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LETTER DATED 6 JULY 1551 FROM THE' ENVOY EXTRAORDINARY AND MINISTER
PLENIPOTENTTARY CF ™ GASHIMITE X79D0M OF THY "EDAN TO THE
 UNITED STAUTS £DDRESSED TO Tis SECCTARY-GPNERAL -

. have the honour to refer to qur meetirg on Tuesday, 19 June 1951, end 6 -
request the" ‘release to 'bhe honoux 'ble d.elegates at the United Nations of the .
cablegram sent to Your Excellency on T June 1951, by the Jordenlen Minister for
Foreig:n -Aff'airé corceming the compla.int of the Hashimite Kingdom of the Jordan
against Israel for the 1nterfer6nce of the lq.tter with the natural flow .of. the .

yaters pf tgu River N.I‘qugg‘, together with the rxeport of the Jordanian. Dir<ctor :
of Lands a.nd. Surveys which I presented. at the meeting referred to above, with t-
a map illustrating the report on the salinity of the River Jordan,: .
With respect to the presentation of the cage to the Security Council, I .. .
shall not.ify Your Excellency of the reply of the Jordanian Govermnment immedlatély .

upon its raceipt

(Signed) Dr. Y. HATKAL
Envoy Extraordinary and
Minister Plenipotentiary
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~ ANNEX T Wt

CABLEGRAM DATED 7 J UNE. 1951 FROM THE JORDANIAN MINISTER FQR .-
FOREIGN AFFAIRS TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL, CONCERNING S
THE WATERS OF THE RIVER JORDAN

Iy have'hqxiour request Your Excellency place on vééord following complaint
and protest concerning infringemsnt by Israeli Authorities against riparlen
rights of Hashemite Kingdom Jordsn and take immediate steps ordering stoppage
this aggression, ‘Investiga.ticns carried Ou*ﬁ by Jorden Goverrment experts
established fact that Government Israel held up natural flow of River Jordan at
southern outlet Lake Tiberias, namely at Deganiye Jéwish settlement lying Xsraoll
territory.

Quantity water thus held up eetimated -at 528, 500,000 ¢ubic metres per annum, '
a quantity which hitherbo been used irrigation purposes in Jordan valley south
Lake Tiberias in Jordan territory. Loss this water has cauaad'considez‘a.ble" .
increase in salinity of waters Rlver Jorden together with lowerihg its water
level, b

Seven pumps situatad. 1nmediataly north of Palestine Electric Corporation
reservolr forming part of Idel Fower Station end which now alsd operated. 'by
Israelis suppcrt Jordan Government .contention, Amount of water removed by
operation estimated 31,500,000 cubic metres per annum. )

Abnormal rise In salinity has becomo catastrophic to cultivators who take
irrigetion water by pumps on both gides River Jorden in Jorden territory.
Salinity its watérs during British Mandatory period never exceoded 300 parts per
million - permissible maximum for irrigation under Jordan valley soil conditions -
whereas tnote carried by Jordan Government experts during past three months
showed this salinity have rigsen 1,130 parts per million at Allenby Bridge on
Arman Jerusalem Highway, .

Same disastrous salinity moreover decisively precluding all schemes of
Palestine Aradb refugees settlemsmt ir Jordan valley.

Unless prompt action taken to prevent thie 1llegel interference by Israel in
free flow of River Jordan at Degeniys, the genmeral econcmy of Jordan Kingdom
bound be geriously affected and all further development in irrigation from river
must cease,

/I shall be



I ahall be grataful therefore 11‘ you kindly 1n£’orm me a‘b 'eazvliest posaible
of mea.aure & wHtoh ot Wl “thice e stop'a&m pmvenb ’cnuhinuance ghis. ~grare [
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ANNEX IX

REPORT OF THE JORDANIAN DIRECTCR OF LANDS AND SURVEYS TO THE
JORDANIAN MINIuTER OF FINANCE AND ECONOMY
. ,.. “ AN -.’ ; ,a] . ‘r, f
I have the honour to report that I groceed,ed to ’che ;Pa;l.estine Electric

