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Letter dated 18 March 2003 from the Permanent Representative of  
  Turkey to the United Nations Office at Geneva addressed to the  

High Commissioner for Human Rights 
 
 I wish to express our regret regarding the report of Ms. Katarina Tomasevski, the Special 
Rapporteur on the right to education (E/CN.4/2003/9) which contains gross misrepresentations 
regarding her visit to Turkey from 3 to 10 February 2002. 
 
 By referring to resolution 2002/84 of the Commission on Human Rights, which, 
inter alia, requests the thematic procedures to include in their reports comments on problems of 
responsiveness, the Special Rapporteur highlights “non-cooperation” by the Turkish 
Government, claiming that “the Special Rapporteur’s efforts to follow up her mission to Turkey 
(E/CN.4/2002/60/Add.2) have thus far been impeded by the Government’s silence”. 
 
 The Turkish Government is deeply disturbed by this incomprehensible and unacceptable 
manner.  The Special Rapporteur should be well aware that resolution 2002/84 as well as other 
relevant resolutions of the Commission also emphasize the importance of the impartiality, 
objectivity, integrity and independence of the thematic procedures. 
 
 With a view to avoiding any misunderstanding as well as giving a complete picture, I 
deem it necessary to make the following clarification. 
 
 Turkey is among the countries which extended a standing invitation to the thematic 
procedures of the Commission and has always displayed full cooperation in this area.  Like all 
other mandate holders who visited Turkey, the Special Rapporteur enjoyed full cooperation by 
the Turkish Government. 
 
 
 
GE.03-12199  (E)    240303 



E/CN.4/2003/G/45 
page 2 
 
 Despite the cooperation extended to the Special Rapporteur, the Turkish Government was 
astonished by the abrasive attitude and conduct of work of the Special Rapporteur during her 
visit to Turkey.  Furthermore, the Special Rapporteur overstepped her mandate by levelling 
unfounded allegations in her report regarding the visit to Turkey on issues which are absolutely 
irrelevant to her mandate.  This approach, together with misrepresentation of facts and simplistic 
conclusions, created serious doubts as to the objectivity of the report. 
 
 At the fifty-eighth session of the Commission, the Turkish delegation made a statement 
on 4 April 2002 to briefly express the observations of the Turkish Government on the report of 
the Special Rapporteur regarding her visit to Turkey, underlining that our detailed views and 
observations would be circulated as an official document of the Commission.  This statement 
was reiterated in our letter dated 3 June 2002 addressed to the Special Rapporteur.  
Subsequently, a letter containing the observations and information by the Turkish Government 
was transmitted to the Special Rapporteur as well as the High Commissioner for Human Rights 
on 20 December 2002 with the request that the letter and its annex be circulated as an official 
document of the fifty-ninth session of the Commission. 
 
 Such conduct of work by the Special Rapporteur would not serve the purpose of 
protecting and promoting human rights, but would only discourage cooperation with the special 
procedures of the Commission and damage the credibility of these procedures. 
 
 I wish to reiterate, however, that despite this negative experience with the Special 
Rapporteur, the Turkish Government is committed to cooperating closely with the thematic 
procedures of the Commission in a constructive manner. 
 
 I would appreciate it if you would have this letter circulated as an official document of 
the fifty-ninth session of the Commission on Human Rights. 
 
 
      (Signed): Türkekul KURTTEKIN 
        Ambassador 
        Permanent Representative 
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