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United Nations | Nations i]mes

SECURITY . CONSEILL -
COUNCIL 7 + = DE SECURITE

LETTER DATED 13 JULY 1948 FRCM THE VICE-CHAIRMAN OF THE ARAB HIGHER COMMITT:Z
FOR PALESTINE AND PRESIDENT OF THE PALESTINE ARAB DELEGATION TO THL UNITED
NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE SFCRFTARY -GENFRAL TRANSMITTING A MEMORANDUM
OF VIOLATIONS OF SZCURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS AND TEE TRUCE
ACREEMENT 3Y THE JEWS IN PALESTINE

I beg to sutmi+ herewith & Memorandum on the Violations of the
Resolutions of the Security Council and the Truce Agreement oy the Jews
in Paleatinpe,

I shall be wery grateful if you will circulate thig memoran.'um to the

honorable members of the Security Council and to the reprecentatives of
other delegations,

(5igned) Jamel Busseini

Vice-Chairman Arab Higher Commit:ee
for Palestine and President of the
Palestine Arab Delegation to the
Unitad Nations
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MEMCRANIUM ON TEE VIOLATICN
OF THE TRUCE BY THE JEWC

SUBMITTED TO THE SECRETARY-CENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS
BY THE ARAB HICHER COMMITTEE DELEGATION

13 July 1948

/MEMORANTUM ON
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MEMORANDUM ON THE VIOLATION CF TRUCE BY THE JEWS T
The Arabs have beep at all times anxious and willing to find & peaceful
end Just solution to the Palestine problem., With all good will amd . .l

gincerity, they have co~cperated with the Unlted Nations and vehemently
pleaded for upholding the principles smbodled 1n the Uplted Netions Charter,
When the Securiiy Council started its deliberaticms for arranglng & Truce
in Palestine, the Arabs co-cperated in the most constructive ménper, “hen
the Trusteeship Council and the Truce Commisslon were discussing cease-fire
and Truce 1in Jerusalem, the Arabs submitted comstructive suggestions and
co-averated fully with these veodles,

Zionist propagandists end some politicians, who are led under the
influence of power politics to speask against thelr conscience, are spreeding
the falsehood thet it 1s the Arabs who are responsible for the resumpticn of
fighting in Palestine, These allegations are not supported by the events
in Pelestine. Op the contrary, events of the last month in that country
show that it was the Zionista who have obstrycted the Truce, heve violated
the Truce Agreement and have acted contrary to, the letter and spirit of
the resclutions of the United Nations orgens.

EWS VIOIATE THEE I=TTER AND SPIRIT CF THE RESOLUTION
ADOPTED BY THE SECURLITY COUNCIL ON THE 17TH OF APRIL, 1548

On the 17th of April, the Security Council adopted a resolution for
the "immediate cessation of acts of violence in Palestine, and to establish
conditions of peace and order In that country”. It called upon Arebs and
Jews to cease all activitles of a milltary or para-military nature, to
refrain from bringing into Palestine armed men or fighting personnel or
importing or acquiring arms end ammnition, to refrain frcm any political
activity which might prejudice the rights, claims or posltions of elther
community, end to refrein frem actlens which would endanger the safety of
the Holy Places. '

The Arabs eccepted the seid rescluticn and were ready and willing to
co-operaete fully in effecting the Truce, The Zicnists, op the other hend,
rejected the said resolution under the plea that they could not abstain’
from their politicel activity to ensure the estaplishment of a Jewish
neticnel home. Consequently tkey committed meny irresponsibvle end crimipal
acte which constitute & violation of the letter and spirit of the saidl
resoluticn,

Cn the 8th of May an Arab dslegation, repregenting the Arab Leegus,
agreed with the British High Ccrmissioner and the Truce Cemmission to
effect a ceese-fire in Jerusalem and, copnsequently, the Arabs ceased fire
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“on the 9th of May. On the 12th of May the British High Commissioner
";camunicated to the Arabs the Truce conditions concerning Jerusalem, which -
"contained arrangements %o cease~flre, and for Truce om the basis af keeping
the status quo, The Arabs accepted these arrasngements unconditionally.
The Jews accepted half-ieartedly, and the cease-fire weg actuslly kept for
two days. But the Jewa, in violation of these arraengements, started to
ocoury new vuildings and pleces in Jerusalem such as the Post 0ffice and
other Government buildings,
In order to obgtruct Truce negotiaticng, the Jews attacked the French
Consulate, the meeting place of the Security Council Truce Commission.
In & cable dated 16th of Mey, addressed tc the President of the Security
Council, the French Comaul General stated:

"I nave vainly protested to the Jewish Agency about the attacks
commitied against the Conaulate General by Jewish posts which have
ocperated since 1k Mey noon. These attacks seem to have for their
pi:rgose the prevention of the functlonlng of our observation past,
which had noted the vioclation of the coase-fire order by the Jews
and which order would have allowed the arrival of Arab delegates,"
(See 5/7.7.296).

