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The meeting ~as called to order at 3.15 p.m.

AGENDA ITEM 9 (continued)

GENERAL DlmATE

Mr. ACEVEDO (Paraguay) (interpretation from Spanish); At the outset of

this statement before the forty-third session of the General Assenbly of the Uni ted

Nations, we extend our respectful greetings to the President, Hr. Dante Caputo,

Minister of Foreign Relations and Worship of the RepUblic of Argentina, and we

sincerely hope th~t, under his wise guidance, this session will be crowned with

success &nd result in meaningf~l solutions towards international peace and security.

Similarly, we hail our secretary-General, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, to whom

we express our gratitude for his tireless and fruitful efforts for peace at a time

when his worthy endeavours have brought the world lofty victories that lend this

Organization a role of universal leadership.
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Just recogni tion of these efforts is clearly expressed by the recent award of

the 1988 Nobe1 Peace Prize to the United Nations peac:-.e-keeping forces, tQ our great
sa tisfaction.

Since 1945 the Republic of Paraguay has never doubted that the world needs an

Organ iza tion respected by all Sta tes, based on in terna tional law and the noble

principles of justice, peace and security, which would at all times guarantee the

peaceful settlement of disputes, continuing social and economic development,

respect for the principle of non-intervention in the internal affairs of States,

and other no less important principles, such as the territorial integrity of States

and the equality of all oountries under the law.

We have never understood the posi tion of those Sta tes which, forgetting t.~e ir

mol' al obliga tions to the Organ iza tiQn, do not tak e advantage of th is for um for the

settlement of international co... flicts, thus depriving the United Nations of its

le'lding role, which must be reoogn ized because of the purposes for which it was

founded.

Today our hopes are rising once more because the importance of the United

Na tions is being ("cognized wi th new understanding \1herever problems of

internatiQnal law have to be solved, thanks to the productive work of the

Secretary-General and his SpeC1 al represent." tives and to the chanqe of att;. tud..·

wh ich at las t seems to have occurred, so that Sta b~5 are prepared to reach•
soll.J tions to the ir dispu tes wi t!l the help of our Organ iZ3 tion.

On behalf of the Republic of Paraguay, r wish tt') expre:;s our satb;facth')n at

the good news that preceded the opening of this ~1e3sion of the C,ener.1l Assembly of

the possibil ity of ehron ie confl iets being solved throug'l the affective

intervention e)f our Organiz.3tion. We hope that time '~ill prove that we are right,

t~at what now present; itRel f as merely the glimmer of cl solution will become an

affective rp.ality, to the benefit ()f all peoples, and th03t it :MV he Mid once
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again that there was a !f,()ment in history when Governments gave the Unitecl Natio\1s
effective means of solving problems t.'lat had seemed insoluble. Such 'is the case

wi th regard to the Pers ian Gulf waq the gradual wi thdrawal of foreign troops from

Afghanistan; the possibility that foreign soldiers will be withdrawn from Cambodia;

the possibility of a peace agreement between Angola, Cuba and the Republic of SOuth

Africa; and the beginning of a dialogue, in auspicious conditions, between the two
communities in cyprus.

I cannot do better than recall here certain passages from the statement made
in this forum by the President of the Republic of Paraguay, General

Alfredo Stroessner, at the third special session of the General Assembly devoted to
disarmament. He said:

"I am honoured to bring to this lofty forum the voice of the Republic of

Paraguay, the thinking of a nation truly dedicated to peace, which shares

un iY~r sal ideals of secur ity, freedom, justice and development.
III ...
"The Republic of Paraguay firmly upholds the pr inciples of

non-intervention in the internal affairs of other States, th~ legal equality

of natitlns and the self-determination of peoples.

"In all international forums we maintain clear positions in favour of

relations between nations based on fair legal pr inciples of mutual respect and

c:o-opera tion.

"In the United Nations and in the Organization of American States (OAS),

we uphold the principles of friendship and co-opera tion, wi th full confiden-::p.

in t'le beneficial results that acer ue whenever rela tions between Sta tes are

established with goodwill and in a spirit of solidarity.
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"At all international ev~nts, conferences and me~tings we speak the

constructive language of peace, thus projecting the reality being led by the

Republic of Paraguay.

"Paraguayan constitutional law takes. as its essential principles respect

for international law; condemnation of wars of aggression and conquest and all

forms of colon ialism and imper ialism; the peaceful settlement of international

disputes by lawful means; respect for human rights and the sovereignty of

peoples; and the aspiration to live at peace with all nations."

(!LS-lS/PVe8, pp. 3, 4)

The des ii:'e of the peoples for a genuine peace that will improve their

relations with each other is universal. Nations, without exception, cherish

international law and view with concern the unilateral decisions taken by certain

States in their relations with other countries, which damage not only the prestige

of the United Nations but also the essential pr inciples of its Charter, the purpose

of whose adoption was to banish the evil of war, injustice, the predominance l)f

brutl;! force, foreign intervention in the affairs of other States, and all the other

evils that affect the relations between peoples.

Poly country takes this opportunity to express its gratitude to the whole United

Nations system for the work it does in all areas, and especially for the effor.ts

made on behalf of land-locked countr ies with a relatively 10tl degree of

development. t~ are gratef:l1 for the continuing assistance of the United ~tions

Development Programme (UNDP), which has carried out and follows up so many projects

all over the world to meet the need for technology to be at the disposal of less

developed countries. At the risk of repeating ourselves, we must say that this

victory of our times pu ts an inescapable moral obliga tion on the weal thiest

countries at a time when extreme poverty robs men of their dignity in so many parts

of the world.
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The poor in Latin Amedca number 173 million. Of thi.s number, in 1985,

61 million lived in extreme poverty. If this trend continues, the poor in Latin

America will number 204 million by 1990, according to the UNDP. That body also

says that there is a social debt of $280 million - the sum that these CQuntr i~_

would have to invest to eradica te poverty.

These really shocking figures must, of course, bA! seen in relation to the

foreign debt problem of the countries of tatin America, at a time when development

demands new investments, and the prices of raw materials from the developing world

are not remunera tive. Al though the Republic of Paraguay, for tuna tely, is n,~t in

the same situation as many other countries of the region, we feel complete

solidarity with all those who see their future jeopardized by this problem, which

is so radically bound up with «X!velopnent and the improvement of living standards.

This problem requires not only economic but also political solutions which

recognize th~ moral obligation of the super-industridlized world to the less

developed countries. In 1987 the regional foreign debt amounted to $410 billion,

and in the last five years the continent has remitted $150 billion to the

international banking system just for debt servicing, amortization and interest,

without reciJcing the capital debt, which in fact has increased because of new

loans, in a dangerous race between attempts to improve the life of the majority of

our peoples and the un fa ir dLstr lbution of income between North and South.

The problem of the foreign debt is so serious that recent United Nltions

reports advise creditors to reduoe the amounts owed by up to 30 per cent, because

otherwise there will be no possibility of fulfilling commitments or resolving

satisfactorily the problems deriving from this troubling question. Highly

spacializp.<'I tatin American technical organizations have expressed the ~.,pinio:'l th,'1t

s\'llutil')n of the foreign debt problp-m is very closel'i related to an increase of
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trade in the region and a substantial irnp.":'OI.'l!ment in the prices for comllDdi ties at

which the debtor countries sell to the industrialized world.

The secretary-General's repoz on the work of the Organization deserves ou~

praise. We are familiar with the secretarY--General's oolmlitment to fulfil his

difficult and noble responsibilities as a man of peace, conciliation &od dialogue

at the international level. There are always factore which tmdermi.ne world order:

and peace and which are not precisely wi thin th~ area of competen~e of ~;e Uni toed

Nations, but time has shown that selfish, unilateral decisions are becoming more

rare, especially in the l:a.ght of what is happening at the present time, which shows

that the work of the Organization and the Secretary-General is having positive

results, despite the many difficulties on the thorny path of peace, justice and the

peaceful settlement of disputes.
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integration projects which will have a broad and favourable imP3ct on development

the basic infrastrlJcture. On the other hand, because of the br()therly ties t"lf

agr icultural and industr ial development as well as ooing a great deal of work on

~ducation and public health within the country) it also continues to encourr.lge

wit:lin Latin America. In that regard, it should be noted that, with the beginning

developing coun tries t() take strong economic adjustment measures.

and interest payments, and the low invesbnent. inflow. Those factors oompel all the

4.3 per cent in 1987, has reached almost 6 per cent th is year as a consequence of

the Republic of !?araguay continues its efforts to promote a better quality of life,

The economic and financial strategy anll the great efforts that have been

res trictions on interna tional trade and the la tin American external-debt problems,

1987 was 16.9 p~r cent - one of the highest rates among the Iatin American

This forward movement of the Paraguayan economy is the result of putting into

to coun teract the adverse trends in the terms of trade, the burden 0 f amor tiza tions

The Republic of P'\I~aguay is experiencing an encouraging growth :.1 its

exerted have had and still have the objective of achieving continuing development,

and austerity, in a climate of peace and serenity.

dur ing the past two decades. Sources in the Ecooomic Commission for la tin America

confirm that the cumulative growth rate of the gross national product from 1980 to

effect El plan to give an impetus to the economy~ that has been done with discipline

good prOSP2cts, basically in the agr icul tural sect()r. Therefore, despi te the

by the W:>rld Bank - is among the countries with the highest average rate of growth

adverse world economic condi tions, the Republic of Paraguay - accor.ding to a report

economy. For example, the rat~ of growth of our gross national product, which was

Bcr/mh
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of the commercial opera tion of turbines 12 ann 13, env isaqed for the end of th is

year, ttaipu - the largest dam in the world, built jointly with the G:>vernment of

the Federative Republic of Brazil - will generate 9,100,000 kilowatts. Similarly,

there has been no interruption in the construction of the Yacireta hydroelectr ic

daill on the Parana River, with a power of 4,050,000 kilowatts, or the construction

of an international 2,600-metre bridge, which is now near ing completion. Both

projects are being carried out in conjunction wi t.lt the l\rgentine Republic. The~e

large undertakings have already had the following positive effects~ the

availability of abundant electric power~ possibilities for electro-intensive

industries and the export of the energy from those industries; the electrification

of villages and towns in the interior of the country, from which 289 communities

have so far benefi ted.

We should also emphasize the facilities that are granted to us by brotherly

countries in free ports such as Paranagua and Rio Grande do Sur in Brazil, Rosario

and Buenos Aires in Argentina, Nueva Palmira and M::>ntevideo in Uruguay, Antofagasta

in Chile, and Matarani in Peru~ the latter two are on the Pacific coast.

