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COMMITMENTS
COMMITMENT 1

TO MAINSTREAM AGEING IN ALL POLICY FIELDS WITH THE AIM OF BRINGING
SOCIETIES AND ECONOMIES INTO HARMONY WITH DEMOGRAPHIC CHANGE TO
ACHIEVE A SOCIETY FOR ALL AGES (agreed)

1 In line with the gods, objectives and commitments of the Madrid Internationd Plan of
Action on Ageing 2002, the overarching am of this Regiond Implementation Strategy (RIS) for the
UNECE region is to provide a framework of commitments to support member sates in ther
endeavours to respond adequately to the challenges and opportunities of population ageing in order

to achieve asociety for dl ages. (agreed)

2. Our globa commitment is to mainstream ageing concernsin al policy fields with the am of
securing gender-senditive and evidence-based co-ordinated and integrated policies to bring
societies and economies into harmony with demographic change. This applies equdly to the hedth,
economic, labour market, socia protection and education sectors. (agreed)

3. To be effective, policies in response to population ageing should have a holistic approach
and be pursued in a co-ordinated way over awide range of policy areas. Account must be taken of
the multifaceted and intertwined chalenges and opportunities arisng from population ageing in order
to devise a framework from which effective policy responses can flow. The gpproach aso restson
the premise that the right policies in the various domains — if properly co-ordinated and consistently
applied — would be able to successfully meet the chalenges arising from these demographic changes
and release the unused potentiad embedded in some population groups, in particular older persons.

(agreed)

4, This strategy will facilitate the development of gppropriate policy tools to cope with present
and future ageing chdlenges by collecting and disseminating the best knowledge and evidence-
basad practices available in the region about adequate policy responses to ageing. The Strategy
must reflect the variety of socid, political, economic and demographic Stuations within the UNECE
region. (agreed)

5. All policies should take into account the changes that occur in the Stugtion of a person
throughout life. They should be designed to facilitate participation in the development of society and
counteract socia exclusion as aresult of decreased functiona ability due to factors related to ageing

and disability. (agreed)

6. Demographic changes are chdlenging the tenets of socid security arrangements in the
UNECE region. For example, a smdler working population will have to support in the future the
financid needs of a growing older population. This will affect the intergenerationd trandfer of
resources in society as a whole. At the same time, demographic change will increasingly cause
tranders of wedth from older to younger generations within the family. Consequently, policies
should be designed to promote intergenerationd solidarity, inter dia through innovetive action to
meet the financid chalenges and promote dia ogue among generations. (agreed)

7. The relaionship between different groups of older persons aso needs to be addressed.
Neighbourhood and other community action play an important role in this repect, and non
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governmentd organisations particularly of older persons are an important factor in fostering such
activities together with public authorities where gppropriate. Intragenerationa solidarity aso needs
to take into condderation that the digtribution of societal resources would aways tend to favour
those groups that are most able to successfully pursue/present their daims. (agreed)

Human rights parain here.

9. Thus, the following set of interrdlated commitments is intended to assist member states to
focus on the main policy priorities in relaion to populaion ageing. We want to ensure the full
integration and participation of older persons in society and implement the srategy in the closest
possible partnership with the civil society, particularly older persons, organisations and the private
sector (agreed).

COMMITMENT 2

TO ENSURE FULL INTEGRATION AND PARTICIPATION OF OLDER PERSONSIN
SOCIETY (agreed)

10. Exiging internationd ingruments reeffirm the principle that no individua should be denied
the opportunity to participate in society and to benefit from economic and socid developments.
Older persons are a a greater risk of being denied that opportunity and that iswhy it is essentia to
combat al forms of discrimination and ensure the full enjoyment of al human rights and fundamentd
freedoms. A combination of factors, including geogragphical mobility, urbanisation, economic
development and age-based inequdities in access to socid inditutions and the labour force have
resulted in age segregation and hamper the successful integration of older persons in society. Large
numbers of older persons in the countries of southern and eastern Europe who live in rura and
remote areas without support from their families continue to witness specific problems, especidly in
terms of access to infrastructure and services. Among the means to combat socia isolation and
margindization, political, economic, civic and culturd participation play an important role. It aso
enhances the qudity of life of older persons and contributes to the functioning of the communities
and society as awhole. (agreed)

11.  Older persons play crucid roles in families and the community, athough their contributions
are often not sufficiently recognised, and the socia capita that they possess very often remains
under-utilised. The knowledge older people have gained from life-long experience is an important
asst for socid and economic development. Older persons make many vauable contributions that
are not measured in economic terms, including care for family members, productive subsistence
work, household maintenance and voluntary activities in the community. The role of older women in
these unpaid activitiesis particularly important and should be better recognised. (agreed)
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12. A podtive image of ageing and older persons, particularly of older women, in society is of
crucid importance in ensuring the full integration and participation of older persons. Images of older
persons as active participants must be enhanced. In many countries of the region successive cohorts
reaching advanced age are better educated, more financidly independent and in better hedlth. In the
countries with economies in trangtion the economic and socid conditions of older personsreman
extremely difficult. However, in recent years in a number of these countries the developments
achieved are encouraging in terms of improvements in the overdl Stuation. Notwithstanding that,
specia efforts need to be undertaken by al parties concerned to promote a positive image of ageing
and older persons in these countries. (agreed)

13.  Thefadlowing policy objectives should be met as part of this commitment.

Further enhance the social, economic, political and cultural participation of older

persons (agreed)

14.  Theactionsto be undertaken as part of this objective should be based on the understanding
that older persons contribution to society extends beyond thelr economic activities, and should
recognise, encourage and support their contribution to families, communities and society as awhole.
This could be achieved through media campaigns and school curriculathat highlight the contribution
of older persons to society. Families aso play an important role in promoting a better understanding
of the contributions made by older persons. Older persons should also be recognised as a
ggnificant consumer group with shared and specific needs, interests, and preferences.
Governments, service providers and civil society should take into account the wrews of older
persons on the design of products and delivery of services. Participation in socid, economic,
political, and culturd activities, is not only a vauable contribution to society, but dso fosters a
positive image of older persons and is important in combating socid isolation; it thus needs to be
facilitated and encouraged in dl its forms by dl socia actors concerned. Palitica participation, in
particular, plays an important role in empowering older persons and should be emphasised. Barriers
to older persons, paticularly women, reaching decison-making postions a dl levels should be
removed. Governments and other actors should make every effort to mainstream the needs and
concerns of older persons in the decisonr-making processes a dl levels and in dl aress.
Governments should encourage the establishment of organisations of and mechanisms for older
persons a agppropriate levels to represent older persons in decison-making through adequate

measures. (agreed)

15.  Older persons are the best advocates of their own cause. As recommended by the Vienna
Internationd Plan of Action on Ageing, a number of countries have set up nationa commissons of
Older Persons aimed at ensuring a dynamic and co-ordinated national response to the phenomenon
of ageing by, amongst others, protecting the rights of older persons, promoting their well-being, and
by evauating policies, programmes and services for older persons. These nationd commissions
have proved to be an excdlent platform to promote the contribution of older persons to decision-

making processes. (agreed)

