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REPORT OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL

GUIDELINES FOR INTERNATIONAL DECADF.S

The Secretary-Ge~eral submits herewith the text of the Economic and Socinl
Council re~olution 1988/63 of 27 JUly 1988 entitled "Guideline. for internationnl
docades", which was recommended for adoption by the General Auembly in pursuanctl
at General Assembly resolution 42/171 of 11 December 1987.

Rt'.CJ\.iU,ng its resolution 1980/67 of 25 July 1980, in which it. ndoptocl
guidelines for internntiona1 years and annivers«ries,

N..QJ:.ing General Assembly resolution 421171 of 11 Dccambor 1987, in which
the Assembly requested the Council to submit recommondl\tions on guidolinon for
the designation of future international decades,

Ha..Y.J.l1'l_c.Qn:ti.~e,IQO the report of the Sec rotary-General on guidolinos for
international decaclos, 1/

Recommends that the Gnner~l Assembly adopt the guidelines for
international decades contained in the annex to the present resolution cn lhp
understanding that these guidelines ore not intended to apply to Unitod
Nations development decades.

3~t;h~lonary.mOl'ti Il'J
27 ,1 u l~ 1~ !H~

1/ E/1988/58 and Corr.1.
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ANNEX

1. The 8ubject propo~ed for 8 decade should be consistent with the purposos
and principles of the United Nations, as stated in the Charter. It should be
of priority ~oncern in the p~litical economic, social, ~ultural, humanitarian
or human ri(lhto field, and should reoquire 10nlJ-·term action at tha
international or regional lev~l and at th9 national lpvel. Action on the
5ubjPct should contribute to the development of international co-operation or
the strehgthening of univer~al pea~a.

2. !n arealll wharB eff~cti.ve programmes alrEady exist, international decades
should be proclaimed o~lV i~ thay can he expected to produce results that
wou16 not otherw13e ba uchievad.

3. As a rule, overlappin~ o( de~ades should be avoided. A new international
1ecade should be initiated only if it is clea~ that the United Naticns system
has the substantive, administrative and financial capacity to pl~y an
effective role in the implemontation of a programme for the decade.

4. Before a new decade is proposed. consideration should ba given to the
possibility of an observance for a shorter period of time.

5. PrOpl")~al3 for intern3tional decades sho .... ld include a draft programme (Jf
acti~r witt well-defined objPctives and activities to be carried out at the
int~rnational, region~l and national levels. The activiLies shuuld be
designed to lFuc:1 to clearly identHiable results. The draft programme of
~ction should indicate the proposed orqanizationdl arrangements and modalitics
for ;'inanc~ng, from both budgetar:v and extrabudgetary sources, as well as
jJfccedares for monitoring implementation. Provision should also be made for
puolic infcrm~tion activities.

6. The draft programme of action should indicate a lead agency or agencies
tor the decade and the mechanisms to be used for co-ordinating the activ~t;os

of thA organizations of the United Nations system, as well as those of the
other intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations concerned.

7. At the natic..nal le"dl, the programme of action should provide fOI the
establishment of national committees or othLr mechanisms to mobilize public
support and carry out activities connected with the decade.
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C. f.r.gceduj,"!ts fg[ .tn.e. p'QClill'llA.tJ.Q.lL..Q.f- inte[n3~ignal decad,s

r Proposals for international decades
Social Council so that it may review

tha views of the Committee for Programme
interyovernmental bodies concerned.

shQuld be submitted to the Economic
the purpose and timi~q, drawing on
and CO-Qr_inatiQn and other

9. The General Assembly should proclaim an internctional decade after the
prorosal has been thoroughly revieweu by the intergnvernmental bodies
concerne~ and the views of all Member States and of the non-governmental
organizations concerned have b~en taken into account. For thls purpose there
should be a~ interval of two years between the intrL~uction of the profosal in
the Economic and Social Council and the proclamation o! the decade by the
General Assembly.

0. There should be sufficient time ~)etween the procll ..It L>n (If the 1ecade by
th~ Gonel~l Assembly and the start of the decade to allow for pleparatory work
at the international, regional and national levels.

11. When a second dn~ddu on a particular SUbject is proposed, the following
should be taken into consideration I

(8) There sh~ ~d be a wo-year preparatory period between the end of the
first decade and th, start of the second fQr drafting the programme of ection
for the second decade;

(b) Steps should be taken to ensure that the expertise and experience
acquired during the first decade are reta;ncd, in order to ensure the prompt
i~plemantation of activities once a secQnd dbc~de is launched;

(c) The mid-term and end· term reviews of the first decade should be used
as a baseline fQr the programme Qf action for the second decade;

(d) A secQnd decade should bo proclaimed only if the objective~ of the
first d~cade have not hoen fully attained and if there are good prnspects for
attaining them, particularly in cases where projects or programmes of the
fir~t decade have reachrJ ~n ndvanccd stagu of implementation.

D. Rf.!Y.h~.w. _\l.l)~_~l'.t>J:~JlI..oL.QL.th~_j.mv..t~~.ent!'J; ;·9U
9.f. .t. h ~ .."p.r-9gr.~.rnlML.Q..L_~.s;.t.1QD......Q..U..b.t1_Q.e.~~~.t~

12. The implementation of the programme of action of the decade should
notl'1lally be reviewed by all appropriate intergovernmental body at the mid-point
and ond of the decade. When a world conference on the SUbject of an
international decade is convened within the period of the decade, suc~ a
Cl)nference sho'Jld serve, Jttt"H_.~l..i$l, as an instrument for the review and
appraisal of the implolnentation of the programme of action of the c'ecade.
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