I mention those examples of growth, efforts and sacr ifices in order to

demonstrate the vigour of a Government that is aware of its responsibilities and is

seek ing a quality of 1 ife for its people thut is in keeping with the proqress of

our civiliza tion.

On 15 August this year, a new period in the life of the Government began, in

conformity with the national Constitution. That Constitution was promulgated in

1967; it was the undispu ted product of the Na tional Consti tuen t Assembly, made up

of fOllr political parties. The elections for the five-year perion 1988 to 1993

were free and direct, in accordance with the provisions of the electoral l<1w. The

right to vo te was exercised, as usual, wi th many options and wi th in the speci fic
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time-limit establ ished by the law. The three br anches of Sta te power are
functioning freely, and the nation is moving towards the attainment of better goals
of progress and development in a mUlti-party environment open to all democratic
political trends that are in keeping with legal rules that are the same for

everyooe.

The Persian Gulf war has been and still is a matter of concern to the Republic

of Paraguay. It appears that the war has come to an end, thanks to the sic ilful

negotiations carried out by the Secretary-General and to the moral authority of our
OrganizatiCXl. we applaUd the good spirit shown by the parties involved, who have
rejected intolerance and chosen, instead, conciliatory dialogue. The Republic of
Paraguay hopes that these efforts will succeed, so that wcxld peace may be

strengthened.

Another cardinal subject among the international (X)nfl icts threatening

international peace and security cCXltinues to be the thorny question of

Afghanistan. That question can be summed up as armed intervention by a super-Power
that shows cCXltempt for the principles of the self-determination of peoples and
non-intervention in the internal affairs of nations. The news about the gradual
wi thdrawal of the occupying troops indica tea another extraordinary achievement by

the United Nations. That is a source of satisfaction to the international

community and a sign that internatiCXlal practice is again moving towards respect

for the sovereignty of States, in accordance with another principle~ the jur idical

equality of nations. We hope that the withdrawal of all the troops will soon be a
fact, for the sake of the insti tutions on which the eth ieal order of international
li fe and respect among na tions is bas~n.
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We note wi th interest the developments in the in formal talks that were held

recently, at the request of Incbnesia and other members of the Association of

South-East A~ian Nations, to consider the serious problem of Kampuchea in the

contP.xt of the search for a long-term p)litical solution in keeping with the

resolutions of our Organization. The withdrawal of the foreign military forces

remains the pre~ondition for the restoratit)n of Kampuchea '5 sovereign ty,

independence and self-determina tion.

The problems of the Middle East and Lebanon persist. There has still been no

positive response to efforts by the international community to restore peaceful and

tolerant coexistence tt") that region. In res[X)nse to the call for a peace

conference concerning the region, dissident voices have been raised alleging that

such a peace conference would be useless~ but no suggestions have been made for an

alternative under which the parties could give up their radical, conflicting

positions. The Republic of Paraguay repeats that any arrangement that is reached

must be in accordance wit.'l the provisions of Security Council resol'Jtion

242 (l961} v and that two fundamental pr inciples must be respected in any resolution

that nay be adopted:. full recognition of the sovereign existence of the State of

Israel, and the Palestinian people's eight to exist and to have a homeland. The

problem of Le!:>anon co.... tinues to be of concern to all men and women in the world.

It is time to end this irrational war that har: destroyed a country which was a

centre of peace and progress but in which today there is an ever-increasing spirit

of bell iger ency and des tr uction.

The recent events with regard to the Cyprus question open up encouraging

prosE'ects for the solution of t.'le problem, as the Secretary-General points Oolt in

his rep:>rt. The parties have resumed their talks, and with the good offices which

the Security Council has requeste.i the Secretary-General tn exercise, commitments

to co-operate have been made. The Republic of Paraguay very much hopes that

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



Bcr/mh ~V43/PV.29

15

(Mr. keved:>, Paraguay)

through direct dialogue betwee:~ the parties, and wi th the secretary-General

following up the progress achieved in the preliminary stages, the fundamental

objective desired by the international community can be achieved - that is, to see

the people of Cyprus living in peace and harmony with in the concert of nations.

The Government of the Republic of Paraguay, in accordance with a tradition

that has not varied since it particL.,.elced in the founding of the United Nations,

will lend its solidarity and co-operation to any initiatives that obtain the

required consensus to be put into effect, for the good of the Organization and the

international community - initiatives ranging from the financial stnmgthening of

the institution to the peaceful solution of the various problems with which it is

con fr on teci •
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The position of Paraguay on human rights has always been one based on justice
without giving offence, with a view to maintaining the highest levels of

coexistence between Governments and nations. Similarly, the right to life, liberty

and property are and will continue to be guaranteed by the terms of the

Constitution and by law, in keeping with the Universal Declaration of Human RightR.

The Republic of Paraguay has in all forums always rejected both the nuclear

and the conventional arms race, since it entails wasting billions of dollars while
there is an urgent need for economic and social development. International

securi ty, the process of development and peace based on respect for the dignity of
all nations, law and the right to life can be achieved only by the cessation of the

arms race both in the rich indu~trialized countries and in countries that need

these resources to promote their developnen t.

Another scourge on mankind that negatively affects the very structure of human
life is terror ism. This practice continues to undermine the moral order of human

existence and its fatal consequences have shocked na tions that cherish peace, order

and respect for human life without distinction of any kind, such as nationality,

colour, origin or opinion. It is time to be frank and ask ourselves whether our

countriss and our Organization have done enough to put an end to this horrendous

scourge, for ther~ is nothing so cowardly in the world and in the history of

mank ind as the murder of innocent human beings under the pretext of calling

attention to certain issues that cannot be resolved in this way, by destroying man
and his social institutions. The Republic of Paraguay, which has not experienced

this madness that is terrorism or armed violence, urges all Member States which
usually blame the existence of this evil on underlying causes to change their

atti tude and unreservedly support all ini tia tives to elimina te terror ism from the

world.
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There is only one alternati~e for our Organiz3tion~ either all countries

agree to combat this cruel and bloody practice with all the force of morality and

law or the Organization will lose its prestige and credibiUt~· before the peoples

of the world, who see in the United Nations a valuable and irreplaceahle instrument

for putting an end to international terrorism.

My country's Government is combating the scourge of drugs with all its legal

and moral strength. As the President of Paraguay, General Alfredo Stroessner, said

before the General Assembly:

"With the Constitution and the laws, we are confronting those who are

trying to weaken our free institutions, the detestable agents of that social

cancer, the drug traffic." (A/S-15/PV.8, p. 11)

Our country has joined world efforts to €- iminate this pernicious activity. It

took part in the last Vienna Conference on Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking and

is giving full effect to the Declaration and broad plan of action which emanated

from that international conference. Our legislative branch is currently engaged in

preparing a new law to suppress drug trafficking, for we know that our legislation

must reflect th is sad moment for mank ind which is des tah il iz ing its free

ins ti tu tions and corrupting the human person.

vIe firmly believe that our Organization hac; now reached a high point in its

activities for international peace and security. We trust that its valuable

co~peration wit~ the Organization of American States ,OAS) and the Latin American

Economic System (SELA) will continue to increase in the quest for a better future

for our region and for: all the wor Id, ft:)r no one doubts the need for the existence

and activities of regional organizations.
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The Republic of Korea has always been a country under international strict

juridical order, respecting the law, ethical norms and international law. My

Government understands that there is no obstacle standing in the way of its
admission to the Organization, while keepiilg open the possibility for the People's
Republic of Korea to do likewise. This request is justified by the fact that the
United Nations must beoome increasingly universal, without any exceptions.

We fully appreciate what the law of the sea means to the world in the context
of an increasingly interdependent and participating international conmunity where

countries are seeking agreements on improving the use of the resources of the sea

without discrimination. My country firmly believeo that the United Nations

Convention ora the Law of the Sea is proof of the progress made by mankind towards
fairer goals. The Republic of Paraguay ratified that international instrument and
will support its applicability in all forums of the world.

The world is closely following the work of this session of the General

Assenbly in this crucial time for the peaceful coexistence of peoples, when the
media are reporting the activities of the Organization with regard to well-known

hotbeds of conflict, death, desolation, misery and pain.

It is necessary to redouble our efforts in order to prome~e peace and security
and overcome understandable differences and existing ideologies, united in our
desire to serve mankind, making sure that the terror of war - and the next war
could indeed be the last if nuclear weapons are used - will never again grip the

world. Let us continue together in t.~e search for a future of lOll'e and

understanding between men and peoples where no room is left for the hatred that
kills, the hunger that undermines the dignity of the King of Creation, the terror
that petrifies and converts us into wild beasts, and the intolerance that denigrates
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the moral quality of life in society. That is the only hope left to us in view of

the arsenals that have been built up in the world. It is up to us, through

conciliation, to convert this aspiration into reality.

We trust that the Supreme Creator will enlighten us and gi'Je us the necessary

moral strength to continue to work for a world of peace and justice.

Mr. SE! (Gambia)~ t wish to extend to you, Sir, the warm congratulations

of the Ganbian delegation on your election to the high office of President of t.'1e

forty-third session of the General Assembly. I am sure that with your diplomatic

skills and ability, as exemplified by your illustrious career, you will guide the

deliberations of this important session to a successful conclusion. In the

discharge of your d~ties you can count on the full co-operation of my delegation.

I should like to take this opportunity to express my delegation's profound

thanks and gratitude to Mr. Peter Florin, Deputy Foreign Minister of the German

Democratic Republic, for the efficient and businesslike manner in which he

conducted the deliberations of the forty-second session of the General Assembly.

Permit me also to pay a special tribute to our indefatiqable

Secretary-General, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, for his laudable efforts in t~~

prom:>tion of inter national (X)~peration and h is devotion to the search for peace

am:>ng na !:ions.
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The decis ion of the Nobel Commit tee to award the 1988 Peace Pr ize to the
United Nations peace-keeping forces deserves our praise and admiration. This

well-deserved recogni tion is also a testimony to the dedication and courage of the
thousands of men and women spread around the globe and fully committed to the aims
and ideals of the Charter of the Organization. The United Nations family deserves
to be congratulated.

L~st year at this time, when the forty-second session of the General Assembly
convened, the world was still caught in a web of escalating tensions and regional
conflicts. In some areas, these conflicts took on higher intensity and wider
involvement, fuelled with even more destructive weapons. The cost, both in
material and in human terms, became incalculable, and unprecedented since the last
World War.

