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The meeting was called to order at 3.20 P.m.

AGENDA ITEM 9 (continued)
GENERAL DEBATE '

Mr. UPADHYAY (Nepal): mMr. Presidept, I have the Honour to convey to you
and, through you, to this assemblage of representatives greetings from nmy august
Sovereign, His Majesty King Birendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev, and his best wishes for
the success of the forty-third session of the General Assembly.
| On behalf of the Repalese delegation and on my own behalf, I congratulate you
most warmly on your election to the presidency of the General Assembly. Your
election is as much a reflection of the high esteem that the Argentine Repubklic
enjoys in the international community as it is of your well-known diplomatic skill
and dynamism, My delegation feels confident that Gnder your gquidance the Assembly
will achieve its goals,

On this occasion I should like to éxpress my delegation's deep appreciation to
Mr. Peter Florin, Deputy Foreign Minister of the German Democratic Republic, for
the eXemplary manner in which he guided the fifteenth special Session of the

General Assembly as well ag the reqular and resumed meetings of the forty-second

session of the General Assembly.

I would like to avail myself of this opportunity to pay a richly deserved
tribute to the Secretary 3eneral of the United Nations, .
Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, for his admirable endeavours in promotingsthe causé of
international Peace and co-operation in general, and, in particula;, ﬁo
congratula;e kim on the award of the 1988 Nobel Peace Prize to the1Qni§gégNétioH§¥{“,

N Peace-keeping forces.
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After '}ears of fg__ustrati.m we meet today in an atmosphere of renewed hope.
The restoration of'ﬁeace on several fronts, as has been under scored so well in the
report 'of the Secretary-General, has been a source of satisfaction and
encouragement to all. At a time when the United Nations is emerging as an
effective instrument for peace we find it somewhat iromic that it should be
subjected to firancial wonstraints. It is our fervent hopa thgt peace will be
given a chance. while welcoming recent moves in some quarters to meet their
financial commitments to the United Nations, we urge all Member States to rise to
the occasion by mnderwriting the costs involved in the ongoing and future
peace-making and peace-keeping operaticns of the United Nations.

As a founding menber of the Non-Aligned Movement, which has all along been
working for the reduction of cold war tension, Nepal is naturally happy to note the
recent signs of improvement in East-~West relations, particularly those of the two
Super-Powers. 1Its ripple effects have wafted across the wide international
.~ horizon. The most visible manifestation of this change was reflected in the
’ 'isigning and ratification of the Treaty between the United States of America and the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on the Elimination of Their Intermediate-Range
and Shor ter-Range Missiles.- INF Treaty.

Nepal warmly welcomed this disarmament agreement as a landmark of historic
dimensions, aimed as it is at the elimination of an entire category of nuclear
missiles. We are hopeful that this will pave the way for serious negotiations and
the early conclugsion of an agreement on a 50 per cent reduction in their arsenals
of,strat:egic;'offensive arms. Given the latest technological advances and
innovative verification mechanisms incorporated in the INF Treaty and, more
, important, a continued climate of mutual respect and trust between the United

: States and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, we believe that such a

" disarmament objective is attainabie.
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Like other Member Statcs, Nepal attaches the highest urgency te nuélear
disarmament, concerning as it does the very survival of humar ind. At the same
time, given the all-too-frequent resort to conventional warfare and the ever
inctea_zsing destructive capacity of conventional weaponry, Nepal can hardly over look
or minimize the importance of conventional disarmament. My delegation is concern::
over the repeated use of chemical weapons in recent years and joins with other
countries in calling for the complete and effective prohibition of the development ,
ptqduction and stockpiling of chemical weapons, and their destruction.

Nepal shared the disappointment of the majority of Member States when the
third special session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament, which
convened here this summer, could not adopt a consensus document. There was golace,
however, in the fact that it could generate an enhanced understanding of the
triangular relationship between disarmament, security and developnent.

Appreciation of such a relationship, indeed, lies at the very core of Nepal's
long-standing policy of swpport for initiatives that seek to promocte disarmament
through the establishment of nuclear-free zones and zones of peace, whether they
relate to the Indian Ocean or the South Atlantic, the Mediterranean or South-East
Asia, the South Pacific or the continents of Africa and Latin America.

The concept of an intimate linkage between peace and development and its
corollary ~ that a durable peace is a prerequisite for meaningful development - is
the foundation on which rests His Majesty King Birendra's proposal that Nepal be
declared a zone of peace. I should add that tﬁe peace proposal is an effort on our
part to give practical expression to the basic ideals of the United Nations and the
Principles of the Non-Aligned Movement. In this context, I am pleased to disclese
t:hat 97 Member States have thus far extended their valuable support, for which I
once again express my deep appreciation. Similarly, it gives me great satisfactiocn

to inform the Assembly that consequent upon a mandate from the forty-second session
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of the General Assembly, the United Nations Centre for Disarmament in Asia has been
set up in our capital, Kathmandu. His Majesty's Government has extended all
possible co-operation towards its establishment and hopes it will receive active
suport from interested countries and non-governmental organizations,

I have referred briefly to some positive developments with regard to the
present international political climate. Among them must be mentioned, of cour se,
the very welcome cease-fire and ongoing peace negotiations between Iran and Iragq
following their acceptance of Security Council resolution 598 (1987). I assure the
Secretary-General, and his Personal Representative, Mr. Jan K. Eliasson of Sweden,
of the cbntinued support and co-operation of Nepal in the Security Council in the
urgent task of the speedy restoration of a lasting peace in the Gulf.

Since December last year, we have watched the developments in the Middle East
with increased anxiety. These have created new political realities on the ground
and completely altered a 21-year occupation imposed by military might. This has
only reinforced our view on the desirability of convening an international
onference on peace in the Middle East. The three essential elements of a durable
peace in the Middle East, in our view, are: recognition of the right to an
independent homeland for the Palestinian people, whose sole, legitimate
tepresentative is the Palestine Liberation Organization; the withdrawal by Israel
from territories occupied since 1967; and recognition of the right of all States in
the region, including Israel, to exist within secure, internationally recognized
borders,

Another area in the Middle East that has been caught in an endless cycle of
Violence and strife is Lebanon, which has been the unfortunate focus of competing
foreign and sectarian interests for more than a decade. While recent events in
Lebanon have increased our concern, Nepal is proud to be making a smali

contr ibution to the cause of peace in the southern part of the country by
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participaticn in United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) operations. 2As a
country that yearns to be universally recognized as a zone of peace, Nepal will
naturally continue to endorse &ny proposal that ensures Lesbanese sovereignty over
all Lebanese territory and secures not only the withdrawal of all foreign forces
from Lebanon but also acceptance by all concerned of commitment to non-inter ference
in Lebanon's internal affairs.

Nepal was encourzged by the recent meeting in Geneva between the Cypriot
leaders, under the auspices of the Secretary~-General, which led to peace talks in
Nicosia last month on all agpects of the unification of Cyprus, under the auspices
of Mr. Oscar Camillion, the Special Representative of the Szcretary-General. I
take this opportunity to reaffirm Nepal’s strong Support for an independent,
non-alicned, federal and bicommunal c;p.rus.

Nepal warzly welcomed the signing in Geneva on 14 April 1988 of the Accords on
ending the conflict in Afghanistan, Admittediy, the process envisaged in the

Geneva Accords has yet to be completed and some uncertainties remain.
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Nepal is never theless heartened by the fact that the foreign rilitary presence
is withdrawing, thus preparing the way for the voluntary return of millions of
Afghan refugees from Pakistan and Iran in conditions of peace ang security for the
region and beyond. Nepal has also been encouraged that such 5 turnabout has taken
Place thanks to the painstaking efforts ¢ Over six yea.s, of the Secretary-General
and his Special Representative, Mr. Diego Cordovez. Tt was a matter of
considerable pride ang honour for Nepal to be invited to participate in the United
Nations Good Offices Missicn in Afghanistan and Pak istan (UNGOMAP) set up to
monitor the withdrawal of fereign troops from Afghanistan,

Nepal has been following with considerable interest recent developments with
regard to the situation in Kampuchea, including the Jakarta Informal Meeting held
at Bogor, Indonesia, from 25 to 28 July 1988. wWe have also taken note of recent
high-level talks between China and the Soviet Union on the situation in Kampuchea
and the initiative of the Movement of Non-2ligned Countries before, during and
after the Bogor talks. while Nepal notes that some progress has been made, we
remain convinced that a peaceful settlement of the Kampuchean problem requires,
first ang foremost, the unconditional withdrawal of all foreign forces from
Kampuchea and the ful1 and free exercise by the Kampuchean people of their right to
determine their own future.

The situation in the divided Korean peninsula still remains potentially
explosive. Nepal is greatly pleased that the Seoul Olympic Games have been brought
to a successful conclusion on an overaj: note of sportsmanship and harmony between
participating countries and athletes. It has observed and welcomed endeavours for
broadening ties ang contacts and initiating dialogue between the two Koreas. Tt
thus remins Nepal's hope that the Korean peopie will address the important

questicn of reunification with their age-0ld wisdom and customary ingenuity,

without outside in terference.
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Auspicious harbingers of change have been discernible in Africa in the recent
past. Among those that Nepal views as positive znd hopeful are the efforts of the -
Organizaticn of African taity and the quadripartite negotiations on Angola and
Namibia. The recent visit of the Secretary-General to Pretoria has paved the way
for the dispatch of a United Mations technical team to Namibia to prepare for the
emplacement of the United Nations Transition Assistance Group and has given rise to
hope that South Africa may actually begin the implementation of Security Council
resolution 435 (1978), which it accepted in principle 10 years a4go. Nepal would be
honoured to co-operate in any Security Council endeavour to implement its
resclutions on Namibia, particularly resclution 435 (1978), if such a Council
meeting were convened during Nepal's current tenure of non-permanent membership of
the Security Council. oOn this occasion I should like to Place on record Nepal's
recognition of the contributions to Namibian independence made by the leadership of
the South West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO) *

In SQuEh Africa, despite the clearly and repeatedly expressed will of the
international community, the racist régime tenaciously clings to its abhorrent
system of apartheid. as the anti-apartheid struggle in South Africa and the
anti~-apartheid movement world wide gain new momentum every day, there are welcome
signs that a growing segment of South Africa's vhite community is increasingly
beginning to see the writing on the wali. Nepal remains convinced that
comprehens ive and mandatory economic sanctions, under Chapter VII of the United
Nations Char ter, represent the most effective and peaceful inatrument for
dismantling the apartheid régime ang installing a truly representative, multiracial

scciety in South Africa.

*Mr. Huerta Montalvo (Ecuader), Vice-President, took the Chair.
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A note of optimism is also in order, we believe, with respect to the conflic
over Westetn Sahara following acceptance by parties to the conflict of proposals
for 2 peaceful settiement put forward by the Secretary-General and the current
Chairman of the Organization of African Unity. Nepal was privileged to have joined
in the unanimous adoption of Security Council resolution 621 (1988) authorizing the
Secretsry-General to appoint a special representative on Western Sahara.

Last year from this rostrum I welcomed the Central American peace plan signed
by the five Central Aner ican Presidents con 7 August 1987, based = that document
greatiy was on a commitment to strict observance of the principles of
non-inter ference and non-intervention by all States with concerns and contacts in

the xegion. That being so, it is only natural for us to be disappointed at the
‘ylack of substantial progress in the consolidation of peace in Central America since
' then. Nepal appeals to all concerned Governments to continue to demons trate
political will in Eavopt of peace and commends those which have already fulfilled
their commitments as enumerated in the Central American peace plan,

This year we have witnessed a tragic numoer of natural disasters and
ca]’.anities that have struck various parts of the globe, including our region of
South Asia. Cohing as this does when broad global environmental ooncerns such as
those relating to the depletion of the ozone layer and the increase in the
greenhouse effect, anong others, have spurred calls for a comprehensive study on
climate and man's environment, my Country welcomes the inclusion of the item
entitled "Conservation of climate as part of the comwon her itage of mankind” in the
agenda of this General Asgembly session. As the Himalayas in Nepal constitute a
very 1mpottant climatic determinant for mich of South and Central asia, we would
certainly co-operate in any regional or international effort aimed at a better
understanding of the crucial, if often fragile, linkage between man and the

biocsphere or environment in our part of the world,
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A further matter of grave concern is the prolonged crisis in the internaticnal
economic system and its adverse effect on the economies of the developing oountries
and the sharp decline in the general level of international economic assistance. |
This phenomenon, we have long maintained, has its origins in the structural
inequities and imbalances in the present international economic order. It has been
exacerbated by the anti-inflationary policies pur sued by some developed countr ies,
adversely affecting the prices of and demand for products from the developing
world, including comodities and oil., while industrial market econonies appear to
be progressing through the longest period of prosperity since the Second World War,
this has coincided with the most prolonged and Severe structural ceavelopment crisis
in the developing countries. as a consequence, over the past 10 years many
developing countries have exper ienced stagnant or declining growth rates, in

t: iaing contrast to the goal of a 7 per cent growth rate set in the International
Development Strategy. It is also quite contrary to the targets and objectives of
the United Nations Substantial New Programme of Action for the 1980s for the least

developed countr ies, into which category my country falls,

?.
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Nepal is concerned at the detetierating external-debt situation of many
developing countries., That is a cause of grave economic and political anxiety,
severely threatening as it does their very political stability. we believe that a
lasting and mutually acceptabl_g;}goluiion of the current external debt of developing
countries is feasible only thrBugh an ihi:egtéted growth-oriented strategy. In this
context, we hold that debt resd:‘edxl‘iné meteiy postpones the préblem of
indebtedness. Hence, in addition to i:e’ducing debt repayment, whenever possible, we
believe that a substantial portion of such debts of the least developed countries
should be written off. Nepal also supports the call made in Geneva last month by
" the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development for commercial banks to
reduce by 30 per cent debts owed by developing countries..

What is clear, in any case, is the urgency of the revitalization of the
stalled North-South dialogue, based on a shcred and enlightened community of
interest. We therefore endorse the Economic and Social Council's recommendation to
the forty-third session of the’ General Assenbly to call a special session of the
Assembly in 1990 to examine ways of achieving sustained growth in the world
economy. Such a special session, we maintain, would not only assist in solving the
pr;:blems facing the world economy but also help to improve the overall Cclimate of
international economic co-operation. Similarly, we support the Economic and Social
Council's ‘call for chalk ing out an international development Strategy for the
fourth United Nations decade, from 1991 to 2000,

Over the years, Nepal has sought and welcomed assistance from friendly
countries and development agenci.es to complement its own efforts to ensure planned
eéconomic development. In this context. Nepal is deeply grateful to Japan not only
for its recent decision to convert official loans into grants but alse for its long

- association as a major partner in Nepal's development efforts. On this occasion, I
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should like to express again the appreciation of His Mrjesty 's Government of Nepal
for the sSympathy and the timely and gerercus suppott extended by friendly countr ies
and non-governmental organizations in the aftermath of the severe ear thquake that
Struck eastern Nepal in the earl} hours of 21 august 1988,

t mm development assistance is welcomed across the spectrum of planned
development activities in Nepal, internatioqa]. assistance is espgcially invited for
the exploitation of Nepal 's well-known pb't;ntial in water resources and for the
expansion of its own determined and urgent - but necessarily limited -
afforestaeion endeavours. Besides helping Nepal to meet the chronic fuel and
energy needs of its rising population, sud: assistance would, we sincerely believe,
also have a profound and salutary impact in prevent:ing fur ther ecological
degradation of the Himalayan foothills.

We have lcng held that the annual flooding of the plains that stretch from the
foothills of the Himalayas to the Bay of Bengal - of which the recent devastating
floods in Bangladesh were such a stark example - is inextricably linked to, among
other factors, the denudaticn of those once vétdant and' densely forested
hillsides. One direct by-product has been this: every year, from Nepal alone, an -
estimated 250 million cubic metreas of precious topsoil is washed away into the Bay
of Bangal. On this occasion I sheuld like to teé}l and reiterate the proposal
made by His Majesty King Birendra as far back as 1977 indicating Nepal‘s readiness
to ca-opetate with all countries in its tegion in any joint ventures to marshal and
exploi.t its water resources for the common good of the segion. Such benefits could
be realized in the ares of fliood cont:tol and regulation, in the production of new
and renewsble sourcee of energy and in the pmvision of additional navigation and

1rr£gation fac*lities, including t:hose of uy landlod:ed country.
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A3 a least developed country, ﬁepal finds it most disturbing that in today's
unfavourable economic sitvation there should be a general decline in official
developuent: assistance (oDa), including that to the least developed countries. In
this context. we tegret that the target of 0.7 per cent of gross national product
~ called for in the Intetnational Development Strateqy for the Third United Nations
Develoment Decade and the ODA target for the Substantial New Programme of Action
.for the 1980s for the least developed countries remains unfulfilled

The full ard timely implementation of the Substantial New Progtame of Action
is of vital importance for Nepal, which is making serious efforts to ensute that
our people's minimum basic needs for foodgrains, clothing, fuel wood,:‘avink'ing
water, primary health care and sanitation, primary and skill—oriented education and
minimum rurgl transport facilities are met before the turn of the century. h

Under the dynamic and forward-looking leadership of His Majesty King Birendra,
_Nepal has for many years been engaged in an all-out war on poverty and o~
| underdevelopment. This ig a battle that is being waged against such formidable
foes as the legacy of a century-long period of isolation, a rapidly expanding
population and a aift‘icult topcgraphy within the confines .of a landlocked
configm: ation.

I wish to record my ccuntry 8 comitment to the etadication of the social
cancer of drug abuse and illicit trafficking., In that regard, I should like alsoc
_to recail that Nepal has been co-opetating with its South Asian neighbours within
.the framewotk of the South Asian Association for Regional CQ-operation (SAARC) .

With respect to another scourge of our times - terrorism ~ I am pleased to
infom the Aesewbly of the sioning, at the third SAARC summit in Katmandu last

- November, of the SAARC Regional Convention on Suppression of Terrorism. I am also
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Pleased to confirm that the. cause of regional co-operation in South Asia has been
further boosted since I '1~a§t addressed the General Assembly. Agreement on the
establishment of the South Asian Food Reserve and the declaration of the SAARC
member countries on initiating the process of dealing with the causes and
consequences of natural disasters can be cited as two positive examples in that
context. My delegation has every reason to believe that, given the grave dimension
of the natural calamity that struck our friendly neighbour Bangladesh last August,
the next SAARC sumit - scheduled for December at Islamabad, Pakistan - wiil

provide further momentum and urgency for such a study.

In conclusion, I take this opportunity to reaffirm our steadfast adherence to
the principles and purposes of the United Nations - a commitment that is enshrined
in the Directive ?i:inciples of the Constitution of Nepal. Similarly, I wish to
express again Nepal's continuing support for the Non-Aligned Movement.

Nepal is convinced that the United Nations Charter provides the most
universally accepted legal framework for conducting international relations. If
recent developments have tended to rekindle new hopes in the future of the United
Nations, the materialization of those hopes will largely depend on the agtive
support of Member States for the principles of the world order to which the United
Nations is committed. In our view, the continued credibility of the United ‘Nations
will also depend, in our dangercus nuclear age, on how effective the United Nations
can be as an instrument of multilateral diplomacy at the preventive level.- -

Since January Nepal has had the great ponour .ot' shat ing in some of the
respongibilities of the United'Nation's in i:he minteni;ace of international peace
and security, by virtﬁé of its non-permanent ménbership of the Security Council. I
ghould like to assure the Asgembly that Nepal will continue to uphold the cherished

values and ideals of the United Nations Char ter in_the discharge of its duties in

that principal United Nations organ.
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Nepal will, naturally. be’ e‘xtending its- unstinting support and co-operation to
you, Mr. President, for t:he success of the forty-third session of the United
Mations General Assembly. As in the past, Nepal will continue to join in any
concer ted endeavour'“that“ is aimed at the realization of the noble objectives of
this world Organization, convinced as it is that the United Nations remains not
only an accurate ﬁirra of an ever-changing world but also the most effective
ini:emational agent for affecting timely, peaceful and meaningful change.

#ADDRESS BY DATO' SERI MR. MAHATHIR BIN MOHAMAD, PRIME MINISTER OF MALAYSIA

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): The Assembly will now hear

a statement by the Prime Minister of Malaysia.

Dato® Seri Mr. Mahathir bin Mohamad, Prime Minister of Malaysia, was gscor ted

to the rostrum,

The PRES IDENT (interpretation from Span'sh): I have great pleasure in

welcoming the Prime Minister of Malaysia, Dato' Seri Mr. Mahathir bin Mohamad, and
inviting him to . address the General Assenbly.

) ‘/
Mr. Mahathir (Malaysia): It is with much pleasure, Mr. President, that I

extend to you my‘ heartiest congratulati ns on y‘c;ur election as President of the
General Assembly at its forty-third session. Your well-known diplomatic skills and
ouwtanding abilities will ensure that the deliberations of this session will be
constructive and rewarding.

To your predecessor, Mr, Peter Florin, we owe a great debt of gratitede for
his tip:eless devotion in presiding with consummate skill and infinite wisdom over
- the deliberaﬁions ©of the forty-second session of the General Assembly.

To the Sectetary-senetal, we offer our sincere felicitat:ions on his
. outstandi.ng contribution to the cause of world peace and security,. My delegation

also extends its congratulatipns, through the Sec:etary-General, to the United
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Natlons peace-iteepli‘ng forces on the award of the Nobel Peace Prize so fittingly
bestowed upon them. The Nobel Peace Prize speaks eloquently as a tribute to the
individuals 'fro.m various States Members of the United Nations and those within the
Organiz'ag:ion wfao have so honourably discharged their duties in upholding the
Principles "enbodiéd in the United Nations Charter.

The Geheral_ Assembly meets this year at a propitious time indeed. Wor ld
regard for the United Naticns has taken a turn for the better, influenced as
everyone is by the return of peace or the 'promise of peace to many flash-pointss
Afghanistan, Iran and Irag, Namibia, Western Sahara, Cyprus, Kampuchea, and perhaps
also to the Korean peninsula. 1In contrast to the cynicism and disiliusionment that
many had felt in the past about the United Kations, we are now witnessing a clear
shift towardsva better appreciation of the role of the United Nations and of its
relevance to the aspirations of the community of nations. we would like to believe
that at long_last the United Nations is coming into its own and fulfilling its task
of moving conflicts from the battlefield to the conference téble.

Malaysia's faith and confidence in the United Nations have never wavered, but
We were saddened in the past to see the United MNations struggling to retain its
relevance and credibility. Multilateralism had become a bad word ag the power ful
nations resorted to solving problems on their own. We are therefore pleased to
welcome this change, this ren.ewal Oof faith in the United Nations which we hope will
mean the birth of a new era in multilateralism.

As an international organization, the United Nations must be perceived to be
relevant in meeting the needs of its Mermbers as a fdrum for multilateral diplomacy.
an instrument for maintaining international peace and security and a catalyst for
promoting international economic growth and developmént. The Unitecd Nations is at

its most effective in the discharge of its functions when Member States fully

»
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support the course of action that it takes. The most telling example is the
unanimous support given by the members of the Security Council to the
Secretary~-General to bring about an end to the Iran-Iraq war. The collective
efforts cf the Security Council, permanent and non-permanent members together, have
raised clear hopes for the resolution of conflicts. For the first time in decades,
we are witnessing a convergence of the interests and wills of Member States to
effect solutions on major issues. This development, it is hoped, will fulfil the
vision of the pioneers of the United Nations when they conferred upon the Security
Council primary responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and
security.

Malaysia stands for the full and effective discharge of the Council‘'ts
conciliatory and mandatory powers and for universal compliance with and
implementation of the Council's decisions. Tt ig a matter of great reassurance to
us all that the Security Council's increased effect:.veness has been made possible
by the convergences of interest and action of the United States and the Soviet
" Union. Conversely, it should be instructive to those two countries that they are
drawing from the best of themselves when they counsel and collaborate together with
the rest of the world on common objectives.