16.  Concerted and intengfied efforts are needed to improve the housing and living
environment of older personsin rurd aress, especidly in many economiesin trangtion.
Improvement of living conditions and infrastructure in rurd aressis particularly important to
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dleviate margindization of older people. Policies should be developed and implemented in order
to provide incentives and subsidies for housing, utility and sanitation services, and encourage
age-friendly solutions to provide ble and affordable transportation for older people, in
paticular in rural and remote areas. (agreed)

Promote the integration of older persons by encouraging their active involvement in
the community and by fostering intergenerational relations (agreed)

17. Involvement of older personsin locd communities contributes to their qudity of life, as well
as to the functioning of the community. Governments, in consultation with loca authorities, non
governmenta  organizations (NGOs) and representatives of older persons should, therefore,
encourage the maintenance, or development of age integrated communities though a broad-based,
integrated approach, which targets in a holisic manner policy areas such as community
development, housing, environment, trangport, hedth, socid care, education, work, and leisure,
Within these communities, the actors concerned should be encouraged to make facilities avalable to
persons of al ages, and create incentives for people of different generations with smilar intereststo
meet, interact and share experiences. The establishment or further development of centres of
volunteer activity should be promoted, so that young and older persons are able to interact and help
each other. Loca authorities should be encouraged to ensure that transport and other infrastructure
sarvices are safe, reliable, accessible and user-friendly. Programmes should be aimed at rurd and
remote areas, where older persons might find themsalves isolated, without access to thelr immediate
families or to socid and other types of infrastructure. (agreed)

Promote a positive image of ageing (agreed)

18.  The actions to achieve this objective should include media campaigns, as well as targeted
incentives amed & employers, locad communities and other socia actors. The role of media in
promoting a postive image of ageing, including older persons with disgbilities and in highlighting their
contribution to society is crucid. Governments in consultation with loca authorities and NGOs
should work with the mass media to ensure that this is done in an appropriate and efficient way.
Specid efforts should be made to make employers in al sectors more aware of the contributions
that older persons can make and the advantages of a diverse workforce. Any disincentives for the
continued participation of older workers in the labour force should be removed. Action should dso
be undertaken by governments in consultation with loca authorities and NGOs at the community
level to facilitate dialogue and a better understanding between the generations. In that respect, al
actions amed a promoting the integration of older persons can contribute to promoting a positive
Image of ageing. All socid actors need to recognise that older persons are a heterogeneous group,
whose members have to be considered as a very important resource irrespective of differencesin
background, their economic activities, or of their need of care and support. Accordingly, measures
need to be taken to promote a differentiated and variegated view of the life of older people, both
men and women, that better reflects redity. (agreed)

19.  The promotion of a positive, active and developmentaly-oriented view of ageing may well
result from action by older persons themsalves. It isimportant to encourage older persons to make
the generd public more aware of the positive aspects of ageing by developing redigtic portrayas
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of old age. The mass media, with the assstance of older persons, could play an important role in
highlighting the wisdom, strengths, contributions and resourcefulness of older persons. (agreed)

COMMITMENT 3

TO PROMOTE EQUITABLE AND SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC GROWTH IN
RESPONSE TO POPULATION AGEING (agreed)

20.  Population ageing in the UNECE region will further increase the ratio of the number of
persons who are not employed to the number of those who are. This trend will continue to raise
concerns about the financid sudtainability of socid protection systems in generd and pension
schemes in particular. In this context, the fundamental economic issue is to share resourcesin an
equitable and sustainable way between those employed and those not employed. In generd,
distribution and trandfer issues are easier to address when the available resources are increasing a a
aufficient rate. It is therefore important that every effort be made to raise the underlying rates of
economic growth and productivity in the UNECE region, ensuring in the process that growth is
environmentally and socidly sustainable. Fagter rates of economic growth will not autometically leed
to stidactory didributive outcomes but they will, if accompanied by a broad dSrategic policy
reponse to population ageing, make it much esser to meet the chalenges of this magor
demographic development. (agreed)

21. Growth itsdf will not be sufficient to address the distributiond issues raised by population
ageing, nor indeed is there any guarantee that growth will lead to socidly acceptable outcomes.
Policymakers should be cognisant of the need for the benefits of growth to be as widdly shared as
possble. That is why the emphasis in policy discussion in recent years has sarted to focus on
equitable and sugtainable growth as, in other words, the result of growth should in no way be
detrimenta to individuals or populaion groups on the one hand, and long-term benefits and
potentias for the many should not be jeopardised, on the other hand, by the attainment of short-
term benefits to a few. It is thus fdt that economic growth should ensure full employment, poverty
eradication, price gability and sustainable fisca and external baances in order for its benefits to
reach al people, especidly the poor. Moreover, there is compelling evidence that policies to
support hedth, education, to reduce poverty and provide safety nets againgt the effects of economic
shocks improve the prospects for growth. Socia and health policies for the coming years must take
into account the growth need for integrd hedlth care and socid services for older persons, as well
as the funding for benefits, which reguire sustained economic growth. But al these variables interact
over time and it is therefore important for policy to act upon a broad front — including that of the

macro-economy. (agreed)

22.  The exiging differences in the macroeconomic Stuation and capabilities between the
Western part of the region and economies in trangtion, in particular those who are not among
candidates for accession to the EU, necessitate that economic and socid policy reforms in these
countries should respond to the challenges of their ageing societies. (agreed)
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Aim to accelerate the underlying growth rate in Western Europe and North America

(agreed)

23.  Recognising the interdependence between sociad and economic policies, the current stance
of macro-economic policies in the region should be reviewed with the am of ensuring greeter
consstency between fiscd and monetary policy on the one hand and a greater weight for the
objectives of growth and employment on the other. Fiscal policy should aim to sabilise the
economy and to improve the foundations for economic growth with a medium term spending
drategy for infrastructure, educeation training, support for research and development, etc. Monetary
policy should focus on the underlying rates of inflation and play a counter-cydlica role by seiting a
range for the inflation target that should be wide enough to be credible and supportive of economic

growth. (agreed)

Aim to accelerate the underlying growth rate in countries with transition economies

(agreed)

24, Domedtic and internationd drategies for transformation of the trangtion economies, with a
view to eradicating poverty, especiadly among older persons, should be considered as a priority.
Serious efforts for an economicaly efficient framework and indtitutiona structures that contribute to
fair competition and prevent corruption could trigger momentum for growth. Internationa assistance
should focus on softening the socid costs of reforms and encourage the creetion of effective
inditutions for market economies and new democracies. (agreed)

COMMITMENT 4

TO ADJUST SOCIAL PROTECTION SYSTEMS IN RESPONSE TO DEMOGRAPHIC
CHANGES AND THEIR SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES (agreed)

