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TITTIR DATED 2k JULY 1350 FROM THE PIRMANENT DEPRESINTATIVE OF TFE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA TO Tk PRESIDENT OF TER STCURLTY CGUNCIT, TRANSMITTING
THS FIRST ROPORT TO THE SECURITY CCUHCIL BY THE UNITFD STATES
chmz\?r.ﬂa‘r_o:i THE COURSHE O ~CTIGN TAZEN UFDER THR UNIFIED
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I wculd apprecicte the text of this Repart not being made public prior to

the meeting of the Security Council scheduled for Tuesdey, 25 July &t 3 p.m,
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PIRST REPORT TO THE SECURITY COUNCIL BY THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMINT,
I ACCORDANCE WITH THE SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION OF 7 JCLY 1250

At 0400 FEorean time on Sunday, 25 Jume 1350, the North Korsan Army leunched
2 completely unprovoked invasion of South Eorea, North Koreen infantry crossed
the 30th p=rallel, led by Soviet-made tanks in an estimated mumber of 100, The
mein stteck was down the Ponchion-Uijomgbu-Seoul ccrridor, Similtaneoucly,
attacks were lsunchad in the Ongiin Peninsula %o thé Weat, agalnst Chunchon in
the eastern mounteins, and dowm the east coast road, The North Koresan Air Force
covered the amphibious lapndings, and abttacked Kimpo Alrfield, nee:zz Seoul, The
size of the ztbtack, the fact that it coverad the principal areas alcng the 38th
parallel, end the empunt end charecter of meterial invoived, and the use of
emphibious landings, indicated clearly that the imvesion had been carefully
plamed for long in sdvance, :

The cheracter and disposition of the Republlic of Kores Army indicated that
‘tt a1 not expect this sudden attack, This fact is supported by a report of an
observation team of the United Nations Commission on Korea, made along the
38th parsllel and dated 24 June 1350, This report stated that its team of
observers "héb., in the course of a two-week inspection been left with the
1mpréasion that the Republican Army was organized entirely for defense end {was)
in no condition to carry out a large-scale attecl agelnst the forces in the
North, The observers found that the Republic of Korea forces were disposed in
der%h 211 along the 38th parsllel with no concentration of troops at any polnt,
that a large mumber of Republic of Korea troops were actlvely engaged 1in rouhding i
up guerrillas and were, in any case, entirely lacking in the armor, heavy
artillery, and eir support necessary to carry off an invasion of North Rorea,"
These fachks controverted completely ths North Korea broadcast from Pyongyang,
late in the morming of 25 June, that the Republic of Korea had Initlated an
attack across the border and that the North Korean Forces had been ordered to
repel the attack,

The North Kercen inveders were reported. to have cormitted iniltislly 6
divisions of Infantry, 3 ‘Border Conatabulary Brigsdes, supported by approximately
100 Soviet-m=de T34 end TTO tenks and =mple heavy artillery, Their Air Force
held complete control of the air, and was at the time estimated to be composed
of 100-150 Soviet-made combat planes, The total strength of the North Korean
forces was placed at between 50,000 and 100,000, organized in epproximately
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7T divisions end 5 brigades, well trained and equipped chiefly with excellent
Soviet material, )

Opposed to this mobile army, Republic of Korea troops were initielli deployed
along the 38th parallél with elements of 4 divisions, with the remainder in the
interior, withont tenks or heavy artilléry and wlth only 16 trainers as an air
force; an argenizatlon assigned primerily for preserving intermal security.

- With such a discrepency in character and srmement between North and South
Korea, the sctual ‘date of the ‘wsoailt is lmmizteriel; the potentisl for it was
present for months, ~ ' o

In tha light of the above facts, 1t is apparent thet the attacl upon South
Korea was a carefully-planned, fullescale invesion in force,

From the attack to the fall of Seoul on 28 June, North Koreen forces struck
southwerd across the 38th perallel om 25 June. 5 In fowr majler drives:

‘A, To the west, a Border Constabulery Bripgede attacked in the Ongjin
Penihsula mgeinst aporoxinately ona Republic of Koree regiment snd was reported
on 26 June in control of the area, However, & consldsrable mumber of Republic of
Korea men escaped by sen

B, One North Korezn divisien, plus 1;2-50 tanks captired Ksedsong on the
afternoon of 25 June, and later pushed south through Hinsen towsrd Seoul,
Another North Koresen force of from 3 ,OOO - 10,000 men, plus move then 50 tanks »
drove down the Pochon-Uijongbu Corridor towevd Seoul.