When one extols the achievements of the United Nations, one is not refusing to
tecognize that the steady improvement of relations between the United States and
the Soviet Union have helped significantly in bringing about progress on conflict
resolutions. Those of us who have lived during periods of unease and uncertainty,
when the two Powers stared at each other eyeball to eyeball, are greatly relieved
that these two super-Powers are realistically discussing peace and constl;uction
between thenm. . They can make an enormous contribution to the tealization of the

principles and purposes of the United Nations Charter. It is our common appeal to
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both these countries thag they seek recourse through:a;l the institutions of the
United Nations when atﬁe;bﬁing;ﬁo'défége cépflicts'and}ih.realizing a more
equitable world order. ',_ | |

A United Nations fungtitgan,ing at its best will be in the i:nt'ere“ét of all its
members and will not simpiy’serve the interests of certain Powers or ‘gtoups of
States. The time for United Nations bashing and the assault on multilateralism is
over. If universal responsibility is a creed that this and future generations can
believe in, then évery country must provide full commitment to the United Nations.
A revitalized United Nations, poised to assume even greater responsibility. must

not be hampered by a lack financial resources. A sine qua non of its very survival

is the timely payment by member countries of their assessed contributions.*

v e st et

*Mr. Meza (EL Salvador), Vice-President, took the Chair. %
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Malaysia welcomes the signing o§ the Geneva Accerds on Afghanistan. There
nust be complete and faithful implementation of those Accords by all concerned
parties if the sufferings of the people of Afghanistan, afier eight years of bloody
and brutal war, is to come to % definite conclusion and if Afghanistan is to regain
its independence. At this juncture, may I pay tribute to the late President
Zia ul-Hag of Pak is"tan fotA his imménse contribution towards the successful signing
of the Geneva Accords. My country and many cthers will sadly miss the friendship
and wise counsel of the late President.

The withdrawal of Soviet forces must continue and he completed within the
agreed time~irame. It is our hope that the Accords will be fully implemented to
enable the Afghan people to freely exercise their right to self-determination
through the process of genuine reconciliation.

Malaysia hopas that the United Nations humanitar ijan and economic assistance
‘progrmes relating to Afghanistan will be able to meet the immediate needs for
relief and rehabilitation as well as the long-term requirements for reconstruction
of the country. But full implementation of such assistance can be realized only
under conditions of beace and stability in Afghanistan.

The acceptance by Iran and Iraq of Security Council resolution 598 {(1987) as
the framework for the termination of the Iran-Iraq war is & source of satisfaction
to us all. The world witnessed in horror and helplessness the terrible toll

. @¥acted by the conflict for eight long years. We are therefore thankful that the
first crucial steps for a durable solution have been taken. It is our hope and
prayer tha;’f the resoclve of Iran and Iraq to embark on the path of peace is
lttmc_abl.e‘}and that they will now turm their full attention to marshalling the

- creative enecgies and talents of their peoples o the urgent tasks of national

reconstruction and development.
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Despite all efforts, the Middle East is still embroiled in an endless cycle of
violence. Israel must bear responsibility for this tragic state of affairs as it
remins the main stunmbl ing-~block to any peace attempts in the region. The United
Nations has net been allowed to play its proper role in the search for a settlement
primar ily on account of israel's intransigence. Israel is single-minded in the
execution of its policies of aaggression and expansion and brutal subjugation of the
Palestinian people. It has defied the international community 's call for a total
withdrawal from all occupied territories, The Palestinian problem, the core of the
Middle Bast conflict, remains unresclved due to the arrogant Israeli hubris and its
continued refusal to recognize the rights of the Palestinian people to
self-determination and to an independent State.

Israel cannot continue to believe that it can ensure its security and survival
by adherence to policies which seek to consign the Palestinian people to either
permanent diaspora or permanent oppressive Israeli rule. The Holocaust cannot be
flaunted by Israel as an excuse for treating Arabs under their rule in like manner.

Israel's policy of dictating to the Palestinians as to vwhom they should choose
to speak for them has been an unmitigated failure. The Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO) remains the sole and legitimate representative of the
Palestinian people. The best hope for a durable and comprehens ive settlement of
the Palestinian problem lies in the convening of an international peace conference
on the Middle East, with the participation of all part.ies, including the PLO.
Malaysia fully supports the convening of such a conference and calls upon those
Powers that have been the strongest supporters of Israel to lend their influence to
convince israel that its vital interests are best served by dialogue and
negtiations at a pPeace conference rather than by the mailed fist. Indeed these
Supporters of Israel rust share the moral responsibility for the injustice ang

inhumanity committed by Israel against the Palestinians.
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In Scuth Africa, we are confronted with the challenge of a régime that seeks
to dehumanize human beings on the basis of colour. The only response of good men
to this crime against humanity and affront to the universal conscience must be to
seek the total destruction of the evil system of apartheid. It is a delusion for
anyone to believe that we can effect an evolution of the system into some thing more
human and humane. The hideous manifestations of apartheid are seen daily in the
atrocities inflicted on black South Africans.

Malaysia has never been per suaded by the arguments advanced by some that it is
in the interest of the blacks of South Africa that comprehensive sancticns should
not be imposed against the Pretoria régime. We therefore reiterate our call for

decisive action in the form of comprehensive mandatory sanctions under Chapter VIl
of the United Nations Charter.

-Consistent with our stand, we have under taken efforts 0 provide assistance to
black South Africans and the front-line States to assist them in coping with the
destabilizati&n caused by South Africa and to enable them to cope with the effects
comprehens ive sanctions could have on them. A total of $US 2 million has been
Pledged ag Malaysia’s contribution to the Africa Fund established for this purpose
by the Non-Aligned Movement. We wish to appeal for generous support by the
international community for ‘the Africa Fund, which must be seen as part of a
universal battle to bring about the total elimination of the system of apar theid.

The agreement on the compz ehensive settlement for South Western Africa offers
Hamibia the promige of realizing its freedom and independence. It is our hope that
all parties o the agreement will enter into the spirit of the times and br ing
peace and freedom to the long-suf fer ing people of Namibia., Pamiliar with the
ré&ord of the Pretoria régime in exploiting every opportunity to perpet ate its

iron grip on Namibia, we must ‘continue to apply unrelenting international pressure

on the régina to honour its commi tments .
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In the meantime, our support of the South West Africa People 's Organization

(SWAFO) must continue wnabated. We have seen how SWAPO's successes on the
battlefields of Namibia have forced the hand of the Pretoria régime to agree
teluctantly to a hegotiated solution of the problem. Pressure must therefore be
sustained on the ground to prevent South Africa from reneging on its promises.

The question of Kampuchea has been a subject for debate at every United
Nations General Assembly session for the last nine years. With the suppott. of a
huge majority of its members, this Assembly has repeatedly called for the total
withdrawal of Vietnamese forces, restoration and preservation of the independence,
sovereignty and territorial integrity of Kampuchea, and reaffirmation of the right

of its people to self-determination.

The fundamental issues of the Kampuchean problem have to be clearly
addressed. Vietnam's forces in Rampuchea must withdraw. Vietnam should not be
allowed to continue to cloud this issue. There cannot be any conditionality. The
concerns of the international commun.ty and the Association of South-East Asian
Nations (ASEAN) to prevent the return of the univer sslly condemned policies and
practices of a recent past must be addressed. The Kampuchean people must be
assured that they will be free from the horrors of the past. Naticnal
reconciliation under the effective leadership of His Foyal Highness
Prince Horodom Sihanouk will not cnly heal divisions between the various Kampuchean

partners, but will also regain for that turbulent country its rightful sovereignty

and independence.
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The constant search by the ASEAN countries for a solutim yielded a |
significant measure of success with the convening of the Jakarta Informai Meeting
in July. Thie meeting was a regional initiative constituting an important
milestone in the process of finding a co‘nprehensive politica'l sclution to the '
Kanpuchean prcblem. This initiative should be aliowed to continue. .‘rhe i)res.ent
international climate augurs well for aliowing the parties concerned to eome
together in the near future to achieve agreement on the issues. Malaysia welcomes
the efforts of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries to complement the regional
efforts on Xampuchea. ‘

Peace in Rampuchea will contr ibute tremendously to regional peace and
security. t will facilitate the achievement of more co-operative relations among
the States of South~East Asa, parti.cularly between the members of ASEAN and
‘Viet Nan. It is our hope that the peace that we long for will bring about a
climate of regional stability and co-operetion which can then make possible the
early realizatiun of the reg:lonal aspiration for a zone of peace, freedom and
neutrality in South-East Asia. .

The Vietnamese invasion and oecupation of Kampuz:hea have resulted in the
displacement of a latge nunber of neople. Fuﬁ:thermore, the influx of boat people
Erom Viet Nam seeking better oppottunities elsewhere has for. several years brought
fuzther serious pwblems to countties such as Malaysia and Thailand and others,
Recently Malaysia has reached an understanding with the Gover nment of Viet Nam
under which the letter will accept the repatriation of those boat mople in
Malaysia who are not quenﬁed for resettlemnt in thicq countr ies and also ptevent
a fresh e:. Jdus. We are happy to note that Viet Nam has agreed to participate in
the pfepa:atory meetihg which Malaysia hopssg to host to ptepare for the

Inteznetlonal Conference on Indochinese Refugees, mcluding the boat people.

S
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In Central America the high expectations raised by the regionally initiated
Esquipulas peace agreement have not yet been fulfilled. The aspirations of the
peoples of Central America for peace, freedom and justice remain hostage to the
harsh dictates of international and external divisions in the region. Coercive
measures from outside the area only compound the problems of the region and should
not be allewed to continue., It is our hope that the peace process will be given
,H.'renewed impetus by the very leaders vhose vision and statesmanship lea to the
s8igning of the Esquipzlas agreements.

In raising the issue of Antarctica at the United Nations, it was the intention
of Malaysia and the other like-minded countries to draw attention to the
considerable environmental, climatic and scientific significance of the continent
to the world. We also earnestly seek an international instrument having universal
-validity ang serving the intetests of and for the benefit of mankind.

It is most regrettable that a Convention on the Regulation of antarctic
Mmeral Resour ces Activities has been concluded recently in total disregard for
United Mations resclutions calling for a morator ium -on all negotiations on a
minerals regime until such time as all members of the inteznational community can
fully participate in such negotiations. We cannot understand the haste, because

all the minetals that can possibly be found in Antarctica can be found in plentiful

supply elsevhere.

We also regret that the General Assembly's appeals for urgent measures to
exclude the racist régime of South Africa at the earliest possible date from
participating in the meetings of the Antarctic Treaty Consultative Parties have not
been acted upon.

Antarctica represents to us a touchstone of the constancy of the adherence of

the Consultative Parties to fundamental principles and norms which have evolved
R } .
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through common endeavours and have gained universal currency in the course of the
democratizing process of international relations and institutions. We remain
Steadfast in our conviction that a régime for Antarctica built on such foundations
will better reflect and respond to the needs of our age than one founded upon
circumstances and considerations which are tainted with colonialist adventurism.

The issue of disarmament must remain high on the agenda of this Organization
and must continue to receive the urgent attention of the international community.
Threats to mankind derive not only from the stockpiling and continuous development
of nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction but also from the growing a:senals
of sophisticated conventional weapons. We are now beset also with the problem of
nuclear and toxic wastes dumped in the developing countries. Our efforts at arms
control and disarmam-nt must proceed on alil fronts, and a pretequisite for any
success in this regard must be a general improvement in the climate of relations
among States. An important atart has been made with the signing of the Treaty on
"‘intetmediate-range nuclear forces between the United States and the Soviet Union in
May this year. Thig 'l‘reaty is an important breakthrough and shoulgd generate the
necessary mitual canfi-denée and trust to allow the concluding of negotiations on
the reduction of strategic weapons and on the additional verification proaedures
required for a camplete test-ban treaty.

| While the tws super-Powers with the largest arsenals of nuclear weapons must

~carry the primary responsibility for .bringing about progtess in nuclear |
disarmament, multilateral appreaches ‘should make an important contribution to the
attainment of mankind 's objective of a safer world through arms control and
disarmam_ent. |

We regret that the outcome of “he General Assembly's third special session

devoted to disamament did not fultil our highest expectations but we remain
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hopeful that the steady improvement in the international climate will genetat:e the

. _necessary political will for the success of such miltilateral 1nit1at1ves, which

'.provide the best opportunity for a genuine harmcnization and reconciliation of all
interests. The resources released as & result of the successful achievement of the
disarmament process would provide a source of mch—needed funds for humanitarian

work and productive investmenes in the economic development of the developing world. -

" Quter space, which, we reaffirm, is t:he common heritage of mankind, should be
used exclmively for peaceful purposes, and we urge that negotiations on the
prevention of the militarization of outer space should begin in earnest. Malaysia
woeuld alsn‘]_.ike to lena ii:s strong support to the early cenclusion of a convention
for the complete pronibition of the development, prnduction, stockpiling and use of
all chemical weapons. | _ .

The economic issues before this Assembly may appear to be éélle klésues, for
they have been debated-tepeatedly over the years; but being stale does not make
them any less relevant or less urgent. On the 'contrary, the resolution of these
economic prcblems, such as the establishment of a fairer and more favourable
international trading environment, a re-examination of the role and functions of
the multilateral financial institutions, a review and realignment of the |
mt:ernational exchange rate régime and a resolution of the international débt
problem would constitute poeitive beginnings in the United Mations work programme

in the economic area.
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As a primaryv-commdities producer that is also heavily Gspendent on exports of
manufactured goods, Malaysia attaches great importance to the Uruguay Round of the
mul tilateral trade negotiations. while the objective of the Urugiay Round is to
retain an open international trading system and to promote increased trade
liberalizat:ion, we are also concerned about the opposing trend of increasing
integtation, which brmgs about greater exclusion. It is our hepe, therefore, that
the intention of the European Economic.Community to achieve an integrated internal
market by 1992 does not obstruct efforts under United Nations auspices aimed at
grea'ter trade liberalization. To maintain.effectively an open and liberal
international trading environment the developed countries - in particular must curb
domestic pressures for protectionist policies that have histcrically proved to be
myopic, leading to distortions in trade and stifling growth and expansion.

Aside from resttaints on protectionist tendencies, the world's trading nations
must also agrea on a more realistic and broad-based action on their currency
reelignment. Agreements confined only to an exclusive group have proved disastrous
to the pcorer nations, whose currencies and small trade advantages have been
seriously affected. The interests of the smaller nations are best served by their
«z’epresentation at such gatherings when issues that affect thea are taken up. :

The debt crisis is debilitating for the countries affected, diverting
attention and energies away from demestic political, economic and social needs.,
While the crisis has deepened in the past yea::, ;e see hope in the initiatives of
some comezci..ra_jl banks to write off their loans and of Gover nments which have
conver ted some of their official loans into outright grants. The pzoposal by the
: United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) for a 30 per cent cut
in commercial bad debts owed by the 15 most heavily indebted countries merits

serieus eonsideration. The World Bank and the Intetnational Monetary iand (IMF)
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must engage more act‘;vely in the design and creation of a debt-reconstructicn
facility. Proposals ebouhd, but the international community must quickly study
various modalities to relieve those ‘countries that are carrying impossible
burdens. The United Nations has provided the forum for detailed discussion on the
debt crisis and has participated in ﬁhe search for solutions. Malaysia fully
Supports the United Nations efforts in this regard and endorses the recent
tecpmmendations by the aAfrica Recovery Review Committee substantially to increase
financial flows to Africa to ensure reform and development.

Two years ago, at the forty-first session of the Assembly, I spoke about the
initiative of the develcping countries to set up an independent South Commission.
The Commission has since been set up to complement and supplement other efforts in
making a freeh and objective analysis of the formidable eoconomic, social and
politfical challenges confn:onting the‘ developing countries. It attempts to identify
areas for practical and mutually beneficial South-South eo-operatxon. It is
heartening to note that since its inception in July last year the Commission has
vigorously pursued the responsibilities entrusted to it. |

The International Conference on Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking (ICDAIT)

held at Vienna in June 1987 brought héme to the 138 participating countries the
'" "extent and setiousness of the intemational drug problem. The seeming impotence of

:'t:he international eomnunity to combat the drug threat brought the tealization that

without the nanifest political will of nations to act, and to act in concert, to
counter the drug p):cblem there can be no effective solution. Thus, ‘the adoption by

the Conference of its political declaration and the Comprehens ive Multidisciplinary

Outline of Future Activities tepzesents a collective struggle to eliminate drug

abuse and illicit trafficking.
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Malaysia congratulates the United Nations and the Secretary-General for that
Success and important beginning. The momentum created by ICDAIT last year.must be
maintained. |

In this connection Malaysia welcomes the convening of the plenipotentiaty
conference at Vienna from November to December of this year to adopt the new
convention against illicit traffic in narcotic drugs and psychotropzc substances,.
which will plug an important loophole and Provide for further action against
illicit-drug traffickers,

We are always concerned when there is extreme disparity between rich and poor
within any country, but in some countries there is no disparity - everyone is just
pcor. If asked to imagine what poverty is like in those poor nations, we should
find it extremely difficult to Visualizé'ifxéccutately. But we need not imagine.
Today, we see in colourful detail, accompanied by sound and motion, the extent and
horror of human poverty. We see living children being literally devoured by fliess
we see skeletons hobbling around. We see people so ill that we wonder how thgy
survive at all.

Even if we have to spend billions on weapons, on preserving the beauty of
nature, the trees and the forests, the rare insect species and other things that we
claim will enhance the quality of our life, we have no excuse in this day and age
to permit such misery to befall millions of fellow humzns. .

The response of millions of ordinary people to the appeals for aid to the
suffering poor is laudable. But the task is too big for ad hoc charitable
efforts. The answer would lie in a full-time and fully manned authority to fight
against the scourge of poverty. This civilization of ours will be condemned by
posterity if we can put men on the Moon but we cannot, at only a fraction of the

cost, give enough help to the needy on earth.
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Inequali,ty is the bane of human society. Democracy, purpor tedly cherished by
all, is associated with equality and equitability. Wwhile Governments are urged to
be demctatic » in affairs between nations democracy is noticeably absent. In the
cormunity of nations, the strongest and the richest take advantage of the weak and
the poor. There is no equality there.

This does not happen only in the economic sense but also in the political
sense,- Ideplogies and philosophies, as well as value systems, are forced upon weak
nations in the name of democracy. Acting like fanatical religious proselytizers,
the so-called champions of demcracy are not averse to using undemocratic and
coercive means to force their pacticular brand of democracy on the weak and the
poor. Refusal to comply results in all kinds of economic and political
arm-twisting, .

Democracy rmust confer a freedom of choice. No one has a monopoly on the type
of democracy that everyone should have, Certainly no one should force his own
choice and interpretation on someone else. While harsh and even violent methods
may be used to force a dictatorship to yielé to democratic forces, it would be -
tragic if a working, prosperous, democratic nation were destroyed because some
self-appointgd democrat felt it was not democratic enough. This holier-than-thou

attitude ié out of tune with modern mores.
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The democracies of the West were hundreds of Years in the making. Do not
expect colonial territories ruled autocratically for several centuries by Western
democracies to become per fect democracies overnight.

I have every confidence that this forty-third session of the General Assembly
will prove to be del iberative and fruitful. fThe time and circumstances have never
been more Propitious. our multilateral institution is riding a strong wave of
credibilit}. If we can be weary of war and strife and ready to beat our swords
into Ploughshares, then we can devote our collective energies to our economic and
social advancement. The next, more formidable, challenge will be to See whether
this institution can grapple with the issue of international economic imbalance in

the context of the need for equitable resources management. It should be our

The PRES IDENT (interpretation from Spanish): On behalf of the General

Assembly, I wish to thank the Prime Minister of Malaysia for the important
Statement he has just made.

Dato' Seri Mr. Mahathir bin Mohamad, Prime Minister of Malaysia, was escorted

from the rostrum.

Mr. RAO (India) (spoke in Hindis English text furnishegd by the
délegation): It gives me great pleasure that a distinquished son and eminent
representative of a country with which my country has close and cordial relations
is presiding over the General Assenbly at its forty-third session. I extend to
Ambassador Caputo our warm felicitations on his well-deserved election. We are
.confident that with his exceptional ability and experience the deliberations of the

Assembly have alread& been assured success,
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I should like also to place on record our deep appreciation for the effective

leadership that his predecessor, Mr. Peter Florin, provided to the General Assembly

during its forty-second session.

In his report on the work of the Organization for 1988, the Sectetary-sengral
recalled that he was cautiously optimistic that

"the sails of the small boat in which all the people of the Earth were

gatherad seemed to have caught a light but ravourable wind™. . (A/43/1, p. 2)

I take this opportunity to pay a tribute to the man who has played no mean role in
the careful and patient navigation by which the vessel has come within sight of
large sections of the shore. The Secretary-General, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar,
has earned the admiration of all for ﬁis patience, his skill, his understanding
touch and his grasp of the larger questions as well as the small details involved
in the various issues dealt with by the United NMations.

The decision ho confer the Jawaharlal Nehru Award for International
Understanding on our Secretary-General was a tribute to his exceptional
contr jbution to the cause of peace.

This year, 1988, has been the year of the United Nations. In the past few
ubnths ’the patient and persistent diplomacy of the United Nations was capped with
the signing of the Geneva Mreements on Afghanistan, the entry into force of a
cease-fire on the Iran-Iraq border, the renswal of intercommunal talks in Cyprus
and the creation of an environment conducive to the resolution of the problem of
Western Sahara. Even those who tended to pass judgement on the Un ted Nations
purely on the basis of the criter ia of the maintenance of international peace and
security are happily acknowledging today that this is indeed an impra2ssive record

of which the United Nations can be justifiably proud.
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India welcomes this reaffirmation of faith in the United Nations. For an
overwhelming majority of Members, support for the United Nations has always been an
article of faith. The universalization of this Support during 1988, which we
applaud as we always did, will no doubt strengthen the capacity of the
Organization, not only with respect to preserving peace but also, equally, to
tackling other Scourges facing humankind, such as poverty, hunger, ecological
degradation, terrorism and narcotics. We trust that the United Nations will be
reinvigorated, not only in political terms but also in terms of concrete financial
support. ILet the coming decades be the decades of the United Nations. Iet the
all-round Suppor t which the United Nations always deserved, but seems to have got
this year, be always available to it hereafter.

India, along with the rest of the international community, rejoices in the
transformation of the international climate during the past year. We are indeed
living through histor ic times. The dramatic improvement in relations between the
Super-Powers, for which we salute the leadership of the two countries, has had a
positive impact throughout the worid. History, however, teaches us that good
times, like bad times, do not normally last for ever. But one may be forgiven on
the present occasion for entertaining the belief that the principal players have by
now made a realistic assessment of the long~term interests of mankind, along with
their respective national interests, and that hence the current thaw may be more
~ lasting than those of the past.

The Movement of Non-Aligned Countr ies, since its inception, has wor ked
tirelessly Precisely for such a turn in the international climate. By taking
Principled positions on major issues of our times and by refusing to get entangled

in the confrontation of competing military alliances, the non-aligned countries
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have helped in containing conflict, and have thus contributed to the peace process
which has always inhered in the minds of the millions, although it had been
rendered dormant and muted by the display of military might. Therefore, we the
non-aligned can claim part of the credit for the im[}roved state of affairs. But
along with claiming the credit the Movement needs to redouble its efforts to make
the peace process irreversible, no longer vulnerable to the braking mechanisms

which operated earlier owing to motivations too well known to need recounting.
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The new air of euphoria is totally understandable as it marks a welcome
departure from the intense and often bitter rivalry between the major Powers which
at times brought the world to the brink of a catastrophe. It seems to have been
replaced now by healthy competition for pPresenting proposals for strengthening
peace, supporting the United Nations, saving the world from ecologic disaster,
among others. It is true that this long-awaited spirit of change unfor tunately has
not extended to the economic field. We would therefore be vwell-advised to remain
watchful and alert, while pursuing determined efforts to make the transformation to
peace final and all-pervasive so as to comprehend all facets of human life and
activity on our planet. While the primary responsibility would remain with the
major Powers, the rest of us and, of crurse, the United Nations, can and must play
a very important role,

The ratification of the Treaty on the Elimination of Intermediate-Range and
Shorter-Range Missiles - INF Treaty - by the United States and the Soviet Union was
a historic first step which must, within an agreed time~frame and in
wel l-considered Stages, lead to successive reductions and eventual elimination of
all nuclear weapons. While we are fully aware of the complexities involved in
disarmament negotiations, we find that political will has enabled the experte to
find satisfactory answers to what were projected as almost unresolvable
difficulties of adequate verification. Similar political will would be needed in
solving the whole gamut of disarmament questions, beginning with the reduction of
strategic nuclear weapons by 50 per cent, which has already been agreed upon.

Those steps, each impor tant in itself, have ts be viewed il;l the perspective of
a comprehensive scenario of total disarmament. Only thus do they make sense and
become effective and beneficial., At the third special session of the General

Assembly devoted to disarmament in June this year, my prime Minister,
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Shri Rajiv Gandhi, put forward a comprehensive action plan for the total
2limination of all nuclear weapons by the year 2010, That action plan has received
appreciaticn in the Non-Aligned Movement, among other Governments as well as
non-gover nmental organizations. We put forward our proposal to give concrete shape
to the desire of a large segment of world Public opinion for a time-bound action
Programme tc eliminate nuclear weapons. We should also take into account other

'V related aspects including verification.

With regard to verific;ation, delegates will recall that the delegations of
countries participating in the six-nation initiative for peace and nuclear
disarmament presented a concrete proposal at the third special session on
disarmament: the endorsement, in Principle, of an international verification
agency within the United Nations. It is the intention of the six countr ies to
revive this initiative at this session of the General Assembly.

