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- LITTER DATED 25 SEPTEMBER 1951 FROM THE CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE TRUCE SUPERVISION
ORGANIZATION IN PALESTINE ADDREYSED TO THE SECRETARY-GENFRAL TRANSMITTING THE
TEXT OF A LETTER FROM THE SYRIAN MINISTER OF NATIONAL DEFENCE

I have the honour to communicate to you a copy of a letter
from the Syrian Minister of National Dcfence which I received on
. 23 September, after I had forwarded to you my report on the participation
of fiyrian aruy personnel in the fighting in thn Tel 01 Mutilla area
“at the beginning of May 1951 (8/2359).
The Uyrian Minister of National Dufence has requested me
to transmit his letter to you in order that it should be communicated
to the SBecurity Council,

(8igned) W.E. Riley

Lieut. Gencral, USMC(Retd.’
Chief of Staff
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Letter datel 22 Beptember 1951 from the Syrian Minister of National Defence to
the Ch uf of Staff of the Truce Supervision Organization

Damascus, 22 September 1951

In reply to your letter of 10 September 1951, I have the honour to
.cétmunicate to you my views on the lsresl complaint to the Security Council of
25 August 1951, concerning the ‘incidents at Tel el Mutilla, '

In accordance with orders and instructions given and frequently
reiterated since the signing of the Armistice Agreement, the Syrian Army
obgerved absolute neutrality and nonsbdelligerence during the incidents which
recently occurred in the demilitarized zone. The Syrian outposts, which were
exposed on mnny occasions to fire from the automatic weapons and mortare of the
Israel Army and to bombing and wachine gun fire from Isrsel aireraft, showed
remarkable discipline in the circumstances by obeying to the letter the orders
of the Syrian High Command; not a single shot from an individual or collective
weapon was fired in retaliation agalnst the flagrant aggression laurched by
the Israelis against the Syrian defence lines and the demilitarized zone.

The same sober, patient and courageous attitude was maintained during
the Jewish attacke against Tel el Mutilla and Syriun territory.

The reports of the United Nations observers should be the only official
docuﬁ;ﬁyb teken into account in any disputes which have arisen or which may
arise in future between the two parties. Their testimony, dictated by their
impartiality and conscience, is the only valid evidence, All the reports of
observers who were on the spot at the time of the Tel el Muti{lla incidents
testify to the non-belligerence of the Syrian Army and prove that the integrity
of the demilitarized zone and of Syrian territory was violated by the Israel
troops.,

Neither the Official Gazette nor any other official or semi-official
Syrian document can in any way constitute evidence against Syria, for the
following reasons:

/As a sovereign
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As a sovereign State, Syria has complete freedom of action in ite
internal affeirs and can print or broadcast anything that it mey deem necessary
and expedient in the prevaeiling circumstances;

The names of sertain military sectors mentioned in the Official
Oazette do not constitute any evidence against Syria, since military security
calls for the use of every means tc deceive the enemy, and giving certain
seators the paine names as enemy dectors ie an elementary method which was
often used for this purpose during the Becond Werld War;

We therefore reaffirm thet the Syrian Army has never entered the
demiiitarized zone a faect which has been provad on several occasions by
United Nations observere.

(8igned) 8elo

—" g S
-

: et N 0 ag T et 1 ety e
Ef"7” AR TR B S
JVRLEE CORA N AN S e ks y

RIRA L, A et L ALY IO B s o




