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,JOINT DECLARATIOA OF TRE SOVIRT UNION A"D THE 
PEOPLE'S REFURLIC OF BAXGLADESH 

r!t the invitation of the Soviet Government, the Prime ilinister of the People's 
Depublic of Bnnglndesh, Sheikh XuJibur Rahmnn, who was accompanied by the isiinister 
of Foreign Affairs H.9.M. Abdus Samad, paid an official friendly visit to the Soviet 
Union from 1 to 5 I.lsrch 1972. 

During their stay in the Soviet Union, the Prime 13inister and his party, 
in addition to ~~OSCOW, also visited Leningrad and Tashkent. The distinguished 
guests from Banpladesh had an opportunity to scquaint themselves with the life 
of Soviet people, the achievements of the Soviet Union in the fields of 
economy , science axd culture. 

The head of the Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh and his 
party were everyrhere accorded a warm welcome which testified to the feelings of 
sincere friendship and hi(rh esteem of Scviet people to the people of Bangladesh 
nnl its le-rders . 

F’rirne I!inister Fdujibur R&man was received by the General Secretary of the 
Central Committee of t!15 CXU L.T. Brezhnev. :3e was also received by the 
Fresitl-nt of' the Fresidium of the Sunremem Soviet of the USSR N.V. Podgomy. Cordial 
and frJ.endly discus:: ions t,ook place in ,tbe course of these meetin!;s. 

T.alks '<>?i-e held ?ietir:een the Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the USSR 
A.TJ. KosySin arid the Prime ?inister of the People's Republic of Bangladesh 
Sheikh Xujibur Rnhman in which took part: 

From the Soviet side: Secretary of the Central Committee of the CI'SU 
B.I!. Ponomaryov, i?eput:r Chairmen of the Council of Pliuisters of the USSR 
N.K. RaiS&ov ar;d V.N. Xovikov ) iziinister of Foreign Affairs of the USSR A.fi. Gromyko, 
Minister of Defence of the IJPSR M-rshall A.A. Grechko, Chairman of the State 
Committee for Economic pelations with Foreir,n Countries S.A. Skachkov, First Deputy 
I!inis-ter of 3'orei~g.n Trade 13.R. Kuzmin, Dcp-lty Foreign Minister of the USSR 
Il.?. Tiryubin, .'&bnssadcr of the USSR in the People's Republic of Bangladesh 
V.F. PGWV , licml of' Department of th e %inistry of Forei.!:n Affnirs of the USSR 
i?..b.F?min; 



:./%65 
s/10562 
E'n~~~lish 
"c!:;e 3 

The Minister of Porei@ Affairs of the USS3 A.A. Gromyko had nitieting;s aid 
discussions with the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Peoole's Pepuhlic of 
Bangladesh E. Abdus Samad. 

In the course of the discussions and t:?lks held in an atmosphere of cordiality 
and mutual understanding consideration was riven to the questions of the bilateral 
relations and to the tupical international problems. 

On behalf of the people and the Government of the Feople's iiepublic: oi 
Bangladesh and on his own behalf, Prime Xinister Nujibur Rahman exnressed gratitude 
to the Soviet people and the leaders of the Soviet Union for i:!~ ,:ctive and 
consistent support given to the people of Bangladesh in their just strug::le for the 
freedom and indeoendence of their fatherland, as well as for the assistsnce l.rhich 
is rendered by the Soviet Union. The Prime llinister informed the Soviet side of 
the programme worked out by the Government of Bangladesh for the economic recovery, 
the organization of the work of the state machinery, the consolidation of rublic 
order snl- the improvement of the living standards of the people, as veil as of 
the future development of the country. '. .' 

He emphasised the determination of his Government to carry out wide socio- 
economic reforms in close co-operation with all people in the country. 

The Soviet leaders, for their part, informed the Prime Minister of r?zn:;l-.d+sh 
of progress in the implementation of the decisions adopted by the 24th Con::rsss of 
the CPSU, of the achievements of the Soviet people in the fulfillnlent of the Birth 
Five-Year Plan for the development of the national economy, of the foreign policy 
of the Soviet Union aimed at strengthening international peace and the security of 
nations. 

