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.  ORGANI ZATI ON OF THE MEETI NG
A.  Opening of the neeting
1. The fifth regional neeting of Asian focal points, held to enable the

Asian country Parties and their partners to fornulate conclusions and
recomendations as a regional input to the first session of the Conmittee for
the Review of the Inplenentation of the Convention (CRIC), was opened in
Danmascus, Syrian Arab Republic, on 8 July 2002.

2. M. Hama Arba Diallo, Executive Secretary of the secretariat of the
United Nations Convention to Conbat Desertification (UNCCD), delivered an
opening statement highlighting the achievenments made under the UNCCD

initiatives and issues relating to the UNCCD in preparation for the Wrld
Sumrit on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent (W5SD), the review process through nationa

reporting to facilitate the inplenmentation of the Convention, and key issues
requiring the attention of the neeting. M. Taoufik Ben Amara, Resident
Coordi nator of the United Nations and United Nations Devel opnent Programe
(UNDP) Resident Representative in the Syrian Arab Republic, in his opening
remarks, referred to a variety of activities undertaken to assist Syrian
stakeholders in carrying out activities to conbat desertification

rehabilitate degraded land and nitigate the effects of drought. HE M.

Adnan Khozam Mnister of the Environnent of the Syrian Arab Republic,

delivered a keynote statement underlining the political inportance of UNCCD
i npl enentation as a key policy measure for pronmpting sustainabl e devel opnment
in his country.

3. HE M. Kishichiro Anae (Japan), M. Annette Chamms (Germany) and M.
Jos Lubbers (Netherl ands) delivered statenments on behalf of their
governnents, which had provided support for the organization of the neeting.
They referred to the continuous international assistance programes of their
governnents to the UNCCD i npl enentati on process

B. Election of the chairperson and other officers

4, The participants elected M. Khaled Al -Shara’a (Syrian Arab Republic)
chai rperson of the neeting. M. Raj kunmar Chandranohan (India) and M. Sopon
Chonthan (Thailand) were elected vice-chairpersons. M. Inoke Ratukal ou

(Fiji) was elected rapporteur of the neeting.

C. Adoption of the agenda and organi zati on of work

5. The participants adopted the provisional agenda as proposed by the
secretari at.

6. The neeting, held from 8 to 12 July, drew up a nunber of conclusions
and reconmendations to be subrmitted to the first session of the CRIC. They
are contained in chapter I11.

7. The meeting heard presentations of national reports from the follow ng
affected Asian country Parties:
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Australia Kyrgyzstan Syrian Arab Republic
Bangl adesh Lao PDR Taj i ki stan
Canbodi a Lebanon Thai | and
Chi na Mongol i a Tur kmeni st an
Fiji Myannar United Arab Enirates
I ndi a Nepal Uzbeki st an
Iran (Islanmc Republic of) Paki st an Vi et Nam
Jor dan Pal au Yenen
Kazakhst an Saudi Arabia
Kuwai t Sri Lanka
8. It al so heard presentations of the followi ng subregional reports:

Subregi onal action programme for the Aral Sea basin (presented by Uzbeki stan)
Subregional action programme for Wstern Asia (presented by the United
Nat i ons Envi ronnent Programe/ Regi onal O fice for West Asia (UNEP/ ROM))

9. It further heard presentations of the reports of the follow ng
devel oped Parti es:

Bel gi um Japan

Czech Republic Net her | ands

Eur opean Community Republ i ¢ of Korea

Cer many

10. It furthernore heard the presentations of the following United Nations

organi zations and international and multil ateral agencies:

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO

Uni ted Nations Devel oprment Progranme (UNDP)

United Nations Environnment Progranmme (UNEP)

Arab Organi zation for Agricul tural Devel opnent (AQAD)

International Center for Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas (| CARDA)
Arab Center for Studies of Arid Zones and Dry Lands ( ACSAD)

D. Attendance
11. The list of participants is given in annex Ill to this docunent.

E. Docunentation

12. The following documents were nade available for consideration by the

neeting:

ICCD/CRIC(1)/3 Revi ew of reports on inplenentation of affected Asian
country Parties, including on the participatory

process, and on experience gained and results
achieved in the preparation and inplenmentation of
action programes
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I CCD/CRIC(1)/3/Add. 1 Synthesis and prelimnary analysis of information
contained in reports submitted by affected Asian
country Parties, and progress nmade in the fornul ation
and inplementation of subregional and regional action
programes in Asia

ICCDICRIC(1)/6 Review of reports by developed country Parties on
nmeasures taken to assist in the preparation and
i npl enentation of action programes of affected
country Parties of all regions, including information
on financial resources they have provided, or are
provi di ng, under the Convention

| CCD/ CRIC(1)/6/Add. 1 Synthesis and prelimnary analysis of information
contained in reports submtted by developed country
Parties

ICCDICRIC(1)/7 Review of information provided by relevant organs,
funds and programes of the United Nations system as
well as other intergovernnmental and non-government al
organi zations, on their activities in support of the
preparation and inplenentation of action progranmes
under the Convention

1.  SUMVARY OF DI SCUSSI ONS

13. The representatives of 28 Asian country Parties presented their
nati onal reports according to subregional clusters. No nore than five
presentations were included in each cluster to encourage and facilitate
di scussion on the issues. Many of the countries nade their presentations in
accordance with the thematic topics for review selected by the fifth session
of the Conference of the Parties (COP 5). There were al so presentations on
the devel opnent of the subregional action programe (SRAP) in Central Asia,
and on the inplenentation of the SRAP in Wst Asia. Speci al presentations
were made on the sandstorm phenomenon in North-East Asia, and on the national
action programme (NAP) of the Syrian Arab Republic. There were seven
presentations by developed country Parties on their partnerships with the
affected country Parties.

