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UNRESIRICTED

5 sugust 1948

COUNCIL _ .. DE SECURITE ORIGINAL: = ENGLISH

LETTSR DLTED 2 AUGUST 1648 FROM THE CEYLON GOVERMMENT REPRESENTATIVE TOQ
THE FRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL TRANSMITTING
INFCRMATION CONCERNING CEYLON

My Goverument lesrnt that, st & megbing of the fommittee for the
admission of new members held on 2 July 1348, there was a request for .

_informetion regerding the independent stajus and democratic character of
_the constitution of Ceylos., Being anxions thet its application should.not

be prejudiced through any fsilure onm its part to provide all necessary

- information, my Governmeut instructed me to proceed to New York and. take
:steps to see thet the wembers of tha Secyrity Council are supplied with

any information that they may requirs, Hence 1t is that I esddress this

.letter to you as the Chairmea of the Security Council in the hope that you

will acquaint the members of the Security Council with its contents and call
upon me, if you think £it, to supplement it in any manner you desire. I
mey also add that I em equally esvaileble to any individuel member who mey
require informetion. '

I propose in this letter to subtmit = very brief statement regarding
the independent status and the democratic cheracter of my country.

As a result of the constitutiomal changes effected in Februery 1940,
Ceylon is now a fully responsible nation, in no way subordinate in any
aspect of domestic or externzl affairs.

The legislative suthority of the Parliament of Ceylon is supreme and
includes:

1. the power to repeal or modify any Act of the British Parliament

in so far as it hes become the law of Ceylon (paragraph 1 of

Schedvle I to the Ceylon Independence Act 1947, 11 Geo. 6 Cap. 7).

2. the power to alter its present constitution in eny marmer it

tleeses {Article 29 (4) of the Ceylon (Constitution) Order-in-Council

ioh6),

3. the power of full control over its external effeirs (peragrarh 2

of Schedule 1 to the Ceylon Inderendence Act 1947.)

2t the seme time, the powers of the Briti.h Porlisment and of the
King in Ccuncil to legislete for Ceylon have teen ebelished (see Section 1
of the Ceylen Independence Act; Article & of the Ceylon Inderendence
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Order-in-Council 1947); the power to reserve bills passed by the Ceylon
Parliament for His MaJjesty's plsusure has been removed (see Article 5 of
the Ceylon Independence Order-in-Council); and the Government of the
United Kingdcem has unequivocally renocunced all responsibility for the
government of Ceylon (see Sectioti 1 of the Ceylon Independence Act).

The Executive is responsible to +he Ceylon Parliament end to it alcme.
The Governor Ceneral who represen%s the Crown must exercise his functions
given to him by the constitution in accordance with the conventions of
the British Constitution which govern the exercise of similar powers by
Bis Majesty in the United Kingdom (See Ariicle 4 (2) of the Ceylon
Independence Order-in-Council 1947).

Ceylon's copmstitution is fully democratic, The Parliament coneists
of a House of Representatives elected by universel suffrage end & Senate
consisting of 15 members elected by the Jouse of Represeantatives and
15 ncminated by the Govermor General on the advlce of the Prime Mipister.
The powers of the Senate cre much the same as the powers of the Houss of
Lords in the British Constitution.

A copy each of the Ceylon Indetendence Act 11 Geo, 6 Cap., 7 end *he
Ceylon In#uz.adence Order-in-Council, 1947, are enclosed.

(signed) G.C.S. Corea
CEYLOY JOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVW

JANNEX I
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ANNEX I

THE CEYTCl INDEPSIDENCE CFLER-IN-CCUNCIL, 1947
At the Ccurt &t Buckinghem Palace, the 19th doy of December, 1947

Presont: The Kiag's Most Excellent Majesty in Council

WHEKEAS Ly the Ceylon (Constitution) Order-in-Courcil, 1946 (hersin
aftor called "the Principal Order") es emonded by the Ceylon (Constitution)
(smendment) Ordsr-in-Couneil, 1947, the Coylon (Constitution) (“mendmeut
fio. C) Order-in-Council, 1947, and the Caylon (Constitution) (‘fuendment
No. 3) Order-in-Council, 1947 (hereimarter celled "the Amending Crders")
prcvision 15 mede for the Govermment of Ceylon and for the establliehment of
1 Ferlisment in and for Ceylon:

AVD WHEREAS by the Ceylon Inderendence Act, 1947, provision 1s'm'de
for the ettainment by Ceylon of fully responsible stetus within the British
Ccemmonweelth of Nations;

AND WHEREAS it is exvredient for the sesme purpose that the Principal
Order and the Amerding Orders should be amended in the manner herainafter
apreuring:

NCW, THEREFURE, it i3 hereby ordered by His Majesty, by end with tie
advice of His Privy Council as follows:

1. (1) This order mey be cited as the Ceylon Inderendence Crder-

' in-Council, 1947.

