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Sir, I 8 

I have'thii hon&w t6 &municatd to y&x i%r%mi&nieei~ to th6'Pre&&k 

of the S?curity Council the attached report on.deci&&! We& by tb~,,Hasd&ke . _ 
Jordrm K31Q&om-IaraelW.xed kistice Comniea~i5n durin& &h&period 17 N&ember; 
J.g5g'to 17 J?ebru8ry i&i. 
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MIXED ARMISTICS COblME:;llirNS ?IECI-GfOQJG 

1. I have the honour, In pureuance of the Suorrrlty Council reoolution of 

17 November 1950 (document S/1907), to eubmit the follow- report on desisione 

taken by the Eaehemite Jo-n Kln@om-Ierael Mixed Armistiae Conunieolon, 

2. Thclo r&port which le in two part6 deal& with deoleione taken by the Uashemite 

Jordan Xlngdom-Israe& Mix?d Armietiae Oo~isSlcm conoezalng border incident8 in 

oonneria u9tl: 

(a) a dispute over a etretoh of the Beereheba-Zlath road ln the Wadi Araba, 

(b) a eerloa of border inoidente whioh flared up during the period 
. . 

15 December 1950 to 15 February 1951. 

3. In view oP the number of meetlnge of the tts’ehemite Jordan I&&&&Ierael 

Mixed Arnrietlos Com&esion which were required &‘eolve the Wadi’Araba dispute, 
.* 

it le dealt with eeptxrately BB part I of thie report, 

I, Wad1 Arab% Borbr Incident 

1. on 22 November 1950, the Haohemlte Jordan Klnglom delegatlcm oomplalned to 

the Iiaehemlte Jordan ICingdom-Israel blixod Armletloe Commleeion that durinc 1950, 

a diverelon of the BeereheLcr-Zlath road had been conetructed by Ierael in the 

Wad1 Araba on Eaehramlte Jordan Kin@om territory. The complaint alleged that the 

diversion had been built two to eix hundred metre6 eaet of the old rocsd with more 

than four and one half kllometree on Bashemite Jordan Kin&om territory. On the 

came day the aomplalnt wae cormnunicated to the Israel delegation which asked for 

time to study it. 

2. On 30 November 1950, the Ierael deleetion requested an emer,;ency noetlnc of 

the Mlxed Armietice Commission, alleain8 that armoured cara of the Arab Legion 

had, on 29 November 1950, blocked the Beereheba-Elath road at Kllometre 78. The 

Irrrael delegation pointed out that although the Haehemlte Jordan Kingdom had 

eubmltted a complaint to the Mixed Armletice Comleeion allecing that the 

Beereheba-Elath road croseed ite territory at thio point, the BBohemite Jordan 

Kingdom had, without awaitinG a decision of the Mixed Armistice Commlselon, taken 

unllrateral aotion deeirged to prejudice the final aecleion. The fsrael dele@tlw, 

further asked that appropriate eteps be taken by the Chalrman to restore the 

etatue quo pendine a dociaion of the Mixed Armletlce Commission. The Haehemlte 

Jordan K.ln&om delelptlon rofueed to take part in the emergency meeting, re3ectN 

/any complaint 



any complaint on en action taken by the Hashemite Jordan Kzingdom Coverniuent in 
its owl tekr1tory. 

. . 
I 

3. Aleo on 30 Novh& i950, tie ltsrael delegation informed the Chai& of the 

Mixed ArnUtica Co~~~~ission verbaiy thatl if the Arab Legion did not with$raw from 

Kilometre 78 on the Beersheba-Elathroad by l"D&dmber 1950, fsraalwoul& fok$ a 
passage of thd,road. Howe!&, no such action was taken on 1 December 1950, 

4. On 1 Deoembsr 1950, the Rashemits Jordan King&n'&elegation requested that 

no action be t&en ori Its complaint of 22 November 1950, on the subject of the 
Deersheba-Elath road in the Wadi Arab& 

5. On 1 Deceiher 1950, 'the UnitedNatiensactikg Chief: of Staff of the kuce 1 

Supervision Crganisation'order&l a United Nations ob&rver to proceeh to Kilometro 
78 and to repork on any militaryadtivity in the disputed area which might lead . 

to a breach of the peace. @his observer Cs prevented from procee&g south &om 

Boershelk'for fou$ hours by Israel authorities in the area'on the ground thati the 

r&i was not safe for vehfcles which werenot escorted,,by armed force6,. Eventually '. 
an Xsraeiliaisonofficer accompunied‘the observer southwads. Be rep&x& the 
presen?e of Israel armoured cars..and~ infantry in the area ana .Arab Legion srmoured 
care patrolling east of Kilotitre 78. .'I$ the observerlb viewi'these &its were . .: ., 
not engaged in any activity which might Jndioate they were preparing for action. .' 
6. On 2 December 1950, the .&rael delegation handed to~the'chairman of the Mixed 

Armistice Commission a copy df the foll'cnsing lette~'which hai bee$.delivGed by 
the officer co+and.ing the Israel ool~ ss&rtTng a convoy to'Elath, to the 

officer oommanding the Arab Legion forces in the vicinity of Kilometre '(8 on the 
3.--a to Elath: 

