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.  ORGANI ZATI ON OF THE MEETI NG
A.  Opening of the neeting
1. The eighth regional neeting of Latin Anerican and Caribbean (LAC

country Parties preparatory to the first session of the Committee for the
Review of the Inplenmentation of the Convention (CRIC) was opened in
Bri dget own, Barbados, on 29 July 2002. The two nmin ains of the nmeeting were
the following: to present and analyse national reports from country Parties
of the region, reports from international organizations and agencies, donor
countries and intergovernmental and non-governnental organizations (NGOs),
and to exchange experience in the seven thematic topics identified for the
first session of the CRIC.

2. In his opening statenment, M. Hama Arba Diallo, Executive Secretary of
the secretariat of the United Nations Convention to Conbat Desertification
(UNCCD), wunderlined the crucial stage of the UNCCD process in which country
Parties should conbine their efforts to face major challenges and ensure a
snooth passage from a conception and policy fornulation phase to an often
nore conplex and denmanding inplenentation stage. He highlighted in
particular the need to strengthen the national capacity-building process in
order to raise the institutional profile of the Convention and inprove the
effectiveness of the initiatives inplenented. H E. M. Elisabeth Thonpson,
M ni ster of Physical Developnent and Environnent of Barbados, stressed the
necessity to carry out activities to conbat desertification, rehabilitate
degraded land and mitigate the effects of drought, involving all the
st akehol ders in a participatory manner. Towards these ains, she pointed out
that the Convention represented an inportant legally binding instrunment for
pronoting the sustainable developnment of the affected countries of the
regi on.

3. During the opening cerenmony, M. Hama Arba Diallo and HE M. Edw n
Carrington, Secretary Ceneral of the Caribbean Community (CARI COM), signed a
Menor andum of Understanding with the aim of establishing a joint framework
for action and cooperation in the Caribbean subregion to fight |I|and
degradation, address the problem of drought and water shortage and support
the efforts undertaken by the Caribbean country Parties to deal with the
causes of these through the inplenentation of the UNCCD.

B. Election of the chairperson and other officers

4, The participants elected Ms. Karen Smith (Barbados) chairperson of the
meeting. M. WIfredo Alfaro (Chile) and M. Reynold Mirray (Saint Vincent
and the Genadines) were elected vice-chairpersons. Ms. Zoraida Fajardo

(Col onbi a) was el ected rapporteur of the neeting.

C. Adoption of the agenda and organi zati on of work

5. The participants adopted the prelimnary agenda of the neeting as
proposed by the secretariat.
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6. The neeting heard presentations of national reports from the follow ng
affected Latin American and Caribbean country Parties:

Anti gua and Bar buda Doni ni ca Per u

Argentina Ecuador St. Lucia

Bahanmas El Sal vador St. Vincent and the
Bar bados Gr enada Gr enadi nes
Bolivia Hai ti Suri nanme

Br azi | Hondur as Trini dad and Tobago
Chile Jammi ca Ur uguay

Col onbi a Mexi co Venezuel a

Costa Rica Panama

Cuba Par aguay

The presentations were nmde according to clusters (Southern Cone,
Mesoaneri ca, the Caribbean, the Andes).

7. It also heard presentations of the reports of Germany and Italy as the
devel oped country Parti es.

8. It further heard the presentations fromthe follow ng intergovernnental
or gani zati ons, Uni t ed Nat i ons organi zati ons and i nternational and
mul til ateral agencies:

G obal Mechani sm (GW

I nter-Anmerican Devel opment Bank (| DB)

Uni ted Nations Framework Convention on Clinate Change (UNFCCC)
Worl d Met eorol ogi cal Organi zati on (WMO)

9. The nmeeting also heard presentations by the International Network of
NGOs on Desertification (R OD-LAC) and the Caribbean Network for Integrated
Rural Devel opnment (CNI RD) which focused in particular on the effectiveness of
the process of participation of civil society in the inplenentation of the
Conventi on.

D. Attendance

10. Thirty-four representatives from 27 country Parties of the region, two
devel oped country Parties, eight intergovernnental organizations, United
Nati ons organi zations and international and nultilateral agencies as well as
19 NGOs attended the nmeeting. The conplete list of participants is given in
annex |1l to this docunent.
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E. Docunentation
11. The followi ng docunents were nmde available for consideration by the
nmeet i ng:
I CCD/ICRIC(1)/ 4 Revi ew of reports on inplenentation by affected Latin

American and Caribbean country Parties, including on
the participatory process, and on experience gained
and results achi eved in t he preparation and
i npl enentation of action programmes

| CCD/ CRIC(1)/ 4/ Add. 1 Synthesis and prelimnary analysis of information
contained in reports submtted by affected Latin
Ameri can and Cari bbean country Parties

I CCDICRIC(1)/6 Review of reports by developed country Parties on
measures taken to assist in the preparation and
i npl enentation of action programes of affected
country Parties of all regions, including informtion
on financial resources they have provided, or are
provi di ng, under the Convention

| CCD/ CRIC(1)/6/Add. 1 Synthesis and prelimnary analysis of information
contained in reports submtted by devel oped country
Parties

ICCDICRIC(1)/7 Review of information provided by relevant organs,
funds and programres of the United Nations system as
wel |l as other intergovernnental and non-governmental
organi zations, on their activities in support of the
preparation and inplenentation of action programes
under the Convention

1. SUMVARY OF DI SCUSSI ONS

12. The representatives of 27 LAC country Parties presented their national
reports according to subregional clusters with the aim of facilitating the
debate on issues that could have common features due to the geographical
proximty of the countries. The majority of the countries highlighted
achi evenments and shortconmings at the national level in the fields identified
by the seven thematic topics selected for review by the CRIC

