in Africa, operative paragraph 11 of which
requests the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa to
submit periodic reports to the Conference of Ministers on the status of and
progress in the implementation of UN-PMERD and Africa J s Priority Programme
for Economic Recovery, 1986-1990 (APPER),

No!in~ with appre9iat.!9n that a majority of member States have completed
the ECA 1986 questionnaire on the implementation of UN-PAAERD and APPER,

Hp,ving c,onsidered. with satist;act;ion the results of ECA I S preliminary
survey on the implementation of UN-PAAERD and APPER,

Notinq with satisfaction that appreciable progress has been made by member
States in the implementation of UN-PAAERD and APPER,

Convinced of the need to update the information contained in the 1986
Survey on a yearly basis, including additional information on the impact of

~ A/S-13/2, annex.

19/ A/40/666.

20/ Morocco expressed reservation on this resolution.
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the various policy measures and reforms that have been adopted, and also of
the need for member States to improve the flow of information, quantitatively
as well as qualitatively, for monitoring their implementation of the UN-PAAERD
and APPER,

1. Expresses i;t:!ll aI1J?rec:t~j;iQn to the Executive Secretary of the
Commission and his staff for the commendable effort in preparing a preliminary
survey on the implementation of UN-PAAERD and APPERi

2. ?tronqlv U!q~s member States that have not completed the 1986
questionnaire to do so as soon as possible, in any case not later than 15
May 1987, to enable the revised survey to serve as one of the inputs for the
draft 1987 report of the United Nations Secretary-General to the forty-second
session of the General Assembly on the implementation of the UN-PAAERD, as
called for in resolution 8-13/2 of 1 June 1986:

3. Invite,§. member States to create and/or strengthen the mechanisms
for the collection, processing, analysis and dissemination of all information
required for the monitoring of UN-PAAERD and APPER:

4. Urqes member States to complete the questionnaire to be sent out
by ECA in 1987 and subsequent years on the implementation of UN-PAAERD and
APPER by the stated deadlines;

5.
States
plans:

Calls upon the Executive Secretary of the Commission to assist member
to improve the flow of information for monitoring their development

6. Requests the Executive Secretary to prepare a more comprehensive
report on the implementation of UN-PAAERD and APPER in 1987 including an
assessment of the contribution of the international community and submit it
to the twenty-third session of the Commission and fourteenth meeting of the
Conference of Ministersi

7. Reguests furth~F the Administrator of UNDP to provide resources
to the ECA secretariat to strengthen the secretariat I s capacity to monitor
the implementation of UN-PAAERD and APPER at the national, sUbregional and
regional levels.

251st meetinq,
24 April 1~8,7.

604 (XXII). United NatJon~ ~ransport and Co~unica~ions D~cade in Afr~ca 11/

The Conference of Ministe~,

Recallinq its resolution 291 (XIII) of 29 February 1977, Economic and
Social Council resolution 2097 (LXIII) of 29 July 1977 and General Assembly
resolution 32/160 of 19 December 1977 proclaiming the United Nations Transport
and Communications Decade in Africa,

£~ Morocco expressed reservation on this resolution.
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1. Reaffirms its resolution 563 (XXI) of 19 April 1986 on the united
Nations Tr~nsport' ~nd Communications Decade in Africa;

?\ppn,;;ciati,,~<J. the efforts made by the Executive Secretary in mobilizing
resources and securing international assistance for implementing the second
phase Decade programme,

of the financial burden on African countries in maintaining
Bureaux and particularly for many countries belonging to more than
and therefore subject to mUltiple contributions,

Aware.-
individual
one Bureau

2. Notes with satisfaction the actions taken by the Executive secretary
in response to its· res'olution 563 (XXI) of 19 April 1986 and Economic and
Social Council reso1ut~on 1986/62 of 20 July 1986;

Conv~~cg~ that a single Bureau would adequately serve the needs of African
countries in intensifying and consolidating the efforts already made towards
the rapid development of the trans-African highway network at a very low cost
compared with individual Bureau for each Trans-African Highway Authority,

Ref.~J;;r;j..ng also to the report W of the Secretary-General of the Oni ted
Nations on the Transport and Communi<.,;ations Decade in Africa submitted to
the Economic and Social Council at its second regular session of 1986 and
to the General Assembly at its forty-first session,

Takinq not~ of the progress report 1lI on the implementation of the second
phase Decade programme, the report W of the fifth meeting of the Conference
of African Ministers of Transport, Communications and Planning referring to
the rep0rt ~ of the first combined meeting of the Trans-African Highway
Authori ties and especially its resolution requesting the reactivation of the
Trans-African Highways Bureau of the Economic Commission for Africa,

Referring, to its resolution 563 (XXI) of 19 April 1986 by which the
Secretary-General was requested to provide the Economic Commission for Africa
with resources to enable it to organize co-financing meetings and carry out
an in-depth evaluation of the Transport and Communications Decade programme,

Recallinq" alsg Economic and Social Council resolution 1986/62 of
22 July 1986 on the United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in
Africa which, !nter aUg., endorsed the resolutions adopted by the Conference
of African Ministers of Transport, Conununications and Planning at its fifth
meeting held on 11 March 1986 at Harare, Zimbabwe,

3. Ylelcomep the role played by the Inter-Agency Co-ordinating Committee
for the United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa, under
the Economic Commission for Africa as "lead agency", in co-ordinating the
activities towards the attainment of the Decade objectives~

W A/41/382; E/'1986/99.

l2/ E/ECA/CM.13/23.

211 E/ECA/CM.12/43.

25/ E/ECA/TRANS/42.

------------_.....~
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4. Appreyiates the continued financial support which the General Assembly
has provided for the activities of the Decade;

5. Expr~sses its, apprec~atiqn to the Administrator of the United Nations
Development Programme for his steadfast support of the Decade through the
financing of the Decade Co-ordination Unit and other Decade activities and
requests him to continue this support through the termination and
post-evaluation of the programme;

6. ThaJIk!. donor countries and financing institutions for the financial
and technical assistance they have provided for the implementation of the
Decade programme, and urges them to continue and intensify their support for
the Decade programme to its successful termination in 1988;

7. Regues.1§. the Executive Secretary to urgently reactivate the Trans-
African Highways Bureau in ECA and to provide it with the necessary office
space, basic equipment and technical support for its smooth and efficient
functioning;

8. Requests also UNDP to provide financial assistance during its Fourth
Programming Cycle for the establishment and operation of the Bureau;

9. ~eguest;s furth~r the Executive Secretary to intensify his efforts
in the implementation of the Decade programme as it comes to an end in 1988,
to ensure the implementation of the activities referred to above, and to submit
a report on the progress in the implementation of the second phase Decade
programme and the implementation of this resolution to the fourteenth meeting
of this Conference.

251~t meetilJ.q,
24 AE.rj.~N 1281.

605 (XXII). Data. nee,!is i~ the. j::qn.te,xt 9£ the assessment of social,. illlI2.act
of s~ructural ad;ustment program~es in. AfrLca

The Conference of Ministers,

Noting the efforts of a growing number of African countries to bring
about structural adjustment of their economies through a variety of policy
measures, development programmes, and institutional programmes,

Copsidering that the above-mentioned activities have oignificant social
implications, both short and long term, particularly in terms of their impact
on the income levels and living conditions of different sections of the
population, especially the poor,

Convinced that in order to monitor and assess the social impact of
structural adjustment and to design and implement complementary prog~ammes

aimed at alleviating poverty, it is necessary to generate a continuing flow
of int<:!grated demographic and socio-economic data which will enable a
comprehensive study of the living conditions of different sections of the
population and the changes over time in those conditions,

Recallinq that the African Household Survey Capability Programme (AHSCP)
is designed to help member States to obtain, through a systematic programme
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of household surveys and in con junction with data from censuses and
adrninistrative records, integrated statistical data req4ired for formulating I

implementing and monitoring development plans, policies and administration
as well as building national household survey capabilities,

Noting that
and have already
data and that many

a number of African countries are participating in AHSCP
generated a wide range of demographic and socio-economic
more countries intend to participate in AHSCP,

Recallin~ its resolution 430 (XVII) of April 1982 on the African Household
Survey Capability Programme which emphasized the importance of AHSCP and the
need to give it high priority by member States as means of improving their
statistical data base,

7'...C!-l$l,ug note of the World Bank proposal on the assessment of the social
dimensions of structural adjustment, using a detailed household surveys
programme entitled Living Standards Measurement Study (LSMS),

Convinced of the necessity of ensuring a proper co-ordination in the
household surveys programme undertaken in the African region in order to avoid
duplication of efforts and to promote an optimal use of the scarce resources
available,

1. Calls uQo~ member States to take maximum advantage of AHSCP as means
of meeting their data needs for assessing the social implications of structural
adjustment programmes and where necessary strengthen AHSCP activities for
this purpose, especially by expediting, processing and analysing the survey
results;

2. Qrcres the international agencies to make use of AHSCP framework
as a tool for developing the information systems in African countries for
the purpose of monitoring and evaluation of their development activities;

3. ~ecruest§. the Executive Secretary, in collaboration with the heads
of the United Nations Development Programme, the World Bank and the United
Nations Children I s Fund to convene, as soon as possible, a regional meeting
of African experts to discuss an overall plan, including AHSCP, for meeting
the emerging data needs of the African countries in the context of the
assessment of the social dimensions of structural adjustment.

25lst meeti.ng,
24. April 19137.

606 (XXII). Sueport to the Afri~an reqignal ,r;!.yer find lakE!.. basAr orqaQ.i z?tions

The Conference of ,Minister;>,

Recalling its resolution ES-2/l of 16 October 1986 which requests the
Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme and the Executive
Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa to continue their close co­
operation in all activities concerning the preparation, formulation and
implementation of the Fourth Programming Cycle for Africa,

R~calfipcr further its resolution ES-2/7 of 16 October 1986 which requests
the United Nations Development Programme to give technical and financial
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assistance to African regional and subregional economic integration
organizations and to give priority to projects and programmes submitted by
the latter in so far as they reflect the priority needs of the member States,
in accordance with the United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic
Recovery and Development, 1986-1990, 12! and Africa I s Priority Programme for
Economic Recovery, 1986-1990. 11I

Considerinq the fact that the regional
are suitable vehicles for promoting and
in their various sUbregions,

river and lake basin organizations
accelerating economic integration

1. Takes note of the ECA report on river basin development in Africa, £[I

2. ~equests the Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme
to consider further assistance to the existing river and lake basin
organizations during the Fourth Programming Cycle and to consider extending
such assistance to the creation of new viable regional river and lake basin
organizations to further the process of economic integration in Africa;

3.
studies
on such

R~qu~~ts

only after
a study;

alsq UNDP and ECA to
receiving the consent,

embark upon river basin development
in principle, of all co-basin States

4. .r.2.r.1:h,~r :F!~9ue;;;ts the Administrator of the United Nations Development
Programme to provide to the Economic Commission for Africa the necessary
financial resources to enable it to assist in:

(a) The strengthening of existing, and creation of new viable river/lake
basin organizations;

(b) The development of programmes and in the monitor ing of the
implementation of the activities of the organizations;

5. Urqys member States within these river/lake basins to support such
organizations both financially, materially and politically in order to ensure
their success and effectiveness with regard to their efficient implementation
of programmes and their other functions as centres for the planning, development
and co-ordination of multi-sectoral activities in the subregions;

6. Requests the Executive Secretary of ECA and the Administrator of
UNDP to ensure that prior consultations are undertaken with the basin States
concerned before embarking on new initiatives and studies connected with river
and lake basin development.

25lg"t. meetinq r

21. Apri;I. .1987.

~I A/S-11/2, annex.