25.  Socid protection systems are usudly seen as protecting individuals and their families from
the risks and consequences of unemployment, mgor hedth setbacks, poverty and other
contingencies ariSng from the vagaries of economic developments during the individud’s life cycle,
(ElL_MaJIa_k%p_Letemee_tommaLLLgthmiheioﬂmmng&mmce) They can dso contribute
to adequate income maintenance and protect (LS. soctat human) rights for al groups of the
population. These systems reflect broader political and socid vaues of socid justice and cohesion,
which place limits on the degrees of inequality or socid deprivation asociety iswilling to tolerate, as
well as underlying theories of society which influence judgements as to whether or not socid judtice
can best be achieved by government intervention. Steps should be taken to ensure financid

sustainahility of socid protection systems in the face of demographic ageing. (teferenceto social
rights pending, otherwise agreed)

26.  Mog nationa socid security systems face a number of common chalenges. The various
types of benefit system -- socid insurance (financed from but not directly related to contributions),
universa benefits, means-tested benefits -- dl have different implications for the behaviour of
both recipients and their employers. In coping with the economic effects of population ageing,
systems -- or combinations of them -- that strengthen incentives to participate in the labour force
while ensuring protection for the weakest groups in society are desirable. Recognising that socid
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security has to be acknowledged as a productive factor, it faces many challenges in adapting to
changes in family gtructure, to the emergence of more ungtable work patterns, to changes in the
age profile of populations and globdisation. (agreed)

27. In suggesting reforms of, and setting objectives for, socid protection systems it is important
to stress that they cannot be expected to cope with an accumulation of policy failures or deficiencies
in other domains. To be effective, socid protection systems should be effectively adjusted and need
to be supported by high leve of employment, comprehensive hedth services, educationa systems
which prepare the young for effective participation in the labour force, and active labour market
policies which help employers to adjust to Structura change and other economic shocks. Socia
protection can then focus on its basic functions of safeguarding those who are deprived and
covering those who are a risk. By emphassing socid incluson and the development of human
capabilities, social protection aso promotes economic dynamism as well as socid and politica
dability. In this way economic efficiency and socid judtice can become mutudly supportive.
(agreed)

Preserve and strengthen the basic objectives of social protection, namely to prevent
poverty and provide adequate benefit levels for all (agreed)

28.  The extenson of socid protection systems to dl sections of the population, from the very
young to the very old, is a key dement in its objective of promoting socid justice and socid
cohesion. For the young and those of working age, policy should seek to develop capabilities and
support socid inclusion through participation in the labour force. For persons who are not able to
work due to disability and for persons beyond working age, a sandard of living thet alows them to
maintain thar sdf-respect and dignity should be promoted. This entalls in particular the objective of
achieving asufficient income for dl older persons. (agreed)

Establish or develop a regulatory framework for occupational and private pension

provision (agreed)

29.  Recognisng the growing relevance of the role of private provison in socid security, a
regulatory framework for occupationad and private pension provison should be established or
further developed in order to reduce the negative impacts of market failures and to improve security
in income maintenance in old age. (agreed)

Adapt existing social protection systems to demographic changes and changes in
family structures (agreed)

30. Societd and demographic changes give rise to new needs and demands, and if socid
protection systems are dow to adapt to these there will be increased hardship for those who fal
outsde the reach of socid protection. Policies should address the needs of older persons for a
variety of socid and hedth services, including sheltered housing and long-term care. Effective plans
should be made to see that these needs are met in good time. (agreed)
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Pay special attention to the social protection of women and men throughout their life

course (agreed)

31l. Theegua trestment of men and women in socid protection systems should be ensured and
such systems should support a better reconciliation of work and family respongbilities throughout
the life cycle. Specid attention needs to be paid to the position of those family members who
interrupt their employment to rear children or to care for family members and as aresult suffer
reduction in their penson entitlement and those who devote themsdlves to household work and the
care of children and other relatives. Both groups often face a precarious financiad Stuation in old
age. Policiesto dleviate these problems could include specid |eave arrangements for working
parents and other caregivers, or other supportive measures such as respite care services. (agreed)

COMMITMENT 5

TO ENABLE LABOUR MARKETS TO RESPOND TO THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL
CONSEQUENCES OF POPULATION AGEING (agreed)

32.  The chdlenges of population ageing can best be met by adjusting policies over awide range
of economic and socia sectors and activities, and especidly those that support higher rates of
economic growth and employment. Appropriate labour market policies are likely to prove one of
the most effective ways of responding to the economic chalenge of ageing populations.
Unemployment is an obvious waste of productive resources (not to mention a burden on the socia
security system) and creeting a Stuation of full employment will help to raise the tota resources

available in any given economy. (agreed)

33. Increasing the awareness of the benefits of including older persons in the workforce and
eiminaing age barriers and discrimination in recruitment and employment of older workers is a
priority. Higher rates of economic participation should involve fostering the cregtion of job
opportunities for older persons, including by tackling discriminatory employer practices and other
impediments. (agreed)

34.  The sze of the labour force can dso be increased by encouraging higher rates of labour
force participation among older women and men. Bringing actud retirement ages closer to those
pension digibility agesin the statutory old age pension schemes of individua countries could make it
unnecessary to change this penson digibility age. Measures should be taken in order to
accommodate the employment needs of older persons such as the improvements of opportunities
for part-time or temporary employment for that group. (agreed)

35.  Efforts should be stepped up to increase opportunities for older persons to remain in the
labour market, for instance, through flexible and gradud retirement formulas and guaranteeing ared
access to life-long learning. A progressive incresse in effective average age & which people stop
working should be sought. It is dso essentid to remove disincentives for women's participation in
the labour force. Particular emphasis should be made on incentives for engaging older persons in
gndl- and medium-szed enterprises, including family businesses, and broader use of Information
and Communication Technology for provison of job opportunities for this group. (agreed)
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36. Labour migration from abroad can sometimes help to overcome particular labour or sKill

shortages but it cannot be congdered as a solution to the issue of population ageing. It is
undoubtedly an element to be taken into account when it comes to designing adequiate strategies for
economic growth and full employment. However if immigration of highly skilled labour is widdy

encouraged, it is likely that a sgnificant proportion of these workers would migrate from countries
that could ill afford to lose their contribution to the development process. Migration policies should
be based on a broad assessment of economic, socid and regiond interests. (agreed)

37. In many countries, migrant workers who arived in earlier decades in the host country are
now growing older. Specid needs of ageing migrants should be taken into congderation, as
gopropriate, and consgtent with nationd laws in the desgn and implementation of integration
programmes to facilitate their participation in the socid, culturad and economic life of countries of
degtination. As migrants and as older persons, they may face further disadvantages, which may be
exacerbated by poor economic conditions. Governments should strive to develop neasures to
assg older migrants to sustain economic and hedlth security. It is especidly important to promote a
positive image of their contribution to the host country and respect for their cultura differences.

