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REVIEW OF MULTILATERAL TREATIES TO WHICH SOUTH AFRICA 
BECAME A PARTY, AND WHICH EITHER BY DIRECT REFERENCE 
OR ON THE BASIS OF RELEVANT PROVISIONS OF INTERNATIONAL 

LAW MIGHT BE CONSIDERED TO APPLY TO NAMIBIA 

@aragraph 9 of resolution 283 (1970) adopted by the Security 
Council at its 1550th meeting, on 29 July 1970/ 

Report of the Secretary-General 

1. The Security Council, by resolution 283 (1970) adopted at its 1550th meeting 

on 29 July 1970, requested the Secretary-General to undertake without delay a 

detailed study and review of all multilateral treaties to which South Africa is 

a party and which either by direct reference or on the basis 'of releV?nt 

provisions of international law might be considered to apply to the Territory of 

Wamibia. 

2. The present study and review consists of three parts. Part I lists the 

multilateral treaties which have been deposited.with the Secretary-General Of the 

United Nations. Part II lists the multilateral treaties registered with the 

Secretariat of the League of Nations. Part III lists multilateral treaties which 

have been transmitted to the Secretariat' of the United Nations for registration in 

accordance with Article 102 of the Charter or for filing and recording and in 

respect of which the Secretary-General is not the depositary. As the lists in 

parts II and III are based on the information transmitted to the Secretariat for 

registration or for filing and recording, they may include treaties which are no 

longer in force if their termination has not been registered. The Secretariat is 

making inquiries in this respect with the depositaries of these instruments. Not 

included in parts II and III are multilateral treaties which are obsolete or which 

do not appear to have direct relevance to the Territory of Namibia, such as 

multilateral agreements regarding British Commonwealth war cemeteries, graves and 

memorials. 
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3. Each Part is in turn divided into two sections. Section A in each Part lists 

those multilateral treaties to which South Africa became a party prior to 

27 October 1966 and which became applicable to Namibia either by virtue of an 

express reference to South West Africa or pursuant to their respective territorial 

clauses. These territorial clauses provide either that the treaties shall apply 

to a'11 the territories for whose international relations the States concerned are 

responsible or that they shall so apply unless the application to any or all of the 

territories is expressly excluded by the States concerned or that they shall apply 

to any or all of the territories only when a declaration or notification to that 

effect is made by such States. Section B lists those multilateral treaties to 

which South Africa became a party prior to 27 October 1966 and which, in the 

absence of a territorial clause, might be considered to apply toNamibia under 

qelevant principles of international law. 

4. In respect to each treaty the lists indicate the effective date of application 

to Namibia and give reference to the place where the text of the treaty may be 

found, the following abbreviations being used: UNTS for the United Nations 

Treaty Series and LNTS for the League of Nations Treaty Series, each followed by 

volume number in the Series and page number in the volume. In respect to,the 

treaties listed in Parts II and III, the lists also indicate the registration 

number and the name of the depositary Government or international organization. 

5. In Part I the treaties are arranged within each section in the order in which 

they are listed in the publication Multilateral Treaties in respect of which the 

Secretary-General Performs Depositary Functions, List of Signatures, Ratifications, 

Accessions, etc. as at 31 December 1969 (ST/LEG/SER. D/3).*, 

* The four League of Nations treaties appearing at the end of this list 
(items 23-25 of Section A and item 15 of Section B) are not covered by the 
above-mentioned publication, no action affecting their status having been 
communicated to the Secretary-General following their transfer to the custody 
of the United Nations (see paragraphs 5 to 7 of the introduction to that 
publica&n). For the status of these treaties, see League of Nations, Official 
Journal, Special Supplement No. 193, Twenty-first List, Geneva, 1944. 

/ . . . 
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FART I 

Multilateral treaties deposited with the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations 

I  
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