14. The main issues covered in the presentations were the mmjor problens
and priorities in each country; approaches to inplenmenting the Convention
including institutional coordination and strengthening; the status of NAP
preparation and inplenentation and the constraints, such as the need for
fi nanci ng, i nadequate capacities, t echni cal know-how and nonitoring
capability. The discussion included reference to devel opment and adopti on of
the participatory approach, ownership at grass-roots |evel and capacity
needs, laws on land reform sustainable l|ivelihood and poverty alleviation,
conpilation of success stories, developnent of desertification indicators,
and protection of traditional know edge and its wutilization wth nodern
technol ogy. The neeting expressed the need to devel op synergi es between the
UNCCD and national developnent plans, poverty alleviation programes and
ot her  environnent al conventi ons. The countries that finalized the
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preparation of their NAPs, including all five Central Asian countries, asked
for donor consultation neetings to be organized to devel op partnerships for
NAP inpl ementation. Participants drew attention to the absence of consistent
and coherent approaches to NAP inplenentation due to a lack of funding,
al t hough some countries were inplenenting projects relating to biodiversity.
In sone countries, the NAP was acting as an integrating framework for action
in relevant sectors; Parties noted that it was a challenge to mainstream the
UNCCD in terms of its added contribution to the existing progranmes.
Nat i onal reports needed to give nore promnence to scientific and
technol ogi cal aspects and their inplications. The issue of water resource
managenent was di scussed intensively, particularly with regard to the needs
of Central Asia and Wst Asia. This led to a recomrendati on concerning the
use of treated wastewater and sewage for agriculture and the stabilization of
sand dunes. The discussion on legislation and institutions reveal ed the need
to educat e peopl e to t ake appropri ate action t owar ds combat i ng
desertification. There was also a discussion on the devel opnent of field-
| evel denmpnstration projects to pronote inplenentation of the UNCCD.

15. The di scussion on the Regional |nplenentation Annex for Asia focused on
the thematic programme networks (TPNs) adopted at the Asia Regional
M ni sterial Conference held in 1997 in Beijing, China. The Task Mnagers of
the Asia TPNs presented brief updates on the activities of their respective
TPNs (TPN1l: desertification nonitoring and assessment; TPN2: agroforestry and
soil conservation; TPN3: rangel and managenent and sand dune fixation; TPN4:
wat er resource nmanagenent for dryland agriculture; and TPN5: strengthening
capacities for conbating desertification and mnitigating drought inmnpact).
I ndonesia, Sri Lanka and Fiji provided a sumrary about recent devel opnents in
energi ng subregi onal cooperation on conbating desertification, rehabilitating
degraded land and mtigating the effects of drought in the subregions of
Sout h- East Asia, South Asia and the Pacific. The TPNs and SRAPs were
considered essential to conplement the NAPs and should be devel oped
accordingly. Participants also considered TPN-related training as very
important. The sharing of information is a basic activity under the TPNs and
SRAPs. However, concern was expressed about countries’ capacity to make
appropriate use of the information. Replicating success stories and setting
up pilot projects were considered key to the success of regional and
subr egi onal cooperati on.

16. In their presentations, developed country Parties and the European
Community outlined their own priorities in ternms of policies; the priorities
and goals adopted internationally such as reducing global poverty; and the
channel s through which they provided their official devel opnent assistance
(ODA), such as bilateral and multilateral channels, special instrunents and
NGO pr ogr anmes.

17. At the end of the neeting, the participants underlined the inportance
of the UNCCD as a wuseful tool for sustainable developnent and poverty
alleviation, and, in accordance with decision 1/COP.5 on the procedures for
the comunication of information and review of inplenmentation of the
Convention, agreed to adopt the attached conclusions and recomendations to
be submitted for consideration and appropriate action at the first session of
the CRICto be held from 18 to 29 Novenber 2002.
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18. It was also agreed that the secretariat would consolidate the opening
statenents/remarks and other presentations made during the neeting as well as
prepare proceedings of the conference.

19. Finally, the participants expressed their heartfelt appreciation to the
Governnent of the Syrian Arab Republic for hosting the neeting and to other
governnments for supporting its organization.

[11. CONCLUSI ONS AND RECOMVENDATI ONS
A.  Concl usi ons
1. National report preparation and revi ew process

20. The selective review of the inplenentation of the Convention based on
the seven topics designhated in decision 1/COP.5 has enabled governnents and
ot her stakeholders to undertake an in-depth analysis of UNCCD inpl enentation.
Nati onal reports should concentrate even nore on the progress achieved in the
i mpl enent ati on. At the sane tine, national country profiles are needed to
provide nore up-to-date, substantive and conprehensive biophysical and
soci oecononi ¢ dat a.

2. General policy issues

21. In a context of growi ng popul ation pressure and ongoi ng climte change,
the national action programmes (NAPs) for UNCCD inplenentation, which are
ained at pronoting activities to conmbat desertification, rehabilitate
degraded | and, conserve biodiversity and/or mtigate the effects of drought,
must be seen to be useful policy coordination and progranm ng instrunents for
integrating national efforts to pronote the sustainable nanagenent of natura
resources and sustainable livelihoods at all |evels.