The linkage between disarmament and development is by now well-recognized.
Hardly anyone can dispute the proposition that the rescurces being spent on
armaments could be more Profitably employed in peaceful developmental activities.
The decisions taken by the United Nations Conference on the Relationship between
Disarmament and Development, held last yYear, need to be followed up and acted upon.

Regional conflicts have dominated discussions at the current session of the
General Assembly. This is per fectly understandable. Success in achieving
break throughs in most of these conflicts is attributed, and justifiably so, to the
Patient diplomacy of the United Nations, as well as to the rapprochement between
the two super-Powers. There is, perhaps, a lesson for all of us in this,
pParticularly for the non-aligned andg developing countries. If the tendency to seek

mass ive external military assistance and to pursue dangerous nuclear weapon policies
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in the illusory hope of strengthening one's bargaining position with one's
neighbours were resisted, there would be fewer regional oonflicts and consegquently
less dependence on outside Powers for the soluticn of such conflicts.

India rejoiced at the cease-fire between Iran and Iraq which came into effect
on 20 August 1988. Thanks to the statesmanship of the leaders of the two countries
and to the efforts of the Secretary-General, the international community has been
spared witnessing the eighth anniversary of the war. The cease~-fire is an
important first step and must be consolidated. The negotiations between the two
countries currently under way, under United Nations auspices, must be pursued. The
issues involved are complex and highly emotional for both sides. 1India has been
involved in discussing the issues in detail with the two countries as part of the
efforts of the Non-Aligned Movement. That experience makes me feel confident that
the issues, ﬁhough complex, will eventually be solved. India has the closest of
ties with Iran and Iraq, and we know that the two countries are anxious to get on
with the stupendous task of reconstruction.

My country rejoices at the release of the Indian national,

Mr. Mithileshwar Singh. We hope that all the other hostages will also be freed and
reunited with their familities at an early date,

Indi; has welcomed the Geneva Accords on Afghanistan. We have had historical
ties of deep fr iendship with the people of Afghanistan. The Gencva Accords have
established a framework which would enable the Afghan people to decide on their
future free ftom foreign interference or intervention. While the withdrawal of
Soviet troops has proceeded on schedule, we are greatly perturbed at persistent
reports of violations of the Geneva Accords and hope that they will be implemented

faithfully by all the parties. 1In addition to restoring peace and stability to the
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region, the implementation of the Geneva Accords would also remove the ostensible
cause for introduction of sophisticated arms into the area.

While positive developments have taken place in the Gulf as well as in
Afghanistan, the continued great-Power naval pPresence in the Indian Ocean remains a
factor contributing to tension and instability. We reiterate cur call for the
withdrawal of all military forces of outside Powers from the Indian Ocean so that
it can emerge as a zone of peace.

There is more than a glimmer of hope for the resclution of the conflict
situation in South-East Asia. The horrors suffered by ﬁ:e'people of Kampuchea in
the 1970s must not be allowed to revisit them ever. The dialogue at the Jakar ta
Informal Meeting was a welcome beginning, which we appreciate. We also applaud the
initiative of the Chairman of the Non-Aligned Movement to explore ways and means in
which the Movement can assist the efforts to golve the Kampuchean problem. Given
India‘'s historical ties with the peoples of South-East Asia, we are ready and
willing to contribute in whatever way we can to this process.

In our neighbourhood, we have watched with growing concern the trials and
tribulations faced by the people cf Burma, with whom the people of India are bound
by close ties of history and culture. 1India has always scrupulcusly avoided
1nterfeting in the internal affairs of other countries. However, we cannot but
sympathize with democraélc aspirations. We are saddened by the growing number of
innocent dead in Bm_}ma. We hope that a way will be found to end this tragic
conflict as soon':._}ss' possible.

There is'_.?-ehewed belief that the long-delayed solution to the Namibian
question is at hand. Responsibility for the delay rests squarely with the Scuth
African Government, which has, with impunity, refused to comply with its

international commitments and obligations. The warld community is committed to the



RB/11 _ ' A/43/PV.17
. 50

M, Rao, India)

under the leadership of the South West African People's Organlzatioh (SWAFO). their
sole and authentic representative. India wag the first country to accord
diplomatic recognition to the representative of SWAFG. wWe look forward to
welcoming Namibia as the 160th Member of the United Nations at the General Assembly
session next year.

While there is movement on the question of Namibia, the situation ia South
Africa itself shows no sign of improvement. The racist Pretoria régime continues

its reign of terror, subjecting the people of South Africa &3 the most inhuman

forms of oppression.
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The evil system of apartheid cannot be reformed; it has to be abolished in toto,
South Africa must open a dialogue with the genuine representatives of the oppressed
people. Nelson Mandela, the universal éyxiaol of courage and fortitude, whose state
of health is a cause of concern to all of us, must be released immediately and
uncondi tionally. Effective pressure in the form of compr ehens ive mandatory
sanctions must be applied, without invoking unconvincing arquments regarding their
effect on employment of the oppressed people, and so on.

The Action for Resisting Invasion, Colonialism and Apartheid (AFRICA) Fund,
establ ished by the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, has received pledges and
contr ibutions from a third of the world comunity. Described at the recent meeting
of the non-aligned in Nicosia, Cyprus, as an instance of the Movement's capacity
for collective action, the Fund demonstrates an international commitment to the
front-line States and liberation movements of southern Africa transcending
geographical or political barriers.

The international community should be opPposed to racial discrimination no
matter where it ig practised. Last year my delegation referred to the unfortunate
develogments in Fiji, which had distinct racial over“snes. We hoped that the
groundswell of internationai public opinion woulg help restore the spirit of trust,
harmony and concord which had prevailed in Fiji since its independence. As a
Menber of the United Nations and as a member of its Committee on decolonization,
India had been in the forefront in the fight for Fiji's independence. It is a
matter of great regret to us that the situation in Fiji has considerably
deter iorated during the past Year. There are clear indications that an attempt is
being made to institutionalize racial discrimination in Fiji. We understand that
there is to be a Process of consultation with the various communities befoze‘ the

draft constitution is finalized. we hope that this process will enable all
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sections of the people to participate in it in a non-discriminatory manner. There
was a time when Fiji used to be described as "what the world should be like™. The
racial harmony, peace angd tranquillity in Fiji used to be a model for the world to
follow. We hope that Fiji will return soon to those harmonious times.

India‘'s support of the right of self-determination for t;he Palestinian pecple
has its roots in our own struggle against colonial rule. Many changes have taken
Place in the region. what has remained constant, however, is the determination of
the Palestinian people. The message of intifadah to the world is uunambiguous:s 290
Years of occupation have utterly failed to suppress the fierce nationalism of the
Palestinian people. It should also have made it clear to the world, including
Israel, that territories illegally occupied cannotvbe retained for ever. 1Israel
must withdraw from the territories it has occupied since 1967, including
Jerusalem. We reiterate the call for the convening of an international peace
conference on the Middle East, with the participation of all the parties, including
the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), on an equal footing. Such a
conference, we believe, should facilitate the establishment of an independent
homeland for the Palestinians and the creation of conditions in which all the
States in the region can live within secure and recognized boundaries.

India has always supported the aspirations of the people of Cyprus to live
together in an independent and non-aligned country, with itg territor»ial integrity
intact. wWe deeply appreciate the resumption of dialogue between the two
compunities under the auspices of the United Nations Secretary-General. We urge
both sides to Spare no effort to find a solution to the problem within the
time~limit envisaged by the Secretary-General.

Similarly, we are heartened by the acceptance by the two sides concerned of

the Secretary-General's proposals for finding a solution to the problem of Western
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Sahara. Here again, we hope that this question will be resolved satisfactorily so
that the people of f:he Territory, as well as other countries in the Maghreb, can
live in peace and Co-operation with one another.

In the Korean peninsula, which unhappily remains divided, there is an
overwhelming sentiment in Favour of peace, reconciliation and dialogue. We hope
the aspirations of its people to peaceful reunification will find early fulfilment.

This year marks the fortieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. The Declaration, which furnishes the Piilosophical basis for the human
rights work of the United Nations, is of seminal importance. Like the Charter
itself, it points to the interdeper nce of human rights, social and economic
progréss and internationai peace ar: security. Over the past four decades, the
concepts embodied in the Declaration have been developed and enriched, particularly
with regard to economic, social and cultural rights. It remains our firm belief
that the inherent dignity of the human person requires full respect for his civil
and political rights and, equally, for his eccnomic, social and cultural rights.

While there have been encouraging developments recently in the political
sphere, the outlook in the area of international economic co~operation remains
bleak. The 1low rates of growth of world trade and output in recent years will not
suffice to resolve any of the major problems facing the worid economy. In the
industrialized countr ies high rates of unemployment persist, making it difficult
for them to undertake the structural adjustments that are necessary in the long
term. The major imbalance, with its attendant uncertainties, continues to
pPersist. For the developing countries the outlock is even worse. Inadequate
resource flows, deteriorating terms of trade and the heavy burden of external debt

have all but halted the development process of these countries. They have retarded
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attempts to address the fundamental problem of boverty and deprivation. The 1980s
are being characterized as the lost decade of development.

The policies of the major developed countries constitute the essential
determinants of the external environment for the developing countries. There has
been no coherent ang considered effort to fashion these policies on the basis of
oo-operative international action, taking into account their impact and
consequences for the developing countries, Here it is useful to recall the
proposalé made by the developing countries for removing the structural deficiencies
and fundamental failings of the international monetary, financial and trading
8ystems. The underlying structural and systemic problems of the worid econcmy have
to be addressed by del iberate and co-operative international action that gives full
fecognition to glebal interdependence. Both the developed and the developing
countries need to pursue convergent and mitually reinforcing policies in the
interrelated areas of trade, money and finance.

The area of international trade is being increasingly characterized by an
erosion of the accepted rules and regulations and by reliance on unilateral
discriminatory action. Despite repeated affirmation of commitments on standstill
and rollback, Protectionism continues to grow unabated. Protectionist measures are
imposed in those areas where the developing countries have demons trated their
competitiveness and made investments for structural reforms. There has been little
progress so far in the ongoing Uruguay Round on multilateral trade negotiations in
areas of direct interest to the developing countries, such as safequards, textiles,
agriculture ang tropical products. The Uruguay Round should provide an important
oppor tunity for strengthening and Preserving the multilateral trading system. It

should also help to reduce the tensions and distortions that characterize the world

trade system.
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The proposals made in the new areas in the Uruguay Round have to be consistent
with the right of developing countries to manage their economies in accordance with
their national objectives and priorities, to requlate activities of transnational
corporations and to channel investment into those desired sectors of their
economies. Such proposals should promote the autonomous and self-reliant
development of those éountries.

Another area of concern is the stagnation or decline, ip real terms, of
resource flows to developing countries. The international financial system has
failed to ensure the transfer of adequate resources on proper terms and conditions
to developing countries and thus provide adequate financing for development
activities. The alleviation of the current development crisis requires a more
effective system that will guarantee an increasing flow of resources, in particular
official development assistance resources, to developing countries and also
guarantee access by international monetary and financial institutions to adequate
resources,

Let us collectively recognize the need to evolve a more broad-based system for
managing the world economy that reflects the interests of all groups of countries
and provides an equitable and harmonious basis for the collective management of
global interdependence. The gseventh session of the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development was a small step in this direction. In the coming days we
must make use of other opportunities for building a renewed consensus on
development directed against the global problem of hunger and poverty. The
formulaticn and elaboration of an international development strategy for the Fourth
United Nations Development Decade provides one Sl;dl oppor tunity.

The virtual paralysis of the Nor th-South dialogue makes it all the more

important for the developing countries to redouble their-efforcs at premoting
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collective self-reliance through the econemic co-operation among developing
countric~. It has become imperative for developing countries to build on
complementarities in their economies. In this respect the conclusion in Belgrade
earlier this year ¢t the Mreement on the Global System of Trade Preferences wag a
significant achievement. It laid down for the first time among the signatory
developing countries the legal ang institutional foundation for tragde expansion.

In our own region the formation of the South Asian Association of Regional
Co-operation has provided a framework for wide-ranging economic and technical
co-operation. Specific areas of matually beneficial co-operation have been
identified and practical measures are being implemented by member States.

Cne is, however, constrained to note that economic co-operation among
developing countries has developed only partially and its full potential remains
wexplored. what is needed is a hard look at concrete programmes to address, in
the first instance and in the main, the elementary human needs of 2 large chunk of
humanity. In these areas it is possible to make a better impact than has happened
8o far,

During the current yYear many developing countries have been hit by natural
disasters requiring urgent international relief operations. Large areas in Africa
have been afflicted by prolonged drought. Jamaica has been devastated by a
hurricane of unpreceden ted magnitude, and Sudar by floods. Our own region, South
Asia, hag witnessed widaspread havoc caused by floods, above all in Bangladesh,
though ve; too have not been spared the ravages of floods. It was our privilege, as
a friendly neighbour, to be the first to go to the assistance of the people of
Bangladesh in response to an appeal from the Government of Bangladesh. A task
force of experts from Bangladesh and India has been set up to study the Ganga and

Brahmaputra waters jointly for flood management and the water flow theteof °
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Over the past two decades, drug abuse and illicit trafficking in drugs have
assumed proportions of a major glcbal problem, not only affecting consumers but
also posing serious probiems for transit States. We hepe that the Plenipotentiary
Conference scheduled to convene in Vienna later this year in order to finalize a
draft convention on this question will meet with success.

The United Nations is dedicated to the pursuit of the twin goals of peace and
develcpment. It can claim credit for significant achievements in both these
spheres, and in particular in recent months we have seen encouraging progress in
the resolution of complex political issues. But in the sghere of economic and
social development, its major successes belong to past decades; its achievements
recently have been relatively modest. We must renew our commitment to the
eradication of the evils of poverty, disease and illiteracy through concerted
international action. This is a struggle that must be waged in common by all
humank ind. Aas Jawaharlal Nehru told the Assembly in 1963, “The only war we want is
a war against poverty and disease and its brood”.

Many centuries ago India's sages gave the call: "Let us move, together. Let
us talk, together. Let us be of single common mind."”

The renewed sense of community witnessed in the United Nations today gives
hope that over the coming vear, in time for its forty-fourth session, the world
body can set before itself a viable specific agenda for the 1990s that would help
render our planet ready for the century drawing in upon it. Such an agenda must
assess and chart the meanrs of fulfilment of the minimum needs of man. The wor id,
as Mahatma Gandhi put it, has enough to fulfil man's need, but not his greed. This
distinction between need and gzeed becomes all the more real and crucial at a time

when geo-environmental, geo-economic and geo-pelitical imperatives have to be fully
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harmonized in the interest of survival, Runaway desires of imprudent humans must
be tailored =0 as to be compatible with the capacity to fulfil them. If we
collectively determine to do that, this forum, the United Kations, is the place
where we must begin, for the United Nations is as strong, and only as strong, as
the will of its Members.

And when we talk of Members, let us not forget that behind the Menber States
represented in this Assembly are the men and women of the world. It is they who
give this Organization its flesh and its blood and should therefore legitimately
dictate its aspirations and efforts. Their control over rulers who fall short of
Ot go beyond their mandate is not as palpable as it should be, but that is part of
man's constant aspiration, which the United Nations needs to be inspired by in
order o give effective voice to the millions who cannot speak for themselves,

The United Nations should thus promote the ascendency of peoples, translating
into reality the relationshiprs which the peoples would wish to have among
themselves,

Invested with a popular dimension, rooted in a time when the Process of peace
can be rendered irreversible and man's scarce energies given a chance to better his
own being, this is the moment for the United Nations which should endure until the
mission for humanity is comple ted.

We must not fail,
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behalf of the United Arab Enirates it gives me great pleasure to extend to
Ambassador Caputo my heartfelt congratulations on his élection as President of the
Uni ted Nations General Assenbly at its forty~third regular session. His election
reflects the appreciation of the international community for the leading role
Played by Argentina at the regional level in Latin America and at the international
level, especially at the United Mations., It also reflects the confidence the
international community places in him and in his ability to guide the proceedings
of this important session with wisdom and confidence.

It also gives me great Pleasure to convey my sincere thanks to his
Predecessor, Mr. Peter Florin, for Presiding so ably and judiciously over the
Previous session, its resumed sessions, and the special session.

I would like, on this cccasion, to reaffirm the confidence of my country in
the Secretary~General of the United Nations, r. Javier Perez de Cuellar, for his
continued efforts to enable the Organization to cope with the problems it faces. 1I
would also like to congratulate him on his efforts to enhance the role of the
Organization, and to settle _in!:ernation&l and regicnal disputes peacefully and
through negotiations. Most of his endeavours have been successful this year.

The forty-third session of the United Nztions General Asgsembly is neeting in
unique intermational circumstances in the wake of a number of international
political develoments including the peaceful settlement of numerous regional
disputes. Foremost among these developments was the summit meeting between the
leaders of the two Super-Powers last May. This meeting led to a great
accomplishment with regard to disatmament, namely the ratification of the Treaty

which calls for the elimination of shorter and intetmediat:e-range nucleat

missiles. The Reeting also led to Political achievements that will have positive,
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far-reaching consequences, since the two Super-Powers expressed their determination
to reduce the tension existing between them by replacing lack of trust by open
dialogue. In that summit meeting, the two super-Powers created an atmosphere of
détente, even agreement on the settlement of certain regicnal conflicts,

This session is also unique in another respect: the fact that it is being
held against the background of the United Nations success in settling a number of
difficult regional problems, Through its various mechanisms, the United Nations
has been instrumental in settling the problem of Afghanistan, and in stopping the
war between Iran and Iraq. In additionm, tﬁe Secretary~General has taken an
initiative for the settlement of the Cyprus problem, and for the opening of a
dialogue between the parties in the Namibian question in order to implement
Security Council resolution 435 (1978).

These achievements represent an important turning-point, signalling the
opening of a new phase in international politics., we in the. United Arab Emirates
welcome these accompl ishments and hope, or rather urge, that they be utilized for
promoting peaceful coexistence and co-operation among nations in order that we may
reach a new and more advanced stage of international relations. This stage should
be based on respect for, and equality among, all nations, as well as on the right
of ail peoples to secure their freedom and independence. To reach this advanced
stage, the following conditions must be met.

First, the two super—-Power s should not only sustain the new favourable
politicai atmosphere existing between them, but they should also work diligently to
promote it on the level of their bilateral relations, as well as on the level of

their respective military blocs.
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Secondly, the success of the United Nations in solving certain regional
problems must be a lesson to all of us. We must renew our confidence in the
Organizaticn and itg effectiveness. We must enhance its role thrcugh the
comnitment of all States, especially the great Powers, to the Charter of the United
Nations, and to its purposes and Principles. We must also benefit from the organs
of the United Nations in alil fields, particularly the Security Council, which
should be used as a forum for the conduct of negotiations with respect to urgent
international problems, and which should be utilized for the adoption of preventive
and other measures.

The United Nations has become the basis for the international order of the
future, and the instrument through which collective efforts can be undertaken to
8olve international conflicts and contreversies, and to reduce the possibility of
escalating regional conflicts into nuclear confrontations among the big Powers.

The United Nations hag alsc had many accompl ishments in economic, social, human,
legal, and other fields. In the light of all this, it is incumbent upon all of us
to maintain these achievements, and to expand upon them by enhancing the role of
the United Nations.

Thirdly, we must utilize the existing favourable conditions by reinforcing the
prevailing trend towards solving,‘regmional conflicts through the mechanism of the ,
United Nations. we must above all expand the scoée of this trend to cover other
regional and human problems, most notably the Palestine question and the problem of
racial discrimination in South Africa. .

My country welcomed the recent decision of the Islamic Republic Of, Iran to
accept, as Iraq has done, Security Council resolution 598 (1987) as a basis for

ending the war between the two Islamic countries., we also welcomed the decision of
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the two belligerents to cease fighting and to enter into direct negotiations in
order to resolve all their outstanding problems. 1In this context, we express our
appreciation for the role Played by the United Nations Secretary-General in
achieving the cease-fire and in bringing the two parties to the negotiating table.
We also thank him for his continuous efforts to narrow the gap between the two

parties,

We, in the United arab Emirates, consider the Ccease-fire agreement, and the
subsequent direct dialogue, to be a major turning-point in the process of
restructuring the future relations between the two countries. We hope that the
recent developments will lead to an agreement on just and equitable paace
Principles that will leave no room and no bretext for resorting to arms once again
in the future.

As a Gulf country, we look forward to the restoration of peace and security in
our region, a peace that is just and acceptable, and that is based on
qood-neighbourly relations among all Gulf countries, big and small, and on
non-interference in internal affairs. we are following the negotiations very
carefully, and we are certain that the two countries have a vested interest in the

restoration of peace. We believe that good intentions will inevitably lead to this

end. We shall do our best to make this happen .
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Despite international détente and the movement towards the settlement of a
number of regional conflicts, the Middle East problem - with its core issue, the
Palestine question - jig still unresolved. It is still a source of tension and deep
anxiety, and peace is not at hand. The Palestinian people are stiil suffering from

oppression, imprisonment and torture under the brutal fist of Israeli occupation.

Countries to isolate the Palestine question from the trend of international peace,
It is to be noted that Israel persists in creating obstacles, which the Uiiited
States endorses, in order to obstruct the convening of an international peace
conference, The convening of this conference has won the universal support of the
international community.

The crux of the problem is the fact that one of the two Super-Powers fully

endorses the 2ggressive policy of Israel and refuses to recognize the existence of
the Palestinian people, who are oppressed and deprived of their basic rights,
Indeed, thig Super-Power works jointly with Israel in a futile attempt to stamp out
the Palestinian identity, hoping to remove the Falestinian people from the pages of
history. But through its valiant uprising, which Israel has tried to crush with
all its ., .struments of oppression, the Palestinian people hag clearly demonstrated
its full awareness of its national rights, and its determination to secure those
rights,

For seven decades the Palestinian people has been tenaciously struggling for
freedom, indep@ndence, and the ending of Ooccupation. We are confident, therefore,
that this long struggle will lead to freedom and the establishment of an

independent Palestinian State.
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The present trend at the United Nations to use its mechanisms for resolving
certain regional conflicts and problems affirms the validity of the view that the
only mechanism for achieving a just and permanent peace in the Middle East is the
holding of an international peace conference. This conference is to be held in
accordance with General Agssenbly resolution 38/58 C, under the auspices of the
United Nations, and with the Participation on an equal footing of all the concer ned
parties, including the Palestinian people as represented by the Palestine
Liberation Organization (PLO), its sole, legitimate representative.

Lebanon is still a source of danger and deep concern for all of us. This
fraternal ocountry will not return to normalcy unless Israel withdraws from Lebanese
territory, ceases to meddle in its internal affairs, and stops its aggression
against Iebanese towns and villages.

We urge our brothers in Lebanon to put aside their differences and resolve
their disputes through open dialogue, in order for Lebanon to regain its vanguard
pPosition in the fields of culture and progress.,

My country has followed with interest the process of negotiations and what has
been reached so far with respect to the question of Mamibia and putting an end to
South Africa's continued aggression against Angola. We hope that the Pretoria
régime will not renege on its commitment to implement Security Council resolution
435 (1978), which constitutes a comprehensive blueprint for the independence of
Namibia. 1In this connection, we wish to reaffirm our support for the struggle of
the Namibian people, under the leadership of the South West Africa People's
Organization (SWARG). Despite the pProgress achieved with respect to the question
of Namibia, the policy of apartheid, adopted by the white minority régime in South
Africa, has been made more evil in its practices, thus causing more death and

destruction. We strongly condemn the institutional régime of this policy, which
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denies the basic rights of the overwhelming black majority. This violates the
Principles of the Charter and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and

' contradicts the tenets of Justice and human progress. My country also strongly
condemns the continuous acts of aggression, terrorism and destabilization
perpetrated by the Pretoria régime against the African front-line States.

My country is a firm believer in the Charter. we therefore Support its organs
and call for the use of the mechanisms provided by those ocrgans. We also wish to
emphasize the need to abide by che principles of non-interference in the internal
affairs of other States, non-recourse to the threat or use of force and the
Peaceful settlement of disputes.

Guided by this belief, the United Arab Emirates welcomed the conclusion of the
Geneva Accords last April for the settlement of the question of Afghanistan. The
mechaniske provided by the Secretary-General Played an important role in the
conclusion of these Accords and in the involvement of the two super-Powers in
quaranteeing their implementation, including non-interference in the internal

affairs of Afghanistan and full respect for its independence anad sovereignty.

South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) in this regard.

We also welcome the ongoing dialogue to soive the problems and conflicts
confronting the countries Oof Central America. 1In this regard, we support the
initiatives of the Contadora Group and the Support Group.

