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PRESS RELEASE

Briefing by State adviser to the President of the Republic of Uzbeklstan '

Mr. A, Kamilov for foreign journalists, accredited in Uzbek:stan

On March 19, 2003 the bricfing for foreign journalists, accredlted in
Uzbekistan, was held in the Guest House of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
the Republic of Uzbekistan. - The State adviser to the President of the Kepublic
of Uzbekistan Mr. A,Kmnﬂavspokconfhedmﬁreportby ﬂerNSpec:al
Rapporteur on Torture, and made the following statement:

“We consider the visit to Uzbekistan by the UN Special Rapporteur on
Torture Mr. Theo van Boven, which was initiated by the Uzbek side and tock
placc November 24 ~ December 7, 2002, as a logical continuation of our
country’s efforts towards promoting democratic reforms.

Moreover, considerable attention should be given to the fact that
Uzbekistan was onc of the first states on the post-Soviet area which invited
the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture. Prior to his visit, we took into
consideration all his wishes and created necessary conditions which were most
favourable and conducive for the productive work. Hc was provided by all
possible assistance towards successful fulfilment of his mission; the meetings
had been arranged with top officials at various ministries and i mstmttmns, visits
to the penitentiaries were held.

Uzbckistan attaches the great importance to the work that has been
accomplished by the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture Mr. Theo van Boven.

Evaluating his visit to Uzbekistan, we find it pertinent to make the
following observations:

First. We consider aforesaid UN mission to Uzbekistan as the beginning
of a long-term co-operation with this UN Institution on issues of human rights
in penitentiaries.

Second. Despite the efforis of the Government of Uzbekistan, there are
certain facts of serious violatic of human rights in the detention places. We
are not trying to conceal it. The mass media of our country has already reported
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“about 4 law-enforcement officers who were convicied for nnlawﬁ:l acls,
mc]udmg wolentacnonsagamsttwocmzcnsofUzbdustan S

- Third. Stmnglycondemnmgthlskmd ofmmdents,lwmﬂd hke to
emphaszsethatthcsecasesamnotofsystemmchamter The State will use all
the resources and capabilities in its possession to continue the . relentless
struggle with any violation of human rights and, ospecxally, the torture of
people.

Fourth. The Uzbek side gave a specxal attention to the conclusxons and
recommendations contained in the draft report. -~

‘I‘hercforc currently:

» the Action Plan on implementing the recommcndaaons of the UN
Special Rapporteur on Torture is under consideration;

» anumberofhumannghtsorgamsanonshasbeengrantedanacccssto
the women’s prisons and juvenile settlements. It is envisaged m the
future to expand an access to detainees at male prisons;

* special educational programmes are being designed for the
administration and staff at the detention places;

* in the framework of parliamentary reforms, a draft of new edition of the
Law on Ombudsman has been prepared and forwarded for elaboration.
The draft Law envisages expansion of Ombudsman’s authority.

Fifth. We highly appreciate the co-operation that we have started with
Mr. Theo van Boven. His draft report is being thoroughly studied by the
relevant ministrics and institutions of our country with a view to apply it for
the improvement of the penitentiaries in Uzbekistan. At the same time our
experts made a note of certain points in the report as erroneous and incorrect.

In this regard, the Uzbek side has directed to Mr. Theo van Boven its
proposals and remarks and rernains hopeful that they will be taken into
consideration during the preparation of the final version of the report.

In conclusion, 1 would like to stress that the Government of the
Republic of Uzbekistan is determined to conduct in-depth democratic reforms
in the field of human rights. Uzbekistan is intcrested in and is ready for an
open co-operation in this sphere with various international organisations, such
as the UN, OSCE, EC and others, including the UN Special Rapporteur on
Torture.”



