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NOTE DATED 15 OCTOBER 1951 FROM THE REPHESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES
ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY -GENERAL TRANSMITTING THE TWENTY -SEVENTH
REPORT OF TBE UNITED NATIONS COMMAND OFERATIONS IN KOREA
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE SECURITY COUNCIL KESOLUTION

OF 7 JULY 1950 (5/1588)

The Reprosentative of the United States to the United Nations presents his

compliments to the Secretary-Gemeral of the United Nations and has the honor

to refer to Paragraph 6 of the Resolution of the SBecurity Council of July 7,

1950, requeeting the United States to provide the Security Council with reports,

as appropriate, on the course of action taken under the United Nations Commend,

In compliance with this Resolution, there is enclosed herewith, for

circulation to the mombers of the Security Council, the Tventy-seventh Report

of the United Nations Command Operations in Korea for the period August 1

through 15, 1951, inclusive,
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27th REPORT OF THE UNITED NATIONS COMMAND OFERATIONS IIf KOREA
FOR THE FERIOD 1 - 15 AUGLET 1951

I herewith submit report nunber 27 of the United Nations Command Operations
in Koree for the period 1l « 15 huguat, moluaive. . United Nations Command
Cormuniques numbere 962-976, inciweive, provide detailed accounts of these
operations.

It e with oxtreme regret that I report there hes been no progress in the
ermistice negotiations during the period. Item Number two of the agends, "Fixing
of military demarcation line between both sides so as to establish a demilitarized
zope 83 & basic coniition for the cossaljon of hostilities in Korea", has remained
under diec.;esion without any suggestion that the Comrunist delegates will depart
from their arbitrery insistence upon the 36th Parallel as the sole line of
demarcation which they would consider. The enerny ‘s delegatas have refused to
didcuss. in Get21l the United Nations Command proposals relating to this item and
have even rejocted the United Nations Command recommsndation that other items on
the egenda be explored in the mtarost of producing some progresa in the
conference.,

The Chinese end North Korean nmsgotiators have made repeated vehement
statements in support of a military line of demarcation on.the 38th Parallel.
Furtbermore, the argumente of General Hem Il give rise to the belief that the
Chiinese and North Korean Communists have underteaken the megotiatioms only to give
needed respite to their defeated fcrces and to provide one more outlet for their
propegande, In the twenty-five sessions to date, there has unfortunately been
little evidence which indicates the enemy has honest intentions of arriving at
honorable terms of an armistics, »

The Communist negotiators remain adamant in opposition to the position teken
by the United llations Comnend Delegation on item 2 of the agenda, The United
Nations Cormand position is that the zone of neutrality end the lipe of
demarcation between the opposing forces during the armistice period must be
premise upon militery realities, the most significant of which are the geographiccl
location of the present front linecs and the mecessity of retaining defensible }
terrein., The United Nations Compand has continued to reiterate its refusal to
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abanlon the strong defensive position it has won by throwing back the agresaors.
Incidents attendant upon the negotiations prove the validity of the concern
felt at degendence upon the words or gusrantees of the Communist leaders. On
b August epproximately one company of Commuist infantry armed with gremades,
mortars end machine guns in addition to small arms, traversed the neutral zone,
paesing not over one hundred yards from the conference bouse. Subsequent to my
protest and suspension of mogotiations pending receipt of satisfactory
explanation, this action ves admitted by Kim Il Sung and Peng Teh Buai to be in
viclation of their solemn pledge and assurances of 1k July, dbut the whole matter
vas passed off by them as "minor" and "trivial", This indifference to the
violation of their guarantee displayed by the Nort}: Korean and Chinese Communist
leaders commende to the United Nations Commend great prudence in the grave
enterprise of insuring that the minimum required security arrangements for the ._
Republic of Korea and United Nations Forces precede a cessation of hostilities,
The above incident was followed by completely unsupported counter chargos
tbat the United Nations Command was guilty of viclations of the neutrality
agreements. On 9 August, General Nem Il, through his Liaison Officer, claimed
that the United Nations Commend had violated its guarantees by attacking a
Comunist vehicle plainly marked with white cloth and carrying e vhite flag. The
sole guarantee ever given by United Nations Command Liaison Officers with regard
to aircraft refraining from the attack of the Communist delegations' vehicles was
contingent upon their being properly marked and upon prior notificetion being given
of the time and route of their movement., The latter specification bad not been
complied with and United Nations aircraft did machine gun the truck., The United
Nations Command cannot accept tbe risk of its forces entailed in refreining from
attacks on any vehicles observed in rear of the battle zopme except those reported
by the Communist delegation as being in the service of the delegation, On
14 August, the Communists compleined of a like incident, They have been informed
again that the United Nations Command provides no immunity for vehicles unless the
tizme and route of movement have been communicated to the United Nations Commend,
Another charge, trumped up by the Communists, was levelled at United Nations
ground forces, They alleged that a United Nations contingent on seven August
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fired into tho town of Pan Mun Jom on the eastern edge of the nmeutral zone from
a poaition two hundred meters away, A thorough investigetion made at the
direction of Goneral Van Fleet proves this to have been pure fabrication, an
imposeibility in consideration of the relative loeation of forceo on thet
partiowlar day,