3. Participatory process

22. The reports subnitted have shown that a variety of mechanisms for
involving a wi de range of stakeholders in UNCCD inplenentation have been
effectively set up. They include awareness-raising sem nars, NAP fornul ation
wor kshops, synergy workshops and information networks. The awareness
canpai gns have been effective in increasing public involvenment in the UNCCD
processes at the initial stage. The role of non-governnental organizations
(NG3s) in catalyzing public support has been increasingly recognized at the
national level, yet further efforts to involve civil society are deened
necessary. Some NGO>s have been instrunmental in linking international policy
di al ogue forums on UNCCD i npl enentation with national stakehol ders’ networks.
The Internet-based information network on the UNCCD has facilitated
i nformati on sharing anmong a wi de range of stakeholders. |t may be helpful to
set criteria and indicators to assess the |evel of  stakehol ders’
participation in the UNCCD process.

23. Awar eness-rai si ng canpai gns, sem nars and training progranmes have been
effective in nobilizing public involvenent in activities to carry out |and
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degradation control and drought mtigation activities as part of the national
policy for pronoting sustainable developnment and environnental protection.
However there is a clear need to develop further awareness canpaigns at all
| evel s, paying due attention to the role of wonmen. That role must be further
enhanced.

24, It is recognized that data and information are required to enhance
stakehol ders’ participation and to raise awareness on the issues of |and
degradation and desertification.

4. Legislative and institutional franmeworks and coordination

25. The UNCCD national focal points (NFPs) and national coordinating bodies
(NCBs) have been spearheading the UNCCD inplenmentation and are striving to
integrate it in the overall franework of national policies for pronoting
sust ai nabl e devel opnent. However, limted resources continue to hamper the
capacity to support the effective inplenmentation of the UNCCD at the national
| evel . Support nust be directed specifically to the inplenentation of the
UNCCD.

26. The NCBs have been functioning as useful bodies for pronoting the
coordination of the work required to advance UNCCD inplenentation.
Interm nisterial coordination, however, remains a significant challenge that

must be addressed. The interdisciplinary nature of the UNCCD objectives
contributes to nmking national-level coordination an arduous task. The
inclusion of <civil society representatives in the NCBs has enhanced the

ef fectiveness of the NCBs’ coordi nati on worKk.

27. The formulation and inplenmentation of relevant donestic laws for the
effective inplenmentation of the UNCCD have been noted. Such | egislation
requires | andowner s to t ake t he necessary neasur es to prevent
desertification/land degradation and to notify the authorities when
desertification becones prevalent. Increased private land ownership,
especially for wonen, supported by appropriate donestic legislation, has
proven to be a powerful incentive for |andowners to undertake appropriate
land care neasures, when coupled wth econonic instruments. In sone
countries, regulations on grazing on public land have proven to be effective
i n mai ntaining the vegetative cover on conmon properties.

5. Resource nobilization and partnership building

28. The rationale behind a country-driven mechanism in affected countries
to develop or finalize partnership arrangenents has been confirned. The
i nvol venent of bilateral and nultilateral donors in such nmechani snms becones a
nmore pressing necessity as the inplenentation process unfolds from planning
towards the operational stage. The role of the dobal Mechanism (GW to
facilitate this process nust be recogni zed and strengthened.
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29. At the sane tinme a sound basis for a predictable source of finance for
UNCCD activities would go a long way towards enhancing the delivery of
expected results. Recent developnents in the context of the d oba

Environnment Facility (GEF) concerning a new focal area for |and degradation,
primarily desertification and reforestation, as a nmeans of enhancing GCEF
support for the successful inplenentation of the UNCCD, nust be actively
pursued, as agreed by the GEF Council.

30. Wile the first Asian forum on partnership building for UNCCD
i npl enentation, organized in June 2001 in Beijing, China, has not nmet
expectations in terns of resource mobilization, it has enabled countries to
inprove their national coordination mnechanisnms and to strengthen their
di al ogue with international partners.

31. Despite increased efforts to nmobilize financial resources for the UNCCD
i npl enentation, the resources provided out of national governnment budgets
were often still insufficient to undertake the work required. While donestic
allocations from national budgets to the UNCCD should be increased

i nternational financial support to affected developing countries still falls
far short of requirenents. In this context, the efforts of those countries
which provide ODA at levels equivalent to 0.7 per cent or nore of their G\P
are conmmended. The participants urged devel oped country Parties that have

not yet done so to nake concrete efforts to attain the 0.7 per cent target.

32. Al'though national funds to conbat desertification have yet to
denonstrate their effectiveness in nobilizing financial resources, affected
country Parties that have not yet established funds are encouraged to do so.

33. I ncone generation in the drylands would be strengthened by a nore open
access of drylands products to international narkets. Eco-tourism has been
pronoted in sone countries and has created nmuch needed income in the affected
regions. CQuidelines to this effect would be useful to Parti es.

34. International funding agencies also have to nobilize nmore fully their
potential in responding to the pressing needs of the UNCCD inplenentation
process.

6. Synergies

35. It would be highly beneficial to pronbte the UNCCD as a core el enment of
the set of policy instrunents designed to achieve sustainable devel opnent,
including climte change mnitigation, biodiversity conservation and wetland
conservati on. The pronotion  of synergistic policy and programre
i mpl ementation should be facilitated to tackle in a nore integrated nanner
ot her environnmental issues such as clinmate change and bi odi versity.

36. The national workshop on conbating desertification and pronoting
synergistic inplenentation of multilateral environnental conventions, held in
June 2001 in Uan Bator, Mngolia, denponstrated that such a workshop is
effective in inproving the coordination of national stakehol ders.
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7. Rehabilitation of degraded |and and early warni ng systens

37. A wide range of neasures to rehabilitate degraded |and, prevent
desertification/land degradation, nmitigate the effects of drought and pronote
revegetation and reforestation in dry and degraded |and areas have been

successful . This was done through large-scale projects and small-scale
comunity-driven activities. Comunity involvenent and appropriate benefit-
sharing are prerequisites for ensuring the sustainability of the projects.
Agroforestry activities are a useful t ool to encourage community

participation in land and ecosystem managenent, while contributing to soi
conservation and providing inmedi ate econom c benefits. Substantive results
have been achieved through neasures to arrest sand dune novenments using
vari ous techniques, and by water conservation mneasures through |arge-scale
irrigation systems and micro water reservoirs and harvesting facilities and
the use of treated wastewater. In the planning and inplenmentation of
national policies relating to issues such as agroforestry, sand dune fixation
and water use, the role of governments renains very inportant.

