UNITED NATIONS E

Distr.

LIMITED
E/ESCWA/TECH/2002/WG.1/34
15 July 2002

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia

Forum on Technology, Employment and Poverty Alleviation in the Arab Countries

and
Consultative Committee on Scientific and Technological Development

First meeting
Beirut, 16-18 July 2002

THE EUMEDIS INITIATIVE:
EURO-MEDITERRANEAN INFORMATION SOCIETY

Note: This document has been reproduced in the form in which it was received, without formal editing. The opinions expressed are
those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of ESCWA.

02-0445




THE EUMEDIS INITIATIVE:
EURO-MEDITERRANEAN INFORMATION SOCIETY

by

Bruno Ferlito
Seconded National Expert
European Commission”




Abstract

This presentation discusses the EUMEDIS Initiative, approved in February 1999 as part of the MEDA
program. which was devised as an instrument for the implementation of the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership.
This program also supports the reform of economic and social structures in the Mediterranean partners.

T'he EUMEDIS objectives encompass the acceleration of economic growth, stimulation of cooperation,
improvement in quality of life, heightened internet connectivity, the creation of end-user-oriented electronic
platforms. facilitation of mutual understanding across multicultural and multilingual contexts, and the
promotion of innovative public services.

These objectives are to be tackled through a two-fold approach: the first being a network of national focal
points and intemnet-based connections between EU and MED countries, the second being the implementation
of pilot projects in 5 sectors of activity: healthcare, e-commerce, tourism and cultural heritage, innovation, and
education and training
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