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Note by the secretariat

1. By its decision 1/COP.5, the Conference of the Parties (COP) decided to
establish a conmittee for the review of the inplementation of the Convention
(CRI Q). It decided also that the first session of the CRIC, to be held in

Novenber 2002, shall review updates to reports already available and/or new
reports fromall regions.

2. Furt her nore, pursuant to decision 11/COP.1, the secretariat was
requested to conpile the sumuaries of reports submitted by affected country
Parties and any group of affected country Parties that nakes a joint
comuni cation, directly or through a conpetent subregional or regional
or gani zati on. The sane decision also defined the format and content of
reports and required, in particular, a summary of the national report not to
exceed six pages.

3. The present document contains the summaries of reports submitted by 17
country Parties and one subregional organi zation from the Northern
Medi terranean, Central and Eastern Europe and other country Parties before 15
August 2002. The secretariat has also made these reports available on its
Web site (http://ww. unccd.int).

! Reproduced without formal editing.
CE. 02- 64240
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. SUMVARI ES OF NATI ONAL REPORTS

ALBANI A

In the summary of the report that reflects neasures taken in our country for
the inplenentation of the UN Convention to Conbat Desertification, the core
of the problens dealt with in each chapter will be presented.

Considering this first presentation  of the situation related to
desertification in our country inportant, the description goes beyond the
date when Al bania adhered to the Convention (April 2000).

Sorme requirenents that could take place at the end of each chapter are not
included there, as they have been expressed in the planned projects and
activities enclosed in the report.

Strategies and the priorities identified in the franework of plans
and/or policies of sustainable devel opnent

There have been reviewed strategies and plans of areas.

After studying the strategies and plans undertaken in different areas rel ated
with issues of land protection and control over degradati on and
desertification, the follow ng statenments can be nade:

These strategies and plans incorporate the concern on |and protection and
project different actions, but the place this problem occupies and the
steps/actions that are planned are different from one strategy/plan to the
ot her.

There are no detailed plans for actions that need to be undertaken for the
future and there is no detailed strategy or action plan.

The facts/information drawn from the study materials will be used for the
preparation of an efficient national action programme (NAP) avoiding
unnecessary duplication and overl appi ng.

The changes that have taken place after the 1990s have brought about the need
of choosing and adaptation of the know edge/data related to land protection
and desertification so far accumulated, and what is nore inportant, the
drafting of new strategies and action plans, introduction of new concepts
(public awareness, participation etc.).

A NAP has been adopted for the inplenmentation of the Convention. The planned
technical/scientific activities aim at raising society's awareness of
Convention principles as well as in undertaking concrete actions for |and
protection and desertification processes control.

In the Institute of Earth Studies, there has been developed a pilot project
on land use. Al banian specialists trained in Switzerland have been involved
in this project and foreign technical assistance was provided through a well -
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known specialist for Geographic Information Systens (A S). The pilot project
has used contenporary progranmnmes and net hods.

One of the conponents of the project was erosions coefficient change through
identifying a structure of agricultural and forest plants that help in
protecting the active layers of the earth and its productivity. On the basis
of the reconmendations of the pilot project (2002) this year a big project
will be inplenented for |and use.

Institutional nmeasures taken to inplenent the Convention

The Coordinating Board is being established to coordinate central and | ocal
Il evel activities in order to control land desertification. The Board will
have an inter-ninisterial conposition with representatives fromthe Mnistry
of the Environment (ME), Mnistry of Agriculture and Food (MAF), Mnistry of
I ndustry and Energy (ME), Mnistry of Local Governance and Decentralization
(MGD), Agriculture University of Tirana (AUT), NGCs, as well as
representatives from district and prefecture levels, under the chairmanship
of the Mnister of the Environnent.

O her Mnistries including ME, as well as several structures that operate in
nati onal |evel such as the Territory Regulation Council of the Republic of
Al bania, National Water Council etc., directly or indirectly act and extend
their control on desertification as a part of the activity, having it as a
conponent of their work.

To sunmarize, it can be said that in this period the |legal franework on |and
reformis being conpleted. At the same tine, the law on public properties is
bei ng approved and the transfer of the ownership to local governments (2001)
has taken place. The legal framework on forestry and pastures is being
conpleted and work has started for the decentralization of forests and
pastures (2001). During 2002 the law on soil protection is to be el aborated,
as well as sonme by-laws on adm ni stration.

Partici patory process in support of preparation and
i npl enentati on of action programes

For the awareness-raising process on land protection from degradati on and
desertification and for the preparation and inplenmentation of the action
programme, the participation of as many groups of actors as possible (central
and local authorities, NGOs, l|local conmunities etc.) is considered as very
i nportant. Thus already established contacts wll continue to intensify in
the future.

It has been operated in three nmain directions in order to wthdraw the
opi ni on of the above-nentioned actors, as follows:

e through bilateral and mnultilateral contacts and consultations undertaken
with representatives of different institutions/organizations;

e through nmeetings organized at local level, wth representatives of
different public adnministration bodies, to wthdraw their opinion on
i ssues related to desertification and effective ways of sol utions:
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e« through a questionnaire that was distributed to sone actors (local
authorities, NG3), in order to get an answer on sone inportant issues on
actual and prospective work on | and desertification.

Most of the time, the know edge and awareness of farnmers and |ocal
communities on land protection issues and desertification phenonena, have
been a function of the activities of the structures that operate at central
or local level. The sane thing can be said for publications.

Mai n messages sent out during the nmeetings and contacts with different actors
have been nearly the same, reflecting a general worry expressed by all |ocal
communities every tine the issues of |and degradation is raised.

There are plans to include all of the above-nmentioned actors (public
adm ni stration bodies, foreign organizations and civil society) in the NAP
i mpl ement ati on process.

Consul tative process in support of the preparation and inpl enentation of
nati onal action programes and partnership agreenents with
devel oped country parties and other interested entities

AimMing to ensure a contribution from different partners in the elaboration
and later inplenentation processes of the national action progranme,
consul tations have been organized with interested entities considered as
fruitful collaborators during the process of the inplenentation of the action
programme. To be nentioned are United Nations Devel opnment Programme (UNDP),
International Fund for Agricultural Developnent (IFAD), the Wrld Bank and
the d obal Environnent Facility (GEF).

Representatives of these organizations intend to assist in preparation and
i npl enent ati on of t he nati onal action progr anmmes. I nt ernati onal
representatives, knowing the situation of |and degradation in the country,
regard the el aboration and inplenentation of the NAP in Al bania as inperative
and have expressed their commtnment to take part in the inplenmenting process.
Those partners are seen from our part as a factor that can generate funds to
hel p the inplenmentation of the NAP. Mreover, two of them the Wrld Bank and
| FAD, have carried out and are running projects that serve land protection
and control desertification.

Currently assistance has been assured from |IFAD, for the inplenentation of
awar eness-rai sing canpaigns. In towns where their third project has just
started being inmplenented, in the framework of the awareness-raising
canpaigns of the project, nessages on land protection and desertification
control will be sent out. These nessages are currently being el aborated by M
staff and |FAD project staff. Such cooperation is ensured by the forestry
project of the World Bank as wel | .

The UNEP Priory Actions Programme Regional Activity Centre (PAPRAC) is seen
from our part as a potential partner to contribute to the inplenentation of
the NAP. It operates at Mediterranean level and has contributed in our
country by carrying out a nission on erosion (January 2000).
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Measures taken or planned within the franework of national action programres,
i ncl udi ng nmeasures to inprove the econonic environnment, to conserve natural
resources and pronote their sustainable use, to inprove institutional
organi zation, to inprove know edge on desertification and its control,
and to nonitor and assess desertification and drought

Land degradation and desertification in our country have been considered
potentially high as the result of climatic and terrestrial factors. But, this
ki nd of degradati on becones nore evident fromthe influence of socio-economic
factors. A high scale of land erosion is observed that is the consequence
above all, of indiscrimnate deforestation and destruction of natural neadows
and pastures to get soil for agriculture; the cultivation of inclined and
very inclined soils with vegetation; indiscrimnate cutting of forests for
fuel wood; overgrazing of neadows and pastures up to the extinction of the
existing plants; filling and/or getting out of function of ditches of high
wat ers; application of ground irrigation, uncontrolled urbanization,
abandonnent of | and etc.

Using the Universal Soil Loss Equation (USLE) values of soil loss from
erosion vary between 20-40 tons/ hectare/year.

The state of natural resources and the scale of desertification, evaluated up
to the nmonent of NAP conpilation, helped in the elaboration of the NAP to
give recommendations on desertification factors, on priorities that will be
followed, as well as neasures and investnents to be undertaken to conbat
desertification.

Projects on land protection and desertification control wll be inplenented
in specific regions.

In Albania there are sonme ongoing projects financially supported by the Wrld
Bank, the United States Agency for International Developnment (USAID), the
European Union (EU) etc., that in one way or another are related with the
natural resources nmanagenent. To be nentioned are: the Project of Irrigation
and Drainage Rehabilitation, the Project of Real Estate Registration, the
Project of Private Forestry, the Pilot Project for the preparation of GS in
the Institute of Soil Science (1SS) and the Programme of Small Grants in the
framework of CGEF of UNDP, three |FAD Projects, the Project of Agricultural
Services. Al the above-nentioned projects have elenents that contribute to
conbating desertification and are elaborated and developed based on
principles such as participation and partnership, thus being in line with the
princi pl es on which the UNCCD i s set up.

The preservation of national natural resources is a priority of elaborated
action programmes that are to be inplenented in our country (Al bania) in the
framework of the Green Strategy, NEAP 2001, Biodiversity Strategy and Action
Plan, National Strategy of Waters, Energy Action Plan, Gowth and Poverty
Reduction Strategy (CGPRS) etc. 1In these progranmes respective nmeasures
rel ated to sustai nabl e nanagenent of natural resources are defined as well.

A direction that is getting the attention of public admnistration bodies
responsi ble for natural resource managenment is decentralization. Actually it
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is going towards the decentralization of power and delegation of duties to
| ocal actors, in a process that has just started.

An increased autonony of local governance is in process. Conpetencies are
bei ng delegated for the governance of forests and pastures that have passed
to the use of local authority units, and awareness-raising canpaigns rel ated
to conmunity participation in the governance of forests and pastures in
communal use are being organized. Associations of water usage setup at
community level are nanaging irrigation problens related to the comrmunity
i ncl uded on them

The contribution of Al banian and foreign partners in the elaboration process
of the NAP has been present. (In this context neetings and working tables to
exchange opinions and contribute to the preparation of the NAP have been
or gani zed, with representatives from the mnistries of agriculture,
envi ronnent, energy, |ocal governance, scientific agricultural institutions,
uni versities, environmental NGOs, as well as representatives of international
organi zations that operate in Al bania (Wrld Bank, UNDP, |FAD, USAID)).

Fi nanci al allocations fromnational budgets in support of inplenentation as
well as financial assistance and technical cooperation received and needed,
identifying and prioritizing requirenents

Funds given for land protection from degradation and desertification are
generally nade up by donations that the governnment give through MAF, as well
as those coming out from ongoing programmes with support/funds mainly from
i nternati onal organizations, nentioned in the previous chapters. These
conprise the existing recourses of financing.

Funds at the disposition of Ilocal governments from the state budget are
generally scarce. The same can be said for incones from taxation and other
resources that do not go to protect land from desertification. In this
framework, it is understandable to adnit that l|ocal funds used on issues
related to land protection are little and negligible in conparison with the
need that area has to be protected or rehabilitated.

As the first step the request for the next year’'s state budget, to allocate
more funds that will go on soil protection from degradation and
desertification, is foreseen. (Main possibilities for bigger and direct funds
for land protection and rehabilitation are from three big projects underway:
two funded by the World Bank and one by | FAD).

The financing of NAP from the state budget for the nonent seens to be
difficult (nevertheless plans are drawn up for the financing of two
activities that will be undertaken).

In such regard, funds coning from abroad would be an enornous contribution
for the NAP. To this aim financial assistance is required from GEF, the
Wrld Bank, UNDP, |IFAD, as well as PAP/RAC (as a structure that supports
projects and activities in the regional framework).
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Even though the above-nentioned donors have expressed their readiness and
financing possibilities are being exanined, there are no concrete plans for
projects to be inplenented.

Wth | FAD, compn awareness-raising canpaigns are planned to be carried out
in the framework of the NAP (third ongoing project of |FAD).

Revi ew of benchmarks and indicators utilized to nmeasure progress and
assessnent thereof

The Committee of Environment Protection, established in the early 1990s,
which was transfornmed in Septenber 2001 in the Mnistry of the Environnent,
got the task of observation, managenent and nonitoring of the environment, as
well as setup of the national capacity for the elaboration and distribution
of the gathered information. Environnmental observation and nonitoring in
Albania is carried out using all national capacities that have environnental
i ssues or specific environnental conponents as the focus of their activity.

Actually, data gathered from information systens in all the fields
(agriculture, environnent, energy, pollution and their treatnent, clinate
changes, biodiversity, etc.) are coordinated and harnoni zed by the M which
does the information elaboration, summarizing them in the State of the
Envi ronment National Report (published every other year). Wrk is underway
for the data included in this report to be standardized based on the
requi renents of the European Environnent Agency on this issue.

ARMENI A

According to article 26 of the UNCCD and decisions of the Conference of
Parties (11/COP.1 and 1/COP.5) Arnenia submits its Second National Report on
measures undertaken in the Republic to inplenment the Convention. The report
has been prepared according to the "Explanatory Note and Help GCuide"
(1CCD/ CRIC(1)/ I NF. 7).

A nunber of national experts and nenbers of the Coordinating Committee were
i nvol ved into national report preparation.

Arnmenia expresses its sincere gratitude to the secretariat of the UNCCD for
fi nanci al and net hodi cal support during national report preparation.

After submitting the first national report to the secretariat of the UNCCD
(2000) Arnmenia has wundertaken activities to conbat desertification. To
implement articles of the Convention the following priority national plans
and strategies were identified.

A law on compl ex and annual measures on Sevan Lake ecosystens rehabilitation,
conservation, renovation and use was adopted in 2001. An inventory of the
land of different use, functional zoning of the Lake Sevan water basin,
identifying the borders of reserve zones and l|land use schenes, revision of
the land cadastre cost in the region, rehabilitation of danaged |and and
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| andscapes is provided in the framework to conbat desertification, prevent
| and degradation and | and rehabilitation

In 2001, on the decision of the Government, an “Interim strategy for poverty
reduction” was approved. A project “Natural resources managenent and poverty
reduction” for two marzes i s under devel opnent.

In 1999, follow ng decision N246 of the Governnent, a project and work plan
for solving the priority problens of transboundary and nount ai nous
settlenents of the Republic, including the inprovement for |and resources,
wer e approved.

A “Strategy on biodiversity conservation and national action plan” project
was devel oped, providing efforts to conbat desertification and |and
degradati on.

The “Rehabilitation of Lake GIli” project was initiated in 2000. The aimis
rehabilitation of the wetland biodiversity of the Republic and ecol ogical
bal ance of ecosystens.

In 2001, following a decision of the GCovernnment, a national report
“Sust ai nabl e devel opment of settlenents” was approved.

In 2001, the Covernment approved the concept of developnent for nelioration
measures by decision "On agricultural nelioration devel opnent neasures” and
the “Melioration nmeasures developnent programme (2002-2005)" is under
devel opnent .

I mpl enent ati on of project “Dyke safety” has been initiated, which will ensure
safety of population and increase welfare, by involving new irrigating |ands
into the agricultural cycle.

In 2001-2005 a project “Developnent of Irrigation Systens” is to be
i npl enented, ainmed mainly to increase the water supply for irrigating
territories, ensuring sustainable production of agricultural goods by
increasing the harvesting and benefits from the agricultural production,
decreasi ng the exploration expenses.

“Project on Agricultural Services”, started in 2001, provides increasing
living conditions for rural population in eight marzes by devel oping snall
rural enterprises, incone generation for poor househol ds and food provision

The NAP conducted revision of scientific-technical activities and identified
priorities to conbat desertification and | and degradation, nainly:

e ldentifying dynami cs of |andscapes qualitative and quantitative data

. Devel opment of a strategy for regulating the anthropogenic pressure on the
envi ronnent

. Devel opnment of nmethodol ogies for ecological nonitoring on biogenocenous
condi tion

. | mproving the farning system
 Devel opnment of and inplenmenting agro-forest nelioration neasures
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. Bi odi versity conservation and sust ai nabl e use

Special attention is to be paid to the problenms of ecological nodelling,
analysing and forecasting of the desertification processes, as well as
developing criteria for desertification. The role of Governnent in
establishing and coordinating local and international |evel cooperation and
i nvolving financial, human, managerial and technical resources, strengthening
nati onal scientific centres and procurenent of nodern technol ogies.

“Sel f-assessnent of national capacity needs in Arnenia” has been initiated,
to devel op conpl ex nanagenent of environnental protection.

I mpl ementing a global governmental nature protection and nature use policy
and improving the governmental managenent system shoul d be addressed in order
to systematize and coordinate activities of the nature protection
i mpl ementing structures, their activities and enlarging the liabilities of
territorial and | ocal governance.

In 2001, following the Prime Mnister’'s decisions on establishing an
i nterdepartnental committee on coordinating tenporary |land use schenmes and on
establishing an interdepartnental comittee on RA nountainous settlenents
devel opnent problens issues, appropriate comittees were fornulated and are
operating on the issues of |and use and socio-econonc devel opnent of
nount ai nous settl enments.

Fol l owi ng a governnent decision of 09.02.2001 on structural changes in water
managenent, the concept of wat er resources and water managenment
reconstruction was approved and a State Committee on Water nmanagenent was
est abl i shed.

Mechani snms on coordinating the nmeasures to conbat |and degradati on have been
reviewed in the franmework of the NAP, and a nunber of recomendations on
i mprovenent of the institutional and administrative structures devel oped.

For the purpose of capacity strengthening on the local level, an appropriate
policy has been undertaken, addressed to inprove the local conmmunities, to
enable responsibilities of l|ocal authorities in decision-making on nature
protection and to globally inprove | and use.

A thorough analysis was conducted in the NAP and the nmin gaps of
desertification in Arnenia identified, on the matters and factors of |and
degr adat i on. Complex efforts addressed to inprove the socio-econonic
conditions of population in the Republic will help to elimnate them

The main strategic activities to conmbat desertification, developed in the
NAP, w Il encourage addressing financial resources to inplenment nature
protection policies, both on the country and marz | evel s.

A nunber of issues and actions have been identified for different mnistries,
territorial governance units, local authorities, and scientific, educational
and ot her organi zations of the Republic.
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The NAP is to be inplenented in the frames of annual and perspective projects
of soci o-econoni cal devel opnent of the Republic (on the local and national
levels), reflected in the annual state budget of the Republic, comunity
budgets, as well as in the agreenments to the donor countries and
i nternational organizations.

An essential attention in the NAP is paid to nultilateral measures to prevent
creation of new deserts.

Armenia is currently a nmenber of a nunmber of international conventions; the
joint project in this framework will prevent duplications in the areas of
| egislation inprovenent, nonitoring, early notification systens, inpact
assessnent, public awareness and training.

W have reviewed the correlation between desertification and climte change,
bi odi versity, water ecosystens and industry. Mtigation of exogenous
geol ogical processes is reviewed in the NAP from the viewpoint of conbating
| and degradati on.

The CGovernnent officially approved the NAP by the decision of 28.03.2002. The
country’s annual socio-economic devel opnent progranmes provide involving a
nunber of NAP nmeasures and budget financing in appropriate areas for the
forthcom ng years.

Legislation in ecological and other relevant areas is reviewed in NAP.
Currently the ecological legislation is being inproved.

Since 2000 the following nature protection |laws have been devel oped and
adopted: Land code of RA (2001), on Sevan Lake, on rates for nature
protection paynents (2000), on eco-education (2001), on energy (2001), where
the nature protection and | and use issues are consi dered.

The National Assenbly of the Republic of Armenia on the first reading adopted
the draft Law on |ocal self-governance. The drafts of Laws on the underground
resources and on the concessions have been approved by the Governnent and
submtted to National Assenbly. The drafts of new Water code, Urban code, on
adm nistrative offences, on territorial governance and on waste are under
devel opnent .

A new draft of the Crimnal Code with a nunmber of articles on | and protection
has been subnitted to the National Assenbly.

By nmeans of UNCCD secretariat grants to non-governnental organizations of the
Republic, sone neasures on information dissenination and awareness raising
wer e conducted, ained to conmbat desertification.

The main issues of NAP were explained in workshops, held by the Mnistry of
Nature Protection in two nost badly affected regions of the Republic.

In June 2001, a nationwi de workshop was conducted to discuss the NAP draft,
with participation of a great nunber of stakeholders, including ministries,
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departnents, menbers of the diplomatic corps and international organizations,
scientists and nass nedi a.

A nunber of popular scientific booklets, manuals, analysing the articles of
the Convention and a booklet on specially protected areas of Arnenia have
been published in the national |anguage.

In 2000 the UNCCD was translated into Arnenian and published (with facts and
annexes); docunment presentation and dissenination anongst the stakehol ders
and popul ati on was conduct ed.

Ratification of the Aarhus Convention (2001) on Access to Information, and
Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access to Justice in
Envi r onnment al Matters contributes to pronoting access and infornmation
dissem nation on desertification and encourages global participation of
st akehol ders in decision-naking process. Thirteen wonmen (31 per cent of total
participants) participated in devel opnment of the NAP

Experts involved in NAP preparation provide permanent scientific services on
UNCCD issues. They closely cooperate with national coordinating body and
nati onal coordi nator, but any nechani sm ensuring pernanent consulting process
has not been created yet, due to lack of finances. The system for information
exchange and dissemination is not appropriately developed, as nodern
communi cations (Internet, e-mail, post, etc.) are not available at the |oca
| evel s. Today the tel ephone is the main tool for information exchange.

The |evel of understanding of the local problens on |and degradation on the
national level is high and this is reflected in structural and | egal changes.
A nunber of new nornative acts regulating |land use and | and protection on al

| evel s have been and are bei ng adopt ed.

Prelim nary consultations with the UNCCD secretariat are being conducted on
further cooperation in the area of NAP inplenentation in Arnmenia and to
i nvol ve international partners.

Devel opnment of the project on NAP detailed inplenentation at the national and
local levels has been initiated, where the mechanism on cooperation between
the project inplementators will be provided.