, 

"This is.bo notify you that my column till ogen the road to Elath at exactly 
' 1800 hours, i.e. thirty minutes from now, My force,, including,artillery, 

mortars, armour and lnfantky, will not &en fire unless they‘are first 'fired 
upon. It should,,therefore, be quite clear to you that if you open f+e,..the 
reeponsibility for all consequences will rest squarely upon your shoulders, 
I am instructed to bring to your notice that your Governtnent~s complaint with 
regard to the stretch OF our road to Elath, which you have blookea, is now 
before the Mired Armistice Coam~issicm. ~MyCovernment will always'abiae by 
the decision of the Mixed Armistice comtuission~" 

7. On 3 December $950, the Israel delegation complained to'the Mixed Armistice. 

Commissicm that Arab l&&n for&shad that day firea on Israel traffic in the 

vicinity of Kilometre 78 on the Beersheba-Klath road.-~ 'Phe'complaint stated that 
"thie action followed the withdrawal of the Jor&en'complai,nt alleging that the 

/ stretch of 



stretcWof rodwere zio$ eltuatd'-ti XsrU3, imrltory; thus tiidattigthst this 

complaint; w&s without foundationi" The oomplaint 8100 pointed out that "this 1 

fla@t breaoh of' the'Axmi&ce tooli.plaoe lese than twenty-four hours after a 

mw.nSng (a copy of whi6h wi3e tranE+mitteb an'the;nlght of 2'December to the United 
Nations) had been heuded to the looal~~b ~Leiglcd~ conu&der statin$ that the 

Ierael COLON t0'BUih'w0uM p&~3ed~p3t~3fu;Sly'Ff um0;le6tt3a, an4 reiterating 
that the Isl'8el God?nment would be%ounb;:.&s alwsj's, by any dedslon that the 

Mixed Ai%ist$oe Cormuiss~~?night eventually take on the Hashemlte Jo%Ylan Kingdom 
claims (no-v with&%x+. i' . . 

8. On ?Ijetember 19jO; ln3-epw to a requelt 'f&m the United N&ions acting 

Chief of"Stiaff; !l?rutm Supervieion Or&niiatidn,'to the Chief of Staff, Xsrael 
Defence Forces; that S cesie-fire and t withdraw=1 of Ureel arm& forcee west of 
the old r&be. ti&red,-the foll;bwiir$ message tie reoeid: 

"a. 'Pighfdg Va8'etarted. by the Aziaa'I&gion; ti&n it op&ed:sfire on *our . 
foroeg. '!. '. .I ; /.,. : . , _, .: :_ , ,, ., % . I 

"b. ' If the hrab Leg$on .a0ea,.n0t. fire an pur troops 0~ tr‘aff$ our.troops 
wili not fire e;tthTr. 

"c. O& condos wk. ccnt&&'t~ gb tb &th'dy the new ro& untfl the Mixed 
Armietice Comm~ssim; tQ th,he baais of the report of an eiiquiry 

. I ecmp!leeic@ cent ouj?.by it, ~Ll,l decide gtherwiee. ;>.: : 

“4. Since ;we,Iqyg been notified that the,Eash&te Jordan .Kingd.cm has 
withdrawn Its oomplaint,~ola3.ming that the new road runs through its 
tarritbry, fhere‘is‘nti baGiS foi-fthe send'ing out of EUI enquiry 
oomm~eslon to deteW&lne,ln.uh~ae teqi$ory.the road lies. On the ot:ier 
hsnd, the y+3qAl?mif3ti+ie coxaiasicm fy en it6 appcla two complaints 
ctieerning violatitie of’ the Armistice Agreement by the Arab Legiti: 
i. Blocking of the r&l to Elath by the Arab Legion without awaiting 

d~scussian$f the $Bshemite Sordaq Illng@om complaint to the Mixed 
: Armiqtice Co~@sqicn, wh~ah,complaint they have meanwhile withdrawn. 

ii.' :* OpsnSng @'fire cui our~tr&fi& this moining. 

:e. i$ is the%?@& our opi$on that S;he ‘Pollc&& action should~be~~&ken: 
.,. : ii,.’ ’ The '&!ab k&al shoula be inew3a by yoti to ceasB ftrin@;' , 

I ' ; 3mm~biate~. 
.', c ii; "' The &&I Ar&st&e C?m&si& t&uld'beqnven+l im&ila&y by. 

"3: 
you to discyes our complain& ag&st the Arab Legion, . . 

if.&tor thi& 
. . .- 

the Hasdemite Jo& I&&o6 Government wishes to press 
.Zts cdd&int tIiat the &id' pa&& through its territo&-, the'M&ed 

- mnrlstice.Ooqrml~sicq! ey discuss twt compl#nt ana map decide on the 
despatch.of a joint enquiry conmiittee, We $@dinge ?f whioh will. bc 
acaepte&by'the-X&a& #v&n!&nt$~ as ,alreaQ stated;- In the meuntztne, 
of COWSB, ow convoya till continue to proceed to El&h as before, ~ 

/unless the 



unleso the Arab Lesion oontlnues f irlnc and is not inetruotod by you to 
etop f IrinG. Thon, both ,you and the Ibshomlte Jordan Klnrdom ’ 
Wvernment will deetrog’the maohlnery of the Mixed Armistice Commiseion, 
contrary to the deolsicar of the Seourity Council, and thereby endancer 
the peace." 