271 A/40/666.

~/ E/ECA/CM.13/l4.
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607 (XXII). Request for aS13istance sUbmitte~ l?~ t\1Et j;Ji9.~H; C2rl;.,thg.. Qr;QQ,!!;hAi~!;;i,2.~,
Q! ~ semina:[.on arass-root.. 4evelp12ment

~h?, Confer~nce 9f Minis~gr~,

CQns-\der;;inq that economic and social progress in African States depends
on endogenous and self-sustained development,

Cpp.vince,p that there can be no endogenous and self-sustained development
without the participation of the population,

access to basic grass-root development is becoming
or compromised due to the current crlS1S affecting

countries in general and that of 'the least: developed

Convinced also that
rlp' '. ~

increasingly difficult,
the economy of African
countrie~ in particular,

Consciou€, of the role that basic communities play and continue to play
in the field of agriculture and food production with a view to reducing the
effects of this crisis,

l.
countries
regarding
Recovery,
of Action

Expressf!§' satis;factiop at the interest and priority that African
show and give to the rural community due to its crucial importance
the implementation of Africa's Priority Programme for Economic

1986-1990, and the achievement of the objectives of the Lagos Plan
and the Final Act of Lagos;

2. Requests the
~~

DAO Secretary-General,
representatives to the
to take place from 8 to

Executive Secretary, in close collaboration with the
to encourage African countries to send competent

forthcoming seminar on grass-root development scheduled
13 june 1987 in Niamey, the Republic of the Niger; l2I

3. Further _regU;lgs,;!:§. the Executive Secretary of ECA to provide financial
and technical assistance to the organizing committee in order to make it
possible for it to organize this seminar.

251st m~etina,

24, April 12.~1.

608 (XXII). Culture, and 4evelopment

rhe Conferenp~ of, Minister?,

StL~s8ina the importance of culture in development,

~~callina the conclusions of various African and international meetings

on the cultural aspects of development,

R@,affirmina the terms of the declaration on the cultural aspects

the Lagos Plan of Action,

of

29/ Morocco
resolution.

expressed reservation on operative paragraph 2 of this
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Convinces that culture should be promoted as one of the key aspects
of development,

CQnfid~nt that it is necessary and urgent to include social and cultural
factors in development strategies and plans,

Eauallv conf!,9!t!Ui, that the standard of living and social development
of people could be improved among other things by developing their creativity
and participation in the various aspects of devel~pment,

Havine !tsard the report presented by the DAU General Secretariat on
culture and development, ]QI

1. WelcQmes both the establishment in April 1986 in Port Louis,
Mauritius, of the Conference of African Ministers of Culture and the
Conference's objectives as well as the offer of the Government of Burkina
Faso to host the second meeting of the Conference in 1988;

2. F;yrth,e:lij: w~lcome? the proclamation by the General Assembly of the
United Nations of a World Cultural Development Decade (1988-1997) under the
auspices of the United Nations and UNESCO;

3. Invites member States:, .

(a) To reflect the needs, potential and social and cultural status
of the people concerned when designing and implementing development programmes
and projects;

(b) To take appropriate steps to provide information and publicity
on the role of culture in development;

(c) To adapt the process of development
elements and to safeguard fundamental cultural
and social justice;

to positive socio-cultural
values that promote equity

(d) To encourage cultural exchanges and co-operation among themselves;

4. ReQu~sts the Executive Secretary in collaboration with the Secretary­
General of DAU and the Director-General of UNESCO to formulate specific
activities focu3ing on the role of culture in developm~nt.-ll/

25;tst meetino,
24 April ,1987.

12./ Morocco expressed .reservation on paragraph 7 of the preamble of
this resolution.

11:/ Morocco expressed reservation on operative paragraph 4 of this
resolution.
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609 (XXII). The United ..Nation§. .Africatl .. !.nstitpte for .t.re Pli$vW1t.ion of Crime
and the Treatme~t.o'.Qf£~nders (UNAFRI)

The Conference of Minist;~tg"

Recallipq the numerous resolutions since 1975 adopted by the United
Nations General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council, calling upon
the United Nations Secretary-General to establish an African Institute for
the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, and requesting the
united Nations Development Progr~mme to provide the necessary financial
resources to assist the Institute in effectively discharging its duties to
member States,

Recallinq furth~F resolution 392 (XV) of April 1980, which requested
the Executive Secretary of ECA, in consultation with the relevant international
and regional organizations, to take the appropriate steps to establish a
United Nations regional institute for the prevention of crime and the treatment
of offenders in the region,

Alsq,recallinq resolution 4 adopted by the seventh United Nations Congress
on Crime Prevention and the Treatment of Offenders, which urgently requested
the Secretary-General of the United Nations to consider the establishment
of an African Regional Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment
of Offenders as a matter of highest priority,

Con~r~ea about the escalation of crime, violence and juvenile delinquency
in African countries, and particularly the new dimensions of criminality
which threaten to nullify developmental efforts and economic and social gains
hard-won by African countries,

L Takes note, of the efforts made by the United Nations Secretary­
General and the ECA Executive Secretary which, in December 1986, culminated
in the establishment of the United Nations African Institute for the Prevention
of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders in Africa, which is temporarily located
in the ECA secretariat, and the launching of its initial phase of operation:

2. EXQregS~9 its profound gratitude to the United Nations Development
Programme for financing the preparatory activities and initial phase of the
Institute, and appeals to UNDP and other United Nations financing agencies
to continue providing the Institute with the necessary financial support
during its first five years of operation, in line with established practices
as regards the other similar institutes in other developing regions of the
world:

3. Rgaft:Jrms the importance and the role the Institute is called upon
to play in assisting member States in assessing criminality trends in the
region and their impacts on national development, in the formulation of
policies and programmes for the prevention of crime and the treatment of
offenders, in the promotion of criminal justice reforms in the context of
development and in encouraging technical co-operation among African countries
in the field of crime prevention and criminal justice;

4. Urqeptly falls uaop governments of member
offering host facilities for the Institute to indicate
to enable the Institute to move to its permanent site;

States interested in
their interest soonest
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5. Alimea!.s, to governments of member States to contribute financially
to the Institute i.n order to enable it to carry out its programme of
activities, and to co-operate fully in promot:ing its objectives;

6. Reques£;. the ECA secretariat to fully collaborate with the
Organization of African Unity and other United Nations agencies in the
promotion of the objectives of the Institute and in the mobilization of the
necessary resources so that member States could obtain the maximum benefit
from the Institute;

7. Appe~ls to governments, non-governmental and international
organizations outside the region, to co-operate fully with the Institute
and provide technical and financial support to its activi ties to enable it
to effectively achieve its objectives, in the spirit of international co­
operation, in accordance with the Milan Plan of Action and the guiding
principles for crime prevention and criminal justice in the context of
development and the New International Economic Order;

8. g~C1uests the Executive Secretary of the United Nati,:,ns Economic
Commission for Africa to submit a report to the Conference of Ministers at
its fourteenth meeting on the implementation of ·this resolution.

f.?}..;i.1;, m~eting,
2~ Aeri1 lQ§].

610 (XXII). Develonment at teleQommun~cations

Th@ Conference <;>f,Mj.p:jste:r;s,

~avinq pot~d the UNTACDA progress report 11V on the second phase programme
as well as the complementary oral report on the African Telecommunications
Development Conference held in Tunis, i.n January 1987, W

R~c,allina resolution ECA/UNTACDA/Res .86/64 of the Conference of African
Ministers of Transport, Communications and Planning on telecommunications
for socio-economic development which invited the PANAFTEL Co-ordinating
Committee to convene the conference of African telecommunications
administrations to follow up, ;i,pt.er C)Ji,§l, the work of the World
Telecommunications Development Conference and adapt recommendations to meet
priority needs of the region,

Recgll~pq also resolution ECA/UNTACDA/Res.86/65 of the Conference of
African Ministers of Transport, Communications and Planning on the Regional
African Satellite Communications Systems (RASCOM) which, ~nter a.lia, called
on member States to continue to give high priority to the study project in
order to realize the goals and objectives of the African community in
accordance with the Lagos Plan of Action,

~ E/ECA/CM.13/23.

ldI Morocco expressed reservation on the first paragraph of the preamble
of this resolution.
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Aware that telecommunications including broadcasting play an essential
role in commerce, cultural and the economic activities and in many pUblic
and social services and hence telecommunications should be regarded as a
complement to other investments and an essential component in the development
process,

Notinq that in spite of the achievements made in the implementation
of PANAFTEL Network, the Network is grossly under-utilized due to, In.t£F
a1 i ?, lack of operational agreements on tariffs and transit arrangements
and poor maintenance on parts of the network,

1. ~q~s the African countries to expedite action to:

(a) Set up local manufacture of telecommunication equipment as
appropriate on a collective basis at subregional or· regional levels;

(b) Formulate common specifications aimed at evolving combined
procurement on sUbregional or regi.onal basis in order to derive economies
of scale and logistic support for ease of operations and maintenance,

(c) Formulate agreements on tariffs and transit arrangements and
implement them on PANAFTEL Network with a view to promoting transit traffic
within Africa;

(d) Formulate effective national maintenance plans to obviate the
unreliability of the PANAFTEL Network due to poor maintenance;

2 • Commends the
" .

successful Conference
important wide-ranging
up to the year 2000;

PANAFTEL Co-ordinating Committee for convening a
on African Telecommunications Development which made
recommendations for development of telecommunications

3. Reque~ts the PANAFTEL Co-ordinating Committee to institute necessary
active follow-up mechanism on both the recommendations of the World
Telecommunications Development Conference and the African Telecommunications
Development Conference, Tunis p from 12 to 16 January 1987;

4. Sell],.§. upon Governments of member countries of ECA to urgently set
up multidisciplinary sectoral national co-ordination committees for the
Regional African Satellite Communications System (RASCOM) feasibility study
project;

5. <;:alls neon. ~)_sQ the member countries of ECA to formulate national
communication policies properly integrated within the national development
objectives;

;

6. Expresses ~~§ .gPgreciatjgu to the United Nations Development
Programme, the Economic Commission for Africa, the African Development Bank,
the United Nations and international agencies, development and donor agencies,
for the assistance they have provided for development. of telecommunications
including broadcasting in th~ region, and urges them to intensify their
assistance for accelerated implemeni:ation of telecommunications, including
broadcasting in Africa;
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7. Calls uS.9n the Executive Secretary of ECA as the co-ordinator for
UNTACDA to co-ordinate, in consultation with the Secretary-General - of the
International Telecommunication Union, the activities arising from the
recommendations of the African Telecommunications Development Conference,
Tunis, in January 1987, and report to the ECA Conference of Ministers as
well as the Ministers of Transport, Communications and Planning.

25lst mfletiIlSf.,
].4. Aeril 1987.

611 (XXII). Acce..!eration of subreqional economic inteqration ill At:ricfl and
the n~.;w. role of the Multinat;i0ual ..~roqrarnminq and Qperational
fenrrg~ (MULPOCs)

TOe Confp-renc~ of Millisters,

Recallinq its resolutions 296 (XIII) of March 1977 on economic
co-operation and 311 (XIII) also of March 1977 on the establishment of the
MULPOCs,

Recallinq also resolution 566 (XXI) of April 1986 on the role of the
MULPOCs in promoting subregional economic co-operation,

Notinq that 10 years after their creation, the MULPOCs have creditably
executed their mandate,

Aware that while some progress has been made in the economic integration
of the subregions, there is a need for the re-evaluation of the SUbregional
integration strategy with a view to correcting inadequacies in the
co-ordination of the activities of economic integration groupings,

oesifou!,> of accelerating SUbregional economic integration which is one
of the means whereby the economic development of African countries can be
speeded up,

Anxious to establish an economic integration grouping in North Africa
so as to complete the coverage of the entire continent,

~9t~r~ that the market integration approach adopted with regard to
insufficiently developed African subregions cannot generate economic
integration and that, at this juncture, the need is to arlopt an approach
which accords priority to the building of subregional infrastructures and
SUbregional production capacities with a view to ef fecting the fundamental
structural changes of which African economies stand in need,

C9nsiderinq the fact that market integration should be synchronized
wi th the strengthening of subregional infrastructures and the establishment
of subregional production capacities and that for this reason, the removal
of customs barriers should take into account the effect which such removal
would have on the economies of States members of economic integration groupings
since common external tariffs can be established only within an economic
space over which production centres are equitably distributed,

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



- 145 -

Notinq that the presence of the MULPOCs in the sUbregions should continue
t~ ~elp in impr~ving the co-ordination of integration acti vi ties conducted
w1th1~ th~ econom1C communities as well as the river and lake basin development
organ1 zat1ons,

Desirous also of improving the perfor~ance of the MULPOCs in the
implementation of their work programmes and of harmoni zing the periodicity
of their meetings with the programming cycle of the ECA secretariat,

We 190ming the fruitful collaboration between ECA and UNDP which resulted
in the fielding of a mission to assist African integration groupings in the
preparation of their fourth cycle project documents,