Mul til ateral analysis to consolidate and assess neasures to conbat
desertification is conducted in NAP. According to existing data, about 81.9
per cent of territory of the Republic are in danger of different |evels of
desertification. The territory of profound inpact covers 26.8 per cent, from
whi ch 26.4 per cent - hard, 19.8 per cent - middle and 8.8 per cent - poor

In the NAP framework a nunber of local projects are being elaborated,
conmitted to reconstruction and exploring the irrigation systens, preventing
erosion and nud-stream geological issues on landslide and other exogenous
processes.
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For the purpose of preparation and increasing the potential a nunber of
wor kshops, conferences and neetings are being held in the Republic of
Armeni a.

A nunmber of strategic trends are being elaborated in the NAP on soil, water,
| and, and biol ogi cal resources. Measures are envi saged to assess conseguences
of desertification and nonitoring, inproving economic situation in the
Republic, level of |linkages to regional and subregional action plans.
Regi onal and subregional cooperation includes the following trends:
structural, informational, transboundary natural resources nanagenent.

So far no exact mechani sm for inproving the financing to conbat

desertification has been el aborated. The socio-econonic and nature protection
projects being inplenmented in the Republic, including conponents to conbat
desertification, are being financed both from the national budget and so by
i nternational investments.

Desertification and efforts to conbat it are extrenely topical, as Arnenia is
located in the dry part of the subtropical climte range and has all the
characteristics of an arid zone.

The main criteria for desertification in Arnenia are considered in the NAP

e Tendency towards reducing humdity and increasing daily air and |and
tenperature fluctuations

e Anplitudes and absol ute tenperatures increasing

e Precipitation reducing

e Soil formation changes

e Biodiversity reduction

* Increasing nud-stream and erosion

* Reducing the productivity of cultivated areas, etc.

During NAP preparation appropriate information was assenbled and system zed
and based on this the database on |and degradation factors and degraded | and
of the Republic was created. Conputer nmaps of danaged |ands, territories
polluted with heavy netals, seisnographic zones, cultivated |ands, natural
pastures, landslide and nud-stream zones; saline soils of Ararat valley;
eroding, as well as soil map of the Republic have been created. Conputer naps
of territory at risk of desertification were created

An inportant database has been <created, pronoting nonitoring of the
desertification process in Arnmenia.
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AZERBAI JAN

Strategies and priorities set within the frame of plans and/or sustainabl e
devel opnent policy

Azerbaijan is rich with nmineral resources and raw naterials. They are oil
gas, non-ferrous and precious netals, construction materials and other
m neral resources.

Also, the agricultural sector is well developed in the country. The
industrial sector is basically represented by oil production, refinery,
petrochem cal and chemi cal i ndustri es, m ni ng, nmetallurgy and other
i ndustries.

After Azerbaijan acquired its independence, it has inherited a |ot of
negative econonic, environmental and social problenms from the forner USSR
One such conplex problemis the degradation of soil, loss of fertility, i.e.

desertification.

In such conditions it was necessary to undertake urgent neasures to prevent
t he above-nentioned adverse devel opments.

Throughout |ast 8-9 years special neasures have been taken on |egislative,
economi ¢, international and social levels to prevent this situation

In 1998, with the assistance fromthe Wrld Bank, the first stage of further
actions on National Environmental Protection Plan was conpleted and approved
by the Governnent in the Azerbaijan Republic.

In this situation a very inportant nmilestone in the solution of the mentioned
chall enges was the Azerbaijan Republic’'s accession to the United Nations
Convention Conbat Desertification. In accordance with this, the devel opnent
of the National Environnmental Protection Plan will serve as an inportant
i npetus in solving a nunber of environnental, econonm ¢ and social problens.

Moreover, again with the help of relevant international organizations in
Azerbaijan, a special work on national strategy to develop actions plan on
keepi ng bi odiversity has started.

This year forest-recovering work has been started and new forest planting
project on 200 hectares area on specially allocated area was devel oped. The
practical inplementation of the project from budget neans has already
started.

The devel oprent of a Uni que Ecol ogy Conception in Azerbaijan has conmenced.

To date, one of the priority problems is developing a NAP to conbat
desertification and its coordination with other relevant governnent plans and
programmes of relative profile in order to achieve synergy and nmaxinum
payback and effectiveness.
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Institutional, |egislative and organi zational activities

W have inherited a very huge environnmental nanagenent system and control of
m neral resources. Different authorities were responsible for relevant
resour ces.

Wth the help of the Wrld Bank since end of 1990s and till today the
Governnent of the Azerbaijan Republic has been providing reorganization of
the whole adninistrative structure of the country.

By the relevant decree of the President of the Republic one of the first
steps was the inprovenent of the environnmental protection system

In May 2001, by the decree of the President of the Republic, and on the base
of State Ecology Committee and State CGeol ogy and M neral Resources Conmittee,
one Mnistry of Ecology and Nature Resources was created.

Nowadays a huge anount of organizational work is being undertaken on setting
up a nanagenent adm nistration, personnel staff, structural subdivisions, and
the devel opnent of tactics, strategy and policy of the Mnistry.

In recent years, sone very inportant |egislation clauses have been adopted in
the Republic. They are the Land, Water and Forest Codes, and the Law on Land
Ref orm which has political, econonic and social significance.

The research into existing legislation in the ecology sphere has shown that
some laws do not neet the requirenments since they are already old. That is
why in 1999 a series of new laws were adopted, including the Environnental
Protection Law and the Ecol ogy Safety Law.

In 2000 a law on soil fertility preservation was adopted and this law is of
considerable inportance in the context of the UNCCD. On April 24, the
President of the Azerbaijan Republic issued decree No 487-1G of the
Azerbaijan Republic on Ratification of the United Nations Convention on
Conbat Desertification.

Nowadays, the Mnistry of Ecology and Nature Resources of the Azerbaijan
Republic is deened to be the National Coordinating Body (NCB) responsible for
i npl enentation of all conventions connected wth environnment protection,
i ncl udi ng t he UNCCD.

It has to be noted that the work of NGO with the NCB was considerably
activated after Azerbaijan acceded to the Convention. Their bilateral work
becane stronger and advisory activity on Convention regulations fulfill ment
becane nore frequent. In particular, the explanation of the Convention s ains
and chal l enges to wonen and the young generation was acti vated.

Last tine a work on agreed actions on fulfilnment of such Conventions as:
UNCCD, the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), the UN Franework
Convention on Cdinmate Change (UNFCCC) has been strengthened to achieve
synergy results. It has to be nentioned that in 2000 NPD devel opnent started
in Azerbaijan. At present the information acquisition and accumul ation of
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data for real situation nodelling has conpleted. Also, the first stage of the
NAP has been prepared. However due to finance shortage and organizational and
structural changes, no forums have been held, although these foruns could
find out nmistakes or identify main priorities.

Participation in support of action programe

After Azerbaijan acceded to the UNCCD, the ains and challenges of the
Convention were widely reflected by different mass nedi a.

Interest has been shown by different levels of society, from mnistry's
representative departnents and students to different NGGCs.

Al the inportant decisions adopted by the Conference of the Parties, the
Conference results and the very text of the Convention and other inportant
document s have been transl ated and brought to the notice of general public.

During preparation of NAP a wi de range of participants have been detern ned.
They are governnment institutions, representatives of academ a, different
environnmental , wormen and non-governnental organizations.

It should be noted that tinely financial support from the secretariat of the
UNCCD enabl ed four regional seminars to be held in 2000 to explain the ains
and challenges of the Republic in conbating desertification and |and
degradation. It was also decided to prepare, issue and dissem nate different
bookl ets about negative consequences of desertification, to deliver |ectures
and seninars in three schools, describing the desertification problens in the
Republic, and the ainms and challenges of the UNCCD, also the lectures
refl ected new chal |l enges for the young generation

Articles and interviews have been published in the mass nedia; also there
have been sone TV reports telling about the consequences of unpractical usage
of lands in the UNCCD purpose. A conference on the subject of wonen’s role in
the struggle with desertification, in which nore than 100 wonen took part
from different NGOs, was held in association with the independent “Wrnen’s
Ri ghts Protection” organization.

Also, with assistance and support to NCB from Rusgar, a non-governnental
organi zation, proper information was <collected and a brochure entitled
“Desertification in Azerbaijan, reasons and consequences, arrangi ng of public
nmovenment on conbating desertification” was issued.

In 2000, planned neetings were held on identification of the priorities on
NAP preparation. There were also consultations with some representatives of
NGCs on further cooperation in NAP preparation and inplenentation of the
UNCCD i n Azerbaij an.
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Consul tation process to support devel opnent of UNCCD i npl enentati on and
partnership agreenments with devel oped country Parties to the Convention
and ot her stakehol ders

Considering that the nost part of econonmic potential is agro-industrial
sector, the Governnment of the Republic always paid rmuch attention to the
conditions of lands and that is why it developed contacts wth other
i nternational organizations and devel oped countries to nake partnership with
them At the neantime there is not enough activity and support from partners
to prepare the UNCCD. Such a situation is caused by both objective and
subj ective reasons.

It should be noted that earlier NCB cooperated with different internationa
organi zations. In particular, this work was active within the period of work
on the UNCCD, where sone problens directly related to desertification
process.

The role of NGOs at this stage is not big, as they basically consist of urban
representatives, scientists, intellectuals and so on. But , better
understanding of the desertification problemresults in increased activity of
these people. The experience of local people living in suburbs or countries
is of big inportance while working on the UNCCD

The work with the UNCCD gave a push for closer cooperation with different
i nternational organi zations and developed countries as for exanpl e
consul tations, sone programmes realization, sharing of skills and experience
on conbating desertification, and training of specialist in this sphere.
Actually, NCB gained experience of such cooperation while preparing other
proj ects and progranmmes.

Measur es undertaken or planned within the framework of national action
progranmes including neasures to i nprove econom ¢ situation, conserve
nat ure resources, inprove organi zational nechani sns, and di ssem nation
of know edge on desertification and nonitoring and assessnent of
dr ought consequences

Nature on the territory of Azerbaijan - which is one of the npbst ancient
pl aces of energence and developnent of hunmanity and the energence of
agriculture - has been inpacted by hunan activity. In relation to this, the
desertification process, acconpanied by erosion and |and degradation, has
been going on for ages and has intensified in the twentieth century.

To prevent the spread of desertification in Azerbaijan within many years many
pl anned scientific research works have been nade and |lots of neasures taken

In spite of neasures taken, it has ©proved inpossible to stop the
desertification process, as it arose first of all from a steady increase of
man’ s inpact and extensive methods of agriculture nmethods. The situation got
worse in the early 1990s due to sharp worsening of socio-economc¢c and
political (aggression from Arnmenia) situation, which has been recovering not
easily today. Wthin last 8-9 vyears the relation between environnment
protection and problems caused by poor econony and social situation
consi derably changed, as they have becone nore serious.
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In the last 4-5 years Azerbaijan has acceded to a series of very inportant
conventions. This is why while preparing the UNCCD we considered the fact and
necessity of interlinking already developed action progranmes with specific
plans and projects to the NAP to conbat desertification in order to achieve

syner gy.

It is necessary to identify the following priorities in the framework of the
devel opnent and further inplenmentation of the NAP

e To establish the National Database to Conbat Desertification;

e To establish an information system including a geographical information
systemto conbat desertification

e« To do the inventory of all territories subject to desertification
processes, assess those processes, perform qualitative and quantitative
anal ysis of the existing situation

e To establish and performnonitoring of zones subject to desertification;

e To organize and inplenent stationary control nethods over the processes of
desertification;

e To organize and inplenent renote control nethods of research of processes
|l eading to desertification

e To organize and inplenent control over rational utilization on the basis of
the Environnental |npact Assessnent (ElA) under the condition of transition
to private | and ownership and establishment of many snall farns;

e To develop state and regional plans, programmes to undertake anti-erosion,
nmelioration, irrigation, forest rehabilitation neasures;

e To develop systems of social and econonic nechanisns and neasures to
encourage rational nature utilization

e To develop national progranmmes to rehabilitate occupied territories, as
well as territories subject to negative environnental pressure as a result
of tenporary location of refugees and di spl aced persons;

e To inprove and devel op necessary | egislation and nornative acts;

e Public awareness raising in matters of desertification

e To involve N&s in activities to fight NQs;

e To cooperate closer with international organizations and use the experience
of devel oped countries in the process to fight desertification

e« To train qualified specialists who wll continue the process to fight
desertification in the future wunder the conditions of nore negative
pressure on the environnent.

Fi nanci ng from nati onal budgets to support inplenentation, as well as
financial and technical assistance received, with the statenment of
requirenents and their priorities

In the former Soviet Union throughout many years the Government annually
approved the plans of economc and social developnent of Republic, which
contai ned environmental neasures. Many of them were directed to conbat
desertification. These actions were funded from the budget. There were no
attenpts of fund raising or resource nobilization at the international |evel.
At present the Covernnment does not have enough financial resources to solve
ecol ogi cal problens.
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Under such circunstances, the assistance of donors, both internationa
organi zati ons and devel oped countries, would be inval uable.

At present, Azerbaijan has many requirenments in terns of technical
cooperation fromdonors in the foll ow ng areas:

e Awareness raising in the area of nodern technologies to conbat
desertification;

e Training of specialists of needed qualifications;

e« (Obtaining nmpdem equipnent to establish a database and Geographic
I nformati on System

e Obtaining necessary information in the Russian | anguage.

Consideration of criteria and indicators used to anal yse and assess results

For many vyears, academic institutions and governnment bodies have been
conducting research into desertification processes and factors causing them

The National Mnitoring Body of the Mnistry of Ecology and Natural Resources
has just began creating a uni que system of environment nonitoring.

Under these conditions, the aforenentioned normati ve act enables one to unify
the system of nmonitoring in general, and in particular relating to conbating
desertification.

Azerbaijan has not conpleted formulation of NAP, but there have already been
nmeetings and consultations concerning these matters with relevant ministries
and organi zations, as well as N&s. For this reason there are no difficulties
in information exchange.

The UNCCD inplenentation process has been running for four years in
Azerbaijan, but conbating erosion, soil salination, chenical contanination
has never stopped, although it has been conducted on a small scale. However
we understand that it is not sufficient for the practical solution of
desertification problens. It has to be also considered that nost of |ast year
was spent on creating a new Mnistry of Ecology and Natural Resources

Despite the above-nentioned, we hope that we wll be able to direct our
efforts to the right way thanks to the UNCCD secretari at.

Finally, we would like to express our gratitude to the Executive Secretary of
the UNCCD, M. Hana Arba Diallo, for his assistance and support to the
Azerbaijan Republic in the inplenentation of the Convention

BELARUS

The Republic of Belarus is located in the central part of Europe. Its area is
207,600 sq. km and its population is about 10 nillion people. The country
has plain relief, and the average altitude above sea level is around 160 m
These are positive prerequisites for proliferation of human dwellings and use
of land for agriculture, construction of industries and highways. The
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geographic position of the country, its diverse natural heritage makes
Bel arus one of the key elements of the European Ecol ogi cal Network (EECONET).

Over the recent decades, the country's soil cover has been affected by a
nunber of negative processes (decreased fertility, increased water and w nd
erosion, chem cal pollution and radioactive contam nation, hunus destruction,
etc.). These were brought about both by natural, as well as technogenic
factors.

Eroded and erosion-prone soils in Belarus cover about 4.0 nillion ha (19 per
cent of the territory of the country), including 2.3 mllion ha of arable
| ands. Eighty-four per cent of all soil-destruction processes are caused by
wat er erosion. Deflation makes up the remaining 16 per cent. The per capita
share of agricultural lands in Belarus is about twice as much as in other
Eur opean countries - 0.92 ha per person, including 0.58 ha of arable |ands.

Agricultural and forested lands contamnated with radiation as a result of
Chernobyl accident in April 1986 nmake up a special group of |ands. About 70
per cent of all radionuclides descended on Belarus. Currently, about 23 per
cent of the country’'s area is contamnated with radiation, including 1.3
mllion ha of agricultural and 1.6 nillion ha of forestlands. These |ands
present an additional risk of secondary contam nant transfer, which can be
caused by soil deflation, especially intense during droughts and fires.

One of the causes of land degradation in Belarus is the |arge-scal e drainage
canpaign carried out in 1960s-1980s. Mre than 3.4 mllion ha were drained,
which is 16.4 per cent of the country's area. O this, about 1 nmillion ha
were wetlands, which brought about a nunber of negative ecol ogical problens,
such as peat nmineralization, augnmented |and degradation, nore frequent
droughts and early frosts, disruptions in the hydrological regine, etc.).
Especially critical was the situation in the Belarusian Polesie, where nore
than 40 per cent of wetlands were drained.

Therefore, Belarus' accession to the UNCCD in 2001 is a tinely action and
will activate international cooperation and experience exchange in the area
of land degradation, as well as stinulate investnment and donor support to
i npl enentation of nmeasures to conbat |and degradation and ninimze the
consequences of droughts on the territory of Belarus. Accession to the UNCCD
will in parallel contribute to better coordination of efforts between
governnental and non-governnental organizations on national, regional and
local levels, in the field of awareness-raising, infornmng of the public,
el aboration and inplenentation of the action programme to conbat |and
degr adat i on.

Strategic goals, tasks, basic principles, and main priorities for devel opnment
of Belarus in the first decade of the new century, have been defined in: the
National Strategy of Sustainable Developnment of the Republic of Belarus
passed by the Government in March 1997; the Main Directions for Social and
Econom ¢ Devel oprment of the Republic of Belarus up to 2010; and the Programe
of Social and Econonic Devel opnent of the Republic of Belarus for 2001-2005,
approved by the President of the Republic of Bel arus.
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The wutnost priority for the Republic of Belarus is a transition to
sust ai nabl e devel oprment ensuring a bal anced resolution of social-econonm ¢ and
ecol ogical problens on the basis of rational use of nature resources in order
to neet the denands of the present and future generations.

This goal can be attained through inplenmentation of a nunber of national
obj ectives, such as maintenance of life quality and quality of environnent,

overcomi ng the economic crisis, introduction of rational nature use into
industry and agriculture, elimnation of the consequences of the Chernoby
accident, inprovenent of the system of environnental education, nore active

i nvol venent of the general public into environnmental conservation activities,
i ncreased international cooperation in the area.

Practical activities to inplenent the strategic directions in the area of
nature conservation for sustainable devel opnent of Belarus are listed in the
National Action Plan on Rational Use of Natural Resources and Environnental
Protection of the Republic of Belarus for 2001-2005, passed by the CGovernnent
in June 2001. Alongside priority conservation activities, this docunent

defines organizational, economc, legal, and other nechanisns to prevent
and/ or reduce the negative inpacts on natural environnment, including on |and
resources. In particular, the following priority steps were defined

i ntroduction of an integrated approach to |and use planning; establishment of
| egal, economc, organi zational and technol ogical nechanisns for introduction
of ecologically safe |andscape-adaptive nodels of farming under changing
climate and continued |and degradation. Optimzation of the land conposition
is a key elenent in the area of soil protection, i.e. withdrawal of |ow
production and ecologically unstable lands from agriculture and changing
their functional role; revision of farmng and nelioration nethods for peat
soils; conpulsory anti-erosion slope protection, rehabilitation of degraded
lands. In order to contribute to conservation of biological and |andscape
diversity in Belarus the Governnent is planning to increase forest
pl antations on those |lands that can no |onger be used in agriculture, as well
as on lowproduction lands. The plan is also to expand the practice of
protective forest plantations.

Est abli shnment of new protected areas, their |linking into an ecologica
network and its subsequent integration into the all-European ecol ogica
network is an inportant national objective, alongside conservation of typica
and uni que | andscapes, as well as operationalization of the National Red Data
Book of Bel arus.

The Republic of Belarus has a well-devel oped | egal systemin the area of I|and
conservation and rational wuse. This is made up of the Land Code of the
Republic of Belarus (1999), Earth Riches Code (1997), Witer Code (1998),
Forest Code (2000), the Law of the Republic of Belarus on Legal Status of
Areas which Suffered from Radi oactive Contamination as a Result of Chernoby

Accident (1999), the Law of the Republic of Belarus on Special Protected
Natural Areas (1994, 2000), the Law of the Republic of Belarus on State
Ecol ogi cal Examination (2000), the Law of the Republic of Belarus on
Protection of the Ozone Layer (2001), etc. Conservation of lands and soils is
listed in the national and sectoral progranmes, strategies and action plans
(National Strategy of Sustainable Developnent, National Action Plan for
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Rational Use of Natural Resources and Environment Protection in the Republic
of Belarus for 2001-2005, National Programre for Conservation and Use of
Drained Areas for 2000-2005, Nat i onal Strategy and Action Plan for
Conservation and Sustainable Use of Biological Diversity, Strategic Action
Plan for Forestry Devel opnent in 1997-2015 in the Republic of Belarus, etc.).
The efficiency of their i npl enentation is barred by I|imted and
di sproportionately allocated funding, as well as lack of coordination between
various progranmes, strategies, action plans.

The State Programme on Conservation and Rational Use of Lands, which was a
key national programme relevant to the inplenentation of the UNCCD, was
limted in tinmeframe to 1995-2000, and as of 2002 was conpleted. Therefore,
el aboration and inplenentation of a National Action Programme to Conbat Land
Degradation will beconme one of the key el enments of sustainable devel opnent of
the Republic of Belarus. It will strengthen the efforts of national and | ocal
authorities, as well as NGOs, to conbat |and degradation. So far, elaboration
of the Programe has been fully supported by the public, authorities, and the
non- gover nment al sector.

The Republic of Belarus becane a Party to the UNCCD on 27 Novenber 2001. The
Decree of the Council of Mnisters of Belarus #1230 dated 16 August 2001
designates the Mnistry of Natural Resources and Environnental Protection of
the Republic of Belarus as the national focal poi nt coordi nating
i npl enentation of the UNCCD. Scientific backup for the Convention shall be
rendered by the National Acadeny of Sciences of Bel arus.

A regular interagency task force was established in Decenber 2001 under the
Mnistry of Natural Resources and Environnental Protection to consider
various aspects of inplementation of the UNCCD in a timely and coordinated
manner. The task force includes representatives of governnent agencies, non-
governnmental and scientific organizations, which are involved in various
aspects, related to the UNCCD.