3. Later ti 3 Deoember 1950, the actlna Chief of Staff repueeted, throu 41 both 

dolemtlono, that ordere be issued by the,Chief a of Staff of Israel ant! the 

Hashemite ,Jordan lcin&om to effeot the f oQowlng: 

(a) Complete ceaee-fire at ‘9700 hours, looal time (I300 hours Greenwich 
moan-time); by all forces. 

(b$ Withdrawal of the Israel forces as far west as the ala road leadini’ 
from BeereheM to Elath ln the Wad1 Araba area, 

(c) Withdrawal of all Hashemite Jordan Kingdom forces to the east of grid 
line 167 In the Wad1 ‘Araba arua. 

(d) The with’ilrawal movement8 will start at 1700 hours, local timer 

It was further requested that an emergency meet&G of the Mixed Armistice . 

Colmnieeion be held on 4 December to discuss the incidents ti the Wad1 Araba area. 

10. At the emercency meotlnc of the Mixed Armlsticd Commleolon on 4 December 195q 

the Hashemite Jordan IClngdom dele@tion otated that the krab Is&on had withdrawn 

to the pooitlone suCcestod by the acting Chief of Staff cm 3 December 1950. The 

Israel delemtlon stated that Ierael had not in the pEIet maintained posts in the 

vicinity of the disputed area and did not intend to maintain troops there ;Ln the 

future. It reiterated ,Israel*s intention to abide by a Mixed Armietlce Commission 

decision with ro@rd to the dlsputod stretch of road, after smdlng out a mixed 

enquiry cotiie~lon. Ilowever, until a docielon was reached that the diVerBiozt of 

the rcztd &e within Hashemlte Jord,an Klndom territory, Israel would continue to 

UBO the road. ‘The Hashemite Jordan Kln&om dele:*tlon stressed that being a 

soverelm State, the Eashemite Jordan Kingdom was free td take any action it 

deemed necessary wlthln lto own territory. ‘Moreover, the Hashemlte Jordan 

Kingdom dele@tlon contended.that the road ehould not be used until the Mixed 

Armistice Commieelon had reached a decision on the location of thercad. The 

ilashemlte Jordan !i!ln,$om deleFtlon used that the location of the dlverslon 

coul’d only be oettled by a Joint survey team and suycested that this t3UlVey be 

conducted as soon es practlca3le. The Ierael dele,ptlon, however, would not asee 

to participate in euch a pro,ject until the Hashemite Jordan KlnCdoxn’s “unilateral 

action” ln cloclrc the road was condemned by the Mixed Armistice Commiesion BB a 

breach of the Caneral Armletlce A,gecmont. In view of the Irreconcilable poeltlors 

taken by ioth R%rtleq, the meeting was adjourned. /ll. On 5 



I?&6 

,.., : i. . 
Xl, cm 5 Yktynbek, thk Bashen& iorm ‘iiln&~.d?le@~icuS &@.8in6@ that Israel 

military patrols in ;leepe had trespassed into EashBmite Sordai Kingdom territory 
ut Ulcmetre 'I?, in the Wadi Araba. The Rashemite Jordan Kingdom delegation stated 

t&it this al&&l Israel a&ion was a contravention of artiole II, gara&aph 2'of 
the G&&&&&&e A@eement, "especially at a &m&t when United He.ticnb 

authoritiee are dealing with the case; and at a time i?hei the Rashemite Jordan 

Kin&dom in compliance with the suggestion of the.acttig Chief of Staff ceased 
fire and withdrew to the points indicated by him.' The complaint went onto say 
that'.not only had'ssrael armed forces failed $0 withdraw to the points indiO8t6d 
by tho.acting Chief,ti Staff; but had also advano& further inside Raehemite 

Jordan Kingdom territory. The oomplaint concludea that this latest Israel 
violation of the General Armistice Agreement might very welllmaoh the peaoe and 
lead to serious consequences, An emergency meeting was requested to discuss ,this 
.oomplaint. .:;" , '., 

12. Cm 6 December 1950, the .Mixed.Armistioe Commission met,in emergency session 
underthe ohair&u&ship of the United Nations Chief of Staff, General Riley, who, 

etreseed that one of the @sate& needs at the Pesent time w& the'willingness .of 
bothbtities to-utjtlize the maohinerp of the.Mixed Armistice Commission in eolving 
the problems that arose., He added-that direot contsct betweenthe'two Parties 

,.was available only through the Mixed Armiet$ce Commiesion; there were no other 
agencies at this $ime.through which- order‘could be qapain,$ained+ Re drew attention 
to the fact that on 1 December 195Q, the Rashemite Jordan .Kir@om delegation had 
asked the chairman of the Mired Armif&ice ~OlTDiEBiOri~to SUS~na action. on its 

earlier complaint regarding thsBeersheba-Elath road in the Wadi Aqba, &xnuoh 
as it had, on RY..November, taken.unilateral.action and established a-road-block on 
the hiBpzltea styetGh Of ma+. ,-The Chief c$' Staff p&tea out that in ask3,ng for '. 
the suspension of aotion,.th,e.Rashemite Jordan Kingdom had assumed prerogatives 
which-rightly lie&&aged to. the Mixed Arqistice Commiss~ouonce a oomldaint was 
submittea. Further> he d&d not think that any State had the right to take action, 
on it6 own, in a mutter which 00qa be diSCU8S.d in the MP&l Agnistice c0mm+d~ 
At the CC@-~Q&OQ of the pleeting, the Chief of Staff inf'ommd b@h d@qaticmp 
that he We-xi?: 'it'% a st&elxtnt coming fropl the (@vsernmepts that they .wou&d ab$de 
by the..&&.: il'.:;g .:.g.y;lement; He sugsested the immediate send$nS of a sqm$y:,t,eam 

.'_ to. the aispm:‘. c.:‘.eED ‘- I I, 

13.. On 8'bcqber, the United Natiws Chief of Staff of ihe Truce Supervisga ., 
, . /o@i@zati~gll. 



