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IETTER DATED 18 MAY 1949 FRCM THE REPRESENTATIVE OF INDIA TO THE
PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL CONCERNING
THE HYDERABAD QUEGTTON

I heve the honour to refer to the document S/Agenda 425 indicating
thet a meeting of the Security Council has been called for the purpose of
congZdering the Hyderabad queaticn on 19 May 1949, I em to invite
attenticn to the previous letters on the subject:

1. Letter dated 24 November 1CUE from the Leadler of the Indian

Delegéﬁion to'tha President of the Secwrity Council (circulated

as S/1089).

2. Tetter dated 10 December 1948 from the Sscretary-Genmeral, .

Ministry of External Affairs, Govermment of India, to the

Assgistant £ -~retary-General in charge of Security Council

Affeirs, United Nations {circulsted as 5/1115),

3. letter dated 13 December 1948 from the representative of

India to the President of the Security Council (circulated es

s/112k),

I am to emphasize once again that there never was any dispute or
situation in Hydersbed likely to endanger the mzintensmce of international
peace and security or to lead to internationsl friction; and since the
withdravel of the complaint by the Nizam of Hyderabsd, there has never
been even the semblance of any such dispute of situation, It 1s cnly &
digpute or situstion of such en interrstional character that cen be dealt
with by the Security Council under the Charter, Pakistan, is, therefore,
not competent to invoke the jurisdiction of the Security Council on this
question, .

All mntters relating to Hydersbad ere now regularly dealt with by
the Government of India as matters of domestic jurisdiction; guestlons
are put and answers are given on all such matters in the Indian
Constituent Assembly to which the Governwent of Indie is responsible, India
contains 25 to 30 millions of Muslims who are duly representeé. in the

Constituent Assembly; and out of fourteen members of the Indian Cebinet s
two are Muslims, two are Christians, one 1s a Sikh, end two

beiang to the Scheduled Castes, Any grievances which thn
Musilms in any part of India may have can be and sre voiced in

that Assembly; this 1s at once & safeguard sgainst incorrect
Jor mxsgmerated




S/] seh
Page 2

or exagrerated stotements and & means of securing prompt redress of genulne
grisvences,

As was stated in te letter dated 10 December 1948, to the Assistant
Sacretary=General in charge of Security Council Affairs ( S/lll’i, page 2},
there has never bceen any ben or restriction on enyone visiting Hyderabed
%o see things for himsdf; =nd without projudlice to the guestion of
Jurisdiction the Government of India has in the past fwinished the Council
factual information relzbing to conditiuns in the State,

The Government of India deprecates these recurrent attempts to

agitate in the Security Council matters which are not only wholly within
the domestic jurisdicticn of Indla but for the redress of which - go far
aa the ascertained facts call for any redress - adequate constitutlomel
means exigt in India itself . I wouwld réspectfully suggest that the
riodical resuscitation of this subject here serves no useful purpose.
and may have the effect of inflaming communal paésions in India and thus
threatening her intermal tranguillity, For these reagons R I am
resnectfully to urge that the whole subgect of Hydersbad be now rumoved
from the agenda of the Security Cour‘cil :
This subject was put on the agend.a of the Security Council in Pa.ris ;
on 16 September 1548, It was, however, madé clear at the tme that the
adoption of the item ""ou__d. not in any way prejudge the: ccmpetence ‘of
the Security Couneil" in the matter. Logically it would seem that the
Council should consider the question of competence beforo heering. eny
statement on the merits. As the Government of India intends to confime
itself %o the question of competence , I am to request that Indiats
representative be given an opportunity, before the Minister for Fore'i‘é:i
Affairs and Comonweelth Relations of Pa.k* stan is caelled upon to speek,
to state more fully the Govemment of Indiats view on the question of

competence as set out in this letter.

(signed) M, Gopela Menon
First Secretary