38. Land use maps coupled with data on climatic conditions have been usefu
in developing early warning systens to control desertification and |and
degradation, and to mtigate the effects of drought and the inpact of the E
Ni Ao phenorenon. The scale and resolution utilized in devel oping such maps
and data, however, varies fromcountry to country.

39. I ncreased support to, and closer interaction between the thematic
programme networks of the Asia regional action programme (RAP) and the
Comrittee on Science and Technol ogy (CST) are warranted.

8. Mnitoring and assessnent

40. Activities to nonitor and assess land use are increasingly inmportant to
reinforce the effectiveness of nmeasures to pronbte revegetation and
reforestation in dry and degraded |land. The use of different benchmarks and
indicators and their diverging level of application hanmper the useful spatia
and sequential conparative analysis at the national, subregional and regiona
| evel s. Limted human institutional and financial capacities in these areas
represent constraints in undertaking effective nonitoring and assessnent.

9. Technol ogy and know edge
41. A wi de range of techniques, technol ogies and traditional know edge have

been utilized to rehabilitate degraded |and, prevent desertification and |and
degradation, nitigate the effects of drought and pronote revegetation and

reforestation. The Asia TPNs have enabled all stakeholders to exchange
successf ul experience  of i mpl ementi ng appropriate technol ogies and
t echni ques. A further outreach to, and participation of civil society is
i mport ant. It is necessary to dissenminate and apply traditional know edge
and best practices in conbination with nodern technol ogi es, where appropriate
adapted to local conditions. Increased financial, technical and other

support to this effect is required, notably for technology transfer.
Mechani snms for nonitoring and evaluating this process are needed. The role
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of the CST to facilitate the process of South-South and North-South
cooperation in this area is inportant.

B. Recommendat i ons

1. National |eve

42. The UNCCD secretariat and the dobal Mechanism are invited to
facilitate the establishment of a country-driven consultative nechanism
between the national stakehol ders, developed country Parties, international
donor countries and agencies, regional and subregional organizations and
NGCs, with a view to building further partnerships, supporting progranme
integration and increasing the effectiveness of collaborative activities.
Fi nanci al resources should be nobilized to inplenent concrete neasures so as
to bolster the inplenmentation of the UNCCD in the countries concerned.

43. The NAP preparation process nust be accelerated and the fornulation and
i npl enentation processes nust be further mainstreamed into national planning
with the support of the consultative mechanism mentioned in paragraph 42
above.

44, This process of consultation will further facilitate the integration of
the UNCCD into the inplenmentation of socioeconomic policy instrunents, such
as the poverty reduction strategies (PRS), as appropriate. Whi | e UNCCD

i npl enentation has been pronoted in parallel wth the inplenmentation of
policy instrunments for natural resource managenent, there is a need to extend
the linkage of UNCCD inplenentation with other relevant policy neasures. The
convergence of UNCCD and PRS inplenentation would strengthen the process for
enpowering |ower-inconme populations and comunities in dry and/or degraded
| and areas.

45, Fi nanci al resources from national budget s, reflecting nationa
ownership of, and commitnent to the UNCCD, nust be nore systematically
earmarked. Country ownership of the process can also express itself through
various inputs and comrtnent fromall stakeholders of civil society.

46. The country Parties, interested agencies and the UNCCD secretariat
should exanine the feasibility and potential benefits to the inplenmentation
of the UNCCD of facilitating the access to the market for drylands
agricultural products.

47. Existing legislative frameworks nust be wupgraded in line with the
Conventi on, whenever necessary, to pronote |and conservation and ownership
through the provision of incentives for [|andowners. The increased |and
ownership by a group of stakeholders or a community may pronote the
managenent of ecosystens at the conmunal |evel. Further incentives mnust be
provided through appropriate Ilegislation or adnministrative measures to
support such initiatives.

48. The expression of political wll, where necessary, from higher
governnmental authorities is called for to enhance the effectiveness of
hori zontal coordination anong relevant mnistries and |ine departnments. NCBs
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shoul d be established in such a way as to include both civil society and the
scientific comunity along with official institutions and line mnistries.
This will ensure the coordination needed to facilitate the UNCCD
i npl enent ati on.

49, The inclusion and involvenent of civil society representatives in the
i npl enentation and decision-nmaking process nust be resolutely pursued and
supported by relevant policies and regulatory frameworks in order, inter

alia, to increase the effecti veness of the NCBs’ coordi nati on worKk.

50. The UNCCD secretariat, wth the advice of the CST, is urged to
facilitate the assessnment of the participatory process under the UNCCD
through the identification of appropriate criteria and indicators and to
revi ew possi bl e mechani snms to support the participatory process.

51. Many of the problens of conbating desertification and rehabilitating
degraded lands require further research. Support needs to be increased
through internal and external sources to enable research institutes to
devel op new approaches and technol ogies. The results need to reach nationa
institutions as well as various levels, including the grass roots.

52. Awar eness-rai si ng canpaigns and outreach programmes targeting sector-
specific groups, such as governnent officials, farners, herders, wonen,
yout h, teachers and academ a, shoul d be pronoted.