This vroach of the Truee is clearly described in a cabvle by

Joseph ¥, McCabe, member of the Secretariat of the Truce Commission, sent

on the 18th of May and received by the U, S, Mission on the

16th of Mey, 1948, Mr. McCabe szatea'

"It was understood the.t both Jews and Arabs agreed to the
v coniinuation of the cease-~fire on the basie of the stetus quo,,..

The Jewish Llaison Officer was asked to explain why the Jews were
moving into builldings in Jeruselem in cdntz-avention of the. status qQUO. ass
The Cormrission (Truce Commission) unanimously deplored this move,
which had been s source of cohsidarable eﬁherréséméhtL in view of .

the Arzvs' sesumption that the Jewish movements into vacated

buildings, which were obviously liable %o misintarprétation by

Arabs, could be regerded es & breech of the status .quo sgresments, "

On the lith of May the Jews in breach of the Security Council
resolution, declared & so-called Jewish State in e part of Palestins.

Cn the ltth of My also, the Jews broke the Truce apd ettacked the
old elty of Jeruselem and engeged the Arabs in fierce fighting. The same
dey Jeuws starited on an offensive egainst most of the Arab guerters in the
Bew Clty of Jerusalem,

During cne month - between the 15th of April and the l4th of May, 1948 .
the Jeys lcoted property and fwmniture from Arab dwellings snd business
Joremises. o




. premises. They plundered Arab goods frum ahops and atorehouses in H°ifa, L
f..]*'a‘ffa, Tiverias, Safed and Jerusalem. S
- In violation of the Securdity Council Truce resolution, the Jews not
+only endangered the safety of the Holy Places but desecrated, daméged and
destroyed a considerabls number of these Holy Places. According to the
manifesto, lsaued in Jerusalem on the lst of June, 1548, by the Union of
Christien Churches in Palestine, the Jews occupled and used ten Christian
relisious end humenitarien places and institutions in Jervsalem as milifary
bases, They destroyed or dameged fourteen Holy Places and religious
Institutions by their shellfire, The manifesto of the Christian Unicn runs:
"We can state thet the largest part of the shells falling on
the Holy Serulchre apnd on churches, cenvents and Christlan™ )
institutions are of Jewish origin,,,. To declare the truth end en
objective fact we add: The Arzbs have stated they resvected the
Holy Places, the churches, the convents and the Red Cross institutions.,
In fact, they have respecited them up to the present time,"
VIOLATION BY JEWS OF THE RESOLUTION OF THE SECURITY CCUNCIL
OF THE 26TE CF MAY ATD TEE TRUCE AGREEMENT OF JUNE 11, 1948
Cn the 27th of May, 143 the Security Council sdopted 2 resoluticn
celling on the United Netions Mediator "to make contact with both parties
es scon as the ceese-fire is in Torce s with a view to meking reccmmendetions
to the Security Council about an eventual setilement for Telestine”,
As a vesult of his negotlstlons with Arabs and Jews, the Medlator,
with the conmsent of both parties, arranged a four weeks' Truce with a
cease-Tire to becoms effective at 6 a.m. on the 1llth of June, 1948, The
Truce Agreement ccotaiped conditicns, with e view to keeping the status guo,
without military adventage to either side.
imile the Arsbs upheld the Truce ccnditions, the Jews violated the
Security Council r°solation of May 29th end the Truce Agreement 1ln every
way:
11th of Jupe, 1SU4B ’ oo )
In violation of the Truce, which became effective et 6 e.m.,

A.n.t., Jewish forces ccniinued firing on Syrian lines 2t Mishmer
Hey Yarden until 8 a,m,, A.m.t.

After ceesing fire cnly av 9 a.m., Jewlsh forces agein at
19 a.m. resumed firing cn Syrian lines and bemierded the villuge of
Dardarah,

At 10:45 2,m,, a Jewish plane rasided Demescus end dropped
tembs over Demascus and caused some damage, The Syrian Government

/reported
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’ that the Jewish forces éttackgd»Lebaﬁgég poéitians ét Shajara;
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Quados and Malike,
lhth of June, 1648

Contrery to the status quo, the Jews occupied the Syrian
Catholic Menastery, midway ‘netw.een the New Géte and Demascus Gate
in Jerusalen, '
35th-17th of June, 13k8

The Zionlsts, of Kfar Shamir and Xfer Szold, attacked with
armored cars and machine gung the darenselsss inhabitants of the
villages of Xneirle, Welid, Dumareh, Mouffarahs, Hizawie and Alabsis,
vreventing them from veaping their crops.

