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1. In ac cordance with General Assembly r esolution 651 (VII ) of 20 December 1952, 

the Assembly ?ecided, at its 435th plenary meeting on 17 September 1953 , to . 

include t he question of South West Africa in the agenda of its eighth ~ession. 

At the sarr.e meeting, the General Assembly referred the question to the 

Fourth Committee . 

2. During its 357th through i ts 364th reeetings, on 6, 9, 10, 11 and 

12 November 1953, t he Committee considered the report of the Ad Hoe Committee 

on South Wes~ Africa (A/2475. and Adds . l and 2 ) . 

3. At the 357th meeting o.n 6 ~ovember 1953, Burma and India s ubmitted a 

j _oint draf t resoluti on (A/ C. 4/L. 304) . 

4. At the 360th meeting, on 10 November 1953, Afghanistan, Br azil , Burma, 

Denmark, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Pakistan, the Phili~pines , Saudi Arabia, 

Syria, Thailand and Uruguay, ~ho wer e joined by Iraq and Liberia at the 

362nd meeting, submitted a draft resolution (A/C . 4/L. 305/Rev. l and. Add.l) 

whereby the General Assembly would, inter ali a , (1) establ ish, until such 

time as an agreement was reached betveen the UnitedNations and the 

Union of South Africa, a Committee on South West A~rica consisting of 

nine reembers and request this Corr.mittee to ·(a) exami ne, within the scope 

of the Questionnaire adopted by the Permanent Mandates Commission of the 

League of Nations in i926 , such informati on and document ation. as mi ght be 
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available in respect of the Territory of South West Africa; (b) examine, as far 

as possible , in accordance with the procedure of the f orrr:er Mandates System, 

reports and petitions which might be submitted to the Committee or to the 

secretary-General; (c) transmit to the General Assembly a report concerning 

conditions in the Territ ory t aking into account, as far as possible , the scope 

of the reports of the Permanent Mandates Commission of the League of Nations; 

(d) prepare for the examination of the General Assembly a procedure for the 

examination of such report s and petitions which should confonn as far as 

possible to the procedure foll01!ed in this respect by the Assembly, the Council 

and the Permanent Man~ates Commission of the League of Nations ; (2) authorize 

. the Committee to continue negotiations with the Union of South Africa in order 

.to _implement fully the advisory op~nion of the International Court of Justice 

regarding the question of South West Africa; and ( 3) request the Committee 

to submi,t reports on its activities to the Genera l Assembly at its regular 

s.essions . 

5. At the 360th meeting, Burrea and India , having become co- sponsors of the 

abov~ jo_int draft re.solution and of' a f'urther joint draft resolution 

(A/C. 4/L. 3C6 and Add. l) withdrew the joint draft resolution whi ch they had · 

s~bmitted at the 357th meeting (A/c . 4/L.304) . 

6 . At its 364th meeting o_n 12 Novernbe_r 1953, the Committee voted on the 

joint draft resoluti on (A/c . 4/L, 305/Revpl and Add. l) as follows : 

7..-
8. 

'l'he first paragraph of the preamble was adopted by 43 votes to 6. 
The second paragr aph of the preamble was voted upon in three parts. 

Sub-paragraph (a) was adopted by 48 votes to one, with one abstention. 

Sub-paragraph (b) was adopted by 42 votes to one , with 7 abstentions . . Sub­

paragra~h (c) was adopted by 47 votes to one , with 2 abstentions. The paragraph 

~s a ~hole vas then adopte4 by 45 votes ·to one, with 4 abstentions . 

9. The third, fourth and fifth paragraphs of the preambl e ~€re each adopted 

by 44 votes t o one, with 5 abstentions . 

10. Paragraph 1 of the operative part of the resolution -was adopted by 

45 votes to one, with 5 abstentions , 
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11.. Paragraph 2 was adopted by 44 votes to 5, with 3 abstentions~ 

12.. Paragraph 3 was adopted by 46 votes to one., with 4 abstentions. 

13_. Paragraph 4 was adopted by 45 votes t6 4, with 2 abstentions_. 

