
WXi'ER~DA~D 23 SEl?J.EMBFJ? 13",!.‘FROM THE CHIF,F CF.STAFF OF THE %-WE 
SUIWWISTON (?RGANIZATION IN PALESTINE ADDRFSSED TO THE: SECP~TARY-GEA%:R"L 

TRANSMITTING A REPORT ON FIGHTING IN TFLE TEL EL MUTILA AREA .- 

Sir, l 

I have the honour to communicnte to y3u %P iransmisoign t3 the 

Fresident gf the Secxdty Council the attached regort on the s:‘ 
$ 

participation of Syrian army perscrnnel in th?*f'l.~htirq in the Tel ,:;i .( 
El Mutila area at the 

51-166?g 
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REPORT TO Tlfb SNXR?I!lY COUNCIL 
i i 

1. I ref6.r to the xesolutiDn adopted by the Security Council od' 1E Msy 1951 
and in particular t3 pexagxaph 9 (b) in which the Security Council finis. that: 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . ..*......**.*.... . . 

l'(b) Any aggiessive military action by &.ther 3f the partiCs in w  
around the demilitarized zone, which'further investigation by the 

_ Chief Df,Staff of the Truce Supervision OxGanizatiQn into the 
tiepzts and complain& recently submitted to the Council May 
establish, 

constitutes a v!.olatiDn of the cease-fire 'provision prodded in the 
Security Council resolutipn of 15 July 1948 and is inconsistent with the 
terms Qf the.Arm%tice~Agreement end the 6bligittiDns assumed under the 
Chester". 

2. After w  return frornlpek yc)rl: tp,the Middle Ea.$-3n 16 May, I Inveotigateri .., 
into recent r&ports and cDmpla%nte al,tigt~,.a~;gress.ive military action by either 
Syria or Israel. Numerws conkplaintk were cn the drcft agenda Df the Isxaeli- 
Syrian Mixed Armiktice CGmmkeion , some of them dating, back't? the end of Mtkh. 

The Mixed Armistice CDnnnissLon, K&ever, &i_d not'nreet because the Parties 
continued to &&agree on an agenda acceptable to both of them. Paraljraph 9 (b) 
of the 18 May resolution authorizea'me , if I c&me to definite conclusions, to 
report to the Security Council, .but after studying ;he information nvailable 
and interrogating *he United Nations observers w the'eviaence they had 
collected, I felt unable to submit conckd.sne until the MiEed Armistice 
Commission haa discus&d %he complaints of the Parties. 

3* Accordingly, in reply to k specific question p.?t to.me Qn 10 July by the 
MiniSiBr fz Foxei@i Affair& Qf Israel, I stated on 31 July that "fr9m the 
information available 'r was unable to reach a conclusion which would be based 
.on my abjlity to prove 3r disprove the allestion that mernberc of the regular 
Syrian military forces, or Df Syrian para-tilitary forces, were TTresent in the 
demilitar%zed !z%!s or particip&ed in the fightin? that to& place In the 
Shamalne - Tel el Mutill+ zzea between May 2 and 6, l.gLggl". 
4. & 25 August, the Wnister for Forei;in Affairs of Israel sent to the 
Seevr%ty Council a tiommunication (S/23E) J.n which he referred to the 
publicati3n on 19 July in the Off!.cial.CWette of the Syrian Republic 3f two 
Or&m (NDs. 1020 and 1021) nf the NFitional Ministry TF I)efence pTantiw< medals 
ko soldiers who had participate& in "w&t' operations". The Israel General Staff 

/Officer in 
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Officer in char,ye of the Mix& &mistite Cmmrkes~ons has sent me a ph3tostatic 
copy itnd a translation inti English of.the .two OrdWS in qLWa%iOn, Thid 

translation hae also been circulated, to the Security Csmcil. at the reqllest of. 

the l+xi&dntt,ReRmsent&ive of fame1 ,(S#334). 

5. In acmdance.wj.th Order No. 302l., medals far the .wounded were.awarded t3 

3. second lieutenant, 12 a~er@3nt8 5r corporals .?@a 37 privates 1rounded in the 

co~uw3 of wtg operahims at plaoeU - and: on dates indicatml a0 follows: 

(a) Tel eT MutIX.a, 5 May 1X& 9 medals .to vouncied belonging to the Fir& 

Infantry Battalion or the 16th Battalion; (b) Tel Abi Zaidon, .6:%&y 1951: 27 
medals to wounded belonging to the ,FBrst Infantry.Battalion; (c) Ta1 el 

Muttaliqa, 6 ~0.y 1951: 14 medals to wounded of the Reconn$ss+nce Regiraent. 