The UNCCD obligations in Belarus wll be inplenented through a Plan of
activities developed in consultations wth relevant state and non-
governnmental agencies. Plan of activities includes 44 paragraphs and consists
of five sections: institutional nmeasures; scientific support; departnental
measures; information resources and nonitoring; public relations. It was
approved by the Mnistry of Natural Resources and Environnmental Protection of
the Republic of Belarus. Wien the Plan of activities was discussed, all
st akehol ders were unani nbus about the need for elaboration of a National
Action Programre (NAP) to Conbat Land Degradation, and this was reflected
accordingly in the first point on the list of activities. By now we have
al ready enbarked on el aboration of similar region plans.

The followi ng nmeasures were identified by the government and non-gover nnent al
stakehol ders as priority actions to be inplenented under the future National
Action Programe to Conmbat Land Degradati on:

e Inprovenent of legislation in the area of |and ownership and use, as well
as in the area of |and conservation;

e Elaboration and inplenmentation of economic and financial mechanisms to



| CCD/ CRI C(1)/5/ Add. 2
Page 23

stinmul ate rational use and conservation of |and resources;

e Setting up a data bank and an information system on |and degradation
i ssues;

« Inplenentation of a renote control system over natural and anthropogenic
factors and processes inpacting |and degradation;

e Elaboration of national and regional sectoral action plans for anti-erosion
and forest plantation activities;

e Involvenent of general public, and specifically youth NGOs and | ocal people
ininitiatives to conbat |and degradation

e Increasing the level of public awareness of |and degradation

e Coordination of activities under UN environnental conventions to achieve
i ncreasi ng synergi es;

e Establishnent of specialized nonitoring on degraded | ands;

e NMre active cooperation with international agencies and devel oped country
Parties to the UNCCD to obtain increasing technical, nethodol ogical and
fi nanci al support;

e Wde presentation of the issues in nedia.

The Republic of Belarus has just started el aboration of the NAP, for which a

nunber of workshops have been planned, as well as a national forum for
priority setting for NAP, and a nunber of other activities. Technical
met hodol ogi cal, and financial support to these activities from the UNCCD

secretariat, other international organizations and devel oped country Parties
to the UNCCD would contribute substantially to the efficiency and pace of
these activities in Belarus.

The main internal sources of funding in Belarus are national and |oca
budgets, extra-budgetary funds, equity capital of enterprises and agencies,
and people’s savings. The nain external sources are loans from internationa
agencies, bilateral Jloans and credit lines, direct foreign investnent,
transfers in the formof humanitarian aid, etc.

The key role in funding for sustainable developnent in Belarus is played by
the state budget. In 1996-2001, environnmental expenditures (including nature
conservation fund) were 0.6 per cent of GDP. At the sanme tine the anount of
resources allocated for the elimnation of the consequences of the Chernoby

di saster has been decreasing: in 1990 this was about 25 per cent of the
credit (expenditure) account of the state budget, while in 1995 - 7.3 per
cent, in 2001 - 5.3 per cent. A special “enmergency tax” was introduced in
1992 specifically to collect funding for this purpose. Over the |last several
years, it was lowered several tines: enterprises suffer from the extrenely
hi gh cumul ative tax deductions, which leads to their |ower conpetitiveness

while the load of funding for recuperation of the Chernobyl-affected areas
every year becones an ever heavier burden for Belarus, which today is al nost
the only one to bear all of the Chernobyl costs.

The Governnment of Belarus attaches large inportance to the internationa
cooperation and participation of foreign partners in inplenmentation of
projects in the area of environment conservation and rational nature-use.
Belarus feels high responsibility for construction of i nternational
partnerships in the field of environnent conservation, particularly after the
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country was elected to the Governing Council of the United Nations
Envi ronment Progranme (UNEP) at the fifty-second session of the UN Ceneral
Assenbly, for the period 1998-2002. Belarus is a Party to 10 environnental
conventions, of which the Convention on Biological D versity and the UN
Framework Convention on Clinmte Change are the nost rel evant to
i npl enent ati on of the UNCCD.

Very urgent and of practical inportance for Belarus is the objective of
ecological rehabilitation of peatlands which degraded as a result of drainage
of peat soils. This can take the form of re-waterlogging of the degraded
areas in order to decrease greenhouse gas em ssions, restore the organic
| ayer, conserve biological and | andscape diversity.

El aboration of the NAP wll pronote closer cooperation wth various
i nternational organizations and devel oped country Parties to the UNCCD, in
the area of consultations, sharing of know edge and experience on conbating
| and degradation, as well as training of national experts in this field.

Signing of the Aarhus Convention on Access to Information, Public
Participation in Decision-naking and Access to Justice in Environnental
Matters by Belarus has opened new prospects for w der involvenent of the
general public into the planning and inplementation of the country’'s
environnmental policies. The non-governnental sector and |ocal people play an
extremely inmportant role in making decisions on the process of inplenentation
of the UNCCD.

In July 2001, after prelinmnary consultations wth NG, a Public
Coordi nati on Council was established under the National Coordinating Body as
a step towards inplenmentation of the Aarhus Convention and inproved
coordi nation between the Mnistry of Natural Resources and Environnental

Protection and the NGO sector. The Council is nmade up of representatives of
16 organizations, including Ecoline, Ecopravo, Ecodom Belarusian Nature
Conservation Society, Bel arusi an Association of Children and Youth,
Bel arusi an Soci al - Ecol ogi cal Union “Chernobyl”, Belarusian Ecol ogical G een

Party, etc. In Mrch 2002, the Mnistry was presented as a National
Coordi nating Body for the UNCCD in front of the Public Coordination Council.
Ways for wi der participation of NGO in current and planned activities under
the UNCCD in Bel arus were discussed.

Al'l information resources on nature use and conservation available in Belarus
will be wused for inplementation of the UNCCD. This is nore than 25
i nformati on systens, databases and banks, as well as 10 cadasters of natural
resour ces.

A web-site of the National Coordinating Body is planned to be established in
order to better provide information to stakeholders. The site wll be
dedicated to land resources, their condition, ongoing and planned national
and regional activities, as well as investnment projects and project proposals
in the related fields.
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BULGARI A

On 12.01.2001, through adoption of a law, the National Assenbly of the
Republic of Bulgaria ratified the UN Convention to Conbat Desertification in
Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/ or Desertification,
Particularly in Africa (prom SG Vol. 7 dd. 23.01.2001).

The M nistry of Environment and Water is the institution, which perforned the
act of ratification of the Conventi on, and has undertaken the
responsibilities for its inplementation as well as the functions of the
nati onal coordinating body.

The national focal point is Ms. Tatyana Dimitrova, expert in the “National
Nature Protection Service” Directorate with the Mnistry of Environnment and
Water. Address: 67, “WIlliam d adstone” St. Sofia 1000, Bulgaria, Tel.: (359
2) 940 65 32; E-mail: urbansoil @oew. gover nnent. bg.

The Mnistry of Environnent and Witer, jointly with its divisions and
regi onal bodies, is also the principal state institution responsible for the
environnental protection policy.

The Mnistry of Environment and Water is a juridical person with state budget
financing, having its seat in the Gty of Sofia.

Pursuant to Ordinance No. 214/1999 of the Council of Mnisters for approval
of Internal Regulation of the Mnistry of Environment and Wter, the
organi zational structure of the Mnistry is as foll ows:

e Mnister - directs, coordi nat es and control s devel opnent and
i npl enentation of the state policy in the field of environnmental
protection, conservation and use of water and mneral resources;

e« Political cabinet — includes all Deputy ninisters, a Head of the Cabinet
of the Mnister, a Parlianentary Secretary and a Head of Public Relations
Unit;

e |Inspectorate

e GCeneral admnistration — organized within “Legal Counsel, Financial and
Economi ¢ Activities, Property Managenent, Defense and Mbbilization
Preparation and Public Relations” Directorate,;

e Specialized admi ni stration - or gani zed W thin Si X Directorates:
“Coordination of the Regional |Inspectorates of Environnment and Water”,
“National Nature Protection Service”, “Strategy, European Integration and
International Cooperation”, “Preventive Measures, Anbient Ar Purity
Protection and Waste Managenent”, “Water Resources”, “Geology and M neral

Resources Protection”.

Under the direction of the Mnistry of Environnent and Water are 15 Regi onal
I nspectorates of Environment and Water and the Executive Agency of
Environment and Water, which is a specialized body of the Mnistry and the
authorized centre in Bulgaria within the range of activities of the European
Envi ronnent al Agency.
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The total nunber of enployees wthin the system of the Mnistry of
Envi ronment and Water is 1002 persons, incl. 509 wonmen, which represents 50.8
per cent of the total enployees nunber. The adm nistrative personnel in the
head office is 200 persons, incl. 111 wonen, which represents 55.5 per cent
of the total enployees nunber. The address is 67, “WIlliam d adstone” St.,
Sofia 1000, Bul garia, Whb-site: ww. noew. gover nnent. bg.

Bulgaria is a country where, as result of the global warm ng, climte changes
have been observed, expressed mainly in warmng and aridity and increase of
the continental character of the clinmate.

The constant warm ng and aridity phenonena have occurred within the territory
of our country during the last two decades and the adverse anal ogous trends
for the first decades of the last century showed that as a result of the
climate change, weather conditions caused the onset of degradation of the
phyt o- ecosystems and soils in Bulgaria and outline a trend to
desertification.

Neverthel ess Bulgaria is a conparatively new Party to the Convention and a
National Action Programe to Conbat Desertification is not devel oped yet.
Most of the documents of national inportance developed in recent years cover
these issues to sone extent, based on the point of view of the sustainable
devel opnent .

Nat i onal Econom ¢ Devel opnent Plan for 2000 — 2006 peri od

The National Econonmic Developnent Plan was adopted by a Decision of the
Council of Mnisters and was developed in accordance with the National
Strategy for Accession to the European Union, the Governnment Progranme
Bul garia 2001, the updated National Progranmme for the Adoption of the Acquis
(NPAA) and the Progranme “Accession Partnership”. The legal ground for its
devel opnent is the Law for Regional Devel opnent, which deternines that the
plan represents “a summary of sectoral and regional progranmes, based on
analysis of the integral devel opnent of the country and general strategy for
its development”. The National Econom c Devel opnent Plan outlines the vision
for the devel opnent of Bulgaria and determ nes the national priorities. In
accordance with the above Decision of the Council of Mnisters, all
institutions responsible for the inplenentation of the Action Plan, should
include in their sectoral programmes the policies and neasures provided
t her ei n.

The strategic objective of the plan is “achievenment of sustainable |ow
inflation econonic growh, as a prerequisite for income increase and
i mprovenent of the living conditions in relation to the future integration in
Eur opean economi ¢ and social area.”

Nati onal Devel opnent Plan until the year 2006
(Sectoral programe "Environnent”)

Progranme objective: Preserving the quality of the environnent in the
ecologically clean areas of the country and inproving the state of the
environnent in the polluted and danmaged areas.



| CCDY CRI C( 1)/ 5/ Add. 2
Page 27

Expected results from the inplenentation of the progranme: To prevent and
decrease the risk for human health, flora and fauna; to inprove the
conditions for the devel opnent of key sectors of the econony - tourism and
agriculture; to build up an effective ecological infrastructure to facilitate
i ncreasing econonic activity; to inprove the quality and quantity of the
range of services for the population in the respective region; to create new
enpl oynent opportunities — tenporary and permanent; to facilitate the process
of accession of the country to the European Union; to stinmulate the |ocal and
regi onal devel opnent.

Scope: Territorial — the entire country; Sectoral — water, air, waste, nature
conservation, noise pollution reduction, protection from |landslides and

abrasion; Timng — 2000 — 2006.

Nat i onal Environment Strategy

In 1991-1992, the CGovernnment of the Republic of Bulgaria undertook w de-scale
studies on the Draft Environnment Strategy for Bulgaria, conducted with the
support of the World Bank. The Government adopted an Environment Strategy and
its updating in 1994 resulted in the elaboration of a mnisterial progranme,
whi ch determined the basic priorities of the country for the period until the
year 2000. The Environnent Strategy and Action Plan until the year 2000 ained
to achieve two main objectives: firstly, introducing of new approaches and
devel opnent of a nodern steady system for environnental managenent, and
secondly - performng of actions for solving of critical ecological issues

The objectives of this Strategy were achieved as a result of the efforts of
the Bulgarian institutions in the last years, and significant progress has
been nade wth the support of sone European and other internationa

progr ames.

In 2001 the Governnment adopted by Decision No. 455 a new National Environnment
Strategy and Action Plan for the 2000 — 2006 peri od.

As opposed to the previous one, the new Strategy is oriented mainly towards
the net results, i.e. towards actions and neasures for practical
i npl enentation of the adopted legislation aimng at the inprovenent of the
quality of life of the people and nature conservation. O strictly speaking

towards the preservation and enlargement of the large clean areas and the
rich nature of Bulgaria in parallel with the expected economic growh, while
overcom ng the existing | ocal ecol ogical problens.

O her docunents for strategies in the field of environnent: National and
Local Agendas 21

In the Republic of Bulgaria, by a Decision of the Council for Regiona
Devel oprent, a National Commi ssion on  Sustainable  Devel opnent was
established, with the Mnister of Environment and Water as its Chairperson

The main functions and tasks of the Conmission include: support of the
constructive national dialogue for achieving consensus on key issues of the
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent of Bulgaria, determination of ways and neans for
integration of the national and local initiatives on Sustainable Devel opnent,
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and eval uation and reconmendations to the National Econom ¢ Devel opnent Pl an,
with the aimof its evolution into a Strategy on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent .

QO her existing plans or strategies in relation to the environnent

Sectoral Plans and Strategies:

e National Strategy for Energy Devel opnent for the period up to 2010;

e National Action Plan on Environnment and Health;

« National Plan for Regional Devel opnent wi thin 2000-2006 peri od;

e The National Agricultural and Rural Devel opnent Plan for 2000-2006 period
under the EU Special Accession Progranme for Agricultural and Rural
Devel oprment ( SAPARD) ;

e National Progranme for the Adoption of the Acquis (NPAA);

e« Strategy on the Instrunent for Structural Policy for Pre-Accession (ISPA),
sector “Environnent” etc.

In the case of Bulgaria, a conparatively new Party to the Convention to
Conmbat Desertification, facing now a preparation process for elaboration of
docunents, such as National Strategy on Soils, National Action Progranme to
Conbat Desertification, etc., the inplenentation of the synergism principles

will be extrenely useful. Bulgaria, as a Party to two other UN conventions -
the UN Framework Convention on Cdimte Change and the Convention on
Biological Diversity, wll be able to use already gained experience and

accunul ated dat abase thereunder. Approved strategies and progranmmres could be
used, with clearly outlined direction towards climte change and drought and
measures planned for decrease of its consequences, sone already at the stage
of inplementation, such as:

e Strategy for Integrated Water Managenent in the Republic of Bulgaria-1997,
Council of Mnisters;
e GCeneral Schenmes for Water Resources Utilization — 2000;

e National Programme for Phasing Qut the Distribution and Use of Leaded
Petrol - Council of Mnisters, 1998;

e Programme for necessary neasures in the existing conditions of trend to
aridity within 2001-2010 period - Council of Mnisters, 2001;

e National Progranme for Reducing the Inpact of Aridity and Increasing of
adaptive possibilities of forests for survival in extrenme conditions;

« National Biological Diversity Conservation Strategy — Council of M nisters,
1998;

e National Biological Diversity Conservation Plan — Council of Mnisters,
2000;

e National Programe for Phasing Qut the Use of Ozone-Depleting Substances,
the inplenmentation of which was conpl eted successfully in 2000;

e National Action Plan on dimate Change for fulfilnment of obligations of
Bul garia under the UN Franework Convention on Cdinmate Change and Kyoto
Protocol (1997). One of the major commitnments for the 21% Century, set
forth in it is the afforestation of wuncultivated |ands, unsuitable for
agriculture, covering an area of 250,000 ha — Council of Mnisters, 2000;
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« National Programme for Conbating the consequences of Fires through
afforestation, which envisages hiring of persons fromthe risk group “long-
term unenployed” in the activities on reclamation of forests, which are
destroyed by fire or drying up — cleaning and preparation of burned down
areas, afforestation, crops cultivation and seeds collection

e The National Agricultural and Rural Developnent Plan funded under SAPARD
and Guidelines on Forests — Measure 1.4. “Forestry, afforestation of
agricultural lands, investments in forestry, processing and marketing of
forestry products;

e National Inplenmentation Progranme for Enforcenent of the Acquis in the
field of Environnent — Council of Mnisters, 2000;

Pr ogr ammes:

e Bul garian- Swi ss Programe on Biol ogi cal Diversity Conservation
e National Programre for Bio-nonitoring in Bulgaria (1999);

e Bul garian-Swi ss Progranme on Forests and its two projects (Environnmentally
Sound and Sustai nabl e Use of Forests; Monitoring of Forest Ecosystens).

Nat i onal Project “Encouraging the possibilities of the governnental and non-
governnental organizations in Bulgaria for inplenmentation of afforestation
projects ainming at the nmitigation of the consequences of the climte change”
(1995). In this relation, two new forest-oriented projects were proposed.
There is envisaged afforestation ainmng at the stabilization of the soil,
agro-afforestation, production of bio-energy, reclamtion of the environnent,
better protection of the forests from natural and anthropogenic inpact -
fires, pests, diseases, deforestation

In order to achieve better progress in the activities for the inplenentation
of the Convention it has to acquire a w der popul arization. Society has to be
inforned, to engage the central government, | ocal authorities, non-
governnment al organi zations, the citizens and conpani es. For this purpose:

e« In May 1998, thanks to financial and expert assistance from the UNCCD
interim secretariat, a national seminar was held on issues of |and
degradation and conbating desertification, ainmng at raising nationa
awareness. This senminar was attended by representatives of concerned
bodi es and institutions, NGOs, soil-protection societies, etc.

e The Convention was translated into the Bul garian | anguage;

e A special seminar for specialists, working within the system of Mnistry
of Environment and Water on the problens of the soil protection was held;

e The Convention was published in a paperback print edition by a non-
governnental organization — Association “Geen Bal kans”, uniting a nunber
of nature protection associations;

« W envisaged to pronulgate the Convention in the State Gazette — May 2002
as a tinetable;

e In May 2002 we are planning to organi ze a regular national seninar on the
problens of |and degradation and conbating desertification, outlined in
the Convention, as well as

e |Its popularization through mass information nedia.
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In order to encourage w de public support towards ensuring adequate actions
and conditions for sustainable and optinmal functioning of natural resources,
for institutional strengthening of the protected areas system aimng at the
protection of biodiversity, the follow ng events were organized:

e Round table within the programme of the Conference, “90 years of organized
conbating soil erosion in Bulgaria”;

e Theory and Practice Senmi nar “Nature-friendly Managenent of the highland
coni ferous forests” — forestry systens of woodcutting and afforestation,
bi odi versity and neasures for its preservation;

e Theory and Practice Seminar “Forestry and biodiversity in the plain forests
of north-eastern Bul garia”;

e Seninar — “The process of forest certification in Bulgaria”;

e« Senminar — on inplenentation of the pilot project under the Plan for
Mul ti functional Forests Managenent;

* Round table — “Afforestation after forest fires — problenms and sol utions”;

e Sem nar “Fires and Forest Ecosystens”;

e Wrkshop on issues of the afforestation - “Actual probl enms  of
afforestation” and “Condition and perspectives for developnent of the
production of forest reproductive nmaterials, afforestation and conbating
er osi on”.

The transparency of actions is a goal-oriented policy of the Government in
accordance with its “Progranme 2001”. Especially in the field of the
environnment where sensitivity is greater, special measures are envisaged for
i nvol ving the population and the non-governnental organizations as inportant
partners for policy inplementation. In the short-termtinetable it is planned
to adopt of legislation in the field of public information on the problens of
the environment and access to this information, and the devel opnent of a plan
for its inplementation. A national programe for involving society in
resolving environnental problems by training and increasing of the social
culture and conscience in the concerned field is to be developed in the near
future.

Together with their offices and branches in Bulgaria, there are around 115
non- governnmental organizations (NG3s) for preservation of the environnent
(Catal ogue of NGO for preservation of the environnent in Bulgaria, 1993).
The nenbership of such organizations ranges from 5,000 to 10,000 people.
Menbers are nature-lovers, nature-defenders, experts, scientists, pupils,
students, teachers, and people with different social status united by the
idea for preservation of nature. These organizations perform activities on
el aboration of expert assessments and expertise on particular ecological
situations and practical activities concerning ecological training and
education and public control.

O her state institutions, having responsibility for different environnental
protection aspects are: Mnistry of Public Health, Mnistry of Agriculture
and Forests, Mnistry of Regional Devel opnent and Public Wb rks, Mnistry of
Transport, Mnistry of Industry, Mnistry of Energy, etc.
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O her organi zati ons supporting environmental protection: National Agency on
the Use of Atomic Energy for Peaceful Purposes, National Agency on Energy
Ef ficiency, National Agency of Standardization and Metrol ogy, National Soil
Resources Agency, National Agency of Agricultural Sciences, National Plant
Protection Service, National Institute of Meteorology and Hydrol ogy,
Scientific Research Institute “N.  Pushkarov”, Agricultural University — City
of Plovdiv, etc.

One of the main leading principles of the sustainable husbandry of nature
resources is the realization of training programres ainmng to engage the
local public with the problens of the soils, forests and biodiversity, its
preservation and reclamation, increase of the ecological culture and forning
the right attitude to nature. For institutional strengthening of the
divisions of the institutions and aimng at the inprovenment of its positive
imge from the point of view of nature protection, periodical canpaigns are
hel d, mutual work and enlargenent of the relations and interaction with other
state and public bodies and non-governnental organizations, scientific
institutions and all ki nds of media (radio, tel evi sion, nmagazi nes,
newspapers) are al so perforned.

In the wuniversities and other state and private establishnents of higher
education in our country a considerable nunber of young people receive every
year very good acadenmi c education in different sectors of the environnment and
nature protection.