1\. Paragraph 5 was adopted by 45 votes to 3, with 3 abstentions. 

15 . As regards ~aragraph 6 , _ the Committee voted first on that part of 

sub-paragraph (a) reading 11 though it should not exceed that which applied una,er 

the Mandates System" , vhich was adopted by 35 votes to 5, with 11 abstentions. 

'Ihe Committee next voted on sub-paragraph (a) as a whole, whi c~ was adopted by 

40 votes to one, with 10 abstentions. It then voted on sub- paragraph (b), 
adopted by 46. yotes to one, with 4 abstentions and, finally, on paragraph 6 as 

a ~hole which was adopted by 41 votes to one, with 9 abstentions . 

16 . Paragraph 7 was voted on in parts. The first part, up to and including the 

words "International Court of Justice" was adopted by 43 votes to 2, with 

7 abstentions . The remainder of the paragraph waa adopted by 48 vote's to one, • 

with 2 abstentions_; the paragraph as a whole was adopted by 43 votes to 2 , 

wi_th 7 abstentions . 

17. Paragraph 8 was adopted by 50 votes to one, and paragraph 9 by 49 votes , 

to. one . 

18_. Paragraphs 10 and 11 were each adopted by 47 votes to one, with 3 abstentions. 

19. Paragraph 12 was voted on in parts . Sub- paragraph (a) was adopted by'39 

votes to 12,'with one_ abstention. Sub-paragraph (b) was adopted by 39 votes to 

8, with 6 abstentions . Sub- paragrai;h ( c) was adopted by 39 votes to 8, ;with 

4 abstentions, and sub-paragraph (d) by 45 votes to 6, with 1 abstention. The 

paragraph a_s a whol e was then adopted by a roll- call vote of 39 to 8, with 6 

abstentions. The _voting was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Burma, Chile , 

China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Denmark, Ecuador., 

Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Greece , Guatemala, Haiti, 

India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, Liberia, 'Mexico, 

Nicaragua, Norway, Pakistan, Panarr.a, Peru, Philippines, 

Saudi Arabia, Sweden, Syria, Thailand, United States of 

America, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia. 
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.Against : Belgium, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic , 

Czechoslovakia, Fr ance, Poland, Ukrainian Soviet 

Socialist Republic, Union of ~outh Afric•a_,. Union of 

Soviet Socialist Republics . 

Abstaining : Australi~, Canada, I srael, Netherlands, New Zealand, 

United Kingdom of Great ~ritain and Nor thern Ireland. 

20_. · Paragraph 13 was · adopted.by 44 votes to 6, With 2 abstentions . 

21_. Paragraph 14 was adopted by 43 votes to 6 , wi th 3 abst,entions. 

22. 'The joint draft resolution as a whole (A/C.4/L.305/Rev. l _ and Add. l) was ther" 

adopted by a roll-call vote of 41 to one, with 11 abstentions . 'The voting was 

as foll ows : 

I n favour: 

.Against: 

Abstaining: 

Afghanistan, Ar gentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Burma; Canada, 

Chile , China, Colombia, Costa Rica , Cuba, Denmark, 

Ecuador; Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Greece, Guatemala, 

Haiti, India, Indonesia; Iran, Iraq, I srael, Lebanon . , 
Liberia, Mexico ,- Nicaragua, ~orway, Pakistan, Panama, 

Peru, Philippines , Saudi Arabia, Sweden, Syria, 'Ihailan~, 

United States of Arr.erica, Uruguay, Vene~,uela , Yugoslavia . 

Union of South Afri ca . 

Australia, Belgium, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic . 

Czechoslovakia, France , Netherlands, :New Zealand, Poland, 

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic , Union of Soviet 

·Socialist Republics , . United Kingdom of Great Britain 

and Northern Ireland. 