From the heat of the sahara to the lush greenery of southern Angola, ft'om the
Shatt aI-Arab waterway to the rugged mountains of Afghanistan and into the plains
of Indochina, the principle of the peaceful resolution of disputes became

illusive. It seemed as if the world had forgotten the solemn declaration of the

United Nations founding fathers that they were determined "to save succeeding

generations from the scourge of war". Indeed, conflicts, disputes and a general
state of ir,stability continued to prevail. But, at last, there is today a glimmer
of hope in the interna tional atmosphere for the resol'Jtion of several

long-outstanding conflicts and disputes. In fact, recent developments in many
troubled areas have opened up new possibilities for the peaceful settlement of

disputes and for co-operative coexistence among nations.

Who would have believed, only a year ago, that during this session we would
all be bask ing in t.'1e genuine hope of a more stable wor Id, because of the

remarkable achievement of a super-Power agreement actually to destroy a whole Cl.1R!')
of nUclear weapons? Pechaps, by this act, mankind has finally taken that implrtant
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first step away from the threat of a nuclear conflict. Wit.'l the ~resent spirit of

co-operation, my delegation is confident that this is just the first step, and that

the best is yet to come. As the Chinese saying goes, IlA joul'oey of a thousand

miles starts with a single step."

At their last summit in fot)soow earlier this year, President Reagan of the

United States and President Gorbachev of the Soviet Union laid a solid foundation

fora realistic approach to the question of peace, stability and the reduction of

the risk of global conflicts. The Wlole world notes with satisfaction their

determination to prevent the risk of war, whether nuclear or oonventional.

As the result of a remarkable series of initiatives and of greater

understanding, both super-Powers have contributed greatly to the transformation of

the world political situation. The new climate of nutual respect, understanding

and dialQ9ue has opened the door to more meaningful advances in the efforts of all

nations, especially the super-Powers, to strive for a world without nuclear weapons.

My delegation weloomes the fact that disarmament has been a major theme in

world poli tics during the last 12 months. We remain hopeful that the Uni ted

Nations will oontinl.!e to play its rightful role in creating the atmosphere for

meaningfUl dialogue and that all current negotiations on this important issue ~ill

be expeditiously and successfully concluded. It is also the hope of my delegation

that greater attention will be given to in~reased security in a wider sense,

namely, in the release of human and mater ial resources for redeployment on social

and economic programmes for the general welfare of all underprivileged peoples

around the world.

In his statement to the third special session of the United Nations General

Assellt>ly devoted to disarmament, held in June this year, the President of the

Gambia, His EXcellency Alhaji Sir Dawda Kairaba Jawara, addressed this issue of the
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unfortunate competition in the allocation of available resources for armaments and

development as follOdS:

"The allocati'on of massive resources for armaments is simply a major

constraint on the development process, as armaments and development both tend

to compete for the same limited resources. Given t.'le general global economic

and financial crises, reduced military spending could contribute significantly
not only to an increased flOrl of developmen t ass is tance to developing

countries, but also to an improved climate for global economic growth. We

should therefore work tirelessly to ensure that the progress made in

disarmament results in increased attention to economic and social development

matters and in particular to increased assistance to developing countries.

RellDte as the chances for this may seem at the noment, we should continue to

strive for this important transition, and I would urge th~t the General

Assennly give this important question partiCUlar attention at this special

session." (A/S-IS/PV.9, p. 12)

The current climate of peace, of renewed hope and optimismr is not only

evident in the search for a more stable and sustainable relationship between the

two super-Powers: it 'las,. as we all know, reached the other areas of conflict

around the warId.

In Afghanistan, foreign troops that have occupied that country for eight yeats
.ue now withdrawing. We hope that the signing of the Geneva agreements and the

total withdrawal of foreign troops will create conditions that will enable the

Afghan refugees to return to their country in safety and dignity. In this way, all

Afghans can sit togethe.r and chart their Odn destiny without any external influence.

At this juncture, my delegation woul~ like to pay tribute to the positive and

responsible attitude adopted by the Government of the Islamic Republic of

Pakistan. Despite the threat to its security, which emanated from the presence of
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foreign troops in neighbouring Afghanistan, the Islamic Qepublic of Pakistan

gallantly provided shelter and relief to over 3 million refugees in accordance with

universally recognized humanitarian principles.

We have also been follOlling wit.'1 keen interest the developments in the GJlf

region, mainly because of our genuine desire for peace. In fact, as we all know,

the President of the Republic of the Gambia, in his capacity as Chairman of the

Peace Committee of the Organization of the Islamic Conference, has since 1984 been

actively involved in t'1e difficult task of trying to bring an end to the Gulf war

and to create better understanding bet'<il1een the brotherly peoples of Iran and Iraq.

Fortunately, re~nt developments in the area have generated much optimism. This

conflict has caused immense SUffering to the populations of the two countries. It

is our felCvent hope that the cessation of hostilities and the current initiatives

of the secretary-General will lead to an honourable reso1:Jtion of all the

outstanding issues without further delay.

In South-East Asia, we welcome and applaud the initiatives of the Association

of South-East Asia."l Nations (MEAN), which culminated in the recent Jakarta

informal meeting, and its endeavour to find a solution to the Kampudlean problem.

We appeal to €Ill sides concerned to explore all poss ible avenues for the

restoration of the rights of the Kampuchean people, while at the same time ensur ing

the legitimate interests of all the countries in the regioo to live in peace with

one another.

OIU support for the current search for Cl soluti"n is based on t.'le principle

that no country should be permitted to define its security in a way that cre.ltes

'insecur ity for others.
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The presence of foreign troops in Kampuchea and the repeated incursions into

Thai territory have heightened tension and posed security problems in ~~e region.

It has also transformed a large section of the Kampuchean population into refugees

and placed an intolerable burden upon neighbour ing countr ies of fir st asylum,

particularly Thailand.

Like the rest of the international o:nnmunity, the Gambia is ool'lll\itted to the

complete wi thdrawal of foreign forces from Kampuc:hea, in accordance wi th the

relevant United Nations resolutions. This would allow the Kampuchean people to

determine their own future , wi th the full par ticipa tion of all Kampucheans.

In the Korean peninsula, we continue to support genuine efforts for the

peaceful reunification of North Korea and SOuth Korea, in the best interest of both

parties. In this regard, a meaningful dialogue is the key to a lasting solution

and must therefore be vigorously pursued. Pending reunificatiat, however, my

delegation will support the admission of both terth Korea and South Korea to the

United Nations, based on the principle of universality.

Wi th regard to the situation in the Middle East, the international colMlunity

must ensure that the already explcs ive si tua tion in that area is not immune from
the pr:evail ing cl imate of peaO!, dialogue and under standing. Davelopnen ts in ~lte

occupied territories over the last few months have proved beyond doubt that the

time has oome for the prevail ing winds of peaceful change to blO'Ii in th is area.

Wh Ue there is anxiety over the need for all Sta tes in the regioo to 1 ive wi th in

secure and recognized boundaries, we should admit that it is equally important to

emphasize that realization of the legitimate aspirations of the Palestinian people
to have a homeland of their own is latg overdue.
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we, :'n the Ganbia, will therefore continue to support the Palestinian people

the internal struggle that made South Africa the focus of attention. But in

immoral. This qo:owing interllCitional reaction is due to the sustained struggle

Africa. However, this widespread international outcry is not due to the

'lbday, there exists world-wide revulsion against the racist regime in South

international community suddp~'l.y relizing that apartheid is evil, l1il)lent and

ten th allOi',er sary of Secur Hy Council resolution 435 (1978) on Namibia ~ thus

Organization of Afr lcan Unity (OAU). The celebrations, however, took place at a

political settlement of the problem. In this connection, an arrangement based on

On the question of cyprus, my delegation will oontinue to enoourage the

Let me now focus rrrj attention on Africa. As members are aware, we in Africa

an international conference, under the auspices of the United Nations, a v~ry

the equal ri9hts of both communi ties could be an ideal solu tion.

important step in tIle search for a genuine and lasting settlement. But if such a

in t:,eir heroic struggle for an independent homeland. We consider the convening of

the Palestinian people, under the leadership of the Palestine Liberation

Secretary-General. We reiterate our hope that the two communities will oontinue to

Organ iza Hon (PLO).

conference is to succeed, it must gual'antee the full and effective participation l)f

oo-opera te wi th the Secretary-General wi th a view to reaching a nutually acceptable

serving as a sombre and bleak reminder of the nature of the monstrous regime in

being waged by progressive and democratic forces inside South Africa itself. It is

ongoing conl.'Jcts and negotiations taking place under the good offices of the

have just celebrated the Silver Jubilee of our continental organization, the

AP/fc
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bringing this about, the people of South Africa and the front-line States have had

to make great sacr ifices. In spi te of the past record, much has been made by the

racist regime and its supporters of South Africa's intention to institute reforms

in compliance with internationally recognized norms.

If there is any regime tha t quali fies to have Chapter VII of the Char ter

invoked, t~en surely it is this regime whose policies have been rightly and

universally declared as a crime against humanity. We must therefore make greater

efforts to support the struggle of the South Afr iean people by continuing to str ive

for the application of comprehensive and mandatory sanctions. The international

community must find ways and means of adopting further measures desi.gned to impress

on the authorities in Pretoria the compelling urgency of dismantling apartheid and

creating the str uctures of democracy in SOuth Afr lca.

My delegation would also strongly urge the international community to provide

the front-line States with such assistance as would guarantee their territor ial

integrity and independence. We should, however, make sure that such assistance is

not simply regarded as an easy al ternative to dealing with the root cause of the

crises in southern Africa wich, as we all know, is South Africa's ever-increasing

internal repression and brutality in its futile attempts to perpetuate apartheid.

At the rooment, there is steadily 100un ting optimism wi th regard to the peaceful

settlement of the Namibian questio'n. Naturally, we, in Africa, welcome the series

of negotiations that have SI') far taken place. We hope they will eventually lead to

the independence of Namibia, within the framework of security Council

resolution 435 (1978).

r~ several occasions in t~e past, hopes have been raised that Scuth Africa

would bow to interna Honal pUblic opinion and to morality by accepting the

provisions of Security Council resolution 435 (1978). Those hopes have been

repeatedly thwarted by a defiant South Africa; henc9 the reason for our ca'.1tiollS

--=-
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optimism. We hope that th is time, the in terna tional consensus on the illegality

and inadmissibility of Pretoria's actions and its several military setbacks in

southern Angola will ensure that SOuth Africa stays at the negotiating table.

