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Letter dated 22 November 2002 from the Secretary-General to the
President of the General Assembly

I have the honour to refer to the draft resolution on Khmer Rouge trials which
the Third Committee has recommended to the General Assembly for adoption
(A/C.3/57/L.70).

If it adopts the draft resolution, the General Assembly would request me to
resume negotiations to conclude an agreement with the Government of Cambodia on
the establishment of Extraordinary Chambers within the existing court structure of
Cambodia for the prosecution of crimes committed during the period of Democratic
Kampuchea.

In that event my intention would be to conduct those negotiations in such a
way as to ensure that prosecutions and trials before those Chambers comply with
established international standards regarding the independence and impartiality of
the judiciary, the effectiveness, impartiality and fairness of prosecutors and the
integrity and credibility of the legal process.

It is also my intention to include information on the financing needs of the
Extraordinary Chambers in the report that I would submit to the General Assembly
in accordance with operative paragraph 7 of the draft resolution. The report will also
include a proposal on the method of funding, including through assessed
contributions.

I would appreciate it if you would circulate this letter to the members of the
General Assembly.

(Signed) Kofi A. Annan