23 ._ concurrently with the above joint draft resolution (A/C . 4/L.305/Rev.l and 

Add.1) , the Committee considered a joint draft resolution (A/C .4/L.306 and Aad.l) 

submitted at the 360th ~eetirg on 10 November 1953 by AfF,hanistan, Burma, Egypt 
. - ---=..:=-.::.., 

India, Indonesia, Iraq, Pakistan, the Philippines, Saudi Arabia , Syria and 

Uruguay·, whereby the General Assembly -would (l) reiterate its resolutions 65 ( I) 

of 14 December 1946, 141 (II) of 1 November 1947, 227 (III) of 26 November 1948 . , 
. 337 ( IV) of 6 December 1949, 449 B ( V) of 13 December 1950 _and 570 B ( VI) of 

19 January 1952, to the effect that the . Territory of Sou~h West Africa shoula. . be 
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placed under the International Trusteeship System; and (2) reassert that the 

normal way of modifyi ng the international status of the Territory would be to 

place it under the Trusteeship System by rr.eans of a Trusteespip Agreement in 

ac_cordance with the provisions of Chapter XII of the Charter. 

24. At its 364th mee_ting_ on 12 N0 vember 1953, the Corr.mittee voted on the joint 

dr_aft resolution (A/C . 4/L. 306 and Add. 1). 

25 . The first par agraph of the preamble was adopted by 44 votes to one, with 

7 _abstentions . 

26. 'Ihe second paragraph of the preamble was voted _on in parts. Sub- paragraph 

(a) was adopted by 39· votes to 6, with 6 abstentions. Sub-paragraph (b) was 

adopted by 39 votes to one , with_ 12 abstentions . The second paragraph of _the 

pr_earnble , as a whole, was then adopted by 39 votes to one, with 12 abstentions. 

27. The thir_d paragraph of the preamble was adopted by 44 votes to one, with 

6 _abstentions . 

28. Paragraph. 1 of the operative part of the resolution was adopted by 42 

vo.tes to one, with 8 abstentions. 

29,. Paragraph 2 was adopted by 43 votes to one, with 7 abstentions . 

30. The joint draft resolution a_s a whole was then adopted by a roll- call vote 

of 42 to one, with 10 abstentions . The voting was as follows : 

In favour: Afghanistan, Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Burma, 

Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic , Chile, China, 

Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Ecuador, 

Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Guatemala, Haiti, .India, 

Indonesia, Iran, !rag, Israel, Lebanon, Liberia, 

Against : 

Abstaining : 

Mexico, Nicar agua, Norway, P~kistan, Panama, Peru, 

Philipp:iines, Poland, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Thaiiand, 

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet 

Socialist Republics , United States of America, Uruguay, 

Venezuela , Yugoslavia . 

Union of South Africa . 

Australia, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France, Greece, 

_Netherlands, New Zealand, Sweden, ~nited Kingdom of 

Great ·Britain and Northern Ireland. 

31. The Fourth Committee therefore recommends to the General Assembly the 

adoption of the following resolutions. 
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QUESTION OF SOU'IH WEST AFRICA 

Resolution A 

The General Assembly, 

Having accepted, by resoluticn 449 A (V) of 13 December 1950 and by 

resolution 570 (VI) of 19 January 1952, the advisory opinion of the Internatiopal 

Court of Justice with respect to South We~t Africa, 

Recalling that the advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice 

with respect to the Territory of South West Africa sets f orth, inter alia, that: 

(a) The Territory of.South West Africa is a Territory under the 

International Mandate as_sureed by the Union of South Africa on 17 December 1920, 

(b) The Union of South Africa acting alone has not the competence to 

modify 'the international status of the Territory of South West Africa, and that 

the compe~ence to determine and modify the international status of the Territory 

rests with the Union of South Africa acting with the consent of the United Nations , 