The Mnistry of Environnent and Water disposes of a well-devel oped
information system The database related to desertification can be used not
only by the specialized bodies relating directly to the problens of the |and
degradati on and desertification, but also by the w de public.

e Mnistry of Environment and Water mamintains an information system by
conponents and factors of the environnent - air quality, quality of
surface and ground waters, soils, protected areas and biological
diversity, condition of wastes, non-ionizing radiation and aviation and
transport sound pollution;

e« The information system including the «collection and submtting of
information on the environnent in Bulgaria, is regulated by the general
Act and its normative regulations, rules and the Constitution of the
Republic of Bulgaria. These are Environnent Protection Act, State
Adm nistration Act. Pursuant to Art. 17 of the Environment Protection Act
everyone is entitled of access to the available information on the
environnent w thout proving a particular interest;

e Available and edited information is di ssem nated;

e« The available infornmation is dissemnated by nmeans of bulletins,
year books, legislation, and other print editions;

e In nost cases it is nmaintained by the web-site of the Mnistry of the
Envi ronment and Water or the one of the Executive Environnmental Agency -
WWW. nDew. gover nnent . bg or www. nf p- bg. ei onet. eu.int.
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Q her state institutions, submtting information on the environnment are:

e The Mnistry of Agriculture and Forests - nonthly and information
bulletins — print editions;

e Mnistry of Health — nonthly specialized editions;

e National Institute of Meteorology and Hydrology with the Bul gari an Acadeny
of Sciences — nonthly and annual bulletins.

Bulgaria has a well-developed comunications infrastructure, al | owi ng
conparative mass utilization of Internet services. In particular, on the
territory of Sofi a, the state admnistration disposes of its own
communi cation network using optical cable and servicing the state
institutions. It provides easy and qualitative access to the Internet, a
possibility for supporting of own web-pages, provides a w de range of useful
information on the environnent, |I|ike legislation, planned, actual and
conpleted projects, initiatives, web-links in the form of USER-groups and
other Internet activities within the CHRCLE environment of the European
Envi ronment | nformation and Cbservation Network (ElI ONET).

A Catal ogue of Data Sources (CDS) is forthconming. The joint print edition of
the Mnistry of Environnment and Water and the Regional Environnmental Centre -
“Who is doing what for the environnent in Bulgaria” is at the present in the
process of being updated and it will be published on the web-site together
with the contact address list of the institutions which generate information
for the environment.

The above outlines the efforts of the Mnistry of Environment and Water for
maki ng the information available to different users, in the form of:

e Printing publications;

e Brochures;

e Specialized rubrics in nmass nedia (tel evision and radio);
e Press conferences;

e Wb sites;

e Establishnent of information centres.

CYPRUS

Desertification is one of the muin problens that threaten the world's
ecosystenms and social structures. The Mediterranean region, in particular,
has suffered fromthe fragility of its ecosystens, and, specifically, of its
coastal areas, where nost of the population is concentrated.

Cyprus has long realized the need for controlling and managi ng the phenonenon
of desertification, with its short-term and longer-term inpacts on the
natural environnent and society as a whole.

Cyprus signed and followed the necessary procedures in order to ratify the
United Nations Convention to Conbat Desertification, which were finally
concluded in Decenber 2000. The conpetent authority for inplenenting the
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Convention is the Mnistry of Agriculture, Natural Resources and Environnent.
Cyprus has not yet prepared a National Action Programme according to the
Convention, but after participating in COP 5 set up a National Conmittee to
Conbat Desertification with all the related departnments giving initial
i nformati on.

Despite the lack of a national action programe and the gaps in |egislation,
as well as in the organizational structure to control and nanhage
desertification in a holistic way, there is a serious effort by the different
departnents to establish an integrated approach to conbat the problens
encount er ed. There are already ongoing programmes ainmng to contro
desertification.

The Cyprus governnment is mnmaking serious efforts in order to conbat the
i npacts caused by desertification with existing progranmes. The need for a
conprehensive national action progranme that will guide efforts towards a
common goal — the fight against desertification, has been recognized. It is
the Government’s goal to establish such a programme and integrate al
efforts.

GECRG A

CGeorgia, a small nountainous country? on the eastern coast of the Black Sea
signed the United Nations Convention to Conbat Desertification (UNCCD) in
1994. In 1999, the Parlianment of GCeorgia ratified the Convention, and on 21
Cct ober 1999, Ceorgia becane a Party to the UNCCD

From an econonic point of view, «currently GCeorgia represents a typica
country with an econony in transition and a set of associated problens.
Difficulties are exacerbated by the political disturbances; these plagued the
country in the early 1990s, shortly after it had restored independence, and
the catastrophic results have not passed away so far

The country is still at the stage of developing its legislation. Despite the
fact that after adoption of the new Constitution in 1995 and several hundreds
of new laws of which approximately 50 are directly related to the

envi ronnent al and rel evant fields (environmental protection, nat ur al
resources nanagenent, |and use and agricultural practices) - today Georgia' s
environnmental legislation is a confusing mxture of laws and especially

regul ations (sub-laws) and technical standards based on heterogeneous
legislative and judicial provisions adopted on the one hand from the
| egislation of the western countries — especially that of European Union, and
on the other hand from fornmer Soviet legislation. This is one of the nain
obstacles on the way to integrated sustainable strategy and policy
devel opnent, inplenmentation and enforcenent in Ceorgia.

Presently, the econony of the country is in such a state that it is not
realistic to expect conprehensive problem solving environnental nationa
i nvestment programes. At the sanme tinme, the environnental problens are so
huge that foreign support, as well as donmestic investnment possibilities, can

> Popul ation — 4.5 nmillions (census 2002), area — 69700 knf.
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only stimulate and facilitate a process of economic and institutiona
reforms. In connection with this it is very inportant to identify priority

directions of t he envi ronnent al (including desertification i ssues)
institutional and legal system at the early stage of the devel opnent. These
priorities will be directly related to the sectors of national econony and

envi ronnent.

At present, the state is poor and the environment is not as valued as it
should be. It is difficult to get funds from the state budget for
environnental and sustainable natural resources managenent purposes. There
are no central environmental or nature conservation funds, neither on the
nati onal nor on the regional and runicipal |evels. Conplete perception of the
specific situation in Georgia is necessary in order to work out and inplenent
realistic policies that warrant sustainable developnent strategy of the
country.

“The Programme for Social-Econom c Recovery and Economic Gowth of Georgia”
was approved by Decree N 89 (10.03.2001) of the President of GCeorgia. “The
Indicative Plan for Social and Econonic Devel opnent for the years 2001-2005"
was approved recently by Oder N 513 (25.05.2001) of the President of
Ceorgia. These docunments enbrace other sector plans and programres already
exi sting, and include inplenmentation of projects on “Protecting the Soil from
Erosion” and “Inproving the Soil Fertility” as parts of agricultural sector
devel opnent programme, as well as some neasures envisaged by Nationa

Environnmental Action Plan (approved in the year 2000). However, as practice
shows, inplenentation of such najor plans depends on many factors and is not
al ways realistic.

The main environmental policy document in Georgia (that should address also
probl ens of desertification) is the National Environmental Action Programre
(NEAP), with the five-year span. The first NEAP, prepared under the auspices
of the Mnistry of the Environnent and Natural Resources Protection (MENRP),
was approved by a Decree of the President of Georgia in My 2000. It
identifies priority environmental problenms in the country and proposes short
and nmedium term institutional and regulatory changes and investnment actions
to address the problens. Nunerous ninistries, departnents, scientific
i nstitutions, non-governnental organizations, |local and foreign environnental
experts have contributed to the process of the NEAP devel opnent.

Desertification problens are addressed in the section of NEAP devoted to
Agricultural Land Use. According to the NEAP, the main environnmental problem
associated with CGeorgian agriculture is soil erosion. Soil erosion is caused
mainly by poor agricultural practice, such as devel opnent of steep slopes
deforestati on of nountains; overgrazing; irrigation |leading to washing away
of topsoil. In recent years practically no neans for fighting soil erosion
have been depl oyed since no funds have been avail abl e.

Desertification in the eastern part of GCeorgia has intensified due to
overgrazing and climatic changes (reduction of rainfall) in the region. About
3000 ha has been eroded including Shiraki, Eldari, lori, Taribana, Natbeuri
Naormari, O e and Jeiran-chel valleys, the ridges, plateau and the mgjor part
of the south slope of Kakheti ridge.
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Vast areas are salinated. In particular, 59,200 ha are strongly salinated,
while for 54,340 ha salination is npderate. About 15,000 ha of hunus-sulfate
soi|ls need recl amati on.

To alleviate the problens related to soil erosion and desertification the
NEAP proposes to enable investnent projects and institutional changes.
However, these proposals are of a rather general nature.

Since 1998, GCeorgia has devel oped environnental sector-specific strategies
such as “lInitial National Comunication under UNFCCC' (includes also draft
adaptation strategies for expected changes in climate. Adopted in 1999),
“Biodiversity Strategy” (developnent started in 1997), “Forestry Strategy”
(devel opment started in 1998). Yet, sector-specific strategy or action plan
for conmbating desertification has been devel oped so far in Georgia. Wth the
support of the UNCCD secretariat, the country is to finalize its first NAP in
2002.

In 1999, MENRP formulated a draft proposal for the establishnent of the UNCCD
Nati onal Coordinating Body. After consultations with relevant agencies, the
President of Georgia issued Decree N 282 (15.07.2001) “On the Establishnment
of the Permanent State Commission on the Inplenmentation of the United Nations
Convention to Conbat Desertification” (PSC). The Commission is to consist of
representatives of relevant governnental agencies and academi c institutions.
PSC doesn’t include non-governmental representatives due to sone linitations
i nposed by legislative provisions for such comm ssions. The Charter of PSC
envi sages a leading role for MENRP within the State Coordi nati ng Commi ssi on.
At present, the National Focal Point (NFP) to the UNCCD is the staff nenber
of the Mnistry of Environnent and Natural Resources Protection, working as
the Head of the Division of Environmental Policy.

The Scientific Advisory Board (SAB) was created under the aegis of PSC. SAB
has 24 nenbers, anong them 15 doctors of science. SAB' s constitution and
regul ati on are approved through the order of the Mnister of Environment and
Nat ural Resources Protection.

Due to the overall problens in the country’s econony and governnental budget
the MENRP funding is quite limted. Mterial resources and neans for
communi cati on are not adequate either.

In cooperation with governnmental as well as scientific establishments and
NGOs, with the support of the UNCCD secretariat, MENRP and NFP in 2000-2002
undert ook several activities on the UNCCD. In 2000, a first awareness-raising
meeting on the upcom ng preparation of the NAP was held at MENRP at the
initiative of the national focal point. About 20 state agencies and
scientific institutions attended the neeting. The awareness canpaignh on
desertification issues was first launched also in 2000, under the progranme
“I'nstitutional Capacity Building of NFP” through the assistance of the UNCCD
secretariat. The text of the Convention and nany informational nmaterials were
translated into GCeorgian. To identify the level of public awareness and
possi bl e ways for informational canpaign, a |ocal NGO was contracted to carry
out the sociological survey of 300 local residents from the territories
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affected/threatened by desertification, with sonme interesting results
ment i oned bel ow.

* Local population awareness of the desertification threats proved to be
nedi um

e Correlation between the awareness and education |evel of respondents was
hi gh;

e Water resources deficiency, forest 1logging, clinmte changes and weak
adm ni strati on/ managenent were naned anong the reasons for desertification;

e Public expectations were pessimstic, with the “extinction and ecol ogi cal
catastrophe” anticipated unless the governnment (sic!) intervenes to inprove
agricultural water availability, forest protection, availability of energy
(natural gas and electric power), and state of eroded soil;

« Social activity of wonmen was found high (also due to the high rate of nale
unenpl oynent) .

Anot her NGO | aunched a public awareness canpai gn, including:

e Series of articles in central/local newspapers;

e Docunentary film “Desertification” shot locally and shown on central (under
the Channel | programme “Equilibriuni; repeated three tinmes) and |ocal TV
stati ons;

e Leaflet on desertification, focusing on local problens and distributed in
nmore than 20 conmunities through 3-day informational canpaign.

The preparation of the first NAP of Georgia started in 2000. Its draft was
devel oped through active involvenent of all the stakeholders dealing with the
problens of desertification including governmental departnents, acadenic
institutions, NGOs, |ocal governmental bodies of the regions threatened or
affected by desertification. At the final stage, NAP will be submitted to the
Presi dent of Georgia for final approval.

In GCeorgia draft laws and regulations in the field of environnental

protection are routinely published and publicly debated. The new
Adm ni strative Code of Ceorgia (1999) boosted the right of the public to have
access to any information (except the information containing state or
comrercial secrets) that is possessed by any governnental institution. The
ratification of the United Nations Economc Conmission for Europe (ECE)

Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Mking
and Access to Justice in Environnental Mtters by the Georgian Parlianent

(11.02.2000) was a step further in this direction.

NGOs have been actively involved in the devel opment of various environnental
docunents (including also draft NAP, with its final version prepared by the
NGO “Noah's Ark Centre for Recovery of Endangered Species (NACRES)”).
However, the participation of the local population is often facing
difficulties; local NG still lack the necessary expertise as well as
funding to facilitate the process, while national NGOs nostly did not manage
to devel op operational branches outside big towns.
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NGCs have already built the practice of networking on specific sector
pr obl ens, as well as the mechanisnms of nonminating and authorizing
representatives to certain institutions. These mechanisnms were enacted al so
in the NAP devel opment process and will be naintained afterwards.

Local government can be involved through routine governnental channels, as

well as through newy energed (however, still weak) organizations wth
hori zontal |inkages (e.g. the Association of Sakrebul 0s?).

It will take significant efforts to keep the level of information exchange
with local comrunities high. Still, measures to raise awareness and educate

| ocal popul ations and authorities are presently linmted to short-term (nostly
NGO) campaigns with narrow tasks. Mass nmedia opportunities are downgraded due
to the failures of power supply to renpote regions and inability of locals to
pay for relatively expensive newspapers.

First of all, the real understanding of and interest in to the problemhas to
be devel oped locally; practical and pragmatic approaches |ike, for instance,
pilot projects on agricultural practices inprovenent, could serve as good
stimuli for the dissemnation of interest in population groups. Activities
targeting specific categories are various; e.g. scientific and acadenic
circles were routinely informed and addressed during the draft NAP
preparation process; mass nedia and individual journalists played key role in
awar eness canpai gns. Despite sone concerns, gender issues in general still
are not perceived as a problemin Georgia, e.g. wonmen representation in PSC
is one-third; however, both PSC Chair and NFP are presently wonen.

There was no commtnent taken so far by governnents of international partners

in regard to involvenent in the process of NAP preparation and
i mpl ement ati on. Nevert hel ess, the activities of foreign partners in
interrelated sectors of the Georgian econony (such as biodiversity
conservation, land resources managenent, forestry nanagenment, agricultural
practice inprovenent, etc.) indicate the possibility for future expansion of
these activities into desertification-related areas as well. There is a
significant potential for establishnent of efficient |linkages to the

desertification issue within the framework of sonme ongoing and planned bi-
and nmultilateral projects.

Activities in the field of conbating desertification definitely took place in
past, including Soviet-time neasures designed to conbat |and degradation and
erosion. These neasures usually targeted quite narrow objectives (e.g. to
conply with certain standards on structural devel opnent of certain types of
arable lands); their inplenentation was considered the responsibility of
singl e governmental structure alone (e.g. Mnistry of Agriculture) and, for
this reason, only regulatory instrunents were usually enployed. Not
surprisingly, the results of such a policy seemed to be at |east mixed and
their positive effects (if any), being not supported locally, disappeared as
soon as the regulatory framework changed in line wth fundamental re-
structuring of the governance systemin the 1990s.

3 “Sakrebulo” (literally — “the assembly”) — elective board with |ocal governance
power in Georgia.
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O course, new approaches should be taken in collecting and eval uation of
that experience, in light of the principles of sustainability.

In the international cont ext, bi | ateral agreements of Georgia wth
nei ghbouring Armenia and Azerbaijan on the protection of the environnent
i ncl ude cl ear provisions on cooperation in regard to "sensitive transboundary
ecosystens". Both agreenents enphasize the inportance of regi onal
col laboration in conmbining efforts to solve regional and gl obal environnental
probl enms. Some projects have already addressed transboundary cooperation. For
i nstance, a UNDP-CEF project “Conservation of Arid and Semi-Arid Ecosystens
in the Caucasus” was inplenmented by the NGO “NACRES’ in the south-east part
of country and some transboundary areas too. The project objective was to
protect arid and seni-arid ecosystens from degradation through sustainable
managenent of natural resources. To achieve this objective the project |ooked

at: identification of the agricultural practices that favour the protection
of the ecosystens and key species; managenent of transboundary ecosystens
with active participation of land users; increasing public awareness and

information. Valuable material and data acquired through these project
activities were utilized fully while preparing the draft NAP.

It should be nentioned also that following the decision of its Advisory
Council, desertification was declared as a mmjor priority area for the
activities of the New Regional Environmental Centre for the Caucasus (NREC
Caucasus®) for the year 2002.

Therefore, local capacity building conplenented by transboundary cooperation
whenever feasible, should be considered as a vital elenment of the NAP. Wth
the privatization and land tenure reform approaching the final stage, |ocal
governnents and populations possess nore power in natural resources
managenent; unfortunately, this not always inplies that the responsibilities
are al so recogni zed and acknow edged.

The process of NAP devel opnment can considerably benefit from “overl appi ng”
activities in bordering sectors of environment protection. Nevertheless,
consul tation and coordi nati on processes between the three conventions (UNCCD,
UNFCCC and Convention on Biological Diversity) are not formalized and takes
pl ace only occasionally.

As for financing, Georgia has very linmted sources of internal funding and —
unfortunately - even worse lack of adequate nmnagenent. Revenues from so-
called "ecological" taxes that are inmposed on the harnful substance
eni ssi ons/ di scharges, fuel retail and natural resources used, should be spent
on environment protection; in practice, it never happens. The governnent has
not determined specific mechanisms to ensure financing for conbating
desertification. Mreover, it would be naive to expect that government will
allocate sufficient funds from internal resources to conbat desertification,
even if it had included these funds in the budget (e.g., earmarking the

4 Established in 2000 through the agreenent between Georgia and the European
Conmi ssion. Located in Thilisi, Georgia. Serves all three south Caucasian countries,
with all Parties having signed its charter. USA supported NREC Caucasus establishnent
through separate agreenent with Georgia. Several activities, especially small grant
programmes, |aunched in 2001 via the support of TACIS and bilateral donors — USA,
Swi tzerl and, Denmark, etc.



| CCD/ CRI C(1)/5/ Add. 2
Page 39

revenues from “ecol ogical taxes”) — too often in Georgia budget promnises fail
to turn into sonething real.

The use of private funds is problematic for several reasons, including the
limted capacity of internal private financial institutions, as well as the
issue of an inportant conpetitor - nation-wide social priorities (salaries
and pensions arrears are very high in the state-owned sector).

Local offices of UNDP, the Wrld Bank, “TACIS' programme of the European
Union, USAID, etc, as well as bilateral donors (governments of France,
Cermany, the Netherlands, Norway, UK, Denmark, others) provide a very
i nportant source of external special funding for the environnent; yet their
availability for local conmmunities (outside big towns) is still low and
requi renents for project design are higher than the local capacity in nost
areas and districts.

The UNCCD secretariat assisted financially the process of the preparation of
the first Georgian NAP. Internal sources of the MENRP and other institutions
have added in-kind contributions (space, facilities, etc.), as budgetary
funds are extrenely limted.

Al t hough information systems on desertification at the national |evel do not
exi st, several agencies (e.g. Mnistry of Agriculture and Food, State
departnent of Statistics, etc.) collect data that could be used for rel evant
indicators, if these indicators in turn existed. The problemis that even the
data that was gathered is not properly used. Raw data is of no use for
deci si on-maki ng, and there is no nechanism for data processing to transform
it into useful information. Access to information is also troublesonme for the
main actors, as the data is dispersed and often not comunicated to other
agencies at all, or subjected to “paynments for services”.

Again, it is the NAP to conbat desertification that should address these
issues for the first time in Georgia. Wth the assistance of the UNCCD
secretariat and partner countries, and with the notivation and conm tnent
fromthe NCB and NFP along with other actors, the NAP is expected not to fail
expect ati ons.

GREECE

During this reporting period, Geece continued inplementing the UNCCD through
the acceptance of +the National Action Programme (NAP) for conbating
desertification by the Government and the publication in the Governnent's
Gazette of the Common M nisterial Decision (CVD), which instructs the public
services and the stakeholders to inplenment it. The CMD contains guidelines
for the creation of the required agencies and the application of policies and
nmeasur es described in the NAP.

Due to the nmulti-sectoral nature of desertification, the actors and the
action taken are not assigned to a specific programe under the title of
"desertification”, but they are distributed to the relevant central and | ocal
agencies in the frame of national and regional devel opnent projects.
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The Geek National Committee for Conbating Desertification (GNCCD) has
officially published the National Action Programme (NAP) in its final form
The NAP was distributed to stakeholders, relevant governnental, non-
governnental and | ocal agencies and authorities.

The Common M nisterial Decision (CMD) instructs all the related governnental
and non-governnental agencies to:

« apply the neasures described in the Action Programe,

e incorporate the policies and neasures into the |ocal devel opnent plans,

e apply the programme through coordinated and integrated local projects
securing the consent and participation of the involved stakehol ders

e develop |ocal agencies which wll undertake the application and
coordination of all the policies and neasures at |ocal |eve

e« develop and apply projects, studies and strategies required additionally to
those described in the NAP for conbating desertification at local |eve

« apply the NAP starting fromsix pilot areas, where the nmain targets are set

for sectors: of the operations of responsible agencies, agriculture,
forests, pastures, wild life, water resources and soci o-econonics.

The relevant mnistries are planning the follow ng tasks:

Agricul tural sector

In the agricultural sector, the Agro-Environnental Measure of Rural
Devel opnent Pl anning for the period 2000-2006, has been approved and is being
i mpl ement ed. The measures includes the follow ng actions:

e Biological agriculture

« Biological aninmal production

* Long period set-aside of agricultural |ands

* Reduction of ground water pollution by nitrogen of agricultural origin

e Conservation and reconstruction of terraces on inclined Ilands for
protection from erosion

e Formulation of Codes of Good Agricultural Practice, which constitutes the
regulatory frame in which agricultural activities will be applied.