(agreed)

38. In a highly competitive, globa environment, improving productivity growth and shifting the
sructure of output towards higher value-added (“high tech”) activities will require investmentsin the
skills and educationd leves of the [abour force i.e. an increase in human capital. Appropriate levels
of education for those entering employment and maintaining and upgrading the sills of dl those in
work or returning to work are crucid for preserving competitiveness and full employment. (agreed)

Seek a significant reduction in rates of unemployment, especially for older persons

(agreed)

39. A st of consgtent and co-ordinated measures to successfully reduce unemployment rates
IS necessary, the components of which must vary to accommodate different nationd and regiona

conditions. One option is to implement active labour market policies, such as job matching, job-
search assstance, training, vocationa guidance, counsdlling, and so on. These palicies could aso be
usefully extended to assigt in shaping educationd curricula and in easing the trangtion between
forma education and work. Measures to reduce norn-wage labour costs while protecting workers

rights can aso have beneficid effects on employment levels. Other factors weskening the demand
for labour, such as barriers to new business start-ups and regulaions imposing heavy adminidrative
costs on employers, should be carefully scrutinised and, where possible, eased. (US Leserves its

podition, otherwise agreed)

Improve the employability of older workers

40. Employment difficulties faced by older workers often derive from an insufficient leve of
skills. Employatbility of older workers should be improved through vocational guidance and
vocationd training, based on life-long learning. Life-long learning is a long-term preventive
strategy far broader than just providing second chance education for those adults who did not
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recelve qudity education and training earlier in life. It is o aout deivering job-rdevant learning
to enable workers to adjust to changing labour markets and building the foundations for further
learning. Employers should be encouraged to enable their employees to retrain and reskill
through life-long learning. Other measures to improve the employability of older workers should
focus on improving working conditions. (agreed)

Rai se participation rates for all women and men (agreed)

41. Improve care facilities and introduce arrangements, which make it easer for dl workers,
women and men, to combine work and family responsibilities. Remove barriers and disincentives to
work longer, including the incentives that encourage early retirement, promote the rehabilitation of
workers with disgbilities and their re-integration in the labour force, promote better training of older
workers, and take measures againg age discrimination. Review financid and other disncentives to
the participation of retired persons in part-time or temporary employment. Increase through
economic policy and incentives employment opportunities for persons living in rurd and remote
aress, in particular encouraging their distance learning and training. (agreed)

42.  Concerted measures are needed to increase labour force participation of women. These
measures should aim to further broaden their job opportunities, better reconcile the professiona and
family responghilities, and avoid discriminatory Stuations with regard to pension benefits or
persona income experienced by many women. Important ways to achieve this are suitable
education and training, including on-the-job training, job counsdling and dlowing for flexible work

arrangements. (agreed)

Take steps to raise the average effective age at which people stop working and make
retirement more flexible and gradual (agreed)

43. Labour market structures and economic policies should be promoted together with socid
protection systems that offer incentives for the participation of older workers, so that workers are
not encouraged to take up early retirement and are not pendised for staying in the labour market as
long as they wish and that penson systems and working arrangements facilitate the option of
gradud retirement. Retirement should not be seen as a stage in one's lifetime, which hinders or
stops the retiree from continuing being crestive and capable of contributing to society. In the case of
those who opt to retire, every effort should be made to promote a smooth and gradua trangtion
from one type of life to another. (agreed)

COMMITMENT 6

TO PROMOTE LIFE-LONG LEARNING AND ADAPT THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM IN
ORDER TO MEET THE CHANGING ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND DEMOGRAPHIC
CONDITIONS (agreed)

44.  Contemporary societies require efficient, well-funded and comprehensive educationa
systems, to respond to socid, economic and demographic changes. These changes affect al
aspects of education, including, among others, alocation and distribution of educationd materids,
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financid and human resources, infrastructure, curricula and programmes. This requires more
emphass on providing high qudity education a al ages and on tregting learners as active
participants. Training programmes, epecidly on new technologies, are particularly relevant in this
context. Addressing the needs of educeation for older persons requires specific strategies as well as
practical messures. (agreed)

45.  Those who work with older persons should receive basic training and retraining for their
tasks. Education and training should be multi-disciplinary in nature and should not be restricted to
high levels of specidisation but should be made available to dl levels and for different functions in
the fiddld of ageing. Older persons themsalves need to be trained in sdf-care and other areas
relevant to maintaining their qudity of life. (agreed)

46.  Thetraditiona ordering of education, work and retirement is no longer vaid. The education
system will necessarily have to be adapted in order to support increased flexibility during the life

course. (agreed)

47.  The population of the UNECE countries are now better educated than ever before and
older persons are potentia resources for educational and other programmes for the exchange of
knowledge and experience. Nevertheess, many chalenges dill face the educational systems.
Promoting ways to eradicate functiond illiteracy and to improve basic education levels of older
persons, including older migrants and older members of minorities, vocationd training, and adult and
late-life education should be recognised as a productive investment, which not only results in
positive returns in terms of economic growth, but dso improves the quality of life and overal socid
development of older persons. In this regard, the role played by educationa ingtitutions for older
persons, such as by universties of the third age, needs to be further recognised and supported.
These, in a number of countries, have proved to be important means of enabling participation and
involvement of older persons in society. Also, the discrepancy between the knowledge and skills
that younger persons obtain in the educationd system and the exigencies of the economy ought to
be recognised and addressed, as this will affect pogtively dl age groups. It will, inter dia, enable
younger persons to enter more eadly the labour market, relieving the problems created by the
decline in the ratio between the economicaly active and nontactive population, which affects
adversdly the social security system. (agreed)

48.  Thefollowing objectives need to be met in order to fulfil this commitment:
Facilitate and encourage life-long learning (agreed)

49.  Beddes promoting employability of older workers through access to professond training
and retraining, it is necessary to adjust education ingditutions to the needs of persons in retirement
induding early retirement. In order to prepare those who are about to retire, pre-retirement
programmes need to be provided to help them adapt to changes in their lifestyle and to adjust to
these changes. The need to find an dternative purpose in life through new interests and occupations
should be taken into account in adult educationd schemes. (agreed)

50. Ongite learning methods by trainers should be developed, where appropriate, to teach older
persons the skills to handle technological tools for daily life, to use the new communication
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technologies, and to train their cognitive, physica and sensory skills. Specid consderation has to be
given to training of trainers within the group of persons who care for older persons who live in
indtitutional settings, or who provide community care services for older persons. (agreed)

51. Theincreasng life-gpan and rapid socia change pose specific chdlenges for the educationd
system, which need to be addressed as part of the work towards this objective. Specia emphasis
should be put on building awareness among learners of al ages of life choices and their short-term
and long-term consequences in terms of life styles and career prospects. School curricula should
take into account the need to prepare for lives of continuous change that require flexible attitudes
and skills. These curricula should put particular emphasis on the strategies for meking life choices.
The importance of learning for innovation should be recognised by dl actorsinvolved and should be
encouraged through targeted policies and programmes. To achieve this, new didactic methods need

to be used. (agreed)

Ensure that the educational system achieves better employability of all persons
(agreed)