( c) The Uni'c,n of South Africa continues to have the international 

obligations stated in Article 22 of.the Covenant of the League of Nations and 

in the Mandate for South West Africa as well as the obligation to transmit 

petitions from the inhabitants of that Territory, the supervisory functions to 

be exercised by the United Nations, to ~hich the annual reports and the petitions 

are to be submitted, 

Considering that, i n accordance with the opinion of the International Court 

of Justice, the Union of South Africa is under an obligation to accept the 

compulsory jurisdiction of the Court as provided by Article 37 of the Statute 

of the International Court of Justice , by Article ea, paragraph l, of the 

Charter of the United Nations and by article 7 of the Mandate for South \-Jest 

Africa, 

Having reconstituted the Ad Hee Committee on South West Africa, consisting 

of the representatives of Nor~ay, Syria, Thailand, the United States of America 

and Uruguay, by General Assembly resolution 570 A (VI) of 19 January 1952 and, 

by General Assembly resolution 651 (VII) of 20 December 1952, ha~ing continued it 

on the same basis as before , 
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Having considered the reports of the aforesaid Ad Hoe Committee, i. e . 

docUJl!ent A/2261 submitted on 21 November 1952 and documents A/2475 and Adds . l 

and 2 .submitted on 16 Sept ember, 8 October· and 9 November 1953, 

1. Commends the Ad Hoe Committee on South West Africa for i ts earnest and 

constr~ctive efforts to find a mutual ly satisfactory basis of agreement; 

2 . Records with deep regret t hat the Goverrur.ent of the Union of • 

South Africa continues in its refusal to assist in the implerr.entation of the 

advisory opinion of the Irrternational Court of Justice concerning South West 

Africa, and continues to maintain that the Union of South Africa has no 

international commitments as the result of the demise of the League of Nations , 

and that the Governrr.ent of the Union of South Africa is prepared only to enter 

into new arrangements for the Territory of South West Africa with the Principal 

Allied and Associated Powers of the First World War (France, the United Kingdom 

and the United States of America) , and not with the United Nations ; 

3. Notes with concern that ' as required by paragr aph 6 of General Assembly 

resolution 570 A (VI) , the Ad Hoe Committee was unable to examine.reports on the 

administration of t~e Territory of South Hest Africa because again no such 

report.s were submi~ted by the Government of the Union of South Africa ; 

4. Notes with further regret that the Union of South Africa has refused 

to co- operate with the United Nations concerning the submission of petitions 

in accprdance with the procedures of the Mandates System; 

5. Notes the contents of the communications rel ating t o South West Africa 

received by the Ad Hoe Committee in 1951, 1952 and 1953 from sources within and 

outside the Territor y of South West Africa and conta ined in the aforesaid 

report,s o:f the Ad Hoe Commi ~tee; 

6 . Affirms that, in order to i mplerr.ent the advisory opinion of the 

International Court ·of Justice with regard to South Hest Africa, 

(a) The supervision of the admi nistration of South Hest Africa, though 

it should not exceed that which applied under the Man~ates System, should be 

exercised by the United Nations ; judicial supervision by the International 

Court of Justice , which the Union Government is prepared to accept, is not in 

accordance with the .advisory opi nion expressed by that Court and accepted by 

the General Assembly; 



A/2572 
English 
Page 8 

(b) . 'Ihe Union Goverrin:ent sho_uld assu.ree its obligati~-,;:; to the United Nations 

and not, as proposed ,by the Union Government, to the three Powers (France, 

the Un.ited Kingdom and the United States of America) as principals; 

7. Ap~eals solemnly to the Government of the Union of South Africa to 

reconsider its position, and urges it to continue negotiations with the 

Committee op South West Africa in accordance with the aforesaid principles for 

the purpose of concluding an agreement providing for the full implementation of 
• . 

the advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice; and urges it further 

to res'l.lllle submission of reports on the administration of the Territory of 

South Hest Africa and to transmit to the United Nat-ions petitions from 

indivic~nls or groups of the population of the Territory; 

8. Recalls and reaffirms that the Territory of South West Africa is a 

Territory under the Internat,ional Mandate assumed by the Union of South Africa 

on 17 pecember 1920; 

9. Reaffirms further that the Uni9n of South Africa continues to have the 

international obligations stated in Article 22 of the Covenant of the League of 

Nations and in the Mandate for South West Africa as well as the obligation to 

:transmit pet _i tions from the inhabitants of that Territory, the supervisory 

functions to be exercised by the United Nations, to which the annual reports 

and th~ petitions are to be submitted; 