Cmcerning Korea, wa urge the North and South to settle their differences
through free dialogue unhampered by ézessure and pre-conditions. This should

defuse the crisis and bring about the unity the Koreans so earnestly seek. We

welcome the readiness of the Secretary-General to help the two Governments.
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With respect to Cyprus, we commend the Secretary-General for his latest
initiative, which has had a more favourable responge from the parties to the
conflict. We also welcome the decision of the leaders of the Turkishk and Greek
Cypriot communities to Co-operate with the Secretary-Ceneral, as well ag their
desire to meet without any pre-conditions and their setting of 1 June 1989 as the
date for reaching a negotiated settlement for the Cyprus problem in all its
aspects. We hope that the settlement will be just, comprehensive and durable. We
also hope that within its framewerk, secur ity ard coexistence will b2 ensured for
the two communities and that the settlement itself wili guarantee the sovereignty,
territorial integrity, and non-alignment of Cyprus.

The third special session of the General Assenbly devoted to disarmament was
held this yYear in a favourable international atmosphere of détente. The successful
results of the bilateral negotiations on disarmament conducted between the two
super-Power s encouraged many participants in the special session to believe that
those achievements could be transformed into new incentives for multilateral
negotiations, Like many others, we nurtured the ambition that through consensus we
would be able to agree on a final document that reflected the new developments in
the field of disarmament. But our ambition exceeded the prevailing realities owing
to the lack of sufficient political will on the part of certain countries for

arriving at a fruitful and Successful conclusion to that session,
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As the Secretary-General has stated in his report on the work of the
Organization,
"Disarmament and the regulation of armaments cee Will remain a decisive
test of the improvement of internationai relations and the strengthening of

Peace." (A/43/1, p. 13)

iIn this regara my country reaffirms its Ssupport for the creation of
nuclear-weapon-free zones, especially in the Middle East. We also reiterate our
Bupport for and commitment to the United Nations resolution. declaring the Indian
Ocean a zone of peace, and look forwaré to the elimination of all obstacles that
have so far Prevented the convening of the Conference on the Indian Ocean.

The imptovement:s in international relations wicnessed on the political level
have not been reflected to the desired degree in the state of the internaticnal
eéconomy. Serious economic Structural imbalances still persist. As a result, the
prices of raw materials have become unstable and have even declined. Moreover, the
policies of Protectionism, the discriminatory practices and the restrictions
imposed on the experts of developing countries have a Getrimental effect on the
Process of dsvelopment. They also cause an escalation in the cr'is:ls of foreign
indebtedness faceg by the developing countries,

We believe that jt ig impossible to enhance international détente without
consolidating the econoinic foundations upon which it rests. This requires a
stronger spirit of Co-operation and the enhancement of the role of interna:ion'él
economic agencies. It alzo tequirea the adoption by the advanced countries of more

flexible policies and the introduction of structural reforms in the system of

international eccnomic relations,
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We emphasize the importance of strengthening the role of the United Nations
and its specialized agencies, as they constitute the main forum for dialogue and
negotiations with respect to international co-operation for development. We also
stress the need to abide by the principle of multilateraiism and to pursue an
integrated approach to the various problems pertaining to finance, currency,
indebtedness, commerce and the resources devoted to development. Similarly, we
call on all States to adhere to the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States
and to refrain from using commercial restrictions, blockades or sanctions as
political tcols for conducting economic relations in a manner that violates the
Char ter.

This session provides all Members of our international Organization with a
valuable opportunity to review and re-evaluate both the great achievements attained
thrcugh collective co-operation and the setbacks and obstacles resulting from
selfish or aggressive policies. The United Nations offers an important frame of
reference for such re-evaluation. The challenge before us today is whether or not
we shall be able to utilize this session by drawing on our past experience, both
positive and negative, for the purpose of reaching the right conclusions. The
historical record proves that peace and security are synonymous with mutual trust
and that they are the only means of elevating the human race to the desired level
of econcmic growth, cultural advancement and social stability.

Mcdern history has taught us that the United Nations, through its organs and
‘ mechanisms, is able to lead human society to more understanding and co-operation.
'Can we vest our confidence in the United Nations? More important, can we trust
each cther in order that we may build a world in which vjustice and mutual respect
prevail and man may enjoy freedom and stability? PFuature developments, in the

shaping of which we all participate, will provide the answers to these questions,
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Mr., TRAN QUANG Q0 (Viet Nam) (interpret- 'on from Frerch): The

delegation of Viet Nam would like to congratulate Mr. Dante Caputo on his election
as President of the for ty-third session of the United Nations General Asseubly. We
are confident that under his guidance our session will leave an imprint
commensurate with the watershed significance of the present period,

We also take this opportunity to express our great appreciation of the major
contribution of Mr. Peter Florin, Presideqt of the for ty-second session, to the
success of that session.

The delegation of Viet Nam wishes to join previous speakers in expressing high
appreciation of the indefatigable efforts made over the past year by the
Sectetary-General, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, in the service of peace and
security in many parts of the world.

Since the for ty-second session we have witnessed far-reaching developments in
both the world and i:he regional situation which give rise to hopes for those who
are striving for a world of peace, friendship and co-operation among nations.

The two summit meetings between the Soviet Union and the United Btates, the
ratification of the Treaty on the Elimination of Intermediate-Range and
Shorter-Range Missiles ~ INF Treaty - and the progress, albeit modest, made in the
negotiations on a 50 per cent reduction in strategic weapons constitute impor tant
breakthroughs which open up a real opportunity of achieving still greater results
in ’the long struggle to free mank ind from the nightmare of a nuclear war of
annihilation. The strengthening and broadening of international co~operation at
the global and regiocnal levels - an objective necessity of our time - and
especially the signing for the Ei;st time of an agreement establishing official

relations between the Council for Mutual Economic Asgistance (QMEA) and the
European Economic Community (EEC), gives a significant impetus to the process

'leading tc a world of peace, détente and co-operation,
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These encouraging events have contr jbuted to the improvement of the
international political atmosphere after ° “uy years of tension and confrontation.
They have not only enhanced more than ever before the possibility of safequarding
Peace and averting the danger of a war of extermination but also ushered in a new
era in internaticnail relations, an era of struggle and co-operation in peace ful
coexistence among countries with different §ocial and political systems. As a
result, all the nations of the world are in a better position to meet together the
challenges facing the whole of mankind, which today cannot be met by any cne
country alone, no mattéi how large or rich, I refer to such challenges as are
pPosed by pollution of the environment, the demographic explosion, the world food
problem and the Problem of sources of raw materials.

Impor tant though they may be, the positive developments in the wor 14 situagion
are but a beginning. Mankind is still faced with the danger of a frenzied arms
race in outer space. it is still witnessing the wasteful channelling of huge
natural resourées to the arms race or to regional conflicts, while two thirds of
mankind are living in poverty because of the heavy legacy of a long colonial past

and the unfair international economic order.
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Never before has mankind had such a strong common will to accept and overcome
these serio::s challenges. From years of fierce struggle and untold sacrifices and
losses, the peopl-s of the world are ncw all the more aware of the indivisibility
of world peace and détente and, furthermore, of the close link between peace and
détente, on the onc hand, and independence and development, on the other. There
can be nc prace and détente in the world unless the independence, security and
development of nations in every region are guaranteed. Conversely, the
irdependence, security ang development of natiocns are a decisive factor in the
preservation of a solid and lasting peace on earth. In that context, the
initiativehﬁot a.bonprehensive system of international peace and security designed
to encoutaée international dialcgue based on respect for the independence and
Sovereignty of nations is certain to win the approval and support of a breoad
segment of wb;ld public opinion.

The i.nitial‘ lsucce'saea having been scored, the international community is now
stepping up itg efforts in 'the struggle for peace and development. The Miniéferial
Meeting on disarmament held in Havana by the noh;-aligned countries, the third
General Assembly special session on disarmament and the world-wide movement in
-~ response to the "Peace Waves® campaign in 1988 have given powerful expression to
the earnest aspirations of nations to live in peace, free from the use of force in
international relations, and to enjoy the benefite of the relaxation of world |
tension and genuine secuzity in every region, so that they can concentrate all
their efforts on the long-term development of their tespective countries. The
broad meovement towards the establishment‘of nuclear-weapon~free zones is spreadingl
across Europe, Asia, Africa, Latin Merié:a and Oceanias it reflec!:s‘ the ped.ples' :
determination to continue their struggie to reverse the costly and dangercus arms
race in outer space and to secure a complete ban on nuclear tests and a prohibition

of the testing and production of other weapons of mass destruction.

T
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The need to struggle for peace and disarmament cannot be dissociated from the
nationg ' struggle for independence and development. The serious economic
difficulties now facing the developing countries require common efforts by the
international community to bridge the ever-widening gap between the developed and
the developing countries. External debt, the flow of capital resources from
developing to developed countries, protectionism and unequal terms of trade: these
are serious problenms requiring urgent and effective solutions that would contribute
to the establishment of a just and equitable new international economic order. The
expansion of bilateral and multilateral economic co-operation and, especially, the
promotion of regional c-operation in order to tackle the major challenges more
effectively, as well as the need for a readjustment of the econcnic development
Strategies of nations - which is required by the scientific and technological
revolution - are the real imperatives of our times.

The new developments in regard to peaceful coexistence in the world and the
persistent endeavours of nations in various regions to ackieve peace, independence
and development have revealed the real possibility that many regional problems can
be solved peacefully through dialogque. Al though, for various reasons, the results
obtained vary in degree, peace talks have aroused high hdpes about the search for a
poligical settlement of regional conflicts, We are witnessing vivid and diverse
‘manifestations of that trend in various parts of the world - from Afghanistan to
southern Africa, from the Gulf region to the Korean peninsula, from Cyprus to
Westgrn Sahara.

l ‘In keepi.ng with its unswerving position, Viet Nam extends its constant
solidaril:y and strong suppott to- the heroic peoples of Cuba, Nicaragua and Panama
in their staunch str:uggle against the imperialigst forces that stubbornly continue
~ to engage in intetventionist and hostile policies, and for the defence of their

independence ¢ lovereign ty and terr i.tor ial integrity.

[l
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We value highly the good will shown and the major efforts made by Afghanistan
and the Soviet Union in implemeni:ing the Geneva agreements and strongly urge the
other parties concerned to implement these agreements scrupulously in order to put
an early end to the conflict and enable the Afghan people to live in peace and
national harmony.

Like the rest of the international comauenity, Viet Nam supports the correct
position adopted and the good will shown by Angola and Cuba in order to ensure
progress in ongoing quadripartite negotiations towards a sclution that would
guarantee Angola’'s Sovereignty, security and territorial integrity as well as
Namibia's genuine independence. The South African authorities must implement
strictly the agreements reached and put an end to their warlike policy, so that
Peace and security can soonr be restored to that region,

For the sake of peace 1n> the Middle East and the legitimate rights of the
hercic Palestinian people, Viet Nam fully supports the convening of an
international conference - with the participation of the Palestine Liberation
Organization on an equal footing with the other parties concerned - for the purposge
of finding a fair ang realistic settlement.

We whole~heartedly welcome the cease-fire between Iran and Irag and hope that
their bilateral talks will soon bring about lasting peace for the peoples of those
two countr jes.

As fqg the Korean peninsula, we hope that in the not-too-distant futurc the
Uni ted Na.tionsb will be abie to welcome in its midst a peaceful, reunified Korea,
free fron); t:hg-“[t:resence of foreign troops.

With regard to regional questions, the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam has a
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the basis of respect for the independence and sovereignty of each country as well
as the legitimate interests and equal security of all the parties concerned, and of
supporting all processes designed to achieve national reconciliation without
outside interference. That Vietnamese position is in conformity with the view of

the Non-Aligned Movement, as expressed most recently in the Final Document of its

Ministerial Meeting in Nicosia, Cyprus,
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South-East Asia has of late witnessed positive developments that are in
keeping with universal trends and the earnest aspirations of the peoples of that
region, particularly since Viet Nam, with the agreement of the People's Republic of
Kampuchea, Lecently announced the withdrawal of 50,000 troops and the command of
its volunteer forces from Kampuchea. For the .fitst time in that part of the world,
which has been a theatre of constant tens\.ion over the ‘past 40 years, favourable
factors have emerged for mitual understanding and trust and friendly co-operation
among the countries of the region, which are so necessary for them to find together
a fair and reascnable political solution to the Kampuchean question and to build
South-East Asia into a zone of lasting peace- and stability,

On the basis of the agreement reached in Ho Chi Minh City in July 1987 between
Indonesia and Viet Nam, representing the two groups of countries in South-East
Asia, the four parties of the two opposing sides in Rampuehea and the two groups of
countries in South-East Asia have for the first time, after 10 years of intense
confrontation, come to engage in dialogue at the Jakarta Informal Meeting in
discussions on a political solution to the Kampuchean question, with the prospect
of a peaceful and stable South-East Asia.

The Jakarta Informal Meeting took the Kampuchean question ocut of deadlock
because that meeting did not follow the beaten track of the past 10 years, in which
the will and interests of one side were imposed on the other. Its success
constitutes a victory for regional co-operation, mitual understanding and respect
for each other's interests, and first and foremost the legitimate interests of the
Kampuchean people.

It was thus possible in Jakarta, for the first time, for a consensus to be
reached among the parties directly concerned in the region on recognition of the

two interlinked key issues of the Kampuchean problem, namely. the withdrawal of
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Vietnamese forces from Kampuchea and the prevention of the returrn to Kampuchea of

the genocidal Pol Pot régime. Basides this extremely important achievement of the
Jakarta Informal Meeting, in Jakarta Prince Sihancuk and Chairman Hun Sen reached
an agreement to resume their talks in Paris to discuss further the internal
pProblems of Kampuchea in a spirit of national recaonciliation.

The results of the Jakarta Informal Meeting and the agreement reached between
Prince Sihanouk and Chairman ﬁmn Sen have not only broken the stalemate of the past
10 years but have also created a framework for a political settlement of the
Kampuchean question in both its internal and its international aspects. They have
thus opened up the prospect of solving the Kampuchean issue - the not too diatant
future.

That is precisely why the consensus reached at tﬁe Jakarta Informal Meeting
has been widely welcomed and supported by world public opinion from the East to the
West, which fegards it as movement in the correct direction, to be further
encouraged and supported. The Nen-Rligned Movement in particular, with its
onstructive initiatives ¢ has extendad valuab;e and timely support to the comacn
endeavours of the South-East Asian countries to find an early solution to the
Kampuchean question, thus oontr ibuting to turning that region of confrontation and
tension into a zone of lasting peace, stability, friendship and co-operation,

In this very forum, all the countriee that are concerned about the Kampuchean
question and peace and stability in South-EFast Asia, and sincerely desire to make a
constructive contr ibution, have noted with satisfaction that, given the receﬁt
profound changes in South-East Asia, there now exists a reai poasibility of
achieving a political setélement cf the Kampuchean question.

Regrettably, however, despite this common ttgnd, some in this forum are still

trying to awin against the tide. For 10 years, they have tried by any means
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nation, and to blur the all too real danger of the Scourge of renewed genocide in
the land of Angkor.

With their one-sided arguments and their distortions of the realities in
Kampuchea, they attempt to represent the genocidal clique as Pitiful victims whom
foreign troops have unjustly deprived of their freedom to commit genocide. 1Is it
by way of compensation that this genocidal clique has been allowed to retain the
right to Fepresent the Kampuchean People at the United Nations? As for those who,
together with their fellow Kampucheans, have mage every effort over the past
10 years to fesurrect from the ruins and the killing fields left behind by the
Pol Pot régime a new Kampuchean State full of vitality and having a political,
economic and social life, they are denied that legitimate tight.

Such is the shock ing reality, despite the existence since 1948 of the United
Nations Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide.
Worse yet, in the face of world oginion's Strong condemation of the genocidal
Pol pPot clique, the latter 's sponsors have taken up an odd iine of reasoning,
putting on an equal footing the danger of the genocidal Pel Pot c¢lique and the
existence of the Administration of the Peopie’s Republic of Kampuchea, which enjoys
the full Support of the Kampuchean pPeople and has done its utmost to overcome the
terrible legacy of the genocidal Pol Pot régime.

These saiie People also claim that they pursue no self-interest in their
approach %o the Kampuchean question. If that is so, why do they make a ser ies of
{lemands that are tantamount to imposing their will on the Kampuchean people,
including on matters pertaining to Kampuchea's purely internal problems? They

demand that the future Administration of Kampuchea be 1ike this, and its army like
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thét. Is that thé .v)ay to respect the Kampuchean people's right to
self-determination? Or are these demands 6n1y aimed at serving their purpose of
»pte_serving ahd legalizing the genocidal Pol Pot forces as part of a solution of the
Kampuchean guestion?

I ﬁave,been compelled to express the aforementioned views in order to reply to
assertions that cannot remain unanswered. It is not my intention to engage in
.sblemics in this forum. 1I only wish to engage in constructive exchanges of views
here, in an atmosphere of goodwill, with a view to centributing usefully to world
Peace as well as to peace and stability in our region.

OnceAagain, Viet Mam reaffirms its full support for and active contribution to
all efforts to find an early political solution to the Kampuchean problem. We are
of the view that a political settlement of the Kampuchean question should ensure
the legitimato_e interests of the Kampuchean people first and foremost, their right
to live free from the danger of another genocide, while duly taking into account
: the security interests of all parties concerned, including the People's Repubiic of

*‘China.
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Like many other regional problems, the Kampuchean question has two aspects:
the internal and the international. Viet Nam wishes to gecure a comprehensive
settlement that would solve both aspects. 1If that is not yet possible, we think
that the international aspect of the Kampuchean question cou,id be solved first, as
has been clearly indicated by the Jakarta Informal Meeting. As for tﬁe internal
aspect of the question, it should be left to the Kampucheans themseives to settle
this without outside interference. All other countries should respect the
Kampuchean people's right to self-determinaf:ion and the agreements reached by the
Kampuchean parties.

For its part, viet Nam, in a spirit of regionél co-operation and together with
other South-East asian countries, will do its best to make the for thcoming session
of the Jakarta Informal Mee.ting a success. In keeping with the spirit of regional
Co-operation, Viet Nam will strictly carry out its announced withdrawal of 50,000
Of its troops from Kampuchea in 1988. fThe remaining Vietnamese forces will be
completely withdrawn in 1990, as has been stated earlier. 1If a political solution,
either comprehensive or partial, is reached, the total withdrawal will be effected
Sooner. The timetable for the troop withdrawal will be closely linked with the
timetable for the cessation of all forms of outside interference in the internal
affairs of Kampuchea, in the spirit of consensus reached at the Jakarta Informal
Meeting.

Viet Nam's consistent wish is for a fair and reascnable settlemeﬁt of the

Kampuchean question. This, however, depends, not on the resolve of one side alone,

but rather on the common goodwill of all the parties involved, and, in particular,

“on the determination of the countries of the region to continue to co-operate in

the solution of the problem on the basis of the Jakarta consensus, especially at

the meeting of the working group of the Jakarta Informal Meeting on 17 October.
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Desiring as we do an early, fair and reasonable political solution that
guarantees the Kampuchean people a peaceful and happy life, with national
reconciliation, in fulfilment of the common aspirations of all South-East Asian
countries to peace and develcpment, we fully support the seven-point proposal pat
forward at Jakarta by the People's Republic of Kampuchea. These points are. the
following. First, the aim is to build a peaceful, independent, democratic,
sovereign, neutral and non-aligned Kampuchea.

Second, by Decomber 1989, or at the latest by the first quarter of 1990, all
the remaining Vietnamese volunteer forces will be completely withdrawn from
Rampuchea, along with the simultancous ending of all foreign aid and sanctuar ies
provided to the genocidal Pol Potists and opposing Khmer forces and ceésat*on of
the use of Xhmers in refugee camps against the Kampud'nean people and of all foreign
inter ference in the internal affairs of Kampuchea-

Third, the internal problems of Kampuchea must be settled. by the Kammdiean
‘parties themselves on the basis of national roconciliation, the,exclusiqn of the
crimiral leadership of Pol Pot's genocidal régime and the inadmissibility of vthe

Khmer Rouge armed forces.

Fourth, the status quo in Kampuchea will be maintained until the completion of

general elections to the National Asgembly, which will then adoét a new
constitution and form a coalition Government. |

Fifth, a national reconciliation council will be established made up of the
four Kampuchean parties and headed by Prince Norodﬁm Sihanouk. This ocouncil will
be entrusted with thg following duties: to implement all t:he agreements reached

between the various ‘Kampuchean partiess; to organize general elections m the
National Assembly. ' '
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Sixth, an international control commission will be set up to supervise the

implementation of all the agreements concluded.

Seventh, an international conference will be convened , with the participation
of Kampuchea, Laos, Viet Nam, the member 38 of the Association of South-Bast Asian
Nations (ASEAN), the Chairmen of the sixth, seventh and eighth summit Conferences
of non-aligned countries, the Soviet Union, China, France, the United States of
America, the Unitead Kingdom and cther countries that have contributed to the
precesg of peace in South-Bast Asia, as well as the Secretary-General of the United
Nations. The purpose of this conference wili be to guarantee the independence,
Sovereignty, neutrality and non-alignment of Kampuchea, as well as pace and
stability in South-East Asia.

We welcome the Secretary-General 's continued efforts aimed at promoting the
implementation of the agreements reached at the Jakarta Informal Meeting and
Suppor ting the 5 November meeting betweern Chairman Hun Sen and
Prince Norodom Sihanouk so that it may be a success.

The period between now and 1990 offers us the best possible oppor tunity to
bring the Kampuchean question to a close and to turn a new page in the history of
~relations among South-East Asian countr ies., Viet Nam sincerely wishes to build up
mtual trust and relationé of co-operation with all countries in the region in
accordance with the spirit of the seven-point proposal on the principles gover ning
the relations among South-E.ast Asian countries, put forward by the Lao People's
Democratic Republic at the Jakarta Informal Meeting. Rélations of mutual trust and
Co-operation among South-East Asjian countries are an essential factor in the
Creation of a favourable-atmosphere for the settlement of the Kampuchean question.

In the long run, this will provide a sound basis on which to assure the security
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and development interests of each country in South-East Asia. Only through
regional co-operation can regional problems be solved.

The world is moving away from confrontation towards dialogue and
co-operation. The positive changes in the world situation in this direction in the
last few years of tae twentieth century have engendered hope for a world in which
nations can live ¢n an equal footing in peace and friendship without the threat of
a nuclear war of extermination, in which regional conflicts can be solved not by
the use of ferce but through dialogue, and in which ideological differences do not
hinder co-operation for the well-being of mankind., 1t is hoped that, with the
emergence of thesge premises, this lofty aspiration will become a reality in the

not-too-distant future for all the regions in the world, including South-East Asia.
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Mr. EVANS (Australia): I warmly congratulate Mr. Caputo of Argentina on
his election to the important post of President of this General Assembly. OQur two
Countries share important objectives in relation to Antaictica and the
liberalization of trade in agricultural products. I also acknowledge the
courageous role he personally has played in the consclidation of constitutional
democracy in Argentina. It is a great pleasure, therefore, to see him presiding
over our deliberations at thisg Particularly auspiciocus time for the United Nations,

This ye.ir of 1988 is not only a special one for Australia, marking our
bioentenaty,‘ but also for the United Nations, marking as it does the fortieth
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, a landmark in the
8truggle of the international community to guarantee individual rights for all
people. Not entirely coincidentally, it is also the fortieth anniversary of the
Presidency of this Assembly of one of the founding fathers of the United Nations,
and one of its strongest voices on behalf of the small and middle Powers,

Herbert Vere Evatt, then Foreign Minister of Australia, who worked strenuously for, -
and announcad during his presidency, the adoption by the General Assenbly of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

In preparing to addrese this Assembly for the first time, I turned for a
little encouragement to the wisdom and writing of my distinguished Labour
Government pPredecessor, and I wag not disappointed. a very great deal that
Mr. Evatt did and thought, and that was important tc him, stands the test of these
40 years., Twice in his lifetime Mr. Evatt had seen the world tear itself apart.
In the Pirst World wWar both his brothers were killed. He had seen the League of
Nations collapse into impotence and irrelevance. 1In the Second World War he had
been Foreign_ Minister when. Australié was in grave peril. To him, therefore, the

introduction to the Charter - "We, the beople of the United Nations, determined to
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Save succeeding generations from the scourge of war" - was not just a rescunding
Piece of rhetoric but a comnitment born of despair and necessity,

Fortunately, we have all been Spared a third world war since then; but this
period has seen tragedy and suffering wrought on our fellow human beings by a
continucus epidemic of conflicts - both regional and internal - which have blotted
the world's landscape. We have Sean the return of chemical weapons. War has
filled the refugee camps of the world. Violence has been father to suffering,
Poverty and homelessness, on a scaie that indicts us alil.