As n result of the Communist violation, the sessions were suspended from
5 August until 10 August; sessions were held om all other deys of the period.
There is unfortunntely little ground for optimiom at this time, that satisfactory
agreements vwill derive from the Keewong meetinge. However, it is the intention
of the United Natiops Cormmand Delegation to continue to work for Just and
honoradble terms which are based upon the present military situation and which will
provide for adequate guarantees egeinst a renewal of Communist egiression in
Korea.,

The front wves only moderately active throughout the period. The enemy
stiffened his counter reconnaissunce screen and undertook extemsive small patrol
reconnaissunce of United Nations positions. On the central and eastern fronts
from Kumlwa to Pohang, be conformed to his previous pattern of firm resistance to
all United Netions esdvences; and in the twenty-mile sector of the vestern frrnt
from Tuilchang to Pengye, he has increased noticeably the vigor of his reactions,
On the extreme vwestern frnnt, in the Korangpo-Changdan sector, be resisted all
United Nations petrols operating more than three thousand yerds in adwance of the
wain United Nations line,

Increased strength in hostile artillery and mertars 1s in evidence along the
entire front, except on the extreme flanks, and in several instances the eremy
hes delivered relatively beavy conceatrations of medium caliber artillery fire,
The volume of fire suggests that he has succeeded in accumulating considerable
atockes of ammunition in forvard arees,

Both ground operations and air reconnaissance were hampered by poor visability
and heavy rains., Despite swollen streams, United Nations pagrols maintained steady
pressure on enemy positions. The most intense fighting of the period took place
three miles to the south end southeast of Changjong on the eastern front where
United Natlons Forces overcams bitter resistence to seize high ground to their
irmediate front and successfully repuleed numerous sharp counterattacks by forces
up to battalion strength. Attempts to advance into Otan Amhyon, Chuktong, Hoegok,
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und Pla scctors ountinued to encounter resolute opposition.

Front lines remained generally unchapged except on e twelve.mile front in
the vicinity of Chungdnng where United Nations patrols comtrolled ground about
five miles in front of the United Nations main forces. At the close of the
period, the lino of contact rean generally northeast from Changdan to Chorwon,
eaptward to Pla, thence northeast to tho vieinity of Pohang.

Hostile guerrilla forces operating in the United Nations reer areae have
maintained a limited potential for harassing action even though exposed to
relatively heavy attrition by United Nations security forces, Guerrilla
activities, hovever, have been almoast entirely confined to foraging and defense.

As in jxevious periods, the emonmy hes taken full advantage of the respite
from major coubat operations, Hie stoocke of military supplies in forward areas
have been increased significantly in the past two veeks under the cover ~f bad
veather and poor visibility. Eimultensously, be has filled and dridged many nf
the anti-tank ditches which he had earlier installed on the wvestern and central
fronts. Thore is considereble evidence of increased tank and vehicle ectivity
in forward areag. Prisoners of war continue to report plams for a "sixth phase
offensive," Amid groving indications that the enemy has the means to resume the
offensive, it must be presumed be will 4o so if that euits his purpose.

