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IMPORTANCE OF THE UNIVERSAL REALIZATION OF THE RIGHT OF PEOPLES TO
SELF-DETERMINATION AND OF THE SPEEDY GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO
COLONIAL COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES FOR THE EFFECTIVE GUARANTEE AND

OBSERVANCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS

Letter dated 27 July 1983 from the permanent Representative of
the United States of America to the united Nations addressed

to the Secretary-General

I have the honour to enclose the text of a statement issued by President Regan
on the occasion of the anniversary of the recognition, by tbe U1ited States of
America of the three independent Baltic republics of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania.

I would like to request that it be circulated as a document of the General
Assembly under item 86 of the provisional agenda.

(Signed) Jeane J. KIRKPATRICK
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ANNEX

Statement issued bY the President of the United States on the
occasion of the anniversary of the recognition, by the

United States of America, of the three independent Baltic
republics of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania

0" July. 26, 19113, we mark the sixty-first anniversary
of the de jure recognition of the three 'Baltic Repuhlics
of Lithuamn, T.lltvin. and, Estonia by the United Slutes.
I:u"h of these states was a, full member of the Lea g-ue of
~~ations and had signed non-aggression treaties \With the
Soviet Union. Yet all three countries were forcibly in­
corpornted into the Soviet Union more than forty years
a(;o ns a result of the infamous MoJotov-Ribbentrop Pact
wldch divided r:n~tern Europe Into Nazi nnd Soviet spheres
of influence.

Ey continuin b the illegal occupation of the BRltic States
uncleI' thr· prQvisions of the Molotov-Ribbentrop PRct, the
Sewicl Union viollltes international 1nli', particulnrly the
rift'! to self-determination as set forth in the United
~:ati"J'~ Charter and in subsequent resolutions of thf'
General Assf'mbly. Resolution 1541 of the, General Assem­
bly, <,ealing with self-determination, stipUlates that the
decision to incorporute into another stAte "should be the
r"';lIlt of the frl'eiy, expressed wishes of the territories'
peo(>lc" actinr with full knowlcdge of thf'change in stutus,
11\>;;]' wishes having been expres~ed through lnformec' ~nd

democratic proee~s"s, impartiolly ('onducted and hased on
univcrS1>] adult suffrage," For from respecting such demo­
"!-,,tic pr"(',,~s,,s, the Soviet Union us"cl brutal force In
ahsorbillg the three Boltlc Stotcs ;1'tO its emph·e.

": I~4 O. the Soviet Union in vaded,. occ upie,l, ann ~nn"xed

th" Baltic SI otes, IIftcr which it embarked upon n policy of
t~uthles5 SQvietlzntion. Then, on u sinrr1e niftht of terrol',
,Tunc 14. 1941, the Soviets deported huge number~ of Baltic
p"opl"s to Ill£: GUlags where many of them perished.

]oUowillf, the Nazi occupation of the Bnltle States, the
Sovjpts nF:nin invaded the Rnltic~' States nnd reconsolidBt0.d
their control through killings, repression, And new mass
deport;.tiolls. Retween 1944 nI'd 1~49. SQrne 600,000 RHtlic
pc,,\, 10, O\lt of n populAtion of just 1\ ]it! le over 4.000,000,
were dCpo1'tcd to Siberin. The re,;istance to Soviet OCCUpll­
ti"I' continu...d "rtll 1952 ,eight yetll's "ner the rc-entry
'.,r the Red Army.
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Sinca then, the Soviets have pursued A conscious policy
of fprced 'Russification mmI'd at the denationalizntion of-
the Baltil" States. The'religious, cultural, .and historicnl
hl'ritage of the Baltic pecples has becn denigrated and sup­
pressed. NcverthelesB. the Soviet Union has been unable
to force the acceptance of an lIlien life of totalitarian.
domination.

Toduy, the Bnlti<: peoples continue to fltruggle to attrin
thdr freedom nod their right to self-determination.
£' rondly based rlissent movements hav" emerged demnnding
,·"tiooal, pc.liticnl, ond rellgiMls rights; In Lithuania, for
cXRr~pl<" whc>rr' 15 unofficial journals are circulated rebru­
l11rly.; !'(',o,e 148',000 people recently submittcd a protest
p€lition to Mo!'cow, 11 figure unprecedented in any place
llr.c'er Soviet control. Typically. the Soviet response to
thCf:l' dfcrts to restore Baltic freedom has been to deny
Eillltie national rights and to subject these brllve Lithu­
nr.ions. Latvians, and Estorolans to imprisonment, exile. or
ecnfir'<'nllml in psychiatric im:titutions.

!\,ret'ic31:s shllrt! the just aspirotions of the' peoplc of the
Ballic nations for nationr.l in<1ependence, We cannot remain
silent in the fnee of the continued refusnl of the f;0vern­
ment 0: the USSR to Elllow these people to be free.' We
up~(;1(1 their right to detcrmine their own nationlll d"ptiny,
;l Mght eont"ined in the llelsinki Declaration' which ,affirms
rh"I "all people always have the right, ill full freecom. to
<'etermine, whp( end as they wish, thd,. internal ond ex­
ten",] p"litieal status,. without external interference, and
t(', pur3ue I-:~··. they wioh their politicnl, economic. soclRl. i'lnd
cultural (levdopmcnt."

r"I' thia rCl11;on, the government of the United Stl'.tes hAS
never recognized the forced incorporation of the Baltic
Stule>: into the Soviet Union an<1 will not do so in the
future.

On this oeeAsiOlI. YH! wish to reaffirm thit' 'policy £IS wc
,'ote th" alillivp.rslJI"y of the 1922 recognition hy the United
51i'tcs.of the three Baltic P.epublic,q. [n so doing;. we dem­
()Ilst""t,~ our ('cr,tinuing commitment to the principles nnd
pul'J)(;!:('~ of th" United Nations Ch9rter and to the eAU!'('
nf peal'," ONI liberty in the world.