52. It is important that forma schooling, besides transmitting human vaues and basic Kills,
meets the needs of a competitive, knowledge-based economy and the needs of young people
preparing to enter the labour market, or for those wishing to upgrade their skills. Therefore actions
should be taken to establish closer links between educationd inditutions and employers and
encourage employers to provide on-the-job training. Policy actions should be taken to increase —
within the concept of life-long learning — the employability of older persons, thus supporting them to
maintain and further develop their specific knowledge and skills. (agreed)

53.  Education programmes should be devel oped, recognised and made available to everyone at
al ages. Measures should be taken to encourage regular participation in school lifein dl its aspects
to increase retention rates and limit dropouts. Special programmes should aso be developed for
those who have left the formal education sysem early in order to facilitate their integration/re-
integration into the labour market. Poor education may have negetive repercussons throughout the
life course and lead to unemployment, difficulties to find quaified jobs, low payment and
consequently bad standards of living. This may aso lead to poor hedth, premature onset of disease
and increased mortdity rates. (agreed)

54. Formd schooling, including educational and vocationd training programmes should reinforce
gender equality and avoid Stereotyping roles. The specific actions to be undertaken could include
introducing gender senditive curricula, education and training for jobs with good prospects, specific
programmes in order to motivate and empower girls and women to take up technologica jobs as
well as specific programmes to prepare for re-entry into the labour market, in particular for older

women. (agreed)
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COMMITMENT 7

TO STRIVE TO ENSURE QUALITY OF LIFE AT ALL AGES AND MAINTAIN
INDEPENDENT LIVING INCLUDING HEALTH AND WELL-BEING (agreed)

55.  Good hedthis avitd individua asst, and a the same time a high overdl levd of hedth of
the population is vitd for economic growth and the development of societies. In this context, the
long-term objective of hedth palicies in the UNECE region should be to ensure that increased
longevity is accompanied by the highest atainable sandard of hedth, as defined by the World
Hedth Organization as "the gate of complete physical, menta and socid well-being and not merdly
the absence of disease or infirmity”. Policies should promote life-long hedth, by reducing the risk
factors, including the environmenta, associated with mgor diseases, particularly chronic and
noncommunicable diseases, through hedth promotion and disease prevention activities, by
providing a continuum of affordable, accessble and quality health and socid services. Such policies
will increase qudity of life and ensure the continued contributions of older persons to society.
Hedthy older people are a resource to their families, communities and the economy. This can only
be achieved through a haligic and life-long approach integrating physica, mentd, socid, spiritud
and environmenta factors. Older persons, especidly those who are dependent on care, must be
closdly involved in the design, implementation, ddivery and evauation of policies and progranmes
to improve the hedth and well-being of ageing populations. (agreed)

56. The evidence on what determines hedth suggests that economic, socid, culturd,
environmental and behaviourd factors are reliable predictors on how well both individuds and
populations age. Environmenta, agricultura, trangport, financia, taxation, consumer protection,
housing, education, employment, socid protection and other policies have a profound influence on
hedth and wel-being. Improvements in the economic and socid Stuation of older persons in
particular will result in better hedlth and well-being. (agreed)

57. In order to meet the challenges of ageing populations, including older persons with
disabilities, it is crucid that socia and hedlth services place increased emphasis on hedth promoation,
disease prevention and physicad and mentd rehabilitation, which incorporates a life-long approach
to pogtive hedlth. The continuum of care provison needs to be from the primary care sector to the
secondary and tertiary care sectors, fully utilisng the skills of al hedth care providers. It is crucid
that socia and health services promote independence and assist older personsto participate fully in

all aspects of society. (agreed)

58.  Adeguate long-term care is part of a continuum, which ams a maintaining the highest level
of wel-being of dl persons. Long-term care depends heavily on informd caregivers in families and
communities, which requires that they be properly supported through community-based
programmes. In particular, it is necessary to recognise and support the contribution of older persons

in family care. (agreed)

59. Older persons should, where possible, have the right to choose between different options of
long-term care. Whenever this is not possible their legd representative should give consent as to
where they are cared for. Geriatric and gerontological assessment is an effective instrument to
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determine whether inditutiondisation is required. Where inditutiondisation is unavoidable, it is
imperative that the dignity and individuaity of the older person be protected. (agreed)

60. Mentd aswel asphyscd hedth in old age are issues of greet sgnificance, especidly for the
oldest old. As dementia is a prevdent disease in old age, especidly Alzheimer’s, treatment and
rehabilitation programmes as well as long-term care are of increasing importance in an ageing
world. Strategies to cope with such diseases include diagnosis, medication, psychosociad factors,
cognitive training programmes, traning for caring family members and caring saff and specific
dructures of inpatient care. To help dementia patients live a home for as long as possible, it is
necessary to respond to their specific needs, for security, adequate socid support and home care
sarvices. Specific programmes for psychosocia therapy should help to reintegrate patients
discharged from hospitd. (agreed)

61.  Nursng homes and geriatric certres should be developed to meet the specific needs of
patients suffering from mental diseases. This includes multi-disciplinary geriatric and gerontologica
asessment  (physica, psychologica, socid), counsdling, care trestment and rehabilitation,
accompanied by specific training schemes for care providers. Research should be undertaken,
emphassing the sysemdtic identification of the needs of patients and caregivers. An effective
strategy should be developed to increase the leve, qudity assessment and diagnosis of Alzhemer’s
and related disorders at an early stage of the disease. Alzheimer’s cdls for a multidisciplinary
gpproach that covers the needs of both patients and carers. Psychosocid interventions including
home care services, primary care and day care ingtitutions should contribute to prevent or postpone
the need for patients suffering from menta diseases to Stay in nurang homes or psychiatric

ingtitutions. (agreed)

62.  Paticular attention should be placed on HIV/AIDS, which may affect older persons as
persons a risk of an HIV infection, as HIV-infected persons, as informa and forma caregivers or
as surviving family members. Increasing number of AIDS patients are surviving to old age. Older
persons can be at increased risk of HIV because they are typicdly not addressed by information
campaigns, prevention, and counselling. Moreover, HIV/AIDS diagnosis among older persons is
difficult because symptoms can be mistaken for other immunodeficiency syndromes that occur in
older persons. There B an urgent need to expand gender specific educationa programmes on
HIV/AIDS in the fied of geriarics and gerontology curricula and in education and prevention
programmes on health for older people. (agreed)

63.  The provision of paliative care” and itsintegration into comprehensive hedlth care should be
supported. To this end, standards should be developed for training in paliaive care, and
multidisciplinary approaches encouraged for al service providers of palietive care. It is necessary
to create and to integrate indtitutional and home-based services and to intensfy interdisciplinary and
aspecific training in paliative care for al professons concerned. (agreed)

64.  While more knowledge, information and hedth education is important a any age, thisis
even more S0 at older age. The evidence shows that decisions to adopt health-enhancing