1. Sugports the secretariat of the Economic Commission for Africa
and the United Nations Development Programme in their effort to adopt an
economic integration approach which gives priority to structural transformation
in Africa's subregions;

2. Reauests
approve economic
strategy;

UNDP, wi thin its Fourth Programming
integration projects that further

Cycle for Africa to
the new integration

3. Reaffirms the provisions of operative paragraph 2 of resolution
566 (XXI) in which the MULPOCs were called upon to increase their assistance
to the intergovernmental organizations in the implementation of economic
integration pr~jects and the co-ordination of the activities of various
economic integration groupings with a view to avoiding duplication and smoothly
instituting the process of subregional economic integration;

4.
to bear

Requests the MULPOCs to bring all available subrp.gional expertise
on the effective implementation of subregional economic integration

programmes;

5. Requests also both the ECA secretariat and UNDP to strengthen the
MULPOCs in the respective subregions with a view to making them economic
integration project executing agencies that can bring the expertise of ECA I s
substantive divisions and the United Nations special i zed agencies to bear
on the implementation of the aforementioned project activities and attract
the necessary funds for the effective implementation of the pre-investment
studies which the process requires;

6. Decides, in the two-fold concern for economy and efficiency, that
the MULPOC policy organs should henceforth hold their meetings every other
year beginning from 1989 so as to bring their programming cycle in line with
that of the ECA secretariat. In between biennial meetings, a follow-up
committee of officials would meet to evaluate interim reports on the
implementation of work programmes;

7. Expresses its appreciatio~ to those member States that have
constantly supported the MULPOCs and invites all member States to increase
their financial and technical assistance by placing at the disposal of the
MULPOCs consultants to carry out specific tasks and thereby helping the MULPOCs
to play fully their role as catalysts for subregional economic integration;
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The Conference of.Ministers,

612 (XXII). African Institute for Economic Development and Planninq (IDEP)

to recognize that the continued
by all parties concerned, implies

member States
IDEP, endorsed

Recallinq also its resolution 537 (XX) of April 1985 and ECOSOC resolution
1985/62 whi.ch, among other things requested regular posts for IDEP and
resolution 574 (XXI) of April 1986 on the future development and the financing
of IDEP,

Recallinq ECA resolution 93 (VI) of February 1964 which established
the African Institute fOl· Economic Development and Planning as a subsidiary
body of the Economic Commission for Africa with the paramount goal of promoting
and safeguarding the economic independence of the African countries and the
General Assembly decision 35/454 of 20 December 1979 with which the Assembly
approved the statute of the Institute as adopted by the Commission in its
re01ution 350 (XIV) of 27 March 1979 and revised in the light of the proposals
made by the Secretary-General on the advice of the Fifth Committee of the
Assembly,

8. Notes with sat.isfaction the commitment of member States of the
North African MULPOC to the establishment of a preferential trade area in
their subregion and requests both ECA and UNDP to do their utmost in order
to ensure that the studies needed for the establishment of such a preferential
trade area are made available to member States of the North African MULPOC
within a reasonable period of time.

Notinq witb satisfaction the conclusions and recommendations of the
mission highlighting IDEP's specific role in the development of human resources
and capacities required for the socia-economic development of the continent
and in particular its potential role in the implementation of United Nations
Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development,

Al2preciative of the joint efforts made by UNDP, ECA and the African
Governments to undertake an evaluation of UNDP assistance to the African
Institute for Economic Development and Planning,

251st meetiuq"
24 April 1987.

1. Endorses the mission's recommendations as approved by the Governing
Council of IDEP regarding the restructuring of the Institute with a view
to (a) achieving balanced growth and development of its four main activities ­
training, research, conferences and advisory services; (b) re-orienting its
current pattern of resource allocation in such a way as to gradually phase
out UNDP' s support for management and training staff to be taken over by
contributions of Governments; and (c) simultaneously channelling of UNDP's
anticipated contribution to IDEP towards operational activities and in
particular to research and advisory services;

3. ~ls to all
existence and success to

2. Expresses its appreciati.on to the UNDP for having provided vi tal
assistance to IDEP since its inception and for indicating its positive reaction
to the recommendations of the Evaluation Mission;
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a new commitment to their responsibility to IDEP which calls first and foremost
for the regular and prompt payment of their contribution;

4. <;;alls uDon all member States therefore to make every effort to
pay regularly and promptly their annual assessed contributions and requests
those countries which are still in arrears to endeavour to pay these by
ins'talments until they are cleared completely in line with ECA resolution
574 (XXI) and further appeals to the host Government to continue its efforts
to fully implement its obligations in the spirit of its Agreement with the
Commission;

5. Requeste the Governing Council of IDEP to closely monitor the
implementation of the recommendations and in particular those requiring action
on the part of IDEP in its annual reviews of the activities of the Institute
and to ensure that the new Medium-term Plan of IDEP is approved as soon as
possible and is in line with the recommendations of the Evaluation Mission;

6. Requests also the Governing Council of IDEP to ensure that its
new Medium-term Plan is in line with the recommendations of the Evaluation
Mission SUbject to any relevant modifications to be made by the Advisory
Board of Studies to take appropriate steps to implement cost-saving measures
recommended by the Evaluation Mission;

7. ~uFther r~guests the Governing Council to take all
ensure that the Advisory Board of Studies is duly constituted
operational without further delay;

measures to
and becomes

8. Requests UNDP to continue to provide the necessary assistance over
the next five years in line with the recommendations of the Evaluation Mission
with particular focus on the establishment of a viable income-generating
consultancy service;

9. Requests also UNDP, in view of the fact that the funding of
fellowships for training from national IPFs has not been working effectively
since its introduction, to seriously consider making provision for fellowships
under its future assistance to IDEP for selective/incentive training for
activities in the field of economic co-operation and integration;

10. R~9.uest.s so fu:r;:ther UNDP to ensure the effective monitoring of
its future assistance at the country level through the respective UNDP field
offices and in this respect also promote greater co-ordination between the
UNDP Regional Bureau for Africa and UNDP Regional Bureau for Arab States;

11. Reouests the Executive Secretary to ensure ,the appropriate follow­
up of the recommendations with the UNDP and submit an official reques't embodied
in a project document covering the period of UNDP' s Fourth Programming Cycle
for Africa;

12. Further reouests the Executive Secretary to take appropriate steps
to implem;;tth;;se recommendations which call for joint implementation by
the United Nations and ECA. In this connection, steps should be taken to:

(a) Transfer to IDEP the posts of ECA staff members currently on
assignment to IDEP;
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(b) Ensure that appropriate action is taken to present ECOSOC resolution
1985/62 to the United Nations General Assembly for the provision of regular
posts to IDEP:

(c)

or assign
to IDEP.

Follow up on possible arrangements in the spirit of TCDC to second
staff from IDEP' s sister institutions in Latin America and Asia

251st meetinq,
~ hpril, 198,?,.

613 (XXII). Sustaining Af4ic~'p initiative anp international support
economic recovery and development, including tEe deepening
understandina of tqe, ghallenqe fQ~ ~onq-terw develoEment

for
of

The Conference of Ministers,

Recallinq General Assembly resolution S-13/2 on the United Nations
Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development, 1986-1990
(UN-PAAERD) adopted at the thirteenth special session of the General Assembly,

Recalling aJsQ its resolution E8-2/4 adopted at the second extraordinary
session of the Commission on the Review and Assessment of the Special Session
of the United Nations General Assembly on the Critical Economic Situation
in Africa,

A~9re of the need to take full advantage of the opportunities offered
by the UN-PAAERD so as to ensure that a truly sound foundation is laid for
recovery and development in Africa as well as the need to assess the real
prospects for such recovery and development,

Also aware of the need to sustain the momentum generated by the special
session for the implementation of the programme,

Conscious of the important role that grass-~oot and community development
play in the development process in Africa,

Also conscious
Governments and tDe
development challenge,

of the need
international

to deepen
community

the
on

understanding of
the continent's

African
long-term

Taking note with aPEreciation of the initiatives of the Executive
Secretary of ECA, the United Nations Steering Committee and the United Nations
Inter-Agency Task Force on the Follow-up on the UN-PAAERD at the regional
level to organize two international conferences on the UN-PAAERD in 1987,
one in Abuja, Nigeria, on "Africa: The Challenge of Economic Recovery and
Accelerated Development" in collaboration with OAU and ADB: and the other
in Libreville, Gabon, on "The Human Dimension of Africa's Economic Recovery
and Development" in co-operation with the agencies of the United Nations
system,

Also n9ting with aEEreciation the willingness of the Governments of
the Federal Republic of Nigeria and the Republic of Gabon to host the two
conferences if financial resources would be made available,
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Appreciative of the generous financial assistance given to the Abuja
and Libreville conferences by the United Nations Development Programme and
by other governments and donors, particularly the Governments of Canada and
Sweden, and the Ford Foundation,

Further noting, that the Government of the Republic of the Niger intends
to organize a symposium on grass-root development,

1. Welcomes the effort to maintain the momentum generated by the special
session and to promote a deepening of the knowledge and understanding of
the challenges of long-term development in Africa;

2. Supportp the proposed Abuja and Libreville conferences;

3. .Expresse$ =its qratitlJde to the Government of the Federal Republic
of Nigeria and the Government of the Republic of Gabon for having graciously
consented to host both conferences:

4. Commend;; the Government of the Republic of Niger for its initiative
to organize the Niamey Symposium on Grassroot Development:

5. U~g~s member States to support and actively participate in the
proposed Abuja and Libreville conferences and the Niamey Symposium;

6. Exgre~ses its gratitude to the United Nations Development Programme
and the governments and other donors particularly Canada, Sweden and the
Ford Foundation, who provided generous financial support for the Abuja and
Libreville conferences;

7. Cal).s 0!1. the international community and the United Nations system
to sUbstantially support and participate in the two conferences;

8. Expre,gses its
United Nations Steering
Force for organizing the

arUi!reciation to the Executive Secretary of ECA, the
Committee and the United Nations Inter-Agency Task

two conferences;

9. Requests the Executive Secretary of ECA to submit the reports of
Abuja and Libreville conferences and the Niamey symposium to the fourteenth
meeting of the ECA Conference of Ministers.

25}.st meet,ing,
24 Aeril 1987.

614 (XXII). Strengthening the role of Africa'~ inst~tutions of higher learnina
iB-Africa's gconomic r~covery and develoEment

~ling its resolution 546 (XX) adopted in support of the Mbabane
Programme of Action on the Response of the African Institutions of Higher
learning to Africa's rapidly deteriorating economic and social conditions,

Conscious of the fundamental role the institutions of higher learning
play in providing support to Africa's development efforts,

I
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Agpreciatinq the renewed commitment which the institutions of higher
learning made to put at the disposal of African Governments their teaching,
research and consultancy capabilities for the speedy implementation of Africa'a
Priority Programme for Economic Recovery, 1986-1990 (APPER) and ~he United
Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development,
1986-1990 (UN-PAAERD) as contained in the Harare Statement on the Role of
the Institutions of Higher Learning in Africa's Recovery and Development, 21/

1. Urqes the African institutions of higher learning to implement
urgently and effectively the decisions and recommendations of the Harare
Statement and the report of the third ECA/AAU Conference of Vice-Chancellors,
Presidents and Rectors of the Institutions of Higher Learning in Africa;

2. Calls upon all African Governments to provide greater financial
support to the African institutions of higher learning so as to enhance their
capaci ties to provide a higher quality of manpower, research and consultancy
services for Africa's recovery and development;

3. Calls also uQon all member States to provide special incentives
to m~n1mize the increase of the brain drain from African institutions of
higher learning;

4. Ura~s African Governments to intensify their efforts to create
for their institutions of higher learning an environment that would be more
conducive to the pursuit of development-oriented manpower training and research
as well as involving their institutions in the solution of national development
problems;

5. Reauests the
international community
education in Africa so
become more effective
development efforts;

United Nations, its specialized agencies and the
at large to increase their assistance to higher

as to enable the institutions of higher learning to
and make more· relevant contributions to Africa's

6. Reguests also the Executive Secretary of ECA to continue to provide
support to the institutions of higher learning and to assist in the
implementation of the Harare Statement and the decisions of the third ECA/AAU
Conference of Vice-Chancellors, Presidents and Rectors of Institutions of
Higher Learning in Africa.