13. Among the main issues discussed during the neeting was the need to make
use, in an efficient manner, of the conparative advantages that sone
countries have in certain sectors, such as for instance, the devel opnment of
soci o-econonmic as well as biophysical benchmarks and indicators, early
warning systems, integrated watershed managenent, techniques for bionmass
production, rehabilitation of degraded |ands, national action programre (NAP)
formul ati on, and organi zational process for guaranteeing stakehol ders’
participation. The constant exchange of scientific and technologica
information as well as lessons learnt anong all the actors involved in the
UNCCD i nplenmentation process appeared fundamental in order for all the
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countries of the region to benefit from them Partici pants unani mously
pointed out how the strengthening of the LAC Information Network on
Desertification (DESELAC) could be very instrunental in pronmoting the
information flow, especially with regard to successful experience based on
reliable and nonitored data. In this context, the full involvement of |oca

communities and civil society was defined as essential due to the
contribution they could give in terns, anpng others, of traditional know edge
and experience matured directly in the various fields of inplenentation of
t he Conventi on.

14. Participants also put particular enphasis on the inmportance of creating
and taking full advantage of the synergies existing anpbng the different
environmental and sustainable devel opnent issues, highlighting how these
cross-cutting issues can reduce costs, avoid overlapping of efforts and
mexim ze results with a spill-over effect. For that purpose, the neeting
underlined the priority of building technical and financial strategic
alliances to foster and strengthen effective regional and internationa
cooperation and partnership, including in its South-South dinension, and of
inplenenting projects and initiatives integrating the Convention into
nati onal devel opnent strategies and plans, poverty eradication programes and

other environnmental instrunents. The approach, in fact, would be very
beneficial to the formulation and application of the NAPs, ensuring
consi stency and coherence wth the overall process for realizing the

obj ectives of real sustainable devel opnent.

15. The countries of the region affirned that the current inplenentation
stage of the UNCCD needs, at the national level, a set of policies and
measures, which should be fully inplemented and financed, to prevent and
reverse the process of drylands degradation as well as to reduce the extrene
vul nerability to drought of vast areas in the region. Accordi ngly,
participants decided to call wupon the international community, including
i ntergovernnental organizations, to lend their support to the inplenmentation
of the UNCCD by ensuring the provision of new and additional financial
resources and technical assistance to affected Parties of the region. In
this regard, they welconed the |atest developnments in the d obal Environnent
Facility (GEF) process and reiterated the position of the region, as already
expressed at the Conference of the Parties and in other relevant
international bodies, in ternms of full support for the establishment of |and
degradation, particularly desertification, as a new and fully fledged foca

area of the GEF, and the identification of the GEF as a financial mechanism
of the Convention.

16. Finally, in accordance with decision 1/COP.5 on the procedures for the
comuni cation of information and review of the inplementation of the
Conventi on, parti ci pants unani nousl y adopt ed t he concl usi ons and
recommendati ons, contained in chapter IIl, to be submitted for consideration

by the Parties at the first session of the CRIC, to be held from 18 to 29
Novenber 2002.

17. Participants also acknowl edged the people and the Governnent of
Bar bados for having hosted the neeting and the other governnents for having
supported its organization
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I11. CONCLUSI ONS AND RECOMVENDATI ONS

A. Mnitoring and reporting of the inplenmentation of the Convention

1. National reports for the UNCCD assessnent process

18. The selection of the seven topics designated in decision 1/COP.5 for

the review of the inplenmentation of the Convention has enabled the
governnents and stakeholders to undertake a nore focused second cycle of
nati onal reports on UNCCD inplenentation. However, some countries

insufficient conpliance with the Help Gide and a lack of analytica

consi deration of progress made in the period under review could have limted
conprehension of the present status of UNCCD inplenentation in the LAC
countries. Furtherrmore, |limted wuse of scientific and technological
information in the reports has made it difficult to assess progress in these
ar eas.

19. Neverthel ess, the LAC country Parties conpleted and tinely subnitted
their national reports for review by the first session of the CRIC. The
strong involvenment of civil society in this exercise, as advocated by the
Hel p Gui de, deserves to be further strengthened and pursued.

20. National reports should concentrate even nore on an analytical review
of the status of the inplenentation of the Convention. At the sane tine,
national country profiles within the national reports are needed in order to
provide nore up-to-date and substantive data covering conprehensive
bi ophysi cal and soci o-econonic i nformation relating to causes and
consequences of desertification.

21. In this context the financial support rendered by the UNCCD secretariat
to country Parties for the fornulation of the national reports was
acknow edged. The level of financial resources provided for reporting should
be increased to neet the need of the LAC country Parties for involving
st akehol ders, collecting and processi ng data and managi ng i nfornati on.

2. Regional and subregional reports

22. VWhile a regional overview in the LAC region is to be provided on a
regul ar basis, it was noted that the current reporting under the regional
action programme (RAP) for LAC did not sufficiently highlight existing
linkages with the Committee on Science and Technol ogy (CST) priority areas of
thematic focus on national and subregional |Ievels. The subregional action
programes (SRAPs) should be submitted for the consideration of the CST, as
regards matters relating to CST priority areas at the regional |evel

3. Reports by devel oped country Parties, regional, international and
i ntergovernnental organizations and agenci es

23. Participation by devel oped country Parties in the reporting exercise of
the UNCCD in LAC was rather limted. The input of the few countries present
was appreciated as a useful contribution to conducting the review by Parties
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required before the CRIC I ndeed, the review process at the regional |eve
is necessary to maximze the results of efforts made by affected LAC country
Parties.

24, The neeting appreciated the reports submtted by developed country
Parties and regional, international and intergovernnental institutions on the
support provided to LAC country Parties as they carry out their obligations
under the UNCCD. However, specific information on the UNCCD process itself
was not adequately provided.