Corporation Power Station at Jier el Majami, on 22 May 1n ox'dex- to 1nvestigate the
cauges for the serious 4yop in the discharge of the Rivar Jordan which wa.s .
thought to be responeible for the high salinity of t,he water of bhe riVer now
prevainng betwean Jisr Sheikh Husein and the Demd Sea,
The' investigation ‘on the spot dbrought to light the following facts relating
to the regerveir forming part of the Power Station,
1, The Arab Leglon guard, who hes been stationed at the P,E,C, works
for two and a half years gtated that as a rule the level of the reservolr
remained constant within narrow limits, falling elightly during the day
and rieing sgain at night, This agress with my own cbservations on my
occasional visits to ths place,
2, The Irrigation Officlels present stated the varlation in the level was
probably due to the operation of Jewlsh pumps, stated to be seven in
number, which ars located on the north bank of the River Yarmuk for the
purpoge of ralsing water on to the lends of the Jewlsh settlement of
Ashdot Yacov, '
3., ‘Three of the sluices atbached to the penstocks leading to the turbdline
of the P.E,C, were lesking badly. ’
4, As the reservolr is being continually replenished by the full flow of
the Yarmuk and eas the level remains constant it 1s clear that the
reservolr, at the level obtaining at the time of inspection, does not
affect the volume of water flowing from the Yarmuk into the Jordan since
at thig level a state of equilibrium had been reached where the volume of
water leaking through the sluices and the escape charmel equals the
discharge of the ¥Yarmuk,
5. A comparison of the discharge measurements itaken in the Yammuk above
Adagiya and in tho Jordsn at Jlgr Sheikh Husein sixteen kilomstres down
atream from the confluence of the two rivers 15 ehown in the table
aubéomad.
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It xgill be: seen: £rom ‘the above discharge measurementa tha.t except for, the,.
19th and 26th.of April the didcharge of the 'y ora.an &t this point was, appwx:l.mately .
equivalent to the dischadge of thé Yaimuk aﬂ;er makcing. allowancas for the water.,:
absorbed. by 'the Adasiya cansl and the Jewish pumpa. " PR TR

The only conclusion-that can‘be drawn froxn these figuz‘es 15 that for pariod.s os
which mey be-long or short the gatea at Deganiya interfere with the nomal Llgw i
of the. .Iord.an at its outlet from Lake Tiberias, ’ N

It 1s alego significant that a ets..d.J of the diecharge reoords e.t Deganiy& for
the montgs of April and.May in 1936 after a' aeason of poor rainfall (h? pey ogopt

Te5. !13 per secomi -apd for-May -5.9- W per gotond,’ In view of the climatic analc;gue .
for the ralny acasons of 1935-1936 and - 19%0-1951 i.t may be aasumed that 'y grovidqd
thore.was a free flow. througb ‘the Degan‘iya ‘slulce gataa ’ “the discharge of tl'e
Jordan during the months of April anﬂ. May 1951 should be of the same order, and.
the combined flow of the Jordau and hhp Yarmzk at Jier Sheikh Husein should
average at lesst lh.i M3 per second in April and 13 w per second in May,

In its course hetween Leke Tiberias and the Dead Ses the Jordan recelives
increments from saline drainage and springs particularly in the middle reaches
which, however, are diluted normally by the f'resh water from leke Tiberies and
the Yarmuk to the extent that the resulting salinity during the Mandatory period
never exceeded 300 parts per million (the permiesible maximum for irrigation
upder Jordsn Valley soil conditions) even during periods of low discharge,

Salinity tests of the Jordan water are now being made regularly at Jisr
Shelih Husein, Jisy Damiyh and the Allenby Bridge, the results of which are
tabulated as followss
Date  JISR SHEIKH BISEIN Date JISR DAMIYA Date ALLENBY BRIDGE

Sodium Chloride !Naclzz Parts per Million

21/ /51 365 14/4/51 468 23/3/51 952
26/4/51 320 21/4/51 555 30(3/51 1132
2B/L/51 307 1/5/51 436 6/4/51 969
1/5/51 ;1355 13/4/51 999
8/5/51 349 20/4/51 ohis
28/4/51 982

1% 18 clear
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It 18 oloar therofore thnat the reduction in dhe pormal flow of the Jordan by
closing the slulco gates oontrolled by the Jews at Degciniya has inoreasod the
salinity of thle rivor to such an extent as to makq irrigation no longer feasible
botweon Jisr Sheikh Husein and the Dead Sea, '

The oconsequences arising from this abnormal increaso in the salinity of the
Jordan can only be desoribed as disastrous to the existing cultivators teking
irrigation wator by pumps on both sldes of the river, but alsv it effectively and
decisively precludos all schemes of rvefugeo settlement in the Jordan Valley. 1
am informed by the United Natiqne Relief and Works Agenoy for Palestino Refugeos
in tho Near East that it has under eotive oconsldoration four schemes in this
area, each one dependent on pumping vater from the river, Privato enterprise 1s
also engaged in developing land in, the Valley with the.intention of pumping water
from the same source,

Thorefore, unless immodiato action is taken by Government to prevent the
existing unwarrented intorferemce in tho freoc tlow of the river at Doganiya, the
economy of Jorden will be seniously:affected and all furthur development depending
on irrigation from the River Joxdan must coase, o

For easy reforence I, attach a map on which is shoyn all places mentioned in
this report,

) G.F. WALPOLE
reotor of Lands and Surveys

v
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ANNEX TIIT From Jisr Sh. Hewein to the Dend Sea
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