f5lst; rneet~nq,

24 April 19~7.

615 (XXII). Unit6d Nations Trust Fund for African Developmeni (UNTFAD)

The Conference of Ministers,

Recallinq resolution 288 (XIII) of 26 February 1977 which,
endorsed the establishment of the United Nations Trust Fund
Development (UNTFAD) and urged member States to contribute

ii/ E/ECA/CM.13/48.

inter alt'!,
for African
substantial
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resources required for the implementation of the Commission's medium-term
plans and work programmes,

REi~al1i,P'S also General Assembly resolution 37/139 of 17 December 1982
inviting all its member States as well as international organizations to
generously contribute to the UNTFAD thereby assisting African countries in
their endeavour to face the world eGonomic crisis whose effects on the African
vulnerable economies are more severe,

!!2Yina examined the report on pledges and payments by member
since 1977 when UNTFAD was established and the progress on
implementation and expenditures for the period 1985-1986,

States
project

ro~~na with satis~action that 16 African countries have paid fully their
contributions pledged to UNTFAD,

Notiqg .~ that 23 African countries have paid part of their pledged
contributions to UNTFAD,

Notina f~rthe! that 11 African countries have never made any contributions
to UNTFAD,

Recallinq Africq's Priority Programme for
and the Uni.ted Nations Programme of Action
Development (UN-PAAERD) adopted respectively by
and Government and the General Assembly of the
role that the Commission is expected to play,

Economic Recovery (APPER)
for Economic Recovery and
the African Heads of state

United Nations and the lead

Aware that resources from the regular budget of the United Nations
available to the Commission have been declining and the 5ituation is not
likely to improve in the near future; hence the importance of extrabudgetary
resources in the implementation of the two programmes,

Mipdful of the efforts made by the Executive Secretary of ECA to increase
the resources available to the Fund and the number of countries participating
as well as ensure the collection of pledged contributions, particularly as
non-payment has been the sUbject of regular audit queries,

1. Ur~es African member States and financial institutions that have
not yet pledged to UNTFAD to do so and those that have pledged to deposit
as soon as possible their unpaid contributions;

2. R~qu~s~~ the Executive Secretary of ECA to spare no effort in
mobilizing the support of non-African Member States of the United Nations
as well as international financial institutions to contribute generously
to the Fund.

25lst meeti.nq,
24 AgrH..1987.
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616 (XXII). Propos~d proar~mmE\ of work and grior;hties fQr the biennium 1988-
1.2.§.2.

The Conference of M~ni~ers,

Havina e~amin~p the proposed activities ~ by the Secretary-General
of the United Nations, for the Economic Commission for Africa for the biennium
1988-1989 which the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination will examine
at its twenty-seventh session in New York from 27 April to 29 May 1987,

Convinced that the proposals reflect the requirements of the United Nations
Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development, 1986-1990
(UN-PAAERD), 121 Africa's Priority Programme for Economic Recovery, 1986-1990
(APPER) 111 and the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement
of Women, W

H~ving examined however the first progress report 12/ on the implementation
of the Commission's work programme and priorities for the biennium 1986-1987,

~larmed at the number of deferrals, curtailments, terminations and
postponements due to the savings measures taken by the Secretary-General of
the United Nations in 1986 including freeze on recruitment and reduction in
travel and consultancy funds and which are continuing in 1987,

Taking rate of the recommendation.iQ./ of the Group of High-level
Intergovernmental Experts to Review the Administrative and Financial Functioning
of the United Nations that the overall number of regular budget posts of the
United Nations should be reduced by 15 per cent within a period of three years,
the approval of the recommendation by the General Assembly, and the steps
already taken by the Secretary-General to implement the recommendation,

Mindfl1]. of the need to improve the efficiency of the administrative and
financial functioning of the organization with a view to strengthening its
effectiveness in dealing wi~h political, economic and social issues,

Realizing however that Africa is the least developed of all the regions
of the world and that the recent economic and social crisis had further weakened
the countries of the region to cope alone with their economic development
and growth problems,

Realizina f~rther that ECA as the main general economic and social
development centre within the United Nations system for the African region
has a crucial role to play in assisting its member States in dealing with
these problems,

35/ E/ECA/CM.13/40.

36/ A/S-l3/2, annex.

37/ A/40/666.

l§/ UN DPI 86-44, 198 - April 1986.

~/ E/ECA/CM.13/39.

40/ A/41/49 recommendation 15.
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Commission for1. Endorses the work programme and priorities of the
the biennium, 1988-1989 as contained in document E!ECA!CM.13!40:

2. Calls uEon the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination to:

(a) Consider these proposals favourably at its twenty-seventh session
and .reco~end, through the Economic and Social Council at its second regular
seSS10n 1n. JUl~ 1987, their adoption by the General Assembly at its forty­
second seSS10n 1n September-December 1987:

the United Nations
Committees and the

Budgetary Questions), all necessary
are made available to ECA for the

(b) Take, together with all the other organs of
(particularly the General. Assembly, its Second and Fifth
Advisory Committee on Administrative and
steps to ensure that adequate resources
implementation of this programme:

3. ApEeals to the Secretary-General of the United Nations to give special
consideration to the Economic Commission for Africa in implementing his savings
measures particularly by allowing more posts to be filled by recruitment,
and increasing the allocation for travel and consultancy services;

4. Calls ugon African representatives at CPC, ECOSOC and the Special
Commission of ECOSOC on the Indepth StUdy of the United Nations
Intergpvernmental structure and Functions in the Economic and Social Fields
to pay special attention to the needs of the ECA secretariat in the light
of Africa's current economic cr1S1S and the secretariat's role in the
implementation of both APPER and UN-PAAERD:

5. Further calls uEon all States members of the Commission to instruct
their permanent missions to the United Nations in New York and their delegations
to the forty-second session of the General Assembly to do all that lies in
their power to ensure that the case of the Commission, as the main general
economic and social development centre within the United Nations for the Africa
region and the associated need for adequate resources for it to play effectively
that role, is strongly put forward and the objective of obtaining more resources

for the Commission is actually achieved:

6. Regue~ts the Chairman of the twenty-second session of the Commission
in collaboration with his Bureau to take this matter up directly with the.
Secretary-General of the united Nations and to take all other necessary measures
in pursuance of this resolution at CPC, ECOSOC inclUding its Special Commission

and the General Assembly;

7. Requests further the Chairman of the twenty-second session of the
Commission to report on the implementation of this resolution to the Conference

of Ministers at its next session in 1988.

251st meetinq,PI _

24 April- 1987.
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617 (XXII). Draft m~g;i..ll1!!-term plan of tpe peripd•.:!.990-1995

.T.h2."Ggnfer(f,nce at.. .Minis1;:.€i~s ,

~wate that a Medium-·term Plan shall be proposed by the Secretary-General,

A~!e_also that the Medium-term Plan shall be a translation of legislative
mandates into programmes and that its objectives a~d strategies shall be derived
from the policy orientations and goals set by the intergovernmental organs
and shall reflect member States I priorities as set out in legislation adopted
by functional and regional intergovernmental bodies within their spheres of
competence, and by the General Assembly on advice from the Committee for
Programme and Co-ordination,

f:.warf? f!:!rthELr that the chapters of the proposed Medium-term Plan shall
be reviewed by the relevant sectoral, functional and regional intergovernmental
bodies, if possible during the regular cycle of their meetings prior to their
review by the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination, the Economic and
Social Council and the General Assembly,

.lli>~ that the ECA draft Medium-term Plan
prepared by the Executi ve Secretary was a zero
examination so that member States could appropriate

for the period, 1990-1995
draft that required closer
comments and guidelines,

1.. pe,cides to appoint an open-ended 112 H9C Committee based on the present
Bureau to look into the draft Plan and prepare the recommendations to be sent
to the Secretary-General of the United Nations on its behalf before the end
of 1987,

2. Calls '=!Pan member States to submit their views on the draft Plan
to the Ad Hoc Committee through the secretatriat of the Commission so as th
enable the Ad Hoc Committee perform its task in a timely manner;

3. Request.s. the Executive Secretary to provide the Ad Hoc Committee
all necessary technical support;

4. Armealn
Plan taking the
the Committee for

t.o the Secretary-General to endorse the draft Medium-term
recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee for submission to--.-
programme and co-ordination,

5.
through
General

Calls upon the Committee
the Economic and Social

Assembly for approval;

for Programme and Co-ordination to recommend,
Council, the draft Medium-term Plan to the

6. Regu~ the Ad BE£ Committee to report on its work to the Conference
of Ministers at its fourteenth session in 1988.

251st m~etinS!.,

~.4 April 1987.
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618 (XXII). In-der;rlli Study gf the United Na1;i,qns !'!It..~v~r!lmental... s,t!:-qCi1u~
Rll£! ,.,FuneS-ions in ttle E,g onomic ~!!lLpQgigL}:i~ 1,s1~.

Recallina Economic and Social Council resolution 611 A (XXV) of 29 April
1958 which established the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa and
determined its terms of reference,

Recallina also General Assembly resolution 32/197 of 20 December 19'77
on restructuring of the economic and social sectors of the United Nations,
and its annex, section IV on structures for regional and interregional co­
operation in which the General Assembly formally designated the regional
commissions as the main general economic and social centres within the United
Nations system for their respective regions and instructs them to exercise
team leadership and responsibility for co-ordination and co-operation at the
regional level; and resolution 33/202 of 29 January 1979 on restructuring
of the economic and social sectors of the United Nations system in which the
General Assembly decided that the regional commission shall have the status
of executing agencies, in their own right, in respect of the categories of
pro jects des cribed in and in conf ormlty wi th paragraph 23 of the annex to
resolution 32/191,

¥~cjlllina further Commission resolutions 1988 (IX) of 10 February 1969
on institutional machinery of the Commission which established the Conference
of Ministers; 191 (XI) of 12 February 1969 on transi.tional provisions which.
provided for interim arrangements llntil the Conference started its work and
which contains the list of items to be included in the agenda of every session
of the Commission; 311 (XIII) of 1 March 1971 on the creation of the
MUltinational Programming and Operational Centres; 328 (XIII) of 3 March 1977
on restructuring of intergovernmental machinery for development and co-operation
in Africa; 330 (XIV) of 27 March 1979 on restructuring of intergovernmental
machinery for development and co-operation in Africa with which it approved
the present structure of the institutional machinery of the Commission according
to which there are organs dealing with overall development issues at the
ministerial level and their technical committees of experts, organs dealing
with sectoral issues at the mini.sterial level and their committees of officials,
and technical subsidiary bodies; and resolution 521 (XIX) on sessions of the
Commission with which it decided to continue to meet on an annual basis subject
to the practice being reviewed at the twenty-third session of the Commission
and fourteenth meeting of the Conference of Ministers in 1988,

Further recg~linq resolution 40/231 of 18 December 1985 on review of
the efficiency of the administrative and financial functioning of the Unit,ed
Nations with which the General Assembly decided to establi.sh a GrOl.lp of High­
level Intergovernmental Experts to Review the Efficiency of the Administrative
and Financial Functioning of the United Nations with a term of one year, to
carry out, in full accordance with the principles and provisions of the charter,
the task of conducting a thorough review of the administr'i.'ltive and financial
matters of the United Nations with a view to identifying measures for further
improving the efficiency of its administrative and financial functj.oning,
which would contribute to strengthening its effectiveness in dealing ""i th
poli tical, economic and social matters; and resolution 41/231 of 19 December
1986 on review of the efficiency of the administrative and financial functioning
of the United Nations with which the Assembly, inte;r:~, decided that the
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recommendations as agreed upon and as contained in the report of the Group
of High-level Intergovernmental Experts to Review the Efficiency of the
Administrative and Financial Functioning of the United Nations jl/ should
be implemented by the Secretary-General and the relevant organs and bodies
of the United Nations in the light of the findings of the Fifth Committee
and subject to other specific conditions,

:r'.akina note of the opinion of the Fifth Committee .ill that suitability
of the activities of the regional commissions is a matter to be determined
primarily by the member States concerned and that the regional commissions
should be consulted on any action to be taken in that regard,

W~lcominq the decision W of the General Assembly that the Economic
and Social Council assisted as and when required by relevant organs and bodies,
in particular the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination, should carry
out the careful and in-depth study of the intergovernmental structure in" the
economic and social fields proposed by the Group of High-level Intergovernmental
Experts to Review the Administrative and Financial Functioning of the United
Nations in its recommendation 8,

Welcoming ?-!~.Q the decision MI of the Economic and Social Council to
establish a Special Commission on the in-depth study of the united Nations
intergovernmental structure and functions in the economic and social fields,
which will be open to the full participation of all States members of' the
United Nations on an equal basis and whose proceedings will be governed in
all other respects by the relevant rules of procedure of the Council and to
request 12./ all subsidiary bodies of the General Assembly in the economic
and social sectors and all SUbsidiary bodies of the Economic and Social Council
to submit to the ~pecial Commission, within thirty days of the conclusion
of their next session, their views and proposals on achieving the objectives
envisaged in recommendation 8 of the Group of High-level Intergovernmental
Experts regarding th~ir functioning and that of their subsidiary machinery,

Mindful that the purpose of the study is, iqter alia, to (a) identify
measures to rationalize and simplify the intergovernmental structure, avoid
duplication and consider consolidating and co-ordinating overlapping activities
and merging existing bodies in order to improve their work and make the
structure more responsive to present needs; (b) develop criteria for the
establishment and duration of subsidiary bodies, including periodic reviews
of their work and mechanisms for implementing their decisions; (c) define
in precise terms areas of responsibilities for the various bodies, with
particular attentiun being given to strengthening coherence and integrity
of the structure and facilitating the formulation of a comprehensive approach
to development issues and to the necessity of putting more emphasis on regional
and SUbregional co-operation; (d) improving the system of reporting from
subsidiary to principal organs, thereby reducing the number of reports and
avoiding duplication of documentation,

W A/4l/49 .

