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SECURITY | CONSEIL ORIGINAL: ENGLISE
COUNCIL DE SECURITE

IETTER DATED 16 JANUARY 19k9 FROM THE COMMITTEZ OF GOOD GFFICES ON THE
INDONESIAN QUESTICN TC THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL
TRANSMITTING A REFORT CCNCERWING THE EXPERLENCES OF

REPUBLICAN INTERNEES SINCE 19 DECEMBER 1548

15 January 1949,
Sir, . :
Following our telegraphic Report ($/1213) of 16 Jenuary 1949,
concerning the Commitieets visit to Bangks , we have the honour o forwaxrd
bereyith the Report submibted by the Chairman of the Republican delegation
covering the experiences of Republican internees since 19 December, referred
to in peragraph 7 of the Committeels Report.

Wo bave the honour, evc. .
(Signed) R. Eerremens (Belgium)

Chairmzn,

T. K. Critchley {Australia}

R.. Lisle {Unitad States)
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REFORT BY DR. MOED. ROZM, CHAIRMAN OF THE REPUBLICAN DELECATION FOR THE
CCMMITTEE OF GOOD OFFICES

The part of this revort which cencerns events at Kaliurang from
Decc.ber 19, 1948, till December 22, 1948, is based on my own experiences,
as I was there at that time to accompany the Commitiee of Good Offices.

From December 22 till December 31, 1548, I was intorned at the Palace of

the President at Jocja. The account of events at the Palace from December 19,
£11l December 31, 1948, is based on the statements of Dr, A. G. Pringgodigdo,
State Secretary, who was there during this period. Further, this report
concerns my experiences in intermment on the Island of Bangka, where I was
brought with the Vice President, Dr. Hatta, and a small grouv of cther
persons on December 31, 1648, This report alsc includes many events of which
I heard from people who were interned with me in the President?s Palace,

The Dutch Army, which had landed at Meguwo on December 19, 19L4E, began
fb attack President Soekarno's Palace at about 2 p.m. that same day. The
President's bodygnard at Tirst resisted, but at the order of the President
a party went to the Dutch carrying a white flag to inform them that the
Pre;ident‘s bodyguard would no longer offer resigtence. Thereupon a Dutch
officer, Lieutenant Colonel Overteek, came to inform the President that he
and all the people who were in the Palace at the Lime were interned and were
not allowed to leave. He asked the President to give his word of honour that
he would romain there and the President agreed. On that same day, the
Vice-President, Dr. Mohd. Hatta and his family were also interned.

On Monday morning, December 20, 1948, Lieutenant Bakker came to the
President to inform him that ke was to be taken for a meeting with Major
Gereral Meyer., In the afternoon, Captain Vosveld took the President by Jjeep
to Dutch headquarters. According to the President, he was asked at that
meeting to order the TII 10 cease fire. The President, however, replied that
as a prisoner ke was not in a position to do so. General Meyer declzred that
the President was not a priscner but that be was only under house arrest,
vhereuporn the President replied that this amounted to the same thing.

On Wednssday, Decerber 22, 15k8, 2t about 9 a.m, Captain Vosveld came
with the message that the following five people had to prepare to leave Jocja:
(1) President Soekarno, (2) Vice-President Mohd, Hatta, (3) St. §jahrir,
advisor of the Prssident, (4) Dr. Assaat, Chairmen of the KWIP (Centrel
Naticral Indonesian Committee - Provisional Peoplefs Representative Body of
the Republic), who hed attended the Cabinet meeting at the Palace of the
President cn December 19, and who was also taken prigoner, and (5) Dr, A, G.
Pringgodigdo, State Secretary.

/Not long




Not long aftervards Hadll Agus Salinm, Minister for Foreigrn Affairs and
Alr Cormcdore Surisdarms, Chief of the Indonesian Air Force, were aleo trought
to ths Palace of the President and were talten together with the five people
above mentioned to the ailrfield at Maguwo and thence by alrcraft to the
airiield at Bangka. Theore the Prasident, H, A. Salim and St, Sjahrir were
sevarated from the others. Afterwards we learned that these thrze were
taken to Brastagl, Vice-Fresident Mh. Batta and the others were taken to
Menurbing, a smell place on the hills near Muntok (Bangka).