C, A division of North Korean troops, supported by heavy ertillery and
tanks, struck south toward Chunchon,: - ‘ ’ -

D, Alonz the east coast, o Border Constabulary Brigede reinforced to
aporoximately 10,000, attacked Kengrungz snd carried out two amphiblous’ landings
further south, Co

The North Xoreen attack was initlally opposed by five Regublic of Korea
divisions located in or north of Seoul, They were ermed with rifles, nmschine
guns, end other light infantry wespons, Tuken completely by suvprise, end facing
grestly superior scuipment, they fought- de'sperétely , but were forced to withdrew
" gradually, Another Republié of Xorea d1vision; hedtily brought up from the
south, was bedly mauled in the fighting of 26 June., An officiel report on
30 June-indicated that the Bepiblic of Korea forces had suffered  high
percentage of casuzlties and had 105t mach equipment in the hurried withdrswal,

Jon 28 June,
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On 28 June, airoraft of the United Stctes Air Force, operating pursusnt to
the resolution of the Seocurity Council of tho United Notiono, began air
operations cgalnst the llorth Koroan invedors in support of Republic of Xoren
foroeo cnd later estruck at military targets morth »f the 38th parallel with o
viev to diorupting the linec of communications and cupply of tho invading forces,

The bndly decimated Republic of Kores forces reformed south of the Nan River,
and vith U,5,A.F, assistance, sought to delsy the llorth Korean sdvance, By cheer
veight of numbers and materiul they were forced back ntep by step until, on
2 July (Korecn time) the town of Suwon, 20 miles scuth of Seoul, was reported in
North Korean hands, '

Moanwhile, in pursuence of United Nations recommendations, United States
grouwnd forcea were committed to the area for stabilization of the front, On
5 July, a very smoll United Stateo force mede contact with the invrders, south
of Suwon, On 7 Juiy, upon the recoumsndation of the Security Council, the
Unified Command wcs established and General Douglas MacArthur wes designated by
the President of the Unitod States as the Commanding General of the forces of
the members of the United Nations, '

The first United Stctes troops were omall in number and were coumitted as
e holding force only., They were followed by additioncl supporting forces as
rapidly es these could be transported to the battle line, Facing cddc at
times as high as 20 to one, "OQur Army troopa, ably supported by tactlcal
airoraft of the United States Air Force and llevy and our Austrolian friends,
flying under moot adverse conditions of weather , , , distinguished themselves
in the most 4ifficult of military operationu = a deleying antion",

Under the protection of this delaying sotion Unified Commond forces have
steadlly been strengthened, Under the coubined impast of ground, air and
naval forces, the progress of the invacion has been slowod, while the ensmy has
sutfered severe losses on sea and lond which ere ourtoiling his supply end
trensportation capabilities,

At the outset of the North Koreen invesion, naval forces availsble to
oppose the eggression consisted of s small Republic of Korea Coast Guerd, United
States and other forces proceedsd to the operationsl areas cnd by virtue of
overvhelming superiority estaoblished a patrol of both coasts of Korea, These
forces took the necessary action to prevent movement by sea of forces and.
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supplies for use in operations against the Repudlic of Korea, includin: ipgross
ard egrecs to ~nd from Korean porte of merchant veseels furmiching or Liicl- to
furnish asoistance to the North Korean cuthorities, Un{tod Nutions lNav.l Foroes
onvered some of the {nitial neceasary evaocvations, rendered logictioc supnort,
and by oper.iing egainet North Koreun waterborne forces denied the Commntst
invaders the logistloc support of ite forces by see,

Naval units proceeded to accomplish the waterlift of troops and suppliocs
to Korua, patrol by naval aireraft of water and coastal areas, escort duties
and coagtal putrol functions, BHarassing fire from neval unite on both cornste
shelled targets susceptible to naval gunf'ire, breached ronds, end generally
interfered with enemy commnications, Naval unite have uttacked North Knrean
vater traffio where found, end have already destroyed cpproximately one-third
of the vessols originelly available to North Koreen naval forces,

A new phese of naval operations commenced on 3 July with the firot airoraft
carrier eir strike, They struck on the wost coaast of North Korea, Subsoquent
corrier strikos on the east coast »f Korea have been made by the Britich and
United States units, The first emphibious lunding by Unlted Nations Forces
wvas acoomplished on the east coast of Korea on 18 July 1350,

Tho present naval situation finds both coaots of Korea covered by naval
foroes of the Unified Commend, Earassing fire and fire support missions ere
being crarried out by these forces, Patrols end reconnniscances &are being
conducted by naval petrol planes over coestel and water areas, Logistioc
support of men, equipment, and supplies by transport continues with escort,

It has been inopiring to withess the rapidity with which vorious Member
States heve contributed to the naval forces cssicting in the restoretion of
peece in Korea, The United Kingdom, Australie, New Zealund, Canada ond the
Netherlands huve dispatched vessels to support the United Nations' effort to
cut off supplies for the {nvading hordec fromnorth of the 38th parallel, In
carrying out this work, shore bomberdments have been conducted where end as
necessary to interdict the supply of Communist troope which have moved into
thet portion of Korea govermod by the Republic of Korea urder the aegioc of the
Untted Nations, Valuable service has also been rendered by a British neval
unit i{n the rescue from the water of airmen who had been compelled to ebendon
their airplene, The Coest Cuerd of the Republic of Korea has been rendering
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{nvalueble service in providing for the security of the shorelines, Nevul air
provided by the United Kingdom hac contributed in a major wey in the support of
lsnding operntienu =t P'Ohungdong,