! Pdlliative care’s definition based on WHO is active total care of patients whose disease is not
respongive to curative trestment, namely by controlling pain and other symptoms of the disease and
offering psychological, socid and spiritua support to patients and their families.
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behaviour, for example hedthy and adegquate nutrition, physica exercise, are often constrained
by the broader physica, socia, economic and cultural environments, which influence the choices
that individuas, groups and locd communities make. The use of tobacco products, unhedthy
diet, excessive dcohol consumption, drug abuse, and physica inactivity are harmful to hedth at
al ages and have cumulaive negative effects at older ages. It is never too late to adopt hedthy
lifestyles. Engaging in appropriate physical activity, hedthy egting, no smoking and using acohol
in moderation or not a al can prevent disease and functiond decline, extend longevity and
enhance qudity of life. Policy makers need to recognise the risks to hedth of unhedthy lifestyles
and take gppropriate multisectora action to prevent them. The importance of hedthy lifestylesis
often overlooked and should be addressed by policy makers, communicators and the broader
public, especidly as older persons are often arole modd for younger generations. (agreed)

65. Governments should encourage the safe use of medication, household chemicas and other
potentidly harmful products by requiring manufacturers to indicate the necessary warnings and clear
ingtructions for use. (agreed)

66. Condraints to hedth other than on the individud level derive from harmful and disease-
engendering labour and environmenta conditions. New policies and programmes which focus on
hedthy working conditions that enable people to stay hedthier and work longer should be
developed on dl leves, including by government authorities, employers associations, trade unions
and hedlth services. (agreed)

67.  Access to a wide range of tailor-made affordable socid services that recognise that older
people are not one homogeneous group, but rather have different socid and cultura needs, is
essentid for their well-being, whether they need support to live in their own homes, or ingtitutiond
care. Older persons need to be made aware of the range of socid and hedth services available in

their country. (agreed)

68.  Thefollowing objectives need to be met in order to fulfil this commitment:

Promote health and well-being over the entire life course, by mainstreaming health
through inter-sectoral policies (agreed)

69. Promoting hedth and well-being over the entire life course requires an inter-sectora
approach. This gpproach has to be developed taking into account the views and needs of older
persons, while supporting their independent living. Governments and other concerned actors
should, therefore, provide incentives that facilitate sectora involvement and intersectord co-
operation. These incentives and measures should be based on hedthimpact and functiond ability
asessments, which will not only look a the hedth consequences of policy decisons
retrospectively, but aso address the likely hedth consequences of future actions. All sectors
should be held accountable for the effects of their policies and actions on hedth. More broadly,
the socid, economic and environmenta determinants of heglth should be fully taken into account in
policy development. The gender perspective should be given particular importance and gender
inequdities in hedth over the life course, including the higher mortdity of men, should be
addressed. In this connection, dl hedth care measures should be developed, improved and
evauated for thar effects on men and women, within the scope of gender mainsireaming. In order
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to evduate the effects and take appropriate action, it is necessary to collect data and have
detidics that are differentiated by both sex and age. (agreed)

Ensure equal access to health and social services including long-term care for
persons of all ages (agreed)

70.  Ensuring equa access to effective health and socid services, irrespective of age and gender,
should be the guiding principle in achieving this policy objective. Targeted efforts should be
undertaken to decrease gender, age, race and income-related inequdities in access to hedth and
socid services. Specid attention should be paid to older persons living in rurd or remote aress,
who often have difficulties accessing hedth and socid services. (agreed)

71.  Whileindependent living is desrable in principle, living in resdentiad accommodation for
older persons may be an appropriate aternative where ahigh leve of professond standards are
offered and socid exclusion is avoided. However for these conditions to be met, residentid
accommodeation should be accessible in al respects, the dignity of older persons should be ensured,
adequate socid facilities and adequate facilities for older persons with physica and menta
disabilities should be present. (agreed)

72.  Policies and programmes should be established to provide conditions for independent living
in the community, as wel as hedth and long-term care for those who need them. Support and
incentives should be given to those providing both formal and informal care. Further, a more equa
sharing of caring respongbilities between men and women should be promoted through public
policies and other means. Actions to achieve this objective include the design of appropriate
primary hedth care services and programmes to respond to needs and expectations in hedth
promotion, disease prevention, care and rehabilitation. This needs to be done by government
authorities with the participation of loca communities and other interested partners (nter_dia,
patients organisations and consumer organisations). (agreed)

73.  The management of hedth services should respect the principle that primary hedth care
should play a leading role, while referras to secondary and tertiary hospital care should be limited
to cases requiring pecidist kills and facilities. The ultimate god is to provide a continuum of care,
including both community-based care for chronic hedth problems as well as prevention, acute care,
and rehabilitation. Comprehensve mental hedlth services should be developed. Care for dder
persons with disabilities should promote the maintenance of their maximum functiona capacity, their
independence and autonomy. Pdliative care should be accessible for al older persons suffering
from panful or incurable illness or disease. Governments need to adopt, in co-operation with other
actors, sandards for the quality of care services regardiess of the setting in which care is being
provided. In view of the strong demand for providing care a home, it is increasingly important to
creete effective support srategies for informal caregivers. Such support strategies should include
financid support, information and training. In designing and implementing policies and programmes,
governments should ensure that ethica issuesin old age are taken into account. (agreed)

74.  Hedth and socid services, public and private, should be better co-ordinated and integrated.
Appropriate case management systems should be applied in order to make available the needed
range of services, including medica services, home-care services and psychologica support, both
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on an in-patient and outpatient basis. There is a need to develop and ensure observance of training
and qudity standards. Governments should fecilitate the avalability of assdtive devices and
gppliances to older persons so thet they can prolong their independent living. (agreed)

75.  The ageing of populations in the region requires that formd and informd care providers
possess adequate professiona as well as persona qudifications and skills. Education and or-going
training programmes for professonds in the field of hedth care and socid services at dl leves
should be offered and enhanced taking into account the evolving needs of older persons. Training
for informa care providers should aso be ensured. To reach old age in good hedth and well-being
requires efforts throughout life and an environment within which such efforts can succeed.
Furthermore, the qudity of life and independence of older persons through sdlf-care, hedth
promotion, prevention of disease and disability requires new orientation and skills among older

persons themselves. (agr eed)

Ensure appropriate financing of health and social services for persons of all ages

(agreed)

76.  The actions to be undertaken to attain this objective should be based on the understanding
that disbursement of hedlth and socid resources should be efficient, equitable and sustainable. Older
persons should have equal access to the necessary hedth care and should not be discriminated
agang because of their age. Hedth priorities should be determined in a trangparent fashion, and
sufficient financid resources should be alocated to the achievement of the defined prioritiesin order
to optimise hedth gains. The effect of funding and resource alocation on hedlth service ddlivery and
the hedth of the population should be monitored. (US: delete the fallowing sentence) (EU:_keep
reference ta insurance or taxation) Participation in collective funding, (Russa:

tnsurance-or-taxatton,) (Malta: or other means) should be promoted in line with the principle of
solidarity Socid security schemes, in the form of sckness insurance, hedth insurance, long-term
care insurance and disability insurance can play where gppropriate an important role as a means to

provide these services)) (Next to last sentence pending, otherwise agreed)
Enable people to make healthy choices (agreed)