53. The Parties, with the support of the UNCCD secretariat and concerned
agenci es, are invited to facilitate <capacity-building neasures for
stakeholders to carry out specific synergistic programmes to rehabilitate
degraded land, mtigate the effects of drought, nmintain natural vegetative
cover, protect biodiversity and restore wetlands and coastal areas at the
| ocal |evel

54. The institutional capacity of the national focal points should be
further strengthened in accordance with their national and internationa
responsibilities. The progress nust be reviewed in due course.

55. The further integration of nonitoring and assessnment activities nust be
encouraged on a regular basis so as to enhance the effectiveness of response
measures for land degradation and drought in the present context of
accel erating climte change.

56. Early warning systems should also be further devel oped. The
recommendations of the CST on benchmarks and indicators, early warning
systenms and traditional know edge should be applied, where possible, to the
field | evel

2. Subregional |eve
57. The TPNs should forge further institutional Ilinks wth existing

subregi onal action programes, organizations and networks, including NGGs and
communi ty-based organizations (CBGs) working in the areas of sustainable
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devel opnent, in order to enhance subregional collaboration in the context of
UNCCD i npl enent ati on.

58. The UNCCD secretariat and other partners are invited to support the
formul ation of a SRAP for South-East Asia in cooperation with the Association
of Sout h-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) secretariat, the United Nations Econonic
and Social Conmission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), the GM and other
i nterested agencies. The UNCCD secretariat and other relevant partners are
invited to support the devel opnment and inplenentation of the SRAP of Western
Asia, to assist in finalizing and inplenenting the SRAP for Central Asia and
support the Pacific region in devel oping subregional collaboration. The
potential for cooperation in South Asia mght be explored through a
subregi onal neeting, to be convened with the support of the UNCCD secretariat
and the GM as appropriate.

59. Issues relating to dust storns and sand novenent have received
increased attention from Asian Parties. The UNCCD secretariat and related
organi zations should strengthen their support to the initiatives that are
being envisaged in Asia to tackle this serious problem The UNCCD

secretariat together with other relevant partners is urged to facilitate
Sout h- Sout h cooper ati on.

60. Issues relating to the sustainable managenment of natural resources,
i ncl udi ng wat ershed and water resource nanagenent, are comon concerns of the
Asian Parties. The UNCCD, related organizations and donor Parties should

further strengthen their financial and technical support to the initiatives
that are being envisaged to overcone the present deficiencies in these areas.

3. Regional Ievel

61. The TPNs, with the continued support of the secretariat, the GV UNEP,
ESCAP and other interested agencies, should pronpote best practices for |and
managenent and i mpl enent nor e systematically t he priorities and
recomendat i ons of the CST.

62. The TPN host countries and task nmanagers are comrended on their role in
advancing the inplenentation of the Asia TPNs as useful regional instruments
for supporting capacity-building activities; they are encouraged to seek
further support from different sources including developed countries and
i nt ernati onal organi zati ons.

63. Acadenmic and scientific institutions in developed and devel oping
countries are invited to join in contributing to the inplenmentation of pilot
activities in response to the reconmendati ons of the CST and its Ad Hoc Panel
on Early Warning Systens (EWS). The devel oprment of 1inks between EWS, TPN1
and TPN5 may be useful.

64. The Asian TPNs' activities should be strengthened to facilitate the
har noni zation of benchmarks and indicators applied to the nonitoring and
assessnent of desertification and to wuse TPNs to facilitate capacity
buil ding. The outconme of the TPNs’' activities should be submtted to the CST
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for pronmoting the exchange and dissenination of information and experience
anong CST and Parti es.

65. In accordance with the outcome of the Asia-Africa Foruns on Conbating
Desertification, as well as the Asia Mnisterial Meeting held in Beijing,
China, in 1997, concerning the setting up of the Asia-Africa Research,
Devel opmrent and Training Centre for Conbating Desertification (RDTC) in
Beijing, China, necessary support should be nobilized at all Ievels,
including from international organizations and developed countries, on a
voluntary basis, to facilitate the establishment of the RDIC as soon as
possi bl e.

66. Resource nobilization and partnership building nmust be further pronoted
at the regional level. In this context, the Asian country Parties and their
partners appeal to the Asian Devel opment Bank and the Islam c Devel opnent
Bank to increase their support to UNCCD inplenentation at the national,
subregional and regional levels in Asia and to participate in the reporting
process.

67. The Asia region recognizes the support and assistance provided by the
Asia Regional Coordinating Unit of the UNCCD secretariat in inplenmenting the
Conventi on. Vol untary contributions from Parties and organizations wthin

the regi on should continue to be encouraged.

68. The participants of the 5'" Asian Focal Points Meeting express their
concern about the accelerated degradation and the destruction of natural
resources caused by conflicts in the Asian region.

69. Support nust be nobilized to organize the Asian regional mnisterial
meeting in 2003. In this context, the offer of the United Arab Enirates to
host the Second Mnisterial Meting in 2003 back to back with the Sixth
Regi onal Focal Points Meeting in 2003 is appreciated.

4, I nternational |evel

70. The proposal to designate the GEF as a funding nechanism for the UNCCD
must be supported at the forthcomng WSSD to be held in Johannesburg, South
Africa, in August/Septenber 2002, as well as the GEF Second Assenbly to be
held in Beijing, China, in Cctober 2002, with a view to ensuring optinml and
tinely GEF support to UNCCD inplenentation, while recognizing the
conplenentary role the GM plays in nobilizing resources.

71. The pronotion of sustainable agricultural developnent in dry and/or
degraded |and nmust be recognized in appropriate international foruns as one
of the main pillars in the process of inplementing the commitnments entered
into at the Wrld Food Summits in Rone, Italy, in 1996 and 2002.