(2) The Principal Order, the ‘merdirg Orders ond this Crder may
be cited together as the Ceylon (Constitution end Independencs)
Orders-in-Council, 1946 and 1947,

(3) This order shell be construed as ome with the Frincipel Order.

(k) This Order shall ccme into oreration on the dey eppointed
by His Majesty by Crder-in-Council as the appointed day for
the purpose of the Ceylon Independence Act, 1947.

2. (1) (Incorporeted in the Principal Crder)

(2) Every referencs in the Principal Order tc the Governor shall
be resd end construed as a reference to the Goverror-Geuerrl.
(Accoréingly, the expression "Governor General" has been
substituted for "Goveraor" in the Principal Crder es rrinted
on succeeding peges). '

3, (Incorporsted in the Frincipel Order),

4, The Pcwer of Bis licjesty, His Heirs and Successors, with the edvice

of His or Their Privy Cowneil

(a) to ma.e lzwa haviag eficct in the Islund for the purposcs

stecified in sub-section (1) of Section 30 of the Principel Ordsr; and
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{v) to revoke, add %o, suspend or amend the Principal Order
or the Amwending Orders, or any part of those Crders;
Shall cesse to exist,
5« No Bill pessed by both Chambers of the Legislature of the Island,
or by the House of Representatives alore, in accordance with the
provisions of the Principel Order shall be reserved for the
significetion of His Mejesty's pleasure; and the provisions in that
behalf contained in Sections 36 and 37 of the Principel Order shall
accordingly cease to have effect.
6, The provisions of the Principal Order and of the fmerding Orders
specified in Column 1 of the Schedule to this Order are hereby revoked
to the extent, or amended in the marmer specified in Column 2 of that
Schedule.
T. Nothing in this Order shall be construed as affecting:
(2) the continuesnce, subject to the modificetions mede by this
Crder, of the Parliament of Ceylon as constituted immediately
before the commencement of this Order;
(vt) save as expressly provided by this Order, the tenure of
office of any Minister, Parliememntary Secretary, Senator, or
Member of the House of Representatives, or of any rerson
appointed to eny office under the provisions of the Frincipal
Order; or
{c) the validity or continued operation of any Proclamatiomn, Order,
Reguleation or other instrutent made under the Prinzipsl Order before
the commencement of this Order, without prejudice however to any
power to amend, revoke or replace eny such instrument,
8, The Governor Gemeral may, before the expiry of @ period of six
months from the commencement of this Order, by Froclamation published
in the Government Gazetie, meke such provision es he is satisfied is
necessary or expedient, in consegquence of the provisions of this
Crder, for medifying, edding to or sdapbing any written law which
refers in whatever terms to the Governor or to eny public officer or
authority, or otherwise for the bringing any written lew into accord
with the provisions of this Order and of the Principel Order as emended

by this Order, or for giving effect to those provisious,

JANNEX II
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ANNEX II

CEYLON INDEFENDENCE ACT, 1947

Al ACT TO MAKE FROVISION FOR, AND IN CONNECTION WITH, THE ATTAINMENT BY
CEILON CF FULLY RESPONSIBLE STATUS WITHIN THE BRITISH COMMONWEALTH

OF NATTONS (10TH DECEMBER 1947)

Be it enected by the Xing's most Excellent Mejesty, by and with the
sdvice and comsent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporel, and Commons, in

this present Parlisment assexbled, and by the euthority of the same, as

follows:
1.

2,

(1)

(2)

(3)

No Act of Parliament of the United Kingdom razssed on or after
the appointed day shall extend, or be deemed to e:s:bend; to
Ceylon as pert of the law of Ceylon, unless it is expressly
declared in that Act thet Ceylon has requested, end consernted
to, the enactment thereof.

As from the appointed dsy His Malesty's Government in the
United Kingdom shell have no responsibility for the govermment
of Ceylon. '

As from the eappointed day the provisions of the First
Schedule to this Act shzll have effect with respect to the
legislative powers of Ceylon. l

As from the appointed day Ceylon shall be included in the definition

" "Domirion” in peragragh (23) of section one hundred and ninety of the
Army Act and of the Air Force Act (which section, in each Act, relates
generally to the interpretation of the Act), end accordingly in the
said paragraph (23) in each Act, for the words "and Newfoundland"
there shall be substituted the words "Newfoundland end Ceylon”.

3.