Recommendat i ons

25. National reporting on the progress of the inplenmentation process should
be supported by predictable and appropriate financial resources, notably to
secure the participation of stakeholders at all levels, particularly at | ocal
| evel

26. The UNCCD secretariat, in collaboration with partner agencies, was

invited to assist countries to conplenent the information provided to the
CRIC with the preparation of country profiles within the national reports.

They should be nmore oriented towards quantitative data and analysis relating
to the biophysical and socio-econonic paraneters of combating |and
degradation and desertification and mitigating the inpact of drought.

27. The UNCCD secretariat should facilitate a joint assessnment of the
i npl enentation process of the Convention in the LAC region by devel oped and
devel oping country Parties. The results of such evaluation should be

submitted to the seventh session of the Conference of the Parties (COP 7).

28. The UNCCD secretariat was further invited to review the Help Guide on a
regular basis according to new circunstances, and to update it as
appropriate. A revised format should put enphasis on NAP integration in the
national planning system and the developnment of synergies. Furt her
nodalities to ensure the nobst effective exchange of |essons |earned should
al so be expl ored.

B. Participatory process involving civil society, NGOs
and comuni ty-based organi zati ons

29. The creation of an enabling environment to foster decentralization and
the involvenent of civil society at all levels as well as the pronotion of
rel ated methodol ogies to these ends, while pursued within the NAP framework,
can contribute to the inplenentation of sustainable devel opnent policies nuch
beyond t hat specific franmework

30. Awar eness-raising and inproved comunication, especially anpng the
NGOs, conmmunity-based organizations (CBGs), concerned civil servants, the
private sector and representatives fromthe acadenic, scientific and research
communi ties, should be further encouraged. Sonme countries reported positive
results in associating the ©private sector to the conbat agai nst
desertification. Such cases, incentive systens and related best pactices
deserve to be nore wi dely known.
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31. The role of NGOs and CBOs in catalyzing public support has been

increasingly recognized at the national level; still further efforts to
include civil society are necessary. Sonme NGOs have been instrunmental in
bridging the international policy dialogue on UNCCD inplenentation at the
national and regional |evels. Some of the national reports were produced

with the strong support by national NGOs involved in the inplenentation
process, particularly at the comunity | evel

32. The level of participation of |ocal and indigenous comunities in NAP
i npl enentation as well as in the fornulation of such progranmes is still |ow
in many countries of the region

33. The nmeeting welconmed the initiative of the secretariat, the GV and
partner agencies such as International Fund for Agricultural Devel opnent
(IFAD) to foster NGO participation in the UNCCD process in the LAC region, as
particularly wtnessed at this neeting where nore than 25 organizations from
the Cari bbean, Mesoanerica and South Anerica were present and participated in
the el aboration of these concl usions and reconmendati ons.

Recommendati ons

34. The conmitnment of a wi de range of stakeholders should be encouraged,
notably through their participation in the work of the national coordinating
body (NCB) and in such areas as l|local |evel organization, capacity building,
awar eness canpai gns, research and education

35. A strengthened commitment for public-private partnership should provide
an incentive framework for increasing stakehol ders’ invol venent.

36. More effective participation of wonen and youth in UNCCD inpl enentation
shoul d be pronoted.

37. Country Parties were encouraged effectively to include Ilocal and
i ndi genous communities in NAP fornmul ation and inplenentation while draw ng on

their know edge systens and appropriate traditional practices.

C. Legislative and institutional frameworks or arrangenents

38. Institutional, legislative and regulatory arrangements with regard to
the sustainable managenent of |and-based natural resources including |and
degradation, desertification and forestry are rarely coherent and updated.
Their proper enforcenent is often a cause for concern

39. The crucial role of the NCBs in working with the national focal points
was recogni zed. In particular, participants enphasized the need for a nore
representative and fully funded institution, backed by high-level politica

support, that mnmight assist in harnonizing potentially diverging strategic
f ramewor ks.
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Recommendat i ons

40. Country Parties were encouraged to strengthen NCBs, as appropriate, to
enable them effectively to carry out their responsibilities in inplenmenting
the UNCCD and in contributing to the harnmonization of |and managenent
pol i ci es.

41. The harnoni zation, adjustment and/or updating of existing |egislative
frameworks should help in establishing, at the national |evel, Ilinkages
bet ween the new | egal frameworks on forests and ecosystem | and managenent, as
well as linkages with food security, poverty reduction strategies, and

policies to facilitate the holistic nminstream ng of the issues of the UNCCD

42. The regional coordinating unit (RCU of the UNCCD secretariat, together
with all involved partners, was called upon to provide support to the
countries of the region in achieving greater legal and institutiona
coherence ainmed at inplenenting the Convention and facilitating the delivery
of effective | and nanagenent policies.

D. Resources nobilization and coordi nati on, both donmestic and international
i ncl udi ng concl usi on of partnershi p agreenents

43. The wide-ranging developnental and environnental objectives of the
UNCCD cannot be achieved wthout the provision of a substantial and
predictable level of financial resources to LAC country Parties, ainmed at
securing enabling activities, strengthening their capacity for inplenmentation
of the UNCCD and covering the costs of priority activities of NAPs, SRAPs and
the RAP as well as the activities of the RCU

44, The inadequate |evel of external funding in the period under review is
a matter of grave concern, since the LAC country Parties have faced severe
chal | enges, such as chronic and deteriorating econom c conditions, recurrent
drought and increased vulnerability to natural disasters in a context of
climate change, biodiversity loss and the further shrinking of natura
resources linked to chronic rural poverty.

45, Some LAC country Parties have been facing the dilemm resulting, on the
one hand, from increasing |land degradation and, on the other hand, from the
trend of shrinking official devel opnent assistance (ODA), by earnarking
provisions in the national budget, by using new cost-effective approaches and
by applying strategies for the nmainstreani ng of the Convention issues.

