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Conservation of climate as part of the
common heritage of mankind

The G~neral Assembly.

Welcoming with appreciation the initiative taken by the Government of Malta inproposing for consideration by the Assembly the item entitled "Conservation ofclimate as part of the common heritage of mankind".

Concerned that certain human act\vities could change global climate patternsthreatening present and future generations with severe economic and socialconsequences.

Noting with concern that continued growth in atmospheric concentrations ofcarbon dioxide and other "greenhouse" gases could produce global warming witheventual rise in sea levels whose effects could be disastrous for mankind if timelysteps are not taken at the national. regional and global levels.

Concerned also that emissions of certain substances are depleting the ozonelayer and thereby exposing the earth's surface to increased ultra-violet radiation.which may pose a threat to human health. agricultural productivity. animal andmarine life and non-living things.

Noting its resolution 42/186 on the Environmental Perspective to the Year 2000and beyond and resolution 42/187 on the report of the World Commission onEnvironment and Development.

Convinced that climate change is a major challenge to sustainable development,
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AWAre that considerable valuable work at the scientific level has already been
carried out on climate change and in parti~ular by the United Nations Environment
Pro~ramme, the World Meteorological Organi ation and the International Council of
Scientific Unions and under the auspices o. individual States,

Convinced that the problem of climate change affects humanity as a whole and
can only be confronted on a global basis so as to take into account the vital
interests of all mankiL~.

1. RecQnglze, that climate change is a common concern Qf mankind. since
climate is an essential conditiQn which sustains life on earth,

2. Determines that urgent action must be taken ~o deal with the problem of
climate change within a global framework,

3. AppealI to Governments to become parties to international instruments
e.taborated speel fically for the protection Qf the global envi ronment and of the
atl:'lospher81

4. RtAll1Ima its resQlution 42/184, in which it agreed that the United
Nations Environment Programme should attach importance to the prob~em of global
climate change and that the E~ecutive Director of United Nations Environment
Programme should ensure that the Programme co-operated closely with the World
Meteorological Organization and the International Council of Sci~ntific Unions nnl\
maintuined an active role in the World Climate Programme,

5. ~I the conclusions of the meeting held at Villach. Austria, in 1985,
whic!l, ~nter AliA, recommended a programme on climate change to be promoted by
Governme~ts and the scientific community through the World Meteorological
Organizati~n, the United Nations Environment Programme and the International
Couacil Qf Scientific Unions,

6. ~phad~ the need to increase understanding of the world I s climate
system ou~ to apply that undorstan~ing to human activities'

1. ~iaers that activities in supporL of the World Climate Programme,
apprcved by the Congress and Executive Council of the World Meteorological
Organization and elaborated in the system-wide medium-term environment proyrl:lmmo
for th. period 1990-1995. approved by the Governing Council of the United Nations
Environment Programme, be accorded high priority by the relevant organs and
programmes of the United Nations system,

8. Welcom~~ the establishment by the World Meteorological Organiz~tion and
the United Nations Environment Programme of an Intergovernmental PHnel on Climat.t!
Change to carry out internationally co-ordinated scientific asse~sments of t.he
magnitude, timing and potentia~ impact of climate change,

9. ~ Governments. intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations,
and scientific institutions, to treat the problem of climate change as a priority
i,suel to accelerate specific action-oriented programmes and res96rch on climat.p.
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change, including its regional aspects and speritic time-tramesl and to contribute,
as appropriate, with human and financial resources to multilaterdl et torts to
protect the global climatel

10. CAllJL.uPon other organi~ations and programmes ot the United Nations
system, including the Ott ice tor Ocean Attairs and the Law ot the Sea, the Centre
for Science and Technology for Development, the United Nations Development
Programme, the United Nati~n8 Population Fund, the United Nations University, the
Food and Agriculture Organization ~f the United Nations, the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the World Health Organization,
the World Bank, the International Maritime Organization, the United Nation
Industrial Development Organization and the International Fund for Agricultural
Develcpment to support the wOlk ot the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change;

11. EnCQ~rOq§A the convening of conferences on climate change, particularly
gl~bal warming, at the national, regional and global levels in order to make all
Governrr.ents, intergovernmental organiZAtions and the international community better
aware of the importance and ur~ftacy of dealing effectively with all aspects of
climatic change resulting from human activities;

12. Colla uR~n Governments, intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations and industry to collaborate in making every effort to prevent further
detrimental effects on climate and other activities affecting the ecological
balance,

13. ~eque~ts the Secretary-C.eneral of the World Meteorological Organization
and the Executive Qirector of the United Nations Environment Programme, together
with the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change immedi~t.ly to initiate action
leading, possibly within the next eighteen months, to a comprohensiv p review and
recommendations with respect to:

(a) The state uf knowledge of ':he scionce of climt'\tn nnd ('lim"tic chl\nge,
with special emphas!s on global warming;

(b) ProgrM'llllos and :Jtudies of the social and economic impoct of climnt.o
~hango particularly global warming;

(r\ possible policy responses by Governments and others to dolay, limit or
mitig~t8 the impftct of adverse climate change;

(d) Relevant tronties and other loq~l l~strumonts dealing with climatu;

(e) Elements for possible inclu(llion in a tut .... ru intArllational convention on
climate;

14. ROqUe5t~ the Secretary-General to bring the prosent resolution to the
attention of all Governmonts, as well as intergovornmont~l nnd non-governm~nt~l

organizations a.ld well-established scientific institutions with expertise in
matters concerning climate;
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15. [y[tho[~Quest~ the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly
at its forty-fourth session on the implementation of the preBent resolutions

16. Docides to include in the provisional agenda of the forty-fourth session
the item entitled "Conservation of climate as part of the COI1\l,)on heritage of
mankind".




