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REPORT DATED 23 TECEMEER 1948 FROM THE COMAITIEE OF GOOD OFFICES. O THE
INDONESTAN QUESTION TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL

. Batavia, 23 Decenber 1948

‘ Sir;

1. The Committee desires to inform the Security Council that most of the
Committees military observers in Netherlands controlled territory are in the H
course of complyling with orders received from the Ne‘therlandé military‘ |
commanders in their areas to proceed to Baﬁayia..

2, 0On 19 December, the Netherlands Commander-in-Chief agreed with the .

Chairman of the Committee's military Executive Board that the military |
obgervers should remein at their regularly assigned statlons in N‘e"bherlandsA ‘
controlled territory. ’ ‘

- 3. On 22 Decenber the Oha.irman of the Committee's mllitary Exscutlve Board

was officially informed by a representative of the Netherlands Commander»in—
Chief that the High Representatlve of the Crown had issued instructions that

. 8ll of the Committes's military obseryers were to be concentrated in Batavia.

The Chairman of the military Executive Board learned the same day that orders
to thls effect had been issued to the Netherlands commanders in the field é,s,
sarly as 21 December. o : . o , |
b, On 22 Docember the United States representatlve made enguiries of the
acting Chalrman of the Netherlands delega’cion regarding these instructlons.

On 23 December 1948, the Chairman of the Committee received the follow:mg i

‘_letter » No. 3990, from ’che Acting Chelrman of the Netherlands delega.tlon' S
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"Since the Govermment of the Netherlands has, in accordence with
article 10 of the truce agreement, motified the Committes of Good Of‘f‘ic‘as,
and the Republican delegstion that the truce agreement is to be considere:
&8 no longer binding, the task of the military assistants of the Comm:.tte
a8 set forth in articles 4, 5, amd 5b of said agreement, has now come to
an end, s

Instructions were therefore issued to all ’cerritorial commanders that
they suggest all military observers to report to the Board of Semor Militar*'
O’O%x‘vefs a:b, B&“G&via. as their ectivities have terminated, e

v‘ In ‘chis conz{ev:ion, it is noted that the Chairmen of the Board‘of Senio
Mllita&‘y Observets was verbally infomed of this step beforehand,
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With regard to suggestions that military observers should remain with
the Headquerters to which they were attached, I have ‘the hopour to draw yotir
attention to the fact that the demarcation lines and demiliterized zones no
longer exist and the Headguarters to which the verious teams of milltary <
observers were attached have become mobile, Under the present circumstances
it will be clear that the Netherlands military suthorities are umable to o
accept any responsibility for military observérs who move with these
Headquarters or by themselves in operational areas. _

In view of the above it would be sincerely asppreciated if the Committee
of Good Offices would request the Board of Senior Military Observers to issue :
orders similar to the suggestion made by the territorial commanders, to the
effect that all military cbservers return to ‘Batavia.' in order to report to
the Board." ‘

5. After reading the foregoing letter, the Chairman of the Committee's
Military Executive Board reaffirmed the facts sta’ﬁed in paragraphs 2 and 3
above. ' . '

’6 . The truce agreement of 17 January 1948 confers certain express functions .
on the militery observers. In addition, the resoluticn of the Security )
Council of 1 November 1947 requests that the serviges of militarj observers,
mentioned first in the resolution of £5 August 1947 , be made available to the
Committee of Good Offices. Therefore, the Committee feels an obligation to
report immediately to the Council that this ac’bion,: taken by the Netherlands
Military Command wi’chout'the Committee is not complying with the request
contained in the final paragraph of the letter quoted above but is awaiting
advice from the Security Council as to the future functions of the Committee's
Military Assistants.

(Signed) R. HERREMANS (Belgium)
Chairman
T.K, CRITCHIEY (Australis)
H, MERLE - COCHRAN nited Stater.