; :  

:  
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Organization called'& kergenoy meeting of. the Hashem3.4~ Jordan Kingdom-Israel 
Mtielk Armistice'~omm~&~& with a view to sattleing:the question at issuis“&xl to 

cons&r the'ic&Z3l~‘request for an emergezxy meeting on,their complaint of" ,' ,:. 
7 DecBmher. This complaint al&&that an attack by Hashsmite JordsnKingdom 
a&h fo&es had been made on an Israel army .jeep the '~eviou8 day at'Eilc?l&x " 

a'+. 
&! 'of! 

I '. 
thf~'He&'Qheba-NJ&h road. An Ierael officer was lcilled i.n.thie attack. 

The Israel delegation requestad'the Ch&& <the Chief of Staff) to'put the 
.:, ,. 

following motion~to a vote: .' " ._ ,: : 
:.,. ;, 

"!I& glacing of ro&blo&s'.&d the erection of notices threatening the 
opening of fire on vehicles attempting to use the stretch.ofroad between 
IMlbmefre&:@ ‘and 78"&f the road .to El&h, which,has been used by Israel 
traffic for somemoi&hs, on 29 November 1950,. by the Hashemlte Jordan. 
Kingdom, w&s a uixil&eraI a&&n, conttiry to.the terms *of the Security 
Council re&lution of 17 N6vember 19517; rind to the.terms of. article III; 
pagraph s*;of the. @xieral~Ar&i&ice I\:gree&nt and' a”vp$+~ thereof." 

* 
The Ha~h~lt~ J&dan'Kitigdom~ de&,$t&nLwithdrew d&g the voting and"returned " : ..\ 
after the ~otes.j& been reoordedc 'The Ierael &legation a& the (!hairinan voted 
in favour of the %&ion. The'U&ted Nations Chief of Staff&hen made the foUowi.rS 
statement: 

; 
:. 

..i>. ..,.., ' , : .: 
"There is no complaint before the Mixed Armistice Commission on the unil.ate& 
action also taken by Israel following the plaaing of roadiblocke by the 
Hashemite Jordan Kingdom on the Beersheba-@lath road. It ie.my firm beI.$ef 
that any such'action'taken by either Party $v oontrary to the General "'.': 
Armititice Aseement '&$i the.SecurityXouncil resolution of x7 November‘&iO.. 
I request both Fartie~ to reiterate their adherence to the GeneralArmistice 

.Agreement, and their i%5&on to uihp1d the, authority of the Mixed Armistice 
' Commission in the f~elds,~in which it has o.ompetenoe; I do not believe-that 

States whihh ~aqe,B~~~!t~e;.~e~l,4rm~~tice,iA~eement,should take arbitrary 
action on matters which thqy‘:had agreed previously were within th%ii!provinoe 
.of the Mixed'~sti.'-~.'Cb;;haie:sian,. Israel has complained that *he'Hashemite 

',Jordan Kingdom*armea foroes'op&ed-fire.on 3 December 1950.on.Israel armed' 
forces in the axea 0f~Kilometre 78. "33~ view of.the aiffioultieti involved ti' 
aeb&rtaining which forces opened fire first; the Chairman warns both',Xartiee 
against the :u& & f&e." , .; 

'. * ,__ , ..'C 
At the suggestion o~'the'dh&l+nan (the‘"&h&f of Staff), 'the Mixed Armistice 
Commi-ssbon aeciad ttisend'a mijxeb'survey te&m,. OoIG3i8tingofreI&?esentativee of.. . 
the Hashemite Jordan King&m,"Israel .ana the United Nations, to the Wadi Araba 

to ascertain whether-the t&&oh of new road 'near Kilometre, ,78 yas in Hashemite- : 
Jordan IU%@dom or I&ael‘eerritory.. 

:.' .'- 
The Shalrman further euggested that the Israel 

delegation request its Government to cease using the alversion road until the 
survey tam haa'oomplet~ its work. 

/a. on 14 



s/2048 * .‘; 
page 8 .‘.’ 

14.; On 14 and 15 December, 1950, .thq Baehemite Jordan.Kin&om&ra& Mixed : 
Arm3,eticeC~la#@n met to coneiaqr a number or queations'whYoh haa arid in '1 t' 
~onncxl~n wLth the .proble,m of qqtermining'whether the.d;$utett stretch of the 

Beershe~-Ebthh~a.lay.~~~aeh~ite:Jox~ K%n&?q @k$h Israel t?,$?$ory. The ,'. ( 
following resolution wae adop$ed with the.E&hem+ k?dan Ki$tlom &G:@ion ant, 

the Cfiairman in,famur, and the.Israel dele@tion qga+?t, The res@utfon renh:' 

"a; The Mixes Arkatice Conmdsion &eci&ee that:the. interpretation to be 
given to the l/2~0,000 map signed at Rhodes, ie tibat the demeqzation 
line in the disputed area followe the international bdunaaPj+ between 
Palest~e and Jord$U as aef,$ned.Ps: Order in C&JIK@:O~ $96 F,l?etine 

. ,., Governmant in 1922. ,, .,' ' '. ._ ,!. 
"'a'. 'The beat way to ascertain the whereabouts..of' ththi'old internkional 

: b&nd~ry between TransJdrdan t%$&Palestine.is to survey on the gro~3~1d t to find 6he lithe connedtkYgYthe lq~st'poikxts in'the Wadi Araba,, in 
acccr&hnce with what was meant tiy the. Order in.Coun$l of ,1922. 