The United Wations has performed indispensable work in dealing with the tragic
consequences of these conflicts; but the sad reality is that for most of the past
four decades it has largely been blocked from performing the task for which it was
Pze-eminently created, the peaceful resolution 6f conflict itself. So it is with a
profound sense of hope for the future that we look back over the past 18 months,
From southern Africa to the Western Sahara, through the Middle East, the
Mediterranean, across to Ahfghanistan and Cambodia, we see the United Nations, led
by its Secretary~General, at last bringing to bear the collective will and
commitment of the nations of the world.

The Secretary-General and the United Nations peace-Kkeeping forces thoroughly
deserve their award of this year 's Nobel Peace Prize. The Prize is a very timely,
recognition of the comnitment that this Organization must ‘continue to assert: that
deep-seated and genuine dif ferences must be resolved without blood and agony for
ordinary men and women caught up in conflicts not of their own making.

In Afghanistan, despite many problems, the Geneva Agreements are holding. The
Soviet Union has met the target for the withdrawa® of 50 per cent of its forces,
and we urge that it maintain the agreed target foo the complete withdrawal.

Withdraval will provide the conditions for the essential next step of allowing the




NR/1jb A/43/PV.17
93

(Mr. Evans, Australia)

people of Afghanistan to decide for themselves their form of governnent. The
international community has a responsibility, through the Unxted Nations, to assist
in the reconstruction of that land devastated by invasion and war and to help
Provide for the millions of refugees it has created,

We have all greeted with immense relief the Cease-fire between Iran and Iraq,
another extraordinary achievement of the United Nations. BRut Wwe are deeply
concerned that, although the fighting has stopped, there has been little apparent
pProgress in talks between Iran and Irag under the auspices of the
Secretary-General. Australia urges both countries to bring about an enduring
Peace, in accordance with Security Council resolution 598 (1987).

In southern Africa there is a distinct prospect that independence for Namibia
is at hand:; but it is still only a prospect. as a traditional suppor ter of the
United Nations peace-keeping activities, Australia reconfirms its willingness to
participate in the United Nations Transition Assistance Group for Namibia.

Australia also fully supports the efforts of the Secretary-General towards
resolving the conflict in Western Sahara.

in recent weeks, the nost promising meetings in many vears have occurred
be tween the President of Cyprus and the leader of the Turkish Cypriot community,
again under the auspices of the Secretary-General.

There have also been encouraging signs in my own region. My visit to
New Caledonia threebweeks ago and my discussions there with all major parties
confirm that the pProcess set in train by the Matignon and Oudinot accords not only
is workable but hag generated a whole new spirit of reconciliation and optimism.
The process to which the Rocard Government and all the major groups in New |
Caledonla have comnitted ti:amselves has Australia's support and that of the South

Pacific FPorum. wWe in the South Pacific share with Prance a determination to assist
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the peaceful evolution of New Caledonia to self-determination in a way which
eénsures that the legitimate interests of all the people of New Caledonia, including
its indlgenous Melanesian population, are fully protected, and their aspirations
are given a chance to be realized,

Once again, after many years, Korea is on the agenda of the General Assembly -
but for the first time as @ single item. Australia heartily endorses the common
goal of this new item: peace, reconciliation and dialogue in the Korean
peninsula. Australia finds encouraging the recent willigness by both South and
North Korea to consider resuming diélégue. We believe there is now a real
opportunity to bring to an end 35 years of confrontatien.

There have also been impor tant recent developments relating to the conflict in
Cambodia. Talks are taking place among the concerned parties. The Jakarta
Informal Meeting, abl; Presided over by Indonesian Foreign Minister Alatas,
realistically noted that a solution would require not only the withdrawal of
Vietnamese m111tary forces but alsc the prevention of the return of the genocidal
pPolicies and practices of Pol Pot and the Khmer Rouge. The Association of
South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) draft resolution this year makes that point, and
we welcome that statement.

There remain, regrettably,va number of regional conflicts and tensions where
there has been less progresé.

Australia is especially concerned about the seemingly 1ntractab1e nature of
the Arab-Israeli dispute. Australia‘s commitment to the State of Israel is firm:
it may be traced back to Mr. Evatt's time and'it has not wavered since. The right
of Israel to exist within secure and recognized boundaries is and must remain an
indispensabie condition of peace. It is from this firm basis of commitment and :
friendship bo Israel that we say that peace and Justice for Israel will be found

only when there is also peace and justice for the Palestinians,
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The right of self-determination for the Palestinian people, including, if they
80 choosa, the possibility of an independent Palestinian State, must be
recognized. Israel's friends can only view with concern the continued occupation
of thé West Bank and Gaza. Recent events there put at stake its reputation and
future as a liberal democratic State and risk increasing isolation from traditional
friends and Supporters, like ourselves, who Place priority on respect for
democratic ideals and fundamental human righﬁs.*

It is also time for the Palestinians to take historic decisions regarding
their relations with Israel. The Palestine Liberation Organization must reject, ’
urequivocally, the use of terror, accept the process of negotiation and be
prepared, clearly and without equivocation, to recognize Israel. To be durable,
any negotiated settlement must take account of the legitimate inte ests also of the
Syrian Arab Republic, Jordan, Lebanon and other countries of the region.

In Burma we have witnessed tragic loss of life as the Burmese people have
struggled for their political and economic rights. The Burmese people have our
deepest sympathy, and I offer to them Australia®s support in the period of
reconstruction and reconciliation which must follow the resclution of the current
crisis,

While there is much stilil to be done, recent events do hold out prospects for
peace that only a few years ago would have been thought of as naive fantasy. Who
among us two years ago - even cne year ago - would have envisaged, for example,
that Praesident Reagan would be able to stand before us at this time and say that in
many regional conflicts the Soviet Union had shown a "spirit of constructive
realism”?

v S———————

*Mr. Huerta Montalvo {Ecuador), Vice-President, took the Chair.
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The United Nations itgelsf has'geen a crucial contributor to the improved
East-West atmosphere. The United Nations needs the great Powers, but the great
Powers also needAthe United Nations. There is a wide and growing agenda of issues
that cannot be resolved by the great Powers acting unilaterally or bilaterally.
The great Powers, alone or together, can hamstring the United Nations; but, alcne
or together} they cannot by themselves make it work. An effective United Nations
requires the collective will and commitment of the whole international community.
It is only when this is fully accepted by everyone that the recovery of the United

Nations, with all its potential, will become permanent.
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There can be few areas where this is better exempliified than disarmament and
arms control. The conclusion by the United States and the Soviet Union of the
Treaty on the Elimination of Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles, the
first arms-control agreement eliminating an entire class of nuclear weapons, is a
truly significant development, as is the acceptance under that agreement of highly
intrustive provisions for verification, which, in turn, make further agreements
possible. Great progress has been made towards cencluding an agreement to cut by
50 per cent strategic nuclear arsenals; and for all those developments
Presidents Reagan and Gorbachev deserve the gratitude of us all.

But nuclear disarmament and armg control are not matters exclusively for those
great Powers that Ccurrently possess nuclear weapons. For if there is nuclear
conflict, it is not just the peoples of the nuclear-weapon States who will suffer.
The peoples of the world will be devastated. As the potential victims of nuclear
catastrophe, the pecples of all nations have the right to demand real progress and
the eventual elimination of nuclear weapons. They have the right to demand that
the nuclear-arms race not take new forms, including its spread into outer space.

One of the few things that has given the people of the world some confidence
that nuclear catastrophe will not occur is that almost all the nations of the worlad
have undertaken not to acquire nuclear weapons. Australia considers the Treaty on
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, which embraces that commitment, to be
perhape the single most important arms-control agreement in existence. We consider
its preservation to be of paramount impor tance to peace and security,

We understand and have shared the frustrations Rany countries feel at the
glacial pace of progress towards nuclear disarmament, but we do not believe that
frustration is well served by bringing into question the Non-Proliferation Treaty

itself. Does any nation really believe that its security or the safety of the
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world would be served by a world in which yet more States had nuclear weapons?
Further nuclear Proliferation would bring about an even more desperately dangerous
world than the one we now inhabit. so we appeal once more to those countries that
have not Yet become parties to the Treaty to do so without delay. and,

remenber ing - as we always must - the terms Gf the compact that lies behind the
Non-Proliferation Treaty, in which the nuclear-~weapon States under took te negotiate
nuclear disarmament in gocd faith and at an early date, we appeal once again to
those existing nuclear-weapon States to accelerate the pProgress they have been

making towards the elimination of thoge weapons.

barrier to the further refinement of nuclear weapons, and it would be an additional
obstacle to prospective proliferators. I hope the Assenbly will once more
Fesoundingly call upon the Conference on Disarmament to resume work on its
nuclear-testing item.

The most imnediate threat is posed by chemical weapons. The
Secretary-General, after careful investigation, has found repeated use of chemical
Weapons in the Gulf region. We condemn such use without qualification or
equivocation. we are convincad that the only solution to the increasing use and
Spread of these abhorrent weapons lies in the early conclusion by the Conference on
Disarmament in Geneva of a compr ehens ive chemical-weapons convention. Australia
actively Supports all practical measures to advance the negotiations for a
convention and to prevent the further ercsion of international norms against the
use of chemical weapons.

In this contex.t the proposal for an international nference on chemical

weapons use, made last week in the Assembly by Presidsnt Reagan, hag the support of
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the Australian Government and, we hope, of all Member States of the United
Nations. To give effect to that proposal we must seek to ensure that the
international conference is open to participation by all States, is convened as
soon as possible this year and is attended at a very higch level. The conference
rust have a clearly defined central purpose: a declaration that chemical weapons
must never be used and a commitment to bring intc existence a universal
chemical-weapons convention, as currently being negotiated in Geneva, which would
rid the world of chemical weapons for all time. |

One of the clear messages to come from the third special session of the
General Assembly devoted to disarmament in June was that we all have a
responsibility for disarmament. We cannot iay the blame for the state of the world
only at the dcor of whose who possess nuclear arsenals,

The quest for greater security through higher and higher levels of
conventional arms is only tco well kfiown to us all. The International Conference
con the Relationship between Disarmament and Development provided ample evidence.

It is a simple proposition that more arms do not equal greater security. They feed
the appetite of instability and the coffers of those who choose to supply arms at
levels that are well beydn-d those needed for self-defence. The only way that peace
and security will uitimately be guaranteed is by universal acceptance of the
principles of common security so well articulated by the Palme Commission in 1982,
the ﬁhrust of vwhose conclusions is that no country can guarantee its own security
by threatening others and that :él Ssecurity is achieved, not against other
countries, but with them.

While the foundare of the Otga_nization saw immediate issues of peace and
security as the pre-eminent role of the United Rations, they also understood
cleatly that t:he roots of nany of the world'e conflicts lay in pove:ty, suffe:ing

and abuses of human rights.

il
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Austrelia insists that human rights know no boundaries. Ruman rights must
always be high on the Organization's agenda. The repulsive and contemptible system
of apartheid in South Africa is the most serious instance of institutionalized
abuse of human rights facing us today, and we continue to urge the United Mations
Security Council to adopt comprehengive mandatory economic sanctions as an
effective means of bringing apartheid to a peaceful end.

In the absence of such mandatory United Nations sanctions we have worked
within the Commonwealth to develop an effective pattern of economic sanctions
aiming particularly «t the banking and financial system, as well asg strategies to
meet South African propaganda and to Strengthen the economic security of the
front-line States in meeting destabilization by South Africa.

Australia also reocognizes that all countries must be answerable to the nations
of the world on these issués, and we are willing ourselves to answer to the nations
of the world for Australian policies and actions. Every year sees an anniversary
of one kind or another, but 1988 is, as I have already said, a special one for my
country. Two hundred years ago Europeans arrived to establish permanent settlement
in Austtalia.- Aboriginal people and Torres Strait Islanders, of course, were there
before us. They are, in fact, celebrating at this time not their bicentenary, but
t'.heir bicentennial bicentenary - some 40 +000 years of habitation on Augtralian
soil. ALl too many of the 200 years of Esropean settiement have been, for our
original Australians. yearg of discrimination, cruelty and oppression., Australians
today cannot reverse that history, but nor are today's Australians responsible for
it. our duty today is to acknowledge the truth of our history and to redress it.

In the past 20 years significant Progress has been made. Abor iginal and
islander Australians have the same legal and civil rights as other Australians. We

"are taking special measures to accelerate a&ccess to services and to provide a basis
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‘for further economic, social and legal advancement. We are seeking to complete a
compact or agreement with our Aboriginal pPeople and Islanders, acknowledging their
right ful place not only in the past of our ancient continent but in its present and
future. 

Althougn mach has been done to improve the position of Aboriginal Australians,
much remains to be done. We have undertaken to the descendants of our original
inhabitants ~ and I repeat that undertaking to the United Nations - rnat we will
leave undone nothing that can be done to right this great wrong of our past.
Racial prejudice and discrimination have no place in any contemporary society and
have none in my country today. Over 20 years ago bipartisan agreement was achieved
within Australia to bring to an end the abhorrent but long officially sancrioned
racially restrictive immigration policy. I bring here now, on behalf 6f my
Governmenﬁ, the solemn undértaking, recently confirmed by resolution of both Houses
of our national Parliament that never. aga1n shall we allow race to be used as a
criterion in the exerc;se of our sovereign right to decide who shall enter our
country. That undertaklngdls made_hot only as a refLection of deeply held
principle but also because if Auerralia wete to do otherwise‘we ﬁoul&“deserve the
censure of the world. 2 :

Australia shares with developing countries the conviction that the United

Nations has a major role to play in the areas of international trade ang

development.
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on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). That Round is a historic opportunity rfor the worid to
demonstrate conclusively its commitment to the multilateral trading system and to
forestall the fragmentation into hostile trading blocs that damaged us all in the
1930s. The potential benefits of liberalization are great and the need is urgent.
Results in key areas will be very important at the mid-term review of the Uruguay
Round to be held at Montreal in December. Early results will enhance the
confidence of the participants in the Round and establish a solid base for its
ultimate success.

As efficient producers of agricultural commodities, Australia and its fellow
members of the Cairns Group of Fair Trading Nations in Agriculture have a common
interest in promoting a m&re liberal trading system in agriculture. The benefits,
howéver, can be far more widely shared. Recent research indicates that food
impor ters would benefit from liberalization and the removal of distortions in
inteznatidﬁél‘égricultural trade. The adoption of market-oriented agricultural
policies in the induétrialized countries lies at the heart of the agricultural
trade reform issue.

Nor are our interests confined to agricultural trage reforms. Australia
strongly supports efforts to strengthen the GATT framework, secure a broad-based
liberalization of trade and extend multilateral discipline into new areas such as
services and intellectualupropetty rights, The Uruguay Round provides an
oppor tunity for'us all to tackle these persistent and serious problems, an

opportunity that might not come again soon.
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problem is the envi:onment, especially changes to the world's cli mate. Australia
and our island neighbours in the Pacific and Indian QOceans have already pointed to
the potentially serious consequences of the warming of the EBarth's atmosphere. The
very existence of 2 number of our fellow countries in the werld is at stake. It is
only by a total international commitment that we can protect curselves, and we look
to the General Assembly to give a stronger focus to international measures for
dealing with this threat to our environment.,

The Antarctic Treaty is a good example of international co-operation embracing
environmental and disarmament concerns. It has grown from the original 12
signatories in 1959 to 38 with the accession in May of Canada. The disarmament
provisions of the Antarctic Treaty ensure that the Territory is used only for
peaceful purposes. The Treaty has promoted scientific research, environmental
protection and conservation, has kept the continent free from international
tensions, and deserves centinuing support.

This session of the General i&ssembly hag comienced on a note of hich optimism
not least because of the commitment of the United States to meet its financial
obligations to the United Nations and to pay its arrears. Australia has always
maintained that ali Member States must abide by their obligations to the Charter of
the United Nations. a1l should pay their assessed contributions in full and on
time, and Australia has always done so.

The decision of the United States to meet its financial obligations should not
give ris_g, however, to complacency sbout the need for reform. Much has beenr done
to make the; United Nations more efficient since the Groi:p of 18 Intergovernmental
Experts submitted its report on reform in 1986, but there is still much to be done,
especially in implementing an improved budgetary process, ordering priorities and

Fl

avoiding duplication.
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A strong, efficient United Nations is the best guarantee that the Organization
will bg_able to meet the new and different challenges it confrants., It is only if
the United Rations is strong and efficient that cmti;ued suppert can be guaranteed
from the parliaments angd the taxpayers of its Member States. This is especially
the case at a time when new Peace-keeping operations are likely to place much
greater burdens on us all.

Australia will not shrink from its share of that burden now that the United
Nations is succeeding in its pre-eminent role of peace-maker and peace~keeper. We
have contributed personnel and financial resources to the peace-keeping force in
the Gulf; we have committed funds for the rehabilitation of Afghanistan; we have
committed ourselves in principle to providing 300 personnel to United Nations
ttansiti't)nal arrangements in Namibia, It is against that background - and with
those credentials, I guess - that we urge the Secretariat to ensure rigorous
-‘economy in develdping its peace-keeping plans.

The reform process should proceed at many levels., There is an urgent need for
tationalization of the economic and social areas of the United Nations. The
Secretary-General mugt have greater flexibility in adjusting the human resources of
the Organization to meet emerging priorities such as peace~keeping, human rights,
drug-control programmes and the status of women.

4I began my remarks today by referring to Mr. Evatt. Let me concluée the same
way. Bvatt was a towering figure in Ausﬁralian life. He was one of our greatest
lawyers, a judge of our High Court, Chief Justice of a State Supreme Court. He was
Attb:hay-General, Foreign Minister and a Leader of the Opposition. He was a
Journalist and a writer - not always the same thing. For decades he was at the
centre of political, szocial and“economic change in our nation, often its most

controversial figure. He was an ardent nationalist.
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But to this ardent nationalist nothing in his entire life's work was more
important than this international Organization here in New York. For all his many
achievements and titles and honours, his modest grave in our natiomal capital has
inscribed on it only his name and the words “President of the United Nations
Asgsembly ",

Evatt once described in his character istically straightforward way what he saw
as the objective of the United Nations. In 1948 he pleaded for Governments to keep
faith with their peoples. They wanted, he said,

"not very much: just peace and justice and decent standards of living, for

themselves perhaps, buf mainly for their children."

Those words are simple and modest. They remind us that this place does not
belong to the power ful or the wealthy, that it does not exist for dipl~-: s or
officials or statesmen. This Organization belongs to the ordinary men and women of
our world. It was founded on a promise to those men and women that never again
would their leaders bring upon them war, injustice angd poverty. That promise has.
not to date been honoured.

We heve today a second chance, a chance to fulfil that 4Q-year-old promise to
our peoples to bring them peace, justice and a decent standard of living.

Let us get it right this time.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): I propose now to suspend

the meeting for five minutes.
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The meeting was suspended at 6.35 p.m. and resumed at 6.40 P *

Mr. IOPEZ QONTRER2S {Honduras) (interpretation from Spanish): Mr.

President, I take especial pleasure in conveying to you my Government 's
satisfaction at the decision taken by this assembly to Place the representative of
& recently restored democracy in charge of our deliberations. That decision is,
without any doubt, based an recognition of your perscnal merit and of your
professional skills. 71t is also an honour to your country, with vwhich we are
fraternally linked by bonds of history and geography and by our common
identification with the ideals and principles underlying democracy. We are sure
that, under your guidance, this Assembly will conduct its business in a manner
which will ensure its ceimplete success.

Similarly, I wish to express to your Predecessor, Mr. Peter H. Florin, cur
congratulations on the sound, intelligent and constructive manner in which he
conducted the business of the last session of the Assembly.

Over the last few months, mankind has witnessed - at first with disbelief
and, later, with mounting hope ~ the way in which a number of the crises from which
the world had been suffering seemed to be nearing a solution, thanks to a
combination of new circumstances., The conflicts in the Persian Gulf, Afghanistan,

Kampuchea, yprus, Western Sahara and socuthern Africa appear to be moving towards a

negotiated solution.

Among the circumstances which have helped reatorn f2ith in the ability of
human beings to resolve their differences in a peaceful manner, mention must be
made, on the one hand, of the detente in the relatiocns between the supetopowezs

resulting from a realistic and positive dialogue between the United St:ates of

*The President feturned to the Chair.
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America and the Soviet Unien and, on the other, to the role played by the
Secretary-General, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, in his quest for negotiated
settlements to those conflicts. His prudence, diplomatic tact and amply
damonstrated perseverance are factors of fundamental impor tance which now allow. us
to glimpse a process of Peace in various regiocns suffering from conflicts. I wish
to offer to the Secretary-General our gratitude for his extraordinary hard work for
peace and alsc our encouragement to him in his efforts. .

My Government reiterates its faith in, and support for, the purposes and
principles of the United Rations, compliance with which is the best guarantee of
the maintenance of international peace and security and also the best means of
promoting the economic and social progress of all peoples.

My Government wishes alsec to Place on record its concern over the financial
straits in which the Organization finds itself, which prevents it from fully
meeting its cbjectives. The financial crisis continues to threaten the
Organization notwi thstanding the efforts made by the Secretézy-General to implement
the recommendations of the Group of Eighteen,

We share the joy that is felt over the progress made in the negotiations with
a view to the elimination of the spectre ¢f a nuclear confrontation. The success
achieved by the United States and the Soviet Union in agreeing on a treaty which
means that, for the first time, there will be an actual reduction of nuclzar
delivery systems, is: a step we all applaud. We trust that the signing of the
Treaty on the Elimination of 'Iﬁtermediate»aange and shor ter-Range Missiles - the
INP "l‘reaty - will Se a prelude to new agreements eliminating for ever the threat of

& nuclear holocaust and inaugurating a new era of under standing, peace and

prosperity for all.
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The cessation of hostilities between Iran and Iraqg and the start of
negotiations between the parties is aiso a source of pride for our Organization.
In keeping with the principle that all disputes can and must be resolved by
peaceful means, we eéncourage those States that have suffered so terribly from the
scourge of war to renew their efforts to find a peaceful, just angd lasting solution
to their disputes.

We wish to stress the importance for wor 1d peacé of the complete and final
wi thdrawal of foreign trcops from Afghan territory. It is to be hoped that this
process will lead to reconciliation for the Afghan people and to the exercise of
its right to self-determination.

We are likewise encour aged by the talks taking place in Geneva with the
Participation of the Governments of Angola, Cuba, the United States of America and
South Africa with a view to creating conditions that would enable Namibia to
achieve indepéndence and thus reduce tensions in that part of the world.

' We view with enthusiasm the positive turn taken by events in Western Sahara,
where agreements are now beginning to emerge which, it is hoped, will lead to a
Settlement between the parties to the conflict, . In this respect, the resumption of
diplomatic relations between Algeria ang Morccco has been a constructive factor.

Regrettably the spirit of conciliatiorn has not spread to other delicate
.situations in the world, such as the case of Kampuchea, where lack of agreement has
prevented the withdr:awal of occupation troops under international supervision. |
None the less, we are confident that the efforts of the Association of South-East
Asian Nations will bear fruit in the near future.

Honduras wishes to express once again its sincere hope that the Argentine
Republic and the United Ringdom will resolve their dispute over the Malvinas

Islands through negotiation,
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We exhort the countries of the Middle East to put forth their best efforts to
find a lasting solution to their dispute. The agreements arrived at by Egypt and7
Israel are proof that the determination to promote peace, even in a region which

has been a witness to bloody and prolonged conflicts, can bear fruit,
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In this respect, Honduras endorses the holding of an international»peace conference
on the Middle East.

My delegation reiterates its view that the question of Korea must be resolved
peacefully through dialogue and negotiations between South Korea and North Korea.

Faithful to the principle of universality for this Organization, we reaffirm
our belief that it is essential for all nations that endorse the principles of the
San Francisco Charter to belong to the United Mations.

My country wishes to emphasize its repudiation of all policies of
discrimination, in particular the policy of aparth»id, which the Government of
South Africa continnes to apply. |

One of the problems that my Government views with mounting concern is thc:nt of
th- illegal production of, trafficking in and consumption of narcotics. Honduras,
as is the case of other neighbouring States in Central America and the £a¢ ¥hbean,
by the mere fact of its geographical situation, equidistant from drug-pdaeing and
drug—consuming countries, feels threatened by the continumg attempts to use its
territory as a bridge for drug trafficking.‘ We wish to place on record our
resolute support for the struggle against the iscourge of drugs and our
datermination to participate in the new international efforts to halt the 111ega1
narcotics traffic, as we have in the past.