It was noted with satisfaction that first steps in the dcv?lopment of 
co-operation between the Soviet Union and Bonglaticsh - the siZnin.* of the Trade 
Agreement, the establishment of sea and air comrmlnications between the two countries, 
and the initiation of contacts between trade union, youth antt other social 
organisations - testify to the existence of vast opportunities for an all-round 
co-operation and the consolidation of friendship between the neorles of the tlro 
countries. 

The Soviet leaders and the Prime liinister of Rtingltdesh expressed their firm 
conviction that the further development of friendly relations :rrid fruitful 
co-operation between the Soviet Union and the People's Republic of Bongladeoh in the 
political, economic, scientific, technic.-1 and other fields b,?.sed on the nrinciples 
of equality, mutuq1 respect for sovcrcsi,:nty :md independence ., tcrl~itcrid. intet:rit,Y, 
non-interference in each others' internal r$fairs rind rr:nuncistion of tile 1iSE 01 
threat of force meets the interests of the peonies of t;hc 1~0 countri Es , tile 
interests of the common stru{:glr :Ir;?inst imperialism and noscolonialism. 

I . . . 
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Cre3t 3ttention was paid during the talks to the questions of expandin& trade 
between the two countries on the basis of equality, mutual benefit and most- 
favoured-nation treatment. Mutual desire was reaffirmed to develop ties and 
contacts in the fields of science, art, literature, education, public heCith, press, 
ra.dio, sport? c,nd in o!her fields. 

With a view to eslining 3 deeper mutual acqc3intonce with the life, culture 
and achievements of the peoples of the two States, the Soviet Union. 3nd 
Bangladesh will promote co-operation and direct links between governmental bodies 
and soci31 organizations, including tr3de union, youth 3nd womens' organizations, 
3s well as enterprises aa cultural and scientific institutions. 

Having noted with satisfaction that the friendly co-oneration between the Soviet 
Union and Bangladesh is successfully developing and strengthening, the two sides 
agreed that experts of the two countries will meet in the near future to work 
out specific proposals for the further development of co-operation in the economic, 
cultural and other fields of activities. 

Having examined the question of co-operation, the construction of a thermal 
power station, radio broadcasting stations, an electrical equipment plant and 
in geological prospecting for oil and gas the two sides have reached an agreement 
ma signed it. 

The Soviet Union will render assistance to Bangladesh in the reconstruction 
of the merchant marine and in the development of sea fisheries. The Soviet Union 
will assist Banqaldesh in the reconstruction of railway transport. 

Assistance wilLbe rendered in the trainins of national cadres for various 
branches of the industry and agriculture of B;tngladesh, and consultative services 
will be also provided on the questions of tlLe reconstruction of industr.y. 

The Poviet Union will provide helicopters to Bangladesh for the improvement 
of' air corr%unication with the interior areas of the country. 

The two sides have agreed to expond'trnde between the two countries. In 
p?.rr,icular, the Soviet Union expressed its readiness to purchase not only the goods 
traditio!?ally exported by Banclndesh, but also other goods. 

The Soviet [Jnion req3rds Hith reanect the oolicy of non-slicnment and 
friendship aman/: nations pursued by the Pcople'c knublic of B:rn(:lndesh, vrhich is 
an important contribution to maintainin/; pc;:~,ce ma reducing international tensions. 

?'be I'eCdc'r: Republic of Bangladesh hiClAy npvreciates the neaceful policy of 
t?lb Soviet IJniort nimcri at stren$thenin,: i'riendship and co-operation with 311 
ncztions and all-round support for n:itional lihcrmtion movements. 

I . . . 



With a view to actively promote international security and the developc,$nt 
of friendly relations between States, irrespective of their social systems, 
and in the interests of developing the bilateral co-operation in all fields, 
the Soviet Union and Bangladesh agreed to hold regular political consultations 
between the two Governments at various levels on all ixportsnt matters involviag 
the interests of both States. Such consultations will be carried out throu:& 
meetings of leading statesmen and sending official delegations and special 
representatives of the Governments, through normal diplomatic channels and 
in other forms. 

In view of' the mutual desire to further develop and strengthen friendshi;, 
and co-operation between t;le Soviet Union and the People's Republic of Bsnglades!]. 
it was agreed to study, with account being t&en of the exch.ange of views whit!] 
took place, additional measures that might be taken to consolidate in an 
appropriate manner the relations existins between the two States. 