Forest sector

e The Forest Functional Plan

e Plans financed by the EU

e Research projects financed by the Geek Governnent and realized by the
National Agriculture Research Foundation (N.AG RE.F.) and the University of
Thessal oni ki (Forestry Departnent)

e Clarification of the land ownership status in forests has continued,
according to the national cadastral plan

e Soil classification

« Mapping of forest |ands

e Forest protection

« Forest nmanagenent
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e Forest plant nurseries
e Protection of nopuntain watersheds

Wat er resources

In the field of water resources the relevant governnmental agencies are
pl anni ng:

e Institutional neasures for the inplenmentation of EU Directive 2000/ 60/ EC

e Preparation of integrated water resource nanagenent plans for every water
district

e The provision of institutional tools for better coordination of water
resour ce managenent

e Extension of water storage facilities (dams, reservoirs and artificial
wat er recharging

* Devel opnent of coastal and inland karstic water resources

Soci 0- econom ¢ sector

The Plans approved and applied by the Mnistry of Agriculture in this sector
aim to keep the population in the agrarian areas, and to provide technical
support and information for the rural population. They include plans of early
retirement for farmers of advanced age and the pronotion of agro-tourismin
mount ai nous and other marginal l|ands. The plans are inplenmented giving
priority to areas with denographic problens, nany of which are located in
areas threatened by desertification

National plans and strategies in other social and econonic areas are applied
in the follow ng fields:

Infrastructure

A network of major public works |Iike notorways, bridges, schools and
hospitals are being constructed and/or planned, which are targeted towards
the inprovenent of the econonical basis of the country and the popul ation,
and which will inprove the capacity and the efficiency of the governnent and
the public in conbating desertification

Count rysi de devel opnent

The main ains of the general countryside devel opnent for the period 2000-2006
are:

e The inprovenent of the conpetitiveness of the Greek agriculture

e The viable and integrated devel opnent of the countryside

e Ensuring social cohesion and security for the entire agrarian popul ation

e The subsidizing of young farners

e The encouragenent of biological farmng

e The provision of nedical assistance to the popul ation of agricultural areas
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Research relating to desertification

The Greek National Comrittee for Conbating Desertification (GNNCD) and the
Agricultural University of Athens have recently devel oped systens for snal
and large-scale nmapping of desertification-sensitive areas and produced
respective maps. The systens are enpirical and they have been incorporated in
the National Action Programme to Conbat Desertification

The GNNCCD and the Agricultural University of Athens are cooperating in as
EU- supported multinational project, PESERA, for the devel opnent of a regiona
di agnostic tool for predicting soil erosion rates under various types of |and
use, soil, and | andscape characteristics.

Ground water aquifers subjected to seawater intrusion due to their geol ogica
structure or to their over-punpi ng have been investigated and napped by P.
Pergialiotis and Sp. Papadakos.

The National Agricultural Research Foundation (N.AGRE F) is conducting
research on several thenes directly or indirectly related to desertification

A list of benchmarks and indicators used in evaluating the degree of
i mpl enentation of the UNCCD in Greece are reported.

Institutional nmeasures taken to inplement the Convention include the
establishing of the GNCCD as a national coordinating body by decision of the
M nister of Agriculture. The national action prograne provides that the
central coordination and nonitoring of its inplenentation is undertaken by
the National Committee. It also provides that |local commttees for conbating
desertification should be created and function according to NAP and CMD in
each region and prefecture. These committees have not yet been created.

The NAP is inplenmented through the general devel opnent plans at national and
regional level included in the budgets of all these services. On the regional
level, the local authorities may refer to the GNCCD for scientific guidance
and information. Their programes are financed by their own budgets.

In the field of awareness raising, a satisfactory canpai gn has been conducted
through the mass nedia, and neetings, conferences and workshops have been
organi zed. Copies of the NAP have been sent to all conpetent departnents of
universities in order to include the principles and neasure suggestions in
the courses taught to the students.

Wthin the frame of cooperation wth international partners, Geece is
participating in all actions of the UNCCD Annex |V group, by being in close
coll aboration with nenbers. The Subgroup of the Annex, apart from G eece,
includes Italy, Spain, Portugal and Turkey. For the period 2001-2002, G eece
has the Presidency of the Annex.

Codes of Good Agricultural Practice have been prepared and started being
applied to desertification sensitive areas. They include: strip rotation
along contour lines (with legunmes alternating with other annual crops),
nm ni rum pl oughi ng, ploughing along contour lines, alternating cultivated and
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fallow strips, use of non-soil-eroding irrigation systens on sloping |and and
the prohibition of the burning of crop residues in soils with slope over six
per cent. Subsidies to those practicing biological agriculture are given on
the condition they apply the above neasures.

A plan approved for the recovery and reconstruction of terraces on sl oping
lands is targeted towards soil erosion control, enhanced rainwater storage
pronmotion of traditional farning and reducing tendencies of population
desertion

Clarification of forest-land ownership by the cadastral plan, which is being
prepared, is a basic target of the NAP, since it contributes to preservation
of natural vegetation and pre-fire land use in areas highly sensitive to
desertification.

Ref orestation on burned forest |ands, the managenent of forest ecosystens to
prevent forest fires, forest thinning and maintenance of the appropriate
forest structure, pre-fire land use nanagenent procedures, rapid fire
detection, <control and fire danmage linitation are planned and applied
according to the Forest Functional Plan

The inplenentation of the plans for devel oping water resources at all |evels,
the establishment and operation of the regional water mnanagenent services

the issue of regulation decisions by prefectures to protect water resources
per water basin and the exertion of effective checking on infringenment of the
law and infliction of the respective penalties are ensured by the respective
| aws. A water database is being prepared.

Local agencies were engaged in repairing and renovating the irrigation
networks and in developing integrated irrigation systens. Water recycling and
re-usage is inplenmented through the plans of the Land Reclanation Directorate
for facing drought as well as the local I|and reclanmation organizations.

The actions for conbating drought are being realized by the construction of
dams and water deposits. The Mnistry of Agriculture has continued an
activity initiated in 1994 for facing the drought problem by funding works

like drilling (where the ground water table permts), harvesting of spring
waters, repairing the irrigation networks and other Jland reclamation
projects. The refilling of artificially drained lakes and the planned
diversion of the Acheloos River will contribute toward the recovery of the

desertification-threatened plains of Central G eece.

Fi nanci al support has not been explicitly allocated for conbat i ng
desertification. Funds allocated as well as neasures taken are incorporated
into the devel opnent programmes of the respective mnistries and of the |oca
governnent agencies. Thus is not easy to exactly separate and estinate the
budget available for the inplenmentation of the Convention in the country. The
total anmount spent in 2001 is estimated to be EUR 695, 200, 000.
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HUNGARY
Backgr ound

Hungary, situated in Central Europe, belongs to the continental climatic
zone. However, the country’s weather conditions are influenced by Atlantic
and Mediterranean streans. Despite the fact that natural-geographic
conditions are favourable for agricultural production and that around 70 per
cent of the total area of the country is cultivated, drought is a serious
risk factor, especially on the Geat Plain. The biggest and nost significant
area for agriculture is the Geat Plain in Hungary, an area that can be
declared as dry sub-hum d under the terns of the United Nations Convention to
Conmbat Desertification (UNCCD). The Geat Plain has been hit by severe
drought events.

Moreover, large parts of Hungary belong to the sub-humid and sem-arid
climatic belt. The country has suffered serious droughts, and drought events
have becone nore intensive and nore frequent during the past decades. As far
as drought danmge is concerned, the agricultural sector is the nost directly
exposed to the harnful inpacts of extrenely dry conditions. Besides, natura
habitats and all sectors of the econony and a significant part of the society
suffer fromthe effects of drought.

The epistemic conmunity described that the years between 1984 and 1993
constituted the driest period in Hungary since 1881. There is a dangerous
decrease identified in the series of the ratio of annual precipitation to
potential evapotranspiration (P/PE), according to which Hungary can be
identified as an "affected country” under the terns of the UNCCD

As far as future tendencies are concerned, analyses of climatic data on |ong-
term observations in Hungary denonstrate that a significant decreasing
tendency in precipitation and average soil noisture content is anticipated.

Partici patory processes involving civil society, non-governnenta
organi zati ons and conmuni ty-based organi zati ons

The draft version of the National Drought Strategy provides for the
establishnent of the National Drought Conmm ssion, which should serve as an
interdisciplinary and inter-mnisterial organization for coordinating the
i npl enentation of the Strategy. The Commission should operate in tight
cooperation with the National Focal Point, and should include representatives
of different research institutions and agencies, corresponding to the conpl ex
and interdisciplinary nature of drought and its diverse inpacts.

In line with the provisions of the Aarhus Convention, of which Hungary becane
a Party in 2001, Hungary pronotes public involvenent and access to
i nformati on, also in connection with the UNCCD

The UNCCD was translated into Hungarian and nmade available to the public, and
on the recent occasion of the Wrld Day to Conmbat Desertification and
Drought, research institutions organized an expert neeting supported by the
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Mnistry for Environnent and Water with the aim of focusing on the conplex
i ssue of |and degradati on.

Legislative and institutional franmeworks or arrangenents

Taking into account that drought inpacts not only agriculture and plant
production, but also all living organisms, including human beings, and that
damage can occur not only in cultivated fields but also in non-cultivated and
nature protected areas as well as in human society, there is a global need to
search for policies and neasures to prevent and nitigate the harnful effects
of drought, and to inprove the preparedness of the whole society. Therefore,
Hungary is interested in taking national and international drought mtigation
actions. Consequently, the Hungarian Parlianent decided upon Hungary's
accession to the UNCCD in 1999 (Parlianentary Resolution No. 47/1999 (V.
3.)). The country’s accession to the Convention entered into force on 11
COct ober 1999.

In Hungary, the responsible national coordinating body for the inplementation
of the UNCCD is the Mnistry for Environnent and Water, and the national
focal point is a representative of the Mnistry. One of the |eading Hungarian
experts was nominated and accepted to the UNCCD Roster of |ndependent
Experts. The Act on Environmental Protection and the Act on Nature
Conservati on address the objectives of the Convention.

The establishrment of the National Drought Commission is underway. It should
serve as an interdisciplinary and inter-mnisterial organi zation for
coordinating the inplenmentation of the forthcom ng National Drought Strategy
in Hungary. The Comm ssion should include representatives of the nost
rel evant research institutions and agencies, in line with the conplex and
interdisciplinary nature of drought and its diverse inpacts. It is desirable
that within the framework of the Commission, at |east three sub-committees
are created, each focusing on primary needs as follows: a) nonitoring, b)
i mpact and vul nerability assessnent, and c) nitigation and response.

During the initial phase, the Conmission should nake an inventory of all
forms of assistance that are available from local, state and/or regional
authorities in the time of severe drought, and evaluate drought mnmtigation
programmes for their ability to address short-term energency situations and
long-term mitigation actions. Assistance should be defined in a broad sense
in order to include all fornms of available technical and relief programes.
The Commi ssion could act based on information and recomendati ons provi ded by
the sub-conmittees, and response options nmust be determ ned for each of the
princi pal i mpact sectors identified by sub-committees; and evaluate
programmes at the national and regional levels to assist agricultural
producers, nunicipalities and other stakeholders in the event of energency.

Hungary has been in contact with the International Drought Information Center
of the University of Nebraska (Lincoln, USA). Hungarian scientists and
experts have participated in several international organizations aimng at
mtigating the effects of drought, nost actively in the working groups of the
International Conmi ssion on Irrigation and Drainage (1 CID), where a Hungarian
expert functions as the chairman of the European Regional Wrk Team on
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Drought. This particular international work team prepared and organized
several workshops and conferences on drought mitigation, and conpiled a guide
for the nenber countries of ICID entitled How to Wrk Qut a Drought
Mtigation Strategy (1998). Wen preparing the National Drought Strategy of
Hungary, these guidelines are given full consideration.

Resource npobilization and coordi nati on, both donestic and international,
i ncl udi ng concl usi ons of partnership agreenents

According to the information submitted by Hungary to the UNCCD Financial
Information Engine on Land Degradation (FIELD) database, Hungary is
determned to continue preventing and mtigating the effects of drought, in
cooperation with relevant institutions such as the IC D European Regional
Wrk Team on Drought, the Hungarian National Comrittee of ICID (mainly
technical and scientific support); providing financial resources from the
annual budget of the Mnistry for Environnent and Water and the Mnistry of
Agricul ture and Rural Devel opnent.

In Hungary, there are conpleted and ongoing projects concerning drought
analysis and the elaboration of the National Drought Strategy. Additional
financial resources are needed from different sources to work out the
National Action Progranmme for Drought Mtigation and to operate the National
Drought Committee.

Li nkages and synergies with other environnmental conventions and,
as appropriate, with national devel opnent strategies

In the international context, the UNCCD can be declared as one of the
conventions of the Rio process. This nmeans that it has significant synergies
with the United Nations Framework Convention on dinmate Change and the
Convention on Biological D versity. Consequently, the national coordinating
bodies for the national level inplementation of all three above conventions
is the Mnistry for Environnent and Water, and therefore the national focal
poi nts of the conventions can work in tight cooperation with each other.

The principles and provisions of the Aarhus Convention are fully taken into
consideration in Hungary, as the country is a Party to the Conventi on.

Hungary is conmitted to fulfilling its obligations under the UNCCD, and
certain provisions of the Convention are specifically inportant for the
country. Hungary pronotes the adoption of an integrated approach when
addressing the different aspects of the process of desertification and
drought. Besides, within the franmework of sustainable devel opnent policy, the
country has incorporated drought mitigation concerns into national policies
and nmeasures. At the national |evel, the National Environnmental Programre for
1997-2002 and the concept of mat for 2003-2008 incorporate drought nitigation
issues to be addressed and tasks to be fulfilled in the long term
Furthernore, |and degradation and drought are identified as issues of key
i mportance that require different nmeasures for mitigation in the National
Agri-environnental Programe. Hungary as an Accession Country to the European
Union is preparing its National Developnment Plan within the framework of the
accession process, which deternines a frame for future activities, inter



| CCDY CRI C( 1)/ 5/ Add. 2
Page 47

alia, for drought mtigation actions. Al these programes are in harnony
with each other, and serve the overall purpose of sustainabl e devel opnent.

Measures for the rehabilitation of degraded land and for early warning
systens for nmitigating the effects of drought

The National Drought Strategy, which builds wupon national results and
i nternational experiences, is in the final stage of preparation as of June
2002, under the guidance of the Mnistry of Agriculture and Rural
Devel opment. The Strategy will sumarize the underlying concepts, nethods,
steps and sources for preventing and nitigating drought damage in the
country, and provide a basis for further actions in this field. The Strategy
is being elaborated taking into account the relevant national devel opnent
strategies, policies and environnental programres. National Action Programmes
on Drought Mtigation will be prepared and elaborated on the basis of the
National Drought Strategy, following its future approval by the Hungarian
CGover nnent .

Until the present day, there have been several neasures taken by both
governnmental and non-governnental organizations to mtigate the harnful
i npacts of drought in Hungary. However, in nbst cases, those neasures have
been sporadi ¢ and inadequately consolidated. Mst of the neasures have been
reactive rather preventive, and the actions have had partial effects. In
order to learn as nmuch as possible from the past experiences of drought
mtigating nmeasures, it is essential to carefully analyse those neasures, and
to draw the conclusions of +their evaluation as precisely as possible.
Attitudes towards drought nmitigation actions should shift from the crisis
managenent type of actions to risk managenent, where a proactive approach is
taken well in advance of drought events, so that nitigation can really reduce
dr ought i npacts.

There are several indices used for drought estimation and forecasting in
Hungary, serving the primary purpose of early warning. The nost widely used
i ndices are the follow ng in Hungary.

At the Hungarian WMeteorol ogical Service, an operational statistical
(anal ogue) technique for |ong-range forecasting was devel oped and has been
used for 20 years. Programmes are under preparation targeting autonatic
data-reading fromthe forecasted fields, and autonatic data processing and
verification.

As for drought severity, the Palner Drought Severity Index (PDSI) is
applied. On a countrywi de scale both the index values and their spatial
extent are inportant. In certain cases, the Standardized Precipitation
Index (SPlI) series of 3-, 6-, 9- and 18-nonth tine scales are cal cul at ed.
The shorter tinme scales of SPI can characterize water supply changes in
short tinme periods in the year.

Hydr ol ogi sts and water authorities prefer to use the Palfai Aridity I|ndex
(PAI) for drought prediction and evaluation. The main aim of this nethod,
whi ch has been designed for the specific features and conditions of the
country, is to calculate the possible situation until the end of the year
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based on the given spring conditions. The index can be used for making
conpari son between the wet and/or dry situations of different periods as
well as of different areas, and it is also appropriate for sone predicting
purposes if cal culations of PAl val ues are nade continuously.

Agro-Hydro Potential (AHP) is used nminly by agrononists. This index
describes the water denmand satisfying ability of a certain area for a
concrete plant stand existing there by the ratio of the effective water
consunption and the water demand. This index can show to what extent and
how long a certain area of agricultural land is able to satisfy the water
demand of a given crop stand living on it, and it is appropriate for
expressi ng drought occurrence and the different | evels of water scarcity.

Al though a separate drought early warning system has not been established
yet in Hungary, early warning activities are based on the above indices.
Wth the objective of providing a nore conprehensive framework for
i mproving early warning and drought nonitoring and mtigation techniques,
the creation of a Regional Drought Preparedness Network for Central and
Eastern Europe is initiated, in which Hungary woul d take a | eading role.

Dr ought and desertification nonitoring and assessnent

The above-nentioned indicators constitute a solid base not only for
establishing an early-warning system but also for constructing a nation-
wide nonitoring system for drought analysis and forecasting. Based on the
use of the Palfai Aridity Index, a partial drought nonitoring system is
operating in water managenent and provides infornmation first of all to the
experts of the local water authorities dealing with drought mitigation. It
is planned that this system will be extended, and a general drought
nmoni toring and forecasting systemto be established in cooperation with the
Hungarian Meteorological Service, and a special database for drought
analysis is due to be created.

One of the main tasks is to find out comon nethods and indices for
expressing the severity of drought events, and for forecasting nore precisely
the occurrence of drought not only at the national, but also at the
international level. Another inportant task is to draw a national and a
Eur opean drought severity map to show the spatial distribution of drought in
the countries of the region and in the whole of Europe. In order to be able
to meke these plans a reality, concerted actions and tight international
cooperation anobng the countries involved are necessary. Therefore, a project
proposal is wunder elaboration aimng at the creation of an international
(European) research team or consortium dealing with the above nmentioned
probl ems net hodol ogi cally and technically. This proposal will be submitted to
the European Union’s Sixth Framework Program for Research, Technol ogical
Devel opment and Denonstration for some financial support with the help of
which these problens could be solved. Hungary is one of the proposing
countries of these initiatives and ready to take a leading role in such
i nternational cooperation.
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Access by affected country Parties, particularly affected devel opi ng
country Parties, to appropriate technol ogy, know edge and know how

In Hungary, nost of the advanced technologies both in agricultural and
i ndustrial processing, in the different services, and in the research and
devel opnent activities are well-known and used. Although cleaner technol ogies
are used in certain ar eas of producti on, their utilization is
not w despread. Capital and investnent possibilities of farners and
i ndustrial producers are limted, therefore they tend to use conventional
met hods and technol ogies. The agricultural sector is still in transition,
export markets have been re-orientated, the qualitative dinension of
agricultural production has conme to the fore as opposed to the quantitative
enphasi s of the part.

Therefore, greater dissem nation of best available techniques in the drought
mtigation practices is a mgjor task for the future in Hungary.

| SRAEL

This report covers the years 2000 and 2001. It presents the current status of
efforts to conbat agai nst desertification in Israel, as an affected country.

Israel is dry land country, with dry sub-humd, senmi-arid, arid and hyper-
arid dry lands covering its area successively along north-south and west-east
descendi ng precipitation gradients. Its dry sub-hunmid areas are of an eastern
Medi terranean eco-climatic nature; the senmi-arid area has a strong Asian
biotic conponent, its arid region has a nixture of Mediterranean, Asian and
African desert biota and its hyper-arid areas are of Saharo-Arabian desert
conditions. In Israel, the sensitivity to desertification increases wth
aridity, whereas the exposure to human inpact decreases with aridity.

The arid regions of Israel suffered natural soil erosion due to climte
change during early historical tinmes, and ancient Negev popul ations invested
conmmendabl e terracing efforts to halt this erosion and to develop run-off
agriculture there. From the dawn of history nearly all parts of the country
have been under intensive land use by humans, including pastoralism and
croppi ng, though evidence for desertification or the lack of it during
historical times is not conclusive. At the turn of the 19'" century and the
begi nning of the 20'" century exploitation of woody and herbaceous vegetation
especially in the dry sub-hunmid areas, for firewood and due to grazing,
caused severe soil erosion and significant degradation of vegetation. Many
lowl and regions have becone waterlogged and salinized. It is not known
whet her or not semi-arid dry |ands suffered desertification at that tine.

Measures to conbat dry sub-hunid desertification (afforestation and drai nage)
and develop semi-arid lands (water resource developnent) were initiated by
Jewi sh settlers and the British CGovernment prior to the establishnment of the
State of Israel in 1948. During its first decades, Israeli agriculture
devel opnent, water resource devel opnent, water conservation policies, and
afforestation projects seened to have rehabilitated many previously
desertified areas and to have prevented further desertification. However, in
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recent decades signs of energing desertification and of future potentia
risks have been detected. In the dry sub-hunmid areas there is soi
salinization due to irrigation in dry sub-humd valleys, and increasing
i mpenetrability of dry sub-humid woodl and and “bush encroachnent” |eading to
degraded range quality on the one hand, and woodland fires leading to soil
erosion on the other hand. In the sem-arid areas there are indications of
sheet soil erosion on irrigated agricultural land, and of highly intensified
gully erosion, both in regions of agricultural activity and of grazing
activity. Risk of soil salinization of a large scale nay beconme high due to
expanding areas of agriculture irrigated with treated wastewater, which is
not desalinated. Simlar risk is iminent in arid drylands that are due for
further agricultural developnment to be irrigated with brackish fossil water,
though at a smaller scale. @ully erosion is evident also in the arid region,
and risk of salinization is immnent in the intensive though patchy
agriculture in the hyper-arid areas. Both the arid and the hyper-arid areas
suffer from excessive road construction and use, leading to loss of
vegetation, soil erosion and | oss of water.