18th of June, 1ck8

Without any provocztion, the Zloniats attacked the Areb village
of Zingneriz,
21st of Jume, 1043 _ g

IST (2 landing ship Tanlk) Altalepe, under the Paneme flag, first
gpotied by United Nations aerlai oteerver off shore neer Nathanya on
the morning of the 2lst of June, at which {ime 1t appeared to bs
unloading boxes resembling ammunition cases, United Nations observer
r2ported that e sew 200 men in khaki around the pier and *rucks

unloading ceses regembling spmunition or rifle cases and that scme

maeteriel was being stored under the pler, TFarther inland, ceses
were being dumped 1n the fields and covered with straw in the crcherd,

At 9 p.m, on the 21ist of June, & Upited Netions plzne was sent
to the scene and observed thet unloedlng wes still oroceeding. The
plene was fired at by Jewish forces. United Naticns observers from
Tel Aviv, on going to Nathanya, were prevented from entering the
area. On contacting officials of the Jewish Agency, the United

tions observers were told at 8,30 p.m. of the 2lst that they could
not be ellowed to go to the scens with the feeble excuse that they
could not be allcwed to observe the combat technique of the Jewlsh
Arwy, or its equipment. ‘

It was pot until S a,m, on the 2%nd of Juns, i.e. after the
lapse of 4B nours of unloading the ship, thet United l\gaticns
otservers were allowed to go to Nethanya, only to find the IST hed
deverted, The United Netions ground observer reported, on his
return, thet he had been prevented fram entering the area by "regular”
Jerish forces znd wes informed that "reguler" Jewish forces had taken
cver the meterial which had besn unloaded,

/Afser unleeding
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After unleading most of the ship's cargo, the Hagenah and
Irgun Sval Leumi staged a spectacular sceme of conflict, in order to
throw dust in the eyes of the Security Council and world public":“
opinion, so that the Jewish Agency would come with the apology that
it was the Irgun which wes respensible for this vlolation.

Accordlng to authentic reports, the Jews unloaded big quentitles
of arms, ammunition and tanks, All the cargo was taken over oy
Hageneh and Irgun.

Moshe Shertock of the Jewish Agency, in his letter to Col. Bonde,
United Nations observer, dated the 20th of June, states: "ie were
gsatisfied that no wer materials had been unloaded at Kfar Vitkin,
and that the whole cargo which was on the boat when it came to
Tel Aviv was consumed by Fire."

This deliberate and shameles falsehcod made by Moshe Shertock,
in 2n official letter to the United Nations observer, is contradicted
and expcsed by the Pollowing facts: (a) that unloading of the war
material and ammnition continued for 48 hours in Nethayna and that

+t was actually seen by Uniled Naticnma observers at the esrly hours
of the morning of the 2lst of June, by the United Naticns plane at
2 p.m. cf the same déy, and continued throughcut the night of the
153-22nd of June; (b) that the United Nations observers were
excluded from the area 2nd not allowed to enter the area where the
skip wes unloading until it hed ectually departed tc Tel Aviv on
the morning of the 22nd of':June.

The fzlsehood pervetrated by Moshe Shertock is exposed 2lso by
the report of the United Nations Mediator to the Security Council
in documents S/861, July 1, 1948. The Mediator says: "The evidence
indicetes that at Nathanya, the Irgun did land war material, and that
the regular Jewish forces took this meterial over follcowlng the

surrender of the Irgup forces. It must be agaumed that this material
remains in the possession of the Jowish forces." TFor full detalls of

this incident see the above document.

In the above-mentioned letter to Col, Bonde, Moshe Shertock
admits that, according to Irgun Zvel Leuml leeders, about 800 persons
had landeé with the cergo.

23%h of June, 1948

The Jows attacked the Arsb village of Sha’b in the district of

Mezareth, in spite of the Truce. The Arabs drove back the atiackers

with hea7y losses.