In the sphere of international oo=-operation for the soiution of economié,
social, cultural and humanitarian problems, we wish to acknowledge cace again the
work done by the Organization, partieularly through the Un}ited Nations Development
Programme. We fully share the concern expressed in this Assenbly by the President
of Venezuela, Mr. Jaime Lus:lnchi, who said that the need to overcome the problem of

'external indebtemess is fundamental to the attainment of social development.
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The Government of Honduras takes great pleasure in the decision by the United
Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) to establish in Tegucigalpa a regional office that
will make it possible to deal more ef fectively and efficiently with the important
pProgrammes it is implementing in the Central Amer ican isthmus.

We also welcome the presentation at this session of th.e Secretary-General's
report on co-operation between the United Nations and the Organization of American
States. The fact that both organizations pursue the same objectives dictates the
‘need for a common endeavour. Our initiative, adopted last year, calling for closer
and more productive co-operation between the United Nations an@ thz Organization of
Amer ican States was designed to achieve this goal.

One of the organs of the United NMations system whose work in the Central
Amer ican area deserves spec#al emphasis is the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). The Central American crisis, whicheis
characterized by domestic cr ises in some of the countries of the region, has
resulted in the international displacement of hundreds of thousapds of people
seeking security. Honduras shares borders with the three countries in the region
in which civil wars or internal armed conflicts have taken. place and have led to
massive flows of refugees. |

Honduras extends protection in its territory at the present time to
approximately 45 +000 refugees - Nicaraguans, Salvadorians and, to a lesser extent,
Guatemalans « in camps which receive assistance from UNHCR. To that number we must
add about 200,000 citizens from those countries who have entered Honduras since
1979 and are living widely scattered ovef‘ our national territory, in many cases
lacking proper documentation.' For a small country such as Honduras, which is
struggling with great determination and self-sacrifice to emerge from

underdevelopment, the entcy of sc many refugees into its territory i.ﬁiposes a burden
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that exceeds its capabilities. In this respect, it is essential to find a
permanent solution to the problem of the placement of those refugees, whether by
facilitating their repatriation, which necessarily requires a successful effort at
democratization and domestic reconciliation in the countr.ies concerned, or by their
telomt;ion in third countries. I wish to pay a well-deserved tribute to UNHCR for 1
its difficult ana mer itoricus work in connection with the material care of Central
American refugees and in facilitating their voluntary repatriation. l

It is worth emphasizing that in M2y 1989 an 1nterhational conference on
Central American refugees will be held in Guatemala, with the participation of
Mexico and the sﬁpport: of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees, in order to find practical solutions to the t-oblems of the repstriation
Of Central American refugees. We hope that the international community, which has
S0 often expressed its interest in helping resolve Central 2Zmerican problems, will
Play an effective part in this internationaji endeavpur, which is of vital
importance to cur countries,

Last year the Gener al Assembly adopted résolutions 42/1 and‘42/204, calling
urgently for the preparation of a special plan of economic co-operation for Central
Mmerica. The Secretar y-General has already submitted to the Assémbly, in document
A/42/949, the special Plan drawn up with the assistance of the United Mations
Developsent Programme and the Economic Commission for Latin America and the
Caribbean, in cloge co-ordination with the Central aAmerican Governments and Central
Amer ican regional institutions. _This plan had the support of ali the Menbers df‘
the Assembly, which made it possible for the Governing Council of the United |
Nations Develomeﬁt Programé, at a later date, to allocabe'spécial funds for the
promtion, co-ordination, implementation and follow-up of t-h.e' plan and. the

att:ainmen_t of its objectives.
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Hmduras is a small country situatad in the heart of Cenu-al America, between
the Atlantic and the Pacific Oceans, and sharing a common bordet with Bl Salvador,
Guatemala and Nicaragua. Honduras pursues two fundamental objectives in its
foreign policys strengthening the democratic régime chosen by Hondurans as their
way of life and government, and guaranteeing our citizens access to better levels
of well-being‘. A basic prerequisite for the attainment of these objectives is a
peaceful, stable ahd Secure environment in the Central 2merican isthmus, for which
we h;vg_ been struggling vig&rously.

Our foreign policy is pursued in coupliance with the norms and principles of
intemati.onal law, in parucula:, the peaeeful settlement of disputes, fulfilment
in good faith of commitments enteted into, respect for the right of peoples to
self-de&:emination, and the pronotion and protection of human rights. These are
the objectives which my Government has sought to achieve, notwithstanding the
crisis which has afflicted the iegion since the’iatt;er part of the last decade.
That is why we have taken an actiﬁ;e part in the negotiations sponsored by the
Contadora Group and its s.npport Group, and later in comnection with the

/-

. Bsquipaulas I agteenents.
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Esquipulas II is to a great extent a response to the regional crisis, in that
it establishes a Procedure agreed upon by the five Governments of the area aimed at
the return of internal normalcy in the countries that have endured civil war and
the Strengthening of the democratic system of government.

It should be recalled that on 16 October 1987 the General Assembly adopted
resolution 42/1, voicing its most resolute support for the Esquipulas process. In
that resolution the Assembly renewed its support for a negotiated solution to the
crisis, a support it has demonstrated since 1983,

Honduras has fuifilleq the obligations deriving from that process, includinq
the deposit of the basic instrument of the Central american parliament. However,
it is impossible to overlook the fact that the particular situation of those
countries that are experiencing internal armed conflict is a determining factor in
the regional crisis. ‘

Hondur as acknowledges the difficulties that have arisen at the negotiating
table owing to the complexity of the situation. In certain cases, the armed
oppesition has Sought objectives quite contrary to democratic principles. But in
other cases it jig precisely the lack of will on the part of the authorities that
" has provoked a deadlock in the dialogue between the Governments and the oppositicn
forces. ’ s :

That internal lack of wili is aiso reflected in foreign policy. 1Indeed, the

,vGoveynment of Nlcaragua, which together with the other Central American Governments
' signeé' the &quipulas II Agreements, has obsessively engaged in internationai
rctiona ‘that are mitually incompatible.

Hondura has underlined that 1ncompatibility both in this Assembly and in
other bodies in order that: ‘the historical record will show that regional efforts to
bring about peace have been adversely affectad by the attitude of the Nicaragua

Government.
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I refer to the legal proceedings brought by Nicaragua against Honduras in the
International Court of Justice on the very same matter that is bging dealt with in
the r;egicnal political process. That incompatibility between legal recoutse and
the political procedure of Esquipulas II has emptied the latter process of its
substance, thus thwarting the peace initiative of President Arias, endangering the
Plan for special economic co-operation for Central America adopted by the United
Nations and even jeopardizing the co-operation between the European Economic
"Community and Central America - all efforts fully suppor ted by Honduras,

In July 1986 the Sandinist Government brought suit against Honduras and
Costa Rica before the International Court of Justice for reasons it would be
irrelevant to mention here since what is of imper tance is to save Esquipulas II.

Honduras and Costa Rica, on the basis of applicable law, arqued that the
Interrational Court of Justice lacked jurisdiction, both Governments emphasizing
that they could not continue negotiating while the suit initiated by Nicaragua was
.still pending.

On the basis of this criterion, upon signing the "Procedure for the
establ ishment of a firm and lasting peace in Central:;\metica“ - Esquipulas II -
Nicaragua withdrew the action against Costa Rica and promised to withdraw its suit
against Honduras, a commitment it has not yet fulfilled.

On the contrary, the Sandinist Government, violating the principle of good
faith, sought to use its law suit as an element of pressure on Eequipulas II.

In view of this Sandinist stubbornness, and with the purpose of freeing
implementaticn of Esquipulas II from the interference of the judicial procedure,
Hmd.aras requested the International Court of Justice to hold the oral phase on the

question of jurisdiction, which took pilace in June this year.
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The Court's lack of jutisdictio.n‘ in this case was firmly demonstrated be fore
the Court by Honduras.

The Government of Nicaragua has used the judicial proceedings in the
International Court of Justice as a means of diversion, apparently with the purpose
of justifying its lack of compliance with its own commitmunts in regard to national
reconcilation, democratization ang repatriation of the million Nicaraguan
refugees - one third of the Nicaraguan population - which are now scattered around
the world,

The negotiations between the Government of Nicaragua and the Nicaraguan
resistance undertaken_ in Sapoa, Nicaraqua, are unmistakable proof that the case
brought against Honduras belongs to what in the Practice of the Court is known as
"ongoing or fluid situations"” and is therefore not appropriate for judicial
decisien,

Evidence produced in cennection with these cases is intrinsically
inappropriace and unsuitable for consideration by the Court.

During the negotiaéion held by the Sandinist Government and the Nicaraguan
resistance in the town of Sapoa, Nicaragua, both parties reached agreements in
principle on security matters. Those agreements assumed the character of an
international treaty, since the Secretary-General of the Organization of American
States and representatives of the Catholic Church took pa:(t in the negotiations as
qualifiad witnessgs. The signing of the final document of Sapoa on 23 March this
year 'ms attended by Nicaraguan President Daniel Orteca himself.*

It i.s v;orthy of speci ? mentién that in that éapoa agreement the parties to

the conflict solemnly agreed to suspend military operations of an offensive

* Mr. Dlamini (Swaziland), Vice-President, took the Chair,
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character throughout the national territory - I repeat: to suspend military
-operation}s of an offensive character throughout the nation‘al territory.

It is very difficult to reconcile this carefully chosen language with the
accusations levelled by Nicaraqua against Honduras to the'effeét thét Honduras is
hosting and supporting armed groups that supposedly carry out offensive actions
from the frontier 2zohe against the Government of Nicaragia,

The reality is that the Nicaraguan resistance has never been recognized by my
Government and its limited and sporadic presence in the Honduran frontier zones has
been a de facto situation similar to what happened in the past with the
Sahdinistas, who also used ocur territory as a sanctuary in their fight against the
Somoza régime.

I consider it essential to emphasize that in the same Sapoa agreement, the
Sendinista Goverrment and the Nicaraguan resistance defined territorial enclaves
within Nicaragua that add up to 20,000 square kilometres, almost the size of the
Republic of El Salvador, where the zesistance should concentrate without laying
dowh their weapons untilA an agreement on a definitive cease-fire had been reached.
It was also stipulated that the Nicaraguan resistance could receive foreign
humanitat-ian assistance. It is a well-known fact that the Sandinist Government has

deliberately delayed the negotiations on these points.
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In th; light of these facts, the continuation of Nicaragua's suit against
Honduras ig totally absurd. It is the Sandinist Government, not the Gover nment of
Honduras, that recognizes the rebel army in its status as a belligerent
organization with a territorial base, with the capacity to negotiate on an egqual
footing with the Government of its country. It is the Sandinist Government that
negotiates and defines territorial enclaves, acknowledyging the armed presence of
irregular forces inside its own territory. It is the Sandinist Government that has
agreed, as a matter of principle, to the delivery of foreign humanitarian aiq to
its armed oppositicn within the tecritorial enclaves inside Nicaragua.

But the most absurd aspect of this hullabaloo is that the Sandinist
Government, which calls on the Government of Honduras to prevent the use of its
territory by the Nicaraguan resistance, defined at Sapoa three territorial
enclaves, with an area of 8,000 square kilometres and a length of about
230 kilometres adjacent to Honduran territory.

The Sapoa Agreement is the most eloquent testimony to the international

conduct of the Sandinist Government, which, while calling for an international

resistance can make use of Honduran frontier zones. By denying foreign
humanitatian assistance, it inevitably compels the rebei army to infiltrate
Hondur an territory out of the sheer will to survive.

How can Nicaragua dare thus to accuse Honduras, ﬁhen its own nationals are
crdssing into Honduran territory to escape extermination? Was it not the Sandinist
Gover nment itself that agreed at Sapoa to have three enclaves right up against the
. Honduran border where the Nicaraguan resistance was to concentrate? How is it

possible to reconcile, from the point of view of logic and political ethics, the
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contradictory and irresponsible use of incompatible iritetnational‘ procedures? Is
it not clear that this is a political manoeuvre to serve the destructive domestic
and international purposes of the Sandinist Government?

'.l‘hg democratic. and constituﬁ:ional} Government of President José Azcona has
fulfilied all the obligations of Esjuipulas II and has fundamentally met the
obligation to maintain domestic pPeace. It has even established a national
commission for reconciliation, though since 1957 Honduras has fulfilled the

‘consg;tutional mandate to form governments of national conciliation. Lastly, it
has approved, ratified and deposited the constituent instrument of the Central
Amer ican parliament, also provided for in Esquipulas 11I.

Given the disruptive elements that characterize and have caused the crisis in
Centtal America - in particulax the desire for political and military hegemony of a
Super~Power alien to the American continent, and the resistance provoked by such
ambitions - it is essential that this problem have an international and global
solution.

In this forum my Government endorses the proposal we submitted on 12 November
last year in the General Assembly of the Organization of American States, and in
that respect. urges the Secretary-General .of the United Nations to work towards the
establishment of an international Peace force consisting of units from Canada,
Spain and the Federal Republic of Germany, to be statiocned along the frontiers
be tween Honduras, El Salvador and Nicaragua to guarantee that Honduran frontier

territory is not used by the armed insurgents in those countries.
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- Honduras has frontiers with the two Central American countries in which
several wars are now going on, Those internal conflicts are being fed by the two
hegemonistic super-Powers.

How can the Government of Honduras be compelled to disband the armed insurgent
movements of Nicaragua and El Salvador when that would mean bringing Honduras into
confrontation with the policies of those super-Powers? On what grounds is an
attempt being made to impose on Honduras an obligation to resolve the security
problems of neighbouring States?

It is a universally recognized truth that the Central American crisis is a
problem of a complex international character. Consequently, it is for the
international community to bear its responsibilities for the maintenance of
regional peace and security without excluding an international peace-keeping
force. That force, through inspection and enforcement actions where necessary,
would guarantee the non-use of Honduran frontier territory by Salvadoran and
Nicar aguan rebels.

However, it should be recalled that the Esquipulas II procedure was designed
for the purpose of resolving not just the problem of Nicaraguan security, but also
that of putting an end to the subversion, financed by foreign sources, of which
El Salvador is a victim.

It is equally important to prevent the trafficking of weapons to the
Salvadoran insurgents, just as it is important to prevent the use of Honduran
frontier territory as a sanctuary by Nicaraguan and Salvadoran rebels.

For that reason the international peace-keeping force should locate these
combatants far from Honduran borders, in Nicaraguan and Salvadoran territories.

Their relocation in third countries should be carried out from sites in Costa Rica
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and Guatemala, whose Goveraments have declared themselves neutral, a declaration
apparently not challenged by the Governments of Nicaragua and El Salvador.

In parallel, the Secretary-General, through appropriate international
machinery, would make the hecessary arrangements to prevent new flows of refugees
into Honduras and woxld promptly repatriate those adlready in its territory or
relocate them in third States.

The psople and Government of Honduras cannot go on bearing the burden which
has weighed Gown on them for nine years, a Lurden caused by the presence of tens of
thousands of Central Arerican refugees. We have thoroughly met our humanitarian
quota, and it is unreasonable to expect us to make even nore sacrifices detrimental
to our eccnomic and social development and our ecological equilibrium.

In order that this pPlan may be carried out successfully, it is essential that
the process of Centrai American normalization be liberated from any interference
that might have a harmful effect on it - for example, incompatible international
procedures.

in implementing this initiative, it would be appropriate for the
Secretary~General to call on whatever parties were necessary to overcome
interference preventing the finding of a solution to the Central American crisis.
For example, thought should be given to the holding of negotiations between the two
guper-Powers, on the one kand, and the five Central American countries, on the
other - and also the United States of America and Nicaragua, when the parties deem
it appropriate, as we suggested last Rovember in the General Asgembly of the

Organization of American States.
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Such a global approach would guarantee parallel co-operation between all the
parties concerned ang would make it possible to take up the subject of security,
focusing on the restoration of the balance of forces, which has not so far been
dealt with effectively.

The problem of security is of particular importance, in view of the irrational
arms race upon which the Sandinist Government has embarked, having set itself the
goal of recruiting hundreds of thousands of military personnel and having recently
emphasized that the size of the Sandinist army "is not subject to any type of
negotiation®. Thig incomprehensible attitude is in sharp contrast to the agreement
recently reached by the Super-Powers to dismantle intermediate nuclear forces.

The establishment of an international peace-keeping force as proposed by
Honduras, and the adoption of the complementary measures which I have submitted to
the Secretary-General for his considerztion, would reinvigorate the peace-mak ing
impe tus of Esquipulas II, vhich now seems to be in jeopardy. The establishment of
stable, lasting peace in Central 2merica depends on whether the Sandinist
Gevernment meets its obligation to allow the Nicaraguan people to choose its own
destiny, without imposing its wiil in such a way as to prolong the people's
suffering yet further, so that democracy, justice, freedom and peace may be
achieved.

In i:he sSame spirit, my country r¢ ‘terates itg unswerving respect for the norms
of international law, particulacly those relating to the peaceful settlement of
disputes through the Procedures set out in the United Nations Charter and the
charter of the Organization of American States.

In conclusion, the Government and pPeople of Honduras are delighted by the

award of the Nocbel Peace Prize to the United Nations peace-keeping forces, on which
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_we congratulate the Secretary~General. It is a well-deserved recbgnition of a job
well done throughout may years of selfless dedication and sacrifice. |
Mr, TILLETT (Belize): I bring greetings from the people and Govétnment
Of Belize. I take this opportunity to congratulate Mr. Dante Caputo of Argentina
on his election to the high post of President of the General Assenbly. Iam
confident that he brings with him the expertise and energy for which he is well
known and I wish him a most successful presidency, of which he and his great state,
Argentina, may be proud. |
It would, however, be remiss of me to fail to recognize the great contribution
to the process of the presidency made by my colleague and friend, Dame Nita Barrow
of Barbados, and to wish her, too, success in her continuing illustriocus career.
It is my sad duty to inform the Assembly that the Foreign Minister of Belize,
Mr. Dean Barrow, is unable to take his place at this rostrum owing to serious
illness in his family. Only something of such critical importance could keep him
away. He sends his greetings to all his calleagués, with the following message:
"The forty-third session of the United Nations General Assembly has
opened in an atmosphere of almost unbr idled optimism. Since last we met
favourable developments in international relations have occurred with a speed
that has confounded the naysayers. We have been witness to the de-escalation
of several of the consuming conflicts that earlier blighted the global
agenda. And we have even seen the possible beginning of 'the end of the
madness that is nuclear stockpiling.
“We may be forgiven, then, if our speeches at times depart from the usuval
sententious rheteric to strike an occasional high note of celebxation. Por we

are enjoying a victory of scrts, and that victory is nothing less than the
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triumph of multilateralism, the revalidation of the United Nations system, and
the vindication in the contemporary era of the historical vision of our
founding fathers.

“T think it is particularly fitting that the assignment of super intending
this exciting excursion into new avenues of international collaboration,
should fall on the capable shoulders of one of Latin America's giants - a son
of Argentina. I congratulate you, Mr. President, on your election to this
high office, confident that your authority and capacity are nonpareil. My
delegation wishes you well as you embark on a difficult bus rewarding task.
The burden of your duties will surely be eased appreciably by the fact that
another eminent son of ILatin America, in the person of our es teemed
Secretary-General, Javier Perez de Cuellar, will be at your side,

*The Secre tary-General has now seen much of what he has striven for
becoma reality. I congratulate him on his patience, his persistence and his
success.

*Often the sacrifices and hard work of Under-Secretar ies-General go
unremarked in the bureaucratic profusion that is the United Nations. My
delegation secks the Assembly's indulgence to record our appreciation of the
Under-Secretary-General for General Assembly Affairs and his staff. They
efficiently serviced the last General Assembly and its resumed sessions, as
well as the thirgd special session on disarmament.

"That there has been a significant reduction in regional and internationl
tensiens o(ret the past year is undoubted. Greater communication has been
established between the Super-Powers, the global comuunity is_ resting a little
easier, and the dream of universal peace has taken new wing. Mach of the

credit for this breakthrough can be claimed by the Organization. Burdened by
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notions of their national interests and misguided by the concept of
bipolarity, the United States and the Soviet Union would not have reached
their current degree of rapprochement witﬁout the atmospﬁére‘cteated by the
United Nations. 71t is as much to the appeals and pressure of peace-loving
Member States as to their own enlightenment that the super—éowers owe the
Present, unprecedented level of détente,

"My Government congratulates the United States of America and the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics on the positive first step they have taken tc
reduce the balance of terror. By agreeing to the Treaty on the Elimination of
Intetmediate-nange and Shor ter-Range Missilesv- INF Treaty - they have
signalled some small acknowledgement of the cry of the world community, which
rejects being held hostage to the possibility of nuclear annihilation.

"At the same time, the point has been fairly made that, if the
super-Powers had the capacity to destroy the world 50 times over, the
achievement of a Treaty that merely cuts that ability in half, so that they

are now able to destroy the world only 25 times over, is more symbolic than

real.
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"He‘thetefoz;e 'encourage the super-Powers to continue their dialogue,
recognizing their responsibility not to let an illusion of peace replace the
reality of peace. Our world will be a better place if the strongest among us
find ways to co-operate with each other and accept that their bes& 3ecurity
lies not in the quantity of their arms but in the quauty of theiz trust.

Both their peoples ana our pecples would benefit from the reduction of the
stupendous militaty budgets, with some of the savings being designated for the
Poorest and most infirm among us,

"Most countr ies, and particularly those in our region, Latin America and
the Caribbean, have come to realize that the problems of peace and development
are indissolmly linked, since without peace there can be no development and
wi thout development peace will always be precarious.

"My Government congratulates our neighbouring Central Amer ican republics
on the path to peace and development they have undertaken wi th the signing of
the Esqulpulas Ix agteemeﬁt;. We not‘:e., though, that the road has not been a
straight one; There seems to have been & sapping of the political will that
léd to the regional agr eement, Stasis has set in and there may even have been
Some slippage. We therefore utge Central America to reccver the energy that
will allow it to find a lasting and 1ndigenous solution to a complex problem.
‘At t:he same time we call on external interests to refrain from further
jeopardizing the prospects of peaoe by attempung to transform essentially
local difficulties hto dimensions of East-West rivalry. We urge ali Membet
States of the United Nations to abi&e by the Charter principles, most
particularly the principle of non-interfere_nce in the domestic affairs of

States, a scrupulcus regard for these normg of intern&tlonal behaviour will



EH/3f ' A/43/PV.17
132

. (Mr. Tillett, Belize)
ensure the -continuation of the regional process leading to peace, social
betterment, economic development and secur ity.

"For its part the Government of Belize supports the right of all States,
inclcding the Republics of Panm and Nicaragua, to choose their own leaders
and to fashion their own political, social and economic systems free from
threats or pressures. This iz one small way in ﬁhich we think we can
contr ibute to the proceés of regional respect and reconciliation.

“Another contribdéion to peace in chttil America is Belize's
often-stated wiliingness to remove itself fro:p the agenda of conflict in the
region. 1In this effort we réiteraﬁe our appreciation to Member States for
their continued support for Belize's independence', scvereignty and territorial
integrity. Their interest and active narticipation in promoting the rights of
the Belizean people continue to be a source of strength to us,

"It is a measure of the maturity of that cuuntry that the civilian
administration of the ‘Republic of Guatemala has agreed to join with us in a
Search for a solution to the difficulties that have prevented our two States

. from the full enjoyment of normal rel.ations as independent neighbours.

"My Government is Pleased to report that some progress has been made
during the past few months, A permanent Joint Commission corpr ising
reptesentativ.es of Belize and the Republi;: of &:aumla, witt‘lA the additional
participation of representatives of the United Kingdom, hag bean established.
This Commission is 'charged wiﬁh the preparation of a comprehensive draft of a
treaty designed tob rescive definitively the situation between Belize and
Guatemala,

"All sides have embarked on this exsrcise in good faith, in an effort to

arrive at a just and honourable 'sqiuticn‘éccepééble to qn the interested
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parties. Since pecple-participation is a fundamental pillar of Belize's
demcéacy, whatever treaty 15 Produced must be endorsad by the Belizean people
in a general referendunm before it can be considered to have.been accepted.

"Our country maintains warm ang friendly relations with all our
neighbours in Central America, and our people would welcome a formula that
would enable Belize and Guatemala not only to coexist in geographic contiguity
but also to co-operate in human harmony.

f'We continue to confront the challenges inherent -in our reality as a
Caribbean State on the Central American isthmus and we ace encouraged by the
recognition by the United Nations system that Belize ig possessed of a dual
heritage that entities it to maintain both its Caribbean and 1ts Cen&ral
Arerican identity. ‘ N

| "It was therefore with a gence of special status that Belize took part in

the dialogue of Latin Anerica and Caribbean Foreion Ministers initiated by the
Latin American Economic System and held in Caracas in September, We fully ‘
endorse the conclusions from the dialogue and propoee to participate actively
in further efforts to strengthen Latin American and Caribbean unity.

"Our z;gi.on, in common with most of the developing world, continues to
face & serious eoonomic crisis that takes its toll of the quality of life of
our peoples, cteating conditions ripe for the political instability and sociel
tensions that are anathema to the consolidation of democracy.