.(, .* 
C. TO ~~"t~is,'̂ the'Mixed'Armiatice Cidi%3i~ &30 a&i&38 that it'ia beet 

I to.ube%h8'lergest sba3le'offi6ial map at&lable, which..is the:J&O,Q!30 
. .' scale mq for the area. The Mixed Arm$?tice t?,ommiseion further decides 

that thiEi i/lob,000 walk map should be:.u&cl by the stivey tdam in . aixdtaiiiing’on the ground the waot bourdary and the exact popltion of 
the stretch of read under dispute. 

.Upan the paosage of this resolution, the Israel delegatim made the following 
;.-- *, 

statement:..' i . . 
. y. . : i .I ..v.' .. _ 

. . I 
-pWe ckinot bri$ 6xprcGs ok?? deep r&r& at the decision which & Mix& 
ArmiSttie C&nmiSsion has taken; the Mixed Ardstice Commiesion, we submit, 

- h&s takeq k ille@l recision. It has gone outside its scope and outside 
. ita authotity In'a&uming that the krmrstice lines #x.&t as signed on the 

-.. Annistf&'mape, buti'that the% were actual& mqant to'run somewhere ek3, and 
+ therefore.*shouXa be.coneiderea as running where they ahould have ruq rather 

‘than where.thay'rSctually do kun. The-Mixed Armls.tice Commission has 
the Ar~.&sMce' Agre&nent withcut the ccnuqt cf tlx sQr.t=,t*riee .to.tha 

changed 

Arnictide-k@eemerit;, and in ttie face of the -opposition of:..~~~e of.them, There 
" is no dotibtlin our miRd6, therefore,. that le@ly this b~cision is invalia." 

5: : ;"'. ‘a'$ "_ 
t wm aeci 8 $hatl& mixed sumiy team tiouid'protx+3d 40 $jie,~a&&d.~rfj~: 

15. On 25 January 1951, the Nixes Armistioe Commideian m&f= fkther.:. .',. 
consideration bf'th@ quef&ion& which had arisen-in.conn&tlon wi$h.!the problems 
f&B&--by the:mixd survey :$am:in carrying, out fully the tar= of. the resolution 
do@Zea at the me‘et%ng of the Mtied, &mietica Commioeion orI.i? December l&& 
The 'regular Ciisi-rman pr&iaea. Tha:Unitecl Nat+ns Chief. of Stak of the ?!ruce 
Su~vi~i&-OP&i%~tibn who ~8s abd present, ti&e the follow@g +ate,meS11;: 

: 
; ;..': 'i _. :: '. / II 

* ,, ; 
: ' /1(At no time I' 

_. .*. ..I. . . . 



"At no time &n.thd Mb&d ArmLstide Comm$xxion involve Ik+iP' in the location 
or c~rrectfonof the In~ernatioaia~ boundary, fo@ the simple.reason it would 
1~ an amcnbment to.the Armistice A@?eement which must, qf necessity, be 
n,sys~:d to by. both Fartees. The Mixes Armj.stiioe Connalseian~waa in 9rror when 
it aeoided, in prqgaph 3 of its resolution of 15 Decembq i950, to uee the 
l/lOO,CCO scale map as the basis on’whioh an i@errJational,~oun&ary ie ,to be 
locatea. This is'outside the termij of', the Armisfit$ A@e6mezt. 311.6 Ii./ d 
map ana an aerial photograph can be-used, but whei'the c&putatiGrs &'E 
completed, the,Mixea ArmistiFe !+nmlee+n rpus$ limit itself to the 1{2TO,OOO 
map, which is the 6nly offiota& map,for the are+ in.question, until such time 
as the Parties themselves agree to use a larger scale map." 

The CFief of Staff requested the dele@ions,to.qubmit to their Governmonts.the- s 
following propos~l.fqr~th~ir approval: , ,. : 

"Based on the fin&in&s of the joint survey team sent to the area between 
Kilometre 75 ana Kilometre 78 on the Beersheba-Elath rcaa, ,in the Wad.i Araba 
to determine whether a dlspute~:str&ch of the road ulas'in Eaahemite Joram 

~.Kingbm territory, ' 

a. The M+xe. Armistice &umissi&decia?s &at.a.stretch of' the rosa 
between Wl '...;. ha i43,. . . . . . is in Jcraen territory, and 

b. The Mix& Armistice Commission decides to rcena-a:jofn~,eurvey team to 
continue thedemarcation on the ground of the reminder'of the line in 
the dispute& area." 