We all do recall that when the founding fa t.~er s of the United Nations drew up

the Charter in 1945, they reaffirmed their faith in fundamental human rights and in

the dignity and worth of the human person. Besides the Charter, the Unitp.d Nations

has also made clear pronouncements on human rights in many fundamental texts, such

as, t~e Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948, the International Covenant

on Economic, SOcial and Cultural Rights of 1966 and the International Covenant on

Civil and Political Rights of 1966.

As we commemorate this year the fortieth anniversary of the adoption of the

Un iversal ~claration of Human Rights, let us remenber that all these solemn

declarations and covenan ts recogn ize that freedom from want and fear can be

achieved only if condi tions are crea ted \..nereby everyone enjoys his or her civ il

and pol i Hcal r igh ts •

The issue of the protection and promotion of basic human rights cannot

therefore be separated fro:n the immediate problems of human survival. There is an

indissoluble link between the two. Human rights is indivisible and universal,

incorporating, as it were, social and economic rights, such as, the right to a

d~cent diet, shelter and access to basic health care and educational facilities.

In view of the widening gap bebleen the universally accepted practices of

human rights and the stark realities in many parts of the world, we must make more

intensive efforts to defend the rights and dignity of the individuaL The Gambia

does not wish to interfere in the internal affairs of any State. Our stance on

human rights is notivated only by a special concern for the individual and his

freedom and dignity.

--------------------------------
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It is gratifying to note that specific steps wit.'lin each region to improve the

protection of fundamental rights and freedoms are particularly promising.

In Africa, important oocisions have been taken towards the

insti tu tionalization of respect for and protection of human righ ts in the

continent. As this Assembly may be aware, an Organization of African unity (OATJ)

Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights has now been established and the Gambia's

offer to host the headquarters of the Commission has been unanimously accepted by

the member States of the OAU. We believe that the confidence and trust ·...,hich have

been reposed in the Government and people of the Garrt>ia are based on our fir:n and

ir revocable commi tmen t to the protection and prom:>tion of human r igh ts, a

commitment which is derived from the principles enshrined in both our domestic laws
and our foreign policy.

Besides the decision to host the Secretariat of the OAU Comnission on Human

and Peoples' Rights, we in the Gambia are currently in the process of establishing

a centre for democracy and human rights studies in order further to promote and

consolidate our ac.'iievements in this area. I hasten to add that the proposed

centre will be a non-governmental institution, opan to all those who share the

Gambia's commitment to democracy, the rule of law and the principles of freedo:n and

the integrity of the individual.

Those are some of the more pressing political issues confronting the

international community. Throughout the world there seems to be renewed commitment

and hope that these political problems, despi te their seeming compleid ty, will all

some day be resolved peacefully.

But if the political climate offers some hope for the futlJre the same cannot

be said for the internatio.,al economic environment. My delegation notes, with a

great deal of anxiety, that our current economic crises, which pose no less of a
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threat to international peace and security, are not being imagina tively and

effectively tackled. I'btwithstanding the special ooncern about long-term

structural problems, the necessary poli tical will to solve them is regrettably

still lacking.

As a result of global recession, unfavourable terms of trade, persistent high

interest rates in some developed countries and the increasing cost of debt

servicing, most African oountries, including the Gambia, have had to put in place a

comprehens ive package of reform measures in order to remove structural irmalances

in our eoonomy and establish a firm footing for reoovery and developmen t with

growth.

Although there has been marked progress in redressing some major

macro-economic and sectoral distortions, l1Uch still remains to be done. The

Government of the Gambia is fully aware of the hardships and di fficulties brought

about by these domestic policy reforms, but we continue to show full determination

in implementing all measures required for a speedy economic recovery and for laying

the foundation for sustained long-term economic growth and prosperity.

However, it is clear that our efforts to help ourselves will fail without a

new and substantial flow of financial resources on a coocessionary basis. We hope

that the international oommunity will give significant support to our efforts, in

conformity with the commitments made in the context of the United Nations Programme

of Action for African Fconomic Recovery and Development, adopted in 1986. It will

be recalled that this Programme of Action was recently revised and reviewed by the

Ad Hoc Conmittee of the Whole of the General Assembly. My delegation sincerely

hopes that at this session the Asserrbly will decide on the measures for overco1ning

the shortoomings and constraints that have been identified.
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The root cause of the current economic cr isis of the developing countries has

been the collapse in commodi ty pr ices. According to recen t es timates, the

cumula tive loss for developing coun tries resul ting from the decl ine in comnndi ty

pr ices relative to those of manufactured goods imported by them between 1980 and

1985 annun ted to about $US 50 billion. Such large losses in a period of declin in!}

official development assistance emphashes the need for increased multilateral

co-operation generally.

Nor should we lose sight of the fact that developing countr ies' dependence on

primary comnndities has remained strong, ranging between 68 per cent and almost

100 per cent. Moreover, in some cases, such as that of the Gambia, one or two

primary comnndities account for 90 per cent of total exports. The share of primary

commodities in gross development product for the developing countries is over

30 per cent, whereas for the developed market~conomy countries it is less than

10 per cent. Consequently, a decline in commodity export earnings has far-reaching

implications for us, not only for current acco~~t balances but also for fiscal

reven:Jes.

One aspect of the African crisis, which could be directly linked to commodity

prices and which places a premium upon the need for flexibili ty and a new approach

towards its solution, is the problem of acute external indebtedness. Africa's

economic development has been held back by debt more than by anyth ing else.

Th". need for an international conference to tackle this problem is beooming

even more urgent. ItJmust be fully recognized, however, that despi te the

d~bt-relief measures adopted so far by some developed credi tor oountr ies the

African debt crisis can be solved only if our economies are given the necessary

impetus to grow and all debts are converted to grants.
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In addition to the restructuring of our national economies, the present crisis

in Afr iea has focused attention on the urgent need to take fur ther action on

opera ting and sustaining closer subregional and regional co-opera tion. It cannot
be overemphasized that Afr ica 's future lies in greater co-operation and

self-reliance, with a view to ensuring a balanced development, within the framework
of our drive towards the total economic emancipation of Africa in consonance with

the spirit of the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos. That is whj the

G,vernment of the Gambia attaches the greatest importance to our subregional

organization, the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWA~).

Amidst rapid economic changes and uncertainties, EOJWAS continues to find

effective ways of improving the standard of 1 iving of mill ions of people in our
subregion. In this regard the Gambian President will, i'1 his capacity as the

current Chairman of ECOtlAS, strive to give new impetus to the implementation of

various programmes of subregional organizations, inclUding the EOOWAS EConomic

Recovery Programme •.

Still on EODWAS matters, I Should like to take this opportunity to

congra tula te the Uni ted Nil tions Regional Cen tre for Peace and Disarmament for

Africa for organizing a training programme on conflict resolution, crisis

prevention and management and confidence-building among ECOtiAS States, in Lome,
~go, from 22 August to 2 September 1988.

The programme provided a forum for communication between senior military and

civilian officials of ECOWAS States reponsible for issues of peace and security in

their countr ies, especially in the practical sk ills and expertise needed to prevent

and manage conflicts. This approach was seen as helping to break down barriers of
mistrust and thereby enhance confidence among EOOWAS States.

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



EH/mmt
~/43/PV. 29

3S

(~tr. Sey, G~)

it

Both military and civilian perspectives are essential in ...~~er to have a

complete view of the dynamics of problems being analysed and to establish concrete

mechanisms in the future for the realization ':If lasting peace and security 1n

Afr ica.

~}3 a result of the success of this progral11'lle, the desire has been expressed to

continue such programmes and to expand them to include other sUbregions of Africa.

On this important issue of peace and security in Africa it is encouraging to

note that the ini tia tives taken by our leaders to settle t.'le differences between

Chad and Libya, Moro~) and Algeria and Ethiopia and Somalia are beginning to bear

fruit.

-
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we whole-heartedly support this approach to the peaceful settlement of

dispu~s between the brother peoples of Afr ica, based on the spir it and pr inciples

of the charter of the .organization of Afdcan Unity.

At a time when all our energies are being concentrated on ~~e twin problems of

survival and growth, a new and dangerous Phenomenon is beginning to cause

widespread anxiety and alarm. I am, of course, referring to the totally

lI1acceptable and irresponsible practice of dumping industrial and toxic waste in
Afr ica. The Gambia is one of a number of countr ies that have been approached, but

we have firmly rejected all requests for the disposal of iradustrial waste in O:lr

country. Given the gravity of this situation, we have also enacted very important

and stringent laws to prevent the likelihood of any waste-dumping in the Garrbia.

And, as I have said on another occasion, despite our poverty no amount of money

would lead us to agree to mortgage the future of our environment.

Over the years the Gambia has paid special attention to the better management
of our environment as \>le endeavour to improve the standard of living of our

[)p'ople. In fact, about a decade ago the Governmen t of the Gambia issued a special

declaration, known as the Banjul declaration, in which we

"pledged our untiring efforts to conserve for now and posterity as wide a

spectrum as possible of our remaining fauna and flora."

Furthermore, fo11011ing the long period of drought and the relentless encroachment

of the desert in nur subregion, we in west Africa must be spared from any further

form of environmental degradation.

My delegation would therefore like to support the proposal first made by the

Federal RepUblic of Nigeria, and now acce pted as an Economic Communi ty of west
African States (EOJWAS) project, for the establishment of a "dump watch", in order

that countries which may be subject to the dumping of industr ial wal'lte are aler t'!d
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in good time to enable them to put in place all the precal1tiaaary measures

necessary to safeguard their environment. The United Nations should set up a

special committee that would look into the activities of industrial companies that
are guilty of this crime. The countries that have been seductively subjected to

the systematic pollution of their environment should also be compensated.

This is the background against which the forty-th ird session of the General

Assemly is convening. Never have there been greater opportunities and

possibilities than today for the establishment of a wor ld free of the menace of
nuclear conflagration and regional conflicts.

I Should lik~ to conclude by reassuring members of the Gamhia's deep

commitment to the maintenance of internatiaaal peace and security, as well as to

international oo-operation for the promotion of the economic and social advancement
of all peopl.e.

Let us, therefore, through collective action, rededicate ourselves to the

lofty ideals and principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations if we
are to ensure the survival of mank ind and preserve peace among nations.