46. There are opportunities to be emphasized in pronoting the design and
use of innovative econom c instrunents such as payment for environnental
services that allow the channelling of domestic sources to conbat
desertification and to mitigate the effects of drought at all Ilevels and
pl acing investnment in the rural areas on the political agendas.

47. The LAC country Parties have noted that many devel oped country Parties,
international organizations and nultilateral financial institutions have not
yet adjusted their procedures for the delivery of programme resources in |line
with their comitments as Parties to the Convention
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48. The neeting strongly urged the World Summt on Sustainabl e Devel opnent
(WsSD) to call for, and the CEF Assenbly to designate, the GEF as a fi nanci al
mechani sm of the UNCCD, in order to provide the Convention with adequate and
predictable funding to achieve its objectives in a tinely and efficient
manner, while recogni zing the conplenentary role of the GM

49, The neeting acknow edged the collaboration between the UNCCD and GEF
secretariats and underlined the necessity for the Executive Secretary of the
UNCCD secretariat, the chairperson of the neeting and the chairperson of the
Goup of Countries of Latin Anmerica and the Caribbean (GRULAC), in
conjunction with the devel oped country Parties to the Convention, to take all
necessary neasures and arrangenents to follow up the decisions adopted by the
GEF Council in My 2002, as well as those expected to conme out of the second
GEF Assenbly relating to the financing of the UNCCD in the LAC countries.

50. The GM and its Facilitation Committee shall focus their activities on
mobi i zati on and channeling of financial resources in accordance with their
mandate in order to accelerate the process of inplenentation of the

Convention in LAC
Recomendat i ons

51. A decision at the sixth session of the Conference of the Parties (COP
6) should invite affected country Parties and devel oped country Parties to
set up, on a voluntary basis, a country-driven consultative mechanism in
countries that have finalized their NAPs. Interested nultilateral
organi zations in these affected countries should actively participate in this
di al ogue anmobng Parties that should be facilitated by the GEF, the GM and the
UNCCD secretariat in the light of their respective mandates. The purpose of
this nechanism is consensus building with regard to best strategic options
and concrete resources nobilization for NAP inpl enentation.

52. Devel opment partners were called upon to reconsider their policies and
procedures with a view to participating in a structured manner in the
proposed dialogue, and to sinplify application requirements and access to
their respective bilateral development funding for inplenentation of the
UNCCD pr ogr anmes.

53. COP 6, in the framework of the review of the policies, operational
nodal ities and activities of the GM as required by the Convention, should
assess the performance of the GM in nobilizing and channelling financial
resources including financial support for transfer of technology to affected
country Parties in accordance with its nandate.

54. Adequat e financial resources for the inplenentation of the UNCCD shoul d
be secured in the aftermath of the WSD so as to contribute to the
eradi cation of rural poverty, particularly in the vulnerable arid, sem-arid
and dry sub-humid ecosystens. The level of financial resources to this
effect should be identified, on an indicative basis, with a view to draw ng
up a clear plan of resource allocation in order adequately and timely to
address the issues of financial support and capacity building prior to COP 7.
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55. The UNCCD secretariat, t oget her with interested agencies and
institutions, was invited to facilitate studies and sharing of experience on
options for sustainable economc activities at comunity level in affected
areas, with a view to presenting opportunities for enploynent and increased
i ncone generation.

56. The neeting urged developed countries to fulfill their financial
comrtnments to UNCCD, considering that the affected devel oping countries have
been allocating resources, although marginally, for the inplenmentation of the
UNCCD and have been raising systematically pertinent NAP programm ng as wel
as funding issues in their regular negotiations wth developed country
Parties.

57. The UNCCD secretariat was called upon to provide, in collaboration with
interested partner agencies, the support needed to strengthen the negotiating
capabilities of affected Parties at the international level, in order to

finalize arrangenents for the fornulation and i nplementation of the NAPs.

58. The GEF was called upon, at its Second Assenbly nmeeting in Beijing in
Oct ober 2002, to adopt the reconmendations of the GEF Council concerning the
designation of Iland degradation (desertification and deforestation) as a
focal area in order effectively to increase GEF support to the successful

i npl enentation of the UNCCD, and to identify the GEF as a financial nechanism
of the UNCCD, taking into account the role of the GM

59. The Inter-Anerican Devel opnent Bank, the Caribbean Devel opment Bank

the Central Anerican Bank for Economic Integration, the Andean Devel opnent

Corporation and other nultilateral funding agencies were called upon to
provide financial resources and facilitate pre-feasibility studies for
investnment projects with a view to enabling LAC country Parties to undertake
| arger investnent programes in the context of the inplenentation of the
Conventi on.

60. The UNCCD secretariat was called upon to provide information to
i ndi vidual country Parties indicating their financial obligations to the core
budget to cover the period including the year 2003.

E. Linkages and synergies with other international conventions and,
as appropriate, with national devel opnent strategies

61. The process of strengthening synergies in the region should be
understood in the context of the integration of the process of inplenentation
of the Convention into national strategies for sustainable devel opnent. The

support from the UNCCD secretariat in the organization of targeted national
synergy workshops has hel ped countries of the region to assess options for
linking in a nore sustained nmanner the activities regarding desertification,
bi ol ogi cal diversity and climte change.

62. The definition of a process of establishing synergies anobng the
sust ai nabl e devel opnent conventions in LAC has been centered on the
i nprovenent of procedures and operative integration at the country level, in

order to respond to the need for the establishment of sound procedures and
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reliable mechanisns and to harness the existing initiatives that satisfy the
obj ectives of the conventions.