The Chief of' S&f suggested t,hat the f~U,&&$'c~o~rcl~na~& on the 1/250,000 

map be.us& in connexion with his propo&& iolutipn: 
,I :. .: . 1~5292 : p5ti.700, “'1 ,, ..: 

165.562 - 953.‘250 ., 

16. Cn 6 Febr&ry 1951, at the'meeti&'bfl&e Mjxea Armistice Commission,: both 
. 

delegations: stated thk views.of their Go~~e~ts"iith'reape~~ tp the solution 

of the Wadi A&&a dispute proposed by the.ktea-,N@&c& Ch$ef of.Staff. The 
3ashemitetigordan ICiq$iom @$egation proposed.the following rf3BOhItiCEI: 

. 

"The tiikea'Armistice Commission decides that the stretch of the'Beersheba- 
Elakd raaiS in the Waai Araba betw&en MR. 164,351 - 957,21l. and 
MR. 165.456 i '$52.800 (4.7 kilometres in length with a penekt?ation of 500 
metres) is in Jordan territory, and therefore Israel traffic should cease- 
using it as from'.3JoCO hms on Friday, 9 &brua;ry 1951." ': ,:,, 

The Hashemitd ~p??lan I~~om.aeleQation,aaaea t&k if ,tha Mixed .hiatice 

Commlasion aId not adopt this resolution, it would advise its Gove&&t to refer 
the whole matter to the Security Council. 'The kxckel'aelegatio~ tioposed the . ,, 
fO~OWk&g rVolution, adding $hat it I&B basicaliy the' &une as the soiuti& 

Proposed by the Chief of staff: 
.., .,.I i . _ 

. : /1a, Because 



, .Ll CL, t Befflude of the. fa& that the bordor between Iorael and TranoJordan ie 
undgnarcatoa in the area under dleputo; aird the emallneoe of the acala 

, or thn official 1/2’jO,OOO map io euch ae: to ‘&lx any .poaitive oonolu~ion 
difficult, if not, impoeeibl?, both FWtlee 8@og that until 8 final 
oottlement of the border between them in this Brea, the etretch.oP the 
disputed rdad’botween.&U7, 165.292 - 9’,4.700 and !@. 165.552 - 353.2f)O 
will be ooneidored to lie In Baehomite Jordan Kin~om torritoq, t!-,o 
rest df it lying: in Ierael territory, .’ 

!b, The Chairman su&ots that the two mrtiee’carry out a Joint survey 
to denlarcate on the rround the e&act boundary line between the Gulf of 

.&..a% a~-$ the Ijeap S88,” 

The Ha&mite Jordan Kinflom delo@titJn rejcctea the Ierael propoaal, whereupon 

the Chairmen read the followin(; proponale from the Chief of St@f addreesod to, 
I 

the ~~x&rnan: , , I 

?he lfrablllty of both delo,~tlone to the Uauhemito Jorde)n Kingdom~ferael 
Mixed Armiotice Commieelon to find a mutually acceptable eolution to the Wad1 
Araba dispute,. and ‘the fact that bPth Fartieo have been unable ‘to. accept ‘the 
draft of the Chief of Staff preaentod at *the Miked Armistice C6nnnioeion 
meeting, of 25 January 1351, conoknln,: this dlepute, leave6 only one 
alternative’ fop the satiefactory oettlemont of thle problem. I thereford 
euC(=est th8t both dele@tee udoyt tho followia(Z meaeuroe: 

“a. 

“b, 

*0. 

nd. 

l&clde to.reecl.nd the reoolution adopted at the Mixed Armistice 
Commission meetin!: of 15 DscsmLor 1950, which .lnvolvod the Mixed 
Armietico Co~~~ioeion In a’decieion requiring the determination on the 
pound of the oxact location of tho intoznational boundary betweon 
Pale&ix and Trans Jordan as hof ined by’ the Order in Council of the 
Paleatlne Covornmont in 1922. , 

Dgcido to diepatch a mixed survey team Immediately to the area under ’ 
dispute. Thle toam will determine the demarcation line on the gound, 
with the underetandinc that’ tho demarcation line follow9 the line of 
croeeeo which reFeeents,cn the map tho mn6ral location of the old 
undeimrcatod boun&xry between TrenDJordan and Paleotine, 

Based on the findin,zo of the mixed SUWC~ team, both PRrtlee decide ta 
acknowlod~c that portion ‘of the road eltuated eaot of the delnercatlon 
line ae being; In Eashernjte Jordan Kingdom-controlled territory, and 
that portion of the road situated to the weet .of the domarcatlon line 
as being in Israel-controlled terr’ltoPy. 

U&se the Parti’ee mutually decide to conduct the eurvey with a map 
other tisn the, official map of a ecale of l/2,0,000, thlo official map 
will b9 uoed by the ourvey tonrn to locate tho demarcation line or. the 
@ound .‘I 

The Haohemite Jordan F*,dom deleptlon aleo rejected thle propooal, but the 

Ierael delemtion VBB $repared to accept It. Before ad,journlnc the meeting, the 
Chd?m%n mrde the f ol..lowln(; statement: 

/“I wish to 
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'9 wish to ~a11 the attention of botjh delegations to the roeolution of 'the 
security COU~C~~“O~ l!'7"jiovember1950j.whi~h reminded Ierael and the Hashemite 
Jordan Kinglom that the Armistioe Agreement,to which they are tities 
contemplates tthe.return of per.~nent.,.~ace,In,~;estlnst, and therefore 
urges.them to take all such steps as will lead to the settlement Of the 
issue8 between them. . 