Israel has not produced a National Action Programme (NAP) to Conbat
Desertification. In recent years it has initiated and conpleted a Nationa
Master-plan for the dry sub-hunid and part of the semi-arid parts of Israel
and a process of exploring, together wth stakeholders and experts, the
country’s options for sustainable devel opnent and nodalities for synergizing
the joint inplenentation of the R o conventions. A planning workshop carried
out in 1999 wthin the framework of regional cooperation to conbat
desertification in the Mddle East and utilizing a participatory approach,
established a prelimnary tenplate for a NAP, with enphasis on research

An intra-governnmental Steering Committee on Desertification has been set to
coordinate the activities of governnent departnents relating to conbating
desertification, and an advisory professional conmittee advises the Steering
Committee on budget allocation. A list of wurgent activities that my
constitute a framework for an Israeli NAP includes actions for assessing,
conbating and nonitoring soil salinization, sheet and gully erosion, and for
i mproving the nmanagenent of rangel and, woodl and fires and road construction
and use. Above all it is necessary to increase the awareness of the public
and decision-makers alike, to already occurring and future danages from
desertification. It is also critical now to evaluate the feedback between
desertification, loss of biodiversity and predicted future inpacts of clinate
change, and to design an effective joint inplenmentation of the UNCCD, the CBD
(Convention on Biodiversity) and the UNFCCC (United Nations Franmework
Convention on Cimte Change), such that it paves the path for Israel towards
sust ai nabl e devel opnent .

| TALY

Italy ratified the Convention on June 4, 1997, and participates in the UNCCD
activities both as a country affected by desertification and as a donor
country. The National Conmittee was established on 26 Septenber 1997, with
the task of coordinating national and international activities to conbat
desertification, under the chairmanship of the Mnistry of the Environnent
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and Territorial Protection (MATT). The regions and the river basin
authorities are responsible for inplementing territorial policies and for the
programi ng necessary for conbating desertification in Italy.

MATT's Office for the Conservation of the Territory and the Ofice for the
International Protection of the Environnment handle inplenentation at the
nati onal and international |evels respectively of actions associated with the
agreenments, protocols, conmiitnments and regul ati ons undertaken as part of the
UNCCD.

By decree of 8 March 2001, the President of the Council of Mnisters
restructured the National Conmittee to make it nore incisive and increase its
ability to identify the neasures and actions necessary for inplenmenting the
Nati onal Action Progranme.

Represented in the National Committee are the mnistries responsible for
i mpl ementing the UNCCD, other ministries with sectoral jurisdictions, the

Ofice of the President of the Council of Mnisters, the Conference for
State-Region and Autononobus Provinces Relations, representatives  of
envi ronnent al associ ati ons and the assenbl y of non- gover nnent al

or gani zati ons.

The Committee also avails itself of a nultidisciplinary technical-scientific
comni ssi on nade up of experts appointed by the national scientific bodies and
open to contributions fromuniversities and other entities.

In the absence of a specific legislative framework, the main |egislative
ref erences are:

e Law n. 36/94, which governs the use of water resources and establishes that
wat er use nust be directed towards saving and resource renewal, so as not
to harm avail able water resources, environnmental 1livelihoods, agriculture
aquatic wildlife and flora, geonorphol ogical processes and hydrogeol ogi cal
bal ances.

e Law n. 183/89, which led to the establishment of the river basin
authorities and which calls for the drafting of hydrographic basin plans in
order to inplenent a policy to prevent phenonena of hydrogeol ogica
instability, to protect soils, for water purification, and for the
organi zati on, use and nanagenent of water resources.

e Legislative Decree n. 152/1999, which generally reorganized the field of
wat er pollution prevention by subdividing jurisdiction anong the State (and
within individual ninistries), the regions and the |ocal authorities.

The National Action Programme to Conbat Drought and Desertification (NAP)

approved by the Intermnisterial Committee for Economic Programming on 21
Decenber 1999, identifies areas at the national level that are vulnerable to
desertification and the «criteria for inplenenting the fight against
desertification; its purpose is to encourage regions and basin authorities to
identify areas vulnerable to desertification and to identify mtigation and
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adaptation neasures that can be inplenented within the context of the
| egi sl ative franework.

Ten regions and nineteen basin authorities responded to the NAP, for coverage
of 87% of the national territory. These progranmes provided an initial
framework for actions already scheduled and funded and those deened necessary
but still lacking funding. In preparing their action progranmes, the regions
identified certain desertification indicators. Regi onal desertification
vul nerability nmaps were prepared by Puglia, Basilicata, Sicily and Sardini a.

A summary franmework of the proposals presented by the regions and basin
authorities in response to the request of the national action progranme (NAP)
was presented and discussed at the State-Region Conference that approved the
docunent. It was subsequently approved by the Interninisterial Comrttee for
Econom ¢ Progranming (CIPE) in March 2001.

Law 93 of 23 March 2001 acknow edged the need to pursue the work taken up by
the National Comrittee and the action programes of the regions and basin
authorities by allocating funding to pursue the National Committee's
activities and for the regions’ initial activities.

The NAP priorities and identified strategies were shared at neetings and
conferences wth adninistrators, citizens and representatives of the
scientific and technical comunity and were presented and described at
conferences, sem nars and conventions. The topic of citizen participation was
the subject of an international workshop anbng the Annex IV countries, where
nati onal experiences were described and the adoption of a joint methodol ogy
was proposed for consultative purposes. On that occasion, the UNCCD s Focal
Points nmet with the National Mnitors of the European Awareness Scenario
Workshop (EASW. The neeting applied this methodology to the topic of
conbati ng desertification.

There were nmany experinents and projects associated with conbating drought
and desertification in Italy even before the Convention took effect. The nost
i nportant of these involve the supply of water to Italy’' s southern regions.
The Puglia aqueduct, Europe’'s widest, provides nore than 300 million cubic
meters of water per year to over six mllion people. O special significance
are the reclamation co-operatives in the southern regions, both for their
accurmul ation of water resources in Jlarge reservoirs and for their
distribution for agricultural purposes to rural aqueducts and to urban
popul ati ons.

Ref orestation efforts have been carried out in hilly and nountai nous areas,
greatly benefiting the protection of soil and water resources in the affected
areas. Reforestation and fire-prevention efforts are still anong the nore
effective neasures for conbating desertification in Italy.

Currently, no overall assessment is available of the costs and benefits of
the neasures carried out by various institutions and governments over the
last fifty years that would allow us to provide a frame of reference for the
current situation. The neasures carried out certainly mnade possible the
soci o-econom ¢ devel opnment of the nore depressed areas of Italy. But despite
the heavy investnents nade, the southern and island regions remain highly
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vul nerable to the phenonenon of desertification and still today present an
appr eci abl e backwardness in devel opnent conpared to Italy's other regions.

bservation and nmonitoring of desertification processes are currently
conducted by a nation-wi de system consisting of the Regional Environnental
Protection Agencies (which operate at the institutional, training and
techni cal - operational |evel) and by the Regi onal Hydrographi c Services.

Wthin this system the political-decision-naking level (Mnistry of the
Environment and Territorial Protection), the technical-scientific |evel
(ANPA), and the technical -operational |evel (ARPA — APPA) interact with one
anot her .

The main activities for which the scarce available financial resources have
been used for purposes of inplenenting the Convention in Italy have to date
been ainmed at inproving the cognitive framework and the inplenmentation of a
network for collaboration and conparison anong national and international
institutions, for nmanaging plans and programmes and for scientific and
t echnol ogi cal research.

MALTA

The present report represents the first national report on the inplenmentation
of the UN Convention to Conbat Desertification.

Soil erosion in the Maltese Islands has been recognized as a predoninating
desertification and land degradation process and a major threat to the
sustainability of the agricultural sector. Malta's extensive terraces testify
to an age-old practice of soil conservation. However, this has traditionally
necessitated heavy investnent in the maintenance of terraces. Despite this,
there have been very few, if any attenpts to appropriately address and
mtigate this wi despread problemon a national |evel.

In the framework of the Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP) and within its
Coastal Area Managenent Programme (CAMP), a project for Malta was |aunched in
Novenber 1999. The project was oriented towards sustai nabl e managenent of the
coast of Mal t a (in particul ar t he Nor t hwest area). A soi |
erosion/desertification control mnmanagenent activity was inplemented within
the CAMP Malta Project.

The general objective of the activity consisted in contributing to the
nati onal efforts towards sustainable managenent and environmental protection
in Malta, achieved through:

e undertaking and conpleting systematic erosion/desertification surveys and
mappi ng activities at different |evels;

e providing proposals for renedial nmeasures and conservation/
rehabilitation/ protection recomendati ons;

e contributing to the protection, rehabilitation and rational exploitation
of the linmted soil resources, scenic beauty and biodiversity, by applying
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updated and adapted erosion/desertification control managenent strategies
and techni ques.

The project activity was inplenmented through the application of the new
consolidated erosion mapping and assessing nethodological procedure as
defined in the "Guidelines for Erosion and Desertification Control Managenent
with particular reference to Mediterranean Coastal Areas" (UNEP/ MAP/ PAP,
2000).

The nmapping survey procedures nmainly identified and assessed physica
paranmeters and processes that were integrated during the synthesis phase with
soci o- econom ¢ factors such as |and use, |and tenure and urbani zati on

During the inplenentation of the activity, there was a constant concern for
participatory approaches, sustainability assessment and nonitoring and
i ntegration of sectoral surveys. As the participatory approach was consi dered
as a pre-requisite for proper determnation of priority areas and el aboration
of sustainable renedial options, special enphasis was placed on fornmal and
informal contacts with the stakehol ders.

A set of sustainability indicators was also drawn up as a tool for the
devel opnent of trends on erosion/desertification processes and contro
managenent strategi es. The devel opnment of these indicators involved severa
discussions with the nmain land users/stakeholders who also endorsed the
i ndi cators.

As a result of the various field surveys, predictive/descriptive mpping and
the integration of the socio-economc paraneters, priority areas for
imediate intervention were identified and categorized. The diagnostic
analysis of the results clearly indicated that soil erosion (as a
desertification process) is a comon phenonmenon, which needs urgent
attention, especially in the identified priority areas.

REPUBLI C OF MOLDOVA

Strategies and priorities

The Republic of Ml dova is situated in the South Eastern part of Europe and
occupies a substantial area of the territory between the Dniester and Prut
rivers and a narrow strip on the Dniester river left bank. It has comon
borders with Romania in the Wst and with Ukraine in the North, East and
South. The agricultural sector has a leading role in the national econony of
the country, it being at the sanme tinme a destabilizing factor for the soi
cover. Forest resources of the Republic of Ml dova do not exceed 9.6 per cent
of its area. Drought is a frequent phenonenon in the Republic and has a
detrinmental influence on the environnent. The crossed relief of the |andscape
in a situation of an alnobst excessive use of the soil leads to intensive
erosion. One third of agricultural land in the Republic is affected by
erosi on processes.
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In view of the above-nentioned the Republic of Ml dova in 1998 joined the UN
Convention to Conbat Desertification (UNCCD). In the year 2000 the Governnent
approved the national action progranme to conbat desertification in the
Republ i c.

The tasks set up in the Programme are the foll ow ng:

e ldentification of factors leading to desertification, and devel opnent and
i npl enentation of practical neasures ainmed to ensure desertification
control and nelioration of drought consequences;

e Setting up the tasks of the Government, |ocal power adm nistration bodies
and | and users in the context.

The ultimate goal of the governnental programme is preservation of soi
quality and inprovenent of soil fertility in the drought-affected regions.

The following are the main actions ensuring desertification control in this
cont ext :

e Preservation of soil fertility in the desertification affected areas by

the inplementation of soil wuse ecological systens that are socially
accept abl e and econonically feasi bl e;
e Protection of still not degraded land or insignificantly degraded and/or

its conservation for the purpose of its natural rehabilitation

e Inprovenent of the population’s living standards in the desertification-
affected areas, including such neasures as public health protection
nmeasures, inprovenent of sanitary conditions and fam |y planni ng nmeasures.

The programmes and activities approved between 2000 and 2002 |isted bel ow
constitute the nost inportant programmes and plans of action devel oped for
the environment protection purpose, including the ones ained to ensure
desertification control

“National Strategy of sustainable developnent “Mldova - 21”7 (2000). It
i ncorporates all expertise accunmulated so far about techniques and
consequences of interaction between the social, economic and environment
spheres.

“National Concept of the ecol ogical policy” (2002). Special attention in the
Concept is paid to protection and use of natural resources, as well as to
nmeasures ensuring soil preservation.

“Nat i onal conplex Progranme of soil fertility inmprovenment during 2001 — 2020
period of time” (2001). This programme deternines the general strategy of
soil policy within the concept of soil protection and inprovement and
rati onal use of soil resources.

“Conprehensive Plan of Actions and concrete neasures ensuring its
i mpl ementation aimng to dininish the consequences of humidity deficiency in
the soil” (2001). Recommendations for the rational use and preservation of
soil humdity have been devel oped within the Conprehensive Plan of Actions

Semi nars were prepared and hel d.
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“Conprehensive Progranme for soil protection against erosion and for the
i mprovenent of soil fertility in the Gagauz Autononous Territorial Unit”
(2001). The Programme envi sages inplenentation of soil protection projects on
the territory of agricultural enterprises. They presuppose plantation of soil
protecting forest crops on the degraded soils, plantation of soil protection
crops and erosion controlling forest strips as well as plantation of forests
al ong riverbanks and water reservoirs.

“Data base with information regarding soil quality in the Republic of
Mol dova” (2000). A database has been created including different
characteristics of the erosion processes and soil fertility. Statistical

paraneters are given regarding conposition and qualities of soils in the
Republic of Mdldova as well as data regarding |osses caused by the soil
degradati on.

“Progranme for the nitigation of disaster consequences from 2002-2008". This
docunent envi sages energency di saster control neasures, which are presupposed
to be financed with the State Budget resources in the amount of 81 nillion
lei (out of which 51 nmillion lei are earmarked for trees plantation).

The followi ng Programes are under devel opnent at present:

“Programme for the rehabilitation of forest stocks and for the new forest
pl antations from 2002-2020", which presupposes inplenentation of works within
a 600,000 lei budget (32,000 lei annually) for rehabilitation and forest
pl antation on a 96,000 ha area.

“Conprehensi ve Programme for the assinmilation of new territories and increase
of soil fertility over 15 years”, envisaging inplenentation of nmeasures to
i ncrease the forest stocks in the Republic of Mldova up to 523,000 ha, which
will constitute 17 per cent of the forest covered territory (conpared to the
preset area of 9.6 per cent).

The National Coordination Centre

A working group created in 2002 within the Mnistry of Ecol ogy, Construction
and Land Devel opnent coordi nates the inplementation of the UNCCD decisions in
the Republic of Ml dova. During the period of time follow ng the devel opnent
and presentation of the first National Report (April 2000) the UNCCD
coordi nati on centre undertook certain neasures, anong themthe actions |isted
bel ow:

e The national data base on drought, |and degradati on and water resources has
been updat ed;

e Maps and charts illustrating soil degradation and drought status have been
devel oped;

* A conference dedicated to “Higher levels of information dissem nation anong
popul ati on concerning degradation of soil in the Republic of Ml dova” was

hel d, which was al so attended by students, wonen and young peopl e;

« A seminar on “Social econonm ¢ devel opment of regions affected by
desertification processes” (Vadu-lui-Voda town, on 22-23 Septenber, 2000)
and other seminars were  held; working nmeetings were held wth
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representatives of farnmers and regions |eadership in the nobst drought-
affected areas of the Republic (Conrat, Kahul);

e« Ascientific publication for wi de use “Degradation of soils in the Republic
of Mol dova” in Romani an and Russi an | anguages was rel eased;

e« A video film was made with the title “Desertification problems in the
Republ i ¢ of Mol dova”;

e A nunber of comunications were made in the nass nedia, including round
table talks dedicated to the Wrld Day to Conbat Desertification (2000,
2001);

e« Two booklets were prepared the titles of which were: “In attention to
pupils” for use during ecology |lessons and “Let’s preserve our Land”. Al so
a poster was developed with the title “Desertification in the Republic of
Mol dova”.

e The Association of NG “ECO, was created with the aim of increasing the
level of information dissemnation anong the population and to draw
attention to desertification problens;

e Meetings were held with representatives of the Hungarian and Romani an
Coordi nation Centres during which proposals were put forward to create a
unique information network and to develop a subregional action programre
(SRAP) within the context of the UNCCD inplenentation in the south-eastern
part of Europe.

Institutional framework for conbating desertification

During the period following the approval by the Government of the national
action programre to conbat desertification a nunber of neasures were taken in
the Republic to strengthen the institutional franmework for conbating
desertification. The Coordination Centre has got w der decision-making
powers. An intensive information exchange continued between mnistries and
depart nments. Legal docunents were approved to encourage environnent
protection activities. Measures taken to strengthen +the institutional
framework are set out bel ow

Strengthening the environment protection capacity and cooperation anong
di fferent agencies, which presupposes:

e Application of principles “econony through observation of ecology” and
“expendi tures — gains”;
« Strengthening the institutional and organi zati on capacities.

Control over inpacts on the environnment, environnment pollution control and
envi ronnent recovery, which presupposes:

e Environnent protection managenent at enterprises, and ecol ogi cal
certificates to enterprises;

e Use of techniques and equi prment during agricultural works as well as use of
production nethods ensuring mninum inmpact on the environment and
i ntroduction of organic agricul ture nethods;

« Developnent, with the assistance of other European countries experience, of
the national map of degraded soils.
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Envi ronnment protection techni qgues

The followi ng are the techni ques used in the environnent protection area:

Econom ¢ t echni ques:

e Use of natural resources against a paynent; fine paynent for environnment
pollution acts; danage conpensation (including developnent of damage
eval uati on and danage conpensati on nechani sns), incentives;

e Use of such principles as “the polluter pays” and “the user of natural
resources pays”.

Ecol ogi cal insurance:

e Development and efficient inplenmentation of the ecological insurance
system which is supposed to inprove environnent management at enterprises
and which is expected to contribute to the accumulation of additional
resources that mght be used to avoid pollution of environment;

e Inplenmentation of a conprehensive system of activities to reduce the
i npact of damagi ng factors on the environnent.

Legal franmework

The necessity to observe a single policy in the environnment protection area
and use of natural resources, and the necessity to neet the ecological
requirenents during the national econony reform and to accept a political
orientation towards integration into Europe have determned the need to
undertake a review and a developnent of a new ecological policy in the
Republ i ¢ of Mol dova.

The Republic of Ml dova has becone a Party to many international treaties. It
has signed 17, and ratified 15 conventions concerning the protection of the
environnment, a fact indicating that the Republic is actively involved in
i nternati onal cooperation. This was possible due to radical changes in
society, the new devel opnent course towards a market econony undertaken by
the country and the tendency to integrate into the European society and to
extend cooperation wthin the region and wthin the Comobnwealth of
I ndependent St at es.

During the period under consideration, through the inplenentation of two
projects, continuous work was done to achieve consistency of the |egal
framework of the country, these being: “Preparation work to achieve
consistency of the legal franework of the Republic of Mldova with the |egal
framework of the European Conm ssion in conprehensive pollution control and
waste nmanagenent areas” and “Assistance to the Republic of Mldova to
i mpl enent t he Aarhus Convention”.

NGCs, along with public agencies, have an inportant role in the
i mpl enentati on of the Convention. One may nention that during 2000 — 2002 the
NGOs of the Republic carried out many activities such as semnars for
regi onal NGOs, soil surveys on a 3,000 ha area at South, Centre and North of
the Republic of Ml dova, devel opnent of software for soil erosion assessnent
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and control, developnment of plans of actions for erosion control in a nunber
of farms in the south of the country, and other activities.

Actions planned or being undertaken within the national action progranme
to conbat desertification

The National Action Programme to Conbat Desertification (NPCD) is envisaged
for a 10-year period of tine (up to year 2010). Sector activities constitute
the core actions of NPCD inplenentation, along with orientation towards
rehabilitation of the ecological balance, especially in desertification-
affected areas. Priority actions in this context are soil erosion conbating
nmeasures and neasures to achieve ecologically balanced |and mnanagenent.
Additionally to this, wthin the context of narket-econony relations,
ecol ogical techniques ainmed to ensure incentives to conmbat desertification
nmeasures appear to be the npbst acceptable ones. Following the aimto support
the agricultural sector, a programme envisaging credit facilities and
subsidies for farmers (30 mllion lei in 2001 and 30 mllion lei in 2002) was
passed by the Parlianent of the country.

Criteria and indicators used to anal yse the results
of UNCCD i npl enentation and their eval uation

The Mnistry of Ecol ogy, Construction and Territorial Devel opnent includes in
its reports data regarding status of environment and its nodification
tendencies. These kinds of data are also found in the population health
status and hygiene reports worked out by the Mnistry of Health Protection
and in other sources.

In addition to the main information sources, periodical reviews concerning
the socio-economic status of the country are developed by the follow ng
agenci es:

e TACIS Programre of the European Commi ssion (Trends of social and econonic
devel opnent) ;

« Wrld Bank (Status of the agricultural sector and the Strategy of water
resources control);

« UNDP and International Mnetary Fund (Status of financial system and
macr oeconorm ¢ revi ew) ;

¢ UN Econom ¢ Conmi ssion for Europe for the ecological activity survey in the
Republic of Ml dova, etc.
PORTUGAL

Portugal ratified the Convention on 15 GCctober 1996. The NAP el aboration
process occurred between Decenber 1997 and June 1998.

The NAP (National Action Progranme) was approved by the Governnment on 17 June
1999, Cabi net Resol ution nunber 69/99.

The National Coordinating Body of NAP, created by mninisterial dispatch nunber
979/ 99 of 19 Decenber 1999, took a year to be established and had its first
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nmeeting on 19 June 2000. Nowadays it has regular neetings and has five
Regi onal Sub- commi ssi ons.

Because it is inmpossible to cover the whole continental territory susceptible
to desertification, “Pilot Areas” were established under the scope of four
sub-comni ssi ons. The approach utilized to enhance |ocal actors’ participation
was t he EASW (European Awareness Scenari o Workshops), devel oped and vali dated
by the EU (DG XIll). The next step is the elaboration of an Activity
Programme for each Pilot Area.

Portugal has several plans and sectoral strategies concerned with sustainable
devel opnent. It is necessary to ensure coherence between them

There is no specific financing fund for the application of the UNCCD. Public
financing under the programes for regi onal , rural and environnent
devel opnent ni ght support the activities.

Ni neteen indicators are wunder analysis covering paranmeters like: soil
climte/water, vegetation and |and resources nanagenent, l|eading to further
selection of the necessary indicators for the nonitoring of t he

desertification process with updates every ten years.

ROVANI A

The main national strategy and action plans with conponents relevant to the
obj ectives of the UN Convention to Conbat Desertification, have been realized
in 2000 and presented to the UNCCD secretariat in Bonn: “National strategy
and action programe concerning desertification, |and degradation and drought
prevention and control”

Taking into account this state of things, in Ronania all actions that try to
reduce the effect of drought and aridization are part of the nationa
strategy.