Upon the request by the Security Council of the Unitod Nationa for aseintom
to defend the Ropublic of Korea ngainst the North Koreun sggrescors, the only
forcne in the crea immediately avcileble were those United Stateo und British
Commonwenlth occupetion forces under the ocommand of General MaoArthur in the
occupetion of the Japanese Islancfe. The oize and nature of these forces were
suf'fictent only to'perform the occupetion duties in Japan, '

Beforn committing the forces, {n_roaponﬂe to tﬁe Peourity Council
resnlutions, they had to be fegroupe'd und re-oquipped from stondurds for
reccetime occupution of Jopun to standarda suitablo for combat in Kores, This
alsn involved moving these troops, with their equipment and vupplies, f'rom their
verious oocupat{on otationa in Japan, by-oombinattons of motor, rail, water
and air transportation, to Korea. ILven so, ull the materiulc for sustoined
combat were not {mmediately available to General MucArthur and therefore hed to
be rushud to Korea from the United States - o distance of ono-third of the way
around the globs, IMuture assistunce [or the defenne of the Republic of Loroa,
both men and matorialb, miat be transported over corrocponding distences frou
the Member nations of the Unitad Nntions rendering such aseistance, Tho well-
pPlamned sottack by the North Korecn regime, the nize of their force, their
logioticel support and their abllity to continue to press the rttack, sccount
for the degree of initiative enjoyed by the agiresspr, The defenders of the
Republto of Xorea have been foroed to cubmit to the time c.nd place selected by
,the nggressor, and now must depena upon asgictance from nat! ons. peaoafully
dioposed and lying not merely hundreds, but thousands of miles nway.

From the continuing cppearsnco on the battlefield of largo numbera of enemy
personnel and equipment, it 18 now appurent that the North oreen egrresoors have
available to them resources far in exceso of their internsl capsdilities, This,
with the initial edventege of the eggresuor, combines to give the enemy e otrengt
that cannot be overcome unti) the United liatians forcee achiove the effiect of
speriority in wenpons cnd manpover, The teck 18 not a small one vwhen viewsd
in comparison with the potential recourcec of the cgnrescor force, Until forces
nf the Unified Commend ere {ncroased further in strength, the rapt@ity with vhicl
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sucoess will be .chleved cannot be predicted, However, with the combined efforts
of the United Nations, the full eoffect of the contribution from cach member
nation will be felt in the wltimate defeat of the aggressors from moadd of the
38 degree parallel,

In oonclusion, it 18 believed appropriate to quote the Unified Commander's
latent estimate of the Korean operations,

"With the deployment in Korea of maJjor elemonts ¢f the Eighth Army now
accomplished the first phage of the campaign has ended and with it the ohance for
victory by the North Kcrean Foroces, The snemy's plan and great opportunity
depended uprn the opeed wi‘h which he oould overrun South Korea cnoe he had
breached thv Han Kiver line and with orervholming numbers and supericr weapons
tenporarily shattered South Korean resistance, This chances he has now lost
through the extraordinary speel with which the Eighth Army hao been deployed from
Japan to otem his rush, Whon he oraghed the EBan Line the way seemed entirely open
and viotory was within his grasp, The deaperate decisicn to throw in plecemeal
American elements as they arrived by every available means of transport fram
Japan wag the only hope to save the situation, The skill and valor theroafter
displayed in successive holding actions by the ground foroces in accordance with
this concept, bdrilliantly supported in oemplete co-ordination by air and naval
elements, forced the enemy into continued deployments, costly frontal attacks and
confused logistios which so slowed his advance and blunted his drive that we have
bought the precicus time necessary to build a securc base,

"I do not repeat not believe that history records a comparable operation
which excelled the speed and precision with which the Eighth Amy, the Far East
Air Force and tho Soventh Flecet have been deployed to & distant land for immediate
commi tment to major operaticns, It merits higheat commendation for the
commanders, staffa and units oconcerned and attesta to their superior training and
high state of readiness to meet uny eventuality; This finds added emphasis in the
faot that the Far Eust Command, unt!l the President's great pronouncement to
support the epochal action of the United Naticne, had no repeat no slightest
responsibility for thé defense of the Free Republic of Korea, With the
President's decision it aseumed & completely new and added miassion,

"It 18, of course, impossidble to predict with any degree of accuracy future
incidents of & military campaigsn, Over a broad frant involving continuous local
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struggles, there are bound to be ups end downs, losszs as well as successes, Our
finel stabilization line will unquestionedbly be rectified and tactical improvement
will Involve planned withdrawals as well as local advances, But the imsue of
batile is now .fully Joined and will proceed along lines of action in which we

will not repeat not be without choice, Our hold.-ui:ori the southern part of Korea
repreamits a secwre base, Our cagsuzltiles.despite overwhelming odds have been
reletively light. Our strengtii will conmtinually increase-while that of the

enemy willl relativ'ely decrease, His supply line. i3 insecure, -He has hed his
great chence but.failed to exploit it,: We &re.now in Koree in force, and with

Godts help we are there to stay until the constitutional a.uthority of the Republic
is fully restored, Macax thur " . o

-