77. Governments, loca authorities and other concerned actors should facilitate the adoption of
hedthy life-styles, by encouraging people of al ages to engage in gppropriate physica activity,
adopt hedthy diets, avoid smoking and excess acohol consumption, and opt for other hedth
related behaviours, that prevent disease and functiona decline, extend longevity and enhance qudity
of life This should be achieved through a range of policies, including appropriate information
campaigns and education garting at an early age that enable people to make hedthy choices. This
should dso be accomplished by ensuring an enabling and supportive environment through
gppropriate housing policies, urban planning and other measures that provide affordable, barrier
free, and age-friendly living environments. (agr eed)
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COMMITMENT 8
TO MAINSTREAM A GENDER APPROACH IN AN AGEING SOCIETY (agreed)

78.  Addressing the consequences of demographic change from a gender perspective is crucid
for improving the Stuation of older persons, especialy older women, in society and in the economy.
The socid and economic Stuation of women and men, especidly for older persons, is not the same
snce they are affected differently by social, economic and demographic changes. Moreover, there
IS grest diversty in the working and living conditions of both men and women among countries thet
are a different stages of development in the region. At the same time, achieving gender equdity in
al aress of public and private life should be a priority for the development of societies for al ages.

(agreed)

79.  Caegivers to older persons are predominantly women and are to be consdered as a
priority for policy action. Governments should promote measures to encourage and make possible
an equal sharing of family and care responghilities between women and men, induding by improving
the supply of childcare facilities and responding gppropriately to the growing needs for daily care
servicesfor older persons. High qudity care facilities for children and older persons should be made
available so that care may be provided by persons other than the immediate family. There is a need
to provide more and better opportunities to combine work and family life through the
implementation of family friendly policies, including provison of affordable and accessble high
quaity care facilities for children, but aso for older persons living with their families. It isimportant
to look at issues concerning the rights and possibilities for older persons not taken care of by the
immediate family. It isimportant to take measures to maintain the rights and potentia of these older
persons, and make sure that reconciliation among the older persons, the family and society be
secured through the organisation of care facilities. (agreed)

80. Many women, particularly older women, are dlill a a disadvantage in the economy and in
the labour market. They often receive lower wages, have lower levels of socid protection than men,
are underrepresented in decison-making postions, and experience barriers to achieve sufficient
forma education and adequate vocationd training. As a consequence of the traditiona gender
specific divison of work and family responshilities, they gill perform most of the domestic work
and are the key providers of care for children and older persons. Moreover, women are more often
living in poverty and subject to socid exclusion. (agreed)

8l.  Thefadlowing objectives need to be met in order to fulfil this commitment:

Achieve full gender equality (agreed)

82. Governments should take measures to maingream gender issues and to remove dl
obstacles to achieving gender equdlity, to diminate al forms of discrimination againgt women and to
promote the advancement and empowerment of women throughout their entire life cycle. In
particular, the economic and socia independence of women should be promoted. Measures should
be taken to ensure equa accessto and equa trestment in educeation, hedth care, socia protection,
employment, vocationd training and justice. Measures should aso be taken to encourage the
participation of women in politics, as voters and candidates, and to foster their equal participationin

decision-making processes and leadership. (Russian Fed., Haly Seer delete the rest of the
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paragraph) Governments should address the specific exigencies of women's hedth, (US_delete
text propased by EU) (EU, Swaitzerland: including reproductive and sexual health,) provide
opportunities for older women to advocate on hedlth issues that concern them and encourage their
participation in developing programmes, S0 as to address better the problems older women
themsdves identify. In this context, explicit short- and long-term time bound targets or measurable
goas should be set, and where eppropnate guotas and/or other measures could be considered.

Realise full equality between women and men in their contribution in the economy

(agreed)

83.  Governments should promote the economic rights of women, particularly older women,
including their equa access to and equal control over economic and other resources (such as loans
for business), employment and gppropriate working conditions. They should enact and enforce
legidation to ensure equa pay for equal work or work of equd vaue for women and men, to
protect women, and especidly older women, againg any form of gender-related discrimination in
the labour market. Governments should take gppropriate measures to facilitate the reconciliation of
family life with paid work for both women and men and to overcome persstent gender-related role
stereotypes. Companies should be encouraged to develop corresponding arrangements and change
exiging practices and policies in order to improve the career prospects of women, encourage
femade entrepreneurship, combat sexud harassment at the workplace and help women and men to
reconcile family responsibilities with their Stuation a the workplace. (agreed)

Ensure gender equality of access to social protection and social security systems

(agreed)

84.  Governments and where gppropriate social partners should ensure that women can
participate in and benefit from full and equal access to socid protection systems. Socia protection
policies should be reviewed where gppropriate in order to take full account of the work and care
responsibilities of women and men throughout the life cydle. (agreed)

Promote shared responsibilities of women and men within their families (agreed)

85.  Governments should promote messures to encourage and facilitate equal sharing of family
and care respongbilities between women and men. This could be achieved through the
implementation of family-friendly policies, the provision of more and better opportunities to combine
work and family life, providing affordable and high-quadlity care fadilities for children and for older
persons living with their families. It isimportant to take measuresto maintain the rights and potentia
of older persons, including those who are without families, or who are not taken care of by their
immediate families. (agreed)
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COMMITMENT 9

TO SUPPORT FAMILIES THAT PROVIDE CARE FOR OLDER PERSONS AND
PROMOTE INTERGENERATIONAL AND INTRA-GENERATIONAL SOLIDARITY
AMONG THEIR MEMBERS (agreed)

86.  Thefamily isthe basic unit of society and as such should be strengthened. It is entitled to
receive comprehensive protection and support. In different cultura, political and socid systems
various forms of the family exist. Therights, capabilities and responghbilities of family members must
be respected. Families are the mgjor agent of sustainable socia development and the preservation
of asociety’svaues. They are dso akey dement of sability in communities. Together with
communities, they provide a vitd framework for the growth and well-being of their members and
for intergenerationa and intra- generationd solidarity. It iswithin families and communities that
children are born, nurtured, sociaised and prepared to take on the responsibilities of learning,
work, parenthood participation and solidarity. It is aso within families and communities that
traditionaly older persons interact with members of younger generations, are cared for and

eventually pass awvay. (agreed)

87.  Population change and ageing are pardlded by a profound transformetion of families. Their
average Sze is decreasing, the number of generations within the multigenerationa families is
increasing, and each succeeding generation tends to be smdler than the preceding one. The picture
is made more complex by the increasing ingability of unions. Particularly in higher age, remote
relatives and smd|l informa networks such as neighbours and friends play an important role and can
be consdered as family networks. Changing economic and socia environments aso have an impact
on the qudity of life of families, influencing family rdations and modifying the roles the different

members play. (agreed)