Chapter (iii) enunerates briefly the national strategy topics related to the
obj ectives of the UNCCD

The policies frane contains the follow ng targets:

e Land use nanhagenent

e Sustainabl e managenent of natural capita

e Biodiversity conservation

e Sustainabl e developnent in forestry and agriculture
e Sustainable water resources nmanagenent

« Regional cooperation

e Soci 0o- econoni ¢ neasures

Chapter (iv) presents (in addition to the 2000 National Report) the current
legislation in Romania referring to aspects of protection and inprovenent of
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water, soil and forest resources which are, inplicitly connected to
desertification and soil degradation. W nention:

Law No. 58/199 applying to the Convention on Biodiversity; Research Law No.
51/1996; Law on Hunting Fund No. 103/1996; Law on Recycling Wste No.
137/1996; Mnistry Odinance concerning the activities wth environnental
i mpact No 125/1996 and 168/1997, Mnistry Odinance No 647/2001 concerning
the procedure for obtaining authorization for picking, capturing and
acquiring wild plants and animals, their comercialization on national
mar kets or for export and their inport; Governmental O dinance concerning the
wat er cadastral survey of Romania, No 399/1997; Governnental O dinance
concerning the effects of natural <calanmties No 329/1997, Governnental
Ordi nance concerning the water devel opment works protecting against floods,
615/ 1997, Mnistry Odinance concerning the attestation of the persons that
may performfield studies and | and reclamation works in forests 449/1998, Law
for regulating the forestry regime and nmanaging the national forestry fund,
141/1999, Mnistry Odinance concerning the approval of Forestry Technical
Norms for the managing of forest vegetation that is not a part of the
nati onal forest fund 264/1999, Law for re-constitute the property rights on
farm ng and forestry lands, No 1/2000, Law Concerning the Environnmental Fund
No 73/2000 nodified and conpleted by the Governnental Ordinance no. 93/2001,
Law for conpleting the Law of Environmental Protection No 159/2000, Law for
juridical circulation of the forest |ands, 66/2002, Law concerning regul ating
the forestry regi me and nanagi ng the national forestry fund, No 75/2002.

In the chapter (v) are presented the main institutions involved in conbating
desertification and the up-dated nanes of the ministries (in addition to the
2000 National Report): Mnistry of Agriculture, Food and Forests (the present
nane), Mnistry of Water and Environnental Protection (the present nane),
Research institutes, Forestry manager’'s offices, National Society of Land
| nprovenent, National Conpany Romani an Waters.

Civil society has also: 25 NGOG involved in these actions and Ronanian
Organi zation for Soil Tillage (ORCLS).

Regardi ng the consultative process (chapter vi), Romania has participated in
the Consultative Meeting for the Inplenentation of the UN Convention to
Conbat Desertification in Central and Eastern Europe (Prague, 3-4 Septenber
2001)

Cooperation exists at both European and regional level. To conserve and
protect the soil resources. Thus, Romania is cooperating to build a database
on European soils, having contributed a digital nmap representing Romanian
soils at a 1:1,000,000 scale expressed in FAO legend, and to develop a
dat abase of soil profiles within European countries.

Regi onal | y, Ronmania has cooperated in the follow ng projects: SOVEUR project
concerning the vulnerability to pollution classification of the soils within
the Central and East-European countries; |NCO COPERNI CUS project concerning
the sub-soil conpacting in the Central and East-European countries; FAO s
project concerning the rehabilitation of polluted soils in Romania; |NCO
COPERNI CUS project concerning a simulation nodel wth spatial distribution
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for the physical and agro-physical state forecast of the soil, [|INCO
COPERNI CUS project concerning water and soil nanagenent for agricultura
output in urban areas.

Chapter (vii) describes the neasures that have been taken or wll be taken

concerni ng desertification and nmonitoring of drought consequences.
There are four kinds of neasures:

1. Prevent and control neasures for desertification and drought

e Scenarios to determ ne possible areas with drought

e Environmental conponents protection under drought conditions

e Rehabilitation and devel opnent of irrigation systens

e Forest belts and passages

e Hydrol ogi cal systeminprovenent in dammed water areas

* Slope terracing

e The promotion of alternative and drought resistant crops and of the special
soi | managenent

e Ecol ogical rebuilding of dry woods

« \Water resources nmanagenent in drought conditions (alternative solutions
i mprovenent of supplenmentary water resources).

2. Measures for controlling | and degradation

e FEroded soils

 Landslides

e Salt-affected soils

e Sand and sandy soils (sandy dunes)

e The afforestation of 7,000 ha of degraded |ands was achieved under The
Kyoto Protocol with the Prototype Carbon Fund adninistered by the Wrld
Bank. The location of this area is in the southeast and sout hwest part of
Romania, on low quality agricultural lands on flying sands and eroded
soil s.

e Conpacted soils

e Acid soils

e Soils with low organic nmatter and macro-nutrients content

e Polluted soils

3. Making the popul ati on aware and educating it
4. Scientific research and educati on devel opnent

Chapter (viii), presents the total costs for the application of the national
strategy (4,460, 288 thousand $).

Chapter (ix) presents a review of the indicators utilized, such as:
1. Monitoring of zones affected by desertification and drought

e« Cimtic indicators
e« Pedol ogi cal indicators
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e Hydric indicators (water)

e Agricultural indicators

e Forestry indicators

e Biological indicators (of vegetation and biodiversity)

2. Monitoring of areas with degradation soils

« Mnitoring of areas affected by water erosion
e« Monitoring of |and-slides

e« Mnitoring of wind erosion

e Mnitoring of salt-affected soils

e Mnitoring of polluted soils

e Mnitoring of soils vulnerable to conpaction

3. Organi zation of desertification and drought nonitoring

« Network type

SPAI N

El presente resumen se ha enfocado de acuerdo a las principales esferas
tematicas propuestas para el proceso de exanen de acuerdo a la decisiodn
1/ COP. 5.

Procesos de participaci é6n con |la sociedad civil, |as organi zaci ones no
gubernanental es y | as organi zaci ones conunitarias (Epigrafe 5)

El procedimento de elaboracién del Programa de Acci é6n Nacional conprende
distintas etapas, en las que se dan distintos grados de participaci6n. E
prinmer paso fue la presentacion al Consejo Asesor de Medio Anmbiente (6rgano
consultivo en el que estan representados todos |os sectores de |a sociedad,
i ncluidas |as organi zaci ones no gubernanmental es dedicadas a |a conservaci 6n
de la naturaleza) de un docunento de principios para |la redacci 6n del PAN.
Segui danente se fornmd un grupo de trabajo para |la elaboraci6n de un priner
docunento de trabajo (Borrador del PAN). De este grupo forman parte
representantes de distintos organisnobs de la Administraci 6n con conpetencia
en | as esferas rel aci onadas con |la desertificaciOn y expertos investigadores.

El paso siguiente, de acuerdo con los principios de la CLD, asi conpb con la
nmet odol ogia participativa inplantada por el Mnisterio de Medio Anbiente en
el proceso de el aboraci én de sus docunentos estratégicos, ha sido soneter el
Borrador del PAN a un amplio proceso de consulta y debate en el que han
participado los distintos estanentos inplicados, tanto de la Adninistracion
CGeneral del Estado, Adninistraciones Autoném cas y Adm nistraci 6n Local, conp
representantes de | os sectores inplicados de |la sociedad civil. El proceso se
ha estructurado con base en |a organi zaci 6n de una serie de nesas de trabajo
sectoriales, previo envio del docunento Borrador del PAN a |os convocados a
participar en cada nmesa y posterior apertura de plazo, tras la celebraci 6n de
la nmesa redonda, para remsion por escrito de aportaciones y sugerencias al
docunent o.
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Para participar en la “Mesa de Representantes de la Admnistracion” se
convocd a 51 organi snpbs adninistrativos. Se celebrd esta reuni 6n en novi enbre
de 2000, con la asistencia de 80 representantes. En marzo de 2001 se celebré
| a segunda reunién en el marco del Proceso de Debate del PAN, que reunio a
sector de investigacion y docencia y colectivos de la sociedad. Para
representar al sector de investigacién y docencia, se convocé a 94
instituciones y/o personas: centros de investigacion dependientes de la
adm ni straci 6n, profesores e investigadores vinculados a la Universidad y
Soci edades Cientificas. Es de destacar que nuchos de |os convocados estan
incluidos en la lista de expertos de la CLD. Para representar a |la sociedad
se convocéd a un total de 66 colectivos sociales: Asociaciones agrarias,
Asoci aci ones forestales, Asociaciones civicas y enpresariales, Asociaciones
de Defensa de la Naturaleza, Colegios profesionales y Enpresas de |los
sectores agrario, forestal y de gestidn de aguas. En esta “Mesa Redonda de
| os Representantes de |la Sociedad y Expertos en Desertificaciéon” se obtuvo
una alta participaci 6n, prueba del gran interés que esta cuestién suscita en
| a soci edad espafiol a, contandose con |l a presencia de 95 representantes.

Entre las |lineas de accion que propone el PAN se incluye una estrategia de
participacion y sensibilizacion publica denoninada “lIncorporaciéon de |os
sectores sociales afectados al desarrollo del PAN'. Dentro de esta linea se
han identificado tres acciones a realizar en wuna prinera etapa: 1) la
caracterizaci6n y pronoci 6n del sector espafiol vinculado a |la desertificacion
con el fin de proveer un marco para el desarrollo y proyeccidon de |las
tecnol ogias existentes y su aplicacién (se ha puesto ya en marcha la
el aboraci 6n de un banco de datos de instituciones, enpresas, asociaciones,
etc., y la organizacion de Jornadas Técnicas sobre Desertificacion); 2) el
establecimento de un Sistena de Infornmacién sobre la Desertificacidn en
Espafia, que realizara la identificacion, revision y actualizaci én de diversos
tipos de informaci6n cientifica y técnica relacionada con |a desertificacion,
y establecera |los procedimentos y canales de difusién de la infornmaci 6n para
hacerlos disponibles a los distintos wusuarios y facilitar la tom de
deci siones sobre la gestidén de recursos en zonas afectadas por riesgo de
desertificacion; y 3) acciones de concienciaci6on y divulgacioén, para
sensibilizar a la opinidén publica sobre la inportancia y magnitud de este
problema y favorecer la difusiéon de informacidon veraz y rigurosa sobre el
proceso (se ha realizado ya una exposicioéon, “Desertificacién: La tierra que
perdenps”, con caracter itinerante, y la edicién de folletos sobre la Lucha
contra la Desertificaci 6n en Espafa).

Marcos o arreglos |legislativos e institucionales (Epigrafe 4)

La restauracion de terrenos degradados en Espafia enpezdé a plantearse en
Espafia desde |la segunda nmitad del siglo XIX, al mnisno tienpo que se iba
organi zando |l a Adm nistraci 6n forestal, pronul gandose sucesivas di sposiciones
| egal es para establecer el nmarco institucional adecuado para aconeter esta
tarea de restauracién en todo el territorio nacional. Han sido varias |as
pl ani fi caci ones nacionales en este canpo destacando entre ellas el “Plan
CGeneral de Repobl aci 6n Forestal de Espafia”, de 1939. Se estina en 5 nillones
de hectareas la superficie repoblada en |los 150 afios transcurridos desde el
inicio de las actuaciones (un 10% del territorio nacional), el 75 % de |as
cuales han tenido un objetivo eninentenente protector. Las inquietudes
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surgidas tras la Conferencia de |as Naciones Unidas sobre |a Desertificacion
de Nairobi (1977) se concretaron en Espafia en |a el aboracién, en 1978, del
docunento “La problematica de la erosidon: Programa de acciones en la
Vertiente Mediterranea”, que pretendia planificar |as acciones que debian
desarrollarse en aquellas zonas de nuestra geografia mas afectadas por la
erosion hidrica, al ser dicha erosion el principal necanisnbo de la
desertificaci6n en el &nbito nediterraneo. Conp paso siguiente y para atender
las directrices del Plan de Acciédn contra |la Desertificacién de |as Naciones
Uni das (DESCON), establecido en Nairobi, se puso en narcha en 1981 el
Proyecto de Lucha contra |a Desertificacion en el Mediterréaneo, Proyecto
LUCDEME, actualnmente vigente y desarrollado por la Direccién General de
Conservaci 6n de la Naturaleza del Mnisterio de Medio Anbiente, siendo asi
Espafia el primer pais desarrollado en recoger |as reconendaciones de |as
Naci ones Uni das en esta materi a.

La CLD fue firmada por Espafia el 14 de octubre de 1994 y el instrumento de
ratificaci on fue expedido en enero de 1996. La Convenci 6n entr6 en vigor en
Espafia el 26 de dicienbre de 1996. El 6rgano de coordi naci 6n naci onal (OCN)
establecido para la aplicacion de la Convencidn esté conpuesto por
representantes del Mnisterio de Asuntos Exteriores (a través de la Direccion
CGeneral de Relaciones Culturales y G entificas, actualnmente adscrita a la
Agenci a Espafiol a de Cooperacion Internacional), del Mnisterio de GCencia y
Tecnologia (a través del Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Centificas) y
del Mnisterio de Mdio Anbiente (a través de |a Direcciédn GCeneral de
Conservaci 6n de la Naturaleza). A la Direccio6n General de Conservaci 6n de la
Natural eza |l e corresponde |a coordinaci6n de |la elaboracién y desarroll o del
PAN, en cooperaci on con |as Conuni dades Autdonomas y |os restantes Mnisterios
inplicados, y con la participacion de la sociedad. Por tanto es el 6érgano
conmpetente en el nivel nacional para la lucha contra |la desertificacién.

Aunque se habia manejado la posibilidad de constituir un Conmté nacional
especificamente dedicado a la aplicacién de la CLD, de acuerdo con el
principio de eficacia y econonia de medios y funciones, y dada |la existencia
de determ nados Organos col egiados estrechanente vinculados a cuestiones
fundanentales de la lucha contra |a desertificacion, la coordinacién vy
tratam ento institucional en Espafia para la aplicacién de la CLD y del PAN se
apoya en los foros y O6rganos de cooperacion y acuerdo institucional
exi stentes mhs adecuados para inpulsar |as distintas nedidas que | o integran.
Asi, desde el punto de vista de su tratam ento institucional corresponde a |la
Conferencia Sectorial de Medio Anbiente la aprobacion del PAN, trataniento
gue ha sido otorgado a otras planificaciones conb |a Estrategia Espafiola de
Diversidad Bioldgica o |la Estrategia Forestal Espafiola. Esta Conferencia es
un 6rgano conpuesto por representantes del Mnisterio de Medio Anbiente y de
| as Consejerias responsables del nedio anbiente en | as Conuni dades Aut 6nonas.
Previamente, <corresponde a la Comisién Nacional de Proteccion de Ila
Natural eza (presidida por el Director GCeneral de Conservacion de Ila
Nat ural eza) la discusion previa de detalle sobre el PAN para su posterior
elevacion a la Conferencia Sectorial de Medio Anbiente. Estos 6rganos de
coordi naci 6n institucional pueden renitir a otros oOrganos col egi ados
sectoriales (la Conferencia Sectorial de Agricultura, el Consejo Nacional del
Agua o la Comsién Internministerial de Ciencia y Tecnologia, entre otros) las
cuestiones especificas que consideren que requieran un trataniento
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especi al i zado. Para asegurar la participacién directa en el ni vel
institucional de la sociedad en |a aprobaci 6n y desarrollo del PAN, se cuenta
con 6rganos de caracter consultivo conp el Consejo Asesor de Medio Anbiente
(CAMA) y el Consejo Nacional de Bosques, todo ello sin perjuicio del proceso
de consulta en anplios foros de debate que ha tenido lugar en la etapa de
el aboraci 6n del PAN

Conmp paso previo al proceso de debate se el aboré un docunento de "Directrices
del Programa de Acci6n Nacional contra |la Desertificacion" que fue aprobado
por el Mnisterio de Medio Anbiente. El 17 de junio de 2000, y en el marco de
los actos de celebracion del Dia Mundi al de la lucha contra |la
desertificacion, se realizé la presentaci 6on al publico de dichas Directrices

en presencia de autoridades nacionales y regionales y del Secretario
Ej ecutivo de la UNCCD. EI PAN se encuentra en la uGltina fase de discusion
después de un proceso de participacién y debate nuy anplio. En |la actualidad
exi sten dos cuestiones pendientes para proceder a |a aprobaci 6n del PAN. La
primera consiste en la definicion de los aspectos presupuestarios,
condi ci onados por procesos paralelos y sinérgicos de planificacién, cono son
el Plan Forestal Espafiol y el Plan Hidrol 6gi co Nacional. El segundo aspecto
se refiere a la consecucién de la maxima integracion en el PAN de los
aspectos relevantes de las politicas agricolas que estén pendientes de
definicion en el nivel regional, en particular los relativos a la
progranaci 6n de Desarrollo Rural por parte de |as Conuni dades Auto6nonmas. No
obstante, algunas |ineas de trabajo especificas que el PAN propone han sido
ya dotadas de presupuesto para su puesta en marcha.

Del anéalisis realizado de la legislacién sobre nmedio anbiente y esferas
conexas la conclusi6on mas relevante es que, en la actualidad, se esta
trabajando en la elaboracién o nodificacion de determ nadas normativas
exi stentes rel acionadas con |os sectores mas estrechanente vincul ados con |a
lucha contra la desertificacién y que, en general, ofrecen aspectos nuy
positivos en el sentido de la integracién en las distintas normativas de |os
principios de la CLD. En concreto nos referinmos al sector agricola
(requi sitos agroanbientales obligatorios para recibir ayudas de la Politica
Agraria Comin), al sector forestal (elaboracién de una nueva Ley de Montes),
al sector ligado a los recursos hidricos (obligatoriedad de planes de
ordenaci 6n para recuperaci 6n de acuiferos sobreexplotados y planes de gestio6n
de sequias) y, con un carécter mis horizontal puesto que estd nuy rel aci onada
con |los sectores anteriores, a la politica de desarrollo rural (cédigos de
buenas practicas agrarias obligatorios para acogerse a las ayudas
agroanbi ental es, nueva lineas de ayudas en terrenos forestales de interés
publ i co).

Coordi naci 6n y novilizaci én de recursos, tanto nacional es conpo
i nternacionales, incluida |la concertaci 6n de
acuerdos de asoci aci 6n (Epigrafe 7)

A lo largo del inforne se pone de manifiesto que la mayor parte de |as
acciones de lucha contra |a desertificacion en Espafia son objeto de atencion
por parte de las diversas politicas sectoriales inplicadas, situacion que
Ileva a la |6gica consecuencia de que no va a haber un “fondo especial
presupuestari 0o” sino que |os fondos para |la aplicaci 6n del PAN vendréan de |as
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muy diversas lineas abiertas de financiacidén para acciones que el PAN
considera que forman parte de nedidas de lucha contra |la desertificacion,
pronovi endo el incremento de financiacion en aquellas nedidas nas

interesantes o que |os fondos disponibles se apliquen en aquellas &reas que
el PAN considere que es nmas urgente actuar. Por su parte, la Direccidn en
General de Conservacion de la Naturaleza debe adaptar 1o0s presupuestos
dedicados a l|a lucha <contra |la desertificacién a las necesidades
identificadas por el PAN. Ello supone la nodificacién y refuerzo de
determ nadas |ineas de inversién anteriores y la creaci 6n de nuevas |lineas en
det er mi nados aspectos dotando a todas ellas de |a continuidad necesaria. Este
ejercicio de adaptaci 6n y refuerzo presupuestari o debera ser ejercido por |os
restantes elenentos de |la Adninistraci én General del Estado inplicados y por
I as adninistraciones autonémicas y |ocales afectadas por el fenbéneno de |a
desertificaci 6n.

Vinculos y sinergias con otras convenci ones sobre nmedio anbiente y, en su
caso, con estrategi as nacionales de desarroll o (Epigrafe 4)

El PAN no puede desarrollarse de otra fornma que conmb parte de Ila
pl ani ficaci 6n nacional anbiental y de desarrollo econénmico y social puesto
gue se parte de una situaci 6n caracterizada por el hecho de que la nmayor
parte de los canpos de accion integrados en la lucha contra la
desertificaci 6n han sido, o estan siendo en |la actualidad, objeto de atencioén
y planificacion por parte tanto de |as Adninistraciones Pablicas cono de |os
distintos estanentos de |la sociedad. En el Inforne se exponen |as rel aciones
del PAN con los nmarcos estratégicos y de planificacidon nas estrechanente
vi ncul ados con la lucha contra la desertificacién, poniéndose de nanifiesto
el gran nivel de coherencia entre los principios y acciones que propugna el
PAN con la planificacion en el sector forestal (Estrategia Forestal Espafol a,
Plan Forestal Espafiol y planificaciones forestales regionales), con
determ nados aspectos de la planificacién en materia de aguas (Plan
Hi drol 6gi co Naci onal y Planes Hidrol 6gi cos de Cuenca) y con el sector agrario
(Plan Naci onal de Regadios y estrategia de integraci 6n de |as consideraci ones
anbientales en la agricultura de la Unid6n Europea) y de desarrollo rural
(Programas de Desarrollo Regional y Rural de |os Fondos Estructurales de la
UE)

Ademas, en el afio 2001 se ha puesto en marcha en Espafia | a preparaci 6n de |a
Estrategia Espafiola de Desarrollo Sostenible (EEDS) para |os proéxins 25
afios, que aspira a obtener el mayor respaldo politico, social e institucional
a las iniciativas nacionales puestas en marcha para un desarrollo nas
sosteni ble. La EEDS supone un garante de su continuidad en el tienpo. En
concreto, pronover el desarrollo y la aplicacién del Programa de Accion
Naci onal contra |la Desertificaci 6n constituye una de |las acciones clave de |la
EEDS.

En la actualidad, es en el sector de investigaci 6n donde con mayor intensidad
se esta tratando de establecer 1los vinculos y sinergias entre |las
convenci ones sobre nedio anbiente. En el Plan Nacional de |nvestigacion

Desarroll o e I nnovaci 6n Tecnol 6gi ca (1 +D+i) se est an real i zando
i nvestigaciones dirigidas al conocimento de |los efectos de la variabilidad
climitica y de los canbios de usos del suelo sobre la disponibilidad de
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recursos hidricos, la conservacion de funciones ecoldgicas y de la
bi odi versidad, | a erosion y degradaci 6n del suelo y los riesgos de aveni das.
Tanbi én se esta trabajando en sistemas de apoyo a |la decision para adaptar |la
gestion de recursos a condiciones climiticas o econénicas. La infornaciodn
generada pernitirada desarrollar paquetes tecnoldgicos dirigidos a varios
ni vel es de decisi én, desde el |ocal al europeo, que seran de utilidad para e
desarrollo de los conpronisos espafioles en |lo que concierne a |os convenios
i nternacionales de canbio «climitico, biodiversidad y lucha contra |la
desertificacion y la sequia.

