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TETTER DATED & MARCH 1972 FRCM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE CF INDIA 1@
THE UNITED NATIORS ATLRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SHCURITY COUMCE,

1. I enclose the text of a statement of 14 February made by the Government of
the People's Republic of Bangladesh. This statement was issued with reference
to a letter dated 30 December 1971 addressed to the Secretary-feneral by the
Permarent Representative of Pakistan (S/10487).

2. I should add that, since 1k February, when the attached statement was issued,
the number of States according recognition to the Government of the People's

Republic of Banrladesh has increased from 35 and stands today at 51.

3. It is requested that this letter and its enclosure may kindly be circulated
as an official document of the Security Council.
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nment of the Feople's Republic
of Benvladeq

1. The o~ttention of the Government of the Peovle's Republic of Ban<ladesh has
been dravn to a cormunication dated 30 December 1971 addressed to the Secretarv-
General by the Pakistan Permanent Renresentative to the United “ations. It has
been stated that the President of Pakistan hes initiated direct discussion with
Sheikh Mujibur Pehrian ‘for political settlement of the Last Pakistan nroblem’.
The Government of Bonsladesh takes serious exception to this malicious attempt by
Pakistan to misrepresent the facts of the situation in the United Tations.

2. It is but one nore futile effort on the part of the Government of Pakistan
to shut its eyes to the rezlities of the events that have tsken nlace in
bBangladesh since 25 “arch 1071, The unprovoked and tarbarocus attack of the
Pakistan army on the innocent and unarmed neonle of Banmladesh on the nirsht of

25 March 1971 ended all possibility Tor the two wings of erstvhile Takistan to
remain torether in a single political entity. The elected representatives of the
neople thereupon declared the indenendence of Bangsladesh, and the People's
Rerublic of Bansladesh was Tormally oroclaimed. A war of liberation was ne~un to
oust the Pakistan cceupation forces from Bancladesh territory. On 16 Decerber.
the Pakistsn forces were compelled to surrender to the allied forces in Dacca.

3. Durins this period, the undisnuted leader of the people and Government of the
People's Republic of Bangladesh, Ban~abandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, was held in
illexzal detention in Pakistan. The i~nominious defeat of the occuration forces

of Pakistan in Ban-ladesh and the mountin~ nressure of world opinion finally forced
the Pakistan Government to release him, unconditionally.

b, 3ince his return to Baagladesh, Bangabandhu Sheikh "ujibur Rahman has made
various public pronouncements in which he has uneaquivocally stated that Bansladesh
will remain a sovereign State and that there is no question of Bansladesh
existins within the frarework of Pakistan. Addressinz a nublie meeting in Dacca
on 10 January, Banssbandhu Ffheikh Mujibur Rshman said tiat "Bangla is todav an
independent and sovereizn country, and this freedom will stay for ever”, In his
press conference at Dacca on 14 January, the first since assuming the office of
Prime “'inister , which was attended by a large nurber of forei-n corresnondents .

he declared: “As recards our relations vith Pakistan, T expect “r. Bhutto tn
accept the realitvy of independent, sovereirm Peovle's Republic of Bansgladesh™.

5. The Governrent of Bansladesh hns established its firm control over the

entire territory of what was formerly known as Fast Pakistan. More than 35 states,
includins the Soviet Union, thz United Kingdon, France TIndia and Janan, have
accorded recornition to the now State.

6. In view of the ahove, the staterent of the Pakistan Permanent Tepresentative
to the United ilations can be motivated only by a desire to deceive the world about
the real state of affairs in an effort to deny or delay recomnition bv other
States and make it diffieult for the eirhth largest nation in the world to taxe
its rightful place in the United lotions.
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