63. This process contributed to the identification of possible strategic
approaches in the devel opnent and | aunching of joint activities, in avoiding
duplication of effort and increasing cost-efficiency, but foll ow up

activities could not be secured wi thout financial support.

Recommendat i ons

64. The synergies with the UNFCCC, the Convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD), the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands and other relevant international

environmental instruments should be achieved by neans of initiatives and
actions directed to the inplenentation of the conventions at the national
| evel . I mpl emrentation of i nt egrat ed, cost-effective programmes and

activities to this end can contribute directly to the harnonization of
nati onal sustainabl e devel opnent policies.

65. The LAC countries requested the secretariat, in cooperation wth
secretariats of other conventions and interested agencies, to expand the
nunmber of national synergy workshops and to continue facilitating this
process at the country level in order further to enhance the decision-nmekers’
capacity fully to inplement the Convention in a synergistic nmanner, and
invite developed country Parties to provide the secretariat with voluntary
funding to this effect.

F. Measures for the rehabilitation of degraded | and
and for mitigating the effects of drought

66. Water scarcity, water and wind erosion, loss of soil fertility, forest
decline, catastrophes due to extreme weather events and prol onged drought are
some of the problens that affect LAC ecosystens, particularly the Andean
mount ai N ecosystem

67. A wi de range of neasures is being taken in ternms of land rehabilitation
and mtigation of the effects of drought in the LAC region. In this context
the Convention has yet to nmake its inpact felt as it should now nmove fromthe
programming to the operational phase.

68. At present, nost of the nmeasures taken seem to respond to short-term
i nperatives and are not linked to the sustainable rehabilitation of degraded
| ands, nor do they constitute a sustained response to disaster mtigation,
prevention and risk nanagenent.

69. LAC country Parties need support in training, exchanges and
denmonstration programmes in order to conmuni cate know edge of best practices
in managing |lands in a sustainable manner and to increase the use of science
and technology for the mtigation of the inpacts of natural disasters,
i ncl udi ng recurrent drought.
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Recommendat i ons

70. Participants stressed the need to strengthen interaction anong
countries of the region so as to increase the information flow, to pronote
Sout h- South research ventures, and to stinmulate the dissemnation of
appropriate technol ogy and know how.

71. The UNCCD secretariat, with other relevant international organizations,
was invited to support the efforts to share experience and capacities anopng
countries in the field of forestation, reforestation and watershed
managenent . The countries recommended that the secretariat should nake
efforts to nobilize financial resources in order to organize a regiona
sem nar and arrange a task group on watershed managenent.

G Drought and desertification assessnent, nonitoring
and early warning systens

72. Some LAC country Parties have a conparative advantage in the
devel opment of several sets of benchmarks and indicators on desertification
and drought, ranging from diagnosis to nonitoring as well as assessnent
i ndi cators. They are developing several initiatives to identify benchmarks

and indicators for diagnosing situations and nonitoring, assessing and
hel ping to inplenent concrete activities.

73. O her LAC country Parties suffer froma lack of sound systens for early
war ni ng and drought preparedness.

Recommendati ons

74. The LAC country Parties exhorted each other to nake the best use of the
DESELAC network in the field of wearly warning systens, providing and
exchangi ng valuable technical information and sharing best practices and

experi ence.

75. The LAC country Parties <called wupon the UNCCD secretariat and
interested international agencies to support joint initiatives, experiences,
activities relating to devel oprment of indicators and benchnmarks, interaction
with programmes in other regions (Concerted Action to Support the Northern
Medi t erranean Regional Action Programme to Conbat Desertification - MEDRAP)
and the holding of a seminar on indicators and benchmarks for LAC in
Argentina, as a nmechanismto strengthen the RAP

76. The LAC country Parties requested the UNCCD secretariat, the WO and

interested partner agencies to extend full support for the further
devel opnment and inplenentation of a conprehensive programe on early warning
systens for the Caribbean and Mesoanerican country Parties, including the
st rengt heni ng of their t echni cal capabilities and communi ty- based

organi zational activities to make the programme operati onal

77. Initiatives on early warning systens should draw in strong partnerships
bet ween the UNCCD secretariat and other agencies, such as WVMO and the GEF.
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H. Access by affected country Parties, particularly affected devel opi ng
country Parties, to appropriate technol ogy, know edge and know how

78. Several best practices, including biomss generation (quezungual) and
zero tillage, have already been successfully applied in a nunber of countries
of the region, representing valuable alternatives for |l|and wusers and
provi ding a conpetitive econom ¢ advant age.

Recommendat i ons

79. It is necessary to dissemnate and apply, where appropriate, the
findings derived from traditional know edge and best practices. This also
applies when such know edge and practices are conmbined wth npdern
technol ogi es, and adapted to | ocal conditions.

80. The CST and its group of experts should propose ways and neans to
strengthen the capacity of scientific and academic institutions in the LAC to

devel op synergistic progranmes based on sound | and use practices.

I. Priorities at national, subregional and regional |evels

1. Nat i onal |eve

81. According to articles 9 and 10 of the Convention, country Parties have
to prepare and inplenent their NAPs in a participatory manner and to
guarantee the coherence of the UNCCD process and its integration in the
respective national policies for sustainable devel opnent. Progress in this
matter is still too slow when considering the deadline for NAP preparation
contained in the Recife Initiative (decision 8/ COP.4).

82. Furthernmore, the rationalization of the enabling national nmacro policy
and | egal frameworks should represent a priority so as to avoid any conflict
anong provisions and allow the effective inplenmentation of the Convention,
pronoting, inter alia, synergies anong the existing sustainable devel opnent
i nstruments.

83. Conmbating poverty requires the adoption of effective nmeasures to
operationalize participatory policies and |aunch concrete measures engi neered
with the aim of <creating an enabling framework for the pronmpotion and
devel opnment of sustainable and conpetitive economic alternatives ained at
i ncome generation for affected comunities.