88.  Family policies and/or policies amed a achieving equd opportunities among family
members vary in the different countries of the region. Their components include legidation,
regulations and programmes that are designed to achieve specific objectives for the family as a
whole, or for its individual members. Policy gpproaches should respond to the consequences of
changes in the structure of families and in the role of itsindividud members. (agreed)

89.  Thefollowing objectives should be part of this commitment

Respond to the needs and changing roles of individual family members and
strengthen intergenerational and intra-generational solidarity (agreed)

90.  Governments should initiate or strengthen policies and programmes to address the specid
needs of al members of the family, respecting their rights, capacities and responsbilities. In order to
do s0, they should support, protect and strengthen the family to respond adequatdly to the needs of
its members through the promotion of socid, economic and family policies that simulate and favour
intergenerationd and intra-generational solidarity. An important eement in this respect is ensuring
equdity between men and women throughout their lives particularly regarding the digtribution of
reponghilities in terms of work and income, care of dependent family members and socid

protection. (agreed)
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91. Older persons contribute to the well-being of thar familiesin different ways, including tasks
related to the care of children and other family members. Governments should promote awareness
regarding the contribution older persons make to society and adopt measures to help families ded
with the growing responghilities of their older members, in order to improve their situation. Socid
infrastructures should be improved to address the responsihilities families bear in terms of the dally
needs of caring for their members. It is dso important to point out that as well as families,
communities, organisations and associations play a reevant role when providing support and

informal care. (agreed)

(US Malta, Russian Federation: Paras 92 — 95 to be deleted.)
(Sadtzerland: keep paras 92 — 95)

(US Malta: delete the abjective) Support the (EU: famity families) in coping with the social
and economic consequences of demographic change) (pending)

92.  (US_delete the fallowing paragraph) (Chair: Families are exposed to a multitude of

social and economic changes and gover nments should offer a wide variety of individual-
related and family-related programmes) Families Quitzerland: , particularly those who)
(EU: (Suitzerland: that) provide care for older persons) are entitled to receive comprehensve
protection and support in performing their societal and developmenta functions. In this regard,
governments should drive to design, implement and promote family friendly policies and services,
including affordable, accessble and quality care services for children and other dependants,
parental and other leave schemes and campaigns to sengtise public opinion and other relevant
actors on equd sharing of employment and family responghbilities between women and men.)

(Rending)
(Rusia . )

93. (EU, Czech Republic: retain the paragraph) (US Malta, Russian Federation: delete
the paragraph) Governments (EU: shalt should, to counter the ageing of populations)
promote policies that enable couples and individuas to decide fredly and responsibly the number,
gpacing and timing of children, but aso support them in achieving their desired number of children.
In paticular, policy (EU: shet should) attempt to close the gap EU.: ;-documented-inmany
Eoropean—surveys;) between the actuad and the desred number of children by providing more
generous benefits to families and by seeking better arrmgements for comblnl ng (Eu pareﬁﬂﬂood

aﬁd—pad-eﬁpfoymeﬂt Work and farnlly life). (Eu

94. (EU, Switzerland: retain the paragraph) (US Malta, Russian Federation: delete the
paragraph) Governments should take into account the needs of young families with limited (EU:
means income) and am a improving the conditions of housng EU: finance allocations) for
(EU: targe) families (EU: in a Stuation of vulnerability). Central and local governments should
am to adapt the infrastructure of towns to the needs of families and to enable generations to live
together if they so wish. (EU:_delete rest of para) Particular atention should be given to making
towns more friendly towards children and the elderly, with the purpose of increasing their
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paticipation in urban life through a better planning of services and facilities, aso taking into
account safety issues) NGQs: this planning is to be achieved in collaboration with the
population groups concer ned) (pending)

(LLS_MaLta,_Russan_EerHanon_delﬂe_the_paLagLaph) Governments should creete enabling

environments that provide ample opportunity for family associations to express themselves
collectively and, as users of goods and services, by establishing local, regiona and nationa (EU:
consuttation r epr esentation) machinery. (pending)

COMMITMENT 10

TO PROMOTE THE IMPLEMENTATION AND FOLLOW-UP OF THE REGIONAL
IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGY THROUGH REGIONAL CO-OPERATION (agreed)

96. Asit wasagreed in the Madrid Internationa Plan of Action on Ageing 2002, the systematic
review of implementation of the Internationd Plan of Action on Ageing by Member States of the
United Nations is essentid for its success in improving the qudity of life of older persons and the
socid coheson in society. The United Nations Regiond Commissions have responshility for
trandating the Madrid Internationd Plan of Action 2002 into regiona action plans in which avil
society and other relevant stakeholders should be closdy involved. They should also assist upon
request nationa inditutions in implementation and monitoring of their actions on ageing. The
Commission for Socid Development is responsible for the globa follow-up and appraisa of the
Madrid Internationad Plan of Action on Ageing 2002 and will decide on their moddlities a its next

session. (agreed)

97.  UNECE member states have the primary responsbility for the implementation and follow-
up of the Regiond Implementation Strategy (RIS). This follow-up should focus on strengthening co-
operation among UNECE member gates in the fidd of ageing and should dlow for an effective
exchange of information, experience and best practices. Member sates should provide
opportunities for civil society, including NGOs, and other reevant stakeholders to co-operate in this

process. (agreed)

98.  Thefollow up process to the RIS will be done by member states at the national level and
within the exiging framework of meetings of the UNECE, including as appropriate at its annud
sesson under the item on follow-up to world conferences. Thiswould dlow the UNECE secretariat
to provide government delegations with information on relevant implementation activities within the
region. The UNECE secretariat could also suggest to member states specific priority issues to be
andysed in depth and, when appropriate, guiddines for reporting requirements in the follow-up
process, to ensure that this follow-up is in line with the overdl implementation of the Madrid
International Plan of Actionon Ageing 2002. (agreed)

99. In contributing to this process NGOs should follow the rules of procedure of the
Commission. The UNECE secretariat will assst member states upon request, with implementing the
RIS and in ther evauation of the achievements of the RIS at the nationa level supported by experts
of the intergovernmenta organisations and interested NGOs relevant in the field of ageing. (agreed)
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100. Teaking into account decisons by the Commisson for Socid Development on the globd
follow-up, UNECE member states will take, as early as possible, further decisions on procedures
and timing regarding the regiond follow-up. A firg overdl assessment of the implementation of the
whole RIS and its timing and moddities should be determined in line with the Commission’s

decisions. (agreed)

101. Follow-up activities to the implementation of the RIS by the UNECE secretariat must be
financed within existing resources. As stated in paragraph 112 of the Madrid International Plan of
Action on Ageing 2002, the Economic and Socid Council could consider strengthening the capacity

of UNECE. (agreed)

102. Bearing in mind the necessity to avoid any duplication of work, the follow-up to the RIS
should be in line with the overdl implementation of the Madrid Internationd Plan of Action 2002
and be consgtent with the procedures and timing of its globa monitoring and review. This process
should rely basicaly on the work carried out by dl reevant indtitutions, particularly those in the
aress of statigtics, indicators, training and research. (agreed)