*The persisting extemal 1nba1ances that charactezize the international
econory at pt:eaent g9ive rise to the 1nevitability of chronic diminishing
returns for primary producing and debtor countries, hwevar valiant their

effortg at greater production and timely debt servicing.
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“We note that although real growth in the seven major industrial
countries averaged 3.1 per cent in the year just past as against 2.8 per cent
in 1986, the pattern of performance in developing countries was different.

The rate of output growth in developing countries as a group was in fact one
percentage point below the 1986 level.

“For many developing countries the debt problem remained a critical
issue. The need to remain current on debt-service payments and thus retain
Some level of creditworthiness was reflected in restrictive fiscal and
monetary policies that served to limit growth rates. Faced with the need to
improve external accounts, indebted countries have had to increase savings
relative to investment or reduce investment relative to savings, in both cases
impacting a&ver_sely on the capacity creation for future growth. 2Approaches to
a solution to the debt problem have continued to focus on the case-~by-case
option, despite widespread recognition of the multilateral and interdependent
nature of the situation. Efforts to relieve the debt burden arising from
loans extended by commercial banks have been compl icated by the increasingly
hard line taken by bank regulators in relation to provision for inadequately
per forming locans,

"To create the conditions for the era of development that ought to
accompany the onset of peace, hard decisions will be required to elimirate the
main sonrces of imbalance between the larger industrialized countries on the
one hand and between debt® developing countries and creditor developed'
countries on the other. Unless the heavfiyliy in’debte,d developing countries can
be assisted to grow out of their prleserit situation, the likelihocod of
voluntary or involuntary suspénsion of debt servicing and consequential social
and political instability will only incéease, mak ing nonsens’e‘_ of the notion of

Peace in our time,
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“While not :I.tself immune to the vicissitudes of the internaticnal
economi situation,\ Belize has recorded modest growth in real terms over the
past year, have n;anéged to restructure our debt burden to service it more
effectively., Plcus of private ang public investment have increased to
facilitate infrastructural development angd growth in the agriculture and
tourism sectors, Under certain preferential acrangements there has been a
favourahle trading environment for our commodity exports, and an emphasis on

diversification into other areas of activity hag compensated somewhat for the

fall in revenue resuiting from the depressed prices on the international sugar

market.
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) "in_keeping with my Government ‘s pelicy of providing the economic and
social infrastructure to facilitate private-sector economic development and
provide jobs for our people, we have emnbarked on a number of large development

, projects. These include rehabilitation and extension of the main runway and
const:uction of a new terminal bu ilding at the international airport;
expansion of power generation and distribution capacity in the electr icity
company, together with feasibility assessments for mini~hydro installations
around the countrys; acquisition of international telephone services from a
foreign éompany; construction of a new public hospital for the countrys
rehabilitation and expansion of the main highway networks; provision of creditg
for pri&ate-sector projects: and a number of smaller projects and initiatives
to improve the quality of life in general.

"Belize continues to rely on the performance of its people in the
management and direction of the economy; but we also work for improvement with
the assistance and support of international development and financial
organizations as well as the assistance of a number of friendly countries.
These include, but are not limited to, the United States, Canada, the United
Kingdom and Mexico.

"We hope to expand the roster of our partners in development by
demonstrating our capacity and our maturity in ordering our development
priorities. At the same time, we consider it necessary to reject the tendency
of some donor countries and international agencies to attempt to dictate the
development process of recipient States. That practice has led to misplaced
priorities in the social and economic programmes of several developing

countr ies, priorities inconsistent with the basic human needs of our peoples.
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My delegation is of the view that doners need to adopt a degree of sensitivity
to this situation. That would allow recipient countries to set their own
agenda based Oon the reality of their individual experiences.

"To allay the concerns of those who fear the specire of misappropriation
of aid money, mechanisms for proper co-ordination and accountability surely
can be devised. A comprehensive needs assessment of the targeted sectors
within the recipient countries cught to be made in consultation with the
beneficiary country. To involve local authorities in the Planning stage
ensures that account is taken of the peculiarities of indigenous bureaucratic
and co-ordinating mach inery, and so guarantees implementation of projects for
the benefit of the greatest number.

"It is in that context that Belize welcomes the initiative of the Office
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and the United Nations
Development Programme 's plan for economic co-operation for Central America.
Belize was originally excluded on the ground that it was not part of Historic
Central America. But as the Haitian proverb puts it, 'The pencil of God has
RO eraser'. And we are happy about Belize's belated inclusion in the plan,
thereby reconciling the notion of Historic Central America with the simple
fact of geography.

"Belize has considered and submitted some project profiles aimed at
assisting us to redress the economic and social problems occurring as a
consequence of the influx of refugees from situations of confl ict in the
region, 'rhese projects respond to real needs and are intended to assist in

the machinery of relocation as well as .to benefit the individual refugees and

the communities in which they have been integrated.
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"We stand ready to work with the agencies concerned to make sure that the
Projects are carned out to the optimum benefit of the target group. At the
Same time, we Jom :m the appeal to potential donors t:hat have not yet done so

to commit the necessaty reserves to make this humanltanan mitl.atlve an early
reality. : ; C B |

"My Government joms in the commendation already expressed to che Soviet
Union on its decision - to withdraw its troops from Afghanistan. we utge the
Soviet Union to let npt:hing deter it from this decision, nor to delay'its
fulfilment. |

"The people of I‘;fghanistan have suffered long enough and their |
development has been qigmflcantly retarded by the presence of foreign troops
on their soil. Our hepe is that the absence of those troops will create the
climate for the return to a genuinely independent and non-aligned Afghanistan
under a leadership responsive to the will of the people of that troubled
land. We/ welcome the appointment ‘of a co-ordinatox for United Nations
humam.tax"ian and economic assistance relating to Afghanistan, and support the
people of that country as they enmbark on.\ the processlof reconstruction. I
should also like to express my appteciatian, and that of my Government, to the
Government and people of Pakistan for the constructive role they have assumed
during this crisis. Pak istan has served as host to more than 2 million
re fugees from Afghanistan, at great cost to its own pPeople ané resources. It
is our hope that they too can now begin the rebuilding process in their own
country. |

"In the present glebal atmosphere of reconciliation and good will, there
still remain areas where Peace has been elusive., One such‘rarea is Kampuchea.

The occupation of Kampuchea by Vietnamese troops is a violation of. the United
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Nations Charter and the principles of the Non-Aligned Movement. Aas well, it
adds to the economic and gersonnel burden of Viet Nam itself. This era of
conciliation of fers Viet Nam a unigue opportunity to reflect on its own
struggle fgn: independence, which won the support and admiration of the
majority of the world's pPeople. To re-establish that spirit of solidarity
among the community of nations, Viet Nam is encouraged to subscribe to a
political settlement based on the withdrawal of Vietnasese forces and
intexnationauy supervised free elections.

"We are encouraged by the decisior of thé protagonists in the Gulf war to
&gree on a cease-fire under the auspices of the Security Council. The time
has passed for determining which side has won or which should win this
Senseless confrontation. The havoc and destruction visited on both gides, as
well as on innocent non-combatants, have been monumental. Security Council
zesblutien 598 (1987) affords the most viable framework for achieving a just
and lasting gettlement. We are confident of the ability of the
Secretaty-ceneral to act ags a reliable interlocutor, and we appeal to those
who hmlé carved for themselves a special role in this affair to do all that is
possible te ansure success in the negotiaticns and a return to normalecy and
developmernt in both Iran and Iraqg.

“The situation in the Middle East continues to be volatile, My
Goverr.tent was encouraged earlier this year when it appeared that an agreement
might be reached on &n international peace conference on the Middls East, We
would support the early convening of such a conference. Our policy remains
eomuted to the right of Israsl o exist within secure bordersg - but not at
the expense of a Palestinian homeland. For these difficult issues to be
| ‘ satbmﬂ. wd for peace to return to the Middle Bast, dialogue between Ierael

ad the Atab States ie esaential.
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"While athletes from the four corners of the globe convened in Seoul to
compete in friendly rivalry for the gold, silver and bronze in the games of
the XXIVth QJ:ympiad, Scuth Korea's leadership made a great leap forward toward
fulfilling éhe dream of a unified Korea. We welcome and are encouraged by the
declaration of President Roch T‘ae Woo that his Government is willing to end the
situation of confrontation between the two Koreas and to establish relations
with North Korea based on a spirit of co-operation. This fundamental change
of attitude wiil g0 a long way towards defusing tensions north and south of
the thirty-eighth parallel and towards te-establishing hope for reunification
of the two Koreas.

"We are heartened by the progress made in the negotiations regarding the
13-year~long conflict in Angola. It is our hoée that as the South African and
Cuban troops make their way home, the issue of linkage will finally be laid to
rest and the way opened for Namibia to proceed at last to its independence.

"The intransigence of minority white South Africa in refusing to share
povwer with majority black South Africa makes a bloodbath in that country
inevitable. we regret that certain members of the international community are
unwilling or unable to join in mandatory sanctions against that terrorist
State. And in the name of our suffering brothers and sisters we appeal for an

end to this mollycoddling of the Pretoria régime.
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“A few months 4go we celebrated Nelson Mandela‘s 70th birthday. This
occasion also marked his 26th year in Mr. Botha's gaol, To the world, Mandela
is a statesman as well as a freedom fighter. But in South Africa he has
remained imprisoned 1like 4 common criminai. The continued incarceration of
Nelson Mandela, as well ag the proscription of the African National Cengress
of South Africa (ANC) , is testimony to the barbarous lack of foresight on the
part of the apartheid régime. It might not be too late tc Isonstrate some
Semblance of good sense by a decision now to release, unconditionally, Nelson
Mandela and the other pPolitical prisoners. Such a gesture wouyld facilitate
dialogue between the Botha régime and the leaders of the black community, and
would perhaps spare the continent of Africa the South African version of
Armageddon that will otherwise surely follow.

"Merbers will recall that at previous sessions of the General Assembly my
delegation dealt with the matter of the production, trafficking and
consumption of dangerous drugs. The significant aggravation of the drug
prcblem and its harmful effects on our societies urge immediate and concerted
efforts to deal with it. Por our part, Belize has adopted a
mlti-disciplinary courSe-ot‘ action o prevent and reduce the illiecit demand
for narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances: to control their vze and
Supply, to suppress i1iicit trafficking and to provide treatment and
rehabilitation for drug abusers and their victims. This is the approach that
wWas agreed upon by the United Nations Conference held in Vienna last year,

"It has long been recognized that the drug problem spans boxdets:
economic circumstances ang ideologies, threatening to create its own orthodoxy
and its own peculiar moral and social imperatives. The war agaiast drugs
requires the co-operation of all nations, and we cannot loaé sight of the fact

that the basic motivation for drug production and trafficking stems from the
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readily available market and the phenomenal rewards offered by that market.
Recognition of this by the largest consumer country has therefore been a
welcome development.

“Small Governments Rust continuously defend their political and economic
independence and their territorial integrity. Of late, assaults on our
sovereignty have included attempts to introduce industrial waste into our
region. As industrial and toxic waste accumulates in the developed countries,
our small States are offered the argument that somehow we can benefit from the
dumping of industrial waste on our 1and and in our sea. This is a remarkable
plece of insolence from those who are determined to protect their ow
environmental balance while offering blandishments to destroy ours. My
Government emphatically rejects those overtures, and we call on the industries
concerned to make their own arrangement. in their own countries to dispose of
the effluent of their prosperity.

"No amount of econcmic benefit can compensate for the environmental
devastation and human harm that will follow indiscriminate dumping of
industrial vaste, The quality of life we enjoy cannot be bartered for the
quantity of promises we are coffered.

"We in Belize have more than once undergone the trials asscciated with
killer hurricanes. we are therefore especially able to empathize with our
sister country of Jamaica, with the Caynman Islands and with the State of
Yucatan in Mexico. Hb Join in the appeal for international assistance to help
these areas recover from their savaging by hurricane Gilbert.

"If I began this presentation in an upgbest manner, it is just as well to
end on a note of caution., For while there have been :eal Successes in the past

year, the intetnational agenda neveztheless remaine crowded with conflicts.
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"It would be a mistake, then, merely to give ourselves over to
self-congratulation, What is needeq@ rather is to press on with a new
determination inspired by our recent progress. Such a detezmination should
above all seek to preserve the gains made by the process of multilateralism
and to extend them from the political arena to the sphere of economic
relations,

"In urging on all Member States this renewed commitment to
multilateralism, I am reminded of the tale of Oedipus. _Membeté will recall
how in ignorance he killed his father and married his mother, Queen Jocasta,
and 8o became ruler ot Thebes. In the neantime, the fates visited a plague on

| his subjects and tortured them with great pestilences. wWhen Oedipus rea;ized
that he himself was the cause of the suffefing, he put‘out his own eyes and .
wandered biind away}szN Thebes, .

'The.Czed; emigre" wri.tet Milan Rundera uses this story to make the point
that we cannot escape the consequences of our actions, even though those
actions might have been unwitting. |

» Now,-one-oﬁ the recutring themes of 1nternationa1 relations is that
there is nothing more 1njurious to an effective world order than that the law
of the jungle should prevail, that the strong should take advantage of the
weak, that unilateral egocentricity should defeat collective responsibiiiti,

"If we were to reject the case for multilateralism, thereﬁote. we would
be deliberately 1gnozing the lessons of history and could not even lay claim
to the dubious excuse that we proceeded in ignorance. and who vould gainsay

- that the consequences of our acticn could entail the demise of civilization,

the extinction of our humanity?



ST e R

JB/30 A/43/PV.17
144

{Mc. Tillett, Belize)

“It is a chilling prospect, but one that we may avoid by our continuing
allegiance to the concept of multilateralism that is, after all, the véty
raison d'&tre of our United Nations system.”

Mr. AZIZ (Iraq) (interpretation from Arabic): It gives me pleasure to
congratulate Mr. Dante Caputo on his electioﬁ as President of this session of the
ééhoral Assembly. Our Pleasure is all the greater in view of the good ielations
betﬁéen Our two countries. We are fu]:':l.y confident that he will meet with success
in conducting the proceedings of the éeneral Asgsembly at this gsession, which faces
many vital issues of concern to the international community.

I sﬂ'ou].d also like to take this opportunity to express my deep appreciation of
the efforts of his pPredecessor, Mr. Peter florin of the German Democratie Republic,
who so efficiently &:mducted ‘ttha proceedings of the ptevio:us session Q:lth all of

its important achievements.

éince 1989, our dglegation has kept the General Assembly informed of
dévelopmel;ts with tegét‘d to the expansicnist war of aggression that the Iranian
.‘ régime imposed on Iraq, Eirety time we spoke from thié rostrum, we stressed our
desire for peace, our readiness for. peace and our resolute detet;aination to achieve
peace as strdngly a8 we stressed cur determination to continue the legitimate
defence of our country's 8overeignty, security, dignity and right to live a free
and dignified life, "

- Pinally, after eight years ‘of imposed war, with all that that has entailed in

terns of costly sacrifice in human life and in ruin and destruction, we fing

ourselves today at the beginning of the road to peace,

The international conmunity iz no doubt interested in the negotiations that
started on 25 August 1988 with a view to achieving peace; it is closely following

: i:hei:,ptognss ang their Prospects. To do so with any degree of accuracy, however,

it is necessary to review the background of recent events.
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Security Council resolution 598 (1987) was adopted on 20 July 1987. 1Iraq
officially welcomed the resolution just two days after its adoption. We 3tressed
our willingness to implement it in good faith, based upon our firm position of

Principle and desire for peace,



AR/mtm I A/43/PV.17
146

(Mr. Aziz, Iraq)

. The Iranian régime, on the other hand, dxd not: accept the resolution. It
followed a policy of .manoceuver ing, dilatory tactics and procrastination. It
devised such means of expreSsing its position on i-i'ae‘ resolu'tion as had been
unprecedented in the history of dealing with Secuzity Council resolutions. ‘rhe ‘
in fention was to cover up its actuel ze;ection of the resolution, to justify its
insistence on continuing the war against Iraq and on maintaining its policies of
aggression-against the comtr‘:ie’s of the region, . In spite of the adoption of a
tesolution'whidfa“ expressed the wil.l of the internetional comnunity to establish

peace, the Iranian tegime cantinued to launch cne mil.itery attack after another

. . against Iraq. It occupied more Iragi tetritory as well as an Iraqi city. Official

Statements by Iranian leaders confirmed the ‘'designs to enshrine the occupation and
the insistence on the continuation of war and aggression. - 'I’he 1eadet,s\of the .- .- _
Iranian régime continued to use the term "liberation® to desczibe the occumtion
operations they had condticted, thus oconfirming tneit'ambitious designs on Itaq..
The Iranian régime continued its acts cf aggression against the countries of the.: '
region by carrying out military attacks on Kuwait, by threatening Saudi Arebie‘ and
other countries of the region, and by continuing to threaten freedom of.na\iigei:idn e
‘a{nd attack neutral shipping.
‘ 'l'nen came the turning-point. Our armed forces succeeded in liberating vth'e.F"ao
" Peninsula from Iranian occupation in April of this year. This was followed shortly '
afte:watds by the 1iberetion of East Basrah, Shalamja, the. Majnoon Islands, and the :
"Zubeidat area. ‘hese valiant defensive milicary operations broke the back of .
Iranian agg:ession, and the Iranjan régime’'s scheme against: Irag and the Arab Gulf
States was t‘z'ustrated The illusions harboured by Lhe Iranian. régime to impose
"hegemony over the region vanished- and its 1eaders reapea with ‘their own hands the

bitter hatvest of their policies of aggression which were so opposed to the logi.c '

.
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of history, to the values of the times and to the principles and rales governing
international relations. It was in these cil:'wmstances of crushing military defeat
that the leaders of Iran announced their acceptance of Security Coumcil resoclution
598 (1987) on 18 July 1988,

In spite of this fact, we dealt with the situation on the basis of our
position of principle inspired by a desire for peace, and our actions were prompted
by realistic considerations as well as by considerations of pr inciple. With a view
to taking the best course of action to achieve peace, I proposed in my letter of
20 July 1988 to the Secretary-General that direct official talks should be held
betwéen authorized representatives_ of the two sides under the auspices of the
Secretary-General in order to discuss and implement Secur ity Council resolution
598 (1987).

This ptcgzosal‘_i-wavs inspired by good faith and the pragmatic desire to ascertain
directly the'It'anian understanding of Security Council resolution 598 (1987) since
the Iranian régime put forward contradictory interpretations of the resolution
vhich were alien to the letter and spirit of it as well as to the concepts of
international law and the rules governing relations between States in modern times.

It was Iraq's legitimate right to ascertain directly the true position of .
Izan. Any imﬁartial observer who has followed the positions taken by the Iranian' '
régime over the 10 yYears of its existence will have realized that the aims and
slogans of the rulers of Iran have their basis in expénsionism, aggression and
anbitious designs, and will confirm that they do not believe in international law

and the rules“geverning relations between States in our time. That is why the

Iranian régime has rejected all resolut:i_.ons and initiatives with regard to peace,
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from the very first resolution adopted by the Sééutity Council on 28 July 1980 and
for a whole year after thg adoption of Security Council resolution 598 (1987). It
has even rejected the principle of the peaceful settlement of the conflict 2nd of
the jurisdiction of the United Nations .and';o‘ther international organizations in‘ the
matter. It was necessary, therefore,‘_v to ascertain the true intentions of the
Ifanian leaders in accepting Security Council resolution 598 (1987) 3 for in
vacceptin.g the resolution, Iranian leaders may not have ir mind belief in achieving
& comprehensive and durable peace based on mutual respect for sovereignty,
non-intervention in internal affairs ang observance of the rules of j.nt:ernat:l.onal
law in relations with Iraq and with the countries of the region. Serious
suspicions with regard to the Iranian position are aroused by statements made by
Iranian leaders to explain their decision to accept Secur ity Council resolution
598 (1987).

‘The speeches and statements of the Iranian leaders have been full of
references to compelfling. circumstances and to a predicament 'the nature and causes
of which they cannot disclose. They have talked with sorrow and disappointment
about being forced to accept Security Council resolution 598 (1987). On the other
hand, the Iraqi people and other peoples of the region have expressed their joy at
,-_the cease-fixe because of their belief in peace as a way of life. All these facts,

'taken together, led Irag to call for direct negotiations with a view to discussing
:;face to face the steps towards peace and the concapt of peace. This position is
not intended as a condition, since diteet negotiations do not constitute a
unilateral advantage for Iraq at the expense of Itan.

In any case, in response to the desire of the international community for a

speedy end to hostilities, President Saddam Hussein of Irag announced on

6 August 1988 that Irag was prepared to accept a cease-fire if Iran officially




AP/mtm A/43/PV.17
149

Mr, Aziz, Irag)

aﬁnqmced, with unambiguous clarity, its agreement to enter into direct
~ negotiations immediately after the cease~fire so that we might discuss, reach
 agreement on, and implement Security Council resolution 598 (1987).

Following this histor ic announcement, which expresses the true char-actez of
Iraq's position and its sincere wish for peace, intensive contacts were made wi th
the Seccetary-General. On 8 August 1988, agreement was reached on the announcing
of a date for the cease-fire. Agreement was also reached on the date, the bases
and the objectives of the direct negotiations to be held between the two parties
under the auspices of the Secretary-General. On that date, the Secretary-General
addressed to the permanent representatives of the two countries a letter which I
shall quote in full because of its importance for the events which ensued'

"Excellency, _
"In pursuance of the offiéial 'c'dﬁ'ééct I had with Iraq and the Islamic

Republic of Iran, I should like to inform you that both Governments have

agreed that direct talks between their Foreign Ministers shall be held under

my auspices, immediately after the establ ishment of the cease-fire, in order
to reach a common under standing of the other provisions of Security Council
resolution 598 (1987) and the procedures and timings for their
implementation," |

This outline of the Sequence of events will make it clear that the two parties
reached agreement, through the Secretary-General of the United Nations, on setting
a date for the cease-fire before there was full agreement on all provisions
pertaining thereto. The cease—fzre did actually take effect on 20 August in the
form of the cessation of the shooting, and United Nations observers took up their

positions before the detailed provisions and legal obligations relating to the
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ceagse-fire had been determined through the agreement of the two parties with the
United Naticns. It was only natural that the question should be taken up in the
Geneva negotiations with a view to consolidating the cease-fire through a clear,
definibn under standing between the two parties under the auspices of the United
Nations and then afterwards they would turn to discussing the other provisions of
Security Council resclution 598 (1987).

Against this factual background, we began the direct negotiations in Geneva.
In thoée negotiations Iraq demanded that the provisions and obligations of the
cease-fire measures should be made clear and unambiguoué 50 as to prevent different
interpretations of them in the course of their future implementation and to ensure
that the cease-fire would be a permanent stata and constitute a sure step towards
comprehensive and lasting peace.

iraqg also demanded that these provisions and obligations, when implemented on
land, in the air and at sea, should ensure equal benefits for the two parties since
that would provide a guarantee for the enforcement of the cease-fire.

On this just and sincere basis, Iraq called for the inclusion of a clear
provision on the principle of unobstructed freedom of navigation in international

waters in the Arab Gulf and in the Straits of Hormuz for all shipping.




NR/4£ A/43/PV.17
151

Mr. Aziz, Iraq)

This position of ours is based on the text of the Security Council resolution,
which demands that a cease-fire be observed and that all military action on land,
at se; and in the air be discontinued as a first Step towards a negotiated
settlement. We also base our position on the rule of balance of benefits. It is
inconceivable that the provisions and obligations relating to the two sides should
be detailed on land and in the air in such a manner as to ensure a balance of
benefits for both parties, while at sea they should be impaired by a defect which
tends to realize an advantage for Iran at the expense of Irag because of Iran's
geographic situation in the Arab Gulf and the Hormuz Straits.

Iraq alsc proposed that the United Nations be entrusted with clearing the
Shatt-al-Arab and ensuring safe navigation therein, without prejudice to the legal
status of the river.

The Shatt-al-Akrab is Iraq's only outlet to the high seazs. On account of the
quantity of obstructions to navigaticn which have accumulated therein over the war
years, the clearing operations will take a long time and will require the services
of international experts and the availability of international funds. Since
negotiations aimed at the achievement of a comprehensive and lasting peace and the
solution of all outstanding issues between the two parties may take a not
inconsiderable time, it stands to reason that advantage should be taken of that
time to render the Shatt-al-Ar ab navi'gable.

These are the only two demands that Irag made in the negotiations which took
Place in Geneva between 25 August and 13 September 1988.

The Iranian conduct in the Geneva negotiations, however, has been
character ized by evasiveness and has not conformed to what is right and just.