On Monday, December 20th, at about 3 p.m. the Dutch ammy arrived at
Kaliurang. Thke memberg of the Republican Delegatlon and the Delegation
staff, who were at the Delegation Office and in a certain house {"P"},
were sumxoned to the house where the Dutch Commander had established himself,
%o have their namss taken. Before thls house I saw how the male part of the
Indonesian populstion of Raliurang were collected. They were ordered to git
down croms-legged in the middle of the romd, T saw, too, how Dr. Roosdiono
end Paul Hakim (members of the Indonesian Delegetion Secretariat) had to sit
on tke ground while Dutch soldlers were having their meal at the Hotel
Kaliurarg. The other members of the Republican Delegation and the Delegztion
gtaff were not treated in this way. Afterwards Dr, Rocsdiono and Paul Hakim
Joined us. We were all ordered into the house where we were allcwed to sit
on chairg. Affer our names had been talken we were taken back to the
Delegation Office.

When tho military action began, I, as the only member of the Delegation
at Kallurang, was ordered by the Vice-President to stay there with Dr. A. K.
Pringgodigdo, en adviser, in order to be with the GOC, The other members
cf the Delegziion gtaff who remained at Taliurang were thoss who llved ai
Djakarta but had not been zllowed by the Dutch to return to their homes
in Septerber 1948,

The next moming the Dzlegation Office was searched and all typewriters
ard radio sets taker away. On Wednesday, December 22, 1948, we were taken
in a truck to Terbeng Temen Ko, 11-A, Jocja, which was apparently occupied
by a part of the Dutch Military Intelligence. Service, There we were told
tkat we migkt choose a place for curselves and that we must give our address,

I was the only perscn wic was then taken to the President's Palace.

My wife, who had accompanied me all the time at Kaliurang, was allowed to
rettirn howe. Hovever, az my houze at 17 Sagen, Jocja, was already occupied

©y the Dutch Army, my fem'ly was teken to the family of Natsir (Minister

of Informaticn) at 18 Sazen, Jocja; H. A. Salim's family, which w23 forced

to leave its cwn house st Terban Teman 12, was also taken there. Consequently,
Mr, Hatsir's bouse was over-crowded, My wife thevefors went with me to the

Presidentts Palece, where she stayed for some time, At Terban Taman ll-a,
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2ll the archives of the Republican Delegation and my .wm papers which, for
the greater part dealt with the negotiaticns, wers taken by the Dutch, Tue
Dutch officers present were: (1) Captain Vosveld, (2) Captain Treffers,
(3) Lieuterant Bakker, (4) Mr. Biegert, whose militery rank I do not know,

Arriving at the Palace of the President, T found:

(1) Mrs. Soeskamo and the other members of the President’s family,

(2) Mrs, Mchd, Hatta and the other members of the family,

(3) Dr. Ali Sastroamidjojo, Minister of Education and Deputy Chairman
of the Republican Delegaticn, who had been intemed at the Palace
since the 2(th December,

(4) Dr. laoh, Minister of Public Works, also intemed from December 20,
1948,

(5) Mr. Kueman, Minister for Social Affairs, interned as from
Decenber 20,

(6) Prof, Asikin, who was alveady et the Palace before the beginning of *

the military action, as he was to accompany the President to Indla
as the latter!s private physician, .

(7) Mr. Sumarto, Deputy Chief of the Republican Police,

(8) Dr. Icksan, Ass, Secretary of State and his family, whose dwelling
place was the President's Palace, ‘

{9) bor. Rafmoko, Ass, Secretary of State and his family. He had to
move to the Palace of the President as his house, which was in
front of the Palace, was occupied by the Dutch,

(10} Mr. Mutahar, member of the State Secretariat,

(11) Mr, Memed, Cormissary of the State Police,

..... (12) Mr., Nazir Pzmuntjak, high official of the Ministry for Forelan

Affairs, vho had already been appointed Republican Representative

in India as the successor of Dr, Sudarsono,

(13) M. Vengsawidjeja, Secretary of the Vice-Fresident,

{14) Dr. Seubari, Secretary-General of the Ministry of Finance,

(15) Mr. Purubojo Kcloralking, Patih (Deputy Regent) on detachment at
Djambi, who kad been summoned to Jocja by the Government.

Also at tke Palace was the sta®f of the President®s household, making

a total, including children, of about cne hundred persons.

As the prisoners were not ellowed to leave the Palace and were guarded
by the Duteh military police, no commuwmication with people outaide the
Palace was allcwed. During my stay, othsr high Republicans were sent to the
Palace, viz:’

(1) Dr. Leimena, Minister of Public Health and Chairmen of the Security

Cormittee of the Rapublican Delegation. He had bheen taken from hisg:
house.