During the talks great attention was given to the situation existing on 
the subcont%nt. 

As a result of the exchange of views the Soviet leaders and the Pri;,r XnisLcir 
of Bsn,gladesh noted with satisfaction that the emergence of a new indepeudent 
State - the People's Republic of Bangladesh - is an outcome of the tri.uqhant 
national liberation struggle of the people of Bangladesh. That stru@e revealcc 
with utmost clarity not only the attitude of different States to the just 
cause of the people of Bangladesh but also the true friends and the foes of the 
People's Republic of 13angladesh as a new independent State. 

The Soviet Union and Bangladesh call upon all peace-loving countries to 
display the necessary vigilance, to rebuff resolutely all attempts at interfercnc:. 
from outside and to preclude new com:?lications in the relations between the 
countries of the subcontinent. They believe that the Governments of all countl.1,::: 
which cherish peace on the subcontinent will direct their efforts towards an ee?l;- 
normalixation of the situation in that region. '!!e recognition of the soverei-n 
People's Republic of Bangladesh by an increasin,. d nuinber of States is convinciui: 
evidence of the realisation of the situation actually obtaining in that area. 

Unanimous opinion was exnressed that an earls nolitical settlement takinp 
into account the legitimate interests of the peopl.es of the subcontinent 
would considerably facilitate the advancement of the countries of the area aloih- 
the path of economic and social progress. 

The Soviet Union and Bandadesh state that a qenuine political settlellrnt 
on the subcontinent can only be achieved through negotiations btitween the 
States directly concerned, without outside interference and having rogord to the 
actual situation, on the basis of tiir! Ilegitimate rights and irlterests of its pC!JI,i? 
They are convinced that the achievement of !2 qcriuine political settlement Iii11 
contribute to the normalization of the situation on the subcontinent <and will 
be an important contribution to ensuritq: internationel peace and security. 

/ . . . 
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During tile exchanire of views on other topical international issues the 
two sides confirmed their willingness to continue their alL-out support to the 
1: ~oples fT,;:I;ini: ilJ>ains t imperialist wgression, for their national liberation 

Tr,e Soviet lex%rs and the Priiae ,inister of Bangladesh expressed their 
kt -x con~~:rn over the situ&ion in Smth-cast k.1a.. They expressed tllemselves 
j ;! 1 ': .ow af L .siirin,: "12i~ce iiild :;ccur~ty ror the ,,eoples of Viet .?iar!., Laos and 
2 ; .i) oui q L rx..;i I.:;: realiza;;ion of their le:3tizate rights to determine their own 
j :‘;f .: :" ill c,i:: ;‘orrxity~ writ:: t.;?eir national interests and free of an:' outside 
i!:trrf~2rence. 

%::e Zovic;t ilnion ar.6 .?,an@adesil declare tho;r profound conviction that the 
wll-knc3ln seven-point proposals of t!ie Provisional Revolutionary Government 
of the k,wblic of South Viet-Nsal constitute a realistic and constructive 
La--is for a ~?eaccful politicai settlement of the Viet-Ham problem. 

I-,' lney exoressed their serious concern at the contin*uin(: l'sraeli occupation 
of F,rab territories in t,le kiiddle East which creates a-situation of tension 
and ~:oscs .a thr?at to peace. Ike need iras strc::sed for all St3tc; concerned to 
CXCT-.L efforts in order to adiieve a stable anti just peace iii that region on 
t;i? basis of full i..?ple#:ientation of the linited Gations Securiv: Council resolution 
oi' ?2 ,:ovcmb~?r 1967, and with the assistance of Ambas o,-;Lor Jarrin.:'s mission 
..?I ,,Ti ,I: .; Z.><i 0.y tAL.IL ~~solutloa < 

:?.lic2e;. 3;; GC: &sire to contribute to the imnrovement of the international 
eitc&ttio:1.. the Covemmel;t of tlw Peonle's Republic of Ils.r@adesli Gghly 
arioreciztes ti-ze efforts of the Soviet itnion and other socialist countries aimed _ 
at convening an E?lL-Buro:?er? Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe 
as 21; important step towards the relaxation of -tension not only on the European 
continent but al:;0 throu&out the worlti. 