72. The UNCCD secretariat is invited to intensify its work towards
devel opi ng synergies between the UNCCD and other multilateral environnental
conventions, mainly on scientific and technical issues, and to concentrate on
poverty eradication, rural and alternative |ivelihood developnent, and
community enpowernment with the UNCCD progranmes.
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73. The trading of drylands agricultural products on national and
i nternational markets should be pronoted to provide rural communities with
resources to pronote drylands ecosystem nanagenent and to inprove sustainable
l'ivelihoods.

74. The CRIC should reconmend neasures leading to the inprovenent of the
i mpl enent ati on of the Convention.

75. The UNCCD secretariat should revise the Help Guide for the next report
and review process, and initiate the preparation of country profiles.

76. The UNCCD secretariat should keep information material updated. The
exchange of information should be strengthened with the support of the UNCCD
secretariat, TPNs and other relevant bodies and networks. The establ i shnent
of dat abase networks is encouraged where possible.

77. The CRIC and the COP are invited to identify urgent neasures to bring
forward the inplenentation process of the Convention.

78. The Asian country Parties appeal to the devel oped country Parties and
partner organizations to conplenment their national programes wth additional
support at all |evels.
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PREPARATI ON OF THE FI RST SESSION OF THE CRI C

A.  Nonination of the vice-chairperson of the CRIC

1. In conformty with article 4 of the terns of
annexed to decision 1/COP.5, on the conposition of
the Asian country Parties nominated M.
Republic) as the vice-chairperson of the CRIC

reference of the CRIC, as
the Bureau of
Khal ed Al-Shara’a (Syrian

the CRIC,

B. List of countries presenting case studies

at the first session of the CRIC

2. Decision 1/COP.5 concerning the nature of the

review and nethodol ogy

used by the CRIC states that the review, which is conceived as an experience-

sharing and | essons-1|earning exercise, shal
due regard to geographic regions and subregions.
provi sional agenda of the first session of

country Parties nomnated the following countries to present

t he session:

Thematic topic

1: Participatory processes involving civil society, non-
government al organi zati ons and comruni ty-based

or gani zati ons

2: Legislative and institutiona
arrangenent s

3: Resource nobilization and coordi nati on, both domestic
and international, including conclusions of partnership
agreenents

4: Linkages and synergies wi th other environmental
conventions and, as appropriate, with national devel opnent
strategies

5: Measures for the rehabilitation of degraded | and

6: Drought and desertification nonitoring and assessnent;
early warning systens for mtigating the effects of

dr ought

7: Access by affected country Parties, particularly

af fected devel oping country Parties, to appropriate
technol ogy, know edge and know how

f ramewor ks or

be conducted thematically,

In accordance wth
the CRIC (ICCDICRIC(1)/1),
case studies at

Country

Mongol i a

Chi na

India, Viet Nam
Chi na

Myanmar
Tur kmeni st an
I sl ami ¢ Republic

of Iran

Yenen

Ar ab

with
t he
Asi an
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Annex 11
REG ONAL MATTERS OTHER THAN THE CRI C
1. Most of the issues essential to the UNCCD inplenentation in Asia are

well reflected in the conclusions and reconmendations. As many countries in
Asia strive to make substantive progress in developing and inplenenting the
NAPs, it was suggested that the parallel inplenentation of NAPs, SRAPs and
TPNs (RAP), as nutually supporting, supplenentary franmeworks, would enhance
the overall inpact of UNCCD inplenmentation in Asia. West and Central Asian
countries reaffirmed their commitment to facilitating the devel opnent and
i npl enentation of the SRAPs. The countries of East, South-East and South
Asia and the Pacific denonstrated their interest in pronoting subregional
col l aboration, together w th subregi onal organizations where appropriate.

2. The Asian Parties requested that the Help Guide be updated. For this
purpose, the Parties will be subnitting their coments on the present Help
Cuide to the secretariat.

3. Many countries considered it opportune to review the UNCCD
i npl enentation in Asia at a high political level in 2003, as the last Asia
Regi onal Mnisterial Conference was held in May 1997. The neeting wel conmed
the offer of the United Arab Enmirates to host the Conference. The UNCCD
secretariat will facilitate the necessary arrangenents in consultation with
the host country, and donor countries and agenci es.
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Annex |11

LI ST OF PARTI Cl PANTS

PARTI ES

AUSTRALI A

Dr. Annenarie Watt

Depart nent of Environnent and
Heritage

Envi ronment Australia

BANGLADESH

M. Mahi uddi n Ahned

Joint Director

Depart nent of Environnent

M nistry of Environment and Forests

BELG UM

Prof. WIlem Van Cotthem
M nistry for Devel opment Cooperation

CAMBODI A

M. Tuot Saravuth

Deputy Director

Pl anni ng, Statistic and

I nternational Cooperation Departnent
M nistry of Agriculture, Forestry
and Fisheries

CHI NA

M. Tuo Liu

NFP/ Di rect or Cener al

Chi na National Conmittee for
| npl emrent ati on of UNCCD

M. Zhongze Wi

Programme O ficer

Chi na National Conmittee for
| mpl ement ati on of UNCCD

Dr. Dongnei Wang

Associ ate Professor/ TPNA Task
Manager

China National Committee for

| npl ement ati on of UNCCD

Prof. Hongbo Ju

TPN 1 Task Manager/ Director Ceneral
TPN 1 Host Institution

Institute of Forest Resource

I nformati on Technol ogi es

Chi nese Acadeny of Forestry

CZECH REPUBLI C

Ms. Dagmar Kubi nova

Deputy Director

Department of  obal Rel ations,
M ni stry of Environnent

EUROPEAN COMMUNI TY

M. Marco Mrettini

Directorate CGeneral for Devel opment
Unit DEV B4 “Environment and Rural
Devel opnent”