/(2) Mr. Mohd




(3)
()

(3)

‘6)

(N

H», Mohd, Natsir, Minister of Information. He had been taken from
the hospital where he had been nursed for several days. AL the
time he seemed to have recovered his health,

Dr, Djuanéa, Minister of Communications and Chairman of the
Bconowic and Financial Committee of the Republican Delsgation.,
He kad ‘been_ talkzen from his house.

X1 Hadjaxr Deventoro, member of the Republicap High Advisory
Council and leader of the Taman-Siswa Educational Institute.
de kad been taken from histhome. '

Mr. Sewaka ,. Governor of Weat Java. He had been removed from
the prison 2t Wirogunan, Jocja. '

Dr. Ratulengi, Advisor of the Republican Delegation, ex-
Republican Governor of Geiebes, who bad been Ilnterned by the
Duich on the Taland of Serui,

Dr. Latuharhary, Member. of the Republlcan Delegation.

In the pericd from December 22 +i11 31, 1948, the following people left
the Palance of the President:

(1)
(2)
(3)
(1)

(5)
(8)

(n

Mr. Sumarto,
Mr. Memed,

‘Mr. Mohd. Natsir,

Dr. Ratmoko and family, who were permitted to live outside tke

‘Palace,

Prof, Asikin, who was taken home to Solo,

The family of Mr. Tksan and Mr. Mutahar, who according to
Mrs. Iksan, were to be taken to Semarang,

Mr. Wengsawidjejz, who was allowed to go licme.

I have not been able to find out where the three first-mentioned persons
were taken, 3Defore they left they had been asked whether they were williﬁg
to work with:tke Dutch, Mr, Sumarto had replied that the question of co-

/éperating with tke Dutch was a matter whlch the Government of the Republic
wasg Trying to solve by negotiation.

Food end medicines were sufficient, We were allowed to ligten to the

radio and read Dutch nesspapers such as De Locomotief and Het Bataviaas

Tieysblad, Dr, Ali Sasbtrcamidjojo and Mr, Kusnan told me their familiea were

-2lsc ordsred to leave their houses and that they were given very skort notice

to mzke preparations. For the time being they were given another place.
From Mr. Sevaka, I lezrmed tkat he saw Dr. Setiabudi in the prison.

Dr. Setiabudi whose Dutch name is Touwes Dekker, is an adviser of the

Republican Delegation, Fe is already seventy years old and vhen he was taken

/fron
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from Xaliurang to Jocla he was il1l, Though he is a Dubchman he has been
strugzling together with the Indonesians. It seems thet he had not been
treated well in the prison, He had been separated from the others with

the yords "Dog, you must nobt talk with gentlemen.”

I am glad T heard over
the radio thet he is noy nursed in a hogpital,

On the 31st December 1948, Dr, All Sastroamidjojo and I were flown
to Bangka., My wife who hed been with me all the time was to be allowed
to return home. Shortly afterwards I heard that my family had already
returned to Palkiningratan 69, the house where we had'.lived,

In this new internment I was brought together with the Vice-President
Dr, Mohd. Hatta and the other persons whom I have already mentioned.

In the house which had been prepared for us at Muntok we.vere allowed
very little space, even though the house was a tig one, formerly used by
the Bangka Tin Corporation for weekends. The six of us were allotted cne
bed room, six by six metres, in which there were alveady six deds. In
addition, we:were given a space of about & x 10 metres in a large recepticn
roon, This space was separated from the rest of the room by barbed wire,

When I arrived on the 21st December 1948, the barbed wire was being
made and our prison wasg completed on the.lst Januzry 1949. It was therefore
appropriate for Dr. Hatta to remind me of the Linggardjati Agreement, which
I had 21so signed. According to the agreement a free and sovereign United
States of Indonesia would have been formed on the lst January 1949.

_Dr. Hetta spoke with a smile. Ee saw wry humour in the fact that fate and
history had de’stined. us to be imprigoned and without personal freedom, on
the day on which the Dutch by the Linggardjati agreement had promised to
set free oux country,

The armed guard remained before cur room. Each moming and afternoon
werwere allowed to go to the roof garden on top of the house for sunlight
aad fresh alr., So that we could be constantly watched the door of our
rocm ned been vemoved. This caused considerable personal inconvenience and
discomfort, The house was also surrounded with barbed wire, so thet with
the excention of one or two windows in front, the doors and windows could
not be opened,

The food was prepared for ug by a soldier and his wife and was gquite
ta. our tagte, Dr, Witkemp from Muntok came at lsast once a wesek and took
8001 care of our health, Ve recesived papers and pencils for writing and
we were Dermitted to write to our families at Djocja. Thers were Duitch
neustapers and wagazines for ug, end every day the provision for reeding
matter improved. We also received booxs from the library of Fangkalpinang,
We have agked for our books in Djocja which we hope will soon arrive,