.w A/4l/795, para. 43.

ill A/Res./4l/2l3 (I)l(e).

~/ Decision i987/ll2 (a).

45/ ~. (i).
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H!1 vi11Q examin"'d critically the existing intergovernmental machinery of
the Commission including their agendas t calendars and programmes of work t

ConsciQ~~ of the crucial role of the Commission in the region in general,
and as the main general economic and social development centre within the
United Nations system in the region in particular,

~nc~d of the continuous relevance of a unified approaoh to development
analysis and planning,

1. ReaffirlTfs the primary role of the Commission as the main general
economic and social development centre wi thin the United Nations system for
Africa, and as executing agenoy in its own right of operational projects;

2. Confirms that the activities of the United Nations Eoonomic Commission
for Africa are increasingly reflecting and responding positively to the current
and future needs of the African region;

3. Decides as iollows:

I. ~nteraovernmental machinef~ Qf the Commissian

(a) Conference q,f Afriqan Ministers r~§j.e9n,J;;ib!eM far econgmic develonment
andglanninq

Given the status of
it should continue to
Preparatory Committee of

the Conference as the supreme organ of the Commission
function as at present, assisted by the Technical
the Whole.

(b) £pnference ot M!nist~r~,of Afrip~.~~L~e~a~s~t__~D~e_-y~e.l_o~p~e~d~~C~o~u~n~t_r~i~e_s~~?~n~d

Lt~.TechDical Committe~*of Exgerts

Given the increasing number of African least developed countries and
the worsening trend of their situation, the Conferenoe of Ministers and its
Technical Committee of Experts should continue to function as they were
established to do and it is left to the secretariat to determine whether they
should meet annually or biennially.

(c) Councils of Mini~ters oJ the MUl~inatioD?l Programming a~d, Oeeratipna}
gentres a~~ tre~r Cornm~ttees of 0tfi£}al~

In view of the fact that economic co-operation and integration will
continue to be the foundation of the African common market and the African
Economic Community, the Councils of Ministers of the MULPOCs and their
committees of officials should remain.

B. Organs dealina w;i.th sect,9ral issues Ci:- tpe lJ)i;pister:i;p.l ).~vel and their
technicgJ committ~es of exp~rts

(a) S~ctoral Conferen,ces of Minj.;s"t"e!,s wholl¥ §l.erviced by. the secretari~,t

of the Commissipn

(i) Conference of African Ministers of Transport, Communications and
Planning and its technical committee of officials;

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



(a) Joint Conference of African Planners, Statisticians and Demographers;

(c) Intergovernmental Committee for Science and 'I'echnology Development;

(b) Africa Regional Co-ordinating Committee for the Integration of Women
in Development;

with

and
they

Resources
committee

in . CO-OEHI.j:;ion

Industry and its technical
Nations Industrial Development

serviced.' ..of Ministers
......1 M 'd

continuing need for the specialized views and
sectoral Conferences of Ministers in whose work the
unity is increasingly participating, all the sectoral
in this category should continue to function. ~

African Ministers of Social Affairs and its technical
officials [with the Organization of African Unity

of African Ministers responsible for Human
Planning and Utilization and its technical

expressed reservation on these items of the resolution.

of the continuing need for the specialized views
of this category of sectoral Conferences of Ministers,

to function. The method of sharing costs should continue.
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Conference of African Ministers of Finance and its technical committee
of experts; and

Conference
Development,
of officials;

Conference of African Ministers Responsible for Mineral Exploration,
Development and Utilization and its technical committee of experts.

Sectoral Conferences
other orqanizations..

Conference of African Ministers of
commi,ttee of officials [with the United
Organization (UNIDO) and OAU]; 1§/ and

Conference of African Ministers of Trade and its technical committee
of officials [with OAU and ECA the active support of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)]. 49/

Conference of
committee of
(OAU)]; 47/

.1Y Morocco

$1/ Ib~.

48/ ..!l?i9..

i2./ lE.i£.

(b)

(i)

(ii )

(iv)

(ii )

(iii )

(iii)

In view of the
recommendations of the
Organization of African
Conferences of Ministers

In view
recommendations
should continue

C. Technical subsidiary bodigs
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(d) Intergovernmental Regional Committee for Human Settlements and
Environment~ and

(e) Technical Committee of the Pan-African Development Information System
(PADIS) •

'l'hese bodies report directly to the Conference of Ministers responsible
for economic development and planning through the Technical Preparatory
Committee of the Whole and their' s~rvices will continue to be invaluable to
its work. Therefore they should continue to function.

II. Methods of work including eeriodicitv ot mgetinqs and aqenda
gf, the instit~tion~l machinerv of the Commissiqn

(a) 1h...e C0'i'ferenc@ ~t., t1in;ist,e:,;s ...:r..estlopsible :(0;:: _ economi,g deve!oement
and elann-tnq

Given ,the continuing economic crisis in Africa and the necessity to monitor
it continuously, the role which the Conference plays in the activi ties of
the Organization of African Unity, related to economic matters, of the Economic
and Social Council and the General Assembly of the United Nations all of which
meet annually, the Commission should continue to meet annually subject to
the practice being reviewed in 1992.

( b ) The:... COI,IP9i.l s of I Mini€lters 9.t tpe MULPOCs

To approve the decisions of the Councils of Ministers of the MULPOCs
including the Council of Plenipotentiaries of the North African MULPOC to
meet henceforth on a biennial basis. The work of the MULPOCs should be
supervised in interscssional years by small committees of their member States.
The lengths of the documents to be submi tt.ed to them and of those of their
own reports should conform to the standards set by the United Nations. Both
at official and ministerial levels, the meetings of the MULPOCs should not
take more than six days.

(c ) ~tofal • Conferences o~ ¥Miri~t;?rs

~cr~ta,:~Ja;,t 9t the COIJUllissioD. anQ
with oth~r Orq9ni,:zati9n~)

( 'l:hose
.. D

those
serviced..

servicE19
wh 0 I;!;v by thEt

~n co-op~~ation

The meetings of the sectoral conferences should continue to be held on
a biennial basis. The agenda should be short and well focused. The lengths
of documents to be submitted to them and of those of their own reports should
conform to the standards set by the United Nations. Both at the official
and ministerial levels, these sectoral meetings should not take more than
six days.

(d) Technical subsidiary bodie~

The technical subsidiary bodies should continue to meet on a biennial
basis. The duration of their meetings should be short and business-like.
The lengths of documents to be submitted to them and of those of their own
reports should conform to the standards set by the United Nations.

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



- 160 -

4. AppealR to the Special Commission to consider these decisions
favourably for incorporation into its recommendations;

5. Reaues~~ the Executive Secretary to transmit this resolution to
the Special Commission not later than 27 May 1987.

?5;tst mettip"g,
24 Aflril 19.!E.

619 (XXII). Mobilization of domestic financial resources for economip .and
sQcial development

The Conference of Ministers,

Recallina the commitments made by African Governments at the United Nations
Special Session on the Critical Economic Situation facing Africa demanding
that African Governments raise 64.4 per cent of the SUS 128.0 billion or
$US 82.5 billion of the resources required for the implementation of the United
Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery ana Development
(UN-PAAERD) I

~ak.ina note of Part II of the ECA!ADB Economic Report on Af=ica, 1987,

1. Urges African Governments to intp-nsify their efforts to increase
domestic resource mobilization through both private and public savings and
to adopt the necessary fiscal and monetary reforms that will create a healthy
environment for achieving this objective;

2. Recommends that these reforms in the fiscal and monetary systems
lead to an acceleration of financial intermediation, tapping of rural savings,
penetrating the informal financial sectors, modernizing post office savings
banks, strengthening the insurance industry, improving the social security
systems, and any other measures deemed appropriate by each State in line with
its domestic legislation;

3. R,eouests ECA and ADB to carry out in-depth studies on appropriate
instruments and policies for accelerating the mobilization of domestic resources
for accelerated development and economic growth and subrni t the report on such
studies to the ninth meeting of the Technical Preparatory Committee of the
Whole, and the twenty-third session of the Commission/fourteenth meeting of
the Conference of Ministers in 1988.

2Slst meetino,
24 April 1.9,87.

620 (XXII). SUl?!j!ort tQ the island cQuntries of the south-western Indian Ocean
in their ~ffort!l to forecast cyclones and l;,Q ~educe the adverse
effects of such disaster~

The Confe~ence of Ministers,

ConsiderLn~ the disastrous
waves on the economies of the
Ocean,

consequences of
island countries

cyclones, f loeds and
of the south-western

tidal
Indian
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Recalling resolution 353 (XIV) of 27 March 1979 on least developed, land­
locked, island and most seriously affected African countries,

~ecallin2 also resolution 288 (XIII) of March 1977 which endorses the
establishment of a United Nations Trust Fund for African Development,

Recallinq further the principles and guidelines of the Lagos Plan of
Action for the Implementation of the Monrovia strategy for the Economic
Development of Africa, 1980-2000 ..501 on the development of African countries
particularly the poorest countries,

Recallinq al~o the United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic
Recovery and Development, 1986-1990 W adopted by the United Nations General
Assembly at its special session devoted to Africa's critical economic situation,

Deeply conc~rned by the continuing deterioration over the past few years,
of the food and agriculture situation in Africa, aggravated each year by natural
disaster such as drought, tropical cyclones and floods and by the prolonged
world economic crisis,

Aware that although the countries of the African continent have some
common economic and social characteristics whiC'h make Africa an entity, it
should be recognized that the continent is also heterogeneous and diversified
in some aspects,

Recovery, 1986-1990
of the Organization

Recallinq Africa's Priority Programme for Economic
adopted by the Assembly of Heads 0= State and Government
of African Unity at its twenty-first regular session,

Aware a1.so that the island countries particularly those of the Indian
Ocean are regularly affected by natural disasters such as cyclones and floods
that destroy agricultural production, the houses of the coastal and rural
inhabitants and roads, completely wiping out investments already made,

1. C,f..l!s ueon the Economic Commission for Africa and all the United
Nations specialized agencies especially the Office of the United Nations
Disaster Relief Co-ordination (UNDRO>, the World Meteorological Organization,
the United Nations Environment Programme and the United Nations Conference
on Trade and Development carrying out activities with respect to the forecasting
and control of natural disasters and the preservation of the environment in
Africa to take into account natural disasters and ecological hazards peculiar
to the Indian Ocean zone such as cyclones, floods, tidal waves, volcanic
eruptions and gas leaks and marine pollution when designing and implementing
their programmes;

2. Reauests the United
t

the priorities selected for
forecasting and reduction of
tidal waves;

Nations Development Programme to
its Fourth Programming Cycle in
the harmful effects of cyclones,

include
Africa
floods

in
the
and

~ A/S-ll/14; annex I.