In accordance with Order tier. 1020; nine posthumous first made war medals and, 

20 other war me&als were ax?art?~d for cotmaw and.bravery displayed in the'course 

of Lg5peoified war operations by crfflcerg, eer,qants, cor?srals or privates 

bel@lgi~ - except for a ma&or, 8.9. c!xnpany .lst 3risade.H.Q. - to the.;J?l.ret 

Infantry Baktalion, the 16th Battalior~'&r the Recsgnaissance Reginrent. The 
fact that the two orders-were published to&her an& that they &ntion the.sams 

three units lea&s to the conclusion that the war n~&.ls and the medals for the 

wmncied were awarcled in,cormt@mwMh t?J6 SW OQere;timi, 

6.. The two orders of the SyrYan Ministry of Defence threw new light on a 

paxticdarl3; important aspect of the events which had tak6n place in the Tel el 

Mutilla area at the beg%nning of May... Iera@. requested an emereencg nxzetkng; of 

the Israel-Syrian &Iixed Artpjstice Commissfon. In v1eetr of the.&uation 

mgardiny ihe convening of the Mixed Armistice ~omm3.ssio~ to which I have 

alluded fn para@aph 2, I sug(axted~as~'a possiblk alternative that I should. . 
report t:, the Security Councfl on the basis of paragraph (9) of the 18 Wy 

resolution. The Tsrael Government aCreed. I then contacted Damascas and was 

answered that it was preferred:.that I should report to the Security Council.. 

7. I have atXordin@ the honoWto rt?px% to.the Security Council as follows: 

- 8. Fiating ip the Tel el Mutilla &rep began on 2 May while the.Securlty 
Courr~il~s PLWSUI~ its cgnsid?ration, begun on I'7. April, of a number,of ,, 

Sgrti and Israel-!. complaints alleging violations of the General.Arn&stice : 

ILfXIWkWat, .Farticulaxly in *he DemilitaWZed Zone. At the ?pening of .the 544th 

meeting of the Security Council, on 2nd May, the representative of Wraep reed 

8 tile- from his G~verrrmant referrinfj to the encounter of a "considerable 

/force 
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a cease-fire to be effectlvo at 1.330 hours G.M.T. on the same day. On 3 May, 
United NatJ.ons observers saw.automatic weapons and mortar fiXW di&Cted by 
Israelis on Arab positions northwest of Ehamalne (the Arabs were re$lyin~ by 
rifle fire). on 4 May, the team of d.mrvers sent to the Shamlne area to 
ascertain whether the cease-fire was observed, S&W 22 mortar Shells bUrst% 
an Arab positions on Tel el Mutilla between 1330 and 1600 hours G.M.T. and 
later further mortar firing on the Arab positions, which the Mukht~ of 
Sh&alne refused to evacuate for the reasons stated in paragraph 3 of the.rep- 
sent'on 5 May by the Acting’Chief of Staff (S/2122). 
11. Order No. 1021 of the Syrian Mini&try of Defence to which the Forei@ 
Minister of Israel has drawn the attention of the Security Council refers to 
operations In the Tel el Mutilla areu on 5 and 6 May. On those two days two 
teams of United Nations observers were sent, one on the Syrian side, the other 
on the Israel-i'. On 334%~ the 'United @tions observer? reported that 
.exchanges of automatic weapons and rifle fire were continuing;. They also saw 
within ten minutes eleven mortar shells landinS.on Arab poe1tions and 4 or 5 
on Israeli positions cn Telel h%tilla. 

‘ 

12. The actton by which the Israeli army, with the use of mortars, artillery 
& aerial bombardment dislodged. the Arabs from.the Tel el Mutilla area was 
reported upon by the Acting Chief of Staff in S/2l23 and S;/2124. 
13. In c&xion tit&k the above iod'autsp v3&a~;lons dp tk&GeneraP 
Armistice Agreement were alleged ok both sides and complalnte filed with the 
Hixed Armistice Coxmnission. The pr?.nci.pal Israeli &legation was made as 
early as 2 May and repeated several times: Israel allezesd that Syrian army 
personnel had entered the Demilitarized Zone and Israel-controlled territory 
to the west of the Zone and was taking part in the fighting. United Nations . 
observers had. seen no evidence in supsort .of these allegations. After the 
occupation 9f Tel el Mutilla by the Israeli army, on 6 May, United Nations 
observers we.rs shown the bodies of ttro Arabs (one with pieces of army dlothes), *61.*4 .a% ms%&* ii m.3 :- sm11 ~ "‘sss .a% ,w. J&jljp!J~ 3~ -*LI . :a’$ pri m a,*, ( 
Xifh3, machine guns, mortar aJ.t~~ni'&~, ~LG;., ~?~i~~~~~ld~ha.~J~y~b~~:~~n~~llaOed 
as sufficient evrdence of the actual partlcipatien of Syrian soldiers in the 
operations. On 7 May, the Israeli army showed supplementary evidence, 
Particularly two bodies in khaki battle-dress, but with no iaentiflcation 

papers or bad@?s, two mortars, @?eat quantities of automatic weapons 

-nition and two tags from empty boxes with Arab inscriptions denoting, 
/it wa8 said 
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.’ : ‘. Lieut. General USHC’ (Rgtd:) . . . ! 

‘.:. .. Chief .5f Staff’ ,. _’ .: 1 .I 

22 ,Sept?mber 1951. 
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