(1)

(2)

No ccurt iz Ceylon shell, by virtus of the Indian and Colonisal
Divoree Jurisdietion Acts, 1926 and 1940, have jurisdiction
in or ia relztion to any proceedings for a decree for the
dissolution of 2 merriage, unless those proceedings were
instituted before the aprolnted day, but, save as aforesaid
and subject to any provision to the contrary which may
hereafter be made by esny Act of the Perlisment of the
United Kingdom or of Ceylon, ell courts in Ceylcen shell
have the seme jurisdiction under the said Acts as they would
have had if this Act had not been passed.
Any rules made on or after the appointed day under
sub-section (4) of section one o the Indian end Colonial
Divoree Juriséiction Act, 1926, for e Court in Ceylon shall,
’ /insteed of
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instead of being made by the Secretary of State with the
concurrence of the Lerd Chancellor, be made by such authority
ag may be determined ty the law of Ceylon, and so much of
the said sub-section end of any rules in force thereunder
immediately before the appointed day as requires the approval
of the Lord Chencellor to the nomination for any purgpose of
any Judges of epy such court shall cease to have effect.

(3) The references in sub-section (1) of this section to
proceedings for a decree for the dissolution of e marriage
include references to proceedings for such a decree ol
rresumption of death and dissolution of a marriage as is
authorized by section eight of the Matrimonial Causes Act,
1937.

{1) 4s from the appointed day, the Acts and Regulations referred

to in the Second Schedule to this Act shall have effect subject *

to the smendmerts made by that Schedule, and His Majesty

may by Order-in-Council meke such further edaptations in eny
Act of the Parliement of the Upnited Kingdom of an earlier
session than this Act, or in eny instrument having effect
under any such Act, as sppeer to him necessary in conseguence
of section one of this Act;

Provided that this sub-section shall not extend to Ceylon as part

of the law thereof.

(2) Notwithstanding anything in the Interpretation Act, 1889,
the expression "colony” shell not include Ceylon in any Act
of the Parliament of the United Kingdom passed on or after
the appointed day or in any such 2ct passed bvefore that day,
but in the same session as this Act, to provide for the
inderendence of Burma as a country not within His Msjesty's
dominions, '

(3) Any Order-in-Council mede under this section mey be varied
or revoked by a subsequent Order-in-Council and, though
made efter the appointed day, may be mede so &g to have
effect from that dey,

(4) Every Order-in-Council made under this section shall be laid
before Parlisment forthwith after it is made, end if either
House of Parlisment within the pericd of forty days
beginning with the day on which 2ny such Order is laid
before it resolves thet an fddress be presented to His
Majesty praying thet the Order be ammulled, no further

[proceedings
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proceedings shall be teken thersunder ani His Majesty in
Council may rév;oke the Order, so, however, that eny such
resolution or revccation shell be without prejudice to the
validity of anything previously done under the Order cr to the
meking of a new Order,

In reckoning eny such period of ferty days, as aforesaid,
no account shell be taken of eny time during which Parliement
is dissoivedor prorogued, or during which both Houses
are adjourned for mors than four days.

(5) Notwithstanding enything in sub-section (4) of section one
of the Bules Publicetion Act, 1893, an Crder-in-Council mede
under this section shall not be deemed to be or to contain
a statutory rule to which thet section applies. )

5. (1) This Act may be cited as the Cesylon Independence Act, 1947.

(2) 1In this Act the expression "the appointed day" means such day

as His Majesty mey by Crder-in-Council apﬁoiht'. o

SCHEDULES
FIRST SCHEDULE
IEGISIATIVE FOWERS OF CEYLON . .
1. (1) The Colonial Lews Velidity Act, 1865, shall not apply to amy .1a.‘d‘
made zfter the appointed day by the Parliament of Ceylon. .- :
(2) No lew and no provision of eny law made after the appointed day .-
by the Parliement of Ceylcn shéll be void or inoperative on the -
ground thet it is repugnant to the law of England, or to the . .
provisions of any existing or future Act of Parliament of the
United Kingdom, or to any erder, rule or regulation made under
any such Act, and the powers of the Perliament of Ceylon shall
include the power to repeal or amend any such Act, order, ruie
or regulation in so far es the same is part of the law of Ceylom.
2. The Parliament of Ceylon shall have full power to make laws having
extra-territorial oreration.
3. Without pre,judicéto the generality of the foregoing provisions of
this Schedule, sections seven hundred and thirty-five end seven hundred and
thirty-six of the Merchent Shipping Act, 1894, shall be construed as though
reference therein to the legisleture of a British possession 4id not include
reference to the Parliament of Ceylon,
b, Vithout prejudice to the generazlity of the foregoing provisions of
this Schedule, section four of the Colonisl Covrts of Admirelty Act, 1890
(which Tequires certain laws to be reserved for the signification of
/His Majesty's
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His Mejesty's pleasure or to contain & suspending clause), and so much of
section seven of that Act as requires the approval of His Majesty in
Council to any rules of Court for regulating the practice and procedure of a
Colonial Court of Admiralty, shell cease to have effect ia Ceylom,