"I further wish to'remind both Parties of the eolenm obligation which they 
undertook in signing the Armistice Agreement which both Fsrtiea accepted as ,,. 
an indis]?ensable step toward the restoration of peace in Pale8tine. t 
Therefore neither Party can take unilateral action,'as contemplated by the 
Hashemite Jordan Kingdom dele$ati.on." / ." .' ;.'.. 

At this point of the proceedine, the Kaahemlte Jordan Kingdom,dele~ation denied 
that its Government intended taking unilateral action.. It,,was not clear to the 

Chairman whether the Haehemite Jordan Kingdom delegationts statements, ret-arding 
reference of the dispute to the.E$curity.Counqil and its Insistence ,on.a'decieion .; 
on the Wadi Araba diepute before any.,other major matters were,,tapn up by ,the. 
Mixed Armistice Commlssi.g~, meant that the Hashem&e,Jordan K$ngdom:do&e@tio~+ 
would not attend future meetings of the Mixed Arm&stioe Commission. ,... In pe<ply to 

a question put by the Chaignan, &he HaphomiteJor@n KGngdom delegation clari&Led 
its stand by stating that it .would attend future moetb$ngs of the wed Arn&tbce 
Cammission~- There~pcm.the:+airman announqed that he would delete the last 
sentence of his stateme@+.-. . . 
174 On l&Fepruary 195l-j the Mixes A%miatice Commiseii~ adopted Fimously %he 
following resolution: . _. " . -, > 

"Taking into 'consideration the d:ifficultles inv&ved at~the present time %n 
determiniq on the ground the exact location & the,int.ernat@.al bpuUbqy 
between F+estine and Trans~ordan, as'teftiiied by'the Or&er in Counc~~l Of the 

' Palestine Government in 1922, the Eaehemite ,Jor&n Kin~.!.om.Ierael~Mtie.d 
Armistice CommSssion decides that, in accordance wLtp I;& o~??icial Armi&tice 
map: 

: 

'a. The stretch of bhe road & the.Wadi Araba betwe& KR, l$YG23;2 - 954.30 
and NE. 165.562 - 953.250 %a to be.-consideriid as ‘beIn in Jordan- 
.con~ol~ed,te~~t?ry.. 

:'b....The remainder of .the road, between Kilometre 74 sx~d Kilometre 78, es to 

be con?i?tered as being In Iekael&nt:r~lZe~f i..s.d-;:;ty: :.z being 
reco#.zsd that these two decisions shell :I!)% in fiiy 'cry ?qejud&~~ the 
.righta P @az!!a + pyGtJun8 .of e:ther Far:y in an ultimate peace 
settlum?nt between them. 

"C. . . farael,Straffic shall cease to use that portion 'of 'the Wa&i .&&a road 
Beolared to.be .in~3ord&%+eontrolled territory'from 1200 hours on 

5. . 25 Februar&.~l!351.'~ : : 
18. Qn 25 February 1951, Israel trefflc ceased to use that gamut of the road 
declecred to. be .+;Kashem&te ._ Jordan K&~&om-c:ontr: 

;' ., _‘_ 
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(n) 12 February: $&&, Haahemite Jordan Kin@om complaint:. Isr=l b-d 

forces attacked the village of Deir Ballqt,ia the Tulkarm :"a0 : 
(0) 13 February 1951, Hashemite Jc&ag Kin@o~ oomplain&.. .Isr@l o..rmefi . 
forces attackea the qllage of Was. In the Latrun We@.; .<, 
(p) 13 February 1~1,,Ierael complaint: An Arab anned force openad fire 

on the Talpiot, x%$@e camp in the Jerusalem area% 

3. An emergency meeting of the Commission on 12 February 1951was called. to 
aealnith these compla,&ts allqging border inci&enta end en&d in,a. deadlock 
with the delegationa disagreeing a0 to the ordar in whioh the complaints were to 
be considered. 3%~ Ha~he~~ite J0rdan mn&aom a0iegiti0n mi43tea that priority 

ihould be @en to its complaint of 7 February 1951, in which it-Eilleced that an 
Isreel armed band l&$ blown up two hctgees in the Hashemite Jordan &@orn villa@ 
of Sharafit ti the'Jeillsalem.area,' kUlin&tenArabs and woundi~ eight. The 

Ierael 4elegatloq however, took the viev that the complaints, regardi% which 
emergency meetinge had been requested, should be dealt with in chronological 

order, 
._ 

4. On 14 Febru&q 1951, following several informal discussions, the Hashemite 
Jordan Kingdom-Israel Mixed Axntistice Conrmi~siba adopted th&following decisi6n 
unEnimously: 

"a. The Haehemite Jordan Kingdom-Israel Mixed Armistice Commission condemn3 
the wanton killing and murder,that haye taken place in the pa& Yew 
tieeks in the border areae, a& deplorea the incidents which have 

'_ $c~ntly~taken a tw for woyse. 
"b. Tde Mixed An&dice Commission draws~attention to the im$&ative need 

of preventing a mcurmnce of such acts which have led to complaints 
' Z'efeZTing to the killing of mocent people, the blowing up-of homes, 

'.. murder and rape; 
"G . In view of,the fact that hQh-ranking officers, representtig tht$ 
.'. : GoVernmentS-of,the,.Has~?~t0 Jordan Kingaom an$ Isr+&~will%eet 
. :g@titiQ. to ~~spusa steps to be ta&n to p~vqnt,~ti.future:.aU such 

incident's, +he Mixed Armistice Commission aec;dea th&.tfqe'above- 
Wntioned complaints be considered as having been acted upon." 