84. Partici pants recognized the need to maximze the multiplier effect of
resource allocation to affected areas through an enhanced framework for
i nvestment coordination conceived with the aim of ensuring an increased
overall coherence for donmestic and international operational interventions at
the field I evel
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2. Regional and subregional |evels

85. Considering integrated watershed nmnagenment as the key issue for
conmbating | and degradation in the region, LAC country Parties should identify
those transboundary ecosystens in which horizontal cooperation can be
fostered, with the aim of analysing problems, assessing existing and required
capacities and pronoting solutions which are both suitable and replicable.

86. There are several positive exanples of cooperation anpbng countries of
the region, such as the Central Anmerican Conmittee on Desertification and
Drought, which bring about econonies of scale and coherent negotiations
between the participant country Parti es.

87. The LAC country Parties enphasized the need to build upon the
experience and successes of El Gan Chaco Anmericano and the Puna Anericana
SRAPs to define guidelines and nethodologies for future sustainable
initiatives at the subregional |evel.

88. RAP and SRAP inplenentation are hindered by a chronic lack of funding
as well as weak partnerships. Participants welcomed the initiative of the
secretariat to reactivate its RCU in Mexico City, which will help to enhance
priority actions such as DESELAC and RAP/ SRAP i npl enmentation through capacity
bui | di ng at national and subregional |evels.

Recommendati ons

89. LAC country Parties not having conpleted their NAPs were urged to
continue taking all necessary neasures and to accelerate the process for
their elaboration and adoption not later than the end of 2005, as recomended
by deci sion 8/ COP. 4.

90. The successful experience of regional or subregional integration in the
negotiations of the UNCCD, such as the Central Anmerican Conmittee on
Desertification and Drought, should be replicated also in the Caribbean and
the South Anerican countries.

91. The UNCCD secretariat was urged to reactivate and strengthen the work
of the RCU with a view to enhancing priority actions at national,
subregional and regional levels such as RAP/SRAP and DESELAC i npl enentation
as well as the coordination of GEF integrated initiatives. Particul ar
enphasis should be placed on ensuring adequate and predictable financial
resources through budgetary funds and voluntary contributions.

92. LAC countries should nmake necessary efforts, in coordination wth
Parties from other regions, for the formal establishnment of the RCU during
COP 6, considering the need for the allocation of adequate funds for its
oper ati on.

93. Regi onal and subregional institutions were encouraged to continue their
integration efforts, particularly regar di ng t he preparation and
i npl ementati on of SRAPs and transboundary activities.
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94. The secretariat of the UNCCD, with the support of the GEF, the GM and
partner agencies, was urged to support LAC country Parties in the devel opnent
of a regional progranme on watershed nanagenent.

95. The LAC country Parties requested the support of the UNCCD secretariat,
in collaboration wth interested partners, in the developnent of a
conprehensi ve regional project on benchmarks and indicators that strengthen
the inplenmentation of the RAP and its subregional conponents, particularly
through the instruments already in place in its RCU such as DESELAC

96. The UNCCD secretariat, in collaboration with relevant international
agenci es and organi zations, such as the United Nations Devel opnent Programe
(UNDP), the United Nations Environment Programre (UNEP), WMO, the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO, IDB, |FAD and the
United Nations Economic Commission for Latin Anerica and the Caribbean
(UN ECLAC), and bilateral donors, was invited to continue providing support
for the inplenentation of the UNCCD at the national, subregional and regional
| evel s.

J. dobal policy matters

97. LAC Parties comended the initiatives facilitated by the UNCCD
secretariat in preparation of the WSSD through the Preparatory Conference to
the WSSD held in Praia, Cape Verde, and the Africa-LAC Forumheld in Caracas,
Venezuel a.

98. The effects of desertification and drought should be clearly perceived.
Forced mgration from affected rural areas to agricultural frontiers and
urban dwellings contribute to social marginalization, political instability
and conflicts. Desertification and drought are increasingly dom nant causes
for such forced mgratory patterns. The Convention contributes to securing a
better |ong-term bal ance between urban and rural comrunities, particularly by
recogni zing the right of people of the drylands to sustainable livelihood in
their habitat. Special enphasis should be placed on |land tenure issues.

99. As sone of the economic, financial and trade inperatives driving the
process of globalization seem at times, to contribute to grow ng incone
di screpancies and to the deterioration of the terns of trade between rich and

poor countries, a full inplementation of UNCCD progranmes would contribute to
restoring some global equity, while alleviating increasing concerns that
gl obalization will lead to the irreversible marginalization of people living

in arid, sem-arid and dry sub-hum d ecosystens.
Recomendat i ons

100. The neeting recomended that appropriate actions be taken to ensure
that the regional representatives of high-level delegations to the WSSD in
Johannesburg and to the GEF General Assenbly include in their presentations
the subject of desertification and the elenents of global policy discussed at
this neeting.
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101. At the WSSD, LAC country Parties should enphasize the need for
investment in rural developnent in the affected areas and highlight in this
respect the role that the inplenentation of the UNCCD nay play in achieving
greater policy coherence for the managenent of natural resources.

102. Al Parties were invited to review budgetary allocations for pronpoting
participatory and integrated local rural devel opnment. While LAC country
Parties should earmark a higher proportion of their national budget to this
effect, developed country Parties were invited to integrate this priority in
the provision of new and additional resources wunder the forthconing
al |l ocati on of ODA

103. The WSSD was invited to declare the UNCCD as a gl obal instrunent for
eradicating poverty and achieving sustainable developnent in the npst
vul nerable areas, in order to ensure that adequate and predictable financial
resources and capacity building be provided at national and |ocal |evels.