Eur opean Conmi ssi on

Fl Jl

M. | noke Ratukal ou

UNCCD Nat i onal Focal Point/

Princi pal Research O ficer

Depart ment of Land Resources,

Pl anni ng and Devel opnent

M nistry of Agriculture, Sugar and
Land Resettl ement

GERMANY

Ms. Annette Chammas

Desk O ficer

M ni stry of Econom c Cooperation and
Devel opnent

M. Berthol d Hansmann

Techni cal Advi sor/ Conbati ng
Desertification in Lebanon (CoDel)
Ger man Devel oprment Cooperation



| CCD/ CRI C(1)/ 3/ Add. 3
Page 18

I NDI A

M. Raj kumar Chandr anphan
Joint Secretary/ National Focal Point
M nistry of Environment and Forests

Dr. Pratap Narain

Director/ TPN 2 Task Manager

Central Arid Zone Research Institute
(CAZRI)

| SLAM C REPUBLI C OF | RAN

M. Hossein Badri pour
Seni or Expert/TPN 3 Task Manager
Forest and Range Organi zation

M. Naser Moghaddasi

Coor di nat or

Speci al i sed Secretariat for UNCCD
Rel ated Activites

Forest and Range Organi zation

| TALY

M. Gorgio Trabattoni

Counsel | or

Department of Cooperation, Mnistry
of Foreign Affairs

Ms. Gulia Bertelletti
Intern
Italian Enbassy

JAPAN

H E M. Kishichiro Amae
Anmbassador

Enbassy of Japan in Syrian Arab
Republ i c

M. Hidenm Taguchi

Advi ce Director

d obal Environnment |ssues

Devel oprment, M nistry of Environnent

M. Wataru O suka

O ficer

Mul til ateral Cooperation Departnent,
Mnistry of Foreign Affairs

JORDAN

M. Khal af Al okl ah

UNCCD Nat i onal Focal Point/ Director
of Internal Auditing

Nat ure, Lands and Conservati on
Depart ment

The General Corporation for

Envi ronment Protection (GCEP)

M. Abdel - Mpj i d Khabour

CST Vice-President for the Asian
Regi on/ Envi ronment al Resear cher
Water and Environnent, Mnistry of
Pl anni ng

KAZAKHSTAN

M. Kairat Aitekenov

UNCCD Nati onal Focal Point/Director
Envi ronnental Policy

Envi ronnental Policy Departnent

M nistry of Natural Resources and
Envi ronnmental Protection

KUWAI T

Ms. EbtisamAli Al -Obaid

Di rector

Soil and Arid Lands Depart nment
Envi ronment Public Authority

KYRGYZSTAN

M . Kubanychbek Kul ov

Director

Irrigation Institute

Mnistry of Agriculture and Water
Resour ces

LAO PDR

M. Soukata Vichit

Di rect or - Gener al

Depart ment of Environnent

Sci ence Technol ogy and Envi ronnent
Agency



LEBANON

M. Fady Asmar
Nati onal Focal Point
Mnistry of Agriculture

Ms. Abir Abul - Khoudoud

Agricul tural Engi neer - Managenent
Team of Desertification Project
Mnistry of Agriculture

MONGCLI A

Ms. Namsrai Sarantuya

UNCCD Nat i onal Focal Poi nt
Strategi c Pl anni ng Depart nment,
Mnistry of Nature and Environnent

MYANMVAR

M. UThiri Tin

Deputy Director

Dry Zone Greeni ng Depart nent
M nistry of Forestry

NEPAL

M. Batu Krishna Uprety
Ecol ogi st

M ni stry of Population and
Envi r onment

NETHERLANDS

M. Jos Lubbers

Seni or Policy Advisor,
Desertification

Envi ronment and Devel opnent
Depart nment

Forests and Bi odiversity Division

PAKI STAN

M. Kalinullah Shirazi

Deputy Secretary (Land and \Water)
M ni stry of Environnent, Local
Government and Rural Devel opnent
Mnistry of Foreign Affairs
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PALAU

M. Ethan Daniels

Nat i onal Sci ence Coori nator

Ofice of the President, Ofice of
Envi ronnent al Response and

Coor di nati on

( CGERC)

QATAR

M. Ali Hashim Al - Yuosef

Head of Soil Section

Department of Agricultural and Water
Research, Mnistry of Minici pal
Affairs and Agriculture

REPUBLI C OF KOREA

Dr. Ho Joong Youn
Research Forester
Forest Environnent
Korea Forest Research Institute

SAUDI ARABI A

Dr. Ali Saad Altokhais
Deputy Mnister for Water Affairs
M nistry of Agriculture and Water

M. Helal Al harty

Envi ronnent al Geol ogi st
Water Departnent, Mnstry of
Agriculture and Water

M. Abdul azi z Al Howai sh

Director of Environment Section
Range and Forest Departnent,

M nistry of Agriculture and Water

SR LANKA

M . Kusunadasa Mahanana | ndi ketiya
Hewage

Director

Nat ural Resources Managenent

M ni stry of Environnent and Natural
Resour ces
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SYRI AN ARAB REPUBLI C

M. Khal ed Al -Shara’ a

UNCCD Focal Poi nt

Ceneral Conmi ssion for Environnental
Affairs (GCEA)