5. 
( 

As a resti~'~f the above decision, the delegations; on 15 a1&.16~February 
1951, Ft a& d&ided to st?ike off from the Mi&d Am&&ice ~c@&x&n~s agenda 
100 additional complaints Q&h had been o,n the VeGa for 8011~3 t&a (fifty-two 

from Hashemite ~orflan Kingdom and forty-e&t f&m Iyael) .’ Sevenisy-aeven 
CODpbintS Still remain on the a&n&a of the Mixed Armistice Comnx&sio& These 

’ ~ _ /involve 
‘,k 



inv01ve ten alleged expuUicns:'of Arabs from Israel is&Ltory, four-alleksd 
occupations of houses inho-man%4and (three Hashemits Jordan Kin&m comPlabtJ 

and 0ne'ISrael 'coinplairit),.~.'f~rty;;th"ea'.compl~ints alleging theft and 

marauding (thirteen Hashemite Jo&&n Kingdom complaints and thirty Israel 
complaints). .The forty-three items~~ferr3ngta theft and marauding will be 
considered for pcssible cancellation at a later sub-ccmmittee meet%n&. In 
addition, there,ati twenty ccmplaints allegln@; shootings and armed raids.which 
both delegations have decided to retain: on.the agenda.! The 'Hashetita Jordan 

Kingdom and Israel delegations to the Mixed Armlst3ce Commission have aCreed that; 
"a. The striking out of these complaints from,the Hashemite Jordan KiW!lom- 

Israel. Mixs~,~r;?,i'.pf~~~~.~~~ti~iO~!5 agenaa ql M ?cgy iQgiel3 t!lat the 

mqective Ps#3& &u-&d noi; camp de C*:F ~~5~~;iger*i0323 t&f c0333ia0l 

desirable, passing the resLta of such inv.~sti&t~ons td~the~ other 
Party, if they wish,. for the Latter to take any action it thinks fit. 

."b. Both Parties reserve their rights on all guestions of compsnsation,.as 
this matter is outside the scope of the Mixed Armistice Conxii~ssion. 

"C : The Mixed Armistice Commi&lori tiqueats both Governments to issue 
strict orders forbidding the violation by one Party of tne air space 

.6. . 
of pa other." . . I: : . . 

On 14 Februaw 1951, the Hashemite Jordan Kin-*cm-Israel Mixed Armistice: 
Comnisaion also made the following unanmus decisiti,- on the question of the 
power6 of the Chairman: 

"a. 

"b. 

nc. 

. 

“*a: 

The Hashemite Jordan Kingdom-Israel Mixed ArmistXce GOmmiSSiOn decides 
that the ChaZrman of.the Cbtission shall, as frcm b February 1951, 
have the sole right to deoiae whether a fu&re complatit lod&ed by 
either party calls for an emrgency mee+g.or not. - 

In case a complaint is adjudged by tlae Chairinsnas not being of an 
emergency nature, it will take Its normal plaae on the~agenda of the 
Mixea Armistice CommUsion. :, 

'If the ChaQmu3n accepts a complaint a6 necessitati& an emergency 
lDeet@g 3M w&l1 Ca~.a~~etiog bf.?&3l&M.im& A'rmistPce~ Commission-within 
twenty~fourhours of the:me,sion of &,.officialcdmpIalnt to h2m 
atta~.8t which wilXbe comp&sorg. ,,. 
In case more tk;an one en&gency'dompla&t is accepted by the Chairman 
at the SE%IB .timei he.%ill have the'right to decide tih&ch of the . 
ComplaZnts Is to be discussed %irst, provided all such complaints are 
di~cu&ed within twenty-four hours of their'receipt." 

7. 
. . . . . 

On 15 February '1951, the deputy Chiefs of‘s&&' df! the Hashemits Jordan 
Kingdom and Israel met in'Jerusalem'and explo?.%d"the possibil&ies,of establishirq; 

. . 1 ." .n '.. 

/effective 



effective oommunioations between loo& &&knders of both parties in the border 
-as to ensure the prompt interchange of inforolation concerning marauders. 

They pledged mutual co-operation in the appz%&t3naion of such maraudere. 

8. As a result of this meting, local commanders of the Hashemite Jordan 
Kingdom and Israel attended a Mixed Armistice Commission meeting on 27 February, 

at which it was decided to establish communioations by telephone, by 5 March 1951 
betueen local commanders at Jeain and Afula, Tulkarm, Latrun, Beit Jibrin, and 
Dhahariya-Reersheba. It was further decided that looal commanders would meet 
on the armistice lines to settle minor incidents summarily; liaison officers 
on both sides would inform each other imeai$H.y on any incidents that occur; 

all animals from one side which had strayed or been taken to the other side 
would bs returned imsdiately; animals may not be confiscated to eatisfy 
previous claims that have not been settled. 

9. The Hashemite Jordan Kingdom-Israel Mixes Armistice Commission tentatively 
planned for senior officers of both Parties to meet again in April to review the 
ar~ements made for keeping the peace in the border areas and to m&e new plans 
uhsmver it is found necessary. 

W. E. Riley, 
Major General, U.S. Marine Corps, 

United Nations Chief of Staff of the 
Truce Supervision Organization. 

Jerusalem, 12 March 1951. 
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