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mmm DATED % MAY 1951 FROM '.'L‘EE cmmm oF TEE SYRIAN DEIEGATION
: ADDRESSED To THL mnsmm OF. 'I‘HE SECURI‘H oomvcn.

<

Excallency,

I have the honor to make the following report received from my Govemment, ,
: rege.rding the incidents which have taken place 1n the demilitarized zone between
May € eénd 3, 1951: . . :

"on May 2, 1951, .at 18.00 hours, en JIsraell force or one bundred troops
approximately, armed with machine mms end autowatic rifles, attacked the Shamalna!
Arabs who live north-west of the point where the Jordem river enters into Lake
Tiverias. The Israell troope Hried to drive the cattle belonging to the thamalnah
Arabs into Israsli. territory. Although the Arab villagers put up a strong
reoeistance, which cost / them two casualtles and the loss of a number of cattle, the
Israell agoressors succeeded in steeling part of the cattle after en exchange of
heary fire with the Arab villagers,

"on the same day, at 11.15 hours, three Jpraeli Alr Force planes, flying &t ar
altitude of about T0O metres, crossed the air frontier limits into Syria, At 16,
hours, enother Israell Alr Force plane flew at low altitude over the Syrien outpost
of Al-Hessel (mep reference 255/800 end 207/900), thus committing enother viclétlor
of the territorial integrity of Syrie.

"on Mey 3, 1951, & new attack wes launched egainst the Shemalnah Arabs by two
Israell detachments, numbering 300 troops each. Thie new action, which was
witnessed by the United Natlons observers, was supported by a heavy artliliery and
norters, shelling and destroying the homes of those innocent Arabs, The Syrian
Delegation to the Mixed Armistice Commission lodged & complaint with the Commlselor
ageinst this inhuman end srbitrary violation of the Armistice Agreement. The Unlt«
Nations observers went to investigate the incldent on the spot, bub they were
prevented from carrying out their dutlies by the Israell troops who fired at the
wvhite-painted car of the United Netlons observers.

"In the region of Jisr Banat Yacub, in the central sector of the demilitarized
zons, Isreell troops opened the fire of their machine guns on the Arab lnhabitante
of thet region, and at the nearby Syrien ocutpoest, but the Syrian guerds did not
return the fire.

"This new mrovocative end hostile act committed by Israel was promptly reporte
to the Chairman of the Armistice Commission by the Syrlan delegation to the MAC for
immediate Investigation.”

The Syrian Government, therefore, gives the assurance thaet in no case dld
Syrian forces take part 1n or retort to, the provocative and hostile acts committc-
by Israel during. the last tvo daye.
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Contrary to the allegations made by the Israeli delegation before the Securit,
Council at its meeting of May 2, 1951, the recent incidents which were intentionall
provoked apd perpetrated by Israeli lapnd and air forces against the innocent Arab
inhebltants of the demilitarized zome, constitute another manifestation of the
determination of the Tel Aviv authorities to cccupy the denmilitarizad zone after
gotting rid of its Arab Inhabliants in the. same manner employed previocusly vie a vi
the Pelestine Arab refugees, For its part, the Syrien Government, faithful to its
Pledges embodied in the Armistice Ag..'eemont, declares that 1t rourishee no desire

of occunying any part of the demilitarized zone; and the Israell Government should
maintein e similsr attitude pending the final settlement of the Palestine question,

I respectfully request that this lettgr be circulated to the members of the
Security Oouncil.

I avall wmyself of this opportunity to renevw to Your Excellency the assurances
of my highest consideration.‘

ir,ery truly yours,

(Sigled) Faris El-Khouri
1¥men of the Syrian Delegation
to the United Natlions.

His Excellency

The President of the Security Council
Unlted Nations .

New York
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