Mr. MULIRO (Kenya)\ Mr. President, I wish at the outset to convey to you
the best lO:ishes of the President of the Republic of Kenya, the Haaourable

Daniel T. Arap Moi, and his hope for the success of the deliberations at the

forty-third session of the General Assembly. I should also like to convey to you

my delegation's and my own warm caagratulations on your election to the challenging
high office of the presidency of this session. Your well known diplomatic skills

and wide experience guarantee the sYccessful outcome of our discussions in this
"ody. I pledge to you the full oo-operation and support of my entire delegation in
ful f 11Ung th ese ex pecta tions.

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



BHS/pt A/43/PV.29
38

(r-ir. Muliro, Kenya)

F

I also wish to convey to your predecessor, the Deputy Foreign Minis ter ()f the

German Democratic Republic, Mr. Peter Florin, my delegation's appreciation of the
exemplary manner in which he presided over the work of the last session of the

Assembly.

The fundamental principle underlying the Charter of the United Nations is the

maintenance of international peace and security. This principal objective cannot
be realized without effective leadership. In the recent past the United Nations

has been seen by many a~ having a marginal influence in solving the critical issues

of the day. Indeed, ttte very existence of the Organization has been critically

ques tioned. However, look ing a t recent even ts of the year, the Uni ted Na Hons has
made important contributions to resolving regional oooflicts. The cease-fire in

the war between Iraq and Iran has been real ized through Uni ted Nations efforts.

The withdrawal of Soviet troops from Afghanistan has oome about as a result of

United Nations intervention. The decision by Viet Nam to withdraw its troops from

Kampuchea was prompted by repeated calls by the United Nations for Viet Nam to do

so. In soathern Africa, Angola, Cuba and Sou th Africa are work ing on an agreemen t

that will start the process towards the independence of Namibia in the framework of

Uni ted Na tions r esolu tion 435 (1978).

Wh ile mindful of the lower ing of tension between the super-pa,.;er SJ we can

at tribu te th is list of successes by our Organ iza tion to the pa tien!:, strong and

effective leadership given by our Secretary-General. I therefore wish to pay a

warm tribute to him and to his staff for these resounding su.ccesses.

Kenya has always sta ted its oonv ietion t.'1at resolution 435 (1378) remains the

only basis for Namibia's independence. Therefore, while we are gr.atified to :3ee
the important understanding reached between Angola and Cuba on the question of the

deployment of the latter's troops in Angola, we contintlp. to hold the vie'lI that
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Namibia IS independence should not and must not be linked to the issue of Cuba IS

troops in Angola. The Uni~d Natit')ns should now proceed with the implementation of

Security Council resolution 4.35 (1978) without any further unnecessary delays.

Wi th regard to South Afr ica itsel f, we remain gr avely concerned that, despi te

continuous i.nternational appeals and pressures, the racist regime in that country

has not released Nelson r>1andela and all other political detainees, as demanded by

the Uni ted Na tions through its numerous resolu Hons.
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Moreover, the decis ion of the Pre tor ia regime to place tha t coun try under a

state of emergency belies its oft-repeated assurances of conmit.'1Ient to real change

and del1Dcratic rule in SOuth Africa. By now it must be clear to all that the true

intention of the minority racist regime in SOuth Africa is the perpetuation of its

illegal and oppressive policy of apartheid, which the international community has

loog declared illegal and a crime against humanity.

SOuth Africa must therefore cease and desist from its cunning manoeuvres aimed

at delaying the eradication of apartheid by instituting cosmetic changes in the

name of so-called reform. Kenya calls on this body and peoples of good",Ul

everywher~ to continue to exert pressure on the Pretoria regime to abandon

apartheid. Nelson Mandela and all other political prisoners and detainees in SOtlth

Afr ica must be released unoonditionally and immediately so that they can

participate fully in the delTDcratic process of their country. SOuth Africa should

also immediately lift the state of emergency and its ban on liberation movements

operating both inside and outside the country, and refrain from its acts of

destabilization against its neighbours and other African countries in the subregion.

The large system of apartheid has made many South Africans suffer. A large

number have left their homes to seek refuge in neighbour ing States. South Afr ica

continues its threats to destabilize neighbouring countries, causing mass movements

of displaced persons within those States and outside and therefor.e further

increasing the volume of refugees.

In order to alleviate the plight of the refugees and the burden imposed on the

States hosting them, the r.Jerrber States of the Organization of African Unity (OATJ)

agreed on the need for burden sharing in resettling the refugees. They did this in

consonance wi~~ the international community, which resolved after the second World

War to oontr ibute to the cost of the Office of the High Conrnissioner for Refugees.

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



AW/mh A/43/PV.29
42

(Mr. Muliro, Kenya)

However, in recognition of the ~teriorating refugee situation in southern
Africa, the OAU Council of Ministers, at its fortieth meeting, in 1987, called for

a conference on the problem. One of the main aims of the Conference was to

formulate ideas on how to assist front-line States. The co-operation received from

the ;.n terna tional commun i ty, and par ticularly the Government of Norway, wIli ch made

the Conference possible, has been enoouraging. The implementation of the agreed

programme and plan of action will require the co-operation of all Member States.

The international oo1i'lllunity is also urged to look into the plight of these

refugees, because their needs, \tlhich are unique, have to be scrutinized, appraised
and well understood in order to provide them with the appropr iat~ forms of

ass is tance.

The war between the two fraternal States of Iran and Iraq resulted in the loss

of numerous lives and untold suffering for many families in both countries. Kenya

hailed the two oountries' agreement to a cease-fire with effect from

20 August 1988. While commending the l~ders of t'l- two nati.ons for their courage
and statesmanship in agreeing to halt the bloody conflict, our deepest gratitude

goes to our secretary-General, under whose auspices the two countries were able to
come to the negotiating table in a bid to resolve their differences. Kenya is

proud of its modest contribution, in connection with a united Nations observer

team, to the quest for a lasting peace between the two countries, with which it

enjoys cordial relations.

Wb ile we observe some signs of r elaxa tion of tension in var ious par ts of th e
world, in the Middle East the signs are in a different direction. The uprising of

the Palestinians in Israeli-occupied territories clearly demonstrates the

frustration of those people, who have lived under military occupaHon for more than
20 years. Israel, in its mistaken belief, has resorted to excessive use of force

to suppress demonstrations. The use of force cannot be the answer.
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Kenya has said time and again that no lasting peace in the area can be

achieved until the legitimate rights of the Palestinians are recognized, including

their right to self-determina Hon and to a State of their own. We recognize the

rights of all States in the region, including Israel, to exist within

internationally recognized boundaries. We therefore call upon Israel to withdraw
fr~m all the Arab land occupied since 1967, as th is is the only path to the

achievement of a durable and lasting peace.

In Central America, unlike other regions where the peace process is gatherinq

momentum, we note with concern that very little progress has been realized despite

the efforts of the Contadora and Support Groups. We therefore call upon all the

Sta tes of the region to redouble their efforts in the search for peace in the light

of the current favourable international political climate.

In the Korean peninsula, we are encouraged by the recent developments in

favour of a dialogue between the two parties. We therefore call for continued

constructive dialogue between 'che two Koreas towards a peaceful settlement of the

problem.

The continuing arms race remains a major threat to the survival of mankind.

More clearly than at any other stage in history, the entire international community

is now in agreement regarding the serious danger posed on our planet by enormous

arsenals of nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction. It was against
th is background that we had hoped that the fi fteenth special session of the General
Assenbly - the third special session devoted to disarmament - held in June this

year, would provide an opportunity to agree on a oourse of action that could gilJe

further momentum to the disarmament process. Unfortunately, the session ended

without reaching agreement on a ooncluding document, in spite of the international

climate provided by the signing of a Treaty between the two super-Powers.
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However, although no agreement was achieved by the special session, we must

look ahead and use the little that was accomplished as a ba~ls for future efforts.

Good proposals were made at that session and should be examined for future adoption.
In the recent months we have observed some very encouraging signs of easing of

tensions in most parts of the world. The ongoing negotiations on arms reduction

between the two super-Powers have demonstrated that significant process in

disarmament can be attained if there is genuine trust. In this regard, we welcome

the recently concluded Treaty between the United States of Amer ica and the Union of

SCrliet Socialist Republics on the Elimination of Their Interrrediate-Range and

Shorter-Range Missiles.

The continent of Africa has undergone, in the course of its history, a series

of unforgivable and humiliating experiences, such as slavery, balkanization,

colonization, economic plundering and exploitation, to mention but a few in this

sad catalogue. However, as if th is were not enough punishment of f.bther Africa,

another scourge has been inflicted on Africa during the last few mon~~s. I am

referring to the recent sordld revela tions that toxic and radioactive wastes have

been callously dumped in some African oountries by certain companies from

industrialized countries. This was and still is an outrageous criminal act.
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This "garbage imperialism" poses a serious and very harmful threat not only to

mankind but also to the global environment. It is quite ironic that while billions

of dollars are currently being spent on the cleaning of the environment all over

the world, some immoral oompanies have the temerity to dump toxic wastes, knowing

full well the end result of this despicable action. The internaticnal community

should condemn this callous action and take dp.cisive measures at the subregional

and regional levels to enact laws to punish severely the per pe tra tors of th is

v icious action.

As the 1980s come to an end, the global economy continues to be in a sorry

state, despite some growth rates in the industrialized countries and in South and

East Asia. Large international payment imbalances persist and there is a risk of

instability in stock markets, exchange rates and interest ratese 'rh is

deter iorating sit.uation is a direct consequence of continuing divergencies in the

macro-economic policies of the industrialized countries. Unless there are

significant changes in these policies, this may lead to a world-wide economic

recession.

The eoonomic conditions in t~e developing countries, particularly those with

heavy debt problems and those in Sub-Saharan Africa continue to worsen, despi te

their stabilization, adjustment efforts and fiscal austerity measures. There are

no prospects of improvement and the outlook for the future remains quite

uncertain. These countries are likely to be plunged into a prolonged period of

declining per capita income leading to severe poverty and secio-political unrest.

International economic relations oontinue to be character iz€!d bli inequalities

in the share of global weal th be tween the developed ant'! the developing coun tr ies.

This has been made worse by the unilateral and inequitable economic policies of

many of the indu5triali~ed countries.
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In the past it was taken for granted that once recovery in economic growth in

the industrialized countries was on stream, it would b& rapid enough to sustain

development in developing countries, and that the transformation of financial and

productive structures by the industrialized count~ies would not be disruptive to

development efforts elsewhere, particularly in developing countries.