SZCOND SCHEDULE
AMENDMENTS NOT AFFECTING LAW OF CEYLOW
British Nationality

1. The following enactments (which provide for certificates of
naturslization granted and other things dons under the law of one pert of
His Majesty's dominions to be recognized elsewhere), nsmely A

(a) section eight of the British Natlonaliiy end Status of Aliens Act,

161%; and

() paragraph (c) of section eight of the British Nationality end
Status of Aliens Act, 1943;

shell apply in relation to Ceylon as tlhey apply in relation to the Dominions
specified in the First Schedule to the said Act of 191k,
Firencial
2. As respects goods imported after such date as Eis Majesty may by Order;
ip-Council appoint section four of the Impert Duties Act, 1932, and section
two of the Isie of Man (Customs) Act, 1932 (which relate to imperial
préference otfzer than colonial rreference), shell appiy to Caylen.
3. In section nineteen of the Finanzce Act, 1923, (which, as extended by
section twenty-six of the Finance Act, 1925, provides for exemption from
income tex and land tax of the High Commissioner and other officials of
self-governing dominions), the expression "self-governing-dominion" shall
inclunde Ceylon.
4, In the Colonial Stock Act, 1934 (which extends the stocks which may
be treated és trustee securities), the expression "Dominion" shall include
Ceylon.
Visiting Forces
5. The following provisions of the Visiting Forces {British Commonwealth)
Act, 1933, nemely
(a) section three (which deals with deserters);

(b) section four (which deals with ettachment and mutual powers of
cormznd) ;

(¢) the definiticn of "visiting force" for the purposes of that Act
generally which is contained in section eight thereof;
shall apply in relation to forces raised in Ce.lon as they apply in relation
to forees raised in the Dominions within the meaning of the Statute of
Westminster, 1931.

/Ships
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Ships and Alrcraft
6. (1) 1In the definition of "Deminion ship or aircraft" contained in
sub-gection {2) of section three of the Emergency Fowers (Defence)
2ct, 1939 and in thet contained in Regulation one hundred of the
Defence (General) Regulations, 1939, the expression "a Dominion®
shall include Ceylon. ‘

(2) Paragrsph (2) of Regulation fifty-four of the Defence (General)
Regulations, 1939 (which confers power by motice to requisition
from certain British subjects ard companies space or accommedation
in ships and aireraft) shall not avtherize service of a notice
on a British subject resident in Ceylon or & coryporation
incorporated under the law of Ceyloan.

T+ The Ships and fircraft (Transfer Restriction) Act, 1939, shall not
apply to any ship by reason only of its being registered in, or licemnsed
under the law of, Ceylon; and the penal provisions of that Act shall not
apply to versons in Ceylon (but without grejudice to the operstion with
respect to any ship to which that Act does apply of the provisions therecf
relating to the forfeiture of ships).

8. In the Wheling Industry (Regulation) Act, 1934, the expression
"British ship to which this Act applies” shall not include e British ship
registered in Ceylon.

Matrimonial Causes

9. Section four of the Matrimonial Causes (War Merriages) Act, 19kk,
(which provides for the generel recognition in British courts of decrees
and orders made by virtue of that Act or of any lew passed in a part of Bis
Majesty's dominions outside the United Kingdom and declared by an Order-ine
Council to correspond to thaet Act), shall, in relation to the meking of any
further Order-in-Council as respects a law of Ceylon, apply subject to the
same provision for securing reciprocity as is made by proviso (ii) to
sub-section (1) therecof in the case of Deminions within the meaning of the
Statute of Westminster, 1931.

Copyright

10. If the Parliament of Ceylon repeals or emends the Copyright Act, 1911,

as it forms part of the law of Ceylon, then
(a) except by virtue of sub-peregraph (b) of this paregragh, that
Act shell no longer =pply in relation to Ceylen es a pert of His
Majesty's dominicns to which the Act extends, so however, thai this
provision shall not prejudicielly effect any legsl rights existing et
the time of the repesl or amendment.

/(t) Ceylon shall be
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(b) Cerlon shall be included in the expression "self-governing dominion"
for the purposes of sub-section (2) of section twenty-five and
sub-section (3) of section twenty-six of that Act (which relate to
reciprocity with self-governing dominions having their own copyright
law), and the said sub-section (2) shall have effect in relation to
Ceylon as 1f that Act, so far as it remains part of the law of Ceylon,
had besn passed by the Parliament thereof.
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