10. Considers that without United Nations supervision the inhabitants of 

the Territory are deprived of the international supervision envisaged by the . . 
Covenant of the League of Nations; 

ll. Believes that it would not fulfil its obligations towards the 

inhabitants of South West Africa if it were not to assume the supervisory 

responsibilities with regard to the Territory of South West Africa which were , 
former.ly exercised by the Lea_gue of Nations ; 

12. Establishes , until such time as an agreement is reached between the 

United Nations and the Union of South Africa, a Committee on South West Africa 

consisting of nine members and requests this corrimittee to: 

(a) Examine, within the scope of the Questionnaire adopted by the 

Permanent Mandat es Commission of the League of Nations in 1926, such information 

and documentation as may be available in respect of the Territory _of South West 

Africa; 
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(b) Examine , as far as possible , in accordance with the procedure of the 

former Mandates pystem, reports and petiti ons which may be submitted to the 

Committee or to the Secretary- General; 

(c) Transmit to the General Assembly a report concerning conditions in the 

Terri•tory taking into account , as far as possible , the scot:e of the reports 

of the Permanent Mandates Corr.mi ssion of the League of Nations ; 

(d) Pr epar e , for the considerati on of the General Assembly, a procedure for 

the examination of reports and petitions which should conf orm as far as possible 

to tbe procedure folloved in this respect by the Assembly, the Council and the 

Perman~nt Mandates Commission of the League of Nations; 

15. Authorizes the Committee to continue negotiations with the Union df 

South Africa in order t o i mplement ful ly ~he advisory opinion of the International 

Court o,f Justice regarding the question of South West Africa; . 

14. Requests the Committee to submit reports on its activities to the 

General Assembl y at its regular sessions . 

Resolution B 

The General Assembly, 

Having recow.mended, by its resolutions 65 (I) of 14 December 1946, 
141 ( I I) of 1 November 1947, 227 (III) of 26 November 1948, 337 (IV) of 

6 December 1949, 449 B (V) of 13 December 1950 and 570 B (VI) of'_ 19 January 1952, 

that the Mandated Territory of South West Africa be pl aced under the· International 

Trusteeship System, and having repeatedly invited the Government of the Union 

of South Africa to propose, for the consideration of the General Assembly, 

a Tr usteeship Agreen:ent for South West Africa, 

Having acce~ted, by resolution 449 A ( V) of 13 December 1950, the advisory 

opinion of 11 July 1950 of the I nt ernational Court of Justice concerning 

South West Africa, inter alio., to the effect that: 

(a) \-Jhile II the provis lons of Chapter XII of the Charter do not impose 

on the Union of South Africa a legal obligation to place the Terr itory under 

the Trusteeship Syste_m" , they are appl icable 11 to the Terr itor y of South West 

Africa in the sense that they provide a means by which the Territory may be 

brought under the Trusteeship System" , 
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(b) "The Union of South Africa acting alone has not the competence to 

modify the internationa1 · status of the Territory of South West Africa, and 

that the competence to determine and modify the international status of the 

Territory rests with the Union of South Africa acting with the consent of the 

United Nations11
, . 

Considering that, in accordance with Chapter XII of the Charter, all 

mandated territories which have not achieved independence have ceen brought 

under the Trusteesbip System with the sole exception of the Territory of 
' South Hest Africa, 

1. Reiterates its resolutions 65 (I) of 14 December 1946, 141 (II) of 

l November 1947, 227 (III) of 26 November 1948; 337 (IV) of 6 December 1949, 
449 B (V) of 13 December 1950 and 570 B (VI) of 19 January 1952, to the effect 

that the Territory.of South West Africa be placed under the International 

Truste~ship System; 

2. Reasserts that the normal way of modifying the international status 

of the Territory would be to place it under the Trusteeship System by means of 

Trustee.ship Agreen:ent in accordance with the provisions of Chapter XII of the 

Charter. 