/The French News
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l,f'The'French News Agency reported from Rhodes thet six planes -

'B'l"é Lad ¥1th Jews were held by the Greek authorities. The pilots -

‘S&id that they were flying to Ealestine. No neys of them was

heard later.
28th of Jung, 1948

Husni Barrazi, Syrien Minister of the Interior, reported in
Cairo that "Zionist forces recently attacked the town of Barwa,
about 7-1/2 milss elong the coest inside Palestine, and occupied
1% in deflence of the Truce,"

Following 2n inspecticn touwr in the Old City of Jerusalem,
the correspcndent of Al-Ahram in Ammen wrote thet in Jerusalenm
he met a member of the Internmaticmel Red Cross who had returned
frem Jaffa. He was with a mizsion cervying food to the-Afabs
who hed remeined in Jaffa after its fall to the Zionists. The
Internetional Red Cross reprgsentative reiated that in Jaffa he

wes told by an Arab wom2n belonging to an upper class faemily that
all the Arabt men vere pressed to work in Jewish military camps frcm
morn t11l eve,
1st of July, 1G48 b

The Arab Eigher Committee received the following complaint frem
the peasents of the village of Maghar al-Hayit in the District of
Safad: "The farmers of Megher al-Hey:, in the district of Safed,
went ocut to reap their crops, and when they returmed to thelr villege

the Jews 1n the camp of Rosh Bena, in al-Ja'una near this village,
fired at them."
3rd of July, 1gu8

The Ared Higher Commitiee In Calro was informed by the secretary
of the Arzb Relief Society of-Jerusalem that, accempanied by Eagensh
troops, Zlonists plundered the medicel supprliles, bandages and large

supplies of focd that were stored im X=muilzh and 1n the Orthodox
Ciub in Upper Bag'a. The plundered suuplies are estimated at
£30,000 ($12C,0C0), An official protest by the Arab Higher Cormittes
was lcdged with the representative of the International Bed Croass in
Cairo, '
2th of July, 1948

The Jews, conbrary to the Truce Agreerent end in spite of the
United Natlcas control and supervision, took into Jerucalem largs

amcunis of focdatuffs, fuel, arms and ammunition, They have changed

he status guc to the disadventage of the Arsbs, Dy, Bernerd Joseph

/of the Tewish Agency ;




of the Jewlsh Agency, as reported by & correspondent. of The New York
Times on July 9, 1948, wes publicly boasting about this accumulation
of stocks, focd apmd fuel. Dr, Joseph 1 reported to have said thet
the task of the Jewish community waes greatly fortified by this
"accumulation of food and a fuel stockplle, but water reserves
available inte city were such as could last 'only for a2 certain
period,? according to the chelrmsn of Jerusalem's Jewish Emergency
Committes , Dr. Bermard Josevh, 49, formerly of Montreal, who has
practiced law here for twenty-flve years,
"Br. Joseph outlined Jerusalem's supply position in anticlipation

of resumptionm of the Arabs' blockade and temberdment of the city.

© "As spokesmen for the committee, which enabled the almoast
100,0CC Jewish inhabvitents to withstand the menth of heavy shelling
that halted with the truce June 11, Dr. Joseph said that frem
the outset of his negotiations with Count Bernedotte he had insigted
upon the supplying of the normel quantlties of provisicns and fuel
thet the city consumed before the Pelestine strife began seven months

ago,"

Thg correspondent continued: "I told the Americen comsul that
the Jews of Jeruselem were not displaced rersons living in an
Americen Army cemp in Europe, nor were we 2 ccnquered community,"
said Dr. Joseph. "It would have been humiliating for us to accept
the conditions which the consul endeavored to impose.”

"Purning to the supply position at this time, Dr, Joserh sald
there wes now sufficient food on hand to ensure larger retions,
including adeguate flour for btread., while intimating that the mter
regerves were limited, he did not specify how lopg they could last
nor indicate what would happen after the reservoirs were exhausted,”
Oth of July, 1948

The Chairmen of the Truce Commission cabled from Jerusalem on
July 9, the follcwling:

"0n the retiring of the United Netioms Observers the
efternoon of July 8, 2 Hegapeh force moved into King Devid
Hotel in opite of United Natlons flag still flying and scme
United Nations personnel present, thus committing an obvious
treach of the Truce Agreement. Members of the Security Council
Truce Commissicn thus decided to move inte the building with
& gymivolic guard of three French and three Americen citizens.

/When informed
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Woen informed of the decision, 8 reprasentative oi’ the J’ewish
" awthorities in Jerusalsm xepl:.ed thet he had force' at his
dispomsel and intended to use it to remove members of the
Truce Commission and guards, Under these circumstances we
ewailt instructions of the Security Council in order to aveid
a grave incldent,
Chairman, Truce Commissicn”
{Document S/877, 9th July 1948;

ARAB HIGHFR COMMITTEE DELEGATICN