This approach does not seem to work at all. The slow-down in the world

economy in the 1980s has demonstrated that the imbalances among industrial market
eoonomies constitute a serious threat to developing countries. The debt crisis,

which was precipitated by the slow-down in world trade, deteriorating terms of

trade in oommodities, the decline in imports from developing countries, the

unanticipa ted sharp and pets is tent increases in interest J:ates, and the unchecked
swing to a net negative transfer of resources serve as a clear warning that in

order for the global economy to recover and be on a sustainable growth trend, the
benefits of interdependence must be mutual and self-reinforcing. The current

vicious circle of poverty and waste in the th ird world - where over two th irds of

the human /:?Opulation and abundant natural resources are to be found - must be

broken in order to release the potential for generating global wealth for the

benefi t of all.

Dp.spite the slow-down in growth, many developing' 'untries are continuing

their efforts to improve social conditions under drastic fiscal austerity. There
are however limits to such efforts under the present unfair international trading
system, the negative transfer of resources and the burden of debt. The cost in

terms of environmental degradation, waste in human and natural resources, and

declining incomes threatens human well-being and the very surv ival of li fe on our

planet Earth. As t."le United Nations Children's Fund has observed with regard to

the possible nature of a new international development strategy for the 1990s, the

prospects for SlCM growt."l or stagnation in developing countr ies:
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present a major chall.::l\ge to the world community as it p!:'epares for the

1990s. This is especially so if our objective for the year 2000 is to

overcome the worst aspects of mass poverty: widespread malnutrition, htmqer,

ignorance and the deaths of nearly 40,000 small children daily.... If these

trends continue, per capita income levels in the least developed countries in

the year 2000 will still be well below that of 1980 and, for many African

countries, even below that of 1970, 30 years earlier."

According to the WOrld Bank, in .oontrast to other developing regions,

sub-Saharan Africa has shown consistently weak economic performance over an enti~e

generation. To make matters "'''rse, during the 19805 per capita inoome has fallen

to about three quarters of the level reached by the end of the 1970s. Africa's

poor eoonomic per formance has now begun to erode the region's productive base. By

the mid-1980s, gross investment levels in many countries were too low to maintain

the capital stock. Coosequently, health care an;) ec;:;cation, among other things,

have deteriorated.

African Governments, individually and collectively, are committed and have

undertaken comprehensive reform measures to improve the economic performance of

their oountries. However, the severe structural economic imbalances and the

VUlnerability of African economies to worsening external environment have had, and

continue to have, a serious negative effect on ~~ose efforts.

It was in consideration of this reality that at the special session of the

General Assembly on the critical economic situation in Africa held in 1986, African

Governments submitted a Programme of Action for African Ecooomic Recovery and

Development 1986-1990, which was adopted with the international oommunity making a

commitment to respond to Africa's efforts. At the conclusion of the recently

concluded mid-term review of the implementation of the Programme, it was
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acknowledged that, under severe austerity measures, the majority of African
countries had undertaken reform and structural adjustment measures aimed at
improving economic performance to bring about accelerated recovery and lay the
foundations for sustained development. It was also recognized that the reform
efforts of the African COI.. •• ~des had not been matched by international measures to
sustain them and that the A~rican economic performance had deteriorated further.

Although the international community has taken some commendable initiatives in
supper t of Afr iea's effor ts with regard to debt relief and resource flows, the

magnitude and nature of the African economic crisis calls for increased support and
immediate vigorous translation of commitments into concrete action in order to
produce the desired results. On their part, the African countries have tenewed
their commitment to these reforms and structural adjustments in order to improve
their economic performance and the well-being of their people. Kenya appeals to
all concerned, individUally and collectively, to take all necessary initiatives and
to make every effort to carry out the recommendations made in order to accelerate
the full and timely implementation of the Programme.
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Finally, Kenya would like to join c) ther Menber Sta tes in congra tula ting the

United Nations p-:;ace-keeping forces on winning the Nobel Peace Prize this year in

recogni tion of the ir services in the IM in tenance of peace and security. Wi th the

lowering of tensions between the super-Powers, the United Nati~ns is entering a new

phase that is ideal for revival of the multilateralism for which all of us have

been yearning. We have come to reali~e and equally appreciate the indispensability

of the United Nations in our world of today. In this regard, we must have a strong

United Nations to which all Member States are oollltlittea. Kenya, a staunch believer

in the United Nations, will not be found wanting in rendering its unflinching

support to our Organization.

Mr. NDONG (Equatorial Guinea) (interpretation from Spanishh The

forty-third session of the General AsseJ'lt)ly is beljinning its work at a till!9 when

the international onmmunity is anxiously stating and claiming, more than ever

before, its right to secure and lasting peace and tranquillity. This session,

therefore, must not dash these urgent hopes of the human oonmunity, which, for

countless valid reasons, calls i.t the hope of mankind. *

Against the background of that yearning of mankind, the delegation of the

Republic of Equatorial Guinea, which I have the honour of heading at th is time,

congratulates the President of the Assembly on his well-deserved election to

preside over our discussions. His country and the Republic ()f Equatorial Guinea

have had close and exce11en t diplomatic relations for a lQ'\g time. Moreover, the

Argentine Republic is one of the countries that responded sincerely and positively,

with grants and loans, to the call for help by His EXcellency

Mr. Obiang Nguema N:lasogo, when he first took power, for help in rebuUrUng the

.,
*Mr. Van Lierop (Vanuatu), Vice-President, took the Chair~
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countt'y, which had been ruined - indeed, devastated - by the previous regime. The
people of Equatorial Guinea remember and will alway03 remember this. For the

moment, all I have been asked to do is express wholehearted thanks to the people of
Argentina.

Tfle Argentine Republic's support for the ideals ol tfle United Nations is also

acknowledged and appreciated by the Republic of Equatorial Guinea.

The President's personal dedication, together with his negotiatill9 exper ience

and his recognized diplomatic gifts and talents, guarantees that the resolutions

that will be adopted at the end of the debates will be impartial, beneficial and

pr:ofitable for everyone. To that end, my delegation is fully at his disposal. We

assure him that we shall do nothing to hinder his work to achieve the desired

consensus.

On behalf of the delegation of Equatorial Guir'iea, I extend our congratulations
to the other officers of the Assell'bly, whose hard work in co-ordinating our

activities is not always fully recognized and appreciated.

With great nostalgia we express our gratitude to the outgoing President,

Mr. Peter Florin, for the diplomatic and political wisdom with which he guided the

delicate work of the forty-second session of the Assembly. His conduct ga'Jc us

encouragement to continue the struggle against the injustice confronting the human
community, and to do so in accordance with the words of our national emblem:
unity, peace and justice.

The people and Governmen t of Equai:or fal Gu inea express to

Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, the secretary-General of the United Nations, speci",t
gratitude for his great dedication and total devotion to the ptoblems of the

international community and his sincere aim of seeing concrete form given to the
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lofty and noble ideals of the San Francisco Charter. In paying this tribute to

him, we should like to th ink that the awarding of the Nobel Peace Prize to the

United Nations peace-keeping forces was to a large extent the result of his

efforts. If that is not the case, the Republic of Equatorial Guinea proposes to

the bodies respons ible for these awards the individual candidaC'y of the

Secretary-General for the next Nobel Peace Prize.

The report submitted by the secretary-General on the work of the Organization

is a very significant and eloquent document, with regard both to the plsitive

achievements it describes and to \\bat it is hOp.l!d will be achieved - given, of

<:nurse, the political will of the Governments involved in each case. In our

opinion, there have been many successes. That is demonstrated by the very fact

that the general debate of this forty-third session has reflected great optimism

and a sincere recognition of the validity of multilateral ism as well as the

strengthening of the role and credibility of the United Nations. The Unit~d

Nations has relit the torch of confidence \\bieb can guide us on the path to the

solutic)n of difficult, delicate and complex problems. Thus, it is the ideal forum

and the impartial arh! ter fOI: dealing wi th questions of interest to the

international oolllllunity. And that was what the Organization es founding fathers had

in mind. That is a source of pride to the Republic of Equatorial Guinea. We

reaffirm the confidence that we reposed in t.'le United Nations when we became a

Member. This confidence is not just a word~ it is embodied in facts - facts that

are applied within our country, where the reoonmendations of the United Nations are

implemented in all sectors at the natiooal. level, and externally in all the

international forums, where we pursue a strict policy of good-neighbourliness,

co-operation, openness and dialogue with other States, in order to preserve the

peace and tranquillity of our region, our continent and the world.
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In that respect, wi thin our count.ry governmental adjustments are made and new

political, social and financial institutions are established, as the circumstances

require, in order to comply with constitutia1al mandates. Examples are the

political democratization programme and the economic reconstruction programme to

achieve the desired comprehensive development on a firm basis.

I should like to summarize by' referring briefly to the political process in my

country.

On ~~e basis of the law adopted by our Parliament in relation to political

parties, the Democratic Party of Equatorial Guinea was recently established. Its

first congress is being held now in the city of Bata. The democratization proc~ss

has reached a stage where the participation of the people in the country IS economic

recovery and developnent can be more in keeping with their participation in the

management of political affairs, thereby closing the gap which had continued to

exist in our community's political and administrative organization.
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Wit:.'l the help of the United Nations Development Programme and other
institutions of the ~~ited Nations system and bilateral donors, the Government of
Equatorial Guinea has devised a global and sectoral strategy for the country's
medium-term development and has convened a second round-table conference of donors
in Geneva from 28 to 29 November. We ask the Uni ted Na Hons to make an appropr ia te
assessment of the situation in Equatorial Guinea so that, in harmony with ongoing
negotiations with international financial institutions, that conference might have
\:ruly successful results.

Similarly, externally, every day our country accedes to governmental,
non-governmental, regional and sUbregional organizations, and international
economic and financial institutions, and it has broad-ranging diplomatic relations
with other States. For example, recently Equatorial Guinea has acceded to the
International covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the

International Covenant on Civil and Poll ti.cal Rights and Optional Protocol to the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which were adopted by the

General Assembly on 16 December 1966. The Republic of Equatorial Guinea has also
recently acceded to the Vienna Convention on the Protection of the Ozone Layer,
concluded in Vienna on 22 March 1985.

The Government of Equatorial Guinea has likewise taken due note of the
recommenda tion contained in paragraph 1 of resolu tion 1988/54 of the Economic and
Social Council, not only to commemorate the fortieth anniversary of the Universal

Declaration of Human Rights, but also conscientiously to reply to certain

pernicious insinuations and references - to show that the Government of Equatorial
Guinea has nothing to hide but, on the contrary, carries out its public activities
in con1:~rmity with estlblished rules and with the consent of the people.

c.
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Our optimism and our confidence at this session are based on the report of the

Secretary-General and also the course taken to solve the problems of Angola, whose
negotiations with the Governments of Cuba and South Africa, with the positive
mediation of the United States of America, have opened up a new era of hope.