With regard to freedom of navigation in international waters in the Arab Gulf
and the Hormuz Straits, the Iranian delegation alleged a right to control free

" navigation there through its claim to a right of search on the basis of
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interpretations which do not conform in any way to the collective security system
as embodied in the Charter of the United Nations, and which disagree with both the
letter and the spirit of resolution 598 (1987) and its objective of a comprehens ive
and lasting peace. It is clear that the interpretation maintained by the Iranian
side is conceived in terms of a truce rather than in terms of the cease-fire being
only a first step towards settlement, as provided by paragraph 1 of the

resolution. This has increased our suspicions with regard to the intenticns of the
Iranian régime and its true aims in accepting resolution 598 (1987).

This suspicious position on the part of the Iranian delegation was followed by
its insistence on provisions which impose a de facto arms embargo on Iraq at sea.
Then Iran started to spread 1ies to the effect that Iraq was asking for free
navigation in Iranian territorial waters, whereas the Iragqi demand was quite clear
in calling for free navigation in international waters and through the Hormuz
Straits. Furthermore, the Iranian delegation rejected the proposal that the United
Nations undertake clearing operations in the Shatt-al-Arab at this stage and began
to impose conditions inspired by a desire to blackmail and manoeuvre.

Iraq’s demand that provision for free navigaticn and clearing operations in
the Shatt-al-Arab be included in the cease-fire arrangements is nothing new. 1Iraq
has taken this position and confirmed it repeatedly since our acceptance of
resolution 598 (1987). We included that demand@ in our letter of acceptance of the
resolution on 22 July 1987, and we confirmed the demand in the letter sent by
President Saddam Hussein of Irag on 6 August 1988, which paved the way for
agreement on a cease-fire. We also confirmed it in two lettars I ad._essed to the
Secretary-General, one on 20 July 1988, following Iran's acceptance of the
resolution, and the other on 11 August 1988, after the date for the cease-fire had

been set, pr for to the Geneva negotiations.
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Iran's allegation that Iraq has imposed pre-conditions in the Geneva
negotiations is a pure lie and deception. What we have demanded is documented in
official letters, which have been circulated as part of the records of the Security
Council. What we have demanded is Just, legitimate and i;, cdn'formity with the
letter and the spirit of resolution 598 (1987) and its objective, namely, a
comprehensive, lasting and just peace.

The international community and this Organization are called upon to make a
true and fair evaluation of the respective positions taken in respect of the Geneva
negotiations. who is presenting legitimate and logical demands and propositions
which are in conformity with the objective of peace, and who is engaging in
evasi.veness and in attempts to manipulate texts, and wants the situation to remain
undecided?

Iraq's wish to reach a peaceful, comprehensive, just and durable settlement of
the conflict with Iran is nothing new. This was our position vhen the war was
imposed on us on 4 September 1980 and during the events which preceded and followed
that date. Iraq continued to hold firmly to this position throughout the eight
Years of the confliect, Iraq dealt with the international Organization ser icusly
and sincerely and accepted its resolutions in all circumstances, regardless of the
developments of the military situation, beginning with resolution 479 (1980), of
28 July 1980, through the latest resolution of the Security Council, namely,
resolution 598 (1987) which Iraq accepteq immediately after it was adopted,

We confirm cur desire and Getermination to implement resolution 598 (1987) in
good faith, to move forward on the road to a comprehensive and lasting peace and to
abide by the principles which govern peaceful and good-neighbourly relations

between the countr jes of the worid, pParticularly contiguous countries » in our time.
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While intent on the Peace process and the achievement of the objectives sought
by the international community in adopting resolution 598 (1987), we must take into
account a number of substantive questions if the peace is to be durable,
comprehensive and just and if the region as a whole is to return to a state of
peace and stability and continue to Play its positive role in the international
community.

The primary point, which we must always keep in mind, is that the Iranian
régime did not accept resolution 598 (1987) willingly and voluntarily as a result
of a deep, firm under standing of the necessity for a state of peace with Iraq and
the countries of the region. It accepted the resolution only because of a crushing
military defeat and in the context of a struggle for power inside Iran. while it
is necessary to emphasize the opportunity provided by the cease-fire, all steps
towards the implementation of resolution 598 (1987) should be well studied and well
balanced so as to form the basis for the attainment of the objective of
compr ehensive and lasting peace. Any action that might undermine any of these
elements would only encourage those who have made war their paramount cause and
taken it upon themselves as their sole task to avoid abiding by the requirements of
peace.

On the basis of this conception of the true meaning of peace, resolution
598 (1987) should not be regarded as merely a string of timings and procedures.
Timings and procedures are necessary for the implementation of the resolution:
there is no disagreement on that point. But what is more important is to reach
common agreement on the meaning of the resolution, which may facilitate the
achievement of lasting peace between the two sides, rather than to make of the
resolution and the way it is to be implemented a political, as opposed to a

wilitary, battleground. 1In the light of these facts, the best way to achieve



NR/3JE A/43/PV.17
155

(Mr. Aziz, Iraq)

understanding is to allow the two sides the opportunity to engage in direct
negotiations, however prolonged such negotiations might be.

The role of the Security Council and the Secretariat is necessary and vital,
and should be a part of the peace process from beginning to end. That role,
howsver, must never be played at the expense of understanding between the two
parties, because it is the two parties which will assume the responsibility of
regulating their relations now and in the future.

Any pressures, whether created by political means or through the in.formaticn
media, that might disturb the atmosphere in which the negotiations are being
conducted would not serve the cause of peace and could only be an expression of

ei ther misguided efforts or premeditated designs.
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We must refer here to the campaign launched against Irag and timed to coincide
with the beginning of the negotiations at Geneva. 2zionist circles, which have
allied themselves with the Iranian régime throughcut the war years and have used
all means to ensure continuation of the war, which is considered a gain for
Israel - those are the circles that are at the root of the false allegations spread
against Irag. We hope that those Peace-loving States that have nothing to do with ‘
the motives and aims of those designs will not allow themselves to be lured into
the snares of those who have planned that malicious campaign. The aim of such
campaigns is to encourage the Iranian régime to refrain from fully abiding by the
requirements of peace and peaceful coexistence with Iraq and the countries of the
region, as well as to encourage it to reject what is right and rational.

Those who have planned the campaigns have imagined that they could impose on
Iraq an atmosphere of pressure and isolation that would force it to abandon its
firm stand on its just and legitimate demands and to accept feeble solutions under
pressure. They are only deluding themselves. Irag is an independent State and
enjoys complete independence in all fields, political, economic, social or
military. 1Iraq cannot accept pressure from any quarter, especially now that its
people have defended its cultural heritage, its humanitarian aspirations and its
gains in a war that was imposed upon it, a war that has lasted for eight years,
doing so through reliance on its own resources and its belief in the justice of its
cause - peace.

‘Among the most impor tant foundations for the building of a just and
comprehensive peace are the basing of relations betwean the cauntrieé of the region
on equality and mutual respect and abandonment of ambitious designs and
illegitimate privileges acquired through the use or threat of force, as well as

'abandbhment d: positions, tendencies and policies predicated on expansionism, on
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the imposition of hegemony, con aggression égainst others and interference in their
‘atfairs. Without those foundations there can be no reasl peace. Peace will remain
3 transient, nominal state in which matters stay quiet for a while only to explcede
into conflicts again.

We must state frankly that in the Fast a number of coﬁntries have tried to
influence the course of the negotiations, not out of concern for peace, but because
- of their commercial and strategic interests and aims. They have sent direct and
indirect signals to the Iranian régime while taking certain stands with regard to
the negotiations with a view to gaining commercial or strategic benefits in Iran.
We kncw the se‘crets of that game and we know who is playing it. We warn them that
their game will not serve the cause of peace. We hope that States members of the
Security Council and other States interested in peace and' 3tability in the region
will make sure that those playing that game will not be allowed to achieve their
selfish aims,

The eyes of the wotld are tutned towards the intermational community and the .
intetnational Otganization to see what they will do with regard to the Palestinian
question. The just cause it involves has long awaited a solution that will secure
the legitimate righte of the strugqgling Palestinian people, The world is today
witnessing a horribie escalation of Zionist aggression against that people in which
they are deprived of their rights, their land is occupied and brutal repression is
exercised against them.

The Palestinian “intifada” has cr;:wned the 40-year struggle of the Palestinian
bpeople to attain their inalienable right to self~determination. That uprising
gonstimtes a living, heroic example of the Qttuggle of peoplsalfo,r Eteedouv and
independence. It presents the United Nations with a w ique opportunity to take the

initiative and prove that it really upholds the principles upon which it was
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founded and is now ready to assume its responsibilities with a view to putting
those principles into force, 'rhe United Nations is called upon, at this decisive'
stage in the history of the Palestinian question, to support the Palestine
Liberation Oxganization, the legitimate rep:esentative of the Palestinian people,
as well as the decisions of the Arab summit :meetings on the Palestinian question,
expecially those adopted at the Fez and Algiets sumit meetings, which were based
on international decisions.

We urg’e = nay, we demand - that the United Nations deal responsibly and
seriocusly with the ptoﬁal of the Pelestine Liberation Organization, included
amno; the decisions of the Arab sumit meeting at Fez, that the United Nations
assume the administzation of the occupied Palestinian territories for a specified
pericd after the complete withdrawal of Israel therefrom and pending the A
achievement of self-determination by the falestinian people in their own homeland.
I should like to emphasize here that Irag, with all its resources, is determined to
stand beside the Palestine Liberation Organization and the brother Palestinian
people to enable them to achieve their legitimate national aim of establishing
their own independent State with Jerusalem as its capital.

The developments in the situation in Lebanon are causing us great concern.
That little Arab. country has suffetedv greatly from Israeli occupation and foreign
intervention iIn its internal affairs. Occupation and intervention have so far
prevented the achievement of the wish of the majority of the Lebanese peopla to
reach agreement on the desired national consensus. The latest result of that
aituation is the illegitimate ang unacceptable outside interference in the
Presidential elections that has led to the suspenaion of ‘the election of the
President, thus creating an enomalous situation. The Arab countries, in the first

Place, and the international community, in the second, are called upon to take
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‘concrete and urgent steps to -enable the Lebanese people to elect a President
without out;side Linterference. Such steps are essential to prevent further
deterioration in the sii:uaticn. to -w§ ‘towards national consensus and to restore
sgwtity and peace to ﬁhat sigter country, |

The peoples of the world are contenplating with optimism the atnosphere of
détente which has started to prevail in relations ‘between the two great Powets
since the summit meetings held between the leaders of the Soviet Union and the
United States of America and the agreements reachéd on limiting the arms race.
Irag has welcomed those encouraging developments. It has also welcomed the
indications of improved prospects for the settlement of a nunber of regional
conflicts that have been going on for years, including the situation in Namibia and
'Angela, the question of Kampuchea and the situstion in Afghanistan. Iraq highly
appreciates the role of the United Nations and its sectetaty-General in resolving
those conflicts.

Iraq, which has been a victim of aggression, sincerely believes in peace., It
believes it isg a necessity that the principles‘of peaceful coexistence,
good-neighbourly relations and the negotiated settlement of disputes prevail in our
affairs. It believes in Strengthening the Uhited Nations system and the
Sovereignty of the principles of the Charter and international law.

The PRESIDENT: We have heard the last speaker for this afternoon. I
shall now call on those representatives who wish to speak in exercise of the right
° of reply.

[ May I remind members that, in accordance with General Asgenbly
decision 34/401, statements in exercise of the right of reply are limited to 10
minutes for the fir st intervention and to five minutes for the s>cond and should be

- made by representatives from their seats.
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Mr. AL-QAYSI (Iraq): X had sa2id that ny delegation wouvld reply to the
statement made yesterday by the Poreign Minister of the Islamic Republic of Iran,
and I shall not take much of the General Assembly's time, owing to the lateness of
~ the hour. However, we felt we should not let this moment pass without getting the
record straight,

Members will have noted that in his statement the Moreign Minister of Iran
accusgsed Iraq otbeftorts throughout the course of the Geneva talks to distort the
spirit of Security Council resolution 598 (1987) and the Secretary-Ceneral ‘s
implementation plans to change the limits and scope of relevant rules of
inée:national law; to secure internatiocnal approval for its "expansionist designs®;
and to use the cease-fire to weaken its very foundations.

It was very interesting for those of us who have followed the Iran-Irag war
for the past eight years to hear such a ;utenmt made by the Foreign Minister of
Iraﬁ. There have been 10 years of Iranian abuse and vilification of the United
Nations; eight years of war imposed by Iran on Iraq despite seven Security Council
resolutions; and one year gince a mandatory resolution of the Security Council
characterizing the situation as a breach of the peace. And despite all that, we
now hear references to rules of international léw. the security Council resolution
and the implementation plan of the Secratary-General, and we hear a strong advocacy
of their application.

All right: Let us be patient; we have to be patient when it comes to peace.
But let us see how the Iranian Government abides by all this in the peace process.
The Poreign Minister of Iran says that,what is in effect needed for the success of
the Geneva talks is the immediate implementation of the remaining paragraphs of the
resolution, a resolution which is binding under Articles 39 and 40 of the United

Nations Charter. In the same vein he said that the text of the resolution and the

Secretary-General's implenent:ation plan should constitute the basis of l:he talks,
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and that the Council members' understanding of the spirit of the resolution could
also contribute to its implementation. Let us agree on this.
Bt when the Foreign Minister of Iran comes to the General Assembly and claims

that Iraq is raising in the talks irrelevant issues, secondary matters and

~' . provisions outside the agenda of the talks, we have to ask him on wnat basis he is

making these allagations.

The "irrelevant iasues;', the “"secondary mttérs", the matters "outside the
agenda of the negotiations” are two, according to the Iranian Government: the
issue of freedom of navigation, and the issue of the clearance of Shatt al-Arab.

If what the Foreign Minister of Iran claims is true, and if at the same time
he has statad categorically that the implementation plan of the Secretary-General '
is cne of the criteria for the implementation of Security Council resolution
598 (1987), how can he explain to the General Asgembly that in that very
iapl_e-entatx‘on plan, under the very title of “Cease-fire®, under the very sub-title
of "Cease-fire at sea" the two issues raised by Iraq are dealt with. Thus, they
are not secondary matters; they are not irrelevant issues; they are not matters
that fall outside the agemﬁ of ‘the talks,

Either you base yourself on the implementation plan or you d not. If you do,
or claim that you do, you have to take what is in the implementation plan.

Apart from thot distortion, let me point out ancther: The Secretary-Genetal's
letter of 8 August was quoted by the Poreign Minister of Iran. He seems to think
that direct talks come after' the establishment of a cease-fire; now we have an
established Cease-~{ire, 80 we have to go to the other provisions of the
resolution. We have to ask him, if this is so vhy has the Secretary-General
presented to the parties detailed proposals on the obligatione of a cease~fire, o

_tho legal status of the United Nations Iran-Iraq Military Observer Group (UNIIMOG),
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&nd on the obligations of the parties towards that force? If those provisions were
very wéll settled and agreed upon, why should they have been presented by the
Secretary-General?

A third distortion: Despite all the talk by the Iranian Foreign Minister of
how they love Security Council resolution 598 (1987), they still cite a patagi'aph .
of that resolution in a way the paragraph itself does not state. They still cite
paragraph 6 as a paragraph on the setting up of an impartial body to "identify the
aggressot". I challenge any representative of the Sovernment of Iran to show us
such language in that paragraph. We remind them that the paragraph calls for the
setting up of an impartial body to deal, on an inquiry basis, with responsibility
for the conflict.

Mr., IOKUN (United States of iserica): The Libyan representative today
made a series of outrageous and totally unfounded statements including accusations
against the United States. RKe misrepresented the deliberations of this Assembly
and the policies of his own Government.

The Government of Libya has seen fit to use deception, subversion and violence
as the tools of 1ts foreign policy. Many in this Hall today represent States which
have been the recipients of Libyan attention. We all know too well that Libya has
been and remains a singular cause of insecurity in many reqions.

It is arrant hypocrisy for Libya to wrap itself in the United Nations Charter
and to claim to be the victim rather than the perpetrator of terrorism. Libya has
a long and deplorable record of violating thé Charter of the United Nations by
threats and ‘a‘cts of aggression. It has amassed a lethal arsenal of conventicnal
weapons. More om;nous is the Libyan production of chemical weapons, particularly

given public reports last year that Libya had used chemicail weapons a%ainst Chad.
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It has attacked cr threatened to attack its neighbours. Parther afield, it

" hae been implicated in attacks against innccent travellers at airports,
agsassinations of expatriate Libyans, supply of arms to terrocist groups on three
continents and protecuoﬁ of one of its diplomatic agents who shot an unarmed
policawoman on foreign soil. '

As the record dehohotrahel, Libya has distinguished itself in this body in one
- Fespect: It has a record of violations of the United Waticns Charter gecond to
none, o

My delegation is ready to continue this debata at the appropriate moment.
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Me. IN SOPHEAP (Democratic Fampuchea) (intorpretation ttoi"rrondy): 1

ish to speak to refute the false allegations ot,the representative of viet Ham on
the problem of Kampuchea. The Rany mano:uvres by the Hanoi authorities cannot hias
the fact that they have not the olightest intention of reaching a political
solution of the: pcoblem of Kampuchea and withdrawing their forces unconditionally
as called for in the nine resolutions adopted by the General Assembly.

Pirst, the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam has not yet given up its
Indo-Chinese federation strategy. The various congresses of thé Vietnarese
communist party, from the first to the sixth, the latest, in December 1986 in
Hanoi - h;we_nqt failed_to,;eaffi:m this Indo-Chinese fedegation strategy. The
Hanoi authorities haﬁe systematically inculcated this strategy in generations of
party members and young communists since 1930, when the Indo~Chinese communist
party was founded - that ~strategy which they must at all costs implement by mak ing
themselves the masters first of L2os, then of Kampuchea and then of the uhole
Peninsula between India and Chine. ‘o date, the Hanoi authorities have de facto
annexed Laos, by the 1977 Treaty thatvabolishes the border between Viet Nam and
Lace. If they have not achieved their expansionist goal of an Indo-Chinese
federation it is because the patriotic resistance forces of Kampuchea have been
fighting them weapons in hand for 10 years, and because the international community
firmly opposes their aggression against and occupation of Kampuchea.

Secondly, the Soviet Union has not given up its regional strategy in
South-East Asia and Pacific Asia. To achieve this the Soviet Union has financed
Viet Nam to help it to invade and overcome the Rampuéhean resistance forces. 1In
exchange, it has obtained from Viet Nam use ofvthe Caﬁ Ranh and Danang bases, which

&ve Soviet outposts in South-East Asia and Pacific Asia.
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Gorbachev's speech at Xrasnoyarsk showed clearly that the Soviets are using
these bases in Viet Nam to demonstrate their politicze’, diplomatic and nilitary
might in order to change the gecpclitical situation in South-Best Asia and Pacific
Asia to suit their own interests.

In a word, neither Viet Nam nor the Soviet Union is reaéy‘to abandon its

regional and global expansionist strategies. Therefore they are not going to let
go of Laos and Kampuchea.

All this is reason erocugh for Viet Nam to hang orn o Kampuchea.

Thirdly, the war continues in Rampuchea, where the battlefields are spreading
throughout the whole territory and where there is no front line. The forces are
about equal. The struggle betwaen the Kampuchean resistance forces and the
Vietnamesa forces can be compared to a tug-of-war. If Viet Nam really withdrew
50,000 men from Xampuchea, one can imagine on which side the rope would land.

The Hanoi authorities lie shamelessly in saying they are withdrawing their
troops, because not only has there been no vwithdrawal, but they are reinforcing the
troops already in place, most of whom are already wear ing the uniform of the Phiom
Penh puppets. Military political and diplomatic obgservers, as well as seriocus

tesearchers, have confirmed this. The Washington Post, on 17 September 1988, noted
that

(spoke in English):

“Viet Mam ... appears unlikely to meet its declared goal of pulling cut 50,000
of its scldiers this year™.

(continued in French)

Recently, the Indo-Chinese studies unit of the Institute of Asian Studies of

the University of Chulalongikorn in Thailand, basing itself on information recaived



FMB/35 A/43/PV.17
168

(Me. In &:Qeag, Democratic
Kaspuchea)

in interviews with Vietnamese soldiers captured by the Kampuchean resistaiace forces

affirmed that

*"Viet Nam is continuing to send reinfoccements to the coxbat zones ia

Kampuchea.® (The Mation. Bangkok, 20 September 1988).

There is no mention of the forcible recruitment by the Hanoi authorities of Khmer
Puppets soldiers which is being stepped up.

Viet Nam has no intention ¢7 withdrawing its troops from Kampuchea in 1989,
1990, or the year 2000, particularly if the pressure eases.

What is the political goal of these Vietnamese allegations concerning the
withdrawal of troops from Kampuchea in a given year and of the other hone yed
Statements by Viet Nam? They are simply part of the pzycholegical propaganda
manoeuvres and campeigns. Viet Nam is doing its utmost to persuade world public
opinion that the problem of the withdrawal of Vietnamese troops from Kampuchea no
longer exists, and thereby divert public attention to other problems. 1In so doing,
Viet Ram's aim is to weaken international support for the struggle of the
Rampuchean people and to create problems for the national resistance forces. If
Viet Nam achieves its objectives, it will be able to crush all the naticnal
resistance forces on the battlefields and thus perpetuate its occumtion of
Kampuchea. |

In conclusion, we wish to convey our profound gratitude to all peoples and
friends that cherish peace and justice, and to the United Nations, which has given
its invaluable support to the struggle of the people of Kampuchea and the Coalition

Government of Democratic Kampuchea.,
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Mr. ICAZA GALLARD (Nicaragua) (interpretation from Spanish):s We had
hoped that the speech of the Honduran Foreign Minister would give us an opportunity
to respond in our usual serious and constructive manner, but this afternocon the
kepresentative of Hunduras werely repeated incoherent and irrelavant observations
which make it clear that that country has not the slightest intention of shaking

off the yoke of foreign occupation and intervention - really preferring to do
nothing.
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We regret that the Honduran Minister did not take the opportynity to regain
Scre of the credibility and seriousness that his country's policy needs. Claiming
that the counter-revolutionary forces, which are financed@ and supported by the
United States, are not using Honduran territory to attack Nicaragua is like trying
to blot out the sun with a finger. His argurent about the incompatibility of
peaceful means of gettling the con’iict is simply legal noncense.

In order to put an end to the argument, we shall adopt the most censtructive
position: first, we shall not contribute to the confusion of the Assexblys
Secondly, we shall save the time of the representatives present, who need it to
rest and prepare to listen to the important statements that wiil be made tomorrow.

Mc, MUNTASSER (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) (interpretation from Arabic):

Mr. President, I apologize to you and, through you, to all mesbers present here for
speaking in exercise of the right of reply at this late hour, but the statement
made by the representative of the United States has made it necessary for me to do
s0. |

The repeated accusations made by the representative of the Qnited States are
not true. We have challenged the United States and we continue to challenge the
United States to come forward with concrete and conclusive proof of their
accusations. The competent tribunals and the internaticnsl media have absolved the
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya of those accusations.

The representative of the United States should be the lést one to speak
about terrorism. It is the United States which enplicitly sponsors State terrorism
against other States. It is difficult for me at this late hour to enumzrate all the
acts of terrorisa carried cut by the United States. It is sufficient to mention
the following: its invasion of Grenada; its flagrant intervention in Nicaragua,

Panama and Cuba, as well zs in the Middle East, including, Lebanon, where it
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attacked civilians from aircraft carriers, killing women, children and the elderly;
its action against the Iranian civilian Jetliner, when more than 290 people were
killed, with more than 100 women and children among them.

The United States has conducted violent raids against the cities of Tripoli
and Benghazi, killing innocent womzn, children and olg people. This action has
been condemned by the whole world through various international bbdies, such as the
Organization of the Islamic Caiference, the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries and
the Organization of African Unity. Eﬁen more important, in resolution 41/38 of
20 November 1986, the Assenbly condemned that act of aggression against the Libyan
Arab Jamahiriya by nearly 80 votes. That is conclusive evidence of the
condemation of the United States.

Such acts by the United States are premeditated. These designs have beon
exposed by well-known writers and journalists. Perhaps the representative of the

United States has read the series of articles in The Wash ington Post and

The New York Times, such books as "Veil: The Secret Wars of the CIA 1981-1967°,
and similar publications. )

In his reply, the representative of the United States said that the Libyan
Arab Jamahiriya pcssesses chemical weapcns. He has forgotten that his country
manufactures the most destructive weapons Ain the world. Other countries are
prohibited from ensuring their self-defence, but the United States has the right to
- manufacture all types of nuclear, chemical and biological weapons., All this is
well known to the members of this Assenbly.

I apologize for speaking at this lata hour, and I reserve the right of my

delegation to spéak again if the reptesentatiye of the United States responds.

The meeting rose at 8.55 p.t.