104. Inproved access of drylands products to the international narkets
should be granted as it would contribute to sustainable livelihoods in
affected areas and stinulate the involvement of the private sector in
conbating desertification.

105. The developnment partners together with the GEF secretariat and GEF
focal points in LAC countries were urged to recognize fully the potential of
the UNCCD for pronoting integrated programmes with genuine |ocal ownership,
and for eradicating poverty.



| CCD/ CRI C( 1) / 4/ Add. 3

Page 19
Annex |
PREPARATI ON OF THE FI RST SESSION OF THE CRIC
A.  Nomination of the vice-chairperson of the CRIC
1. According to article 4 of the terns of reference of the CRIC, as

annexed to decision 1/COP.5, on the conposition of the Bureau of the CRIC
Latin Anerican and Cari bbean country Parties nominated the representative of
Cuba as the vice-chairperson of the CRIC

B. List of countries presenting case studies
at the first session of the CRIC

2. Fol l owi ng decision 1/COP.5 concerning the nature of the review and the
met hodol ogy used by the CRIC, and in accordance with the provisional agenda
of the CRIC (ICCD/CRIC(1)/1), Latin Anmerican and Caribbean country Parties
nomi nated the following countries to present case studies at the session

Thematic topic Country

1: Participatory processes involving civil society, non- Bolivia
government al organi zati ons and comrunity-based
or gani zati ons

2: Legislative and institutional frameworks or Panama
arrangenents
3: Resource nobilization and coordi nation, both donestic Costa Rica, St
and international, including conclusions of partnership Vincent and the
agreenments Gr enadi nes,

Ur uguay
4: Linkages and synergies with other environnental Anti gua and

conventions and, as appropriate, with national devel opnment Bar buda
strategies

5: Measures for the rehabilitation of degraded | and Par aguay
6: Drought and desertification nmonitoring and assessnent; Argentina
early warning systenms for mitigating the effects of

dr ought

7: Access by affected country Parties, particularly Hondur as

af fected devel oping country Parties, to appropriate
technol ogy, know edge and know- how
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REGI ONAL MATTERS OTHER THAN THE CRI C
1. As a conplement to the recommendations for the review exercise,

participants also underlined the necessity to strengthen the institutional
structure of the RAP as a neans of enhancing coordination and comuni cation

capabilities ampng national focal points. In this regard, they unani mously
highlighted the inportance of a fully operational and effective RCU as a
uni que regional-level instrunment for the followup and nonitoring of the
i npl enentation of Annex IIl to the Convention. They further recalled past

recommendati ons under this agenda item particularly decision 6/COP.5 which
recogni zes the inmportance of regional approaches and coordination in the
i npl ementation of the Convention, and the value of efforts at the regional
| evel . Accordi ngly, participants strongly supported the tinmely reactivation
of the RCU and invited the Conference of the Parties to take a decision for
its funding through its regular budget at its forthcom ng session.

2. In this context, the participants also invited the secretariat to
finalize consultations wth an international institution represented in
Mexi co, a country with which the secretariat has signed a host agreenment for
t he RCU.
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Annex |11

LI ST OF PARTI Cl PANTS

PARTI ES

ANTI GUA AND BARBUDA

M. Ato Lew s
Envi ronment Officer
Governnment of Antigua and Barbuda

ARGENTI NA

M. Octavio Peréz Pardo

Director

Nati onal Directorate for Sustainable
Devel opnent

M ni stry of Environnent and

Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent

M. Dani el Tonmasini

Director

Land Conservation Service
M ni stry of Environment and
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent

Ms. El eana Mari e Abraham
Scientific Research on
Desertification

Argentinean Institute of Arid Zones
(1 ADI ZA)

BARBADGCS

Ms. Karen Smith

Envi ronment Officer

M ni stry of Physical Devel opnent and
Envi r onnment

M. Leonard Fields
Seni or Met eor ol ogi st
Bar bados Met eor ol ogi cal Services

Ms. S. Natalie Burke
Foreign Service Oficer
M nistry of Foreign Affairs

Ms. Shelly Bend
Foreign Service Oficer
M nistry of Foreign Affairs

BAHAMAS

Ms. Nakira Gaski n-W I chconbe

Supervi sor of Conputer Operations
The Bahamas Environnent, Science and
Technol ogy Conmmi ssi on

BOLI VI A

M. David Rada Riveros

Consul tant on Watershed Managenent
Vi cemi nistry of Environnent, Natural
Resources and Forest Devel oprment

BRAZI L

Ms. Nadi ma de Mascedo Paiva
Nasci m ent o

Advi sor of the secretariat for
Hydr ol ogi cal Resources

M ni stry of Environnent and
secretariat for Water Resources

Ms. G aucia Silveira Gauch
Enbassy of Brazil in Barbados

CHI LE

M. WIlfred Al faro Catal an
UNCCD Focal Poi nt
Forestry Conmmi ssi on ( CONAF)

COLOwBI A

Dr. Zorai da Faj ardo Rodriquez
Speci al i st

M ni stry of Environnment

COSTA RICA

M . Mariano Espi noza Camacho

UNCCD Focal Poi nt
M ni stry of Environnent
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CUBA

Ms. Maria Nery Urquiza Rodriquez
Speci al i st

M nistry for Science, Technol ogy and
Envi r onnment

M. Hector Conde Al neida

Speci al i st

M nistry for Science, Technol ogy and
Envi r onnment

DOM NI CA

M. Mark John

Head, Environnental Coordinating
Uni t

M nistry of Agriculture and

Envi r onment

ECUADOR

M. José Eduardo Gonzal ez Estrella
UNDP/ UNSO' UNV Techni cal Focal Point
M ni stry of Environnment

EL SALVADOR

M. Carl os Sal azar

UNCCD Focal Point

M ni stry of Environnent and Natural
Resour ces

EUROPEAN COVMUNI TY

M. Boni facius De Jonge
Eur opean Conmi ssion Del egation in
Bar bados

GERMANY

Ms. Ingrid Prem

Techni cal Advi sor

German Agency for Techni cal
Cooperation (GTZ)