211 A/S-l3/2, annex.
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3. B-P12ea;J..s to the international community to increase its financial
and technical assistance to countries regularly affected by cyclones;

4. . Reouests ECA member States to earmark for the island countries ofr '"ll _

the south western Indian Ocean funds from the United Nations Trus·t Fund for
African Development for African countries most seriously affected by natural
disasters such drought, tropical cyclones and floods.

~5;]..?Lmeet;ir.g"

f..4 .A[?J;il l,~l..

621 (XXII). Af!:.i.c.an, C~!ltr;:~ of Meteorological. ARplil(;9tiQns for pe'!.§llop:me.nt,.
(ACMAD)

J,f1~ Cqnf.erence..PF Ministt!!.§"

Recallinq its resolution 540 (XX) of 29 April 1985 which called for the
establishment of an advanced African Centre of Meteorological Applications
for Development (hereinafter referred to as ACMAD) in order to deal with all
weather-related phenomena such as drought, desertification and tropical cyclones
and to strengthen national capabilities in the processing and application
of meteorological and hydrological data and information to critical human
activities such as agriCUlture, food production, energy and water resources
management,

R_~S.f:\lling ~HEther its resolution 585 (XXI) of 19 April 1986 requesting
the Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa,
in collaboration with the Secretary-General of the World Meteorological
Organization and the Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity,
to prepare a draft constitution of the ACMAD and submit it, through the Joint
Intergovernmental Regional Committee on' Human Settlements and Environment
to the Conference of Ministers at its thirteenth meeting,

T~!,<;Lt;lg l1R.t!'! of resolution 25 (IX-RA. I) adopted by the ninth session of
WMO Regional Association I (Africa) Harare, Zimbabwe, from 8 to 19 December
1986, which expressed full support to the ECA Conference of Ministers for
the establishm€llt of ACMAD and rE:quested the r:xecutiVE) Secretary of ECA and
the Secretary-General of WMO to take the necessary measures to ensure the
establishment of ACMAD,

AclcnO}"l.ledgin5!. the preparatory activi ties
Meteorological organization and the Economic
the establisp~ent of ACMAD,

so far undertaken by the World
Commission for Africa towards

Havinq considered,. _ , We + +

the establishment of
Development,

the progress reports 2lI and the proposals~ concerning
the African Centre of Meteorological Applications for

52/ E/ECA/CM.13/29 and E/ECA/CM.13/29/Add.l.

W E/ECA/CM.13/29/Add. 2 and E/ECA/C!'-1.13/33.
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1. Adoets the Constitution establishing ACMAD;

2. Deci<2~li that the African Centre of Meteorological Applications for
Development (ACMAD) be located in Niamey, the N~ger;

3. Uraes member States to strengthen and/or develop their national.'W ..
meteorological services so that they can (a) benefit from the outputs of ACMADi
(b) transmit data and information in a t:imely manner for the eff icien·t.
functioning of ACMAD;

4. Further decides that (a) for the first two years when ACMAD is
established, the following member States will be members of the Board of
Governors, after which time the Board of Governors will be constituted as
outlined in the Constitution: Gisenyi subregion - Zaire and Burundi i Lusaka
sUbregion - Kenya and Madagascar; Niamey subregion - the Niger, Senegal and
Nigeria; Tangier sUbregion - Algeria and Egypt; Yaounde subregion - the Congo
and Cameroon; (b) member States nominated to the Board of Governors should
communicate to the ECA secretariat by 31 August 1987 the names of their
representatives on the Board;

5. .Regg,est§. the Board of Governors, in collaboration with the
secretariats of ECA and WMO, to establish a budget for the operation of ACMAD
and a formula for contributions by member States and submit them to the
Conference of Ministers at its fourteenth meeting;

6. Further. reguer!;§. the Executive Secre+:.ary of ECA, in collaboration
with the Secretary-General of WMO, to finalize hosting arrangements with the
host country in order to make the Centre operational as soon as possible;

7.
with the
support
Nations
ACMAD;

Further recmests the Executive Secretary of ECA, in collaboration
Secretary-General of WMO, to mobilize financial, technical and other

from bilateral and multilateral donors as well as from the United
system in order to facilitate the implementation and functioning of

8. Also requests the Executive Secretary of ECA and the Secretary-General
of WMO to take appropriate measures for the speedy implementation of the present
resolution and report to the fourteenth meeting of the Conference of Ministers.

f.:'>.l;;1;,. meet,ins.,
2~. A'p"rt!.~.
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ANNEX TO RESOLUTION 621 (xxn)

CONSTITUTION OF 7HE AFRICAN CENTRE OF METEOROLOGICAL
APPLICATIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT (ACMAD)*

WHEREAS hy its resolution 540 (XX) the Conference of Ministers of the
United Nations Economic Commission for Africa on behalf of the member States
of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, resolved that an African
Centre of Meteorological Applications for Development should be established
for the purpose of improving the understanding of atmospheric and clima.tic
processes over Africa, collecting, analysing and disseminating meteorological
and hydrological information, providing a meteorological watch and! early
warning system over Africa and promoting the training of African scientists
and technicians in the application of meteorology for development,

WHEREAS practical and useful actions can presently be taken to alleviate
the effects of drought, atmcspheric phenomena, tropical cyclones by applying
methodologies based on a thorough knowledge of the impact of meteorological
factors on food production. on the availability of water resources and on
new and renewable sources of energy.

WHEREAS by the said resolution 540 (XX) the African Centre of Meteoro­
logical Applications for Development is to be operated with the support of
the member States of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa and
to the World Meteorological Organization.

AND WHEREAS by virtue of the said resolution 540 (XX) the member States
of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa have agreed to establish
the African Centre of Meteorological Applications for Development for the
purpose and in the manner set out in the preceding paragraphs,

NOW THEREFORE and on behalf of the member States of the United Nations
Economic C01DlDission for Africa, the Conference of Ministers HEREBY AGREES
AS FOLLOWS:

ARTICLE 1

Establishment of, the Centre

The African Centre of Meteorological Applications for Development
(hereinafter referred to as "the Centre"), is hereby established.

ARTICLE 2

Membership

All the member States of the United Nations Economic Commission for
Africa (hereinafter referred to as "the member States") who comply with the
provisions of article 17 of this Constitution shall be members of the Centre.

* The delegation of Algeria expressed reservations on articles 2,
10 and 17 of this Constitution.
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ARTICLE 3

Obiectives and functions o~ theC~

1. The objectives of the Centre shall be to:

(a) Promote and develop the application of meteorological data and
information so as to enhance the economic and social development of the member
States, assist in the investigation and mitigation of the effects of weather
phenomena, improve the knowledge of the anomalies of the weather and climate
of the member States and foster the proper conservation of the natural
resources of the member States;

(b) To assist the member States
production, water resources management,
sources of energy;

to achieve self-sufficiency in food
and utilization of new and renewable

".
(c) To act as an African Centre of reference in meteorology and its

application to development, and as a resource centre to stimulate applied
scientific research; especially in tropical meteorology and in rain-producing
system, and to enrich existing training and d~velopment programmes;

(d) To strengthen national weather services to enable them to take
full advantage of development opportunities offered by the Centre in support
of the respective national economies in order to ensure the total development
of the whole meteorological system of the African region in a harmonious
manner;

(e) To develop those aspects of meteorology \l7hich are not catered for
by the national and subregional centres, particularly in the areas of acquiring
and adapting agro-meteorological techniques successfully appl ied elsewhere
in aid of self-sufficiency in food production and energy; and to address
the many pressing issues of drought, tropical cyclones and other climate
or weather-related disasters.

2. For the purposes set out in paragraph 1 of this article, the Centre
shall in particular, perform the following functions:

(a) Strengthen the capabilities of. national meteorological services
in the application and use of meteorological/climatological data;

(b) Provide a meteorological/climatological early warning watch system
based on the state-of-the art for analysis and prediction, to combat and
mitigate the effects of drought, tropical cyclones and otter climate-related
natural disasters;

(c) Develop new and
applications in order to:

practical methodologies for meteorological

Reduce variability and risk of losses in food crop production;

Reduce costs and energy inputs in food crop production;

Increase production and strength~n food security;
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Improve water resources management, especially in drought­
prone and drought-stricken areas;

Develop alternative renewable sources of energy;

Provide a better understanding of the atmospheric conditions
prevailing in the African region which affect critical human
activities;

(d) To perform on a continental scale the bridgi.ng of the gaps between
subregional and national units through supporting activities in applications
development, meteorological/climatological watch operations, numerical analysis
and prediction development, and in informatics and satellite meteorology
technology in order to identify and solve urgent regional climatic problems;

(e) The archiving of all historical
uniform data format, ensuring of efficient
Global Telecommunications System (GTS)
requirements;

and current data, prov1s10n of
data/product exchange on existing
and assisting in defining new

(f) Provide regularly appropriate forecast of crop yields, identify
appropriate methodologies for operational proposals, and meteorological
conditions for the occurrence of migratory pests and diseases, and monitoring
of continental drought and climatic anomalies;

(g) Provide training, including the organization of workshops, seminars,
training missions and similar activities for African scientists and technicians
in the applications of meteorological data and information to e'conomic and
social development;

(h) Undertake research for the better understanding of the atmospheric
and climatic processes which cause rains, drought, tropical cyclones and
floods, storms and other significant meteorological phenomena; and

(i) Undertake such other acti.vities as may be designed to further the
objectives of the Centre.

ARTICLE 4

Organs of the Centre

The Centre shall have the folloWing organs:

(a) A Board of Governors;

(b) A General Directorate; and

(c) Such other technical, scientific. financial and administrative
bodies as may be necessary for the efficient discharge of its functions.

ARTICLE 5

The Board of Governors: Composition. functions and meetings

1. The BO,Hd of Governors shall be the supreme policy-making organ of the

Centre.
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(c) A representative of the Government of the Republic of the Niger;

(e) A representative of the Organization of African Unity (OAU), without
the right to vote;

th~ five
selected
selected

the Chairman is elected, the
Economic Commission for Africa

2. The Board of Governors shall be composed as follows:

(f) A representative of the United Nations Economic Commission for
Africa (ECA), without the right to vote;

(a) A representative each of two member States from each of
subregions of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa
by the Conference of Ministers; each such representative shall be
on the basis of his or her expertise and experience in meteorology;

(d) In the initial phase and before
Executive Secretary of the United Nations
shall be Chairman of the Board of Governors;

(b) The Chairman and Vice-Chairman who shall be elected from among
the members of the Board representing the member States;

(h) Representatives of international organizations or institutions
interested in the activities of the Centre such as the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP), the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) ,
by invitation of the Board of Governors without the right to vote;

(g) A representative of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO)
without the right to vote;

(i) Donor agencies and eminent experts may also attend meetings of
the Board of Governors by invitation of the Board as observers without the
right to vote.

3. The Director-General of the Centre shall act as Secretary of the Board
of Governors.

4. In selecting the members of the Board of Governors referred to in
subparagraph (a) of paragraph 2 of this art icle, the Conference of Minis ters
shall have regard to the necessity of maintaining a fair geographical
distribution of selection among the member States.

5. The members of the Board of Governors selected under subparagraph (a)
of paragraph 2 of this article shall hold office for a peri.od of four years
and may be eligible for re-election only once, provided, however, that in
making selections for the first time, the Conference of Ministers shall direct
that one-half of the member States selected by them shall retire two years
after they have been selected and shall be replaced by the same number of
member States selected by the Conference of Ministers for the purpose.