UN Navel Forces conducted constant petrol and reconnaissance operaticns
which continued to deny to the enemy the waters surrounding Korea and to
safeguard the movement of United Netions shipping in those vaters,

Flying conditions were generally poor over Koree during much of this perird
due to the prevalence of low flying clouds. Despite these unfavorable ccnditions,
United Natlions carrier-babed and Marine land-based airmcraft flew substantial
numbers of effective sorties in close air support of United Nations Ground Forces
and in interdiction of enemy lines of communication,

United Nations surface units continued a daily program of interdictirn by
Neval gunfire egainst encmy rasilroads, highweys, supply and troop concentrations
and moving transport, On the east coast, these operations were concentrated in
the Wonsan, SongJjin and Chongjin areas,

On the west coast, the Han and Taedong River estuaries apd the HoeJu areas
received primery attentinn, Gcod results were achieved in these operatioms.
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Active and effective naval gunfire support of Up‘ted Nations Ground Forces
vas furnished by United Nations cruisers and destro;.i. along the east coast of
Lorea, ‘

Check minesweeping operdtions continued on both coeste of Koresa, particularl;
in the Wonsen area. The usual number of drifting mines wexe sighted and
destrnyed by United Nations Forces duri._ the period of this report.

The pover of the Far East Air Forces land.based planes was concentrated oo
the iisruption of enety main Bupply routes as the relatively ptatic ground
situation lessened the demand for close air support sorties. Gensrally poor flyin
vweather over Korea, however, requi'md a considersble proportion of the missions
to te flown through clouds and rain.

B-29 medium bombers attacked more than & dogen marshalling yards in additinn
to ensmy supply dumps, troop comcentrations and sirfields. Anti-aircraft fire
vas frequently experienced, snme demage resulting; dbut no enemy aircraft were
encountered. '

Fighters and fighter-bombers, both Jet and propeller types, flew larger
formations end deeper into enemy territory. to bomb out lengthy sections of railron’
track and to hit bridges and other supply route fargets; Maw porties vere flown
against anti-aircreft gun positions on flak noutralization strikes to pave the
vay for bomber attacks. Fightor and Fighter-bombers, mcludihg the South African
Alr Force mustan;s, furnisbed rejuested close air support of United Netions
CGround Forces undertaking limited offensive operations.

B-26 1ight bombers and shoresbased United States Marine Corps aircraft,
attack‘ng flore-illuminated targets, destroyed or dameged more tham 1,000 Communist
vehicles as the heavy southvard flow of enemy eupply trucks continued. Enemy
airfiolds were hit almost nightly end kept inoperable by B-26's. No effective
threat hag developed from North Korean airfields.

Royal Australien Air Force pilots in British-made metebr Jet fighters Joined
the United States F-86's in escort and fighter eweep missions deep into Northwest
Korea, Enemy aircraft were sighted but they generally declined to fight. On
9 August enemy MiG's Jumped F-80's on a bridge-bombing run but no damage wes
suffered by either side. Later that day, a iecomaiseance F-80 was slightly
damaged by four MIGs. ' ‘
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A flood swollen Korean rivexr set the stege for the largest air reascus of
the war when ninety-five United Nations troops threatened with drrwning vere
evacuated by USAF helicopters. The last sixteen troops were hauled aboerd by
"hoist lines," The United Nations Command negntiators continue to depend upon
the helicopters for trensportation to Keesong from their base camp.

Cargo aircraft, including the Royal Hollenic and Royal Theilend transporis,
airlifted more than 6,500 tons of militery supplies and equiyment from Jepan to
Koree and air dropped some 130 tons to advanced friendly forces whose ground
resupply had been Jeopardized by flood vaters. More than 14,000 soldiers and
airmen of all participating nations were flown between Japan and Korea in
furtherance of the rest and recuperation progrum.

In an attempt to minimize the haym to North Korean civilians, a series of
leaflets were dropped over enemy territory pointing mrut the various types of
military targets that the North Korean and Communist Chinese have established in
population centers and varning them to remain as far avey from thses attacke as
possidle.

A large proportion of the enemy prisoners nf war detained dy the United
Nations huve been transferred from the Pusan area to the islond of Joje (Koje-Do).
The enemy prisoners of war population of KojJe-Do as of midnight, 8 August 1951,
was 14,600 end tho poyulation et prisomer of war eacloLure No. 1 et Pusan was
16,168,

United Nations Commend leaflets, loudspeaker and radio breadcasts are making
the widest possible dissemination of pmews reports on the discussirn of substantive
items at the Kzesong armistice megotiations. These medir have made it clear that
the scope of the Kaesong conferences is solely militery and that political
questions cennot be considered at this time. Radio broadcests for front line
troops, and additional leaflets air dropped far to the north of the ground
battle 1line, huve explained, to soldier and civilian alike, the United Natirns
Commmand proposal for an armistice based upon the actual military situation, They
have exposed thLe Communist attempt to revive the militarily irrevelant 38th
Parallel as a demarcation line,



