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World Climate Change Conference

The General Assembly,

Acknowledging that change in the earth’s climate and its adverse effects are a
common concern of humankind,

Acknowledging also that the global nature of climate change calls for the
widest possible cooperation, consistent with the provisions of the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change,1

Welcoming the ongoing work in the United Nations system on climate change,
in particular within the framework of the Convention which is the key instrument for
addressing this global concern,

Recalling the Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development2 and the
Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development,3 adopted
by the Summit held in Johannesburg, South Africa, from 26 August to 4 September
2002,

Recalling also the Delhi Ministerial Declaration on Climate Change and
Sustainable Development, adopted by the Conference of the Parties to the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change at its eighth session, held at
New Delhi from 23 October to 1 November 2002,

__________________
1 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1771, No. 30822.
2 Report of the World Summit on Sustainable Development, Johannesburg, South Africa, 26

August-4 September 2002 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.03.II.A.1), chap. I,
resolution 1, annex.

3 Ibid., resolution 2, annex.
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Recognizing with concern the findings of the third assessment report of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change4 which confirm that significant cuts in
global emissions will be necessary to meet the ultimate objective of the Convention,
and recognizing the ongoing consideration by the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and
Technological Advice of the implications of the report,

Reaffirming the Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable
Development, in which States that have ratified the Kyoto Protocol to the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change5 strongly urge States that have
not yet done so to ratify it in a timely manner,6

Recognizing the need for strengthening scientific and technological capabilities
and networks for the exchange of scientific data and information,

Stressing that the World Climate Change Conference will be supportive of the
Convention process,

Noting the importance of broad participation in this process by Governments,
parliaments, international and national organizations, the scientific community, the
private sector and other representatives of civil society,

1. Welcomes the initiative of the Government of the Russian Federation to
convene the World Climate Change Conference at Moscow from 29 September to 3
October 2003 as a forum aimed at exchanging views among the scientific
community, Governments, parliaments, international and national organizations, the
private sector and other representatives of civil society and at facilitating the
implementation of existing policies related to climate change;

2. Encourages Member States and relevant organizations and institutions of
the United Nations system, as well as other international and national organizations,
parliaments, the scientific community, the private sector and other representatives of
civil society, to participate actively in the Conference;

3. Invites Member States, the United Nations system and all other actors to
take advantage of the Conference in order to increase awareness of the importance
of international efforts to address climate change.

__________________
4 Climate Change, 2001 (Cambridge, United Kingdom, Cambridge University Press, July 2001

and March 2002), four vols.
5 FCCC/CP/1997/7/Add.1, decision 1/CP.3, annex.
6 Report of the World Summit on Sustainable Development, Johannesburg, South Africa, 26

August-4 September 2002 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.03.II.A.1), chap. I,
resolution 2, annex, para. 38.