6. The members of the Board of
of paragraph 2 of this article,
experienced in meteorology.

Governors referred to in subparagraph (a)
shall be persons who are competent and
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7. The Board of Governors shall:

(1;1) Prescribe the general principles
operations of the Centre and give directives
implementation of such principles and policies;

and policies governing the
of a general nature as to the

(b) Propose the work programmes of the Centre and their corresponding
budgets, subject to the approval of the Conference of Ministers;

(c) Prescribe conditions for the admission of persons to undergo training
provided by the Centre;

(d) Review and approve the annual reports of the Director-General of
the Centre on the activities of the Centre;

(e) Appoint professionally qualified auditors to audit the accounts
of the Centre;

(f) Examine and approve the financial report and accounts of the Centre
for the preceding year;

(g) Prescribe the financial, staff and other rules and regulations
governing the administration of the Centre;

(h) Adopt its own rules of procedure;

(i) Determine, apart from the office of the Director-General of the
, Centre, the other offices of the Centre;

(j) Submit through its Chairman a report to the Joint Intergovernmental
Regional Committee on Human Settlements and Environment of the United Nations
Economic Commission for Africa (hereinafter referred to as "the Joint
Committee"), for its consideration, approval and presentation to the Conference
of Ministers, annual reports on the activities of the Centre;

(k) Appoint the Director-General and other senior staff of the Centre;

(1) Establish such technical, scienti.fic, financial and administration
committees as may be necessary for the efficient discharge of the functions
of the Centre;

(m) Convene periodically meetings of donors to consider the funding
of the activities of the Centre; and

(n) Perform such other functions as may be necessary for the efficient
discharge of the functions of the Centre.

8. The Board of Governors shall meet in ordinary session once a year and
may hold extraordinary sessions at the request of its Chairman or of one­
third of its members.
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ARTICLE 7

ARTICLE 6

the official

as provided for
to renewal for

the Centre shall act as

for the carrying out of the activities of the Centre
approved work programme and corresponding budgets

(b) Submit for consideration of the Board of Governors the work
programmes and corresponding budgets of the Centre;

(a) Be reRponsib1e for the organization and admi~istration of the Centre;

1. The Centre shall be headed by the Director-General who shall be the
Chief Executive and Administrative Officer of the Centre.

The Chairman of the Board of Governors
t t

2. The Director-General of the Centre shall be appointed
in this Constitution for a period of four years subject
succeeding periods of four years each.

1. The Chairman of the Board of Governors shall:

(b) Convene and preside over the meetings of the Board of Governors;

The ~neral Directorate

3. The Director-General of
representative of the Centre.

(c) With the approval of the Board of Governors solicit financial and
other resources from the United Nations and its specialized agencies or other
intergovernmental organizations, non-governmental organizations, governments
and other sources.

2. In the absence of the Chairman of the Board of Governors, the functions
set out in paragraph 1 of this article shall be performed by the Vice-Chairman.

(a) Cause to be prepared the draft agenda of the meetings of the Board
of Governors;

4. Subject to such directions of a general nature as the Board of Governors
may give, the Director-General of the Centre shall have responsibility for
the planning, organization and direction of the technical activities,
scientific research, training, advisory and other activities of the Centre.
He shall in particular:

(d) Submit for the approval of the Board of Governors annual reports
on the activities and the accounts of the Centre;

(c) Be responsible
in accordance with the
of the Centre;

(e) Subject to the staff and administrative rules and regulations of
the Centre and to such directions as the Board of Governors may give, select
and appoint staff other than those provided for under subparagraph (k) of
paragraph 7 of article 5 of this Constitution;
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(f) Establish and maintain such contacts with governments~ the United
Nations and its specialized agencies and other organizations or institutions
as may be necessary or desirable for the achievement of the objectives of
the Centre; and

(g) Undertake such other assignments or activities as may be determined
by the Board of Governors.

5. The Director-General and the other staff of the Centre shall neither
seek nor accept any instructions ~ remunerations or gifts from any government
or authority or from any source external to the Centre and shall refrain
from any other action which might reflect on their position as international
officials.

6. The member States shall undertake to respect the international character
of the responsibilities of the Director-General and other staff of the Centre
and not to seek to influence any of their nationals in the discharge of such
responsibilities; provided that this shall not preclude the secondment to
the Centre of staff by governments and organizations.

ARTICLE 8

Headquarters of the Centre

1. The headquarters of the Centre shall be located at Niamey, the Republic
of the Niger.

2. The Centre shall enter into an agreement with the Government of the
Republic of the Niger concerning the provision and grant~ as the case may
be, by the Government of such adequate premises, facilities and services
and privileges and immunities as may be required by the Centre to operate
effectively and efficiently.

ARTICLE 9

Status, capacity, privileges and immppities

1. To enable it to achieve its objectives and perform the functions with
which it is entrusted, the Centre shall possess in the territory of each
member State juridical personality in international law. To these ends,
the status, capacity, privileges~ immunities and exemptions set forth in
paragraphs 2 to 12 of this article shall be accorded to the Centre in the
territory of each member State.

2. The Centre shall for the purpose of this Constitution have the capacity:

(a) To enter into contracts;

(b) To acquire and dispose of immovable or movable property; and

(c) To institute legal proceedings.

3. The Centre, its property and assets shall enjoy· immunity from every
form of legal process except in so far as in any particular case it has,
through the Director-General of the Centre, expressly waived its immunity:
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Provided however that no measure of execution shall be taken against
the property and assets of the Centre without the consent of the Director­
General of the Centre.

4. The headquarters of the Centre shall be inviolable. The property and
assets of the Centre shall be immuned from search. requisition, confiscation,
expropriation, and any other form of interference whether by executive,
administrative. judicial or legislative action.

5. The archives of the Centre. and in general all documents belonging to
it or held by it, shall be inviolable.

6. The Centre, its property, assets, income and transactions shall be
exempted from all taxation and from customs duties and prohibitions and
restrictions on imports and exports necessary for the exercise of its
functions. The Centre however shall not be exempted from the payment of
charges for services rendered.

7. The members of the Board of Governors and representatives of the member
States who are not otherwise officials of the United Nations or of the
specialized agencies of the United Nations. shall enjoy such privileges and
immunities as are provided for mutatis mutandi~ by article IV of the Convention
on Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations.

8. The staff of the Centre who are not otherwise officials of the United
Nations or of the specialized agencies of the United Nations shall enjoy
such privileges and immunities as are provided for in article V of the
Convention on Privileges and In~unities of the United Nations.

9. Without prejudice to the foregoing provisions, the member States shall
undertake to accord to all representatives of the member States, all the
staff of the Centre and experts providing advice or assistance to the Centre,
such facilities and courtesies as are necessary for the exercise of their
functions in connection with the Centre.

10. The Director-General of the Centre shall have the right and duty to
waive the immuni ty of any staff of the Centre who is not an official of the
United Nations or of a specialized agency of the United Nations, in cases
where in his opinion the immunity would impede the cause of justice and can
be waived without prejudice to the interests of the Centre.

11. All persons undergoing training or taking part in scheme for the exchange
of personnel at the Centre in pursuance of the provisions of this Constitution
and who are not nationals of the member States concerned, shall have the
right of entry into, sojourn in, transit through and exit from the territory
of each member State when such entry, sojourn, transit or exit is necessary
for their assignment. They shall be granted facilities for speedy travel;
visas, where required, shall be granted promptly and free of charge.

12. The Centre shall co-operate at all times with the appropriate authorities
of the member States to facilitate the proper administration of justice,
secure the observance of national laws and prevent the occurrence of any
abuse in connection with the privileges, immunities and facilities mentioned
in this article.

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



- 173 -

ARTICLE 10

RightR and obligations of the member States

All the member States shall enjoy the same rights and cibligations with
regard to the Centre; in particular the member States shall:

(a) Facilitate the timely collection, exchange and dissemination of
climatic and meteorological data and information;

(b) Submit such reports, data and information as may be required by
the competent organs of the Centre;

(c) Make available to the Centre training and research facilities on
such terms and conditions as may from time to time be agreed with the
appropriate organs of the Centre;

(d) Make available to the Centre national personnel on such conditions
as may be agreed upon with the appropriate organs of the Centre;

(e) Pay their annual contributions as assessed by the Conference of
Ministers;

(f) Accord such facilities, privileges and immunities as may be required
under the provisions of article 8 of this Constitution; and

(g) Have free access to all the services of the Centre.

ARTICLE 11

As si~tance by the secretariat of the United, Natipns
Economic Commission for Africa and of the

........,.".. , I!

World Meteorological Organi,zation

1. The secretariat of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa
and the World Meteorological Organization shall assist the Centre in every
possible way in order to facilitate its work.

2. The secretariat of the World Meteorological Organization shall in
particular have the responsibility of providing scientific and technical
guidance and direction to the Centre wi th a view to assis ting the Centre
to achieve its obj~ctives; it shall also supervise the co-ordination and
co-operation of the Centre with other specialized, regional and world centres
within the framework of the relevant prog,::amme of the World Meteorological
Organization, in particular the World Weather Watch and the World Climate
Programme.

ARTICLE 12

Co-operation with other organizations

The Centre shall establish such relationships with the United Nations
nnd its specialized agencies and such other organizations an.d institutions
as may be interested in the achievement of the objectives of the Centre.
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ARTICLE 13

Resources of the Centre
! • I • '.

1. The financial resources of the Centre shall be derived from contributions
made by the member States in accordlmce with a formula recommended by the
Board of Governors to the ECA Conference of Ministers.

2. The Centre may, in addition to the resources referred to in paragraph
1 of this article, receive donatiohs from any member State.

3. The Centre may derive further resources in cash or in kind from the
United Nations and its specialized agencies, bi1.ateral and unilateral donors,
and such other institutions and organizations as may be interested in the
activities of the Centre. Acceptance by the Centre of offers of such further
assistance shall be consistent with the objectives of the Centre, subject
to the provisions of this Constitution and be in accordance with the relevant
provisions of the rules governing the financial management of the Centre.

ARTICLE 14

Amendments

Settle~ent of disputes

Any question in dispute that may arise concerning the interpretation
or application of any provision of this Constitution which cannot be settled
by the parties concerned, shall be determined by the Board of Governors.

This Constitution may,
Intergovernmental Committee on
by the Conference of Ministers.

on the recommendation of the Joint
Human Settlements and Environment be amended

ARTICLE 15

ARTICLE 16

Duration and termination. .

1. This Constitution shall be of indefinite duration except that it may
be terminated by a decision of the Conference of Ministers whereupon the
Centre shall be deemed to have been dissolved.

2. In the case of the dissolution of the Centre in pursuance of the
provisions of paragraph 1 of this article, the Board of Governors shall make
provisions for the orderly liquidation of the Centre.

ARTICLE 17

Entry into force

This Constitution shall enter into force upon its adoption by the
Conference of Ministers and approval by the member States in accordance with
the procedures in force in their respective countries.
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DONE at Addis Ababa, Socialist Ethiopia, on the twenty-seventh day of
April, One Thousand ~ine Hundred and Eighty-Seven in the Arabic, English
and French languages, fall three texts being equally authentic.
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ANNEX I

STATEMENT MADE BY THE MOROCCAN DELEGATIOn AT THE THIRTEENTH MEETING
OF THE ECA CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS CONCERNING THE REPORT OF

THE EIGHTH MEETING OF THE CONFERENCE OF AFRICAN MINISTERS
OF INDUSTRY HELD AT BUJUMBURA, BURUNDI,

FROM 17 TO 19 SEPTEMBER 1986

The Moroccan delegation recalls that the eighth meeting of the Conference
of African Ministers of Industry held from 17 to 19 September 1986 at Bujumbura,
Burundi, was organized by ECA and serviced in conjunction with UNIDO and OAU.

The delegation also recalls the deplorable circumstances in which that
Conference was held and at which a so-called entity, not a member of the United
Nations, participated, resulting in the withdrawal of the Moroccan delegation.

The delegation draws attention to the seriousness of this event and to
the passive role played by ECA and UNIDO secretariats, both of which must
respect United Nations rules of procedure.

The delegation of Morocco further deplores the lack of reference in the
Conference •s report to its withdrawal and the manoeuvr ing whi ch enabled the
so-called entity to participate in the work of the Conference.

Consequently, the Moroccan delegation rej~cts the report of the eighth
meeting of the Conference of African Ministers of Industry in its entirety
together with the relevant resolution and requests the ECA and UNIDO
secretariats to assume their responsibility in this matter.

Furthermore, Morocco reserves the right to denounce wi thin other Un i ted
Nations fora, the circumstances and reporting previously alluded to and which
constitute a precedent serious enough to compromise the credibility of the
Organization.

Sgd. (RACHIDI GHAZOUANI)
Head of the Moroccan delegation
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ANNEX Il:

STATEMENT BY THE ALGERIAN DELEGATION

Contrary to the erroneous affirmation of the Moroccan delegation, the
Saharawi Arab Democratic Republic (RASD) which it labels a "so-called entity"
did infringe upon no rules of procedure in attending the eighth meeting of
the Conference of African Ministers of Industry held at Bujumbura, Burundi.