GRENADA

M. Augustus Thonms

Forest Conservation Officer
Forestry and Nati onal Parks
Depart ment

HAI Tl

M. Joseph Vernet
Nati onal Focal Point
M ni stry of Environnent

HONDURAS

M. Carlos H Pineda Hejia
Vice-M ni ster for Environnment
secretariat for Natural Resources
and Envi ronnent

| TALY

M. Gorgio Trabattoni
Counsel or

Directorate for Devel opnent
Cooperation

M nistry of Foreign Affairs

JAMAI CA

M. Phil bert Brown
Senior Director
M nistry of Water and Housi ng

MEXI CO

M. Huitron Victor Mnuel

UNCCD Focal Poi nt

M nistry of Environnment and Natur al
Resour ces

PANAMA

Ms. Abril Meéndez

Chi ef of the National Service for
the Administration of Water
Resour ces

PARAGUAY

M. Luis E. Mlinas

UNCCD Focal Poi nt

Di rector of Environnental Managenent
Service

M ni stry of Environnent



PERU

M. Jorge MIIlones Q ano

UNCCD Focal Point

General Director for Environnental
Affairs

National Institute of Natural
Resour ces

SAI NT LUCI A

M. Cornelius |saac

Assi stant Chief Forestry Oficer
M nistry of Agriculture, Forestry
and Fi sheries

SAI NT VI NCENT AND THE GRENADI NES

Dr. Reynold Murray

Envi ronnent al Coor di nat or
M nistry of Health and the
Envi r onnment
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SURI NAME

M. Gordon Babel

Lecturer, University of Surinane
National Institute for Environnent
and Devel oprment (NI MOS)

TRI NI DAD AND TOBAGO

Ms. Vi di ah Rankhel awan

Seni or Planning O ficer

Mnistry of Public Utilities and the
Envi r onnment

URUGUAY

Ms. G selle Beja Val ent

Advi ser

M ni stry of Housing, Land and
Envi r onment

VENEZUELA

M . Rodol fo Roa

UNCCD Techni cal Focal Point

General Director of Watershed

M ni stry of Environnent and Natural
Resour ces

UNI TED NATI ONS SECRETARI AT OFFI CES,
SPECI ALI ZED AGENCI ES AND RELATED ORGANI ZATI ONS

UNI TED NATI ONS ENVI RONMENT PROGRAMVE

M. Ricardo Sanchez Sosa
Director

Regional O fice for the Latin
Anerica and the Cari bbean

UNI TED NATI ONS FRAMEWORK CONVENTI ON
ON CLI MATE CHANGE

Ms. Marta Perdono
Manager
Non- Annex | | npl enentation Programme

WORLD METECROLOG CAL ORGANI ZATI ON

M . Mmadou Saho
Scientific Oficer
Agr onet eor ol ogy Di vi sion
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| NTERGOVERNVMENTAL ORGANI ZATI ONS

CARI BBEAN DEVELOPMENT BANK

Ms. Cheryl Dixon
Project Oficer (Environnment)

CONVENTI ON ON VETLANDS ( RAMSAR)
Ms. Nadra Nat hai - Gyan

Head, WIdlife Section, Trinidad
and Tobago

I NTER- AMERI CAN DEVELOPMENT BANK

M. Carlos Lopez Ccafia
Seni or Ecol ogi st

NON- GOVERNVENTAL ORGANI ZATI ONS

Anti gua and Bar buda

G |l bert Agricultural and Rural
Devel opnent Center

Ms. Roberta WIlians
Argentina
Fundaci on del Sur (South Foundati on)
- International NGO Network on
Desertification (RIOD)

M. Juan Luis Merega

Bar bados

Cari bbean: Pl anning for Adaptation
to G obal Cimte Change (CPACC)

M. Rawl eston Mbore
Dr. Neville Trotz

Cari bbean Youth Environnent Network
M. Osmond Har ewood

Belize

Bel i ze Audubon Soci ety

Ms. Di ane Wade- Mbor e

Br azi |
Instituto Desert (Desert Institute)
M. Val demar Rodri gues
Chile
Earth Action Network
Ms. Viviane Castro Salinas
Domi ni ca

Domi ni ca Yout h Envi ronnent
Or gani zati on

M. Terry Raynond
Doni ni can Republic
Fund for Nature (PRONATURA)
M. Cesar Vargas
G enada

Grenada Conmunity Devel opnent Agency
( GRENCODA)

Ms. Judy WIlians



Guyana
Guyber Net
M. Trevor Benn
Hai ti
Hai ti an Coll ective for the
Protection of the Environnent and
Al ternative Devel opnent ( COHPEDA)
M. Calixte Aldrin

Hondur as

Institute for Integral Devel opnent
of Honduras (1Dl H)

Ms. Ana Sierra Andeno
Janmi ca

St. Elizabeth Environnmental
Protecti on Associ ation

M. Anthony Freckl eton
Saint Lucia
St. Lucia National Trust

M . Augustine Donini que
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Sai nt Vincent and the G enadines

W ndward | sl ands Farners’
Associ ati on (W NFA)

M . Emanuel W/ berforce
Suri nane
For um NGOs

M. Soetjipto Verkuijl
Trinidad and Tobago

Cari bbean Network for Integrated
Rural Devel opnent ( CNI RD)

Ms. Melina Eustace
Ms. Zakiya Uzonmm Wadada

Envi ronment Tobago
M. Kamau Akili
Protectors of the Environnment

M . Peter Ranmpersad