Mnistry for State Environnental
Affairs

M. Janmal Janal eddin

TPN 4 Task Manager

Net work for Water Resources
Managenent in Agriculture in Asian
Countries

Mnistry of Irrigation

M. Naim M Kaddah
Chai rman of the Environment al
Protection and Sand Devel opnent

Ms. Rama Aziz

Agricul tural Engi neering Associate
Horticul ture Departrment, M nistry of
Hi gh Educati on

M. Mahnoud Al - Hodi
Damascus Farners Uni on

M. Koussay Al dahhak

I nternational Organizations and
Conf erences Departnent, Mnistry of
Foreign Affairs

Dr. Manmoun Ml akani
Techni cal Affairs Departnent,
Mnistry of Irrigation

M. Akram Khal il

Agricul ture Engi neer

Syndi cator of Syrian Agriculture
Engi neers

M. Atef Abdul al
Mnistry of Agriculture

TAJI KI STAN

H E. M. Davlatsho Gul makhmadov

M ni ster

State Cormittee for Land Resources
and Land Managenent

THAI LAND

M . Sopon Chonthan

Land Use Pl anni ng Speci al i st/ UNCCD
Nati onal Focal Point

Land Devel oprment Depart nent,

M nistry of Agriculture and
Cooperative

M. Worapong Waram t

Soi | Surveyor

Land Devel opment Depart nent,
M nistry of Agriculture and
Cooperative

TURKMENI STAN

M. Miuhamet Duri kov

Nat i onal Coordi nator of the UNCCD
National Institute of Deserts, Flora
and Fauna

M nistry of Nature Protection of

Tur knmeni st an

UNI TED ARAB EM RATES

Dr. Sal em Al - Dhaheri
Di rect or - Gener al
Federal Environnent Agency

M. Hamad Saif Al Mazroui
Di rector

Agricul tural Services
Federal Environnent Agency

M. Mahboub Hassan Sal eh
Envi ronment al Resear cher
Federal Environnent Agency

UZBEKI STAN

M. Anatoly Ovchinni kov

Chi ef / Nati onal Focal Point UNCCD
I nt ernati onal Department of

d avgi dr onet

Mai n Admi ni stration of

Hydr onet eor ol ogy



VI ET NAM

Ms. Pham M nh Thoa

Forestry O ficial

I nternational Cooperation

Pl anni ng Di vi si on

Departnment for Forestry Devel opnent
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YEMEN

M. Ahmed Hussei n Abobakr Al -Attas
Di rector GCeneral

Directorate of Forestry and
Desertification Control

M nistry of Agriculture and
Irrigation

ORGANI ZATI ON HAVI NG RECEI VED A STANDI NG | NVI TATI ON TO PARTI Cl PATE AS OBSERVER
I N THE SESSI ON AND THE WORK OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND MAI NTAI NI NG PERMANENT
OBSERVER M SSI ON AT HEADQUARTERS

PALESTI NE

M. Asem Khalifa
Sani tary Engi neer
Pal esti ne Liberation Organization

Representation in Syrian Arab Republic

UNI TED NATI ONS SECRETARI AT OFFI CES,
SPECI ALI ZED AGENCI ES AND RELATED ORGANI ZATI ONS

FOOD AND AGRI CULTURE ORGANI ZATI ON

Prof. Hassan Abdel Nour
Senior Forestry O ficer
Regi onal O fice for Near East

UNI TED NATI ONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMVE

M. Taoufi k Ben Amara
Resi dent Representative in Syrian
Arab Republic

M. Elie Kodsi

Regi onal Programre Manager

Dryl ands Devel opnment Centre - Arab
St ates, Lebanon

UNI TED NATI ONS ENVI RONMENT PROGRAMVE

M. Abdu Al Assiri

Programme O ficer and Coordi nat or
for SRAP in West Asia

Regi onal O fice for Wst Asia (ROM)

Ms. Gemma Shepherd

Associ ate Programme O ficer

Di vi sion of Environmental Policy
Devel oprment and Law

WORLD FOOD PROGRAMVE

M. Mohaned El - Kouhene
Country Director, Syrian Arab
Republ i c

M. Bashar Akkad
Programme Assistant, Syrian Arab
Republic

Ms. Nadi a Yaf ai
Staff Assistant, Syrian Arab
Republic
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| NTERGOVERNVENTAL ORGANI ZATI ONS

ARAB CENTER FOR THE STUDI ES OF ARI D ARAB ORGANI ZATI ON FOR AGRI CULTURAL

ZONES AND DRY LANDS DEVEL OPMVENT

M. Hassan Habi b Dr. El Mistafa Darfaoui

Director of Monitoring and Conbati ng Head

Desertification Project Range, Forest and Environment
Section

Prof. Gl ani Abdel gawad

Director of Soil and Water Use | NTERNATI ONAL CENTER FOR

Di vi si on AGRI CULTURAL RESEARCH I N THE DRY
AREAS

Dr. Theib Oneis
Wat er Managenent/ Suppl enent al
Irrigation Speciali st

NON- GOVERNVENTAL ORGANI ZATI ONS

Chi na Islam ¢ Republic of Iran
Chi na National Sand Control and Centre for Sustainabl e Devel opnent
Desert Industry Society, State ( CENESTA)

Forestry Adninistration
Ms. Khadij a- Cat heri ne Razavi
Dr. Guosheng Wang

Paki st an
I ndonesi a
Soci ety for Conservation and
I ndonesi an Institute of Sciences Protecti on of Environnent (SCOPE)
(LIPI), Research Center for Biology,
Treub Laboratory M. Tanveer Arif
M. Beth Paul Naiola Sungi Devel opnment Foundati on

M. Shahid Zia
Uzbeki st an

I nternational Central Asian
Bi odi versity Institute (Bl OSTAN)

M. O eg Tsaruk