[e were-allowe




§/1231
Page 7

We were allowed to listen to the radic and in this way we could follow
the march of events both in the country and abroad. What interested us
mest was, of course, the discussions in the Security Council., The
resolution of the Security Council of 24 December 1948, among others, made
an appeal to the Dutch to velease President Sukarno and the other leaders
who kave been detained by the Dutch since 19 December 1948, On December 28,
the Security Council passed a resolution of China which made an appeal to
the Dutch to implement the firgt mesolution - the release of
Presid_ent Sukarno and the other» leaders - and to report to the Security
Coumncil within twenty~-four hours after the resolution had veen carried out, -

Since my transfer to Bangka with Dr, Ali Sagtromidjojo I have not hed

any contact with the people vho were still in custody at Djocja and T do
not know what has befallen them.

On January 8, 1949, we heerd from Redio pustralis that Dr, ven Royen,
the Dutch representative, stated at a meeting of the Security Ccuncil, that
9 Republican leaders had already been set free, four of them, including
Dr, Mohd, Hatta, being on the lsland of Bangka. At that very moment
Dr, Mohd, Hatta was a matter of fact still in eustody in the circumstances
I have just described.

On January 10, Mr. Brouyer, Crown Commissioner of Fast Sumatra, came
to visit us in our plece of internment on the island of Bangks, accompanied
by ¥r. Lion Cachei, Resident of Bangia. Mr. Lion Cachet had visited us
before to see how ;.7e were doinz and what we nseded, Mr. Brouwer sgaid that
he had core to inform us of the decisions of Dr. Beel, vhe High Commissioner
of the Crown. He told us that the Dusch Government no longer recognized the
Republic as a political organization with a territory of her owm, and
accordingly no longer recognized our position. The Dutch Government had

decided to set us free within the 1limits of the island of Bangka, provided

we were prepared to give a wyritten statement that we would refrain from
political activities. Mr. Brouwer went on to state that the Dutch
Government would soon establisz an interim government ; which would mske
prevaraticng for a general election in Indonesia for the purpose of
establishing the United States of Indonesia as was promised in the
declaration of Queen Juliana, Mr. Brouver also explained that our families
would scon be allowed to joiIn us, if we were prspared to give thke above-
rentioned yritten statement, In the name of everyone of us Dr. Hatts
replied that we could not give such a written statement on grounds of
princinle,

On Jonuary 1i, we were delighted to learm from the Dutch radio that the
G.0.C. had zsked the Dutch to be allowed to visit us. The Dutch had asked

the G,0,C. to have a little patience,
/On Janvary 12.
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On January 12, we noticed some improvaments in our place. The barbed
wire strrounding our roou woas removed, so thab our world became g little
lairger. The barbed wire nov only seperated us from the back part of the
house,

On January 13, we hearc over the radio thest the G.0,C. were coming
to Bangka on January 15. We awvaited their arrival with great anxiety. |
On January 1k some further improvements were made, Up to then our room r
contained one small table and 6 cane chairs, a long table end 6 cheirs for 1
our meals. On tPat day we recelved in addition one cuphoard, two writing
desks, a better dining table with 6 chairs, and one table with 6 cane chai:cs.é

On that same day Mr. Boersbekker, the assistant resident of

S Pangkalpinang called, He brought with him writing materials and new
magazines. In additiop, ke told us that the G.0.C. would coms the next
day and would gtay two hours,

I shkall conclude my account with informetion about the incident in
which Dr, Santoso, husband of Dr, Maria Ulfah, s former meuwber of SJehrir!s
Cabinet, becems z victim. On Sundsy, December 19; 1948, Dr. Santoso, who’
wag Secretary-General of the Ministry of Education, wanted to go to Solo.
Though he knew that the Dutch hud already landed at Maguwo, urged as it
gseenied by his semse of duty, he left Djocja in a motor car, accompanied
by Miss Kajatun, official of the Ministry of Education and two other people
one of whom was a woman, In the neighbourhood of Maguwn they were stopped
by soldiers of the Dutch army. They were ordered out of the car and asked
whether they were members of the T.N.I. (Republican forces). They replied
they were not., The two men wers then shot without further ado. The two

""""" woren vho hed accompanied Dr, Szntosc were detained for one day. Thanks
to the efforts of Prof, Dr, Sutomo, the two dead bodies were allowsd to be

S taken for burial.

(Signed) Dr. loharmad Roem
Menumbing, Bangks,

15 January 1949,