The Conference of African Ministers of Industry was created by African
Heads of State and Government members of OAU. Accordingly, any African State
member of OAU has the right to participate in its deliberations.

The RASD participated in the work of the Conference in its capacity llS

full member of the OAU.

This was in exerci~e of its most legitimate right.
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ANNEX III

MEETINGS OF SUBSIDIARY BODIES HELD
DURING THE PERIOD,UNDER REVIEW
(22 APRIL 1986 - 27 APRIL 1987)

E!ECA/CM.13/20

Document SymbolMeeting or Session

Eighth meeting
Bujumbura (Burundi)
17-19 September 1986

: Burundi

Body and officers

Chairman

Meeting of the Conference of African
Ministers of Industry

Rapporteur : Lesotho

Meeting gf the Joint IntergOvernmental,
Comrnitt~e on Human Settlements and
Environment

Fourth meeting E/ECA!CM.13/33
Addis Ababa (Ethiopia)
9-13 February 1987

Chairman Han. Herve Duval
(Mauritius)

Rapporteur Mr. Emmanuel Ofopi-Anyinan
(Ghana)

Conference of African Mini~ters of Trade Ninth session E/ECA/CM.13/35
Addis Ababa (Ethiopia)
19-20 April 1987

Chairman Sierra Leone

Rapporteur Zambia

Mee'tins of the Technical Preparatory
Committee of the Whole

Eighth meeting E/ECA/CM.13/58
Addis Ababa (Ethiopia)
13-20 April 1987

Chairman The Niger

Meeting of the Conference of Ministers
of African Least Developed countries

Rapporteur zaire

Seventh meeting E/ECA/CM.13/59
Addis Ababa (Ethiopia)
21-22 April 1987

Chairperson: Hon. Mrs. Amina Salam A1li
(United Republic of Tanzania)

Rapporteur Mr. Akreba Ghaldon
(Lesotho)
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1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

E/ECA/TPCW.8/1/Rev.2
E/ECA/CM.13/1/Rev.3

E/ECA/TPCW.8/2
E/ECA/CM.13/2

E/ECA/CM.13/3
E/ECA/CM.13/3/Corr.l
E/ECA/CM.13/Corr.2

E/ECA/CM.13/4

E/ECA/CM.13/5
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ANNEX IV

LIST OF DOCUMENTS

Provisional agenda
Provisional agenda

Annotated provisional agenda
Annotated provisional agenda

Survey of Economic and Social Conditions
in Africa, 1985-1986

ECA/ADB Economic Report on Africa,
:&.987

Progress in the implementation of the
United Nations Programme of Action
for African Economic Recovery and
Development and Africa's Priority
Programme for Economic Recovery and
Development, 1986-1990.

Part Iz ECAts preliminary survey on
the implementation of Africa's Priority
Programme for Economic Recovery. 1986­
1990 (APPER) and the United Nations
Programme of Action for African Economic
Recovery and Development, 1986-1990
(UN-PAAERD)

Part II: A note on the activities
undertaken by the United Nations system

6. E/ECA/CM.13/6
E/ECA/CM.13/6/Summary

7. E/ECA/CM.13 /7
E/ECA/CM.13/7/Summary

8. E/ECA/CM.13/8
E/ECA/CM.13/8/Summary

9. E/ECA/CM.13/9
E/ECA/CM.13/9/Summary
E/ECA/CM.13/9/Corr.l

10. E/ECA/CM.13/10
E/ECA/CM.13/10/Summary

Report on the implementation of the
food and agricultural aspects of the
Lagos Plan of Action (1980-1985)

Policy measures and institutions for
improved forest conservation, management
and development in Africa

Report on a survey of agricultural
research and programmes for livestock
development in the African region

Report on the implementation of the
recoIllIllendations of the World Conference
on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development
in the Lusaka-based MULPOC subregion

International Year for the Mobilization
of Financial and Technical Resources
to Increase Food and Agricultural
Production in Africa
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11. E/ECA/CM.13/11
E/ECA/CM.13/11/Summary
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Report on \~ea6ures taken by African
countries to, reduce post-ha4ves\ food
losses over the period 1975-1985

12. E/ECA/CM.13/12
E/ECA/CM.13/12/Summary

A comparative
ongoing food
Africa

study and analysis
security programmes

of
in

13. E/ECA/CM.13/l3
E/ECA/CM.13/13/Summary

14. E/ECA/CM.13/l4
E/ECA/CM.13/14/Summary

15. E/ECA/CM.13/l5

E/ECA/CM.13/15/Summary

16. E/ECA/CM.13/l6
E/ECA/CM.13/16/Summary

Report on land-use \policies and farming
systems: The case ~ .of Somalia and the
Sudan

, .
River basin development ~n Africa

Water resources: Progress in the
implementation of the Mar Del Plata
Action Plan
Review of the Situation with regard
to the development of water resources
in the drought-stricken countries of
the African Region

Report of the Regional Meeting on Socio­
economic and Policy Aspects of Water
Resources Management in Africa

17. E/ECA/CM.13/l7
E/ECA/CM.13/17/Summary
E/ECA/CM.13/17/Corr.l

Report
Regional
Africa

of the sixth
Cartographic

United Nations
Conference for

18. E/ECA/CM.13/l8
E/ECA/CM.l3/18/Sumrnary

19. E/ECA/CM.13/l9
E/ECA/CM.13/J9/Surnrnary

Report on the impact of the commemoration
of 1986 as the Year of Cartography
and Remote Sensing in Africa

Report on the Regional Consultative
Meeting on the Mobilization of Financial
Resources for the Development of New
and Renewable Sources of Energy in
Africa

20. E/ECA/CM.13/20 Report of the eighth meeting of the
Conference of African Ministers of
Industry

21- E/ECA/CM.13/2l Problems and constraints for the
implementation of the Industrial
Development Decade for Africa

22. E/ECA/CM.13/22 Report on the preparations for UNIDO II

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



23. E/ECA/CM.13/23
E/ECA/CM.13/23/Summary
E/ECA/CM.13/23/Add.l

24. E/ECA/CM.13/24
E/ECA/CM.13/24/Summary

25. E/ECA/CM.13/25

26. E/ECA/CM.13/26

27. E/ECA/CM.13/27
E/ECA/CM.13/27/Summary

2B. E/ECA/CM.l3/28
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United Nations Transport and
Communications Decade in Africat
Progress report on the second phase
programme

Report of the ECA/UNDP/IBRD transport
study for Africa, south of the Sahara

Report of the MULPOC Council of Ministers

Progress report on preparations for
the UNDP Fourth programminq Cycle for
Africa (1987-1991)

Implementation in Africa of the
Convention on the Elimination of all
Forms of Discrimination against Women

Establishment of a united Nations African
Institute for the Prevention of Crime
and the Treatment of Offenders (UNAFRI)

29. E/ECA/CM.13/29
E/ECA/CM.13/29/Add.l
E/ECA/CM.13/29/Add.l/Corr.1
E/ECA/CM.13/29/Add.2
E/ECA/CM.13/29/Add.3

Progress Report on
of Meteorological
Development (ACMAD)

the African Centre
Applications for

30. E/ECA/CM.13/30 Report on the second meeting
Conference of Ministers of
and Governors of Central Banks
African Monetary Fund

of the
Finance
on the

31. E/ECA/CM.13/31

32. E/ECA/CM.13/32
E/ECA/CM.13/32/Summary

E/ECA/CM.13/32/Add.l

33. E/ECA/CM.13/33
E/ECA/CM.13/33/Summary

Report of the sixth meeting of the
Intergovernmental Committee of Experts
of African Least Developed Countries

Report and decisions of the seventh
meeting of the Conference of Chief
Executives of ECA-sponsored Regional
and SUbregional Institutions

Report of the meeting of Chief Executives
of ECA-sponsored Institutions and ECA
Chiefs of Division and Project Officers

Report of the fourth meeting of the
Joint Intergovernmental Committee on
Human Settlements and Environment

34. E/ECA/CM.13/34 Report on the
Conference on
Nyos Disaster

International Scientific
the Causes of the Lake
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35. E!ECA/CM.13/35
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Report on the ninth meeting
Joint EC.A/OAU Conference of
Ministers of Trade

of the
African

36. E!EC.A/CM.13/36

37. E/EC.A/CM.13/37

38. E/ECA/CM.13/38

39. E/ECA/CM.13/39

40. E/ECA/CM.13/40

41. E/ECA/CM.13/41

42. E/ECA/CM.l3/42

Report of the eighth meeting of the
Africa Regional Co-ordinating Committee
for the Integration of Women in
Development Process

Report of the third meeting of the
Regional Technical Committee for PADIS

Resolutions and decisions adopted by
the Economic and Social Council at
its second regular session of 1986
and by the United Nations General
Assembly at its forty-first session
in the economic and social sectors
that are of interest to Africa

Progress report on the implementation
of the programme of work and priori ties
for the biennium 1986-1987

Proposed programme of work and priorities
for the biennium 1988-1989

Draft Medium-term Plan for the period
1990-1995

Progress report on the utilization
of pledges for 1985 and 1986

43. E/ECA/CM.13/43 Programme
resources
1988-1989

of work
required

and
for

complementary
the biennium

44. E/ECA/CM.13/44 Staff and administrative questions

45. E/ECA/CM.13/45 Preparations for
anniversary of ECA:
of observance

the thirtieth
Theme and programme

46. E!ECA/CM.13/46
E/ECA/CM.13/46/Corr.l

47. E/ECA/CM.13/47

48. E/ECA/CM.13/48
E/ECA/CM.l3/48/Surnrnary

Follow-up action on relevant resolutions
adopted by the twenty-first session
of the Commission/twelfth meeting of
the Conference of Ministers

Addis Ababa Declaration of African
Ministers Responsible for Trade and
Development Preparatory to UNCTAD VII

Report of the third ECA/AAU Conference
of Vice-Chancellors, Presidents and
Rectors of Institutions of Higher
Learning in Africa
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49. E/ECA/CM.13/49
E/ECA/CM.13/49/Summary
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Priority
programme
countries

transport and communications
for African land-locked

50. E/ECA/CM.13/50

51. E/ECA/CM.13/5l

52. E/ECA/CM.13/52

54. E/ECA/CM.13/54

55. E/ECA/CM.13/55

56. E/ECA/CM.13/56

57. E/ECA/CM.13/57

Culture and development

Technical co-operation between UNDP
and the regional economic commissions:
ECA (Report prepared by the Joint
Inspection Unit)

African Symposium on Development (Paper
submitted by the Government of the
Republic of the Niger)

In-Depth Study of the united Nations
Intergovernmental Structure and Functions
in the Economic and Social Fields:
Decision 1987/112 adopted by the Economic
and Social Council at its fourth meeting
on 6 February 1987: A note by the
Executive Secretary

Joint ECA/OAU/UNIDO report on the
implementation of the Industrial
Development Decade programme in Africa

Report of the extraordinary meeting
of the Governing council of the African
Institute for Economic Development
and Planning (IDEP)

An information note on international
conferences on the United Nations
Programme of Action for African Economic
Recovery and Development and its
implementation

5f\. E/ECA/CM.13/58 Report of
Technical
the Whole

the eighth
Preparatory

meeting of
Cornnli ttee

the
of

59. E/ECA/CM.13/59 Report of the seventh meeting of the
Conference of Ministers of African
Least Developed Countries
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HOW TO OBTAIN UNITED NATIONS PUBLlCA1'IONS

United Nations .publications may be obtained from bookstores lind distributors
throughout the world. Consult your bookstore or wriU! to: United Nations, Sales
SectiOn, Now York or Geneva.

COMMENT SE PROCURER LES PUBL1CATlONS DES NATIONS UNIES

Lea publications des Notions Vnies 80nt f'n vente dans les librairies et les agences
d6poeitaires du monde entier. Infonnez-vouB nupres de \/otre libraire ou adre!\8(';l·\/OUS
a : Nations Unios, Section des ventes, New York ou Genevo.
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Lea publicacion8IJ de 1&8 Nscionea Unidas elltan en \/enta en Iibrerias y <'aSaR distri­
tMddor&a en todas partelll del mundo. ("..onaulte a 8U librero 0 dirijase a: Nacionu
U...... Secci6n de Ventaa, Nueva York 0 Ginebra.
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