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CONDEMNATION OF RELIGION-BASED VIOLENCE IN PAKISTAN

Pax Chridti, the international Catholic peace movement, wishes to draw the attention
of members of the 59" United Nations Human Rights Commission to the violence to
which the minority Christian community in Pakistan has been subjected throughout
the year 2002.

Ingtitutions devoted to serving Pakistani society, deserving protection and security,
such as a school, a hospitd, churches and a socid service organisation, have been
targeted for violent attacks. Seven such attacks took place in less than 14 months,
garting with Bahawa pur, in Southern Punjab, where 16 people were killed and 40
wereinjured on 28 October 2001, when they were busy praying in the Church on a
Sunday morning. On 17 March 2002, a grenade was thrown into achurch in
Idamabad. Five persons were killed and 45 injured.

In August 2002, two attacks carried out in quick succession left members of the
community with a sense of helplessness. A school run by the minority community in
Murree was attacked on August 5 where six people were gunned down. Immediately
thereafter, on August 9, four nurses were killed and many more injured when a
hospital in Taxilawas targeted for attack. Then on 25 September, seven members of
the staff of asocid service organisation IDARA-E-AMAN-O-INSAF (Committee for
Justice and Peace) a Karachi were shot at point blank range after being bound and
gagged. Another hands grenade attack was carried out on October 4, 2002, nobody
was hurt luckily.

Members of the community as well as organisations within and outside Pakistan have
cdled on the government of Pakistan to ensure afull investigation into dl these
attacks. Seven persons were arrested in connection with the attack in Bahawal pur
however, there was no court trail and the accused were killed in police encounters
according to the Pakistan media (on March 11 and July 28, 2002). Smilarly degth of
three suspects was reported after the attack in Murree but there has been no clear
investigation and trail of the persons responsible for these attacks.

Repeated apped s to ensure the security of ingtitutions connected to the minority
community have failed to see results, despite government reassurances of more
assgtance in this matter. Pax Chrigti Internationa shares the concern of members of
the minority community that it isthis failure on the part of the government thet has
crested a climate of impunity which in turn resulted in yet another attack on 24
December 2002 on achurch in Chianwaa, avillage in Daska township. Three young
girlswerekilled and 11 wounded, most of them were women and girls. The
following day, fourth injured died in the Hospital and three injured lost their one or
both eyes.

All these incidents point to a generd gpathy to safety of the non-Mudim ditizens
however the police failed badly to conduct a proper investigation in incidents at
Karachi and Daska The locd Imam identified as respongble for waging a hate
campaign againg the Christian minority was able to get favours at investigation
because of his &filiation to ardigio-politica party. This party aso used the local
mediain abid to implicate the Christian community saying thet the attack was due to
an interna conflict among the congregation. The propaganda could not succeed
because the Chrigtians are totally peaceful community and great mgority of people



did not accept this false accusation.

Pax Chridti is concerned that this unprecedented violence against members of a
Pakistani minority community exacerbates degp fedlings of insecurity in acommunity
aready adversdly affected by harmful legidation, such as the blasphemy law of
Section 295-C of the Pakistan Pena Code.

On 7 May 2002, Adam Masih was sentenced to a double life imprisonment and afine
of Rs. 100,000 on the charge of blasphemy. On 29 June, Kingri Masih was sentenced
to death under the same charge and fined Rs. 50,000. A number of persons have been
killed after being accused under blasphemy laws, most recently it was Zahid Shah of
Chak Jhumraand Yousaf Ali of Lahore. The former was stoned to desth the later was
shot dead in Kot Lakhpat Jail by another inmate. Therefore, the blasphemy laws does
not protect the life of the accused as argued by the proponents, rather contrary to this,
the law has created impunity for those who want to diminate liberals and moderates
Mudims like Justice Arif Igba Bhatti, murdered in 1997 for setting the blasphemy
accused free.

This laws has been proven to be discriminatory and prone to (mis) use in persona
jealousy vendettas etc. Cases of Ayub Masih, Namat Ahmer and Manzoor Masih,
and many other cases prove that the law fails to address the issue of motive and
intention of an act charged to be an offence. Ignoring this important aspect of the
crimind justice has made the laws (Section 295 B &C, 298 A, B, & C) technicdly
redundant and highly prone to abuse.

Pax Chrigti Internationa wel comes subsequent acquittal of many accused by the
Supreme Court High courtsin Pakistan but we concerned that the blasphemy law
continues to be reason for displacement of persons, problems of persond security and
socid conflicts with little action on the part of the government to prevent this.

Pax Chrigti Internationa believes that attacks on these ingtitutions, which serve the
minority community aswell aswider Pakigtani society, are indicetive of the
government’ s failure to ensure the safety and welfare of its citizens. Moreover, the
fallure to bring the perpetrators of attacks, to justice during 2002, perpetuates the
belief that such acts of sensdless violence can go unpunished. We regret the Pakistani
government’ s failure to uphold these basic rights of its citizens.

Pax Chridti Internationd reiterates that it is the repongbility of the Government of
Pakistan to guarantee the security of dl civic and wefare organisations as well asthat
of dl citizens of Pakigtan, irrespective of their rdigious ffiliation. Where Pakistani
citizens and civic organisations from the minority communities seem to be

particularly vulnerable to violent acts, the government is obliged to take urgent and
comprehensve measures to guarantee their safety and security.

Pax Chridli Internationd calls upon the Commission on Human Rights to recommend
that:

- Pakigtan should demondtrate its commitment to its citizenry by establishing ahigh
level judicd inquiry into religionbased violence, which will successfully bring the



perpetrators of these crimesto justice. Protection must also be ensured to
eyewitnesses to the attacks and to those whaose lives will remain under constant threst.

- Pekistan regffirm and ensure the right of dl its citizen to live in asociety free of
fear, insecurity and discrimination and take decisive action to guarantee the security
of those communities most vulnerable to attack.

- Pakigtan should take immediate action to amend its Pena Code to ensure that the
blasphemy law is not used to victimise vulnerable members of the community.

In internationa settings, the government has repestedly confirmed his commitment of
support to the “War Againg Terrorism.” We remind the government of the first
respongbility to the citizens of its own country to ensure that the innocent do not
become victims of any such terrorist campaign. All citizens of Pakistan, regardless of
religion, sex or class, have aright to live in peace, security and freedom from dl
forms of intimidation.