La Estrategia Espafiola para la Conservacién y el Uso Sostenible de la
Di versi dad Biol 6gica (EEDB) se aprobd en 1998. Su estrecha relacién con el
PAN se pone de nanifiesto en el hecho de que la mayoria de |os procesos que
afectan negativanente a |la conservaci 6n de |la diversidad biol 6gica son |os
m snos que se seflalan conpb causantes de la desertificacion. Es evidente
entonces que | os esfuerzos despl egados para luchar contra |la desertificacion
conplenentan las nedidas destinadas a proteger la diversidad bioldgica vy
viceversa. Entre los anbitos en que es més clara una actuaci 6n conjunta entre
la EEDB y el PAN se pueden sefial ar | as nedi das rel aci onadas con | a ordenaci 6n
de recursos naturales y planificacion territorial, especialnmente en aquellas
areas con ecosistemas desérticos, senidesérticos o esteparios, resultado de
una situacion climatica y geol égica natural, que presentan singul ares val ores
naturales. El PAN pretende hacer conpatible la lucha contra |a degradaci 6n
del suelo y de la vegetaci6n con el reconocimento, proteccidén y puesta en
valor de las zonas aridas o esteparias, a través de |la pronoci6n del uso y de
la apreciacion de los valores naturales y paisajisticos que al bergan. Para
ello, es inprescindible una politica activa hacia |las zonas éaridas, hasta
ahora sinplenente abandonadas al no existir una cultura que favoreciera su
apreciacién. En el PAN se ha considerado que para al canzar el conveniente
grado de coordinaci6n entre la EEDB y el PAN en aquellas facetas que asi lo
requi eran resultan especialnente Gtiles |as reconendaci ones contenidas en el
"Programa sobre |a diversidad biol 6gica de |as zonas secas", elaborado por la
CDB y la CLD

Medi das para la rehabilitaci én de las tierras degradadas y | os sistenas de
alerta tenprana con el fin de mtigar |os efectos de |la sequia (Epigrafe 6)

A lo largo del epigrafe 6 del inforne se exponen |as nedidas que integran e

PAN, que se engloban en la determinacién de las areas de actuacion, la
coordinaci6bn de politicas y la identificacion de una serie de |ineas de
acci 6n especificas de lucha contra |a desertificacién

La coordi naci 6n de politicas se presenta conmb una pieza clave del Programa de
Acci 6n Nacional. Por tratarse la desertificacidn de un fenéneno de carécter
mul tisectorial y nultidisciplinar, que denmanda sol uciones integradas, dicha
coordi naci 6n es un requisito esencial para obtener el éxito en la formulacioén
de dichas sol uciones, vinculadas a |a arnonizaci én de intereses, es decir, a
|l a resoluciéon de los conflictos que se plantean en el territorio. El andlisis
de los distintos sectores inplicados y de sus estrategias y planificaciones
ha Ilevado a la identificacién de un conjunto de nedidas a desarrollar que
constituyen la estrategia nacional de lucha contra la desertificacién. E
objetivo del PAN en lo que se refiere a la coordinacidon de politicas es
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pronover | a nodificacién o refuerzo de ciertas nedidas contenpl adas en dichos
pl anes en virtud de | os objetivos de lucha contra |la desertificacion

En este conjunto de nedidas, las nedidas de rehabilitacién de las tierras
degradadas por los distintos procesos de desertificacid6n adquieren una
di mensi 6n inportante, sin olvidar la inportancia de la prevenciéon de la
degradaci 6n. Sin &nino de ser exhaustivos se pueden citar algunas de |las nas
i mportantes nedi das de restauraci 6n de tierras contenpl adas en ese “catal ogo”
0 conjunto de acciones: Practicas agricolas sostenibles (aplicacion de Ilas
técnicas de agricultura de conservaci 6n, tratam ento adecuado de |os restos
de <cosecha, disefio racional de rotaciones y alternativas, utilizacion
raci onal de fertilizantes 'y productos fitosanitarios, préacticas de
conservaci n de suelos agricolas), recuperacion 'y mantenimento de
estructuras de conservaci 6n de suelos y de la red de drenaje de |os terrenos
agricolas, nmejora de pastizales degradados y planificacion de |la ganaderia
extensiva en zonas &aridas y semaridas, reforestacién de terrenos agricolas
mar gi nal es y/ o abandonados soneti dos a procesos de degradaci 6n, recuperacion
de suel os salinizados, fonento de la aplicaciodn de técnicas de rehabilitaciodn
de suelos (aplicacién de residuos organicos de origen urbano, industrial,
agrario,.), repoblacion forestal (con especial atencién a la instauraci on de
una cubierta vegetal protectora y fijadora de suelos, tolerante a condiciones
de aridez extremn), tratamentos silvicolas para |la nejora de cubiertas
veget al es degradadas, obras de correccién hidroldgica, fonento de la
i nvestigaci 6n y experinmentaci on de técnicas de restauraci 6n de |a vegetaci on
en zonas aridas, reestructuraci 6n de regadios nmal planificados o ineficientes
0 abasteci dos por recursos hidricos sobreexpl ot ados, etc.

Miuchas de estas nedidas estan integradas en las siguientes |lineas de accion
especificas que se proponen en el PAN:. Analisis, divulgacioén y explotacién de
resul tados de programas de |+D. Ordenaci é6n y Restauraci 6n de cuencas en zonas
aridas o0 semaridas degradadas. Red de proyectos denpbstrativos de
restauraci 6n y gesti én de &reas afectadas por desertificacién

El disefio de sistemas de alerta tenprana frente a las sequias esta
contenplado tanto por el Plan Nacional de |+D+i conp por |os organi snos
conpetentes de la administraci 6on hidrol 6gica, siendo las principales |ineas
de trabajo: desarrollo de indicadores para la identificacio6n tenprana de
situaci ones de sequia; sistemas de ayuda a la decisién para la gestién del
agua en situaciones de sequia y estrategi as adaptativas frente a |las m snas.

Vigilancia y evaluaci6n de la sequia y |la desertificacion
(Epigrafes 3, 6 y 8)

El PAN propone el establecinmento de un Sistena Integrado de Vigilancia de |la
Desertificaci 6n con objeto de di sponer de nediciones, datos e indicadores que
nos permtan diagnosticar |os procesos de desertificaci 6n en Espafia y conocer
el estado de su desarrollo en las zonas afectadas y la respuesta de Ilas
msmas ante los renedios aplicados. El sistena esta constituido por |os
siguientes elenentos: 1) Inventario, evaluaci6on y seguimiento de areas
af ectadas por desertificacion (Inventario Nacional de Erosién de Suelos,
Mapas de Suelos de |las areas aridas, seniaridas y subhunedas secas, prograna
de seguimento nediante teledeteccién para l|a evaluacidon dinanmica de
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i ndi cadores de |la desertificacion, prograna de seguimento de areas afectadas
por incendios forestales, programa de seguimento de |la salinizacién de |os
suelos). 2) Desarrollo de un sistema de indicadores y alerta de riesgos, en
el marco de las nunerosas |ineas de trabajo abiertas, tanto a nivel nacional
conmp internacional. 3) Evaluacién y seguimento por nedicidn directa en el
terreno nediante la continuacion y anpliaciéon de la Red de Estaciones
Experi mental es de Seguim ento y Evaluacion de la Erosién y |la Desertificacion
(Red RESEL) del Proyecto Lucdene.

En el desarrollo de estas lineas de trabajo se integrardn |as activi dades en
mar cha en estos canpos para coordinar esfuerzos y obtener sinergias en |o0s
resultados de los distintos grupos de trabajo. Al gunas de estas actividades
son: el proyecto H SPAMED (Eval uaci6n de la desertificaci 6n en Espafia), que
ha pretendido contribuir al PAN nediante dos objetivos: la identificacién de
| as zonas anenazadas de forma objetiva y el desarrollo de procedi m entos de
vigilancia a largo plazo; el proyecto H SPASED, dedicado al desarrollo de
si st enas de alerta de ri esgos nmedi ant e i ndi cador es bi of i si cos y
soci oeconémni cos integrados en nodelos y sistenmas de soporte a la decision; y
SURMODES (A  Surveillance System for Assessing and Mnitoring of
Desertification), que integra y anplia | os dos anteriores.

Acceso de |l as Partes que son paises afectados, en particular |as Partes que
son paises en desarrollo afectados, a |l as tecnologias y | os conoci m ent os
técni cos y especial i zados adecuados

Dentro de |as actividades desarrolladas en el Programa Araucaria, |la Agencia
Espafiol a de Cooperaci én Internacional (AECI) prormueve diferentes actuaciones
en el anbito de la formacidén cientifica y técnica. En colaboracién con la
Direcci 6n General de Conservacion de la Naturaleza del Mnisterio de Medio
Anbi ente, se han realizado ya ocho ediciones del “Curso Internacional de
Rest aur aci 6n Hi drol 6gi co-Forestal, Control de la Erosién y Defensa contra la
Desertificacion”. El curso, inpartido en Espafia y en el que participan una
media de 20 asistentes becados, estéd dirigido a profesionales de Angrica
Lati na que ejerzan actividades rel acionadas con |a ordenaci 6n y restauraci 6n
hi dr ol 6gi co-forestal de cuencas. Se promueve con la finalidad de proporcionar
a los participantes la infornmaci6on y |os conocimentos obtenidos desde la
experienci a espafiola, fundanmentada por |os trabajos efectuados en este canpo
durante mas de un siglo, incorporando |as innovaci ones netodol égi cas surgi das
conpb respuesta a las miltiples y crecientes demandas, asi conp |os avanzados
i nstrunentos tecnol 6gicos de aplicacién en este canpo. Conplenentarianente,
comp una forma de intercanbio entre todos |os participantes, tanto asistentes
cono organi zadores, se pretende avanzar en el conocimento nutuo de Ila
situacion y de | os trabajos desarrollados en | os paises de América Latina.

De | os propios asistentes y organi zadores de este curso surgié la iniciativa
de organizarlos tanbi én en Latinoanérica, habi éndose cel ebrado ya en octubre
de 2001 el “I Curso  Superior Interactivo sobre Lucha contra la
Desertificacion” en el Centro |beroanericano de Fornmaci 6n de |a AECI en Santa
Cruz de la Sierra (Bolivia). Conmpb indica el propio titulo del curso, se ha
querido fonentar una linea de trabajo que pernmita aunar esfuerzos para
transmitir e intercanbiar sobre el terreno experiencias, conocimentos vy
opi niones en el tratamiento y control de | os procesos de desertificaci 6n
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TURKEY

The United Nations Convention to Conbat Desertification was adopted in Paris
on 17 June 1994 and opened for signature on 14-15 October 1994. The
Convention was signed in 1994 in Paris by the Mnister of the Environment on
behalf of the Turkish Governnment and approved in Novenber 1996 by the
Envi ronment Conmi ssion in the Turkish Parlianment. The Convention was ratified
by the Grand National Assenbly of Turkey with |aw nunber 4340 on 11 February
1998. The stated objective of the Convention is “to conbat desertification
and mitigate the effects of drought in countries experiencing serious drought
and/or desertification, particularly in Africa, through effective action at
al | | evel s, supported by international cooperation and partnership
arrangenents, in the framework of an integrated approach which is consistent
with Agenda 21, with a view to contributing to the achi evenent of sustainable
devel opnent in affected areas”.

Wthin this framework, many initiatives have been | aunched and undertaken for
the inplenmentation of the Convention and conbating drought, at both
governnental and institutional Ilevels. After Turkey becanme Party to the
Convention, a “National Sem nar on Enhanci ng Awareness on the Convention” was
held in Izmir on 20-22 of My 1998 with broad participation of technical and
senior staff and scientists from public and private research institutions,
uni versities and NGOs. Additionally, a neeting was held in Bol u-Gol kdy from 8
- 9 July 1999 in order to determine an outline of the National Action
Programme of Turkey. The representatives of all relevant ministries,
institutions, universities and NGOs were convened together in this neeting to
di scuss specific problens related to desertification and drought in affected
areas and particularly local conmunities in these areas. It was nade clear
that there is a need to develop an effective and integrated soil-water
managenent approach to conbat desertification at both local and national
levels. As a result of the two-day neeting, an outline for a National Action
Programre to Conbat Desertification and Drought in Turkey was fornul ated.

In accordance with the provisions of the Convention, a National Coordinating
Body (NCB), composed of technical and administrative staff of key
institutions directly responsible for conbating drought and desertification,
was established in May 2000 for preparing the NAP pursuant to article 5 of
the UNCCD, in a consensus with the high level representatives of the Mnistry
of the Environnment (MOE), Mnistry of Agriculture (MARA), Mnistry of Finance
(MOF), General Directorate of Rural Services (GNRS), Ceneral Directorate of
State Hydraulics Wirks (GDSHW, General Directorate of State Meteorol ogical
Services (CGDSMs) and the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs. In addition to the
establishment of the NCB, the Head of the Plant Protection and Conbating
Er osi on Departnment of MOE is designated as national focal point.

Pursuant to article 9 of the UNCCD, affected devel oping country Parties shall
prepare a national action progranme. Turkey gives great inportance to
i npl enentation of the UNCCD at all levels and is aware that NAP is the key
operational tool for translating the provisions of the Convention into
concrete actions and neasures to conbat desertification. As nentioned above,
the outline of the National Action Programme was formulated in a short tinme
and a draft document which identifies the existing situation of Turkey
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relevant to erosion, drought and poverty, and conpiles all the relevant
i nformati on, was prepared at the end of 2001 and sent to approximtely 20,000
people by e-mail inviting themto contribute their views by the end of March
2002. Now, it is under revision. On the other hand, Turkey has been invol ved
actively in RAP studies, undertaken within the Regional |nplenmentation Annex
of the Northern Mediterranean Countries (RIANMC) (Spain, Geece, Portugal
Italy and Turkey).

The Programme, entitled “National Programme on Environnent and Devel oprment”
was |aunched in 1999 by MOE with the financial and technical support of the

United Nations Devel opnent Progranme (UNDP), in order to cooperate with the
Governnment of Turkey for the integration of environnental concerns in
devel opnent pol i ci es/ programres/ pl ans in t wo cross-sectoral areas:

sust ai nabl e energy and atnospheric protection and conbating desertification,
which are two of the priority action areas identified in the NEAP and in |ine
with Turkey's national followup conmitnments within the framework of the
regional and international agreenents. The programme is designed in two
consecutive phases. Phase | ains at:

e establishing of the Progranme Coordination Unit (PCU). It was designated by
UNDP in cl ose cooperation with MoE in 2001

e initiating a consultation process anobng national stakeholders with a view
to ensuring their participation and contributions to the programe
activities as per the Programre Support Objectives (PSCs). PSGCs of the
National Initiative for Conmbating Desertification are to develop a NAP and
to formulate and inplenment snall-scale denonstration projects for
i npl enentation of the NAP, particularly in rural and |east devel oped
regi ons of the country;

e conducting a conprehensive needs analysis in the selected progranme
themati c areas;

e subsequent fornulation of the subprojects;

e inplenmentation of a selected nunber of sub-projects which are of priority
as determnmined by the Programe Steering Committee (PSC); and

e resource nobilization for Phase Il of the progranme.

On the basis of Phase |, Phase Il will aimto realize all the progranmme
objectives through an increased nunber of subprojects and inplenenting
agencies. Programme activities under Phase | will be initiated with UNDP/

Target for Resources Assignnent fromthe Core (TRAC) resources of US$ 200, 000
and cost sharing by the Mnistry of Environment in the anount of US$ 200, 000.
It will be finalized at the end of 2002.

In Turkey, activities to conbat erosion were initiated in 1955 by the MF for
the first time in order to protect Tokat Province from flood. Activities
related to the prediction of drought, erosion control, inproving the
productivity of the land, rehabilitation, conservation and sustainable
managenent of |and and water resources are |isted bel ow

e Construct check danms in the gullies to prevent further cutting;

e Construct soil saving danms at such intervals of heights to fill up and
restore thensel ves
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e Construct cross-check in channel to prevent bed erosion;

e Construct training walls;

e Planting the eroded area with sone form of vegetation

e Cover planted with mulch, brush, straw or other suitable nmaterial to hold
the | oose soil in place, and help to keep soil npist;

e Construct a systemof terraces with protected outlets and drops;

o Afforestation with terraces on devastated hill side;

« Establish neteorological stations and facilities to nmke neteorol ogica
observations and prepare weather forecasting and data;

e Establish a radar and automated weat her station network for the denmand for
now casting of severe weather and early warning of other climatic-related
natural hazards

« Al kinds of forestation and precautions to prevent floods, |andslides,
soil corrosion and erosion, and to rehabilitate rivers and their sources
within the borders of national forests;

e Zero tillage, proper seed bed preparation and contour ploughing in sloped
| ands;

* Prevent burning of post-harvest nul ches,

- Use envi ronnent al - protective nodel s during t he arr angenent and
rehabilitation of grasslands and neaking seasonal arrangenents, where
possi bl e;

e« Conserve biodiversity;

e Mninize chenical use, pronmpte new techniques that help sustainability of
envi ronnent ;

« Encourage organic agriculture;

e Form w nd- breaker structures;

e Rehabilitate and restore salinated | ands;

e Apply proper and efficient watering nethods, and inprove drainage
condi tions;

e« Mnitor all agricultural activities by using Geographic Information Systens
(@9);

e Formulate and carry out rural devel opment projects;

* Realize arrangenents for providing neans of settlenent for the refugees,
mgrants and for those whose |and have been expropriated, both within and
outside agricul tural areas;

e Provide credits to farners for the purpose of developing soil and water
resources and to prepare technical aid projects;

e Provide soil protection services and other services related to the
construction of facilities such as ponds, punping stations, reservoirs and
channels for the purpose of supplying water for irrigation and potable
wat er for aninals;

e Realize the collection of lands, render in-field devel opnent services and
construct individual drainage systens,

e Make research for devel opnent soil and water resources.

Al'l those activities have been carried out through past years in Turkey.

Qur benefits from being Party to the Convention wll be to establish
coherence by bringing together all key actors to support anti-desertification
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activities, to pronote policies and strengthen institutional frameworks that
wi Il enhance cooperation and coordination at national level, lastly and nore
inportant, to put bottomup approach into the agenda to mtigate drought
ef fects and conbat erosion.

Legal and regulatory framework on erosion and desertification in Turkey are
listed bel ow

e Law on Establishnment and Duties of Mnistry of Forestry

e Law on Forestry

e Law on Mobilization for Afforestration and Erosion Control

 Law on Support of Forest Villagers for Their Devel opnent

 Decree Law on Establishnent and Duties of Mnistry of Agriculture

e Law on G azel and

e« Law on the Aid to Farners Affected By Natural Disasters

e« Law on the Aid to Farners Affected By Natural Disasters

e« Law on Establishnent and Duties of GCeneral Directorate of Rural
Services

e Law on Establishnent and Duties of General Directorate of State
Met eor ol ogi cal Service

e Law on Establishment and Duties of General Directorate of State Hydraulics
Wor ks

e« Law on Environnent
e Law on Establishment and Duties of Mnistry of Environnent

e« Directive on Utilization of Agricultural Lands for non-agricultural
Pur poses

* Notice for Prevention of Burning of Post-harvest Mil ches
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1. SUMVARI ES OF REPCRTS SUBM TTED BY SUBREG ONAL ORGANI ZATI ONS
GROUP OF ANNEX |V COUNTRY PARTI ES

During this reporting period the five nenbers of the Annex |V Subregion
(Geece, Italy, Portugal, Spain and Turkey) focused their conmon activities
mai nly on planning the node and areas of subregional cooperation and on the
acquisition of pertinent information. The target of these activities was the
preparation of the Subregional Action Programme (SRAP), which would be the
basi s of cooperation anong them and with other countries.

Wth respect to the preparation of the SRAP, the nenbers have continued to
el aborate the terms of references (TOR), which had been prepared by the
Italian Presidency and approved by the nenbers of the Subregion.

According to the priorities set on the thematic areas of the TOR the five
Focal Points and Israel prepared and subnitted to the EU the CLEMEDES
(G earing House Mechanism on Desertification for the Northern Mediterranean
Regi on) proposal. The proposal has been approved for financing.

The Subgroup nenbers are participating in the EU-financed Concerted Action
Programme to support the Northern Mediterranean Regional Action Programe for
Conbating Desertification (MEDRAP). The programre involves a series of
wor kshops, where scientists, admnistrators, NGOs and representatives of
st akehol ders exchange views, experience and devel op approaches for conbating
desertification, which could be used as a basis for the elaboration of the
Regi onal and National Action Programmes.

The first Wrkshop on Sustainable Soil and Water Mnagenent was held in
Athens on 15-17 Decenber 2001, organized by the “Nucleo Ricerca
Desertificazione” of the University of Sassari and the Geek National
Conmittee for Conmbating Desertification. Prelimnary conclusions and
recomendations are presented in this report.

Al so, the Focal Points of the Annex |V Subgroup have participated in the
UNCCD secretariat's Initiative on the Desertification Information System to
support National Action Programes in the Mediterranean (DIS/MED). A
techni cal Workshop was held in Florence on 20-22 June 2001, where principles
were el aborated for the inplenentation of DI S/ MED.

Greece, Portugal and Turkey have selected pilot areas for inplenmenting the
NAPs, multinational cooperation and denonstrations.

The Greek Presidency of the Annex |V Subgroup organized the joint celebration
of Wrld Day to Conbat Desertification in Athens on 17 June 2001. The
celebration was attended by the UNCCD Executive Secretary, M. H A Diallo,
all the Focal Points of the subgroup, observers from France, |srael and
MEDFORUM and a | arge audi ence of governnental dignitaries, scientists, |ocal
governnent officials, NG and stakeholders. The celebration was wdely
publici zed by the nedia.
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The Greek presidency organized during 2001 two official focal point neetings.
One in Athens on 19 June on the occasion of the celebration of Wrld Day to
Conmbat Desertification and one in Geneva on 10 Cctober on the occasion of the
fifth session of the Conference of the Parties (COP 5). Decisions reached in
these two neetings are presented in the text of this report.



