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COMMENTARY OF TEE NETHERL~NDS DELEGATICN AT BATAVIA CN THE INTRODUCTION TO
TEE FOURTH INTERIM REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF GOOD OFFICES
ON TEE INDONESIAN QUESTION (S,/1085)

In the opinion of the Netherlands delegation, the introduction presents
2 substantielly inccompl:zte and therefore distorted visw of the situation
prevalling in Indoncsia,

It is true that ther:c has not been progress towards a political
settlement since the Third Interim Report weg presgented to the Security
Council. However, political negotiations took place until, on 23 July 1948,
the Republican delegation informed the Steering Committee that for en
unspecified period the Ropublican delcgation would discuss only subjects
concerning the implementation of the Truce Agreement. Until that date
political discussions were held in various sub-committeses of the Political
Committos.  Although, according to the rules of procedure, the Committee
did not participate in the meetings of the sub-committees, the msetings were
nevertheless held under the Committes's auspicess since the sub-committees were
set up by and would rcport to the Politicel Committoc.

The consequonces mentioned undur (a), (b) end (4) arc not - or at
lsest not soluly - caused by decley in ruaching a political settlument.

Ad (a). 43 sst forth in the Netherlands delegation's comments on the
Commitive's rsport concoerning roestrictions on the trede of Indonesia and
reascns for the dulay in the implementation of article & of the Truce
Azrevment, the deteriorati m in the cconomic situetion within the Republic is
to a large oXtent thc result of the lack of a sound administration in
Revublican-controlled arsag, Furthermors, the introduction itsslf notes
the "the Republicen authoritivs are reluctant to take eny action regarding
applications for such permits which they consider might imply the recognition
of the Methorlends Indies regulaetions”. This attitude is clcarly not a
"consequence of thu dslsy in recaching a political settlement". In this
conncxion, the introduction fails to mention thet the Nuthorlends proposals
for the regulation of goods traffic as en implementetion of the trucse were
v jocted by the Republican dolegetion in ite letter of 21 July 1948, As
rugerds the shorteges of foodstuffs, it is pointud out that the Govermment of
Indonceia made offurs of asgistance on two occosions recently, viz, on 29 July
ad /end on
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and on 2 November, the;lzttes case being brought to the attention of the
Cemmittes by tl;}j?_letﬁer; Né. 2501, of thg .l\{etherlands delegatibn dated
3 November 1948, In the first instance the Republican Government did not
take adventege of this offer, whilat in the seccnd case the Republican
Government objected to the offer on the ground that 1t was propcsed that
Netheflands members form part of a Joint supervisory committee for the
distribution of supplies. The normal exploitation of estate produce in
Republican-held territory wes impeded to a greet extent by the lack of
authority of the Republican Goverrment over the labour on estates as organized
in the "Sobsi" (Republicar. Trade Union Organization) which in turn was
instrumental in the failure of parties to reach an understanding on the status
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of estates, The econocmic situation in Republican-held territory cannot be
‘said . to have any appreciasble detrimental effect on the cconomic

rehebilitation of the Netherlands-controlled territory or on world economic
recovery in genmeral.

Ad (b). The introduction fails to show the -connexion between :
"political difficulties within the Republic" - the naturs and the extent of
which are not reported - and the delay in reaching a politiéai settlement,

The concern of the Republican Guvernment with regard to the comsultations held
between the Netherlands Govermment end representatives of non-Republican perts
of Indonesiz could hardly e construed as an internmal political difficulty.

Ad (d). The nmx;i:er of infringements of the Truce Agreement is indeed
rising, However this statement only epplies to Republicen infringements,
notably to large~scale irfiltrations of Republican-armed units in Netherlands-
controlled territory contrary to provisions of the Truce Agreement. The
fact that dslay in reaching a political settlement has not resulted in
irfringements of the truce by Fatherlands armed forces casts doubts on the
validity of the "testimcny to the relationship beitween the meintenence of
the truce and successful progress in political negotiations”.
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