Also, with regard to the sad case of Namibia, security Council resolution
435 (1978) is beginning to have positive effects in the achieving of full
sovereignty and independence for Namibia years after it was declared.

Then there is the open dialogue with Pretor ia to do away with the system of
apartheid and racial discrimination and to ensure recognition of the fundamental
political rights of the black population, and on the question of the imprisonment
of Nelson Mandela and other compatriots, who should be returned to their loved ones.

There is also reason for optimism in the reopening of diplomatic relations
between the sisterly and friendly countries of Morocco and Algeria.

We hail the achievements in the improvement of the climate of relations
between Chad and Libya and the cessation of hostilities between them. once again,
we express hope concerning their resumption of diplomatic relations, which we trust
can be achieved within the framework of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) so
as b) achieve a suitable peaceful settlement to their border dispute.

Wi th regard to the re ferendum on self-de termina tion proposed by the
Secretary-General in co~peration with the OAU, accepted by His Majesty

King Hassan 11 and shared by the POLISARIO Front, it must be carried out freely
under international supervision and put an end to a conflict that is both painful
and tragic. We welcome the new developments in this field.

Our delegation is pleased to see that a direct, sincere and peaceful dialogue
is taking place between the two Cypriot communities, as suggested by the

Se~retary-General, in an attempt to settle the long-standing dispute and to

guarantee the unity, sovereignty, and independence of the Repuhlic of Cyprll:'l.

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



PKB/pt A/43/PV.29
58

(Mr. Ndong, Equatorial Guinea)

My Government is especially pleased at the news that the Governments of Iran

and Iraq have agreed to accept compliance with Secur ity Council resolution

598 (1987) as the basis for a just and lasting solution. We are sure that this

will lead to peace and harmony between those two sisterly countries.

We are optimistic also wi th regard to the people of Afghanistan, given the

accords signed in Geneva in April of this year, the positive effects of which are
beginning to be felt with respect to self-determination and the independence of a

people that has suffered for so loog.

We cannot fail to mention Kampuchea, which after so much pain and suffering

has an opportunity to speak of peace and stability and end its people's suffering.

My Government supports the initiation of dialogue between all parties to the

conflict, for we believe that to be the only way that might lead to the

establishment of a broad-based Government and lead to national reconciliation,

which implies the wi thdrawal of all foreign forces.

We wish warmly to congratulate the two Koreas on their expressed willingness

to engage in a process of reunification. We also congratulate South Korea for t.'le

efforts it has made during the 40 years of its independence to activate this

process of reunification free of foreign influence. The idea of Korea's being

among us as a Member of the Organization merits reflection by us all.

Those are a few Of the cases that have gained well-deserved approval from the
international oommunity and led to some serenity. But there are other s that remain

sources of concern, and we wish to state our hope that they too will be solved.

There is, for instance, the doleful case of the Mid:He East, concerning which

we say again that there is urgent need for the implementation of security council
resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973) and for the carrying out, with greater

realism, of agreements that will result in the implementation of the Palestinian

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



PKB/pt A/43/PVo 29
59-60

(Mr. Ndong, Equatorial Guinea)
peopleGs right to a sovereign State, which will guarantee the peace and security of
the peoples of the region and their right, including the sovereign State of Israel,

to live within safe and secure boundaries.

We are even more gravely concerned about the crisis in Lebanon, which erupted

as long ago as in 1975. The deterioration of the si.tuation there must be stemmed

by means of a sincere and peaceful dialogue between the aucllor:' _A.es of the two
communities. We hope that thus Lebanoo can achieve peaceful coexis~,:{mce,

sovereignty, independence and unity.

We are equally concerned about the situation in our sister countr ies of La tin

America, where there are visible and chronic signs of outside interference that

obstructs their self-determination and puts obstacles on their pat."J to the

stability and the development they des ire. We regret the lack of campI iance "Ii th

the Esquipulas 11 peace accords signed in Guatemala by the Central Amer ican

countries last year, which assumed the existence of the spirit of harmony necessary

for the solving of the var ious problems among those nations.
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Regrettably, the situation concerning the Ma1vinas Islands is still one of

stagnation. We therefore appeal to the Governments involved to begin genuine

effor ts to find a v iab1e and in terna tionally acceptable solu tion.

Although consideration of the question of East Timor has been );X)stponed to the

next session, we invite the Governments of portugal and of Indonesia to continue

their contacts and recbub1e their efforts to achieve an ac;;eptab1e solution. We

deeply appreciate and are interested in the intention of the administration of

New Ca1edon ia to lead that Ter r itory to se1 f-de termination.

Some months ago the United Nations General Assembly held its third special

session devoted to disarmament - a session which, to our great regret, concluded

wi thout formal agreement. Nevertheless, there was great optimism at the dialogue

and bilateral agreement between the United States and the soviet Union. On that

occasion, at this very rostrum, the head of the delegation of Equator ia1 Guinea

said~

"The Republic of Equatorial Guinea, paradoxically, will not eliminate or

diminish this monstrosity of weaponry simply because it neither possesses nor

produces them nor does it consider attaining them. But we do hope to

eliminate and lessen the widespread illness, hunger and poverty that are the

scourges of my country. There are countries that are wasting millions of

dollars every minute on weaponry while our country is talking about debts of

thousands of dollars as a matter of survival." (A/S-15/PV.21, p. 7)

The delegation of Equatorial Guinea does not believe it necessary to go into

great detail on the subject of armaments as the great threat to world peace,

because, as we have seen, it is being dealt with by the giants who consider

themselves the masters of the world. We prefer to speak about the economic

iTTt>alance between the nations of the world and, in particular, the countries of the
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third world, and the least developed countries, to whose nurrber the Republic of

Equatorial Guinea belongs. This, for us, is the real disarmament iRsue.

Little or no progress has been made on the question of the new international

order since it was first mentioned here and in other international forums. Every

day we see the gap widening between the intransigent and arroga'lt positions of the

industrialized countries and the just claims of the developing countries. The

think ing of the two sides differs so enornously that a solu tion sa tisfactory to

both seems impossible. We do not believe that a serene and happy world can come

about while a large part of mankind lives at subsistence level.

We also regret the fact that one of the cynical solutions invented and offered

to the countries of the third world is the one of which the African continent has

recently been a victim. I refer to the dumping of industrial, "oxic, nuclear and

radioactive waste, which is offered to African countries as the only way of

ach ieving the degree of developnent of the industr ialized countr ies. The fact that

my country has not yet fallen victim to this Machiavellian machination is dut'! to

the great respect it has for the honour and dignity of a sovereign and proud

country. The biased statements in this connection which are totally unfounded and

are designed to distort the image of Equatorial Guinea, should be ignored by the

interna tional community, becau.c;e they al1Dunt to pure imagina tion. Nor can the

statements change our stand with respect to what is needed for the well-being of

our people. The Republic of Equatorial Guinea knows what it really wants and knows

how to achieve it. I take this opportunity to declare that my country has not

received, and will not receive, any industr ial, toxic, nuclear or radioactive

waste.

J3
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The delegation of Equatorial Guinea would like once again to state in this

Assembly that His EXcellency Obiang N}uema ~asogo took charge of our country

in 1979 when, because of its complete self-isola tion from the outside world, it was

about to disintegrate as a sovereign ,'tate. All the steps which have been taken

since then have been arduous and slow, but they have been sa fe and good steps. The

Government is observing fully the rules of the Constitution, which was adopted in

1982 under the supervision of the Unite;." Nations. The programme of denocratization

and comprehensive developnent that we began is irreversible. In this connection,

we would like to invite anyone wishing to visit our country to do so, provided that

he is willing to assess the considerable changes without preconceptions and in an

impar tial manner.

Having said that, I should point out that we are convinced that the basic

principles of international coexistence and the attributes of national soverei;'lty

may be greatly harmed by continuing interference in the internal affairs of

States. Thus we express once again our rejection of any interference in the

internal affairs of Equatorial Guinea. This is a firm and indisputable principle

of all Sta tes and also of the Uni ted Na tions.

At the beginning of this statement I said that the forty-third session of the

General AsseRbly was the hope of mankind and that we should not frustrate or

disappoint it. Equatorial Guinea hopes that at this session the General Assembly

will adopt rtdolutions that will help to bring abo~t world peace and security and

that it will give pr iority in its resolutions to the situation of the poorest

States. It urges other nations to abandon their selfish nationalism and calls upon

them to view the problems of mankind from a p:>ini: of view that will allow us to

preserve the individual, who deserves better conditions, conditions enabling him to

achieve the ultimate goal for which he was created.
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Mr. PETERS (Saint Vincent and the Grenadines) ~ On behalf of the

Government and people of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, I have great pleasure in

offering sincere congratulations to ~1r. Dante Cap..tto on his election to the

presidency of the General Assembly at its forty-third session. We are very

confident that in the discharge of his duties, his illustrious career and his fine

statesmanship will oontribute significantly to the progress and success of th~ work

of this session.

Permit me to express my appreciation to the outgoing President,

Mr. Peter Florin of the German Denocratic Republic, for the manner in \'Jhich he

performed the task entrusted to him during the forty-second session. During his

presidency he demonstra ted great faith in the Organization and contr ibu ted

significantly to the successful oonclusions of that session and of the several

resumed sessions.
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Once again, t should like to pay a tribute to the Secretary-General,

Mr. Javier Perez de Cuallar, for his untiring efforts and his stalwart perfoJ:l'Rance
dur ing the recent turbulent years of our Organ iza tion 's his tory. His devoted

efforts to the pursuit of peace and security and his firm defence of the principles

of the Charter are character istics of his commitment to the preservation of the

goals and ideals of the United Nations.

The award of the Nobel Peace Prize to the united Nations peace-keeping forces

is tangible recognition of the effectiveness of the uni ted Nations system. My

delega tion wishes to pay a tr ibute to all those at presen t serving and those who

have served for their achievement and their contr ibution to the Uni ted Nations

peace-keeping operations and, by extension, to wor ld peaoa and seCUl: ity.