In tk course of the discussions it was noted that the cessation of the 
arms race :Ind the attainment of General and complete disarmsxent covering both 
nucSr.ar ski conventional armaments under strict international control are of 
pf1,Gr:f iqortsncc for t;lc preservation end strengthening of peace and security. 
The: 6 x/c rn11; rnt of the Peonle's iiepublic of Banpladesh su]:l)orts tilr: decision 
to coNcne a 2orld Disarmament Conference, adopted b;; the IJnited .rations General 
;:~~~~.bl-f On t!ie initi?,tive of the Soviet IJnion. The Conference rasy be helpful 
in workin? out practicable and ,Tenerally acceptable vays of solvinq urgent 
c i j aru:xrent problerla . 

Jn :;;I: wjortirll: the wnerally wco:{nized rules of international law governing 
tile? rG ~ilJIe Of se<2 !:iiac': ~ thu :;oviet Ilnlon anti Bnn,~:ladeoh pronounced themselves 
11i I’~vwu’ of' ti~c.~ fwed to tastabliah the breadth of' territorial waters in 

Cor:for&!,q ':iilr l,,ie practiw of the overwhelminn WtLjority of States as uell 
as to settle tile relevant mdblcms, and they emress their readiness further to 
co+::erate with each other in ac;:ievinc these aims. 
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Guided by the ideals of equality of 3.11 peoples., irrespective of race or 
religion,, the sides come out for a nrompt and complete elimination of the 
vestiges of colonialism and for the unconditional implementation of the lioited 
mations Declaration on the Grantin. of Independence 'to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples. They resolutely condemn racism a&. anartheid in all forms and -L ---- 
manifestations. 

The Soviet leaders noted with satisfaction the statement by the Prime 2inister 
to the effect that Bangladesh comrletely agrees ~:ith the principles anti purnoscs 
of the Olarter of the United Nations and assumes all the obligations which the 
United Nations Charter i.:lposes on States. In view of this, the Soviet Union will 
sunport the request of the People's Republic of Bangladesh to be admitted to 
United Nations Iclembershin. 

During their stay in I~OSCCW, Prime ?.inister i.:uji‘uur Rahman aid his pcrtj- too!. 
part in the meeting of representatives of the people of the capital and faculty 
members and students of the Lomonosov State University of Moscow held on the 
occasion of the establishment of the Society for Friendship between the Feoples of 
the Soviet Union and of the People‘s Republic of Bangladesh. 

The Soviet leaders and t:le Prime I:'inister of Bangladeshdeclare their full 
support for the activities of the friendship societies established in both 
countries. 

They attach Treat importance to the develoJ>:.ent of personal contacts 3% 
all levels betlrcen the Soviet Union and the People's Re?>ublic of Bangladesh and 
declare tileir mutual intention to expand exchanges of visits by states:ien, 
representatives of social, scientific, cultural xld other organizatioas of tile 
two countries. 

The visit by ta? Prime minister of the Feople's ?eixtblic of ban,Tiadesh to dhe 
Soviet Union and the talks and discussions ::ith the Soviet leaders held during 
the visit will undoubtedly contribute to the furti,er development of the relations 
of friendship and comprehensive co-operation betwren the two couutrics and to tihe 
strengthening of peace and international security. 

The Prime minister Sheikh klujibur Rahman invited the General :'ecrct:,s:r of the 
CPSC Central Commit-Lee L.I. Brezhnev, the President of the Presi!iiu;,! of tile i;S?!\ 
Supreme Sovie', B.iu'.V. Fodgorny, the Chairman of tile Council of ',iniriters of .tt:e 
USSH A.R. Kosyt;in anti the ; linister of Forei;-n Affairs of the US,?5 A.A. Grolrlylro to 
nay official friendship visits to tilt Peurlc'o Rcrluolic of Ba~~~:l.:tdrsh ut r: time 
of their convenience. The invitation5 wore accented with ~:ratitu;lc . 

For ttr; L':.lcn of Soviet Fol' i.!!,? PC O!~lC 'i !iU]'ilOl~ c 
Socialist Renublics of J.mlfyladcsll 

A. KOSYGIN Slleil<il : !UJInUR RAIlI IA>! 

, ,. ., 
i : ‘OS cow, 3 !:arc!l 1972 