This session takes place against the background of il1lproved relations between

the super-Powers and some deci:ease in the level of global tension. The recently

concluded Treaty on the Elimination of Intermediate-Range and Slorter-Range

Missiles - INF Treaty - between the Union of SOviet Socialist Republics and the

Uni \:ed States of America, the wi thdrawal of foreign troops from Afghanistan, the
c~ase-fire in the GJlf war, and the progress towards the peaceful solution of

conflicts in Western Sahara, Kampuchea, Namibia and Cyprus have all attested to

th is fact. A great deal of the credi t for these ach ievements undoUbtedly belongs
to this Organization. In spite of the retreat frol1l multilateralism on the part of

some, the Organization has not wavered in its commitment to seek solutions within

the global framework. The Secretary-General must be compUmented on his

indomitable will and the sincerity of purpose displayed in the execution of his
mandate.

In his address at the commemorative session of the fortieth anniversary of the
United Nations v the Right Honourable James Fitz-Allen Mitchell; Prime Minister of
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Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, reminded this body that the purpose and

principles of this Organization remained as valid then as they were in 1945. The

Charter, he said, had withstood the test of time, and, whatever the shortcomings in
its implementation or the limitations of the United Nations institutions, t~ey did

not derive from the Charter. He called for a rededi~tion to the principles so
ably set forth by the founding fathers of the Organization. Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines remains committed to this position.

It is my firm belief that we are at the threshold of a new era, an era in

which the differences that have divided us for so long are less significant than
the difficulties we have to face together. Man's greatest hope today is to live in
a secure world with a protected common environment. The :tNF Treaty between

President Reagan and General secretary Gorbachev is a historic achievement in the
process of disarmament. That is why Saint Vincent applauds this agreement.

Disarmament and arms control are matters of global ooncern. Our Prime

Minister, in his address to the third special session of the General AsseRbly

devoted to disarmament, supported the view that savings from disarmament should be

chann~lled into development, and proposed that funds thus saved should, as a matter
of priority, be devoted to ceafforestation in Africa. While we welcome what ha.'3
been achieved so far, we realiz"e that internatialal peace and security is the
ooRl'AOn concern of all mank ind, so that the Un ited Nations has an indispensable role
to play in this regard. We cannot rest on our laurels) the hope for a nuclear-free
world is our ultimate goal.

In other areas of conflict progress is desperately needed. Independence for

Namibia comes readily to minoi. In this direction, we have always supported

Secur ity Council resolution 435 (1978). We remain cautiously hopeful, however, for
a pClBi tive outcome of the talks between the Governments concerned to bring an end
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to the illegal Clccupation of Namibi... It is our fervent hope that, come 1989, this

time around, Namibia will be a fully-fledged Member of this Organization.

On tbe question of South Africa can anything more be said, except of cour~e,

to reiterate that the diabolic system of apartheid continues to be paramount among

the human rights concerns of saint Vincent and the Grenadines. The movement in

favour of human dignity is now irreversible. There can be no doubt that

fundamental change will come to South Africa. The only questions are, when and how

and at what cost in human life.

The pcoblems of the Mid:Ue East have preoccupied this Assembly since the

creation of the United Nations. Peaceful solJtions have proved elusive and in

their absence violence and extremism have increased. But that is an argument for

redoubled effort, not for despair. There is today growing support for a pr.operly

structured international ('l')nference based on Israel's right to exist and

recognition of the legitimate rights of the Palestinians.

As we reflect on the problems which beset the troubled regions of the globe,

and our own region, tatin America and the Caribbean come readily to mind. We

continue to support the efforts of the Contadora Group. We also believe that there

is much merit in the Esquipulas agreement and all other regional efforts aime~ at

hringing peace to that afflicted region. We believe that socio-economic

deprivation is the root cause of the conflict, and any effort aimed at findin9 a

solution must take cogn izanoe of th is factor.

We are heartened by the welcome news coming out of seoul to the effect that

the Government of South Korea is willin9 to end the situation of confrontation

between it and its brother to the north SI) that the way can be paved for the

establishment of relations between the two countr ies based on a spir it of

-_-..------------_._--- ---------
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co-operation. We hope that: this welcome gesture can be built uPOn so that the

process of accession by both countries to membership of the United Nations can be
expedi ted.

My delegation applauds the Government and people of the Republic of Korea on

the successful completion of the seoul Olympics, which were conducted in an
atmosphere of friendly rivalry and peace. We trust that the co-operative spirit
generated throughout the games will contribute to the relaxation of tension in that
regio",.

The view is held in some quarters that the economic recovery in .the powerful

economic centres of the world could provide the stimulus for renewed economic

growth in the rest of the \·.>rld. But the evidence to the contrary is there for all

to see. The accompanying view that the remedies for the economic ills of the South
lie in individual national efforts cannot be substantiated. Third-world

development efforts have nothing to do wi th the unfavourable terms of trade, the
ca pr iclous nature of the markets for the pr imary products of the SOut.lt, the high

interest rates levied by banks and the fluctuations in the parity between the major
currencies. All of these are variables which have an adverse impact on our fragile

eCa'lomies and over which we have absolutely no control. Add to this our

vulnerability to natural ~isasters and one gets a true picture of economies in

danger.

While we are thankful to those that assist in alleviating the difficulties
faced by these economies we are mindful that the assistance target of 0.7 per cent
of gross domestic product i~ not met by all those that are e~igible.

Mf Government realized qui te early tha t Vincentians had to make painful

sacrifices, and embarked on a programme of structural adjustment aimed at avoiding

cost over-run on its recurrent: budget so that there could be funds ava ilable from
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local revenue to be utilized in the capital budget aectore This had to be done

because the Vincen tians are proud people who do not wish to rely solely on the

generosity of others.

It is a fact of life that the problems faced by poor and developing countr ies

are the more harsh and intractable the smaller the country. These problems have

been frequently reiterated and must by now be familiar to everz-one. Allow me to

repeat by way of reminder, however, that they are a migture of the problems

emanating from smallness in general and island characteristics in particular.

These characteristics can be identified as non-viable internal markets,

disec:onomies of scale, a narrow range of resources, and lack of opportunity to take

advantage of external economies by way of linkage with the service networks of

neighbouring States and thereby reduce the relathe oosts of infrastructure. There

is the further disadvantage that many of these States, like saint Vincent and the

Grenadines, are archipelagic - a phenomenon which poses enormous problems,

accompanied by their consequential economic and social costs.
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In view of their small overall size and the relatively small size of their
commercial debt, these states do not constitute a priority group for private
commercial banks. The simultaneous ineligibility for commercial and concessionary
financial flows poses the real possibility of these countries' losing whatever
advances they have made towards improving their standard of living and raising
their eoonomies from the category of the poorest. In order to save them from the
economic retrogression to which they may be doomed, it is important that adequate
resources be made available to them on appropriate terms.

We art! living through an era of rapid change. Generally speaking, the peoples
of the industrialized countries have experienced a rapid improvement in their
living conditions. For the developing countries that is not so. While the 198~s

may be a remarkable decade, marked by real progress in respect of international
peace and securitYi the decade can be considered as one of lost opportunities for
the third world. Very little has been done to prevent the gap between t.'le rich and
the poor countries from widening. As we approach the twenty-first century we are
faced with the major challenge of overcoming the global development crisis. l~e

must fight the battle against poverty together.

Poverty undermines security, compromises equality and denies hope and

opportunity. Alleviating poverty must be given a new priority on national and
international agendas. We must work to achieve social justice for the poorest of
our world and initiate economic growth where there has been stagnation,
revitalization where there has been despair, hope where there has been

hopelessness. There must be a spirit of sharing, of giving where there have been
surli'luses.

The fut~re will depend on how successful we are in harnessing our common
attitudes with our limited resources to combat the common challenge~. Stability,
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prosperity and social and economic justice are coming to different parts of the
world at different speeds. We must implement corrective measures so as not to
create an irreversible imbalance. The challenge is economic and political as well
as ethical. We can safeguard the future only by working together. We cannot,
safeguard it at each other's expense.

The critical economic situation for the developing world is characterized by
unsustainable external debt. It is obvious that the heavily indebted low-income
countries will never be able to repay their debts. We must fully recognize the
nature of the problem and create the solutions to deal with it. The lending
policies of our institutions should not be cast in stone so that they run the risk
of bringing about political destabilization which might Ultimately lead to

increased human suffering and degradation~

The dangers whicll are likely to be caused through short-sightedness or

deliberate environmental practices are many and varied. The issues of toxic
wastes: deforestation, desertification, acid rain, the widening gap in the ozone
layer, the climatic changes and the greenhouse effect are some of the environmental
hazards which must be addressed by the international community before irreversible
damage is done to the environment. These issues must be placed on the pr ior ity
list of the United Nations and swi ft and workable sol\1tions must be foun.-) if

mankind is to survive. They must not be relegated to the back burner, as time is
not on our side. The world must be preserved for succeeding generations.

As an archipelagic State and a link in the Caribbean chain, with its

unprotected borders on the Atlantic Ocean and the Caribbean Sea, saint Vincent and
the Grenadines must be conscious of its vulnerability as a potential transhipment
point for drug traffickers. We are also conscious of the ever-increasing use of
illicit drugs the world over, especially among the young. My Government, in
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co~peration with our neighbours, our friends and the international community, will

never relent in its efforts to eradicate the illicit trafficking in narcotics and

to end the tragedy of drug abuse.

The next decade will be crucial. The United Nations role will be to harness

the irreversible forces of change to ensure a more peaceful, more prosperous and
more humane world. Vital and difficult decisions will have to be taken. We have

the capacity to destroy li fe on this planet, but we also have the capacity to make

this world a better place for all future generations. We look in the future for a

more humane world in which the rich nations will be more generous; where the strong

nations are just, the weak nations are regarded as equals, the poor nations are

trea ted as crown jewels and human dignity is enshr ined in the image of our Divine
Creator, because together we must preserve this earth for all our children's

children.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French); I call on t.'le representative
of France, who wishes to speak in exercise of the right of reply.

May I remind members that, in accordance with General Assembly decision

34/401, statements in exercise of the right of reply are timi ted to 10 minutes for

the first intervention and to five minutes for the second and should be made by

delegations from their seats.

Hr. FERRIERE (France) (interpretation from French); Thif; morning the

representative of ~iji saw fit to q~e.stion France about the underground nuclear

tp.sts that we are carrying out (.)f\ our territory in Polynesia. He even affirmed

that those tests were "oofiling our part of the world" (A/43/PV.28, p. 61) - that

area of the Paci ne.
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We would like to remind the Assembly once again that that statement is based

on no scientific evidence and that it is contrary to the facts. Underground

nuclear tests by France do not harm either the interests of the States of the

region or the health of the people living there, nor do they harm the environment,

as studies carried out by several national and international commissions have amply

demons tr ated •

The meeting rose at 5.40 p.m.
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